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PREFACE

This study attempts to reconstruct the history of the

.- people and the royal Silanga clan who live in Bukerebe, a small,

centralized Tanzanlan chiefdom\l:;az:d in the southeastern part

" 'of the Victoria Nyanza. The Keq e, that is, the people inhabit-

) receives adequate and reliable rainfall.' These factors encouraged S

ing Bukerebe, are unique in their district because they represent

an isolated extension of the interlacustrine culture zone centered'

.on the’ opposite side of the lake and they inhabit an area that

‘the Kerebe to assume a leadership role before 1900 that was..

-

regionally manifested in their trading relationship and in- their

.'ritual authority.

'The oral traditions on which this history is heiiz;begin .

- with the emigration of Bantu—speaking agricultural hunters from

the Buha- and Bunyoro dispersal centers into the interlacustrine

ﬂ\fzone, presumably during the early centuries of the first millen-

nium A.D. Some centuries later Bantu—speakers reached the south- ‘

'1”;;feastern portion of the - Victoria Nyanza where they had been pre--ﬁ

aiceded by hunters, identified as ancestors of the Sandawe,‘and

3fpastoralists, identified ag ancestors of the Tatoga.' Kerebe"

’traditions reveal the migratory routes of Bantu-speakers and also

Asuggest a sequence of two . distinctly different pastoral»groups

‘ i"':.'" . (11)
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fmoving into the interlacustrine region, first the Tatoga with _
, short-horned cattle foXlowed later by the Hima with long-horned '
1cattle. The Bantu—speakers' major’ concerns, such as hunting,_,mf

fishing, agriculture, and smithing, are partially revealed but it

is only with the establiskment of a’ royal dynasty by the Silanga
clan in the seventeenth century that*traditions focus on the

historical development of a centralized chiefdom with 1its poli-

'tical, social and economicIramifications.

Increasing contacts wilth nearhy communities around léOO
indicate the development of 1ntertriba1 trade that was associated
wlth the opening up" of the interior, that is, the western
portion of East Africa, to traders from the Indian Oc%%h coast.

The Kerebe welcomed the opportunity to exchange lvory for trade'

’goods in the international market, yet the social cost for thils
- participation was- staggering. People travelling from the Indian
,Ocean introduced new diseases into the hitherto isolated interior

=~ which caused incalculable loss of life and simultaneously encour—l

. .,\ <

“aged andiinfluenced the ‘evolution of sorcerymin Bukerebe. None-

- theless the Kerebe persevered in their trading activities.. Only

”’?to increase agricultural production since grain ;

‘li'»the omukama (chief) participated directly in the long distance

'ivory trade. - Participation 1in the local trade required the Kerebe

zfl,ferred exchange commodity and this in'turn encour ged the use: of~
"individuals held in- varying degrees of bondage as 1aborers.
.Together the local and long distance trade placed increased

,emphasis on the acquisition of material wealth that required new




_economic valujs within thgziommunity. The desire for. material
wealth alongﬁwith the deaths from new diseases and the related ~~~~
vaccusations of sorcery combined to heighten tensions and increase
v‘social insecurity during the last decades of the nineteenth ‘
century, both within the chiefdom and the entire region. V@heAM;”M_V‘di
Kerebe attempted to resolve the increasingly complex probl%ms |
i,abut their efforus led to growing social instabllity and violence -
beiore German colonial authorities. "pacified" the Kerebe in late
1895, an event‘that concludes ‘this historical survey.‘
;‘ The use of Kerebe~terms,and'names in the text requires -
an explanation. A standardized orthography for most Ekikerebe
(the prefix eki- is translatea as "the languagerf,"'in this
case, the Kerebe) ‘does not exist. Given the Interchange. of the
Mgt and npn sounds in the language and the possible inclusion of‘
some Jita words that tend to use the "z" sound in place of ‘the
. "3" sound of the Kerebe, the spelling. is necessarily arbitrary.
.The name of the chiefdom and 1sland 1is Bukerebe in Ekikerebe and. - ”\\
the- people ‘are referred to as Abakerebe (singular, Omukerebe)
However, it is customary in scholarly writings in English to useA
’“’the rooﬁ "kerebe" as a descriptive term, hence ‘the. people are .
‘_called Kerebe and” their possessions, such as a particular type} f:
‘3L5;1sfof canoe, are referred to as "Kerebe." Outside the chiefdom, I
’kaerewe and Kerewe are used as names for the chiefdom, island and.
»people This usage probably became common during the nineteenth~
bcentury when traders from the East African coast replaced the "b"

sound of the Kerebe with the "w" sound and then used the Swahili'r~‘

(iV)




'place prefix "U" for the. Kerebe "Bu".
Research for this study in London, Stuttgart, Berlin,
Rome, Dar-és Salaam and Bukerebe was generously financed by a
"grant from the Foreign Area Fellowship Program which also sup-
plied funds to meet living expenses while writing the disserta-
tion.' I am deeply indebted_to the Program for its ‘assistance
for myself and family. l would also like to express my appreciaé
tion to the Department of History, University College, Dar es
’Salaam and .to the Tanzanian Government for their cooperation and
permission to conduct research among the. Kerebe.'
Numerous institutions kindly made material available to
me for .study and assessment. I gratefully acknowledge the
assistance of individualq and the use of materials in the Tan-
: zanian National Archives, the National Museum of Tanzania, thev
Church Missionary Society in London, and the Mother House of the -

White Fathers in Rome- as well as the library and archival facili-

: ties of the White Fathers at Nyegezi, Professor Kurt Krieger of o \\\\

the Museum fur VBlkerkunde In Berlin,_Dr Jurgen Zwernemann of
the Linden-Museum'ih'Stuttgart, and Mr. William Fagg of the
British Fuseum'in London. . e e T

‘~) The active support of the following professors et Indiana
University has been greatly appreciated~ C. Leonard Lundin,
‘ Michael J. Wolff Leo F Solt, B G Martin, and Roy- Sieber.,r-’ .
j A&particularly frUitful and- stimulating East African e
seminar conducted by Dr. Roy C. Bridges, visiting Professor at S,

Indiana University during 1967 from King's College, Aberdeen,xfa B




'Scotland;‘also attendediby Dr. Stanlake Samkage, Mrs. Carole ’

. ,Buchanan and . E Hollis Merritt, was instrumental in focusing

omy attention on 8 numher of significant develbpments during the it
nineteenth century that were subsequently investigated among the
' Kerebe. To hoth my instructor and colleagues I wish to acknow- ;|
'ledge my - gratitude. , » . o }, , yg.- ”;
, Encouragement and advice at various stages of the research
"project by Dr. John A. Rowe of Northwestern University, Dr.
Norman R. Bennett of Boston University, Dr. J. A -G. Sutton of
University College, Dar es Salaam, Mr. A. T. Matson of Seaford
.rSussex, England, Father Francois Renault of the White Fathers
_ in Rome, and Dr. C. F. Holmes of Union College have given addi--
tional perspective to the study._ ~ ' ' . '
Mr. Alan R. Taylor, African Studies bibliographer,
Professor J. Gus Liebenow, Director of the African Studies .
' Program, and Dr. George E Brooks, Jr., my adviser and infatigable
~.-source of stimulation, have, been particularly instrumental in 'mf*;, \;
'ﬁ\\“guiding me through my graduate program as well as the research ,

project. R . ~ : , S s
S ‘ ‘E

lej"7f” I would also like to express my. appreciation to. Dr.rRobert
‘W Hattery and Mrs. Nancy ' Closson Seltz for their consideration_
‘and encouragement while writing this dissertation. o
: On Ukerewe I benefitted immeasurably from stimulating
s discussions with Father Henryk Zimon who was undertaking an’ ethno-dﬁ
- graphic study of Kerebe rainmakers in addition to a history of

"f:'the royal Silanga clan. Numerous research assistants aided me' . - -
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'during my eight months on -the island including Josephat K Mdono

who introduced me to the island and people of Bukerebe, Edward L.

Alphonce whose patience and ability in transcribing taped inter-

”.views has never ceased to amaze me, Joachimus M ‘Abel who assisted

‘ me ably for five months in acquiring traditions, and Philibert To.

Magere whose interest in Kerebe music and history "added signifi-
cantly to his contribution Our neighbors, the White Fathers of

;-Murutunguru parish and the personnel of the Tanganyika Cotton :
°'-?Company's ginnery, were most generous of their time and con-

‘_s1deration during our stay at Murutunguru. I would also like to

note my appreclation for his encouragement of the project to

‘Michael'Lukumbuzya, the last Kerebe omukama.who{now,serves Tan-

L

zania in its diplomatic corps.
u A stumbling block to research in the Tanzanian National

Archives was the. beautiful but illegible--to me--Gothic script

- of the early Germa letters. Thanks to the’ eflorts of Mrs

'Christel Roe thesé~documents became meaningful oL i:»f°

Throughout the period of research and writing I have been

’~encouraged, assisted and 1istened to faithfully by ny wife whose
"-presence has made the ‘project feasible,_enjoyable and worthwhile.,

,_Her contribution to the project has been significant. I would

also like'to express my appreciation to my children for their ;

forbearance and patience while their father trekked about East"‘"

‘ Africa and Europe, To my parents for their understanding,._
Y

: encouragement and support, I express a heartfelt thank you.

o
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' Chapter I
- INTRODUCTION : B

v ;.Attempts to reconstruct East African history through the »
systematic collection and interpretation of oral traditions are-a
recent development. The -dearth of written records for the period‘
before'1900,~however,mha§ made it imperative to use oral tradi-
‘tions or no "history" ‘will appear. Historians have shown caution
A in u@ing these traditions. Initially they were used to sup;le-
ment archival sources, then archival sources were used to supp1e~
ment oral traditions, and, finally,‘oral traditions were used<to~l
s supplement other oral traditions.b This history is primarily of E
the latter type. Regretablyfmost collected traditions havercon-

centrated ‘on political developmentﬁawithin a given chiefdom,
while political history is important in its own right and in the

chronological structure it provides, concentration on this feature ) ;h

tends to segment African society within a given region more than
“was actually the case. This study attempts to broaden the base
‘.of historical inquiry by focusing on economic and social ‘as well
-as- political dimensions to portray a more complex view of Kerebe
society and o present material that canabe more readily compared
and related to similar data from neighboring societies, 1t is

"“(2‘)"" o
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desirable if not imperative to verify, correct or modify the )
interpretation of Kerebe traditions presented within ‘this study.‘
f,mf;, E The type of traditions remembered in any given society

(Vvary greatly. It is not unusual to find societies that are |

’ ‘unable to provide meaningful oral evidence about significant
developments before 1800 or even 1850. On the other hand3 some
large kingdoms, such as the- interlacustrine culture socleties of'
eastern Africa, have retained impressive oral traditians. Thesg
societies developed centralized institutions through the“cen-

- turies providing the historian with a wealth of historic tradi-
tions which record events: from the past four or five hundred
years. However, political traditions from. the numerous kingdoms'

— within the interlacustrine region are frequently contradictory, ‘

| unrelated and seemingly irrelevant. Traditions of the Kerebe,

- who are on the periphery of the interlacustrine zone and share a
comm\n though riot identical past, add a new dimension in recon-

" ‘structing the history of these people. The strengths of one set -
igq' ' of‘oral traditions can‘be used“to balance weaknesses in similar
‘iwt u‘accounts from nearby communities. As collections of" traditions
from & number of societies are collected our understanding of
7 early East. African history could be greatly. enhanced. f

| The . significant difference between existing traditions

' from the interlacustrine societies and those of the Kerebe is

that the traditions of the 1atter are not solely concerned with '
@rthe political and socilal accomplishments of the pastoral stratumf 3

- of society.' Those of thj/Kerebe, by contrast, are primarily

~

(@
A

AN
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\\cencerned with the agricultural-hunters oL use-they have domi-

nated Kerebe soclety. Kerebe tradfitions therefore contribute to
our knowledge ‘of social, economic, and political developments

‘among the agriculturalists, who composed the majority of the popu-

LT

lation 1n the,interlacustrine region. u;

" Kerebe Oral Traditions -

o ‘ The Kerebe offered an unusual set -of conditions for field
work in that a relatively small geographical area is involved
and--unfortunately--only a limited number of informants possessed-
the type of historical evidence required for reconstructing a
general history. Therefore it was possible to learn ahput and
then seek out the informants who had reputations for possessing
valuable traditions. There was insugficient time to pursue an.
",intensive study of" individual clan traditions. Since, however,
)these traditions are no longer available in abundance an alter—
native presented itself in the person of. Bahitwa s/o Lugambage,
whose clan data have been collected and assembled in Appendix 1

providing an 1ndication of early migration patterns.‘

practiced agriculture, b hunting was commonly practiced as
well. Since men. assumed: ¥he hunting.role and women the agri-
-ecultural responsibilities, it is desirable to convey the 1idea
~ that both agricultural and hunting pursuits were significant
functiong for Bantu-speakersﬁ~particu1arly in regions of sparse
g{population.p - ; o . -~ _

1. The earliest Bang%;speaking people in eastern Africa
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This study is the product of a modified approach to- oral

tradition.lv It was assumed from the outset that a- detailed recon- e

struction of Kerebe political developments would not- contribute a
‘as much to our knowledge of East African history as a reconstruc; .
~tion of economic and socilal developments. This research direc-
‘tion in turn created certain methodological problems.. There 1S,
‘for” example, littlehrelevant publiShed information concerning
social issues treated within an historical. context, thus the
information on sercery and itsh;amifications introduces a topic

j .heretofore not discussed by historians. Because sorcery is a
»fundamental soclal issue the reliability and interpretation of

. the Kerebe evidence must be tested by researchers working in
societlies that experienced similar isolation until recent cen-
turiles. Kerebepinformation dealing with the various migrations
‘of different pastoralists into and through the interlacustrine
region suggests a new perspective that likewise requires critical
'examination by historians with other traditions and knowledge at
thelr diéposal. In addition, historiecal traditions collecteg’on
cultural features~such as wopod sculpturing, musical practices,'
blacksmithing, and hunting‘association8~disclOSed valuable in=

sights into the history of the Kerebe.

The arrival of the royal Silanga eclan on what was to

& .

l. Relevant comments about the collection of oral ¢tradi-
tions in East Africa are found in the following:’ Andrew Roberts,
"Introductiqn, " Tanzanila, Before 1900, ed., A. Roberts. (Nairobi;
1 68; 1x-x; B. A. Ogot, History of the Southern Luo (Nairobi,

1967), 11-20; and -Gideon Were, A History of the & Abaluyia of
" Western Kenya (Nairobi, 1967)h 13- 27
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- become Bukerebe occurred during the seventeenth century and has
jhad a marked effect uﬁgi Kerebe traditions.lp Thereafter they

are generally associated with the omukama (chief) who ruled at a

particular time. The establishment of a small but centralized

chieftainship provided a focal point around which other events

could be linked. Since the omukama was the single most important

to those of others, he was frequently credited wilth- innovations,,'

' or blamed for misfortunes, that occurred during his tenure.
Consequently traditions after the coming of the Sililanga contain :

a degree of chronological order, although a comparatively rich

set of traditions are not available until dealing with develop- o

‘ments during the nineteenth century. In contrast, the era
"before the arrival of the Silanga has very little discernible,

chronology.' The principal remembered events are the movements

of small clusters’ of people from site to site, from village to T

-

B illage. In this. process the" names of "slans" are recalled and

o occasionally the name of a man, "but whether the individuals 8o

’ remembered were important leaders, clan founders* or important

: hunters is no longer recalled.

_ Nonetheless significant information about the way of 1ife o

1. Bukerebe was a name gradually adopted during the :
eighteenth century.- Earlier the name of Bukerebe had been
assoclated with the Yango clan when 1living on 'the west side of
the lake and they- “brought the name with them to the southeastern
part of the, lake. According to Bahitwa, Bugibwa had-been the -—

'»'general name for -the region before Bukerebe: replaced it. Through-

out this study Bukerebe will be used to identify the island and,
.later, the chiefdom of the Silanga royal clan.
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that existed in the pre-Sflanga era is available in traditions ;,
" and in this sense some reconstruction is possible. Kerebe tradi-~
-”tions are focused on a Bantu-speaking people who have historically ’
been a hunting as well as an agricultural people. The Kerebe - T
‘~have beéen significantly influeneed by pastoralists through the
<centuries and have adopted many of thelr practices. Their ;jf
separate identity, however, remains intact. Historically they
ﬁ; : describe themselves as hunters who practiced agriculture and who
are distinct from pastoralists such as the Tatoga, Hima and’ Masai
with whom the Kerebe have had contact. Simultaneously their )
: traditions have little to reveal directly about non-Bantu-speaking '
"op 7. hunters, fishermen or pastoralists who may have been absorbed by
\ }:‘the Bantu—speakers. The disparate nature of cultural practices
: followed by Bantu-speaking "clans". suggests a movement of people :
‘-q?fin small groups. While the hunters and pastoralists preceding
w_’.f':the agriculturalehunters are readily identified in traditions,
it is only the later Bantu-speaking people who are. described in . <
detail.,.. ‘ l
.¥.t This monograph is based primarily upon oral traditions
collected over ‘an eight month period extending from mid—July
e V:1968 to mid-March-1969, traditions elicited by means of intensive
“i;. questioning--a method which poses numerous difficulties for the ,M;
?investigator. The enquirer conducting research of this type is
“:ever concerned that significant questions may not be asked and
_;herefore potentially valuable evidence missed. The uneasiness
Q;;; - that this causes is heightened by the realization that know- : )
s ledgeable informants‘gggtoday may no»longer be available tomorrow,
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, placing thelr traditions in Jeopardy. The enquirer’s ignorance
of a particular society is part-. y overcome by an awareness of
B ;traditions and methods of acquiring them from other societies..'
Yet each society presents its own idiosyncrasies that have
,vpartially determined what has been passed from one generation to
the next as well as how 1t was accomplished‘ The investigator »
then must establish working relationships with individuals con-
‘versant with historically orientated traditions. '
What has been- preserved within Kerebe traditions varies
from individual to individual. Generally the most detailed
- traditions concern the informant's clan or a particular member
'of it. If an informant's father or grandfather was ‘involved in
some memorable event, it may often be recalled in detail. Few .
'i lads growing up at the beginning of this century missed hearing -
‘ evening accounts concerning their forefathers that should compose
the bulk of Kerebe traditions. But the effort the informant/.
Jhas made to retain the traditions of his family is a variab{e ’ ‘.‘
','that influences what is remembered. Informant ‘after informant |
’ erpressed an inability to:recall this heritage. Conditions
:,Awithin the chiefdom have fostered this situation. - 8 ,;‘;
A In Kerebe history as in any centigaized political unit
-”fthe ruler and his exploits are stressed.; What he has done at. any
'«k RS given time has ‘been accorded signal importance. In contrast to
| the omukama (chief) and the chiefdom,\the clan is a parochial
aand mundane entity and. its - importance in. "official" histories is
@NK\ ( measured by its relationship and ability to’ serve the omukama. “
o Modern experiences hagg discouraged~the preservation ofutraditions -

O "‘»«S'_—- . "’3 SN .L j‘- - S - ;' —. {
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‘by introducing new. sets of values emphasizing a way of life thatf"'
'has minimal relationship to stories@of the- family and chiefdom.
"Whether or-not they attended school, young people throughout the

present century have seldom been enthusiastic in- learning about A

their past; there has been an aura of irrelevancy about it all.

' Altered soclal developments have hindered the process of trans- |

mitting traditions as well.  The time following the evening meal

once devoted to family education and entertainment has been

attenuated so that children attending school could obtain suf-

ficient rest. During recent decades, ¢lan homesteads have beenf.

dispersed with many family units now containing only a small

number of individuals with the result that services of the clan :

,specialist in traditions or story telling or proverbs is lost

to the ma jority of the clan. - : % A
' " The social role of those who remember traditions has

also significantly influenced the type of tradition passed from

. one. specialist to another. Prior to the present cegtury a clan

elder held this responsibility within a specific clan. In addi-

: tion, the omukama required.individuals who"possessed general

information about all clans and he attracted men to his court

, whose knowledge and advice was needed. Some of these men were

’called enfura (friends of the omukama) and although they held no

official position they were esteemed men in society because of

w’their influential relationship with the omukama. One means by
bghich these men: could gain recognition was to acquire an exten-'

':_sive body of historical traditions that could be used by the ' .

. omukama to r\splve legal,cases brought before him.k Traditions"‘:
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of this nature were mainly those concerned with élanifighﬁs in _

'relation*tof1andrw~villageéiwhére~ciahs had”resf&ed;wspifts~ffomﬁw~w;“

" one viliage to anéther within the chiefdom, the. historical rela-

tionships between clané,-andfdifferent_names of the same clan
who iived in surrounding districts. The enfura who was an.

ﬁistorian was called an omwanzuzil (pl. abawanzuzi) by the Kerebe

f\ and the information itself was omwanzuro. _There were usually no

more than six men who held this vaunted position at any particular
‘time. It required considerable time and effort to become an
official (ﬁhat is, one recoghized by the omukama) traditional

‘historian. An"aspiring'historian sought to elicit information

" from men who were already renowned as historians which meant in

' bractice that'the novice would visit his informants perilodically

until he had absorbed the desired factual information. Per-
severance 1s a characteristic of an historian and those in Kerebe

soclety were no exceppion:.\‘ .
' The sbie surviving,official Kerebe historian in“196§ ' «;“
was Bahitwa s/o'nugambége. The édjéctive "offigial“ 1s used in
thehsense that Bahitﬁa claimed to be an omwanzuzl and‘he‘was in

tﬁrh~féc6gﬁizé& as such by ﬁhe;eomﬁunity;: The_Kerebé;’in the

._personfof Bah;twa, afesthua far the onlj‘society stﬁdied‘by_~,_

,“ah‘historign;-

P

‘historians 1nvTanzania~posse§§ihé“éhAinStitut;bnaiiéed role for
‘ L : Lot a. L

- Bahitwa'é khowledgg has épecifiéﬁiiaigétigaé even

-1, In Uganda the. Ganda had guardians of the royal tombs who
“possessed historical information aboqtfdeceased'rulers,*,In o
Rwanda -and Burundl royal traditions were also consclously pre-

. served. - Other centralized .socleties in the interlacustrine region

_Gmaywalso'havefhad‘speg;aiists‘devoted to preserving historical
: ,rgiaditions although there may no:longer be surviving representa~ . -
CELNeB L T A A T e T e T e T e
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though he has attempted t0. encompass all historical traditions.z -

. His most extensive information is on clanSj“their*migratory

routes, their important leaders, their villages of settlement
 and the development of sub-clans. These traditions are not
.focused solely on the Kerebe insofar as most clans have repre-
sentatives living in many different ethnic or tribal communities.
Bahitwa has also made himself the repository.ior events that
feature the Silanga, the maJor royal clan. . ‘ |

| o Bahitwa's rendition of the royal Silanga history is
=valuable because he belongs to the Kula clan, a royal clan that
‘has rivalled the Silanga on the peninsula and island from. the
~late seventeenth century- until the 1920s when its ruler was '

deposed by the British administration. AAs a Kerebe historian,~

Bahitwa has attempted’to bridge the difficulties imposed by his

_ descent and his desire to gain recognition as aaspecialist on

1f}all Kerebe traditions including those‘of the Silanga. t his

‘view of royal history is parochial in comparison to his recount-

_ing of clan traditions.. Diplomatic alliances arranged during

,av_the nineteenth century by Omukama Machunda, for example, are

'-Vunknown to him and the relationship between the»Kerebe and the X

t?'eanda is vague and unimportant for:him. These shortcomings in
“his recounting of traditions exist because of the role performed

‘by a Kerebe omwanzuzi that was determined by an- omukama's need

hfor clan information to resolve 1itigation. The function of the -

fgerebe traditions was, only incidentally related ‘to praise of the,

' omukama or the chiefdom, it was pragmatic because it assisted the

L : H~>_‘s

......

G e




ruler to carry out his functions.1
'“”Thé”system of” maintaining traditions through—specialists;ﬁw»ww

-~ . such as Bahitwa possessed a series of checks to insure accuracy.'

| Bahitwa readily acknowledged that differing versions of men's'
deeds ‘and their significance existed, and maintained that one
task of the omwanzuzl was to determine the authenticity of his
conflicting material. "If a set of coanicting traditions could
not be satisfactdrily resolved by. intensive questioning of numer-
ous informants, Bahitwa resolved the dilemma by accepting the
vérsion held by his most tru\ted and’ respected teachers who were'

'1 themselves abawanzuzi. But.in’ giving a tradition Bahitwa pro-
»vides only the version he has accepted as valid rather than -
‘indicatdng that others held varying interpretations. Once con-
fronted by a different interpretation, however, he would acknow-
ledge its existence and, on occasion; could explain the background
for the opposing views. In the pre-colonial era, the omukama's
method of checking clan traditions was to refer to several R
abawanzuzi who would discuss ccnflicting evidenceé or confirm the

’ evidence supplied by litigants in a dispute. |
| k Specific information relating to a particular event was
"‘never told the ‘same way by two different informants. But for. a
' general history it s possible to. reconstruct the basic histori-

'cal framework without ‘the specifics related to each event, ‘how-

o eVer desirable the specifics may be. Recent historical studies

o [

P — SO

L li A memorized tradition was never passed from one- omwanzuzi
s 1o another as. it was*by griots of West Africa.
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have shown that oral traditions are reasonably reliable.for
/

e ‘general” information, and Bahitwa's are no exception. Major dis-

>

crepancies “on basic trends or developments were not encountered,
with the possible exception of the disputed role assumed by the
Silanga clan in Ihangiro which is discussed in Chapter III.

Bahitwa's material provides the basis for a significant portion .

of the pre-1700 era since his traditions are unusually full for . -

..that period. His evidence refers to the migration of Bantu-
.speaking people into eastern Africa that extends back to the:

first millennium A.D. Nonetheless, his traditions for the remote

‘period are fragmentary and general; they are therefore compared-.

with collected ‘traditions from other interlacustrine societiles.
These provide some check upon Bahitwa's material from other oral -
sources. His traditions complement those from other areas
remarkably well and often go beyond them by_providing more
specific information. As the collection:of oral traditions pro-
ceeds in other communities, Bahltwa's traditions may become more
meaningful.” The information and the interpretation given below,
consequently, should be regarded as an historical reconstruction

based upon the present state of available oral and written

’evidence.

One other Kerebe informant, Buyanza s/o Nansagate,
deserves special acknowledgement.,/ n’1968 he was approximately

86 years of age, about four years Bahitwa's senior. Buyanza 1is

'a §ilanga, aagrandson of‘Machunda, a nineteenth century omukamaL

In contrast to Bahitwa, Buyanza was among the first Kerebe to ~
receive formal mission edycation in the late- 18908 while Bahitwa

~y
I

i f‘l';tz'{q }
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did not receive any formal education and 18 not proficient in
Kiswahili. Buyanza acquired literacy by the. time he was twenty

Ayears old and has retained 1t throughout his life. He was

recruited to serve in the German forces in 1904 and’ participated

in the suppression of the MaJji Maji uprising He - remained in
.the German milfﬂary forces until 1918 when he was among General

~Paul von Lettow Vorbeck's force that finally surrendered in ‘

//’Zambia.‘ His experience outside Bukerebe undoubtedly sharpened

his interest &nd awareness of Kerebe traditions.  ‘'He assiduously
_sought information from elders concerning the Silanga and the
relationship oi the Kerebe to neighboring people. - His tradi-
.tions are rich in references to the Ganda, Haya, Zinza, Sukuma,
Jita (Kwaya),§Ruri, and Luo and are thus characterized as being
ch\efdom ori@nteq in contrast to. Bahitwa's traditions which

' are clan oriented. Buyanza cannot be classified as an official
historian nor is he regarded as such by the community. but he -

| merits the description of an outstanding unofficial historian.
His knowledge, character, and intelligence qualified him as an
‘ideal informant-and his contribution to our knowledge of nine-
vteenth century history in the lake region is unusually great.

‘ The.. historian consults the most reliable and most _pro-. .
'4”ductive sources in collecting data; hence Buyanza and Bahitwa

' ‘were interviewed more frequently than other informants. Their
Tinformation that pertained to maJor developments could usually.

3 Be confirmed by checking with other informants.
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élimatic and Ethnographic Backgronnd‘ |

"It is misleading to refer to Bukerebe as an island in

: historical terms. In the twentieth century the German and
British administrations deepened and broadened ‘the narrow,.SWampy
Rugezi canal that separated the mainland and the island to permit

. _the passage of loaded salling vessels. Previously people waded
across with their livestock, particularly when the water level
was low, furthermore, Bahitwa insisted that the peninsula and
island formed a single geographical unit prior to the nineteenth
century. During the present century themdepth“giwtheVlahe:has

flnctuated between 30 and 40 inches in any glven decade.l

Since
the completion of the Owen Falls Dam at Jinja, Uganda, the
averagé lake level has risen substantially and Bukerebe has -
become an island in every sense of the-word. - It now takes twentj
minutes by ferry to reach the mainland peninsula from the island.
Nonetheless the chiefdom itself was never greatly influenced by
whether or not water separated one district from another, histor-%

lcally the -chiefdom included a maJor portion of the peninsula
1h addition to. the. "island.'f | '

' l. Heinz Dieter Ludwig, Ukars - Ein Sonderfail tro ischer
Bodennutzung Am Raum des . Victoria-sees (ITo-InstILut ?ﬁr Wirt-

_Schartsforschung Mu nchen: Afrika-studienstelle, Nr. 22, Minchen, .

1967), 57... Ludwig has assembled an extremely valuable set of
geographical statistices for the southeastern lake region that

- ineludes populafhion statistics on an ~ethnic basis, soll and
vegetation information and rainfall’ “Information. He has attempted
.to compile all available statistics "for the twentieth century.
Therefore any variations that may occur in: ‘the’ lake level. from -

decade to decade are taken into consideration.

o*;
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' The Kerebe are. predominately an agricultural society that
" has also vigorously pursued hunting, . fishing and herding. Until
. the present century species of sorghums and eleusines, sweet -
potatoes, bananas, various types of groundnuts, and different ;'
types of legumes composed the basic- vegetable diet. During the

nineteenth century new varieties ofwmillet .and scrghum, cagsava,
maize and rice were: introduced to supplement the basic diet.laﬁor
centuries cattle and goats have been especially important for
those Kerebe who could acquire them. Hunting and fishing were

‘ historically important activities although fishing was a greater
concern for those 1iving near the lake shere. _

' A fundamental determinant for an agricultural society

is the average rainfall and its reliability Although local -
‘yariations occur, the entire 1sland receives adequate‘and re;
liable rain for the traditional crops.- The rains usually begin

lkin October when the first crops are planted with the second »
planting occurring during another wet period from December to Cos
‘February. The heaviest rains fall in April and. May, July and ‘
August mark the dry season and harves€ time. The average rain-
fall for the island is over fifty inches annually, in contrast A

- the mainland or peninsula portion of the chiefdom receives only

‘30 to 40 inches.1

The western portion of the island receives
« consistently more moisture than the eastern portion, the dif- o

ference being approximately 30 inches, that is, some 70 inches e

. . N T .
{?\-’? § - - s -
LR . . RETIOR
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—~ 1. E. C. Baker, "Report on Administrative and Social Ccndi- i 'f
- .+ tions 1n the Ukerewe Chiefdom, Cory Papers No. 9, UCD..grp' S
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falls on the western end and some'uo'inches on the eastern end,

.

which has influenced the pattern of settlement.l The drier-
.x‘eastern portion of the island provided the most desirable condi- .
tions for cattle and the dominant grain3°‘ sorghum and eleusin .
People living on the wetter end of the 1sland concentrated to a
greater extent on bananas. In the late nineteenth century the
population was concentrated on the eastern and northern’areas of -
the island. _Elsewhere people tended to dwell -along the lake
shore leaving a large forested area vacant in the central and
western interior. Prior to 1800 people inhabited the central
w'*“‘“‘"'““"‘:“"'z'egion “but ‘as- population "declined- in the nineteenth century - e
o became a preserve for wild animals such as monkeys, wart hogs, '
buffalo, rhinoceros, leopards.and elephants. ;
The earliest population estimate was based on a' hut count
‘in 1907 for tax purposes. The population was then given as
'30,000 for the island, some 13,000 for the peninsula, and 2 000
h for the numerous small islands. that are included within the o
’chiefdom, The large island of Bukara (Ukara) to the north of
{Bukerebe, however, wag never included within the chiefdom. In
'71932 the nopulation was reckoned to e 65,000 with 47,000 living ,_;

74- on the island giving a population ‘density of 218 per square mile

1n contrast to the drier peninsula with a population density of
. - about 48 per square.mile. 2- In recent years the island's
fF“f%f,a;i' Ludwig, Ukara,,39 S
L 2. Baker,."Report on Administrative and Social Conditions =
TR in*the Ukerewe Chiefdom.'-w’ o

pavy
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population is estimated to be 70 000.»

The people currently refer to themselves as Kerebe but

f/ﬁh§§\this is a recent development and one based on the island's name.

Previously the dominant social element of the island's popula-
tion- called themselves Sese (Abasese) But among the Sukuma
living across Speke Gulf the word -sese meant slave and Omukama
Gabriel Ruhumbika (1907-1938), sensitive about his people's
image, advised them to use the name Kerebe which had the added

attribute of[including‘all inhabitants of the chiefdom. - Earliler,

Sese had designated only a minority of thefpopulation albeit theﬂ:"

el T e M

~"important’ people" deséendéd from ¢lans claiming relatively ‘

recent ties with clans 1n an interlacustrine society The

".royal Silanga clan was the leading representative of the Sese .

‘clans who introduced the language and customs from the inter-
lacustrine zone into\Bukerebe. Sese clans apparently permitted .
-other groups to Join their ranks because in 1968 informants gave
‘a broad definition to the term. Distinctions, furthermore, can-
not be readily made on a “elan basis, representatives of a clan
1iving on Bukerebe may have ;been Sese while members of the same

"*Aclan living on the mainland were not regarded as'Sese.

By 1900 there were three ethnic terms used to differenti-,

Zate non-Sese portions of the population who,*together, composed
| the majority of the people. The 1argest group was and remains

the Jita (Kwaya) who began their sporadic emigration in small

&

| 1. Although the term Sese may have a common origin with the

" word Sese used to 1dentify ‘people inhabiting the Sese Islands in’
the northwestern part ogéthe lake, /padition does not provide a
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groups from ‘the east coast of the lake by at least 1800. Another
important group had come during the nineteenth century from the
island of Bukara and is referred to simply as Kara. The third
group was the Ruri who composed the vast majority of domestic
slaves. They originated from the region n:;th‘of .the Jita and
came. from a number of different ethnic stocks.® 1In ‘the 18003 }
‘both the Kara and Ruri'occupied low social positions though the
former group’canlhest be described as agrioultural laborers.‘.The
Jita and Kara migrated into the chiefdom when conditions in
their owniéonntry‘forced them to seek a more favorable place in
~which:t‘o live. The'Jita experienced bccasional famine due to

~ drought and also attacks from pastoralists in the nineteenth
century< The attackers are invariably designated as Masal but
~additional candidates for -the role are the Kuria and the Tatoga
,(Taturu) The Kara, on the other hand, experienced & shortage
‘of food caused by a high population density 80 their problem
existed on a recurrent and virtually annual basis. The Rurl
slares were usually children brought'to Bukerebe‘andfsold by men
needing food during times ,of famine.. In the present century
Sukuma and others began to migrate into Bukerebe in significant

- numbers. S ~ ” o )
| Generally when migrants entered Bukerebe their ethnic
-and 1anguage difference was not stressed, rather, they emphasized ,

- their clan affiliation. With approximately seventy-five

b

t"i.." B l L v ’ ‘
- 1. Eugene Hurel, "Religion et vie domestique des Bakerewe,
e Anthrogos, VI (1911}, 63~ 65«
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_ different clans and sub clans found in this region of* the lake,

.~any one clan ‘may have, had representatives living among half a

dozen, different ethnic ‘groups. Although the different ethnic
representatives of a clan may identify themselves with a distinc-
tive name, they nonetheless are well aware of what their rela— :

tives call themselves in other districts. ‘Thus,’ in this century,

: when the Sukuma immigrated into Bukerebe they would reduce
Kerebe susplcion of themselves as outsiders by announcing thelr

.clan ties and identifying‘their brothers (cousins) and fathers

(uncles) within the chiefdom. All immigrants could. elaim their

Vv, own land within the chiefdom providing they went: through the -

St

proper administrative channels; uncultivated 1and was available -

"to them; although an exception to this policy occurred in fthe

' post-World>War IT period, this barrier was soon removed. Today~p~

the Sese, Jita,_Kara, Ruri, and Sukuma compose the Kerebe, that

7is, the inhabitants of Bukerebe. Throughout this century there -

nas been an increasing tendency for differences separating the

'ethnic groups to decrease in importance. Intermarriages are
_becoming more frequent though total integration remains to be

- achieved.

Linguistically and ethnographically the Kerebe form an

Qintegral part of the interlacustrine societies.l' The politically

T968); Bo-81. A So see %g}an K Taylor, The Western Lacustrine

1. Malcolm Guthrie The Classification of the Bantu -
Lanﬂages (London, 1948},~72-T3. K ohart illustrating the lin- .
gulstic classification of all East African languages together

. wity a new sé&t of suggested terminology can be found ind. Ei G.

Sutton, "The Settlement of East Africe," Zamani: A Survey of
Eagt African Histogx, ed. B. A. Ogot and J. A.. Kieran (ﬁairaﬁi,

50
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and socially influential section of the Kerebe population, the
Sese, modgleg'théir pbliticél:system on the’statés'founded by

-'Ruhinda the Great on the southern and western ‘'shores of the

4

1 Ae.l As wlll be described below the Kerebe ruling clan arrived

in the southeasterntlake.regidn sometime in thevéeventeenth

century‘along with répreaentatives from seven other clans. This

° nucleus of eight clans impbsed their language and customs on the

inhabitants of what became Bukerebe. Before the arrival of. this

~

'contingeﬁt-from the west lake district, the iangqage spoken was

presumably one closely related to that now spoken by the inhabl-
tants of the 1sland of Bukara and the Jita/Kwaya on the south-

eastern shore of the lake. ,All'of theilanguagestaround.the_lake

are mutually intelligable with the exception of that spoken bj
the Sukuma, just to the south of Bukerebe, and the Luo of Kenya

‘on the northeastern corner of the lake. As 1n any sdciéty, the

" Bantu, Part XVIT of the Ethnographic Survey of Africa, ed. Daryll .

Forde (London, 1952). Though the Kerebe are not included within
this volume, the information provided gives an 1dea of the type
of society to which the Kerebe owe much of their cultural herlt-
age. FRather Hurel's "Religlon et vie domestique"” 1s not a

- complefe .ethnographlic survey, as the title itself indicates. It

- 48, however; the only‘published“ethnographicai'materialaavaila_

able. At the present time Father Henryk Zimon of Fribourg Uni-

.versity, Switzerland, 1s completing a Ph.D.. dissertation on the

Kerebe rainmakers in which additional.ethnographic information

“will appear.

1, Ruhinda the Great is used to distinguish the various |

~rﬁlers'with the name Ruhinda from the lmportant founder of the
‘Hinda dynasty in the west lake district. The descriptive word

'@reat ! has been used by Israel K. Katoke in "A History of Karagwe:

‘Northwestern Tanzania, ca. 1400-1915" (unpublished Ph.D. .disserta-

on; Boston University, 1969), 35, and 1t effectively and

‘accurately describes the leader concerned. Katoke estimates that”
~he lived between 1450 and 1520. ' S . -

-~
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_ language or dialect spoken by an inhabitant partially\determined

the social stratum in which he found himself. Those persons

appearing frequently at the royal court found it necessary to

.adopt its usages and a court language developed that was based

on proverbs, nuances, and indirect speech and only frequent
attendance at court could keep a man abreast of current idiomatic
expressions. Since vast powers were centered'within the person

of the omukama, the various clan representatives aspiring to

-become a part of the Sese community and share their prestige

adopted the language of the influential minority In the present

~-century the-Sese language has virtually. become obsolete because

of a steady influx of immigrants (Jita, "Kara," and Sukuma),
tendency to use Kijita in singing, and the 1mpact of Swahili that |
is taught in the primary schools.lv .

‘The technical specialists of Bukerebe included smiths,

- uoodcarvers, basketweavers and potters with only,the woodcarvers‘

and basketWeavers not soclally affeected. Men producedﬁthe
various pleces of wooden obJects such as stools, eating utensils

and canoes. meen were requnsible for weaving various types of

Jibasketry for use in food preparation and serving while larger

types of baskets used for fishing and others for storing food .

and carrying produoe were made by men, these skills were common

within the community. On the other hand) both the smiths and

i

1. The\impact of singing and dancing upon Kerebe society_

_in*the present century 18 discussed in G. W. Hartwig he

Historical and Social Role of Kerebe’ Music," Tanzania Notes and

*“s\ Records, No. 70 (1969), 41-56r~>’
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potters--who were women--came from clans who occupied a low -
social position, though it would be misleading to label them as
despised peoples. Numerous Sese clans have a history of working
with iron as smiths.although this information is not readily
revealed. In’the 19608 only Jita or Sukuma clans do this type'
of work, but even among these ethnie groups it is only certain
clans that perform the work. Intermarriage, until recent years,
did not take place between these clans and others, except the
royal clan which did not fear the skin disease attributed -to
close contact with the clans of smiths and potters..-

__Phe chiefdom possessed most raw materials necessary for

the various specialists. Wood, a scarce commodity in the rela-
_tively dry southeastern lake region, was plentiful.for all tjpes
- of uses, especially for canoe production.‘ Clay and various '
grasses and reeds were bountiful. Salt could be obtained from
some reeds which were also useful in constructing living quarters.
" The major raw material not readily available was iron ore. In
the nineteenth century expeditlons had to be made to Mwanza Gulf
" to obtain hoes from the Longo smiths of Buzinza. .The smiths on
'the island then reworked the worn out hoes .and other damaged

'1mplements to produce the various weapons-and’tools.desired,‘

-

**'* * . #

Kerebe traditions that provide the evidence for this

,g}storical interpretation of Kerebe history also add insights
into the social and economic development of the ‘region. Thé

‘hmethodoiogy used broadigf-the basis gor understanding the Kerebe

Y
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)

and suggests 1eads that other investigators may pursue. When

non—political aspects of culture are known, understood and
emphasized, we will approach a general history of eastern Africa
that concentrates on the development of the majority of people,
their mode of 1ife in addition to their soclal and political
1nstitutions thereby placing in perspective political develop-

ment of individual societies.




‘ Chapter II
EARLY OCCUPANTS OF BUKEREBE

The earlieét 1dent1fiable 1nhéb1tants of Bukerebe were a
hunting people referred to as Sandasyé-(Abasandaéya) in Kerebe
traditions.l According'tp‘the Kerebe historian Bahitwa, the K
Sandasya were<"tail pgople"2 who had previousl& migrated 1nto)the

region ffom the‘ﬁdrtheast. Apparently they continued their

1. The majority of ‘information on the<pre-Silangé period is
the contribution of Bahitwa s/o0 Lugambage, the sole surviving
Kerebe historian. Beginning in August 1968, Bahitwa was inter-.
viewed occasionally until January and PFebruary 1969 when he was
interviewed weekly. Makene 8/0 Tkongolero. contributed important
_supplementary information that clarified and modified Bahitwa's
traditions for the pre-Silanga era. ‘Makene's clan, the Hira,. .
was important in the region before the arrival of the Silanga.
Although certainly not.as knowledgeable as Bahltwa, ha was_ e
extremely helpful in independently validating some of the latter's

3 assertions. Makene was-initially visited in August 1968 and then
R agaln on several occasions in February ;969.7 Hans Cory, a

' sociologist under the British colonial . overnment, collected
. ‘historical informefdon about the Kerebe during the 1950s. -His
;notea,substantiate%%ﬁ%ftraditions.collectéd'although it is pos- ',
- 8ible that the sametin ormant, Bahitwa, was also used extensively
.~ 'by Cory. The latter's material was collected in the presence of.
o2 Omukama Michael Iukumbuzye; presumably other ‘informants were also
- present; ® see “"Ukerewe Local Government and Land Tenure," Cory
.~ - Papers No. 420, UCD. = - =~ . o , ' !
. 2. Bahitwa was dq:inite~;n stating that the Sandasya hunters
R ~w§pe tall"in stature even though hunters are commonly described -
\\‘ : . . ’ . ' s '.‘.. : /.' \(28) ’ ?

-
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general southward movement when the next group of migrants |
»appeared. The descendants’ ‘of the Sandasya are identified by the -
'Kerebel as the Sandawe, a Khoisan—speaking people now living
‘ some 250 miles SSE of Bukerebe.a, Recent archaeological excava-
tions of rock shelters by Creighton Gabel on the northeastern
shores of the“Victoria”Nyanza possibly reveal the tjpe of settle-
ment pattern and mode of existence that can be attributed to the
4 Sandasya. The radiooarbon dates for sites excavated by Gabel
- range from 450 B.C. to 640 A, D.3
‘The Kangara (Abakangara), a pastoral people, followed the
Sandasya hunters into the region, possibly during the latter
. centuries of the first millennium A.D.u' Confusion arises over .
the.present identity of these‘people. - Phe Kerebe claim'that the,,'
Kangara called themselves Nyaturu; yet the Nyaturu are a Bantu-
spesking, predominantly agricultural society, although they have
‘adopted numerous customs of pastoral people. Tradifions col- -
“‘lected from Zinza and Sukuma informants also designate early

pastoralists in their respective distriets as Nyaturu. 5 The

t

~ Sra

l.v When 'Kerebe' or 'informants' is used in the- text to .
~ identify the source of information, 1t means that the tradition
is ‘commonly held byVﬁumerous persons, regardless of clan
,-affiliation. : , \ C

3 2.‘ Sutton, “"fhe Settlement of East Africa," 85-86 s

3. Creighton Gabel "Six Rock Shelters on the Northern |
Kavirondo Shore of Lake Victoria;" AHS,; II, 2- (1969), 219.

R Christopher Ehret, "Cushites and the Highland and Plains
Ntiotes," Zimani, 166-168.

, 5.. A. M. D. Wirnbull, . Notes on the History ‘of Uzinza, Its
Rulers and People," and-0. Guise Williams, ”Tribal History and :
-,Legends--sukuma, Mwanz§¢Province Book, NAT.
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,\ - SRORSS o ettty Sy i e i b s e i L e

T,




A

| e 30
@German explorer Oscar Baumann who passed through Bukerebe in the
18903 identified the Kangara pastoralists in the vicinity as_
"ma turu or, as they refer to themselves, Tatoga. nl Assuming that.
the Kerebe designation for people they now call Kangara has not
been transferred from one pastoral group to another, ‘the original 'p
Kangara can be identified as Tatoga, a Nilotic speaking people |
«“who ‘apé ecilturally and 1inguistica11y related to the Kalenjin
people of western Kenya such as the Nandl and Kipsigis.
The Tatoga (Kangara) brought their cattle and other
livestock with them to their new region of settlement around -
the southeastern corner of the lake. Traditions state emphati-
cally that the Tatoga did not find any people practiclng agri-
culture upon their arrival and, although it is uncertain whether
the Tatoga found hunters in the vicinity, it is a distinct
~ possibility. The Tatoga remained in the area for an undefined
» period of time and according to traditions moved on when their
,Vherds became. too large. It is apparent, however, that some of
them remained in the general vicinity and exercised a considerable
influence over Bantu-speaking egricultural—hunters who followed
“7ﬂin their wake. When the royal clan arrived in the 16003, for
»example, they found Ban%u-speaking people in the area practicing
circumcision, " custom learned from pastcralists.‘ Since it is »

- _reasonably well established&that ‘the Masai did not appear in the i

- 'dregion until,approximately the eighteenth century,2 1t 1s
—ir— —— *
1. Oscar Baumann, Durch Massailand zur Nilguelle (Berlin,
*ss\lsgu), 168.-. ' 'T:T"“"

o~

o o 2;‘ ‘sutton, "The Settléﬁent of East Africa.* 94- f
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necessary to seek an earlier,group, most probably the Tatoga.1
The Tatoga contribution of cattle to the agricultural-hunters is
discussed,below. R s

Either the Sandawe or the Tatoga left an isolated example
. of "rock art"'on Bukerebe. Similar designs and plctorial repre-
sentations have been found in numerous East African localities‘
and Merrick Posnansky, an archaeologist, has made a preliminary ’
study of them suggesting that they are the product of both
hunters and pastoralists. 2 Those found on Bukerebe are located
on the underside of a rock outcrop some twelve feet above the
surface of thé.ground near the lake shore on the south central f
.part of the island. It may originally have been a shelter; the
. surface of a rock ledge extending directly beneath the design
has been worn smooth, seemingly by human activity. A series of
“short vertical red lines, some placed at right angles to others,
‘reveals no meaningful pattern.ﬁ There are no traditions concern- =
ing the lines among the Kerebe which supports the likelihood that

either the Sandawe or the Tatoga were . responsible for them.ﬂ‘
Tt
Bantu-Speaking Agricultural—Hunters :
The: migrants who followed the hunters and pastoralists

- were Bantu—speaking descendents of peoples who entered eastern

S

»

%i Ehret, "Cushites and Nilotes," 163-168.

2, Merrick Posnansky, “The Prehistory of East Afrioa,.
“*sZamani, 65-68
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1 The

Africa in the first half of the first millennium A D.

A<Bantu-speakers moved from west to east, settling oh the western'

shores of the Victoria Nyanza before some moved to the eastern
region of the lake;. Kerebe traditions conform to the postulated
pattern of migration.2 Information provided by Bahitwa, the -
“official" Kerebe historiam, 1s sufficiently detailed to recon-

struct the migratory movement of numerous clans that have dwelt

on Bukerebe at one time or another.3 His traditions also shed

considerable light upon the early Iron Agerin the lakes region
and complement the collected traditions from other:interlacus-

trine societies.y-According to Bahitwa,‘there nere two major

.dispersal regions from which. people migrated to Bukerebe: Buha

and Bunyoro. The majority of clans came . .originally from Buha,
the closer of the two dispersal centers. Bahitwa's concept of
the dispersal. centers is general rather than specific and there-
fore'probably cannot be too closely identified with the present
locations of the Ha’ and Nyoro. -Unfortunately for historians,

Bahltwa's information did not include specific detalls concerning

-

- !

. 1. 7Krchaeol6’ists associate dimple-based and channelled
pots with the spread ofvégon working; simultaneously Bantu-
speakers are assumed to ve produced the aforementioned pots

© . hence .they are credited with the spread of iron working. It is
. a tentatlive hypothesis.

v

v2, Jean Hiernanx "Bantu Expansion.‘KThe Evidence from

*Physical Anthropology Confronted with Linguilstic and Archaeologi-

Shinnis (Oxford, forthcoming}.

S

cal Evidence," JAH, IX, 4 (1968), 507; and J. E. G. Sutton, "The
Iron Age in. East Africa,“ The Iron Age in Africa, ed. P. L.

'3.. Appendix 1 contains a list of the. various clans and
tpeir designated routes to Bukerehe.

~




the‘presumed movement of agricultgral—hunteré prior’bp'their
éntféncg 1n£o:Buhafand Bunyofo; actually, he pfeferred to, regard
Bunyoro as the érea-of "ereation." He could not provide sub~.
sﬁéntial ihformation about ppssible migratioﬁs'before the.Bantu;t
épéékefs entered eastern Africa with the exqeption of the Gara
“meptioned below. Bahitwa's historical orientation for Bantu-
speakers is Bunyoro, to the‘norﬁhwest of Bukerebé;‘thére is no
way to interpret'his ﬁraditions to make them conform to the sug- -
~gested migratioﬁ‘of Bantu=-speakers ffom thé southwes’c.1 Rather,
o his -traditions complement the‘historical reconstrucfibn advanced
by Jean Hiernaux and Aldan Squthall.2 They aSsﬁme that the fore-
runners of the;present Bantu-speaking populétion.gradually moved
from WestiAfrféa\to,the'éast aléng the northern-edge of the L
equét@rial forest zone;,thereby reaghiﬂg tﬁe 1n§erlacuétfine
:area.Br . T o |
According to Bahifwé these Bantu-spéakiﬁg migrants were

family units practicing hunting and agficulture'and'when

- 1. Roland Oliver, "The Prohlem of the Bantu Expansion, "
- JAH, VI, 3 (1966), 375. . In the case of a significant portion

of the Nyamwezi-Sukuma population, a migration from the southern
Congo dispersal center‘igpears reasonable. ‘ ,

_— ‘2. Hiernaux, "Bantu Expansion," 505-515} Aidan Southall,. "The =
. Peopling of Africa--The Linguistic and Soclological Evidence,"
Prelude to East African History, ed. Merrick Posnansky,(London,
‘1965i,‘7ﬁf aIso-reIevant are . W.AB,'Huntingford, "The,PeOpIing
.. of the IntéPfilor of East Africa By Its Modern Inhabitants,' -
* History of East Africa, vol. I ed. Roland.Oliver and Gervase - -
'Mathew (London, 1963), 80-81, éS; A. M. D, Tirnbull, "Wahima,"
_ Cory Papers No. 231, UCD; Hans Cory, "(Banyamwezl) The Country -
~ . -and-T# Inhabitants," Cory-Papers-—No. 43,-UCD.. . - . . -

'+, 3. Southall, "The Peopling.of Africa," Th.
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diScussing migrations Bahitua refers to a specific'clan~(oluganda)
not to Bantumspeakers in general. From Bahitwa's usage of. "clansﬁ
it is impossible to determine if clusters of kinsmen now desig-
nated as: clans possessed a similar composition in the first -
millennium A.D. He also fails to distinguish between a clan and
a number of clans who may have formed a "tribal" unit. Whether
the clans he enumerated and identified as Bantu-speakers were So
originally createsvan‘additional dgifficulty in discerning the . .
movement of various people. When asked to name the early groups
of people who migrated to Bukerehe\he began with the Sandasya,
then"proceeded.to the Kangara, Gara, Konl, Sohera, Nange, Si,
Hira, Twa, etc. He identifled the Sandasya as the Sandawe and
‘the Kangara as "Nyaturu" (Tatoga), both of whom speak a non-Bantu
1anguage. Once groups of agricultural- hunters within the dis-
persal centers are discussed Bahitwa ceased to distinguish one
cluster or clan from another, they are all indiscriminately ‘
included. within the basic_"clan list.yiwn‘
A The Twa {Abatwa). provide an example of the. difficulty in
) iattempting to reconstruct the - early era from Bahitwa's tradl-
.Ttions. In Rwanda the Twa compose a pygmy population that is made
~ooup of numerous clans whz?eas in Karagwe there is a. Hima (pastoral)
~ elan by the name of Twa.: Bahitwa's "Twa lived on Bukerebe for
time before returning to Rwande.~ Although he had no infor--
mation on the physical characteristics of the Twa ‘to suggest i CL
whethgr they were either pygmies: or tall pastoralists, he did :
. wknow that they Were renowned potters, an attribute strongly sug- %ZA
Hei\\gesting that his Twa were related to the Rwandan pygmies who are

SRR
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skilled potters. However the basic problem remalns; it is
impossibhle to determine whether they were a single clan or -com-
posed of a number of family units. A related issue is Bahitwals
4dentification of pastoral migrants. He identified them as a
tribe but without smaller social unlits. His'fourApastdral
"srothers" are the Somali, the Kwabi (Masai), the Kangara
(Patoga), and theAHuma (Hima, Tusi). He draws agdistinction
between non-Bantu—speaking pastoralists and Bantu—speaking people

' such as the Sukuma who maintain large herds of cattle . Signifi-
'cantly, he designated the Hima, who now speak a Bantu language,
as being different, a clrcumstance reflecting that their origins

B ': differ from'other Bantu-speaking people. The 1mprecise nature
| of Bahitwa's tradltions means that it 1s exceedingly difficult

to determine wilthout additional evidence from other sources, as
.yetsuncollected, whether or not some "clans" were originally
Anon-Bantu—speaking but then gradually became assimilated by the
~agricultural-hunters. ,
Bahitwa attributed a uniqué_‘Igratory route to the Gara,
.. one ofgthe earliest "elans" to appear on Bukerebe. The tradi-
tion is unique in that it does not begin with Buha or Bunyoro,;
~rather, he claimed that they came from the west, from Gana, in.
‘fact "Nkrumah's Ghana." According to Bahitwa the Gara migrated
veastward to Bunyoro where they divided into two ma jor segments. A
ne group continued traveling eastward while tracking a wounded
eleggant until-they reached "Mombasa" (the Indian Ocean) The
;§§\ other segment traveled south from Bunyoro 1nto present day

e Buhaya.‘ The hiving-off process of individuals and small clusters

_ e«
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from a core group or groups continued and eventually gome repre-
sentatives arrived in Bukerebe, it is from these people that the

island of Bukara receives 1ts name according to Bahitwa (at some

" time the "g" sound being altered to a "k" sound to produce

Bukara rather than Bugara). The alleged migration from "Ghana"
is staggering in its scope, concomitantly the portion dealing
with the movement fron somewhere in western Africa tq\Ennyoro
complements existing lingulstic evidence. . |

' The Longo'(Rongo) are another cluster of people whose
designation has caused confusion among-hlstorians. They.inhabit
a portion of Buzinza and have assumed & vital role in the region

as smelters of iron ore and as forgers of hoes which became the

basic medium of exchange for much’of this area in eastern Africa

during the nineteenth.centuny, An early account of the inhabil-

tants of Buzinza identi:ied the Longo as a group of clans nho

were descendants of the original Bantu-speaking people.1 The

,given identity of the Longo has varied from a distinct ethnic

B group, on the one hand, to a single clan on the other hand..

Ak'Bahitua's traditions, in this'particular case, provide signifi-

cant information because many of the Kerebe clans have ancestors

‘ who were Longo priorigo their departure from the area. He _

ridentified the Longo as a cluster of clans cooperating in iron

. ore smelting and hoe production.‘ Non-smiths, according to the

Kerebe historian, used the name Longo to identify the smiths,

Adeniging'the name.from the verb hulongo, meaningfto cooperate in

)

I.'/Turnbull, 9Notes gg,thelnistorwaof Uzinza."
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the smelting and smithing processtr“Bahitwa‘s own anceStors of -
the Kula clan at one time worked as ‘smiths in Buzinza ‘and formed
a portion of the Longo population, thus his description of these
people is particularly valuable since his traditions account for
the distinct;qualities of the group and its numerous segments in
contrast to other people in the vieinity who refer to them i

indiscriminately as & single entity.!

A}

Migratory Routes from Buha and Bunyoro

b

In all, Eahitwa enumerated at various times.the names '
of 107 clans and sub clans that allegedly settled in the district
of Bukerebe at unspecified times; the list provided by him cannot
.be considered as complete nor beyond correction.l' Only a

i minority of these clans still reside in the area while others
"either migrated to other districts or died out. Bahiltwa relates>
the dispersal center from which the ancestors of each clan i

. emigrated--either Buha or Bunyoro--in addition to the general
»migratorylroute taken. While some details concerning routes and
4clan totems, particularly of those who are no’ 1onger represented
© - in the’ chiefdom, may be erroneous, the general pattern of AL
- dimigration that emerges 18 complex and seemingly reliable. »
A recent historical reconstruction of Karagwe by Israel
.K. Katoke correlates well with Bahitwa's traditions. Katoke's
T ',-* ot R
. "In Appendix l, 109 groups are’ listed but two of them, the o

Q§§andasya and thée Kangara, are non~Bantu-speaking ‘and are not
r\included within the discussioasof agricultural-hunter migrations.

R . ;.
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evidence suggests that the original Bantu-speakers arrived from
the Buha reglon where they "were later found by their 'cousins'.

from Bunyoro."l

Bahitwa's information, however, makes no clear
distinction regarding which dispersal center provided the original
immigrants for either the interlacustrine-or the hukerebe areas,
although the Gara were among the first groups on Bukerehe and
they ceme via Bunyoro. - ' |

In all likelihood the clanszahitwa enumerated were

' prepresentatives of a general movement of people that entered
eastern Africa shortly after the time of Christ. Bahltwa's
traditions ‘suggest that the movement from the dispersal centers
was gradual with small groups of migrants moving in virtually
all directions with a considerable intermingling of people from .

'Buha,and Bunyoro. Bahitwa is relatively 8pecific about the route

. taken by seventy-eight clans included in Appendix l. The _

': maJority that have reslided on Bukerebe trace thelr origins to
5-Buha, the closer of ths Ewo centers. As far as can be determined

from-Bahitwa's account, only a few representatives of -a glven

, clan migrated from the dispersal area at any one time with a

‘nucleus remaining in the center, awfew people moved on some

”_pdistance ﬁefore settling d%un again farther east.j'"Clans were

S fragmented during this process and it appears that a new name

;afwas frequently given.to the "fragment" of the clan after its -
vhiving-off although an identity with the parent group often con-"
. ”tinued tgrough the‘ceﬁ%uries. Important variations to the basic

- ' R
S S S TP
——_ 1. Katoke, "A History of Karagwe," 32. -~ e T
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eastward migration from Buha occur, partieularly for-those

migrants moving northward who eventually had representatives

. 1iving on ‘Bukerebe. Some eclans moved into the Karagwe area,_then' B

-representatives backtracked, and gradually moved along the .

~ southern-shores of the lake until reaching the Bukerebe district.

Simultaneously other migrants-continued their northerly trek into

present day Uganda, then moved east along the northern lake

' shore, and finally a few moved back south along the eastern lake

shore to Bukerebe.

The Bunyoro dispersal center illustrates the same general
complex migratory pattern with hundreds.of mlles traVeled,but
most likely over hundreds of years in time. According to

Bahitwa a substantial numbqr of Kerebe clans--twenty-seven--

trace their origins to Bunyoro in comparison to fifty-one from

Buha. Three different routes are discernible for those migrantsj

-"'with origins in Bunyoro who eventually arrived in Bukerebe. A

general movement to the south from the dispersal center implies

that many of the migrants intermingled with people from the Buha

Vcenter in the Karagwe area. Some of, these migrants<§oaﬁded the
-

lake and joined the movement of clusters from ‘Buha that were -

' moving eastward toward Bukegébe. As will be described below, a

group of exiles representing approximately eight clans came i

;;across the lake in the seventeenth century from Ihangiro to

_ Bukerebe, this method of migration was most unusual and this

3

~group is t;e sole exgmple of immigrants who extensively used :
sziter transportation. The third oluster of clans from Bunyoro

mo\\d eastward from the center begoge traveling southward along -
, | i
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the eastern lake shore.
| One purported,impetns for migration was strife between
clan members. The consequences of this friction are revealed 3/
»in thendevelopment of sub- clans of the Silanga and Timba clans :
whilech then adopted distinctive names and, in one case, alteredA
the clan totem. The royal Silanga ¢lan traces. 1its origins to .
the Bunyoro dispersal center from where they traveled eastwards
>.and then south along the east side of the lake. TWradition
places ‘them at Isene, a district to the east of Bukerebe,  when a
quarrel in the clan--called Segena--caused one man to seek his
future elsewhere. 'The.individual eventually arrived in Ihangirom
chiefdom where he and his family were given the clan name Silanga
which was derivedffrom skill in constructing canoes.‘ When his
descendants had established their chiefdom in Bukerebe surviving
» " members of the parent Segena clan from.Isene Joined{them on |
. Bukerebe. They retained thelr separate 1dentity although both
‘the Segena and the Silanga sub-clan claimed the same bird and
fish totems. later, two sub—clehs hived;off frOm the'Silanga.
. The Gembe sub-clan was formed when one "brother" of the chief-
‘dom's founder allegedly selected a hoe when they arrived in |
‘T,Bukerebe, symbolizing his p?iference for cultivation, while a
lsecond "brother“ selected a drum, symbolizing his preference for_
ruling The Yambi, the second sub—clan to splinter from the
Silanga, came into existence during the reign of the fourth
. Kérebe omqyama when a son of the. ruler killed a brother and was
Qgéected from the clan. All sub-clens that evolved retained the

totems of the parent Segena clan%frgm Isene, &lthough a new
. ‘ o N : :



. , ho
social unit was created each time another name appeared. The

»experience of the Timba clan stands in contrast with that of the

K Silanga. Another clan dispute, possibly in the eighteenth

v,lcentury, caused the eJection of one member who originated the

4ﬁ.sub—clan name of Chamba and subsequently acquired two different
. totems from those of the parent clan.

| The bewildering changes in "clan" names and the less
frequent adoption of new totems make it difficult, i1f not
virtually impossible, to tracerthe interrelated-clusters of
people who share common ancestors merely by names or totems.
Bahitwa's clan information, for example, includes as far as he
can remember, the clan name of" those who dwelt on Bukerebe dur-
‘ing at least the past millennium and the name of the parent or

i sub- clan that lived in Buzinza, Buha, Bukara, etc., a formidable
,Jmaze of varying names which reveal the hiving-off process and
;the tendency to alter the clan name when- settling in a new ;
location. Although alterations in clan totems also occurred, an
interesting pattern emerges from a survey of those totems pro-

. vided in Appendix 1. Two basic phenomena appear. the majority

of clans that trace their origins to Bunyoro have a- wild animal,ww‘

\a bird, or a fish 2: a: totems in contrast, most clans with
"origins in Buha have ‘cattle totem, and in some . cases a wild .
'Wlanimal is the second totem.; It is generally explained by infor--”
mants that ‘totems originally came into existence either because'
“the particu;ar "thing, whcther it be an animal .8 bird, a fish .
QE%aF obJect, had either harmed an ancestor and was therefore _

e,

1--fcurseg by him, or. the "thing" aidag g% ancestor~in some way and
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- was henceforth protected b& his descendants. _
Thisvavaiiable 1p§orﬁation about clans? totems, and élan
~origins, suggests that the Bantu-speaking clusters at the time
of their éntry into East Africa possessed totems of which the
vast majority wérerwildlanimalé.l Gra&ually new’totem§ were
added reflecting an impof%ant'event or development for the clan
or sub-clan. Not least of the important events in this area of
East Africa was the introduction‘of_éattle, probablyvduring.the
first millenniﬁﬁ A.D., and the clans emanating from Buhé were
more influenced by pastoralists, as indicated by the catﬁ&e
;‘totems, thaﬁ those emanating from Bunyoro and now living in the
southern lake region.2 It appears'thgt totems of clans 1n.the\
Buha center were elther replaced after catfle Were intpoduced or
thefe was a substantial amount of intermarrilage betweén the.
'-lBanturspeaking population and the Nilotic-speakingTpﬁsgessors of
cattle with the result that some pastéralists became sedgntary'J
© - and more dépendentnupop agricultural produce in addition to
‘chuiring a Bantu language.’ A'discﬁssioh of BéhitWafé traditions

t

1. I wish to acknowledge the many profitable discussions’
- on the problems of -glans and their totems that I have had with
... Carole -A. Buchanan. ho has parrigd out histor;cal-reSearch in

. Bunyoro.

‘..-2, Hans Cory and M. M. Hartnoll provide information on Haya =
¢léns and their totems.. Generally their -data provide a mixed

pleture and do little to clarify Kerebe treditions. It 1s signi--
. ‘ficant to note, however, that the majority of Hima clans. have .
one type of cow or another as a totem. Unfortunately data are,
incomplete op. the Hima“but,a»sizable<m1nority did not possess
cattle totems. An impressive number of non-Hima(clanS:alsohh?d
cattle totems: Customary Law of the Haya Tribe London, 1945), -
 Tables 1-45, 287"'8"—3.2 9. Y T |
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concerning the introduction of cattle 1s given below. |
. The Bantu-speaking population of the southeastern lake
region was eventually composed of migrants with similar cultural
backgrounds from Buha and Bunyoro although people from the former
center had received a more intensive exposure to pastoral values.
l; The language of the Bantu-speakers in the interlacustrine area
‘is markedly different from that epoken by the Nyamwezi and Sukuma
which is8 a reléted Bantu language. Around the shores of the

Victoria Nyanza the Sukuma and the Nilotie-speaking Luo pessess

e languages that are significantly different from that of others

in the vicinity, but the majority speak mutually intelligible
languages and these people are the descendants of the early Bantu-
speakers from Buha and Bunyoro..1 This population 1n turn has been
influenced by intrusive people speaking other languages, the

_ ‘major event belng the appearance of the Hima (Tusi)rpastoralists

.:. into the interlacustrine region. Although they adopted the

- language of the agricultural majority, they also altered it
significantly. The Kerebe spoke the language of the interlacus-
trine cultures pnce the royal clan and- its entourage of followers
imposéd it upon the inhabitants of Bukerebe after ‘they arrived.
Their language was obably still intelligible to the earlier

' 'occupants'whose'language is currently.spoken by their Kara'and

i

T ‘ o . NI '
1. Guthrie,—~Classification of the Bantu Languages, 42-43.
. . u i . . ! .
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Jita descendants.1

Hunting, Fishing and Agricultural Pursuits -
of the Agricultural-Hunters :

Hunting, both as a food source and for protecting culti-
vated crops, was 1mportan£ for the early agricultural-hunters in
Bukerebe and the neighboring’region. The significance of hunt-
ing among the ancestral predecessoré of most Kerebe clans is.pro-
vided in,the ethnographic notes recorded by Turnbuil in the 19208
when he described the ironworking Longo of Buzinza as ﬁunters and
recorded nothing about their agriculturél 1nterests.2 As
descendants of early agriculturél-huhters from the BUhé dispersal
center, thelr described preoccupation with huhting‘reflects a
condition that presumably exlsted centurles ago; Kerebée tradi-
‘tions”fefer to the 1mportaﬁce of hunting, particulérly in
sparsely populated areas where wild life was abundant and not .
greatly'threateﬁed by man. Tra@itions frequenﬁly explain the .-
movement of people by stating that they were hunting an animal
that 1édfthem‘%o.a.desirable‘lbcation ;nd,hence;they,settled‘1n
the apea; , ¥ | | | - |

“ Hunting is a préstigigﬁs:activity in traditions. - Men

: 1. A map 1llustrating the location of people speaklng
various languages. in East.Africa and also distinguishing between
those people around the Victorla Nyanza influenced by the Hima
..and those: whp- missed their irifluence. can be found in the supple-
B ment -provided by Franz Stuhlmann, "Ethnogzraphische Uebersicht der
Vﬁ;%;r des Bquatorialen Ost-Afrika," Mit Emin Pascha ins Herz von

Afrike (Berlin, 1894).  © B

2. Turnbull, "Notes on thg,g;géory~pr Uzipza."




b6
hunted animals for their flesh to supplement the vegetable diet
provided by the agricultural activities of the women. Cultivated.
- crops in turn had to be protected from wild animals and men had
the responsibility of preventing burrowing and grazing animals
from destroying crops by using trenches and pit-traps.' Askthe
Sopulation‘increased in agriculturally favorable districts mild
animals were forced to give»way to a sedentary population with
hunting decreasing in importance for the people who* remained in
‘the éf;é. Where varlous specles of antelope existed hunters
used bow and arrow, frequently assisted by their dogs who located,
chased and confused the}intended victim.1 Traditions suggest
that large animals gsuch as buffalo, elephant and hippopotamus
receired very little attentlion from tne early hunters. Not
until formal hunting assoclations were introduced do traditions
refer specifically to hunting of these larger animals. It 1s
"~ explained that only with an organized group of hunters possess-
ing specific skills in addition to magical knowledge necessary
to hunt successfully a particular animal, could the task be
. undertaken without exposing the participants to unreasonable
risks. on Bukerebe men have not always imposed their will on
wild animals. Bagitwa,maintains that many centuries ago, long
(before the royal clan arrived in the 16008, Bukerebe was literally
invaded by large numbers of wild life, presumably animals such :

as buffalo and elephants. The agricultural hunters of the region

.#?‘__v“m. o o .
1. -See Aniceti Kitereza, "How Men and Women Came to Live
“iogether, " Natural Histo_z_'x mocxxx,p;f (1970), 9-19
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were unable to cope wilth them and‘were'forced to withdraw from
the district. Only after the animals had departed could the
" people once again occupy the area.

In contrast to the early importance assigned by tradition
to hunting, fishing activities~are not accorded much significance'
although in recent centuries fishing appears to have increased
in importance.1 Tradition:zassigns specific methode, implements, i
and fishing techniques to particular clans;-unfortunately it is
impossible to determine the sequence of clan arrivals or, even
the approximate time of their arrival that a hypothetical recon-
struction of early fishing activities necessitates. There 1s a
dearth'of pubiished historical evidence from other fishing com-~
: munities around the lake; traditions from fiShing populations‘
on the west side of the Victoria Nyanza, for example, would be

valuable in understanding their historical role.

Bahitwa's traditions reveal 11tt1e about any fishing

- . .clans that 1ived in the southeastern area of the lake before the

arrival of the Silanga clan in the seventeenth century ‘however

they do 1ndicate that the cultures on ,the western side of the
:lake were strzkingly different from those. on the eastern side,
-a situation that i;?revealed when innovations 1ntroduced by the

7‘:royal clan are enumerated. The royal clan, or someone within

f their entourage, introduced an unbarbed metal fish ‘hook’ (emigonzo)

-

: 1. Comﬁ%rative information on Kerebe and Haya fishing T
Practices in the present century 1is described: by H. A. Fosbrooke,
‘ Aspects of the. Kimwani FishingTQplture, JRAI, LXIV (1934),

~

oL 2.
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;g_ and a three'prongea metal fish spear (amasaku).l The factifhat
‘ the Silanga are also credited with introducing the sewn canoe
'enhances;Bahitwazs contehtion that early clansghad littile to‘do
with fishing.2 ‘Yet other informants dontendfthat their ancestgrs
preceded the Silanga into the district and had "alwéys" concen-
trabed on,fishing.3 ‘These clans utilized basket traps (eﬁigono)
and possibly fénce traps (emibiso) and consequently did'n&ﬁ
depend upon canoes for fishing since both devices are used along
the lake shore. Kerebe traditions thus reveal some complexitiés
that will be invoive&”iﬁ“éVéhtually reconstructing the history
of'fisr}ing‘populations.4
| While Kerebe traditions suggest that hunting clans
»originally_had a éeparate identity from fishing clans, they
:éssociéte agricultural innovations with the hunters, vt early
. fishermen may have practiced agricultgre as well. Bahitwa con-
fidently contends that gpe‘agriculturél-hunters who were 1in the

Buha and Bunyoro dispersal centers cultivated a’nuﬁber of food

N A fEiﬂhing;implements and technigues are discussed and
" ""31lustrated By S. and E. B. Worthington, Inland Waters of Africa
- (London, 1933), 142-151. = T I
2 de Hornelig "Tndonesian Influence on East African
. culture," JRAI, IXIV (1934), 324-325. Illustrations of canoe’
types found around the Viectorian Nyanza are in Worthington,
. Inland Weters of Africa, 157-162. Lt ' T

: '3, Neki Kageril, Makene sgo Ikongolero, and Mpehl sgated
- that{ fishing clans preceded the Silanga in contrast to Bahitwa
who Qlaimed that the fishing clans arrived with or later than
the Silanga, . * . . S I ‘ »
4. ZInformation on early fishermen near Lake Tanganylka is
*  found in Andrew Roberts, -"The Nyamwﬁgygﬁ'TanZania Before 1900,
~ ed..A. Roberts (Nairobi, 1968), 118.' T~




crops but the1e§tent to whieh hunﬁinétené gathering supplemented»
other food acqulring activities remains unclear although SOil r
and climatic conditions would limit the role of cultivation.

-A1l informants agree that the earliest types of cultivated grain
were sorghum (omugusa) and eleusine (endwero) . Bahitwa also
stated that the earliest clans cultivated two species of ieg;mes
(enkole andrenzutwa):in addition to two species of groundnuts
(empande and enknku) 1 The Kerebe acuuired at'least one type of
banana in the 16008, later, about 1800, they experienced a
veritable revolution in agriculture that accompanied the. gra of T
1ong distence trade and travel which will be discussed in i
Chapter VII. {

AEspecially noteworthy is the fact that the banana (or
plantain) was not known to the early clans in Buha and Bunyoro
'and was not introduced to the southeastern area of %he lake until
the royal clan brought suckers of the plant with them from
Thangiro on the western lake shore.2 Bahltwa's understanding of
”the dispersal of bananas within the‘interlacustrine zone.indi-
_cates that the early migrants did not yet have them when the )
: pastoral Tatoga passed through the country west ‘of the 1ake.'

Bahitwa'assumes thé% this plant was brought into the lake region

1. Refer to David N. McMaster A Subsistence 2 Geograggx
of Uganda (Bude, England, 1962);>ﬂé 59, 72-87; also P. J. Green-

way, rorigins of Some East African Food Plants," East African

Agricultural Journal, vol. 10 (1944), 34 39, 115-TT§7 177-180,
251-256, and, voli il (1945), 56-63. ;

2.~ G W. Hatchell "phe History of the Ruling Family of
Ukérewe," TNR, 47/48 (1957), 198; "H%gtory of Ukerewe Chiefdom,
~;Cory\\epers '8 NO. 290, UGD. o o

-~




'fromAthe north; although this isrinconsistent with a current
“historical hypothesis that 1t was introduced into the‘inter-

lacustrine area from the Zambesi basin far to the south.1

The Introduction of Iron Technology

Bahitwa's traditions indicate that the early agricultural-
hunters in Buha and Bunyoro possessed the knowledge of iron work-
ing, both smelting and forging; He stated in addition that "ail"
early clans had smiths (abahesi) within thelr midst, howeverihis
traditions did not differentiate between smelters of iron ore, a
highly specialized skill requiring sophisticated technical know-
ledge, and forgers, who only reworked iron :

Smithing has- not been a prestiglous occupation among the

"Kerebe for a number of centuries, an attitude possibly acquired

: “from the. Tatoga pastoralists. Members of Kerebe smithing claps

2

,have been restricted in their marriage arrangements to the extent
that they could only marry into other smithing clans or with the
_royal Silanga clan. Silanga women, unlike others, had no fear of

»marriage with smiths because they possessed "medicine suffi-

,_‘ciently powerful to.protect themselves from ‘a skin disease

~7fassociated with people who worked with iron.( Bahitwa and other
,Vinformants did not satisfactorily explain. the origin of social

frestraints imposed upon Smiths, a development dating at least i

———

’?“ R -

N 1. Sutton, ”Settlement of East Africa," 92; see also D. N. S
-Mcmast_erz "Speculation of the Coming oﬂathe Banana to Uganda, ~

952), 145-147
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”from the 16008, but informants agree that.a significaﬁfmpropor;
tion of the early clans had smiths (forgers) within,their
midét.l Bﬁtwby the nineteenth century oniy one Sese clan, the
Bago, contiﬁued to forge iron whi;e a second clan, the Gabo,
proviged a few iron ritual objéqts for the'abékama. Opherwiée
all smiths were imﬁigrants either of Jité or Zinza extrﬁction,
and in the present century only the descendants of Jita migrants
Qave.remained active in this work. The trend hﬁé consistently .
. béen for smiths to;abandon this occupation because of the soclal
imposltions. 4

. The Victoria Nyanza reglon 1s.pérticular1y well endowed
with iron ore déposifs._ In the southern lake district the
richest deposits were located in Buzinza while minor,depbéits
were found to the east and south of Bukerebe Island. Although
tbaditions~are contradictory as to @he ifon ore depésit that was
,eiplbited by Kerebelsmiths before the eiéﬁteenth'égntury, it is
apparent that ore from Kulwlrwl, a highland massif on.the pehin-
sula just to the east of the 1sland; waé smelted‘befére'i700.2

The ‘smel_te,z_'s», belo&ged to the Gabe clan who resided on Kulwirwi

1. Although this‘zg Bahitwa'sfcpntéhtion, Makene s8/0

Ikongolera of the Hira clan, a clan thatilived,1nfthe,regionifor¥

“an extended periddfbeforejthe=Silanga;arrived,,confirmed that at

.one time his ancestors had smithed. The Hira'eventually'dominated.;’“"

-other clans around them and. became dependent.upon the subordinate
“population for smithing services. As evidence that another = -
particular early clan had smitheg,‘Bahitwa claimed that he had
found waste matérials assoclated with smithing while cultivating

a garden in a village formerly occupied by the clan (gara) who 20

left the igland”years-ago.

2. ~Magoma s[b_Kitina‘in~addition;§§§§§hitwa maintained this

. point ef view. K2

Tt T
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until the 1700s when they were driven from it by the Silanga.

With the Gabé smelting iron ore on Kulwirwi, the mountain

served as the center for hoes which were also made. by the smelters
and then bartered for livestock or grain. When hoes. had been
worn down by use, and the attrition rate of the untempered metal 4
used in hoes was relatively high, the remaining blade and shaft--

the section inserted into the handle--was reheated and reworked

by local smiths (fofgers) to make such objects as arrow heads,

spears, and knives. 1In the 16008, according to Buyanza, the hoe

made by the Gabe smitlis was called ebyebwe and was smaller in

size than the Zinza type later used. Some form of the word

gembe was also used at approximately the same time in relatlon

'to the hoe since the Gembe, the sub-clan of the Silanga mentioned

above, acquired their name from their choice of a hoe in pre-

ference to a drum. The word gembe shares a common root, -embe,

~ with the Kiswahili word for hoe, jembe. The hoe used by the

Kerebe since the eighteenth century was called enfuka and was

2

acquired from the Longo in Buzinza.
Centuries ago, according to Bahitwa, local forgers were
*

numerous and common, particularly in clans settled in sparsely

’populated districts treiven higher concentrations of population,
; specialization apparently emerged within specific clans, a

J"development primarily dependent upon the extent of political and

religious authority with which gach. clan was 1mbued, the. greater
the authority,;he more likely that a clan's members ceased smith--
ingékﬁfpecialization 1n iron working by particular clans com=-

menaed\\efore 1600 among the Kerebe gpf%h implies.significant
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interdependence among clans in the area. Consequepély the Gabe
clah who controlled the iron ore sources on Kulwirwi assume an
important role in Kerebe traditions at the time the Silanga

_arrived, they were in a position to command respect and coopera-
- tion although they were confined territorially to Kulwirwi. This
arrangement was‘dramatically altered in the eighteenth century
when a military encounter between the Gabe and Silanga dispersed .
the former who subsequently occﬁpied a subordinate»rifual role
in relation to the Silanga, 1eaving the Kerebe without a local

source for hoes and 1t then became necessary to acquire them by

barter in Buzinza.

Cattle and the Agricultural-Hunters

Bahitwa relates that the migrants who emigrated from

Buha and Bunyoro had sheep, goats, dogs, and chickens, but not
cattle. His ‘tradition emphatically asserts that the Tatoga,
speakers of a highland'Nilotic 1anguage,1 1ntroduced cattle to
.ithe Bantu-speakers, presumably the shorg-horned type. The

“ Tatoga, according to Bahitwa's tradition, moved westward with
 thelr cattle through present-day Uganda from Mount Elgon and’ then
1]moved southward through the interlacustrine region into central
,; Tanzania. During this migratory period, the pastoralists '
.encountered Bantu-speaking people who acquired cattle when ‘the

'pastoralists eﬁghanged them for grain during times of food

-—

———————;

" 1. Ehret, "Cusritesfand’N119Q385;4@5§e167i o
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shortages. From Karague, a kingdom west of the lake,‘there are
traditions.claiming that the agricultural population.there‘pos-
sessed short-horned cattle before the Hima pastoralists arrived
with the long-horned breed by the fourteenth century,-thus sﬁp-:
porting Bahitwais tradition that the Hima-Tusi did not introduce
the former cattle into the interlacustrine zone.l

Kerebe traditions unfortunately provide few insights
into the probable integration process that occurred between the
agriculturalghunters and the pastoralists. It 1s 1likely that ‘
this occurred to a greater degree with the first wave of pastora-
lists, particularly in and around the Buha dispersal center, ’
since the later Hima wave nas retained its identity in the inter-
lacustrine zone over at least a five hundred year period. No'i"
clan that settled in Bukerebe has a pastoral 1dentity or back-

ground recalled in traditions, although in the mid- 18003 an

‘ ‘omukama had some twelve Tatoga (Kangara) wives. Yet a. recogni-

tion of contributions from the pastoral Tatoga abound in

traditions. Cattle, their care and treatment, for example, is

'—Vaccepted as particularly significant. Within the spiritual

/‘

frealm, Rugaba was respected by the Kerebe as the protecting
wguardian spirit for cattle.. This same spirit assumed an important
trole in the spiritual relam’ of the. various states west of the ‘_'

:_1ake where the spirit was generally, though not always, associated

2

A

1. 7. Ford® and R. Ge’Z. Hall "The History of Karagwe
(Bukoba District)," TNR, 24 (1947, 4. Also see Gideon S. Were,

"The W%stern Bantu. Peoples from D. 130%;to 1800, Zamani, 179.

~
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wlth cattle.l Bahitwa also made the revealing comment that the
Tatoga taught she Kerebe to work and socialize»together, reinforc-
1ng the impression that agricultural-hunting:clans were virtually
self-sufficient, autonomous units that reluctantly merged with |

their neighbors into larger corporate entities.'

Q\

Traditions state that the Sandawe, a hunting people,
originally settled in the southeastern lake district. They were
succeeded by the pastoral Tatoga who had migrated through the-
interlacustrine district, encountered Bantu-speaking agricultural-
hunters_znere, but arrived in.fhe Bukerebe area prior to the
latter gronp. The agriculturai-hunters had entered eastern
Africa from the west and then dispersed from two major centers:

; Buha and Bﬁnjoro. These'early migrants are described in Bahitwa's
" traditions as clans but they may have beenAclusters or bands‘of
people compoeed of‘numerous'clans. From Buha and?Bunyoro migrat-
ing clans that eventually had representatives residing in
“Bukerebe took varying routes to reach the area, revealing a com-
plex pattern of movement*with people from: the two dispersal
ﬁcenters intermingling freely. Unfortunately the continual pro-
cess of small groups hiving-off from parent clans and subsequently

fchanging their elan names and less frequently thelr’ totems impedes

-

1. Hans- Cory, ‘“fhe’ Earliest History of Bukoha," Cory Papers
No. 79s Cory,- "Bantu Religion of Tanganyika," Cory Pa ers ‘No.
" 41; CoPy, "The Bahinda in Bumbwiga. (a Bukdba Chiefdom Cory
: Papers_NgL 4o, UCD s .
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attempts to trace clan 1nterrelationsh1ps. These early migfaﬁﬁs‘v:7

practiced agriculture and hunting; fishing may have been the con- -

,cern of a smaller number of clans. As the population became more
sedentary the dependence upon agriculture increased. Iron 4
technology was known to the agricultural-hunters who used metal w
implements and weapons. Thelr close contact with pastoralists
-not oﬁly gave them access to cattle but also introduced social
changes such as avoidance of smiths which created new problems
for a population that heretofore had béen essentially

egalitarian. : -

oy
]
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Chapter IIX
THE CONQUERING ROYAL CILAN

The arrival of the Silanga clan in the seventeenth
century had-a momentous - impact upon a hitherto segmented popu-
lation in the southeastern lake region. The Silanga and tneir
contingent of followers from other'clans were political refugees
l_who impoged their will on the inhabitants of the northern and
‘western portion of Bukerebe ushering in a new era characterized
by a centralized system of government. The Silanga and their
followers had fled from the chiefdom of Ihangiro on the western
side of- the ‘lake; a chiefdom ruled by a member of the prestigious.
Hinda clan. Traditions clearly reveal the significant political
social and cultural innovations that the~refugees«introduced
vyinto Bukerebe, these - contributions are acgepted unquestioningly
“ and include a cenzralized political system, the language of ‘the
a,interlacustrine zone, a musical instrument, a type of canoe, and
"Jat least one specie of banana. Disparate traditions of the ’
,uSilanga are related concerning their political role while living~'
’ in Ihangiro and their relationship to Ruhinda, founder of the ‘
:Hinda dynasty whose members ruled numerous interlacustrine ohief-

t,-domsék%?raditions then converge, however, presenting a description B

gl ;;u,";”:,;;jplt» (57) ¢§€“ 4~eikﬁaf'
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of how the Silanga defeated those clans who resisted the estab~
1ishment of a ruling dynasty. .

The time of the Silanga clan's appeerance in Bukerebe

can best be approximated by calculating an average tenure for-
each of the ‘fourteen abakama (chiefs) who reigned prior to 1895
Three men ruled between 1895 and 1963 and their average tenure
in office was twenty-one years. There 1s oral evidence to sug-
gest a length of reign for the abakama of the nineteenth century,.
but for the earlier rulers there are no clues. It is desirable,
however, to estimate an average for each ruler before the present
century to provide -an approximate time of arrival in Bukerebe
for the,founder of -the Silanga dynasty. There were at least:
seven abakama who held office during the nineteenth century
although the omukama who ruled in 1800 complicates the iieue
because he had very likely been in office a number of years
ﬁéfore“that date; 1n fact, hie'total relgn could well have _
'approkineted arhalf century.. Even by excluding this_exceptional
individual, the average reign durlng the nineteenth century is
-about sixteen yggrs. If he is included as representing a half
reign, the average falls to about fourteen years. Yét during the
nineteenth century two rulers were deposed and two other abakama
died in office after apparently serving for brief periods of time.‘
Prior to this time only one of the preceding nine abakama had
been deposed for falling to perform his duties satisfactorily

..,i,',.

Appendix 2 contains a 118t of the Kerebe ebakama that
the ev dence most.strongly supports. “hitwa's variation 1s
notedgand the 1llst provided by the eﬁp orer H. M ~Stan1ey is
inclu ed. .

Tl
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. The four abbreviated reigns during the 1800s appear unusual and
therefore it is preferable to usé the average bééed.upOn the
feigns of boﬁh'the nineteenth and ﬁwehtieth centurles gilving an
average reign of sixteen-plus years. If an average of si%gg;n //
years is applied to the first elght abakamai assuming that the, ./
eighth omukama began his reign in 1780, thé first ruler appeared
in 1668, or the mid-seventeenth century. The margin of error

probably lies within the, range of twenty-filve years,1

6

Discerning the Royal Clan's Role in Ihangiro

Y

‘ Ear1y traditions concerning the royal clan are dividéd
into distinct categories.- One elaborate segment portrays the )
1ife of.at least two generations while they dwelt in Ihangiro.
Although severalﬂvefsions exist describing their role_iﬁ.tﬁis;'

., » district, there 1s no doubt that thehélan resided there for some
.time} Orai ﬁraditions recorded by government officiais of
Taﬁganyika invariably begin theilr accoﬁnts of the'réyal clan 1n‘

L]

1. The most probable date would fall in the latter half of
the century. Hurel estimates the:arrival date as 1610 but he
. provides no explanation for his selection of this particular
“date: ."Religion et vie domestique," 65. There are eleven gene-
- rations involved from Katobaha to. Lukumbuzya who was the last
Kerebe omukama. If an.average length of 27 years is calculated -
" for each generation (figuring from 1962), the arrival date of
Katobaha 1is 1665; see D. W. Cohen, "A Survey of Interlacustrine
' Chronology," JAH, XI, 2 (1970), 177-201.. If the average. length
of reigns is based upon 13 years as suggested by D. H. Jones, the .
arrival date 18,1T741; see Jones, "Problems of African Chronology, "
JAH, XI, 2 (1970), 164-165. Calculatlens based upon .generations
when_compared to those based upon an estimated average reign .
of Kerebe rulers are almosb identlcal. .-
Sl P ggyﬁy | ~
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of events.

‘of Uzinza."
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Ihangliro, thus implying. thatithe,311anga originally emanated.
from this region.l The sécond, less controverslal but also less
publicized segment of the Silanga‘traditibn provideg a descrip-
tion of the clan founder's travels before reaching Ihangiro. A.
When the two portions of the tradltion are treated és a single
entity, the results are apparently straight forward; however
this rendition contradicts the assertion that the Sllanga were
direct descenéants of Ruhinda the Greét.2 Chroniclers of the -
White Fathers, a Roman Catholic mission society that haé been ,5
established on Bukerebe since the 18968, have conslstently o
incorporated both segments of the Silanga tradition 1in thelr
historical éccounﬁs thereby'providing the soﬁndeét deécription
. 3 , ‘

The majority of elders have some knowledge of the royal

clan's activities before arriving 1p Bukerebe and are ab;e to

comment on the various versions of their role in Ihangiro. These

-

1. A. M. D. Turnbull, "Pribal History and Legends on Ukerewe
Chiefdom," Mwanza Province Book, TNA; "History of Ukerewe Chief-
dom," Cory Papers No. 290; Hans Cory, "The Coming of the

. Wasilanga Chiefs,” Cory Papers No. 30; Hatchell, "History of the

Ruling Family of Ukerewe.? A local chronicler, Aniceti Kitereza,
provides a similar version in his-historical account: "The Back-

. ground History of the Wasilanga Chiefs," (unpublished Kikerebe

manuscript, Kagungulu parish, Ukerewe). .

5. Ruhinda the Great--the praise name is used to distinguish.

the- founder of the Hinda dynasty in the west, lake district from -

others rulers with same name.- The Karagwe historian, Israel.
Katoke, estimates that Ruhinda the Great ruled between 1450 and
1520. A

3. Jquel,ﬂmheliéidn et vie domestiéué des Bakerewe," 65-57;

- White Fathers, "The Ukerewe Tradition (concerning the foundation"

of Rubiimda's kingdom)," within Turnbul;?;fNotés on.

' the History

-~

By S
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are all 1nrorma1,trad1tions'1n that no -memorized, formaleversion
existé; Each. individual relates his own version and interpreta-;
tion;of‘eventé.  The differing accounts of the Silanga'role'in
Ihangird, which‘;n essence are efforts to explaiﬁ the relation--
ship ofkthe Silanga to Ruhinda the Great, may'be characterized
as two fundamentally distinct and incompatible renditions. Thé
"officlal” version, that is, the version that the Silanga clan
want others to accept, identifies.Ruhinda the Great as thelr
anéestor.l This version gained acceptance during the 19208 when
British authorities éttempted to identify legitimate rulers
throughout the.country of Tanganyika. The District Officer,

' A; M. D. Turnbull; fequested Omukama Gabriel Ruhumbika to provide
" packground information on the Kerebe royal clan. ~Ruhumbika =~
ésserted that his royal ancestors were descendants of Nkombya
(Kankombya) who had gucceeded Ruhinda the.Great as ruler in
{hangiro; and Turnbull's report consequently stated that ?the
ruling family of Ukerewe Chiefdom is descended from the thinda,“
the dominaﬁt ruling clan in the west lake éisf;icng ;Tﬁis'

. "official” version wag later incorporated into the Oxford History
| g;tgggﬁ'ﬁfriéé,V1nt0'whé£whaé beébﬁé'phe:sténdafdxfeédﬁS£fué#ion

 -5-ofy"-interl;a'cust.rine‘history'.3 o

© 1.  Turnbull, "Tribal History and Legends on Ukerewe Chief-
dom; " Hatchell, "History of the Ruling Family of Ukerewe," 198;.
Roland Oliver, "Discernible Developments in the Interior, c.
' 1500-1840," History of East Africa, I, 186. .

. B B PRI R : )
2. Turnbull, "History and Legends on Ukerewe Chiefdom."
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3. BT?vér, "piscernible Developments;ig:the’Interior,“ 186.
e P . . . * ~ . .
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The search by British administratcrs for 1egit1mate

rulers--that is, rulers or their descendants who rﬁled before the
impositicn of German colonial rulé--placed tremendous pressure
upon incumbent chiefs in the 1920s. OmukamavRuhdmbika's posi- -
tion was by no means secure because his father had been installed
‘a8 a consequence of a German punitive expedltion in 1895; and
the search for legitimate rulers focused on Just this~type of
situation. Ruhumbika'svpedigree was sufficiently impressive,
having both a father and\a grandfather who had occupied the royal
stool, however, there was enother branch of the royal clan vying
for power in the i9é03. A1though .Ruhumbika was the grandson of
Ibanda, a deposed ruler of the early 18008, the other branch’
descended from Machunda, Ibanda's brother and successor. .
‘Machunda's son and successor, Rukonge, had been deposed by the
Germen authorities in 1895 after the Kerebe attacked a milssion
establishment within the chiefdom. Mukaka, the son of Ipenda-aﬁd
father of Ruhumbika was appointed the' new.omukamaw The descend-
ants of Machunda challenged'Ruhumbika's positionGin the 19208--
to no. avail. Turan&l accepted Ruhumbika's tase as the stronger.

However, according to a former secretary of Ruhumbika, the

LY

J“V‘Omukama lied to Turnbull in asserting that the Silanga ere

direct descendants of Ruhinda the Great.l The validity of" this
,assertion»becomes apparent fromran analysis cf non-Silanga

traditions from informants such as .Bahltwa.

o * s
LA

~—

1. Interview with Alipyo Mnyaga. . F“ '
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‘The Silangavrelationship~to Ruhinda, however, cannot be
casually dismiSSed. Ruhumbika's version of direct descendancy,
varles onlyrslightly from the majority of eiisting tradiﬁions
recounted by members of the Silanga clan in the late 19605.
That this identification is not merely a product of the twentieth
century 1is suggested by an abakama 1ist compiled by the explorer
H. M. Stanley after his visit to the 1sland in 1875. Stanley's -
lisﬁ'is somewhat garbled for the earlier rulers, but signifi- E
cantly he begins the 1ist with Ruhinda.l Stanley undoubtedly
-received a misleading or an incorrect translation from his Inter-
preter. His Kerebe}informants probably emphasized the 1link
between the Silanga‘and Ruhinda and this nas incorrectly inter-
preted by‘Stanley to mean that Ruhinda was the founder of the
Silanga dynasty. But the significant fact 1s that Ruhinda was
mentioned and that an effort was apparenbly made to establish
'a relationship-between the ruling Silanga clan of Bukerebe and

the royal Hinda clan in Buzinza, Nkole, and the Haya states.

; . - ¢ .
" Phe St&anga;Claim_to Royalty‘in Ihengiro =

~ The official" or Silanga- version of its relationship
to Ruhinda 18 ‘initially described followed by - the "unofficial"
version which is the basic account given by men who are not
members of the royal clan.r An independent reconstruction is then -

-—

,advanced that isfbased,npqnvxerebe‘traditions ‘in addition to,the =

\u mncan ' ) %

I , 116lH\ M. Stanley, ’l‘hrough the Da gg Gantinent (London, 1899),
’ 9 g ) 3 AR g S L e O S -

~/~e., e




_ ‘ 64
evidencé(;vailaple from the Haya and Zinza traditiohs.concerning
Ruhinda the Great. o |

The "official® account, in common with other interpreta-
tions, initialli introduces Kankombya (Nkombya), the father of
Katobaha who was the first omukama of Bukerebe.l According to
this account Kankombya wasthe eldest .of Ruhinda the Great's .
five sone and upon thé death of.Ruhinda, Kankombya became the
omﬁkama'of Ihangiro:2 He soon experienced problema when one of
his brothers attempted to usurp the royal stool; Kankombya met
the challenge by forcing his Jjealous brother into exile. The
lattep,migrated northward ahd eventually married and settled in
Buganda. After -he had secured a respected position in Buganda,
he persuaded the kabaka of Buganda to assist him in attacking
Kankombya 80 that he could become omukama. Eventually the pre-
.tender returned to Ihangiro accompanied by a 1arge Ganda force |
‘and, following a bitterly fought struggle, defeated Kankombya who
was severely wounded by an arrow during the final stages of the
conflict. Realizing that it was ‘a mortal wound Kankombya sum-
. moned Katobaha befocighim and informed his eldest son::
| My son, I am soon to die. When my spirit has departed a

bury my body carefully--but do not bury me together
~ with my head. You must cut off my head and take it

1. 'In addition to Buyanza, versions of the "official" .
) account are found in sources cited in footnote 1, p. 60, .above.

‘2. Traditions from.the yest lake district claim that on o
Ruhindats death his‘kingdom was divided into numerous divisions;
each waguﬁgied by one of Ruhinda's sons. »
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with you Wherever“&ou may -go, for you will never rule
this country; we are defeated. Now let me dile.

Katobaha followed his father's‘instructions after his~
death; he severed the head and henceforth carried 1t ﬁithvhim in
his travels. Since Katobaha's position in Ihangiro was insecure
_he assembled his relatives and friends and together ﬁhey prepare&-
for an extended journey by canoe. Soon Katobaha, accbmﬁanied by
his mother,thunaki, departed from Thangiro together with his
entourage for an unknown destination; they paddled directiy across
the lake in an easterly diréction and eventuaily settled on
Bukerepe.2 ‘

The' above account of the Silanga relatibnshiﬁ to Ruhinda
is straightforward: Kankombya was a son of Ruhindé,-the founder
of the Hinda dynasty. Providing that the earlier portion of fhe
royal clan's history is ignored, this version &ppears”acceptable.
But the‘Eradiﬁion offered by Sllanga and non-Silanga informants
ﬁracing,the féundér of the Silanga clan's trek of some 200 to 300
miles from Isené! a séttlement located about 80 miles east of
Bukerebe, to Ihangiro calls into question the Silanga role in %he

  'lat£er Chiefdéml 'TﬁééSilanga;have.no apparen%“wish-to;denyvthis
.. migration; 1t 1s simply not readily vﬁlunteered. Their immediate

1. Cory, "The Coming of the Wasilanga Chiefs.”
. 2. This account 18 based upon the sources cited above in.
footnote 1, p. 60. See also A. M. D. Turnbull, "Usambiro
' Sultanate, . . .; History of the. Bahinda Rule in Usinza," Cory
Papers No. 416. Tupnbull's.speculatlion that the Katobaha who
lost his throne in Usambiro was the Katobaha of Kerebe history
: does ‘not.have verification from Kerebe sources although some
. features of™the two accounts are similar. > - - ]
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response to an 1nqu1r& about their background refers back to the
years in Ihangiro. The events that occurred earlier at Isene
are relatively unimportant in their estimation and consequently
are not forthcoming wilthout encouragement. An abbreviated
account of Silanga traditions has thus found 1ts way into govern=
mental and historical records. An examination of the Journey )
from Isene to Ihanglro, a tradition thab is common among infggp
mants of different clans, ylelds additional evldence concerning

the origins of the Silanga clan.

From Isene to Ihangiro

All informants agree that the ancestor who arrived in
Ihangiro had originally commenced his Journey from Isene, a ary,
sparsely populated location east of Bukerebe.1 ‘The Segena clan,
from which the Silanga hived-off, had originally emigrated from
the Bunyoro dispersal center via the eastern side of the

Victoria Nyanza.2 Beyond this fact nothing 1s remembered about

S Bunyoro 1tse1f, such as conditions there or why the clan 1eft,

or the regions through which their ancestors passed enroute to

Y~v”Isene. No chronology exists that might suggest the number of. -

Sm

i Informants with valuable information on: the Silanga

“migration ‘and thel?d role in Ihangiro include Buyanza (silanga), ™

' Magoma s8/o Kitina (Silanga), Anlcetl Kitereza (Silanga), Palapala
8/0 Kazwegulu (Silanga), Alipyo Mnyage (Miro), Kaliga s/o.
Lwamball %gita), Ssmeo Rubuzi (Siba) and Bahitwa (Kula).7
n;ﬁaerviews wilth Magoma s/o Kitina, Buyanza s/o Nansagate,
and Bahi .

T s
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generétions involved in the migration or for how long the clan
- had resided at Isene. The identity of the man who left his .
family to become the founder of the Silanga sub-clan is not clear,
even Sllanga informants do not agree on this issue. Most infor-
mants, however, ldentify him as‘Kankombye'although 1t may be
preferable to think -of him ss Kankombya's forefather. Tradltions
tend to reduce the number of generations involved in a process
that occurred sone centuries earlier into a few, or even a single,
generation of timeﬁn,x\ ' .

' The most detailed Silanga tradition reletes that Kankonbya
departed from his famlly at Isene after his favorite hunting dog
-was found dead, a deed Kankombya suspected‘was perpetrated by a
member of his family. A heated argunent ensued but the issueiwas
not resolved to Kankombya's satisfaction. He consequently left
Isene with a hunting companion of the Sita clan, a man tenta-

1 The two men roamed about the .

tively'identified as Buniri.
country, living>as hunters while.generally moving in a westward
direction along the soutnenn shore of the Victonia~Nyanie and

(eventually settling in the district of Ihangiro. This may have

lg'occurred in the sixteenth century, either at the. time of. Ruhinda

f-’ Kankombya and Buniri lived in the bush as hunters for a
‘,time, they were particularly adept at killing buffalo with their

| bows and poisoned arrows. One day a young girl, usually

*
-y P T
PL A

1. Interview with Kaliga s/o Iwambali.
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described as a servant or slave of the rulef of.Ihangiro,afoundJ
the;two hunters hidden in a wooded sanctuary. Aithough,very |
suspioious of the men, she permitted herself to be won over by
their forthrightness and charm. The hunters gave her a gift 5f-
meat "in return for her promise not to reveal theilr whereabouts
to her master and chief. But soon the chief learned that the
glrl had returned home on one occasion with fresh meat and he
asked her to explain how she had aoquired it. Under intensive
questioning~she.eventually disclosed her secret: two strangers
were living in the woods nearby. Immedlately a search party was'
organized to locate and capture or kill the 1ntruders. “The girl
naturally pleaded for the lives of the hunters since they had
shown her considerable kindness. The chief. did not commit him-
self in advance to any particular course of'action'and the girl
was forced to lead a party of warriors to the hlding place of
the,hunters. The girl tactfully persuaded the two strangers to
emerge.from the woods and allow themselves to be taken before
_the chief. " I
o Once 1in the chief's court, the two men gave a full account
”.of their‘;anderings and explained their activities while in
*“*“’*—M“Ihangiro—_—Their bearing“so impressed the“ruler that he‘granted
- them permission to: remain and settle in his district.r They con- ‘
tinued to hunt buffalo, frequently 1eading others on their forays;i4
People were impressed with the hunters' prowess because buffalo
. - Were seldom hunted An Ihangipo, too often in the past hunters had
been ki&&:d or maimed by these animals. Kankombya and Buniri,‘ f'hd”

however,.hgnped wiﬁﬁ poisoned arrows and yéﬁe sufficiently
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skillful to0 avold the animals.

When the hunters' supply of poisoned arrows was depleted,
they ceased hunting by which time Kankombya's conduct and leader-
~shlp'ﬁ§d won tﬁe ruler's respect. Eventually both Kenkombya and
Bunlri were given wives by the chief;-Kankombya's wlfe was
Nzunakil, the malden who had'ihitially discovered the two hunters.
‘The.hunters' pattern of 1life soon changed to the normal exlstence
of peopie who lived near the lake shore inecluding at least two
new ectivities'for Kankombya: the construction of sewn canoes
from which the name Silanga 1s derived and the hunting of hip-
‘ popotami. During this interlude time may agaln be distorted
in tradition. The migratlon from Isene, the episode at Ihanglro,
| andrthe settlement at the lake shore are all attributed to one
fman, although 1t 1s possible that more than one generation was
_ involved in this period and that the tradition describes the

‘sequence of events 1n poetic form.

-

The "Unofficial" Versions of the Silanga
. in Ihangiro )

e

_According to. "unofficial" traditions thet’dehy ther;wmww

B Silanga's claims of descent from the’ Hinda clan 1n Ihengiro,

,Kankombya prospered and his wife bore five sons. Uhfortunately
~ his relationship with the ruler caused 1ncreasing problems.f The
favors granted to Kankombya nurtured the resentment of others 1n

the chiefdom who f%lt that ﬁheir own positions were being Jeo-;«a

pardizéﬁhhy the grw?ing respect of the omukame for Kankombya. ;|

s~
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Schemes began to emerge elther to harm Kankombyé or to tarnish
his reoutation. Friends intervened oq,Kankombya's behalf on
numerous occasions to frustrate his enemies' unscrﬁﬁﬁlous actions,
but the pressure-continued to mount and Kankombya advised his
friends and relatives to make plans to leave Ihangiro. Before
long they implemented thelr plans and a sizable party stealthily
departed from Ihangiro by canoe to an unknown eastern |
- destination.’ | ,

It is readily apparent that this account of the Silanga's
background retains a very plebian quality. It does not attri-
bute royalty or chiefdomship to the Silanga soJourn in Ihangiro.
What is significant about the conflicting traditions is the basic
agreement that the Silanga lived for a perilod of time in Thangiro;
their role there 1is disputgd, not the fact that thej_were there.
Detalls have becone distorted, wittingly and/or unwittingly, to
~the extent that the Silanga position 1n'Ihangiro is either -
claimed to have been a chilefly one or a low, almost slave status.
One of the few common facts in Silanga and non-Silanga accounts
18 the number of sons (five) attributed to Runinda in the
"official and to- Kankombya in the unofficial account.

The Silanga ancéstor who migrated from Isene is inte-
‘grated effortlessly into the non-Silanga version which states
: that the hunters became captives of the ruler of Ihangiro. 0ver B

a period of time, 1t contends, the faithful qualities of the

L]
e A . -

1. Hured \"Religion et vie domestique," 65-68; White
Fathers, ~The - Ukerewe Tradition H 1nterviewsmwith Magoma,

‘Bahitwa, and nd Kaliga:C R -y
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Silanga ancestor won the ruler's respect, thereby alienating
others around the court who hecame'jealous of‘hiS'rise in the -
chief's esteem which in turn precipitated the flight across the
7 lake. In contrast, the most plausible Silanga account incorporat-
ing both the trek from Isene and the rise to royalty in Thangiro
asserts that the ancestor who came to Thanglro as a hunter-—or
his descendant--rose peacefully to political preeminence in the
chiefdom.“'The ruler, usually identified as Ruhinda the Great,
was so impressed with the stranger's loyalty and ability that he
selected him as hils helr rather than any of his'sons. This
inference to adoption dispels'the confusion about direct ancestory
between the Silanga and Ruhinda and also serves to explain the
conflict that emerged between the "orothers"” over the chiefdom-
ship. The unofficial account referring to Jealousy nithin'the
court to discredlit the Silanga ancestor can even be compared
i‘favorably with this interpretation, except the unofficial version
does not admit any royalty contention.

" Yet another version recorded by the White Fathers and ‘
. .also held by Buyanza claims that 1t was actually Ruhinda the
aréat . who migrated from Isene to Ihangiro.1' The- chronicler of

this tradition did not attempt to simplify or gloss over the

";internal inconsistencies presented because he was more concerned

»about the ethnic implications.. This ‘version states that Ruhinda

-+

arrived in Ihangiro while a non-Hima ruler was in power, and, by

+ :
e e

1. "The Ukerewe Tradition 3 Palapala s/o Kazwegulu, Silanga,
. gave thé“?ame relat%pnship. .
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_unexplained means, became the ruler- “Tradition is by no means
clear, but it is saild that the Msilanga who became sultan was in
fact Ruhinda and that 1t was after Ruhlnda's death that his

. successor Nkombya was attacked by hls own brother who previously
had been driven away to Uganda. . . .“1 This particular rendition
explicitly deniles that Ruhinda had any tles with the pastoral :"
'inma until the dynasty was founded after which time he became
Vsassociated with the Hima through marriage. The Kerebe are well
‘-aware that traditions from the Hayd states and Buzinza do not
admit this assertion. Haya traditions state unequivocally that
Ruhinda arrived directly from, Bunyoro leading a strong contingent
of Hima pastoralists. An historical reconstruction of Ruhinda's
efforts to establish his emplre in the west lake district COm-
pleted recently by Israel Katoke does not allow a serious con-
5sideration of the assertion that Ruhinda came from Isene.3 The
numerous conflicting accounts of the Silanga antecedents and

their political role in Ihangiro provide some basis for discern-\
ing ‘the cultural identity of the Silanga that narrows the possible ,

, 1imitsufor the clan's role in the society of, Ihangiro.

1. "The Ukerewe Tradition. ' ,
2. Katoke, " History of Karagwe,“ 35 75. .

3. Simeo Rnbuzi, a, Kerebe with Kara ancestory, offered an
explanation for tha confuéion regarding Ruhinda. ‘He suggested
that the man's name who left Isene was Nyahinda which has sub-

. .sequently been distorted to Ruhinda in traditions in an effort
_ to identigx\the clan with Ruhinda the Great.‘ , N

s.-,‘.w e
Pz
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Cultural Attributes of the Royal Clan
A eritical examinatlon of the conflicting accounts aug-

gests that the ldentlty of the Silanga's role in Ihangiro is.
dependent upon the resolution of three basic issues: the identity
of the man who migrated from Isene, the ethnlc identiﬁy of this
individual--whether a pastoral Hima or a Bantu-speaking hunter--
and whether any of the Silanga ancestors who lived in Ihangiro
ever served as rulers. | 4 ) '

t.The firet issue, the hunter's identity, remalns shrouded
in some uncertainty although traditions from the Haya states
make it reasonably clear that the Silanga ancestor could not have
been-Ruhinda the Great. Rather, a more likely ldentity is
either Kankombya, or his ancestor.

- The second 1ssue, the ethnic identity of Kankombya, may
contain a significant clue to the entire identity problem.
~Ruh1nda has always been closely associated with the Hima pas-
toralists ‘although he was not necessarily of Hima stock. himself

he is identified as a son of Wamara, the last of the Chwezi

”\_Arulers in Bunyoro. According to traditions from Karagwe, the

royal Hinda clan, along with Hima clans, have never included fish

7f]in their diet Like most pastoraliste they lived mainly on meat,

- milk and other cattle products.%m;?‘:‘ official" Silanga tradi,

tions makes no attempt to. portray their ancestors as Hima or :

Tatoga, but by claiming that Ruhinda was their ancestor, they

~ oo 2 ] -
o e
.-

~

o 1. Israel Katoke, personal communication.to the author,
y September 11, 1968 { : : o e
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remove him from a,pastoral heritage because the Silanga proudly
proclaim thelr own prowess in fishing, construction- of canoes,
in Ihangiro. When this evidence is introduced the "official"
account of the Silanga sojourn in Ihangiro loses its credibility.
The final issue, whether Kankombya or ‘any of the Silanga
ruled, like the first issue cannot be Safisfactorily resolved.
A possible check is to determine whether Kankombya fled with his
son Kaﬁobaha to Bukerebe or whether he died 1in Ihangiro, but as
many informants asserted that he did make the'voyage as tnOSe
who claimed that he did not, and no particular account gives
'sufficient evidence to desermine which is more likely. Tradl-
tions do not appear to be primarily concerned about Kankombya's
specificﬁdeeds, partlally explaining the confusion over the
location .of his burilal site. Instead they stress Kankombya's
severed head which represents the spiritual repository of his =«
wisdom and power.- By retaining possession of this physical sym-
bol, Katobaha could continue to benefit from the spiritual and

__:worldly powers of his father. The significange of this particular

symbol in traditions and the related burial custom of severing

"+ the head of an omukama and -then burying the body with the head’

of the deceased's predecessor, however, indicates that- Kankombya
Awas closely assoclated with chiefdomship. '

The Kerebe use of the proper noun Omuhinda (p1. Abahinda)
also requires an exglanation. In the west lake district Hinda
~or Bahlnda is the name of the royal clan founded by Ruhinda the

T el

iVGreat. The\\ilénga do not utilize this na@e'to identiﬂy their
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.. Buyanza.
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clan but rather to identify the descendants of the abakama. The

‘name Abalenzli, however, is reserved specifically for the’soné of”

an omukama and although the nonruling sons retain this desig-

nation their sons and grandsons are referred. to as~Abah1nda.1

.Female descendants of an omukama are called Abahindakazi (the

root -kazl means girl or woman). Silanga informants canndt
explain the derivation of.the name Omuhinda and they make no -
attempt.to refer to Ruhinda, though this appears to be an obvious
option. A major factor for not seeking a close identity with

the Hinda clan 1s the totem discrepancy. The totems of the
Silanga are a small wren-like bird (enfunzi) and a specle of fish
(omusilionjo) whereas the Hinda totem is a monkey (enkende).

In summary it 1s credible that a Silanéa ancestor lived
in Thangiro at_the‘time of Ruhinda or shortly after his death and‘
the ch;éfdom of Ihangiro was a portionvof Ruhinda's substantial
empire ruled by.his descendants.2 Kankombyabrose to a position
of ﬁiominence‘within’the political system of the chiefébm‘bﬁt by
doing so he aroused the animosity of those-he had surpéésed;in
rank and power. His‘position was almost certainly not as the

omukama of‘Ihéngiro‘but morexlikely as a trusted subchief of the

' “.._ru'ler.3 During this 1nter1ude.KankomﬁYa_and his son were

>

v 1., Great-grandsonsAare no. longer Abahinda according to

2. Oliver, "Discernible Developments in the Interior," 186.

3. J. La Fontiineé and’ Audrey Richards state that in the Haya
chiefdoms the omukama selected district governors‘(balagilwa)
who were drawn fromﬁgon-royal clans; "The Haya,' East Africa

Chiefs, ed., A.~I. Richards (New York, 1959F, 180." =
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certainly exposed to royal ritual and state-craft Sincelthe Kerebe
political system is definitely modeied on the Hinda sysﬁem. Then;°:
at a tine of political upheaval, Kankombya's opponents success-
fully removed him from office and thereupon Katobaha and his
coterie filed. The Silanga claim that they are direct descendantsh.
of Ruhinda the Great cannot be accepted, but a close identifi-
cation with him existed. In this sense Ruhinda looms large as

the_spiriéual progenitor of the Silanga.1

The Silanga: From Exile to Authority

Katobaha's flight from Thangiro with his band of followers
can only be described as a momentous but desperate undertaking 2
According to traditions, they made considerable preparation for

their journey, suggesting that they fully intended to strike out

,,across the open waters of the 1ake, an unusual decision given the

threat of sudden storms and the impossibility of. foraging for
food; they undoubtedly feared pursuit.3 The inclusion of banana
) Fsuckers within their provisions presumes that they hoped to

‘settle in an area that was climatically suited for growing bananas.'

1 Buyanza a Silanga, expressed it thusly~‘ "The Abahinda ‘
.‘(Ruhinda's clans came from Bunyoro to Kar e; they did not reach
Bukerebe but. their grandsons the Silangi%ggid :

. 2.‘ The identity of" the various clan representatives accompany-’
-7 1ng Katobaha varies among informants. There 18 agreement about

the Hembe, Singo, Zubwa,, Sita, Yango, and Gembe clans, but dis-. ‘ -
agreement about th@lnubizi, Tundu, and Songe olans.~ ;L, S

S0 3.; Inclement we ther on the lake- is related-to the seasonal S
. rainfall pgggern, t us some months are safer“for travel than Ag,~f*4“
"others. ' G Ny e e
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. Their residence in an Ihangiro fishing community would have
given them an opportunity to travel considerable dlstances along
the southern shores of the lake: thus providing‘some knowledge
about the’ region's differing ecology. | |
Traditions contain detailed descriptlons of the party's
eastward‘course across the lake. Theilr course can be partially
reconstructed since traditions enumerate a series of islands
that were-visited. Nzunaki, the mother of Katobaha, emerges as
the heroic figure during this lake Jjourney. It was shé who
assumed authority when others despaired of ever reaching land
again: she prophesied that an island of great importance for
_them in the future lay ahead. When she saw & low flylng water
bird, an ensozu, she directed her son to follow it and they were
soon led by the bird to the uninhabilted island of Goziba. After
resting they continued thelr voyage, again following a bird
until;reaching the uninhabited 1sle of Gana; The voyagers at
thisrstage'had reached .an area that abounded with numerousﬁsmall

islands,',just to the northwest of Bukerebe. Finally, on the

] _island of Kamasi, the band encountered members of the Zigu and

‘ Hunga clans, probably the first significant indication that their
: Journey would not end in disaster. Traditions infer that the A
.“exiles remained on Kamasi for some- time, planting their banana h
,;Suckers and sowing millet to replenish their food supply.i During
thelir stay a cordial relationship was established with the

inhabitants_who wegefimpressgd;with.the banana, a new food source

W
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for the'm.1 Katobaha then determined to continue his Journey to
the northwestern tip of Bukerebe, charging Ehe Zigu leaders to
care for the newly established banana groves.

Traditions invariably relate Katobaha's encounters with
three different settlements in this region: at Masonga the P
people were led by Igungula, a Hinga; at Saku the leader
(omugerezi) was Tandwe, a Zigu; and at Bwiru, Makobe, a Hira, -
was the leader. Masonga.and Saku were sitnated on the nerth-
western_end of the island while Bwiru was located some twenty
miles to the east. In each case Katobaha arrived as a congenial
traveler with his companiong and in each case the inhabiftants
welcomed him. Silanga informants deny that Katobaha arrived as
an omukama looking for a chiefdom. Katobaha's relationship with

the inhabitants and what he expected from them, however, is

‘revealed atvMasongé. It would not be'surprising‘if Katobaha

‘and his followers assumed a superior air because the knowledge

and skills they possessed were totally unknowri to the inhabitants.
While the population of Kamasi had been duly impressed with the

travelers, the abagerezi (leaders) of the three settlements did

not shower Katobaha with the same affection and obeisance.

Katobaha and his contingent consequently devised a scheme to

attaek Igungula, the Masonga leader. Igungula stoutly defended

jChiefs",einterVie

1. The evidence for Katobaha's flight and establishment of
authority is based upon a number of sources lncluding: Hatchell,
"History of the Ryling- Family of Ukerewe," 198-199; Hurel,
"Religion -et.vie domestique, .65-68; Turnbull, “History and
Legends. on Ukerewe Chiefdom ; Cory, "The Coming of the Wasilanga
Chiefs"; Kitereza,nghe Backsround History "¢f: the Wasilanga :

w with Magoma, Bahitwg, Buyanza, and Kaliga.~

R
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himself during the ensuing skirmish but fell mortally wounded.
Thereupon he called Katobaha to his deathbed and requested the
Silanga congueror to treat his people justly and kindlyf*Katobaha
pledged to do So before the dying leader. Shortly thereafter
Katobaha sent men to carry out a similar plan to defeat Tandwe,
the local omugerezi at Saku. Tandwe resisted unsuccessfull& but
escaped death. Masonga and Saku nere then. placed under the
authority of an officlal appointed by Katobaha who gave the ap-
pointee a ritual spear as a symbol of authority " Henceforth
these communities remained loyal to Katobahs.

The encounter with Makobe (Kikobe) was characterized by
guile and treachery ratherAthan'military power. Makobe, of the
Hira.clan, dominated a substantial community of several clans
who accepted him as thelr omugerezi As the Kerebe chronicler
Kitereza describes 1%, "Katobaha continued his practice of
-winning people. He gave. them ripe bananas to taste. The
Abahira found them very good; they had never tasted them before.
Because of the bananas, Katobaha attracted ‘their interest and

nl

__acquired a number of adherents.” The people were also intrigued

'“by ‘the many catfish that the newcomers caught by using a hook :

.. and 1line, a new fishing technique to them. One day Makobe

'kexpressed an interest 4n learning how to fish 1n this manner so .

'~,tKatobaha 1nvited him to accompany the canoes out onto the lake tprdT

‘set the 1ines, Makobe was delighted and eagerly accepted the
‘invitation. ‘Katobaha took advantage of Makobe's vulnerabllity ;,,fff

C

S R o LT e DA e
1. KiEEffzag'?Tﬁ?‘Baekgrqund History%gfathefwasilapgalchiefs@
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in.the_canoe without any of his followers and the man was tossedh
overboard once they were far from shore. ;After removing thelr
daily catch Katobaha and his men then reset thelr lines and
returned to Ewiru When they. arrived the Hira asked: "tyhere

is our leader, Makobe?' Katobaha answered, 'when we reached deep
water Makobe was 8o frightened that he Jumped and fell into the
water.‘" The Hira were completely demoralized without their
omugerezi and subseduently requested Katobaha to rule them. But
he procrastinated; he still wanted to travelubefore settling

down although-a representative may have remained behind.1

From Bwiru, traditions relate how the conquering band

Ay continued to travel eastward by water untlil they reached MaJita.

Although the reglon was inhabited, there is no indication that an
attempt was made to conquer the local leaders at that time nor
in. later centuries 2 A possible reason for this seemingly
unusual ‘veticence after the display of ambition may be in the‘
customs and values of the Bantu-speaking population who practiced
male circumcision revealing an intense exposure to pastoralists,
.:presumably Tatoga. Narubamba, a brother of Katobaha, married

and settled in Majita, but prior to his marriage he had to be

i circumcized a custom henceforth adopted by his- descendants.

‘,After his circumcision, the Silanga regarded Narubamba as an ‘

"outcaete_and,his clan name,was_altered to Zandwe.; Narubamba was

Rs

»

1. Kitereza, "The Background History of . the Wasilanga Chiefs.

2. It is possible that an attempt to establish control was
,,repulsed and hence "ﬂ%rgotten.r S TR A

BRI : : . . T
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not ?ggarded'aé & representative of Katobaha in Majita although |
his descenéants were assigned a reépdnsibility by lat§r Kerebe
rabakama: when ordered they supplied wood from the emizule

(mivule in Swahiii) grove of hard wood tregg‘in Majita for the
omukama's stool, wooden utensils, and canoe.1 '

Iramba, located scross the bay to the south of MaJjitsa,

became the eventual settlement of Katobaha. His vil?age site

was along the lake shore in an area Significantly drier than the
district of the defeated clans toiﬁhe west.A Katobaha's travels
were not complete, however. Hls last voyage took him north of
Majita, to the 1s;and of Irugwa where one of his brothers, Ruhinda,
remained'to'represent him. Numerous smaller islands were also |
‘visited and, finally, on the small island of Chehumbe, Katobaha
had his head shaved signifying.that this was the northern limitl
-of his chiéfdom.a .

- Kahana, another prother of Katobaha; displayed further
'wandéilust and amﬁition. According to trédition he saw a d1stant
highland ares and decided that he would like to visit 1t.
:chordipg;y he‘qmbarkedfon a Journey that tooE:pim to the present
| Sukﬁma ¢h1ef3bﬁ 6f'Na;Sé;' Heﬁiikeafthe‘la;;fagéﬁ;ohsénﬁjword"

: f“baékfto his brother informiﬁg him of hisfdgcision/to*settIE”“ ‘

. 1. Accéording to Buyanza the'stand‘of'trees,was”inadvertantly
. started when the ex;les’repaired;their-canoeswandkpiecesfof,wood,r
from the canoes were left about and some of them took root thus -
-peginning an isolated stand of mivulée trees in this part of the
lake. - Timber‘fromvgpese;xreeq,remained the exclusive property

of the Kerebe omukama even though .Majita never became a part of
the Kerebe chiefdom. : o et

2. Kit'rgza%'"Tﬁéusackgrqund Hig§Bry§g;“£ﬁé Waéilanga;Chiefs}?;Q.
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there; he also requested from Katobaha the symbols of authority
(for example, a drum, stool and spear) to enable‘him to estab-
1ish his own chiefdom. - Katobaha granted the request thereby
extending the doninion of the Silanga clan. - Nassa; however,
never became an integral part of Bukerebe although the NasBsa .
chiefs maintained a ritual-link to the Kerebe pmukama; whenever

a new chief of Nassa was enstooled the ritual objects of chlef-.

domship were always requested from the parent clan.1

The Silanga are Threatened from Ihangiro

Katobaha faced a final challenge before his dynasty
could be solidly established. The challenge came from Ihangiro
in the form'of warriors sent to crush Katobaha and his band.

This event provides an additional indication that Katobaha had
| held a;prominent position in.lhangiro from which he fled in thatA
his Tlight apparently aroused serious concern. Had he.merely
been a peasant or fisherman the flotilla of canoes that followed
_4and attempted to capture or kill Katobaha propably would never
Qhave been sent.2 o - T o
’ ’, Traditions ‘contradict one another concerning Kankombya's
'residence at the time of :his- death. But within the conflicting

‘accounts there is consistency to the degree that if a version

, 1. Kitereza, "The Background History of the Wasilanga Chiefs;"
interview with MasaTu Kapongo of Nassa chiefdom, Usukuma.,,

. 2w Bahitwa cons stently stated that the canoes numbered
kthirty. Other inforfiants- providing informaticn on this particular -

“series of EVents are Kaliga, nza, Magdiia, and ocﬂggaga“

- also Kiereza, | The Background iatoryi the. Wasi an
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indicated that Kankombya was killed in Thangiro, then it was
Katobaha who later committed suicide or, conversely, ‘4f- 1t indi-
cated that Kankombya also fled from Ihangiro, then 1t was he who
committed suiclde when the enemy flotilla arrived. Whatever the
case may have been; it 1s clear that the man in question did not

vwish to be captured by his pursuers. Apparently only by com-
mitting sulcide could the enemy's enterprise be folled because
it would enable the son to preserve his father's head as a symbol
of inherited authority. If the enemy had acquired the head, the
various traditions imply that Silanga authority would have been
substantially reduced. There 1is no indication that a large'
scale encounter occurred and if any fighting took place it was :
probably limited. ' , e
The timing of the pursuilt is difficult to reconstruct.
When relating the incident, informants invariably relate it
after Katobaha had successfully overcome the three leaders he
. encoutitered at Masonga, ‘Saku and Bwiru None of these con-
frontations are characterized as swift maneuvers but rather as
_:gradual, time consuming actions designed to suhdue an authority
"that refused to give Katobaha the recognition he expected. The
" flotilla from Ihangiro that pursued the exiles may not have
 kappeared for some time after the: Silanga settled at Iramba.,;-i
: Motivation for Katobaha's eontinued movement to the east even
,4after subduing groups of people along the way may have been fear -
‘ of Just such a force._,= The pursuing flotilla apparently followed

Katobaha's exaﬁble and came 2cross open water’ from the west in

“their sewn’ canoes, agﬁin displaying a remag&able lack of concern
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for the inherent dangers. Simultaneously the flotilla's pre-
sence reflects that the chiefdom“of Ihangiro, from,which3they
came, was well organized and that the chief had sufficient |
authority and resources at his disposal to embark on such’a

venture.

Katobaha (Kankombya?) apparently learned of the pursult .

after he settled at Iramba and shortly thereafter took his own

life. When the bursuers embarked on their return voyage they.

encountered a severe storm off the northwestern tip of Bukerebe
which capsized their canoes, drowning all the occupants. One
canoe survived and the occupants returned safely to Ihangiro to.
give their report. According to informants, Tandwe, the man
defeated by Katobaha at Saku but who then accepted‘811angan

authority, was responsible for causing the storm. He Kknew of

Athe flotilla's mission and 1its consequence and therefore meted

out revenge in this awesome manner. The Silanga, 1n recognition
of Tandwe's services, henceforth regarded his clan, the Zigu,

as'their own. Today, when referring to a descendant of Tandwe,

 his clan is given as Zign-Silanga. )

* * % *. *

‘The hunter from Isene, or his descendants\rising from a

o~

"menial position in Ihangirp society to- a respected position ofV

substantial authority, aroused the animosity of court rivals in

Ihangiro. Consequen;ly Katobaha, the ‘son of. Kankombya, led a

, contingent of followers across the lake. to Bukerebe._ The hand

gof exiles imp\essed Eﬁé inhabitants in theﬁsoutheastern-lake
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region with their knowledge of fishing with hook and line, with

" the art of constructing sewn canoes, with their new food source
-—the.banana--and with thelr skill in hunting the hippopotomi.
But skills and knomledge alone were insufficient to convince the
inhabitants that the Silanga should be acknowledged as thelr
undisputed rulers, consequently the Silanga and their followers
employed ghile and military might to crush the existing leader-
ship and thereby place Katobaha, the Silanga leader, - in the role
of conqueror. The later suiclde of Katobaha'thwarted the
immediate threat from Ihangiro to stifle the Silanga dynasty
before 1t had -an opportunity to take root and flourish

The Silanga obviously regarded themselves as a branch of
the Hinda dynasty and although the evidence does not  support a
direct relationship between the Hinda and Silanga clans it does
support the Silanga contention that they had close ties with the
Hinda ruling clan. The way of life characteristic of Katobaha's
people; their values and their powers were recognized to be
superior to those of the people they found living in the district,
ltheir immediate sugfess reinforced this contention.. The next

task was to impose a. system -of government that would effectively

'fcontrol the newly founded chiefdom.




Chapter IV
AN ERA OF POLITICAL MATURING

The establishment of the Silangaichiefdom nresumably

occurred during the latter half of the seventeenth century.
From then:untll the latter part of the following century, the
royal clan evolved a political system to govern its expanding
territory. Traditions do not provide an abundance of information
about this era, yet numerous significant developments are dis-
cernible. It is apparent that the powers and administrative
framework of the system of government were firmly fixed during
this period. Relations between the Silanga and two other clans,'
) the Kula -and Gabe, were marred by friction: but the Kula main-
"tained'a political‘system though it was subject to perilodic o

harrassment while th:FGabe were dispersed and, those who remalined
"with the Silanga,Aritually ‘subjugated. The Silanga themselves s
_-experienced a military defeat at the hands of the pastoral -
1Tatoga and consequently fled westward from their settlement at
Iramba._ An important adjustment required of the Kerebe during ;
B the eighteenth century ‘was their need to obtain hoes from
Buzinza ae a consequence of losing control over local iron ore

sources on Kudwirwi as well as losing the services of smelters.

I T

~
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"The'Pre-Silanga Political System

'

" The Silanga's experience in Ihangiro enabled them to

‘introduce a similar complex political and administrative system

in the southeastern lake reglion when ﬁhey established theif own
dynasty. They did not, however, move into a political vacuum
nor were they confronted on1y by a clan-level politicalisystem.
In the sevegteenth centufy a form-of government existed in the
southeastern lake district that clearly transcended clan lines.
Traditions tend t§ obliterate the existence of numerous clans

and consequently only four clans readily emerged from discussions

concerning this period: the Zigu, Hira, Gabe and Kula. Numerous

other clans lived in the region but their preSen&eHis,not.peadilyp'

diécerniblé because they were either subordlnate to one of the
major clans of did not challenge the authority of the Silanga.1

_ The few'dominant clan leaders (abagereii) afe not attri-
buted wifh the authofity of'a'chief in the sense that the
Silangé»rbjal clan provided‘an.omukama.a Furthermore,,eaéh-c;an,

whether a dominant unit or not, has "always" had an omugabiro, a

Trespgptedlélde¢;wﬁﬁse'duties.focused.primgrily,ﬁpop appeals to
. esteemed ancestors, thus the omugabiro acted-as a liaison between

" 'the living and the dead. When a number of clans lived in the

. Isaria N. Kimamboj "The Interior Before 1800, YA
- Tanzania, ed., I. N. Kimambo and A, J. T m@?fNairqbi,gl95§Ta' .

1. Inform#tion on theﬂKérebe*political system contained in .

this chapter is primarily the contribution of Buyanza and Bahltwa

while Makene 8/0 Ikongolero contributed complementary information
on the Hira clan. O o : ' : '

2. ~Ré1evan€‘édmments on other rulers,1n[ﬁe8ternfTaniéhié at
Ehis time are found in Roberts, "The Nyamwezi,".118-120; and
s History .of .

e
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.same Vicinity, however, an omugerezi (p1. abagerezi), emerged as

a district leader with ritual powers encompassing more than one
clan and he was assisted by a council, apparently composed of
representatives from each ¢lan residing in the district. As
described in‘the;preceding chapter, the Sllanga encountered
three ;tagerezi, Igungula,cgandwe,~and Makobe, and it was their
authority and position-that had to heﬁsubordinated.

The functions of the abagerezi were primarily Judicial
in nature: attempting to resolve disputes over inter-clan
thefts,” debts, boundary disagreements, and adultery. Additional
responsibilities included the parceling out of land to immigrants

as well as responsibility for formal relations with other dis-

tricts outside his jurisdiction.® The basic responsibility of =~

the abagerezl appears, then, to have been essentlally one of

maintaining soclal order. Military functions are significantly
,absent from the attributed role of the abagerezi although this |

does not preclude martial encounters. But as Andrew Roberts

suggests in his historical study of the Nyamwezi, discontented

individuals were Juyst as 1ike1y to emigrate as they were to
) s

foment dissension.2 The Kerebe, for that matter, do. not ‘regard

:,“themselves or their ancestors as outstanding warriors, histori-"

{ cally their geographical location has been their most effective

l; See Hans Cory, "Report on the Pre-European Tribal

IOrganizations in Musoma District. . ! Cory Papers No. 173.
- This report contains information on the people east of Bukerebe

whose system:of overnfient was dhiefless and presumably similar

t.in structure to the early Kerebe organization.

2. : "The Nyamwe.zi {120.‘. L . e %‘_‘st’
‘i“’?V:'ﬁt i S
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defense.

- The omugerezi who led the gbagerezi b lamagambo (couqcil)
was seemingly a representative from a pafticular clan'and net an'”
elected 9££icial;1‘he'represented a claﬁ that had demonsﬁrated
unusual powefs eg;%}er and thereafter one of its members was
accepted as the omugerezl. Frequently recognlzed competence in
the ritugl sphere, such as rainmaking, heéling, or controlling
the envirénment in some other manner, équipped a clan for a
role of authority.2 The Hira clan, for example, were noted
abafumﬁ (medicine men) and became abafumu for the'royal clan;
accordihg,to Bahitwa, the Hira were the first abafumu in the
disfrictg Unusual powers of this nature furnished the rationale
fbr_other clansrto subordinate'ﬁhemselves. Tandwe's sﬁrength,
asAnoted above, was recognizeé as being sufficient té cause the
storm that swamped the flotilla from Thangiro; he had been an

' omugereii:before his defeat by Katobaha.  While the council
that existed before the Silangé's arrival retalned a modified role
in the Silanga governing hierarchy, the role of the abagerééiv

was abolished. '

C s 1. This organization was similar to' the councll that existed
-~ -among the Kwaya (Jita), who live just to the northeast.of the
' Kerebe; -and was composed of all clan leaders and heads of .
important subclans., The Kwaya council could increase-1ts own size .
if necessary and this group elected the leader of the community:

1", '

Cory, "Tribal Organizations "in Musoma District.”

. 2. TUnlike the Pare in eastern Tanzanla, the knowledge of iron
smelting or smithing d1ld not confer authority upon the practi-
tioner 1n Kerebe socilaby: *Isarta N. Kimambo, "The Pare," .
Tanzanla Before 1900, 18. Walter Cline comments on the varied

- role of smlths in East.Africa.among~the-Masai,‘Qbagga;,Nyoro, and
_ Hkole in Mining and MeétalluFgy in Negro Africa,’Géneral Serles
“in Anthropology, No. 5:(Menas%d?fWisconsin,ﬁ§937),‘114;119.“j“
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The Powers of the Omukama

The omukama stood as the ultimate source of power within
the new order. The functions -of the ruler were neceSsarily
broad, incorporating Judicisal, administrative and legilslative
duties, and were discherged in close collaboration with his
council of eiders. Unlike the majority of East African leaders
who had to contend with an increasingly complex network of rela-
tionships during the nineteenth,century, the Kerebe abakama did
not‘find-it‘necessery to become continually embroiled in military
forays with neighbcrs.l’ Occasionel.fights certainly occurred,
particularly with the rival Knla'clan who occupled the southern
portion of the peninsula and island, but they were small scale '
encounters that did not continually concern the population,'m'"w';w"‘d
although both land and cattle were at stake. The Ganda also
posed a very real threat to Kerebe soclety after 1877, but
cooperation with these potentially destructive people prevented
serious disruption.2 Therercre‘the Kerebe and their.omukama did |
not find‘it necessary to devote thelr energies towards the

‘creation of a militsfily orientated chiefdom.:_'
‘ The omukama was assumed to be the intercessor between his
:'people and the spiritual realm and was in a position to assist

E the Kerebe during their time of need In comparison to

.~ 1. Roberts, "Political Change in the Nineteenth Century,
A History of Tanzania.w

d -~

. 2,  Gerald W. Hartwig, "Bukerebe, The Chruch Missionary
- Soclety, and East African Politics, 1877-1878," African
: Historical Studies,, 1 (1968), 223-225 -_-;p e

~
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neighboring people to the north, the Kara, and to the east, the
Jita/Kwaya and Shashsi, the Kerebe omukama possessed more con-
centrated power than any-individual in these chiefless-societies.
Even the Sukuma chiefdoms to the south,'across'Speke Gulf;
regarded the Kerebe omukama with considerable respect for his ;l
reputed powers, particularly his rainmaking abilities. Through-
out the southeastern lake reglon there was no more consistently
successful railnmaker than the omukama, a.factor that added
significantly to his- prestige among other comnunities. Rain-
makers (ahagimba) had always held a significant position of
power in Kerebe society and although Katobaha claimed to be pro-
ficient in this realm as well, there were successful abagimba
prior to his appearance. Hence by merely professing rainmaking
powers, the Silanga could scarcely convince the inhabitants that
they should replace their existing practitioners with a newcomer,
and, in fact, the Silanga omukama dld not displace the existing
_abagimba even though theoretically his powers were supreme in
l'this realm. Each clan retained its own omugimba and the omukama
_was approached only gyen seriously threatened or during a drought.
Similarly the appeal by each clan to its ancestors remained a
,i;family affair,’that.is, a particular formpof spiritual”worship
iexisted and no alterations were made in the haSic institution ;
o”Just because an omukama was present. But the royal clan's pre-
sence added yet another dimension to the prevailing means of'
invoking the assistance of the spiritualxrealm. Because'the
p'Silanga displayed more varied and complex relationship within
f;jthe secular realgi it wasiass"“Ed that their %gcess to the R

i
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“sPiritual domaln was superior.' Consequently nonroyal clans
reSpected the_omukama'a'superior"pouers although they would only
request his assistance when their own efforts proved unsuccess-~
ful. Clan responsibilities such as rainmaking and appealing to
the spirits of their ancestors continued after the chiefdom came
into being and henceforth the Kerehe possessed two mutuallj
compatible avenues to approach the amesome spiritual world.
Theory and practice operated in an intriguing manner
among the Kerebe. While theoretically supreme the omukama proved
his excellence as a leader 1in practiée'by attracting to his
court those specialists from nonroyal clans who were acknow-
ledged as the best within the chiefdcm. - If people were experienc-
ing drought, for example, they would inform the omukama of theilr
dilemma and the lneffectiveness of thelr own efforts to provide :
rain: He, in turn, would call the most highly regarded omugimba'
(rainmaker);in the chiefdom to the court‘and'direct him to use
the omukama's rainpot,-stones and medicine to provide rain.r'In
"the case of an invasion by locusts, again there was a particular»
clan who claimed power to drive the holocaust away and its
‘ representative was summoned by the omukama to perform this
service for the chiefdom The specialists were well rewarded
for their asslstance and acquired considerable social recognitionA
for their association with the omukama; fallure had the contrary |
-aresult. |
Ralnmaking can- be placed in a category of intangible
powers, along with other attributed powers, that helped to ‘

strengthen the position‘bfpthe omukama. Appeals directed by him :

N Ag,_'f‘.f SR ]

o
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to his ancestors, to Namuhanga the creator, and to lessér -
intermediary.deities in time of affliction tested tﬁe ultimatek
authority of the ruler and failure to conform to these expecta- -
tions was the major reason for deposing an omuﬁaﬁa.v Thus one of
the concerted efforts by rulers such as the Kerebe abakama in
the nineteenth century, and presumably this would have been
equally  true eaflier, was to seek knpwledge--knowledge or power
to bolster the position of men confronted and threatened by
increasing pressure from new and, freqdently, alien forces.1
Much of the knowledge came in the form of "medicine," some that
was attributed with supernatural power to enable the leader to
overcome an unprecedented situation, some that was harmful to be
used against enemies, and some that was useful in curing new
diseases.- Because of the continual growth of these intangible
powers the functions and role of the omukama were dynamic and

. increasing in complexity with each new development. When viewed
'from this perspective 1t is misleading to refer to "traditional"
‘soclety. It was never a static situation and an-increasingly ‘

complex role is a mazgfd characteristic of the omukamals office

as well as the conditions under which’ society evolved.

Selection of the Omukama

The~Kerebe‘system_for'selectingkanwomukamaiminimizedﬁthe

®

T s : .
1. See Terence\o Ranger, "The Movement of Ideas, 1850--
- 1939," A Histogz of Tanzania, 162 163 4

,*\_,
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opportunities for strife that could lead to dynastic wans.l

~-‘Sons of a ruler were theoretically eligible for the position of

omukama. Flaws in their pedigree or physique, however, precluded
numerous sons from candidacy. A son whose mother was a member of

the Kula clan, fonAeXample, or whose mother was a Jita, or a

’representative of any other outside community, was not con-~

-g8idered. The rationale for these exclusions was that if an

omukama encountered serious difficulties within the chilefdom

he would be unable to call upon his uncles (his mother's brothers)

' for assistance since they were outside the realm. A second

restriction was an age factor; before the twentieth century, an
immature boy was not accepted as a candidate because if a lad
were chosen, a regent would be necessary and the Kerebe feared

placing their trust in a man to act on behalf of the rightful

ruler. Reluctance to select a youngster as omukama was evident

when Ibanda was deposed in favor of Machunda in the early nine-

teenth century. The latter, in his teens, was living in exile

» to the east of Bukerebe when an elder visited him with the

specific intention o{;measuring his height. Apparently the

uplotters were not satisfied with the lad's size and a- second

. ,;trip was taken later. by which time Machunda had achieved suffi-

_cient stature, and undoubted maturity, to allow the deposition

to-takevplace.

1. For comparison 8e¢e D. . J. Stennin "The NyankOle, East
%New York, 1959) , 148;

Jd. La Fontailne and A. I. Richards, "The Haya," Ibid., 178 179,

and Fontaine,'"The Zinza\i Ibid., 197 R o
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A third limitatiod for any candidate dealt with the

individual!s‘physical attributes. He could be in no way deformed
d} physically marred; in prectice this meant that he could not
be circumcized, have plerced ear lobes or front teeth extracted
--all practices;ef.various people 1ivingpto the east of the.’
Kerepe.' Conversely, if a newly appointed ruler wanted to dis~
qualify any of his ambiltious brothers from.office, he merely had .
to plerce their .ears or extract some of their teeth to achleve
his obJectite.ll The procedure tended %o reduce to‘a minimum
fraticide by the ruler. |
, Beyond the réstrictlons imposed by the mother's clan,
age and physical attributes, the eldest son generally received
) initial appraisal and_under.normal circumstances he could expect '
to be selected. Candidates, however, were not at liberty to act
irresponsibly even though their privileges as Abalanzi (sons of
‘the omukama) were humerous. - It was necessary for them to convey
a sense of responsibility and respect to the elders who would
ultimately determine the next omukama. Acceptable behavior, then,‘
,icomprised the fourth quk}ification which 4s disucsseq at greater
length below._ | . n o R
The sélection of.an omukama was. ideally limited to the

elders of a single nonroyal clan, the Sita, though in practice a

L e ot ] s s st

1. The introduction of colonial rule upset the prevailing
system. In- 1895 the Germans enthroned Mukaka who had.the dis-

" tinction of possessing two restrictions that normally barred a -

.candidate from considerati@ﬁ as’ omukama.' his mother was a Jita,
‘she had very likely bé&en a slave, and his ear lobes had been -
plerced. -Again, in 1939, %:gumbuzya was & 1ad of nine years of

’j«age at the time of his eledtion.’ = L
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lfew valued advisors of the Sita may also. have participéted.l
The role and power of this particular clan in the selection of
a ruler was unprecedented in 6tﬁgr interlacustrine societies
whére the usual selection procedure was restricted to the rbYal
clan,itself.2 The Sita are representatives of an old and power- -
? ful elan that had possessed political power 1n various communi-
ties within the interlacustrine zone prior't0‘1500, that is,
before the appearance of the Hinda and Bito ruling clans. Kerebe
tradltions, howevef, do not imﬁute any unusual authority to the
Sita during the seventeenth century or before. Kerebe informants
from various.clans explain that the special powers and privileges
of the clan are a result of the unique relationship that formed
.betweénm"Kankombya” and Buniri when they departed as hunters from
Isene centuries ago. Buniril, the.first'member of the Sifta to be
remembered by}naﬁé, appears in a subservient role in traditioné
to the forebearer of the Silanga, not as an eqﬁal.  Whatever the
early relationship, evidence from the Silanga's'treatment of some.
subdued clans suggests that thézsilanga and Sita ¢combination was'

" pased on cooperation. An exception occurred in the nineteenth

oo 1. 0 In-addition to selecting the omukama, the Sita clan were
-_specifically responsible for burial of the. abakama, storing the
omukama's offieial raln-pot and raln-stones, guarding the royal
accoutrements of a ritual nature along wlth the head of the .
-‘previous ruler in a special structure called;enzu_ﬁg‘ménzi,kand

guarding the abakema's burlal ground. The Sita nad divided them-
selves so that a particular elder was responsible for a particular
task; the elder's son would then follow hils father in the per- ‘
formance of a specific duty. )

R e S - .

2. A markedly different situation existed in Buganda where
the absence of a royal ¢lan accounted for the varlation; see.

“A. I. Richards, "The Gandsy. East-African Chiefs, 4f. .- -
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century when an Omusita attempted to overthrow the Silanga“rulér
and dynasty and place himself as the omukama. The abortive
effort, however, did not permanently impair the relationship
of the Sita, one that remailned substantially unaltered from the
time they had arrived with the Silanga in the 1600s until 1895_
when colonial representatives limited the prerogatives of tne
Sita in the selection of an omukama. ' N

The Sita had a number of days at tneir disposal during
which they agreed upon a replacement for a deceased ruler. _The
time involved for selection occurred between the death of the
incumbent and his burial some two to four weeks later. Major
variables determining when burilal occurred included the time of

1

moon, and the prolonged processrof“severing the head from the

deceased's body. " When the body was prepared for burial and the ’

' new moon appeared, the death of the ruler was formally announced

«by striking the ‘symbolic drum of the chiefdom, the matwigacharo.

Only a few 1ndividuals, such as the Sitayycouncilors, and some

,ﬂipersons working within the court, would. previously, fficially at
o Q

least, know of the omukama's death because this was. confidential

3

| During the brief, unannounced interregnum, the elders of

1. A strand, or several strands, of hair from an elephant
or gilraffe's: tall was locped about the neck and tightened ;

- periodically until decomposition permitted the device to sever
the partially decompased fYresh. Euring the ‘process; performed
by members of the Gabe clan, the body was treated with perfum-
ing" agents. | : N

~
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the Sita clan would decide on a successor. It is impossible to
determine the amount of consultation that occurred in the selec-
tion procedure before the present century, but the intention was
to isolate the Sita from pressure. Secrecy discouraged potential
candidates and thelr uncles from influencing the séiectors' deci-
sion and decreased the possibility of i;ternecine stryuggles.
Although the Sita married only into the Silanga clan, the crea- -
tion of vested interests was avoided becauee intermarriage could
only be with Silanga who were ineiigible for the position of
omukama; Sita women could not be married to eligible sons or
grandsons of an omukama.

Tradition does not indicate whether any of the abakama
before 1895 were younger sons although a tumultuous period in
the early nineteenth caentury produced a number of abakama with
the same father, thus some were necessarily younger~sons,1 but

:vtbere 1is insufficient evidence‘to determine wnetherAyounger sons -
were selected in preference to their elder bprothers by the Sita
The actual discretionary power of the Sita in selecting an
g’nukama remains theoretically broad since the Kerebe, emphasize
"vehavior" as the significant determining factor, certainly
;-'more basic than age. Another unknown condition is the extent of
'\pressure exerted by some candidates upon the Sita even before the

o death of an incumbent became an immediate concern of which the

most acceptable form would be overt respect or periodic visits

.-f" g LU

: 1. Mihigo II, .the eighth ruler, is the omukama in question,
he died in approximately {E?O._,m;

<. m.‘./u".

o~
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to the Sita elders. These elders, since they were fundamentaliy
| concerned about the "behavior" of a candidate, desired an
individual who would provide a stable, auspicioua set of condi-
tions in which they and soclety in general could flourish. They
could be expected to distrust any lndividual who flaunted his
”privileges in a callous manner since this would ultimately

' infringe on the privileges or rights of themselves and others.

Deposition of an Omukama

An equally important function of the Sita clan was the
responsibility of deposing an incumbent who did not fulfill the
" demanding expectations of his office. Drouéht over an extended
period of time, apparently of more than a year's duration, was a
serious conditlon for an agricultural community and the omukama
“was held directly accountable for 1t. The twelfth onukama,7
Ibanda, was -deposed for this reason, Ruhinda, Ibanda's predeces-
~sor, on the other hand, was allegedly deposed for railure to |

‘ iﬁfntrol an excessive amount of rainfall.t

In‘a different situa-
'tion the "behavior" expected of an omukama 1S illustrated "in the
: case of the sixth ruler, Lutana Mumanza. His reign commenced

‘\auspiciously when he generously -shared arlarge number of his

“captle withkhis subJects,but then, sometime later, unwisely

\

‘ , 1. This 1s Bahltwa's versipn, he also maintained that the
- lake level increased signi?icantly and numerous 1slands came -
' into being at this time, including Bukerebe itself and Kome, off
‘ the Buzinza coast.

o~
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denanded the cattle back, a declsion that_prompted his removal.
Nago, in remembered contrast to Lutana Mumanza, followed his
predecessor's lead in generosity but avoided the wrath of his'
people and simultaneouslj earned their gratitude by his con-
tinuing generous polilcy. .

- Discontentnent with the abakama ruling between approxi-
mately 1820 and 1840 is reflected in the number of deposed
abakama. This political instability was only brought under _ .
control by Omukama Machunda who successfully checked the apparent
abuse of power by the Sita elders. Though thils period is remem-
bered as having unusual climatic conditions, the Sita were
undoubtedly distressed by other factors, primarily the intro-
ductidn’of~diseases~that placed a new stress on the social
fabric, one that the abekama did not resolve satisfactorily for

-

some time Because the omukama was ultimately responsible for -

" the welfare of his subjects, the Sita could exercise their pre-

rogative to depose the ruler who allegedly failed)in his task.
Considerable preparation characterized an attemptedﬂdepoSition
; ‘oﬁaen incumbent if the details reported of Ibanda's removal in
| the early 18008 is any indication As previously mentioned a
’.representative of the Sita visited Machunda to determine whether

~
" he was sufficiently mature to replace Ibanda who was confounded

o by an extended drought. It was not until after the second visit

to Machunda, living approximately seventy-five miles to the
east, that the Sita made their decision to depose Ibanda. Hence

" the amount of time consumed while plotting the deposition may

: "‘have extended over threevyeirs, particularly since the physical_

<
r
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maturity of Maohunda'assumed an important place in the final
decision. | ;

The omukama continually weighed the political climate
of his chiefdom by means of. the council'of elders, the visiting'
enfura (friends of the omukama), the abakungg (headmen), and the
sbazuma (messengers). The Sita held numerous offices at court
and COnsequently were in a position to hear the reports coming
in from the villages. If serious issues remained unresolved for
a prolonged length'of time the>omukama--as well as the Sita--was
well aware of it. The resultant stress between the Sita, repre-
senting the concerned populace, and the omukama together wlth

“his uncles and other supporters during periocds of tension would
surface in daily affairs. As a general rule the Sita could
'attempt'a deposition onI§fwhen~an omukama's apparent support
dwindled to a low ebb. Until such time the Sita had to limit
themselves to a period of watchful walting. ln this”senserthe

"~Sita did not possess unusually significant political prerogatives
but rather were an institutionalized means of ridding the chief-

.fgpm of a ruler who had lost the support of his people. Certainly

in the 1ate nineteenth century, the Sita openly resented Rukonge

o

‘;nho is-generally regarded in tradition as a: cruel and tyrannical
omukama during a very disturbed era. Yet the Sita could not’
-,’depoSe him because too many Kerebe supported him. Rukonge-also

fortified his position by an alliance with the danda in addition ‘
1i;_ to attaching numerous depepdable men,to his court, oftentimes

these were Ganda migrants who had settled on Bukerebe and owed

i¥r“persona1 allegiance tO”Ruﬁknge;‘ Given the restrictions on the '
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Sita's role, the chiefdom benefited from a relatively stable -
political system in which the omukama either satisfactorily ful-

filled hils responsibilities or faced expulsion.

Advisory to the Omukama

The concept of the Silanga political system arrived with
Katobaha from Ihangiro; the territorial boundaries of the chief;
dom originally cofiprised the northern portlon of the island/
peninsula and numerous islands in the vicinity, excluding the.
island of Bukara. But the varilous officials and representa-
tives of the omukama in the 18008 were not immediately appointed
in the.l6003.— While the nascent chiefdom-commenced- with Katobaha,m.'
tradition'does not assign the appearance of some royal repre-~
 sentatives until the eighteenth century therepy;implying‘tnat
'the‘royal clan}euolved‘a system of government over a period of
time. ' ‘ '
| The omukama and his councilors formed the.pomerful and
»imgrestigious center of the political system. As previously men-
tioned the Silanga found councils composed of clan elders led by
abagerezi already in existence. Thils system was modified by the
,froyal clan to the extent that an omukama, who exercised sub-;
titstantially more power than had an omugerezi, ruled in conjunc-"llmgl;
tion with the council composed of elders from nonroyal clans. B
The council retained the prerogative.of controlling its own

:number as well as- electing its own membership, thereby main-d,

“dfl‘taining a- degree of indepekdence. All clans, however, were not
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necessarily represented on the councll, the only official body
that influenced the decision making process. Since the omukama
and the council represented-the court of final appeal in diffi-
cult cases of litigation there was a tendency for ambitiousry.
individuals, particularly from unrepresented clans on the council,
to gravitate toward the courts where they would be noticed by the
omukama and the council, assuming that persons nearest the center.
of authority would recelve sympathetic'consideration. Othersjw
chose to remain aloof from the political center pursuiné tﬁeiff
daily affairs without undue concern over their lack of social
and political prominence

Men who wished to become known by the omukama had to
- visit_the“court on-a periodic basis, usually with-a gift to the
omukama as a token of respect, a social requirement that lmme-
diately disqualified men of 1imited means. The elusive goal
sought by ambiltious visitors, particularly in the 18008, was to” A
be regarded as enfura of ‘the omukama, literally interpreted as
friends of the ruler. It was not a rank nor an official posli-
frgion but rather a social relationship that guaranteed soclal
prestige and political power. Mere visits to the royal court by

¥,
‘no means assured a man of recognition as enfura, his intelligence,

RN
' wit and general demeanor ‘were important factors. A foolish,

F*irritab1e~or quarrelsome~man would be excluded. Recognition of
h‘enfura, depending in part upon the omukama‘s personality, was.
based upon the value of thehman’to the court,'that 1s, upon his
wisdom, advice and’knowledge. ‘Enfura were men occasionallyli

Y ) . = T
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sought by the omukama and his official advisors for information -
or advice. Under these circumstances historians in Kerebe
soclety could be recognized an enfura because their traditlons
were useful in court cases; being an hilstorian (omwanzuzu) was a
means of drawing attehtion to one's self in the effort to beéb@e
recognized as a friend of the omukama. .

The status of enfura permitted men from outside the royal
clan to become a part of court life withouf béing anAofficial
councilor.1 The omukama benefited from the enfura bf having
intelligent, enterprising and trustworthy men about him, men who
were in touch with village affairs, thusAinsuring a secondary
unofficial channel of intelligence from the chiefdom; primary
" responsibility for}reporting on affairs of the villages rested
with the headmen, official representatives of the omukama.

4 EnfuraAwere divided into two categoriles: thevmoat ﬁrestigious;
.the‘endxabusxo, were those who were permitted to.eat tﬁé food
"left by the omukama after his meal; the second category of

’ enfﬁra then ate the food remaining after the endyabuéyo finished
,theirzfpod.._Court;protgqol was well established and the eating

arrangeméhts"of the enfura reflected one éspééﬁtéf‘it;‘ ‘

-~

~

-

o 1. Nfura or enfura were glso found in Haya society, on the
western side of the Victoria Nyanza,-and are described as high-
status clans whereas in Kerebe soclety high-status individuals
more accurately describes .the situation.. Refer .to J._ la .Fontaine

“‘and A. I. Richards, "The Haya," East African Chief§;‘176.; | o~

.
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The Bureaucracy of the Omukama

Introduction of chiefdomship brought with 1t éreater
territoriality and the need for representatives of the‘omukamaf
to control the various viilages. Essentially the administration
of village matters was delegated to abakungu (singular, emukungu)
or headmen who resided in the villages. Unllke the councilors
and enfura, the abakungu were eithér members of the royal clan,
or a sub-clan of the Silanga, or had married into the royal
clan. The majority of headﬁen were in fact brothers or uncles
of the omukama although 1t was possible for the ruler to desig-
nate a sister or daughter as an omukungu in which case the woman's

_husband _sould perform the daily tasks of the office. . .

Abakungu were a cdmmbn feature within 1nterlacustrine
political systems and, from the tradition of Katobaha's travels
‘and his brother settling on the island of Irugwa, it is apparent
that abakungu were present from the inception of the chiefdom.l"

By means of these officials the Silanga royal clan subjected -
the population to the rule and administration of a single family
~Although most abakungu wére descendants of an. omukama and con-
: sequently had a vested interest in the chiefdom, they were con-
tcomitantly the most potentially disruptive group 1in soclety;

'_from their ranks came men -who could encourage the deposition of

1. J. La Fonkaine and A. I Richards, "Thé Haya," East
African Chiefs, 181; Stenning, "The, Nyankole, " -Ibid., 150-151;
- J. La Fontaine, Phe Zinza," fﬁid., 200. . These references pro-
vide comparative Information on bakungu in other interlacustrine
societies. L e . B T
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of an omukama; but they themselves could in turn be disqualified‘”
for the royal position.

Abahinda comprised the privileged portion of Kerebe
sooiety. Being menbers of the royal clan they were given con-
siderable  license to befit their position. No one, for example,
could. physically attack them, including the omukama himself, al-
though accusations ;ie numerous about Rukonge, a late nineteenth
century omunama,<who violated this principle. 'Tne Abahinda were
not entirely above the law. and prominent men, such as enfura,
could tactfully report to the omukama that an Omuliinda was abus-

ing his privileges.and harrassing people in a particular village.

Abahinda who became a soclal burden were usually men who did not b

“hold official positions, men who were not useful to the omukama
nor trustworthv One successful means of getting rid of abusive
Abahinda was to insinuate to the- omukama that a man was plotting
" to depose him. The Omuhinda could then be expelled or forced
jinto exlle, the most common means of removing potentially trouble-
*some relatives from hhe chiefdom. "
An omukungu had numerous duties within his village or
1llages. Minor clvil and criminal cases came under ‘his Juris-
diction -as8 did the.- disposal of unoccupied land within the
T'village. Immigrants to the chiefdom who desired land could
"approach the abakungu'directly for it, or, in some cases, ‘the
' mukama himself would direct "an omukungu to provide land for new;

comers. The assessment and collecbion of taxes was a major annual

‘task. The Kerebe royal tlan levied two substantial taxes' the

e

ljomuseku was based upon théssotal possessions of a man;“such




109
things as goats,»cattle and hoes,-while the omusoro,was a millet
tax. In each case the omukungu determined the amount payable by
each householder because 1t was based primarily upon the quantity
of¥a man's livestock or millet which could vary from year. to‘
year. The omukungu as tax agsessor retained a portion of the |
tax as a fee of office. If a man in the village needed temporary
ald, however, the omukungu was expected to provide it from his
stores, while the remainder was forwarded to the omukama. One
check on the omukungu's discretionary powers was a prominent man,
usually an enfura, who could report oppressive taxing to the
omukama. Where abuses from abakungu‘occurred villages with
.enfura among the 1nnabitants realized a distinct advantage over
"those with none. . | |

The omukama possessed land within each village and the
omukungu had rights df cultivation on a portion of 1t wnile he
‘held his position in the village. When he was replaced,'his
successor used the same plots. This was an efficient and practli-
cal system for the omukama and 1t placed the abakungu in a
ﬁ.dependent, landless category which could be offset by independ-

" ently acquiring an obusi (once Jand was cleared ‘1t became an
.ggggi of the family, a possession that was retained as long as 1t
was occupied and used) to which abakungu could move if they lost
b‘itheir appointed position._
There were a few abakungu whose responsibilities included
itwo or more villages. An omukungu could _pame assistants to help
' with his duties providing the villages contained a substantial

,o'population. He often seleéted an entwalilizxa (sub-headman)

LN
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from emoﬁg relatives or friends but not necessarily-Silaﬁga.

The entwalilizya, as in the case of his superior, assessed taxes

end retailned a modest share bf those collecteéd.

In addition'to.ebaku@gu, the Silanga created arseparate
administrative echelon composed of abasiba who outranked the

abakungu; they were concerned about potential threats to the

.chiefdom from external sources. The omukama delegated conslder-

able au?hority to the abasiba who presumably represent an
eighteenth century administrative development that accompanied
the expanding territorial limits of the chiefdom. There were
only four remembered posts for abasiba in the late nineteenth

century and their primary duties consisted of warning the omukama

.
&
£

of approaching ééf&hge%g:”éﬁdmdetefﬁipihgwﬁheuﬁéﬁufe‘bfwtﬁéif“'
presence or business. They lived at strétegic‘locations around
the chiefdom, freQuently on capes. The most 1nf1uent1al omusiba
1ived at Ngoma where he wes in a position to observe any hostile
force from the mainland. His role in welcoﬁing trading caravans.

in the nineteenth century also enhanced the importance of the-

~-position." Traders approaching from the east by land passed his

residence as well as those who arrived by water from Kageyi or

Mwanza.;
. ~

Abasiba did not normally perform functions of abakungu,

1however they were occasionally summoned to court to assist the

omukama in Judging difficult cases, particularly the Ngoma

4

“I,,194. o ’ o .=

C A o .
1. See, for example, Stanley, Through the Dark Continent, .

bty

[ o




£

;,appointment

_ 111
omusiba. The ebasiba, as royal appolntees, were also meﬁbers of
the Silanga clan but one specific qualification was that he could
not be a candidate for the officerof omukama. Since only £he sons
of an omukama were serious contenders for theAroyal position many
of the Silanga clan, grandsons of former rulers for example,
were outside the select circle of prime candldates. An even more
basic cohdition disqualified those Silanga ellgible for the
position of omusiba, at least according to one tfadition.l
During the rule of Kahane, the fifth omukama, a serious problem
arose between Kahana and his sons and subsequently the fofmer ;
cursed a number of his sons indicating that none could ever
become an omukama, only an omusiba. While this explanation is
not entirely credible, 1t does revealvthe~eharp<division»withinw»u

the royal clan between those who were sons of an omukama and

" those whose ro§é&!ancestory went back two or three generations.

Another distinction between abakungu and’ abasiba was that the
former did not normally possess their own obusi within the village
as did the abasiba, which added a more permanent basis for their

]

The abasiba possessed 1arge drums, symbolic representa-

‘tion of" their important position in relation to the omukama as

~

well as'.a communicating device. The omukama's set of drums,

collectively referred to as emilango, was a symbolic aspect of ‘
royal power and only his representatives--abasiba and 8 few of

the 1mportant abakungu--had any reasqn to ,use a drum. An

N\

1. Interview with Magoﬁ%*s/o Kitina. - f ': vf’_“ﬁf';
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exception to this general rule was a smali replica.of the_royai
drum nsed by some clan elders and medicine men for ritual pur-
poses end 1t was only after a different style of drum appeared
around the beginning of the nineteenth century that‘ornms'of4any
sort were used for Entertainment outside,the royal court.

Near the royal resldence, the abazuma, the messengers of

the omukama, lived in close proximlty to the elders of the

council. The abazuma were a collection of'men who gravitated to
'the court and acquired positions of responeibility there. While.
relaying messeges and performing errands were the daily tasks of
the abazuma, they also assisted in tax col;ection by assuring
that the abakungu sent their quota to the omukama on time.
' Occasionailywsome of  these men, who came from nonroyal clans, - -
could rise-to prestigious positions by becoming enfura. Some

of the abazuma were, in fact, boys who were sent by their
| families to the court ‘to serve the omukama but not all clans
-chose to send thein sons; 1t was not a mandatory service. Com-
pensation for an omuzuma Was proximity to the source of political
v:and social power, 1n 1tse1f an awesome opportunity for the |

average subject. He might eat somewhat better ‘than ‘others, but,

e according to informants, his position was not highly respected

“and therefore 1t was actively sought only. by 1nd1viduals from
A‘the lower social ranks who would gain- from the post. I the
'omukama had developed a standing army 1n the nineteenth century
as the Ganda and Nyamwezl, the abazuma would have most likely :

o SN
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formed the core of it.1

The Kula and Gabe, Neighbors and Rivals of
the Silanga

The Kula clan established a second chiefdon on the
southern section of the peninsula and islanghof Bukerebe.’ This
clan had originally migrated in an eastward direction from the
Buha dispersal center. Ancestors of the Kula belonged to the
Longo (Rongo) of Buzinza, the renowned smelters and blacksmiths.
The Kula themselves continued smithing until they evolved their
own chiefdom when they :Zguired the smithing services of another

clan. It appears that ey settled on the peninsula before the

arrival of the Silanga concentrating on hunting and herding The
Kula, according to Bahitwa who is a member of | _this clan, did not
claim to possess chiefly powers before the Silanga's appearance.

Competition between the Kula and Silanga, therefore, may have

_been an important factor in developing royal aspirations among

Kula elders. : :
_\-.\/ . T =
Cattle ralding characterized the periodic conflicts

-during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries between the'

Silanga and Kula with the former emerging as the 1nevitable vic—
tor in both Silanga«and Kula traditions, possibly because they '

fcontrolled-more subjects.i Although efforts to. stabilize rela-

tions and avold friction is suggested by numerous marriage

o

e,

-
.

1. Andrew Roberts, "Political Change in the Nineteenth
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alliances between the rivals, the major consequence of the con-

\ flict was the Kula's continual shift westward, seemingly to

decrease pressure from their opponents. But the Silanga them-

. selves experienced a major setsack,from the pastoral Tatoga 1n

- the eighteenth century when a defeat at their hands forced
Onukama Kahana to flee from the Silanga court at Iramba on the

'peninsula to Bukindo and join the Kula on the island. Conse-
quently the Silanga and Knla lived side by side; at even closer
quarters'than earlier. 'The~eastern end of the island was then
divided in half by mutual agreement with the northern portion
occupied by the Silanga and the southern portion by the Kula.
This arrangement remained in existence until approximately 1840
when the powerful Silanga'omukama, Machunda, drove the hapless
Kula to a smaller area on the southwestern end of the island,
including the island of Bwiro. There is every reason to suspect,

"even though tradition is silent about 1it, that this conflict

'was a direct consequence of the long distance 1ivory trade since

the Kula had occupied a district that effectively blocked direct

. access to the major Sukuma trading bases at Kageyi and Mwanza

and caravans coming by land from the east.' Henceforth the

'.Silanga virtually excluded the Kula from any substantial partici—

pation in the long distance ivory trade. =
» _ -While the’ Kula developed a small scale chiefdom, the Gabe
: did not attain a similar status. This clan lived on the penin-

sula highland called Kulwlrwl ig the~l600s and reportedly con-

' trolled the iron ore deposits found on the slopes of this massif.

. it . . . B
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Agricultural clans ih this arid part of the peninsula made their
homes along the lake shore but not the Gabe and Babo (the latter

;was a sub-clan of the former). The Gébe appéar to have been a

substantial clan in numbers, power, and influence although tradi-

tion does not‘indicatewwhether they controlled ény elan other”
than the Gabo. Available evidence suggests that the Gabe oper-
ated a smelting center on Kuiﬁirwi that suﬁpliedrthe essential
raw material for agricultﬁral 1mplement8 in addition‘té weapons
assuring the region'i inhabitants a supply of iron wares.1 Gabe
control 6fgkuiw1rw1 came»to an'abrupt end in the early 1700s
wheh Mihigo, éhe fourth Silanga ruler, allegedly drove the Gabe
from thelr stronghold and dispersed “them.2 Certainly from this
time onward the population of the region could no longer rely
upon a local supply of hoes (after smelting, the plg iron was

made into hoes), a condition that forced them to utillze another

Asqﬁrce of hoes, marking the beginning of trade with the Longo

smiths and smelters of Buzinza. Thus from'theyeérly‘17003 the

Kerebe traveled a considerable distance by canoe and then-by

- land: to.obtain hoes.~4Wh11e_this development reveals a growing

=

L Wﬁether‘iron ore was 1n fact smeltedion_Kulﬁirwi béfore
the present century could not be determined with certainty. .
Living representatives of the Gabe clan in 1968-69 were unable

. tb_peride'definite~1nformation. Traditions from Bahitwa, .
- Buyanza, -and Mugoma,

however, supported the: contention that ore

wes smelted there and this  interpretation has been tentatively

- accepted. ' This lssue becomes a rundamenta1~facto; in determining

when long distant trade with Buzinza began.

“y

2.  Buyanza provided this pag%iéuiarfaééount. 'Other infor- - .

. mants suggested that 1t was the Tatoga who had‘attackedvthe»eabe ;

. _or, a third version, that q;gggge@causgd;the“digpersall5,“;jﬁkA

L

el




118
interdependence bét@éen two distant communities it alsofimplies
that the Kerebe were hencéforth dependent on an outside source
for an esSentiai raw material.

Following. the defeat and_dispersal of the Gabe and Gabo. -
from Knlwirwi, individuals who remained within the Siianga chlef-
dom were accorded ritual responsibilities. The Gabe, who may
have delegated smelting and smithing tasks to the Gabo (a sub-
clan of the Gabe) prior to leaving Kulwirwi: nenceforth performed
the secretive function of removing a deceased omukama's head,
presumably under the supervision of the Sita clan. The Gabe's
ritual subjugation is 1llustrated by the death of Omukama
Machunda's donkey (an animal in his small menagerie); the Gabe
were assigned the task of burying the animal. Like the Sita.
clan, the Gabe married only into the Siianga clan, but this may
well have emanated from the practice that clans associated with
smithing married endogamously (that 1s, with other smlthing
clans) or with the royal clan. The.Gabo apparently smelted and
forged on Kulwirwi at the time of their dispersal and continued
_ to do so although on a limited scale after thelr defeat. They
became fulltime agriculturalists for all practical purposes,
the exception being when metal ritual objects such as a royal

spear were required by the omukama. Another ritualistic function_

vj‘that continued long after the Gabo ceased smithing was to scratch

a mark on hippo harpoons before their use, harpoons made by
smiths of other clans. The huntars scught.the ritual mark on

their weapons from the Gabo because it would enhance the weapon's
PR TR ";"\. . " " m.;-u.
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effectiveness. Their historical and ritual significance in
addition to their close relationship with the abakaméfassured the

Gabe and Gabo of a controversial but impressive rank in Kerebe

Social Aspects of Kerebe Culture

"The Silanga made a cbnsiderable impact updn tﬁe soclal
hiérarchy'of their subJjects. The conquerihg contingent ffom
Thangiro came from a soclety that was demarcated along social
and economié lines: a Hima pastorgi population maintained an
aloof social>and-political dominance over an agricultural
majority. The ruling Hinda clan forgéd close ties with the Hima
who controlled the cattle,~which were regarded as the real wealth
within the region.2 Kétobahavandnhis folloﬁers did nqt assume
the role of pastbralisﬁs either in Thangiro or Bukereﬁé.‘ fhey'
were members of an~agribu1tura1;f;sh1hg community, however, they
1ntfoducéd ahd promoted a sociéi ordervin the SOutheastefn 1ake

-t

,regiqnjbaaed:upon principles in common with those of the sogially

1. fSihée‘lowistatus is a’ characteristic of smiths information
on. it is difficult to acquire from informants who are no longer.

" ‘smiths. Traditions concerning the Gabe and Gabo were doubly -

difficult to acquire because living elders of,the¢clan5‘were‘féw

. and reluctant to discuss thelr tradltions. Rather than con-

sciously preserving thelr clan traditions, the contrary seemed
to be occurring, a deliberate effort to forget traditions by not’
passing them on to the younger generations. Informants contri-

" buting significant information on&the;Gabe and Gabo included

Johana Mazige (Gabe), Mpehi s/o Migesa (Himba), Kaliga s/o = -
 Iwambali (Sita), Magoma s/o0 Xitina (Silanga), Buyanza (Silanga),
" ‘and Bahitwa (Kula). G el i e el T

% PN RN ' & : :
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"The Haya," 176; "The Zinza,"
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stratified interlacustrine communities.

Social stratification on Bukerebe cannot be compared with
other interlacustrine socleties since a permanent pastoral class
 did not exist in Kerebe society.1 Some pastoralists (Tatoga)
lived among the Kerebe in the 1800s--the men were herdsmen for
" Kerebe with large herds of cattle and the women were wives of
the omukama and possibly other Abahinda--but they did not repre-
sent a permanent part of soclety, the herdsmen were temporary
and the women adapted themselves to a new culture.2 Nonetheless
stratification of soclety developed with the Sese (representatives
of interlacustrine culture) dominating people of Kara or Jita
extraction, that is, the descendants of the indigenous Bantu-
speaking population. A tendency existed to absorb migrants from
the interlacustrine societies into Sese ranks much more readily
than from communities‘east of the lake even though oniy,agri—
"culturalists or fishermen were linvolved. Language and customs
provided barriers that were not easily overcome. Language itself
created and maintained a social barrier This does not refer to
. ~the Sese 1anguage spoken by the Silanga but rather to 1ndinect
speech proverbs and simple nuances in 1anguage usage that can
convey meaning among 1nd1viduals who are in frequent contact

‘ with one. another.- The presence and constant development of

l ,communication at this 1eve1 thwarted the efforts of all ‘but the

m,

~

1. Slavery is discussed belqw 1n«Chapter VII.

2. "Journal of Lieutenant G. ‘Shergold Smith, November 17,
5 1877, c. A6/0 22, CMS. Sa e :
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most ambitious and steadfast men in the chilefdom. Evenawithin
the Sese stratum a number of sub-strata appeared that were based
on proximity to the omukama in-the socio-political relam.' A
man's social relationship to the ‘omukama determined nis social
stratum. The wealth (the size of his cattle herd for example)
of the individual would be the most apparent manifespation of
this fundamental social condition to an observer since wealph was
necessary to gain attention of the omikama, and'proximity to the
" omukama in turn determined the'social class to which a man

belonged.‘

From the foundation of the Silanga chiefdom in theleQOs
nntil thelate 17008, the political and soclal components of the
interlacustrine cultnral_region were implanted among the earlier
‘inhabitants of the southeastern lake region.‘ The development
‘mas'undoubtedly gradual but the‘extension of control and power

is evidenced in the sudcessful encounters against the Kula and

. Gabe clans.‘ ‘The setback received after the Tatoga pastoralists

forced the Silanga to move westward into a district with more 1
‘agricultural than. pastoral potential. '
The Silanga introduced a dynasty and centralized poli-
"tical system that. enabled them to control as well as tax the
'subject populatlon; the headmen (abakungu) and watchmen (abasiba)
, were all members of the royal clan Integration of the political
‘kSystem found by the Silanga in the 16005 provided for a council

‘lfl;of elders who represented some of the nonroyal clans.i Moreover

B
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the omukama encouraged individuals from nonroyal clans to Jdin'
court soclety, meﬁ who were then fecognized as enfuré, or friends
of the omukama, who unofficially advised and reported'on condi- '

1 he omukama's claim to superior

tions within their villages.
supernatural powers ;as testeduon occaslon and he was held
accountable if he was found wanting; the Sita clan took the
initiative in depcsing an incumbent who had lost suppdrt from
the population. Th¢ Sita also possessed the unusﬁal authority
to select the abakama, thus dépriving the royal clan of this
prerogative; ' :

| A hierarchical sbciety apparently flourished under the
Silanga, displaying noteworthy resilience when 1£ adJusted to

the loss of control over local iron ore deposits and thereafter

'participated in the Buzilnza hoe trade.

- . . . . . r

1. The increasing importance of enfura in the late 1800s,
forming a parallel service to thescourfcilors in advising and a
- parallel service to the headmen in reporting from the villages,
- ‘suggests that they may have ultimately replaced the councill and-
~the headmen-1f the colonlal peried had not intervened., . %"
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Chapter V
WIDENING HORIZONS

Historians have only begun to reconstruct the history of
events that dominated eastern Africa in the'nineteenth century.
For the period after 1850, when European explorers and mis-

sionaries made observations of the interior that are avallable

for assessment, an understanding of the-numerous political,

economic and social forces at work among the people 1n the.
interior is emerging.l Unfortunately oral traditions are 1imited

for the perlod before the European intrusion Into th_:

,‘and as a consequence the period before 1850 tends to remain dis=

appointingly vague. Swahili, Arabs and triballﬁﬁggcans partici-
pating in the lvory trade introduced into tie, interior from the

‘;cosmopolitan community along the East African coast new food
‘ crops such as maize and cassava (manmoc, an American crop),
' trade goods such as beads, cloth and guns, and promoted Swahili

‘,‘as a 1ingga franca.2 Recently historians have recognized the

ll.

1. Roberts, "'I‘he Nyamwezi," 117, 130 131, Edward A Alpers,

 "phe Coast and the Development of the Caravan Trade," A Histogy
of Tanzania, 56; Roberts, "Politieal Change~in the Nineteenth
~ Century, " 82-84. RN , o _

: 11’7;2.»,Norman Bennett, "The Arab Impact»" Zamani; 235—236&,'

(123)
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'"enlargementdof the political scale” togetherhﬁith the intro-
duction of new ideas and the rapid dissemination of information .

as. consequences of the long distance ivory trade.1 The slaving
_—Aactivities that accompanied the search #gr ivory also had a .
disturbing influencevon some inte;ior dist%icts.

Traditions of the Kerebe provide evidence that increases

. our understanding of events occurring between apbroximately

1800 and 1850. As traditions from neighboring socleties become

aVailable, i1t will be possible to estimate with greater assurance'
. the approkimate'time that'significant changes began toroccur;
| what the response was in)eacﬁ case, and whether it complements

the Kerebe experience. While'the'Kerebe traditions provide a

vague chronology by assoclating events with a particular omukama,
| this device is not precise and4is merely suggestive of a general

time period. Finally, a speculative though necessary function

in reconstructing events for ‘this. era as well as interpreting

their significance is to discuss probable cause and effect

relationships for various events.

.The Momentous Reign of Mihigo II ':?
. : : : : .
. The reign of Mihigo II, ca. 1780 - ca. 1820, bridges a ’J '
-gtransitional.period in,Kerebe history._ It was during Mihigo II's

>
~

WL Roberts, "political -Change in the Mineteenth Century, I
57-84; Ranger, "The Movement- of" Ideas,? 161- 171, Bennett, "Thel"“ e
Arab Impact," 235_236 : ’

e

Al 2.- Buyanza is primarily responsible for traditions in the
early 18008.‘ ; Sl T

s
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tenure as omukama‘tﬁat'Bukerebe,experiehced the positive as well
‘a8 the negative effects‘bf the long disténce ivory trade and
thereby moved into & new and difficult‘age. Prior to the
expoeﬁre of Bukerebe and ita immediate hinterland to the rami-
| fications of the Arab and_Swahili trading community's appearance,
.the Kerebe had been iﬂsulated from direct influences emanating

from the Indian Ocean coast. Earlier history, as related above, - - .-

was characterized by significant though parochial developments,
but as far as can be determined there were no major reglonal

developments 8ince the arrival of the pastoral Hima that affected

thewinterlacustrine region‘or the Nyamwezi;Sukumaldistrict. ) |
Mihigd's rule,~however, epanned an era when radically altered
'eonditions and values developed. . |
" Unfortunately for chronological purposes, the time ofl
Mihigo'a reign 1s uncertain and the dates of 1780-1820 are the
‘beet estimate.” Kerebe informanté‘often estimate the'length of
an omukama's reign by the number of children born to his wives.
And as Bahitwa pointed out, toward the end of Mihigo's life, he
. had had so many sons that he could no longer remember all of
. their names; consequently he attributes Mihigo II with a very ‘
-long life and reign. Moéving back in time from Rukonge's deposi—
'tion in 1895 and approximating the length of each omukama 8
vkreign,.based on oral information, it is calculated that Mihigo II

-

1. Bahitwa and Magoma both emphatically contend that.
Mihigo II ruled for a very long périod, longer-than both Machunda
 (estimated to have ruled 34 years) and Rukonge (estimated to have
-'.ruled 26 years) or any other Silanga omukama.<“ :

TS [
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died around 1820; the margin of error ‘1s ‘probably less than ten

'years. It 18 hypothesized that he reigned fér about fortj years

since tradition accords him with a longer reign than eilther
Machunda or Rukonge. Hence the year 1780 is suggested as the
approximate time of Mihigo's installation as omukana.

The significant developments that introdueed such drastic
changes into Kerebe culture during his tenure can be symbolized
'ﬂ by a drum, a spear, and a.man/beast. The first object, a long,
cylindrical drum called the embegete, represents the least dis-

uptive change for the Kefebe; it was introduced by an-immigrant
égi:opie during Mihigo's reign. The second object, the endirima,
.~ was -a spear introduced by Suknma hunters to kill the‘formidable
elephant, an animai heretofore not hunted on a systematic'or'
organized basis. Butamile was the man/beast, a "creature" who
. terrorized the Kerebe for a number of years during Mihigo's time
and who persists as a personalized beast in the 1maginationsyof
the'younger Kerebe-in the’present century. Each of these symbols
reoresents an amorphous set of conditions that rapidly orans-
*formed Kerebe society Butamile personifies the increased.
1nsecurity and irrational death that stalked the Kerebe in an
iinexplicable manner in the nineteenth century. The spear repre-
fsents the search for ivory and for the Kerebe this. implied the
ijresence .of men, ldeas. and technology from the East African

coast whether introduced by Africans, Arabs or Europeans

Lastly, the drum 1s associated with the migration .of the. Nilotic-v

speaking Luo, a movement. that presaged both opportunities and
"r'difficulties Tor the people with whom they came in contact.
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Diffusion of & Drum

Although the Kerebe did not experienceqfirst’hand‘the
‘southward thrust of the Nilotic-speaking Luo'(called'Abagaya by .
the Kerebe) in the mid-eighteeuth century, numerous Bantu-
speaking people liuing along theoeastern'side of the lake were
either assimilated or forced to migrate to other districts.
Sometime after 1760 when the Luo entered the area south of

_Kavirondo Gulf from the north and wést, the Gusili, - Kuria
.and others were forced to migrate east and south.l,,This movement
~of people reverberated throughout the region and unrest continued
‘to'charaeterize'the region throughout the nineteenth century;
Masai railds in the late 1800s added yet another disruptive o
| dimension gilving further Impetus. to the people living east of
the lake to migrate.2 Numerous families and bands of people
sought a haven on Bukerebe during this period although Kerebe
traditlons are uninformative about their migrations.
" The immigrants to Bukerebe during Mihigo's time were Jita
(Kwaya) who began a sporadic flow of migration to the?relative
safety of the geographically isolated peninsula/island that
- continued during the 1800s. Traditions do not relate background
inform \ation about the early Jita migration but the embegete drum

P

: 1. B A Ogot, History of the Southern Luo, I (Nairobi,v
1967), 206-210. o

%

vk 2. D.'A. Low, "The Northern,Interior,~1840-84 " History of of
- East Africa, I, 301- 30%.- Traditions also place the responsibility
upon the Masal; however other: pastoralists may have been respon-
- 'sible, for example the Kuria or Tatoga. See '"Einem Beriehte des _
‘Ileutenants R. Meyer iiber seine Expedition nach Kavirondo, DKB, -~
v (November 15, 1893), 519 pa ST e e
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r

in thelr possession reveéls.contact“ﬁith Nilotic-speakers.l"It

is d;fficult to determine the probabls diffusion of this particu-

 lar drum since a reliable historical survej of musical instru-

ments in East Africa does not exist.2 The drum was not preéent

in thevsoutheast lake regidn when the Silanga-led contingent

~ arrived in the 1600s and it 1s certain that they did not bring

this drum with them, although they did introduce a drum of a
different shape that was used by the royal clan. The embegeté
was the first drum to appear in Bukerebe associated with hunting
and used to accompany dancing and siﬁging following a successful

hunt; singing had previously accompanied the festivities that

followed the killing.éf a large animal, but drums were absent.

The Shape of théaembegete is cggmonly found in Uganda{ indicat-
ing 1ts northern origins, and ‘it becomes less common the farther
one travels southward into Tanzania.3 It 1s probable thaf
Niioﬁic-speakers eithef possessed.the(drum when ﬁhey moved into
gastern Africa beforé 1500 or the& acqﬁired it at a very early
date from some other . source. |

- . .It is unknown how the drum was acquired by the Jita but

1. Gerald W. Hartwig, "The Historical'and~Socialqule of

" Kerebe Music," INR, 70 (1969), 4. o :

2, The only survey thus far attempted 1s from museum‘collec+

Avtions, and 18 concerned only with the distribution of musical

‘. ‘instruments; Bernard Ankermann, "Dle afrikanischen Musikinstru-

o 376, pl ., \8_4, fis; F-’ - O

mente," Ethnologisches Notizblatt, III, 1 (1901), 1<134.

3., A. Sherman and. L. AndersonggPDrums;oﬂ,Padhola,"'gg,‘XXI
(1967). Additional information can be found in Margaret Trowell o
and K. P. Wachsmann, Tribal Crafts of Uganda (London, 1953), . -

4 . e, TN A
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do with it since it ‘was exclusively used by Jita hunters following ‘
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the most likely course would have been for individual Iuo who
used the @Pum to have become a part of the Jita population either
through marriage or slaverz. An examination of the diffusion of
other musical instruments into Bukerebe around 1900 rereals that
to be adopted an instrument requires a thorough exposure to
the population by a master musician who immlgrates and settles
in the community. By charisma and musicianship the player
attracts others in the surrounding villages to participate in
his musical activity. Although a musician may have performed
as a resident for a decade or more, the only means to ilnsure that
the instrument would be assimilated by the inhabitants was for
the master‘to instruct a few permanent residents of the‘commuhity
in the art of his music. Providing the novices displayed the'
necessary qualifications of a successful musician, assimilation
took.placeé otherWise the musical innovation would simply pass
away, leaving no trace of 1ts existence.l

Although the Jita brought the drum with them 1nto

Bukerebe, it remained solely in their possession for at least a

,half century, the Sese ‘portion of the population had nothing to

a successful hunt for 1eopards or lions. But by the 1ate 18005

T .
the drum also came to be used within a game context, that is, a

’musical organization formed for the expressed purpose of enter-

tainment.2 Some Sese participated in this particular game (dance

;
&
! -

1. Hartwlg, "The Historical and Social Role of Kerebe Music,
51, 53

o = N e . -,_.:_nu ‘

2.’ Ibid., 44 footnote 8
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| organization) but 1t would .be misleading to state that the drum '

‘had been absorbed into the Sese musical 1ife because all singing.
- apparently mitigated against the dominant element of soclety

"sidered beneath them in socilal rank.

130 -

was in Kijita rather than Kisese. Language and social barriers

accepting an object brought into their midst by a people con-

The embegete's appearance on Bukerebe reveals the move-

ment of people who had found it expedient to relocate 1in an aliéa’“

community. Unrest, reflected by migration, did not abate;
instead, the restless movement of people within the eastern lake
district bounded by the lake on one side and the Masal steppe on
the other continuedﬂto:increase as the preSSﬁre on these small,
chiefless societies intensified. A serious consequence was that
this reglon attracted the aftention of slavers during the nine-

teenth century.

The Abagunda: The Elephant Hunters

The endirima (spear) does not represent warfare but
rather the instrument introduced to kill elephants in Bukerebe

that enabled the Kerebe to acquilre lvory destined for the inter-

'national ivory markets. The spear is approximately four feet _ o

- 4in length and being well weighted it could penetrate the hide

of the largest creature. The weapon and the necessary pro-

cedures for.using 1t to kill an elephantg wexze reportedly 1ntro-

“duced to the Kérebe by a group of hunters who entered the chief-V‘

:,dom while traeking a wounded animal they comprised the advanced . w3

LR
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‘wave of men whose gqal was to extract wealth from a region that
could be exchanged for tréde goods from the East African coast.

The Kerebe conside?ed specific weapons, hunting techni-
ques, 'and accompanyipg ritugl necessafy to hunt certain.larga'
‘animals. Organized groups of hunters previously existed to hunt
the hippopotamus and buffaiﬁ. The Kerebe did not hunt elephants
on.-an organized basis until a hunting organization had been intro-
duced,.and it is likely that a similar.situation eiisted in other
societies in the interior of East Africa. It is possible that
by tracing the growth of elephant hunting organizations consider-
able 1light may bercast upon the current problem of whether people
from the coast initlally opened up the western reglon, or con-
versely, whether people such as the Nyamwezi ventured eastward
to the coast to open'up the 1nterior.1 The Nyamwézi interest
in trade and ivory, fqr examplé, may have been ?elateé»tp the
westward‘movement of people into Unyamwezl from the major dis-
persal area of Usagara;:a process that predated 1800 by decades.2

The ancestors of the Hesere clan introduced the'téchniques
- for kiliing elephants 1n;o Bukerebe.dufing Mihigo's reign, pﬁe-

sumably’around’180“0.3 The origin of the hunters was Kanadi, a

‘ - ' o | e
@ 1. See Aylward Shorter, "The Kimbu," Tanzania Before 1900,

 106-107; Roberts; "The Nyamwezi," 125-126;" and Terence O. Ranger,
"The Movement of Ideas, 1850—1939,“ 167-168. ’ >

2. Shorter, "The Kimbu," 100; Roberts, "Introduction,"
Tanzania Before 1900, xi-xii. ‘

. o S & . - - " . s - o
3, Informants for theiAbggund%‘and‘their,activities include
Buyanza, Alipyo Mnyaga, Makeremu s/o,Manyanga‘and Bahitwa; only
. the latter claims that the Hesere arrived during Nago's relgn.. -
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‘ large, sparsely populatedheiftern Sukuma district, located“

approximately 135 miles southeast cf Bukerebe. According to
tradition the hunters inadvertantly found themselves within

‘Mihigo's chiefdom while on a hunting expedition. They described

the existence of men to the east who desired ivory and who
exchanged commodities such as beads for elephant tusks. Mihigo

was sufficiently impressed wilth the possibilities of exthanging

'ivory for trade goods to request the hunters to remain in Bukerebe

where they would form the nucleus of a hunting organization that

. his men could join. The hunters agreed to stay although they

asked permission to return to their home in Kanadl before

- settling in Bukerebe, allegedly to bring thelr families. Mihigo

granted them permission and eventually the founder of the Hesere

clan in Bukerebe returned to Mihigo and thereupon established

~residence in the chiefdom

The identity of the Hesere clan 1s not difficult to trace
in Kerebe traditions. While designated as Sukuma, the district

of Kanadl is situated far enocugh east to railse questions about

‘pwhether the Hesere may not have actually been representatives pf

a coastal hunting expedition Yet there is no evidence to sup-

port this possibility, rather, according to: Bahitwa, the Hesere

:Lhad originally migrated from the Buha dispersal center to the

'west.~ When and where the hunting scciety of which they were

{‘members had come into being remains a fundamental problem. It

was. definitely a Sukuma hunting assogiation bx_the time it

‘reached the Kerebe and even on Bukerebe it remained essentially'

'f;a Sukuma drganization until its demise late in the 18005.1 N
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The men on Bukerebe who Joined the elephant hunting Broup
were called Abagunda, giving a name to the adherents of a soclal
organization was the standard procedure for any group of men ‘who
Joined together for a common purpose. Membership was open to
any man who was interested in hunting elephants and many of the.
men from all clans, including the royal Silanga ‘clan, partici-
pated in the organization. Leadershlp of the Abagunda'Was~ '
retained by the Hesere clan because they apparently kept sole
possession'of the magical knowledge believed to be essential in
successfully killing an elephant. According to informants most
elephant hunting was done within the chiefdom, on the western
~.portion of the island where the topography, vegetation, and
~absence of population provided an 1deal home for elephants.
.ﬁarious caves in the region are still remembered ‘as camping sites_
for the hunters. |
The procedure for killing elephants remained the‘same'l
throughout the nineteenth century for the Kerebe Once a poten-
rtial victim was chosen the hunter with his spear would ascend a
tree under which the elephant was likely to pass. Other hunters
then moved into position and attempted to move the elephant or
- elephants under the tree in which the hunter: with the endirima
iwas posed to thrust the heavy spear down into “the shoulders of
the animal.~ Even ‘after wounding an animal the hunt was usually
Cfar from over, next came the tracking, stalking and, if fortunate,

the eventual killing of the animal

. o ¥

-

The prize of the hunt--the 1vory tusks—-was presented to
-the,omukama;ka_policy Instituted ByHthigolII.‘ In;some districts.

P
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of East Africa the chief claimed only a single tusk fronfaekiil,
but the Kerebe omukama reoeived both tusks. The successful
hunter, however, was well rewarded for his nrowess, usually’

il
receiving two head of cattle, and, following the presentation of

" tusks to the omukama, an extended period of“?easting ensued,

courtesy of the puler.’ The district in which the Kerebe

hunters'searched for théir game was restricted and the number of
kills in any glven year was certainly limited. A productive

group of hunters would have had to travel at least fifty miles

' to the east before approaching satisfactory hunting ground on the

- mainland and the Kerebe simply did not undertake such ambitlous

hunting expeditions.
" In the early 18008 caravans of Swahill and Arab traders
from the coast did not travel from one district tdx@he next in
\_’_’.,

search of ivory nor ‘did theitraders have thelr agents posted

"at strategic locations‘to collectyivory from hunters and chiefs

as they did later in the century. Mihigo found 1t necessary

at the outset to organize his own caravans of Kerebe porters to

-,_3take his 1vory to "Takama where 1t was usually exchanged -for,

beads among other things. Takama, unfortunately, is probably

not a place name but rather a Kisukuma word meaning south, the

, destination of the ivory seems to have been somewhere south of

h'Mwanza Gulf and may have ‘been exchanged with either Sukuma or ‘i

Nyamwezi middlemen.

- ~

T . L~

-

1. The Sukuma influence remained strong in the ritual of ,
. the hunters as evidenced in the, sing;ng of the group following a
nﬁ;Successful hunt--the ‘song texts remained in Kisukuma..v_, S

Al
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The movement of ivéry‘ﬁfom Bukerebe to Takama was by both
water and land. ‘Kerebe caﬁoes took 1vofy to Sﬁkuma chiefdoméy
where the Kerebe porters disembarked and procéeded to Takama. |
Mihigo's marriage alliances wilth two. Sukuma chiefdoms, Busukuma
on the shore of Speke Gulf and Burima on the eastern siide of |
Mwanza Gulf, indicate the probable route.1 As far as can be
determined, Mihigé was the first Kerebe omukama to establish
marriﬁge alliaﬁces Qith ény Sukuma chlefdom, and it'can bé
assumed that ié wés;done'to expedite his interests in moviné
ivory southward. The Sukuma chiefdoms in question were in a A
famillar area to the Kerebé since annual Joﬁrneys were made to

Buzinza tofaéquire hoeg and handles for hoés; Buzinza was located

t .0

on the western side of Mwanza Gulf with numerous Sukuma chiefdoms
on the eastern side. Had‘M1higo mOvedihis ivory any other
direction, he w;uld:prqbably have needed politicaihaiiianges
with‘people to his east'gnd southeast. None are remembered.v

Kerebe usually travelled or hunted during the dry season, June

~

through August, and this was also the time when 1lvory caravans

made‘théir_trips to the south. - | .,

@

1. Busukuma is used to describe the important trading chief-

‘dom in which the village of Kageyi yas located; Usukuma is used

to deseribe the country in which all of the Sukuma people live. .

. I am indebted to C. H. Holmes for this terminology.

T - . T PR — Lo
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The Impact of Long Distance Trade Upon
the Kerebe
The Kerebe most frequéntly obtained luxury items in

exchange for their ivory. Dark blue beads were the most prized
item. Beads together with cloth and copper used in bracelets
obtained later in the oentury were greatly desired by the upper
strata of soclety, particularly the royal -clan. The primary
function of the trade goods superficlally appears no more
important than providing prestige 1tems for the wealthy indivi—
duals. The advantage;of participating in the long distance trad-
1ng network seems meager within this context The intangible

1mportance of prestige goods 1s no doubt the primary 1ssue and -

it had unexpected consequences. Since the omukama monopolized

"and distributed trade goods, princes were more l}kely to revolt

in an effort to attain the royal office. As the princes and .

councilors came to expect a share of the trade goods as a right,

1t appears that the ‘abakama undermined their positions by

encouragling enfura (friends of the omukama) to act as unofficial

]

dependent on the omukama for their position and consequently

. were more likely to be 1oya1. The trade goods thus increased

S~

tensions within the royal clan and among others vying for royal

,,consideration.l

The introduction of new food crops was an important

&

_,vr', o . - . - . e

“1. Political fragmentation also occurred among the Pare when_

| .trading increased see Kimambo, "The Pare,~ 28.4
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immediate consequence for'the‘Kerebe.1 According to traditions
it was under Mihigo II that cassava, maize (corn) and new
varieties of sorghum and millet were first planted in Bukerebe.2
None of these food plants were brought by Arab or Swahili
traders. In each instance Kerebe porters who had taken ivory
southward returned with samples of different food to the omukama
A‘"who had each new crop planted near his residence to determineh
for himself its value when later harvested. Whether Mihigo
instructed his men to_ seek unfamiliar food crops ﬁor ideas) or
whether the porters were merely pleased with these new foods_and
returned with samples in hopes of pleasing Mihigo 1is a moot
- point. The significant fact is that the Kerebe exhibilted a
receptiveness to unfamiliar food crops and they demonstrated

considerable initiative in acquiring them. Whether a partlcular
plant ‘was eventually accepted and incorporated into the agri-
'cultural cycle depended upon other factors, not least of which
was the response of the omukama to the novelty. Though neither
| cassava nor malze, particularly the latter, replaced the earlier
‘varieties of sorghum and eluesine as the basic food they did

‘ provide viable options but some of the new varieties of millet '

'“~and sorghum were welcomed to the. degree that the-basic grain of

1750 was virtually replaced by 1875 with different varieties of

S sorghum.and millet.ﬁ,

~

.« 1. See Andrew Roberts, "Fhe Nineteensh Cenptury in. Zambia,"
AS ectssof Central African Histggx éd., T. 0. Ranger (London,_,
19585 5. . ‘ ; .

. 2 "See’ William 0. ' Jonesy. Manioc In Africa (Stanford, 1959),
232. .

oy ,"3‘ :
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¢70nce’thé Kerebe*beCame’involred in ting elephants for.
their tusks, they also became 1nrolved in porterage,.an extension‘
" of theilr earlier travel to Buzinza for hoes. The acquisition of
new food crops can be regarded as a baslic long term advantage
that evolved from the trade and it illustrates Kerebe 1nit1ative«
when opportunities appeared, theilr response was undoubtedly
characteristic within the region.

The politidal consequences of seemingly trivial 1uxury
goods upon the loyalties of the omukama's clansmen may have been
of the utmost 1mportance during the 18008 but in immediate
economic terms participation in the ivory trade had few posiltive
pesults. Diplomatically, however, the Kerebe now had added

‘incentive for fostering»formal‘relations with Sukuma chlefdoms

to the south with whom the Kerebe, in all likelihood, nad bartered
agricultural goods on a limited scale prier to Mihigo II's time.
Mihigo's response to the opportunities of participating in the

ivory trade suggests an enterprising leader.

. . Death Stalks the Kerebe "

The third symbol of Mihigo 8 reign is Butamile, the
_man/beast representing the negative aspects of Mihigo's reign.t
'The unrest and evil that Butamile connotes in Kerebe tradition
‘has become firmly entrenched in Kerebe socilety and "he" appears
as ‘a mythical symbol of death. While chrldren.on Bukerebe today

may never have heard of embegete or endirima, they are virtually

‘ ??‘certain to have a vagie conception of Butamile. ~:;,;i- p{ff-f E ~
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Butamile 18 usually;described as a humanlzed lion that

"~ stalked the Kerebe;dterrorizing people by pouncing on the top of

their huts and either forcing his way into the structures to
attack the occupants or springing on them as they fled from thelr
homes. He roamed-about~for years, malming and killing, before

he was eventually killed. The central portion of the island was
inhabited at the beginning of Mihigo's relgn but by the end of

1t the region was uninhabited and it reverted to bush. Reoccupa-~
tion did not begin untilbafter 1920, during which time evidence
of earlier occupation was found, namely grinding stones that had
been used by women in the preparation of millet. Informants such

as Bahitwa and Buyanza attribute the exodus from the central

portion of the chiefdom ‘to the harrassing. tactics -of Butamile.

They claim that some of the people moved to the lake shore while

* others left the chiefdom completely.

According to Buyanza, -the most knowledgeable Kerebe on

nineteenth century history, Butamile was the creation of Mihigo

himself. He was, in fact a member of the Silanga clan who had

_been- cursed by Mihigo and had "become a lion, "become" in the,

‘-sense that he was obligated to live. an isolated life in the bush o

'ilike an - animal. In- addition, he draped a 1ion skin over his

: shoulders and attached lion's claws to° his hands. As Butamile,

Lvthe man/beast, he was- instructed by Mihigo to strike families or .

f‘individuals alleged to be. troublesome within the chiefdom. 0nce4

;Butamile had successfully cleansed the,chiequm, Mihigo had him

-

hunted down and killed.

EE S P S - : a2 &
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Who or what Butamile actually was Cannot'be determineé}
he is all but a mythical creature today. Mihigo's involvement
is.also problematical. According to tradition, nothing could
occur in Bukerebe during Mihigo's reign that did not have the
ultimate sanction of‘the omukama, whether 1t was rain or drought,
1ife or death, 1t was always the affalr of the omukama. He
emerges as a "larger-than-life" leader, an omukama to whom
important developments and awesome powers are attributed
Consequently Mihigo's alleged responsibility for creating Buta-
mile in the first instance must be treated cautiously. It is a
different matter entirely to question the existence of Butamile;
his existence was real enough.. Whether, however, he was a
demented individual assuming a lion's character to_kill on his

own accord, or whether he was acting at the behest of Mihigo, or

\ it was in fact a man-eating lion, we may never know.

8

» A possible reason for Butamile's continued existence in
Kerebe traditions is that he represents a personalized ratlionale
for a very significant development within Kerebe society. This
development was the increasing number of deaths due to unfamiliap

diseases that occurred during Mihigo's tenure. 'The Violence

mrepresented by - Butamile's actions is therefore only a single
‘ facet of a much more complex situation. But as in the case of

the.man/beast,,Mihigo 1s'assigned eredit 1n traditions for intro-

ducing the silent4k111ers, such as cholera and small oox. The

vgxplanation given by informants 1s thap the omukama sought to

destroy his enemies within the chiefdom, consequently he appealedv

' to’the Tatoga for.the nécessary "medicine" to-destroy these-t;"’
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“‘people. . This request was. Supposedly granted by the Tatoga and

in this manner new dleeases were 1ntroduced'into Bukerebe.; :

» 4The devastation caused by new diseases could have been
staggering for Bukerebe and the entire region. Assuming that
societies in the interior of Easf Africa were relati?ely selff
contained beforé trading in ivory began, the disease'environment
‘'of the population would have been limited since-an 1solgted
humaﬁ communiéy very likely has a specilalized and diétinctive
disease environmer;&.t‘2 This condition in turn leaves the poﬁu-
lation extremely susceptible when alilen diseases appeared for
which the existing diséase environment provided no sourcé of

immunity--high death rates are the natural conséquences. Even

" later in the 18008 the interior of East Africa suffered im-

measurably from the ravages of cholera that were periodically
introduced by trading caravan8~from the coas‘c.3 Althqugh'disease

as an historical factor in eastern Africa has not yet received

‘more than passing attention by historians, primarily because

evidence 1is difficult to obtain, 1t 1s reasonable to assume that

t

1. Informants were not as consistent'in“fhéiffféépoﬁSes;as-'
to when dlgeases were introduced as they were on the introduction

N

' of .food crops; however, a part of this can be explained by the

lack of importance attached to diseases as killers. A new.

 'disease like cholera did not simply appear one day, rather 1t was
' present because the omukama introduced it. The disease was not -

. Socilety of Edinbirgh, 13 (1886), 7047 T

Vthg;serious~threat;to:lifei_the actual thréatlwas the omukama .

2. Philip D. Curtin, "Epidemiclogy and the Slave Trade,"

' Political Sclence Quarterly, LXXXIIT, 2 (June 1968)," 195.
Political Sclence Quarter’y \June . 195-

. 3. See James Christie;.Choleraﬁipidemibs‘;g East Africa
(London, 1876); also the comments by Robert W. Felkln, "Notes on

the Waganda Tribe of Central Africa," Proceedings of the Royal -
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the interilor population was severely affected by the introduction
. of diseases from the East African coast..

The Kerebe, when exposed to a new'disease, undoubtedly
experienced a high mortality rate given the .density of population
in favorable agricultural areas. The emigration of people from
Bukerebe under Mihigo may have been related more closely to
diseases than to the creature known as Butamile. It is con-
ceivable that the Kerebe actually experienced considerable
depopulation at this time primarily as a consequence of the
"opening-up" of the interior although Butamile 1s assigned this-
responsibility in traditions. There is little evidence that
‘deaths from diseases placed an unbearable stress upon the
Kerebe, rather it 1s incorporated unobtrusively into the lore
accompanying the name of Mihlgo II. He had allegedly intro-
duced dlseases for reasons best known to him, and therefore ‘the
matter is questioned no further. Disease .was generally regarded
as ‘a form of magical knowledge or medicine that could be mani-
pulated by powerful individuals. ~ Just as a ruler might seek
- power-. “to destroy life by introducing disease he might also )
expend considerably more energy 1n seeking power to control harm-:;
uful conditions since he was ultimately responsible for his com-
munity's welfare. Traditions accord Mihigo with both powers :
Jthough,he was the last Kerehe omukama to be.attributed with such

~

diverse abilities,

¢

& -

Ric

1. Tradition specifically associates only one infectious
disease to non-Afrlcans: syphilis is credited to. Arabs._
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The introduction of diseases into Bukerebe poses a

complicating question. Traditlion relates that Mihigo sent his
porters and ivory by canoce to Busukuma and Burima and the ivory
was transported southward from there. Food crops were also
returned from the south--Takama. On the other hand, Mihigo :
reportedly "acquired" cholera from the Tatoga who 1lived' to the
east.  Under normal circumstances 1t would be logical to assume
that diseases would be assoclated with the ivory trade to Takama -~
since Kerebe porters very likely returned;with infectious diseases
on occasion. Yet the eastern direction from which the dlseases
were acquired by Mihigo may in fact indicate that carriers of

' new diseases from the Indian Ocean coast had approached the
Victoria Nyanza from the east. It has been gssumed, that the Arabs
and éwahili arrived in the Unyanyembe'(Tabora)freéionwin
Unyamwezi before they arrived at the lake. Diseases assoclated
‘with the'east rather than the south'suggests'the possibility that
‘tradersffirst approached the lake bv crossing the Masal-steppe.
Traditions themselves do not nention traders coming from theAeast

- yet there is abundant evidence to indicate that this was the case

~h;v mid century 1 Indeed, Kerebe traditions are generally dis-

_ftorted to the extent that non-Kerebe receive little attention
-and are consequently soon deleted from oral historical accounts;

“Therefore the- traditions themselves cannot be relied upon to

X

R 1. Christie, Cholera Egidemics, pee the accompanying maP,
J. A. Grant, "Summary of Observations on the Geography.. JRGS,-
XLII (1872), 257-258; Hartwlg, "Bukerebe and the Church Missionary,
, Society," 212-213;_ Eunice A. Chacker, . Early Arab and: European :
- Contacts with Ukerewe, TNR, 68 (1968), 75-77 : ,

- e
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provide evidence about traders approaching from the east and the
disease factor may be the more reliable indicator that there was

trading activity in the vicinity of Bukerehe.early in the 1800s.
V 5 *

* * * * *

Mihigo II's relgn, estimated to have occurred between
ca. 1780 and ca. 1820, effectively bridged the apparently stable
era of the eighteenth century to the uncertain era of the nine-
teenth century. During his reign the southward migration of
Nilotic- speaking Luo was evidenced by the migration of Bantu-
speaking Jita from the east lake coast into Bukerebe. This

) migratory pressure had no apparent impact on Kerebe culture and
Mihigo no doubt welcomed the migrants. pThe.range of Kerebe =

-trading extended beyond the former limits determined by the need
for hoes when tusks ﬁere exchanged for trade goods. The.extent
»of Mihigo's involvement'in ivory acquisition outside of Bukerebe
is not discernible in traditions‘though it may have existed. His
son Machunda certainly developed or lnherited a"s&stem that
acquired tusks : from inhabitants along the eastern shore of the
lakq: “\‘Qﬁxﬁﬂp/ : - , .,J ,

S The ehhégete drum, the endirima spear and Butamile v
symbolize the long, eventful reign of - Mihigo II who, in tradi-
tions, was the most. powerful and therefore most successful Kerebe
omukama since Katobaha‘ The position of omukama neyer again

. « achieved the same. exalted 1eve1, heréaftbr the~men'who ruled lost

- some of their "control" over events in the eyes of their subjects.‘

As s "traditional" ruler. Mihigo II ranks supreme in the eyes of
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~ the Kerebe. Some say it'was he who "ereated" and manipulated
Butamile against troublesome people, 1t wes he who "brought" in
diseases .to perform a similar function, it was he ﬁho initiated
the ivory trade and "introduced" new food crops for his'people,'
it was he who welcomed new migrants 1nto the chiefdom and who
sired many sons thereby earning the:- deepest respect from his
family and people.

The.SEfebe entered the nineteenth century under the
pervasive authority of Mihigo, struggling to comprehend the
indiscriminant terror that was unleashed in their midst by the
'arrival'of diseases alien to them. While attributing the deaths
to Butamile and Mihigo, life was made more complex but nonethe-
less comprehensible. So iong as a strong omukama held office

the old order and rationale assoclated with it remalned in tact.



Chapter VI
AN INTERLUDE OF UNREST

Against‘albackground of excess rainfall and severe
gdrought,‘tenpered by a cessation iIn the need to.imbort hoe
handles, the Kerebe witnessed a procession of abakama who ruled
for short periods of time between approximately 1820 and 1840.

Two of the rulers died while in office; two_others were deposed;
the fifth man survived a depcsition attempt and thereafter pro- .
ceeded to rebuild a strong political base for his office. The
Sllanga dynast§ during_this period of upheaval apparentlynlost
l—its ahility to provide'the'demanding leadership requisite to
g maintain control of events. The oolitical'crisis.of Bukerebe is
attributed in %tradition to natural phenomenon such as drought,
‘h~‘and ‘to the unusual ambition of a man, from the nonroyal Sita clan
who, very likely, sought to replace the Silanga dynasty with a
1"member of his own clan., These years of political uncertainty
acannot be fully understood without examining the social develop-iy
',fments which, it is- argued, altered the foundations of Kerebe o
k‘attitudes toward death. It was during these politically turbu—_

ﬁgg«lent years that sorcery as it is presently knewn became prevalent

in the chiefdom. During Mihigo II's reign the omukama himself

e R B
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was assumed to be maglcally responsible for diseases and the .
resulbing deaths. But during this peribd of political instabllity .
following Mihigo's death the omukama was no longer attributqg
with these powers; the Kerebe then attributéd death to other
agents, frequently someone within a village--which often as not
meant someone within a pers;n's extended family.l

The period of politicalAand social unrest must»also be
placed within the broader perspective of Kerebe particiyation in
the long distance ivory trade and the diseases 1ntrodﬁ;ed by

LY

tradersvand caravans, as only within this context can the events
in Buke;ebe_be~understood. Tradition atypically credits an odt-k
~side agenf with introducing change in soclety, but‘ih the cases
of disease and sorcery the Kerebe inevitabl§ associate them with
specific neighboring peoples, although the Kerebe fhemselves
"prought" each in after first requesting someone for it. Inno-
Qatibnsrcould.nétrenter the chiefdom on thelr own accofd; the
1ntroduc§ion of new or altereduthingé, whether tangible or
‘intangible, is associated wilth a particular time, event and per-
sonsa‘*Although.immediate«neighbors;‘esQecially)the Tatogg,‘Jitao'

_and Zinza, are associated with the marked changes ofithéifwor‘

.. 1. Tradition is limited concerning the evolution of sorcery .
in Bukerebe, but it 1s sufficiently pervasive to warrant serilous
consideration since the social ramifications -of sSorcery are -
notoriously broad. Buyanza provided the most extensive infor- -
mation about sorcery and initlally drew my attention tqQ.it. -
. Bahitwa provided complementary information although his infor-

. mation differed as to the time of intreduction; wionetheless the.
times of the two men fall within the general period of 1820-1840
under consilderation. Kaliga s/o Lwambali collaborated the data .
. on-sorcery of Buyangza and Bahitwa; he reported that 1t was intro-

 duced  during Machunda's reign, the last of the flve abakama .- )

_considered inm this chapter. . - - - e
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decades under examinétion, available evidence-suggesté’that some
of thevconditions promoting unrest emanated from the coast of
'theﬁIndian Ocean rather t?an the 1mmediaté»vicinity of'the Kerebe,
in part;cular the diseaéés that acéoﬁhtéa for dééthé ih a manner
1ittle understood by the Kerebe. Internal and external influences
during this périod of unrest on Bukerebe contributed to profqund

changes in society and it is these influences that must be con-

sidered to fully understandiﬁevelépmenté that ensue.

Ecologlcal Changes

Traditions assert that profound ecologicai alterétions

in the vicinity of Bukerebe occurred in the first two or three
depades of the.nineteeﬁth century. The forestation'of the island
" 48 one such change. Traditions emphatically contend;thét.hoe
fhaﬁdles were a 8carce commodiﬁy during Mihigo II's reign, so
'scérce that they were co§fiscatéd from & debtor when he became
delinqﬁénﬁiin his obligations. Sometime before mid-century ﬁoe
. handies»ceésed;tq be a scarce commodity and the Kerebe no longer
imgoftpd them. Infdfhanfs'(intefpretatidn 6f ﬁﬁiéwdévé;bpméﬁﬁ*
_dis thht an\ngéﬁcg of;sgarcity,of particular'sﬁecies:éfitpees
made the handles valﬁéﬁie whereas the pfesence‘of‘?rées:madé~fhem'
Nlegsiyéluablé&‘"Bahitwais_éxplanaﬁidn ié'mést ingehious;3 |

vDuring Mihigo's time there were no treésj‘beoéle‘weﬁt
, to cut their hoe handles &t_Nassa, Rwondo, Kome and
.« .. Mesome /Usukuma and Buzinza/. Ifysomebne had a debt and

he did not pay it back, the lender took the debtor's hoe

handle to settle the debt. This means that there were. .
. no trees anywhere in Bukerebe, even at Ilangala /Ehis is

now a densely wooded portion of the island/. Trees . - - '
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started growing after locusts invaded the chiefdom
_because seeds of trees were in the excrement of the
locusts and the seeds grew. The locusts. came from the
north. After thelr appearance in Mihigo's time, thére .
was no longer trouble with hoe handles.

Bahitwa alone attributed the solution of the hoe handle
shortage to locusts. IT is also noteworthy that no one attril-
buted this derelopment directly to Mihigo II. While the eastern
end of the island is well stocked with trees today, many of
these are frult trees, such as mango trees, and were planted

within the past elghty years. On the other hand, the western

_ end of the i1sland was well wooded at the turn of the presént

century,1 and it may be that a particular specie of vegetation
was absent around'lBOO, or, as Buyanza explained it, there may
have been too many people about during Mihigo's time, hence the
shortage. Regardless of the actual cause-effect circumstances,
hoe handles were in short supply and therefore highly desired
around 1800 but within a generation a balance between supply and
demand‘developed. Thislwasra positire change during the years of
- political instability althongh depopulation may have been a .
relevant factor in accounting for the balance. | )
' The political atmosphere -may have been as adversely
"influenced by an over “abundance of rain as by’ drought, both of
’ which occurred during the period under consideration, accordingc
: to Bahitwa, and would have had more immediate 1mpact than

forestation Bahitwa contended that between approximately 1825

* and 1830 during the brief reign of Ruhinda* th&.level of the

1. Hurel, "Religion et. vie domeetique," 62.,'k,_
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lake rose significantly thus ¢reating numerous islands. Bukerebe
as well as.Kome, off the Buzlnza coast, became islands“at this

- time. The increase in the water level did not have to be great a

_to create the island of Bukerebe. It was no easy task forj‘r

‘§tan1ey to manipulate his small boat through Rugezl channel in
1875 1illustrating that Bukerebe was an iSland, but onlyfin '

technical terms.>

A drop in the lake ‘level would have rendered
Bukerebe a peninsula during the 1870s; the lake level has varied
up to one and a half meters over a ten year period in the |
twentleth century.2 Bahitwa contended, however, that a major
rise in the lake level occurred, one that prevented peoole from
"walking," or wading, to Bukara. His 1nformation complements a
Sukuma tradition that refers to a time when Mwanza Gulf did not
exist (or a major portion of 1t).3 When the Sukuma and Bahitwa's
traditions are compared it becomes reasonably well established

.that a significant increase in the water level occurred at some
time in the 18003. Whether Bahitwa s association of the event
with Ruhinda in the 1820s 1s correct is another matter. An

- occurrence of this nature would have forced people living along

the shore to move inland and may have had ramifications in the

political sphere suggesting to the Kerebe that the omukama could

R Stanley, Through the Dark . Continent, I, 194 ‘"ostafrika
und Kamerun," Bd. I, Das Deutsche Kolonialreich ed. Hans Meyer -
(Leipzig, 1909), 285.

~

3. Vicariats de Mwanza et de Maswa,‘"Table d'enquétes sur
.. 1les. moeurs et -coutumes indigenes--Tribu des Basukuma," n. d.,
’ Archives of the White Fathers, Rome. = . _
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not control events.

The Era of Short Tenures

Four abakama were selected in the 1820s‘and 308 and each
ruled for a relatively short time because of his inability to
control their environment: two may have been killed by diseases
and two others could not satisfactorily consrol the rainfall.
Following Mihigo II's death in ca. 1820, his son ketobaha IIX
reigned briefly as hls successor. Katobaha diled in office 1n
the 18208 and his son Golita waslin turn selected omukama by the
Sita.  Golita died in office after a short time without eligible
issue so his brother Ruhinda succeeded him. Ruhinda was deposed
a short time later by the Sita for failure to stop the heavy
‘rainfall, according to Behitwa, and ﬁe fled to Bukara and then
on to Bururi. The. Sita ignored Katobaha III's descendants, ;
assuming that any remained, and made their selection from among
the sons of Mihigo.II. They chose Ibanda only to depose him

also after;azfew years because of an exceedingly severe drought. ,
The next omukama, the fifth in less than twenty years, was
Maehunda, another ‘'son of Mihigo II. The Sita had checked twice
on Machunda's\;height" or maturity while he lived in exile, as
-:mentioned in the preceding chapter, hence it 1s assumed that he
was in his teens wheh installed and must also have been one of
the last born of Mihigo II's sons. 4

[y

The four abakama who reigned prior to Machunda may have

‘had eh average reign 6f about four years, of-the four men, Ibanda~“

~
-




and possibly Katobaha IIT ruled for longer periods than Golita
and Ruhinda, based on the fact that so little 1is recorded in
traditions about the latter two men. Only Bahitwa associated any
significant events with Katobaha III addvRuhinda. He related the -
advent of sorcery to Katobaha III's reign and the formation of
islands to Ruhinda's time. Buyanza, by contrast, associated very
little with the three abakama who succeeded Mihigo II; he did
not know the tradition about the formation of islands,.however,
Vand assoclated the commencement of sorcery with lbanda whotruled
about ten years after Katobaha III. Nume;ous informants, on the
other hand, referred to Ibanda's attempt to return the exiledij
Ruhinda from Bururl. Whatever Ibanda's reason was for this

maneuver Ruhinda feared to face his uncle and therefore Jumped
| out of the canoe that was bringing him back to Bukerebe and
drowned.l 7

Ibanda's tenure as:omukama was by no means a.pleasant‘

oﬁé; The powerful Sita were extremely‘distnrbed about a very
setere drought“that Ibandalwas unable to end. Ibanda is remem-

bered by the Kerebe as Omukama Chomxa because of widespread
'starvation. Stalks of banana plants as well as roots of other I
shrubs and plants were utilized as food Children born during
'::the extended drought, which lasted for more than one year,_were
| named after the various "hunger foods. The intensity of :the

suffering ‘made a deep 1mpression upon the survivors who spoke of o

“

e,

1. Buyanza regards Ruhinda's action as suicide. The 1ncident,
is also referred to as suicide in "Historia ya Ukerewe,V Cory
Papers Now290. - - ™. S T -

4
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their ordeal with such fervor that theilr descendants, three to
four generations ‘removed, recall Ibanda's drought as the most
severe of-thnt century.

Machunda, acoonpanied by his uncle as well as a brother‘
and a sister, went into exile shortly after the beginning of the
drought reflecting Ibanda's insecurity. There was talk that o
Machunda was "causing" the absence of rain and his uncle there- -
fore apparently decided that exlle was.the only solution to pro- -
tect his nephew's chances -of ever becoming omukame. The Sita i
were also in an awkward predicament. They had selected four -
1eaders within a decade and, although their power undoubtedly
A,increased by this development, they were unsuccessful in select-
'ing a ruler capable of resolving‘the increasing difficulties
exﬁerienced by the Kerebe. Chief emong these problems was the
continued presence of diseases such as small pox and cholera. 2
Ibanda, according to Buyanza, did his best to alleviate the'
suffering by seeking "medilcine" from both the Jita and Zinza to

counteract the killers.

-

_ Machunda's Ascendency to Power . . °

. ‘ ’ } o L
Ibanda%no less than any other Kerebe ruler was aware

' that his days were limited as omukama as long as the drought

%

- 1. "Historia ya Ukerewe," Teacher Traiping College, '

- Murutunguru, Ukerewe. This 1s a gixte¥n page: cyclostyled manu~-.
script that was prepared for the use of primary school teachers 3
by the staff of the Teacher Training College.. It 1s based on
;4Aniceti Kitereza'sennpublished accountsof Kerebe history

T




154
continued. The duration of the drought before Ibanda's deposi-
tion indicates that he employed every means at his disposal to
retain his position as omukama. Although traditions preserve
only the exile of Machunda, Ibanda had probably taken the pre- ¢
caution of'ridding the chliefdom of potential rivals to his
position. The Sita patiently- endured before commencing intrigues
to locate and eventually return the exiled Machunda to Bukerebel
@iven the inability of Ibanda to produce rain, they had 1little
choice:“”Time and suffering gave them the upper hand in relation
to Ibanda who continually lost support in spite of his efforts.

Machunda's place of refuge among the pastoral Tatoga was

- most ynusual. Exlled Kerebe princes even at this time were
certainly no novelty in this region of the lake although in the
latter part of~the l800s it seemed to be common for brothers of -

"~ the omukama=to leave the chiefdom. Princes usually cast their
‘1ot wlth one of the Sukuma chiefdoms along the lake shore, chief-
doms such as Nassa, Busukuma, and Mwanza while a few went north-.
'ward to find solace among the Jita or others farther north. A |
prince 8 country of exile probably depended upon his mother's

+

family, for example if members of her clan were found in g o~

I

-particular area, such as Bururi, Majita.or Nassa, then he could

“conceivably seek a home there. Machunda instead went to 1ive

Shie | et

N with the pastoral Tatoga and yet his mother's clan was Yango, a
A,group with no apparent relationship on the male side with the

~

- Tatoga. 5

- N -f"‘ . -

According to Buyanza, Machunda established a lasting

friendship wlth these people even«though he encountered some

&
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@ifficulties while living with them. Although the.duration of
Machunda's exlle probably did not exceed two or three years, .

during this time a brother who had accompanied him was allegedly
killed by the Tatoga and his sister ‘dled shortly thereafter.

The Tatoga assumed that Machunda, since he'was a lad in his teens,
would be circumcized and thus becomeione of them. -But‘Mugangi,
Machunda's uncle, refused to grant permission as this would dis-
qualify his nephew from becoming an omukama, an option that. he . :
wanted to keep open. Consequently Mugangi offered to submit him- ~§
self to the rite in place of his nephew. Thils was accepted by T
the Tatoga )

The Sita could not overthrow Ibanda without thoroughly
preparing for his succesSOr}s assumption of authority.ﬂ Simply
killing an undesirable ruler was not possibie. To kill a member
of the royal family was to invite disaster to the participants
'The ‘mastermind behind the Sita conspiracy was Chehaga, guardian

of enzu ya menzi, the store- house of the ruler's most powerful

magical and ritual possessions including his predecessor' s..-head.
It wasg Chehaga who had dispatched messengers on two ocecasions tq
visit Machunda among “the Tatoga. Machdnda was secretly returhed
-on the second Journey S0 that he could step into the position
"when it was declared vacant at an auspicious time. Once Machunda
- was. available Chehaga then had to remove Ibanda from the palace
1area 80’ that he would be vulnerable. This was accomplished by -

' arranging for an elaborate hunt in which Ipanda was enthusi—

astically encouraged to. participate Ibanda agreed to accompany

the hunters and on~the secohd day*of the hunt the coup d' etat

"4
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took place. The hunters heard the sound of the chiefdom's
symbolic drum, matwigacharo, at Bukindo, the royal residence, and‘~'
they informed Ibanda that a new omukama had taken possessaion of

the vacated royalresidence.l

~ Ibanda made a futile attempt to
arouse support for his cause but his inability to end the drought
had convinced the vast maJority of Kerebe that he wasg an inade-
quate *uler. He and a few followers were quite easlly sent on ‘
their way to seek a life outside Bukerebe. Ibands, temporarily
powerless, sought refuge first in Mwanza cniefdom and later in |
Buzinza. He returned to the island by the’l850s and subsequently
established a rival chiefdom on the'West*end of Bukerebe wnere.ne
. caused Machunda considerable‘trouble. It is estimated that his
deposition occurred in the mid-1830s. ‘ '
Machunda's ascendency to authority was marked by an end

of the drought; nonetheless his right to remain 1n office was
quickly challenged by Chehaga, the powerful”Sita Ieader who‘be-
came disenchanted with'his‘clan's most.recent choice of omukama.

' Chehaga charged that Machunda "had lived anong the Kangara _
(Tatoga) too long and when eating he licked his fingers," which
was considered poor etiquette by the Kerebe 2 ‘Chehaga and other

’elders were sufficiently dissatisfied Tor some reason to attempt

their third deposition of an incumbent within. two decades Oral

: ordin uyanza ' ,
. with Machunda and assisted, at least by their’ presence,
placing him in power.

“in
- i . .
2. Buyanza, who provided this tradition concerning Chehaga
and Machunda, was unable to provide any more . basic cause for

Chehagals desire to depose Machunda s [T
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traditions arehobscure in regard to Chehaga's motives in this
attempt to dephse Machunda, but- one cannet discount the possibil-
ity that Chehaga himself was ambitious to assume the position of
omukama.1 Whatever his motlives, Chehaga seriously miscalculated
his strength in relation to that of Machunda. Any deposition
required snbstantial support or at least neutrality from the
populace to achieve success. In this case the incumbent had
powerful uncles who in turn had Kwaya (Jita) alliles. The .
tables were turned on Chehaga who was forced to flee to Bﬁzinza;

a beaten man. Having survived this threat to his positlon,

 Machunda went on to reign for approximately*thirty—five years,
until the late 1860s .

The relationship of the Sita. clan vis-a vis the royal
Silanga clan appears to have been impaired by the series of
1events between Mihigo II's death and Chehaga's unsuccessful
attempt to depose Machunda. The two abakama 8 deaths while 1n
office and the overthrow of two rulers had made the Kerebe
extremely aware of the Sita's political prerogatives even 1f

N

unsettled climatic and health conditions were fundamental causes

for their actions Once Machunda had triumphed over Chehaga,’the

‘Silanga were no longer. seriously c¢oricerned by any further threat

I S ST T

, from this quarter, primarily because both Machunda and his son

.and‘successor, Rukonge, had long reigns. In 1895 the colonial . @

e

- 1. Kaliga s/o Lwambali, a Sita 1nformant, unabashedly claimed
that Chehaga wanted the position .for himself’. Buyanza, in inter-
views six weeks apart, initilally stated that Chehaga wanted the
position himself and then later asserted that he wanted to
_ replace Machunda with the. exiied Ibanda.- :

4
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authorities undermined completely the prerogatives of the Sita

clan in selecting a successor to Rukonge.

Sorcery as a Socilal Phenomenon

"Before Ibanda became omukama the Kerebe died natural

deaths; during and after Ibanda's time people died because they

were killed by someone. nl

This statement by Buyanza discloses a
profound change within Kerebe societyw In essence it purports
that during Ibanda's reign, sorcery, as it i1s practiced . and
recognized in the twentieth -century, suddenly<emerged.' Bahltwa
verified Buyanza's tradition by two different means. During an
interview in 1968 he stated that sorcery, cbulogil, commenced '
while Katobaha III reigned the successor to the powerful Mihigo

II, consequently placing the beginning of sorcery about a decade -

" earlier than Buyanza.- Years before the ‘author's interview - -

Bahitwa had dictated historical traditions to a pupil that were
transcribed, and among-those recorded traditions he made the
following observation-

After some time whole clans went away, they disappeared
_from this country._ People started moving away when.

"Katobaha mbaliro Zﬁatobaha III/ was Tuling and 10 one”
was around when Golita started ruling. Gabriel Ruhumbika

1. Buyanza first drew my attention to the evolution of
sorcery on Bukerebe with this statement., Kaliga associated the _
cﬁmmencement of sorcery with Machunda. ™ ° . o R
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[’907-19};7 started to rule the country properly again.
The 1mp11cation of this statement is.- that people guffered severe
harrassment from. an undisclosed source and depopulation subse-
‘quently nccurred.v‘There 1s a striking coincidence between the
traditions of "misrule" attributed by Bahitwa to the abakama of
this pefiod and the spread of new diseases together withtpoli-
tical instability after Mihigo's death. -
Sorcery as a socilal phencmengn within contgmporary .
African societies has received gonsiderable attention from social
scientists. John Middleton and E. Ho Winter define a s&réerer
as someone‘who is thought to practice evil magic against
others;g although the intentiongi use of polson by the»Kerebe-
,'cannot be simply cdassified as evil maglc. It 18‘3Enera11y i
agreed, according to R. Willis, that sorcery accusatinnsnafe'an
function of misfortune and of personal relations. Interpefsdnal
accusations are 1n1tiated by such events as sickness or,degth;,
or-loss of crops or livestock, and occur between peers 1n

situations of sexual or status rivalry 3 M. G. Marwick also

1. Bahitwa 8/0 Lugambage, "Kerebe Manuscripts from ‘Nansio,
Ukerewe," Book A2, 18-19 (microfilm, University College Library,
Dear es Salaaﬁ). Bahitwa ‘dictated a considerable amount of
historical information and as far as 1s known none of " the
material was publishéd. Bahitwa retains his’ traditions in

- numerous notebooks but he permitted a copy of them to be made
which were subsequently microfilmed by -the Unlversilty Iibrary.

2. John Middleton and E. H. Winter (eds ), w1tchcraft and
cegx in East Africa (London, 1963), &. : *

3. R. Willis, "Kamcape: - an Anti- Sorcery Movement,f Africa,
¥ 38 1 (2968), 9. w0 e e . : e

4
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states that sorcerers do not attack strangersll
Historians'have not as yet attempted to establish an
historical perspective for the role of sorcery wiéhih a glven
social setting. Rather, as T. O. Ranéer-asserts, they are con-
cerned ébout the uée,<or ébuse, of_sorceryﬂhylAfricanwleadera:
"The nineteenth century in Tanzania was a period in which in-
'oecurity and fear produced a widespread increase of witchceraft
... Dbelief which was often exploited by chiefs and other ledders to
obtain slaves, or servants."2 He notes that efforts to reinte-
grate society and dispel the fear causing witeheraft frequently '
took the form of religious movements. Ranger's statemenﬁ“ouper-
ficially describes the situatlon on Bukerebe around~1850. But .
the 1mportant issue 1s surely what encouraged the 1nsecur1ty and
fear that led to sorcery in the first place. The exploitation ’
of sorcery b& chiefs referred to by Ranger is a'controversial
assertion. How many leaders were able to remain aloof. from the
game fears and thereby take advantage. of their people must be

determined before the extent of exploitation can be assessed.-

_Sorcery invhistory

John\Beattie, a socilal anthropologist, collected data :

on sorcery 1n Bunyoro which are particularly valuable since the

i 1. M. G. Marwick, Sorcegx 1n Its Social Setting (Manchestef%*

; 2., Ranger, "The Movement of Ideas," 169

P
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Nyoro and Kerebe share numerous cultural features within the
interlacustrine‘culturercomplex. The Nyoro mbandwa.cult of
spirit possession has existed for an extensive perilod of time, -
but in 1ts earlier phase the cult was not assocliated with sorcery,
revealing an historical‘occurrence‘similarmto,thatlmhichmocgurxadﬂ,.
in Bukerebe when Buyanza asserted that natural deaths were the
expected thing before but not after Ibanda.l "In both the Nyoro
"and Kerebe cases disruptive internal social conditions apparently
altered to give rise to a new set of expectancies and behavior in
which a complex system of magical and quasi-maglcal practices and
beliefs evolved to permilt comprehension of the phenomena.2

. A fundamental characteristic of sorcery is its situational
naturé; it only comes into play.when things go wrong.3 But this
should not beuinterpreted to mean that victims of . sorcery in .the
twentleth century experience similar stresses to their predeces-
sors of the 18008vand therefore manifest similar patterns of
response Kerebe traditions on the development of sorcery
refute this type of assumption; they remind one that conditions

alter through the centuries and man's responses alter as well.
A N [

uncertainty is illustrative - The records reveal that during the

thirteenth century, when appeals for Church reform developed the ,

v . John Beattie, "Sorcery in Bunyoro," Witchcraft‘and
' - Sorcery in East Africa, bo. .

It

. ." & 2. Ibid., 50. S .
3. Ibid., 52. .

TS .. g e i -
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beginning of the Inquisition "with its tribunals, police, spiles,
1nformers and torture" encouraged accusations of witcheraft.
Again the bubohic plague- or Black Death scourged Earope in the
fourteenth century. Mortality was extremely high, killing per-
haps as much as one third of Europe's population in its first
three years while periodically appearing to ki1ll again and again
and records of witchcraft charges are abundant during this era.
Bellef in witcheraft by Europeans gradually declined during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; conditions that had fos-
tered its rise——wars, epidemics,Ahigh infant mortality, general
social and religlous unrest-—gave way to improved oonditions and
additional knowledge that in turn provided increased understand-
ing for sickness and death.1 |

Europe's experience and reaction to the devastation of
bubonic plague in the fourteenth century no doubt approximates
ﬁhaﬁ‘occurfed in thelinterior'of eastern Africa when alien dis-
eases were introduced in the 1ape.17005 and early 1800s. Neilther
peoples understood the cause or transmission'of,disease alfhough )
a certain level of knowledge existed to insure a satisfactory
adapﬁation to-existing_dieeasee., Neither community accepted a -
spiritual explanation for the ravaging intruder; rather, both
: communities aseigned the responsibility for causing the |
unreasonable" deaths to people within their midst although the

scapegoat varied considerably for the two communities.

Rod "t ] % . - ‘ .
1. Geoffrey Parrinder, Witeheraft: European and African
(London, 1958), 20_21, 104- 1—""‘"‘—05 , .

ot = =
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Witchcraft in both cases evolved out of backgrounds that led to
their own pecullar forms and development. | ' .
~ The.periodical apéearaneé and evolutlonary aspect of
witcheraft ahd sorcery 1mp11es that what is practiced on Bukerebe-
or in Africa in the twentieth century i1s not necessarlly the same
as 1t was a century before and even less similar to what existed
two centurles before when condltions were considerably different.
Just as political institutions evolve through time, so also do -
soclal 1nsp1tutions;1 Just as signifiéant is the realilzation
that sorcery and witchcraft in East Africa varies from soclety

to society.e

Kerebe Traditions Concerning the Origins of Sorcery

A contemporary examination of sgrcery3 among the Kerebe
has yét to be undertaken.  The information diécussed bélow‘
examines Kerebe sorcery only to the extent that it sheds light

upoﬁ its deveibpment in the ninepeénth century. Buyanza's

- . 1... Martin.Southwold argues as a social scientist that custom .. .
and history are basically incompatible because the former alters
with conditions thus to describe a custom as a static pheriomenon

“tends to distort its historical deVelo?mgnt: " "Phe History of a

‘History: ' Royal Succession in Buganda, ' History and Soclal
Anthropology, ed., I. M. Lewis (London, 1968), 136-137.

-:x-f”2QfaRefethé‘the'nine.differéntfstudies'in‘MiddietOp.énd;
Winter, Witchcraft and‘Soppery in-East-Africa. .. .. ,

. 3. In common with Beattlie's findings among the Nyoro, the
-Kerebe do not concern themselves to anytgreat extent about witch-
_eraft, that 1is, a situation in which x causes the death of y
- unintentionally in contrast to sorcery in which x causes. the
'death of -y intentionally.. . See

“Sorcery dn Bunyoro," 29-30. . .-

1
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assertion that "natural deaths" occurred before Ibanda's rule
nill be analyzedras thoroughly as the evidence permits. Oral.
traditions havé a tendency to distort the past to the extent of
focusing on a single aspect of a complex situation which in the
case of sorcery goes to the point of claiming that now it exists,
earlier 1t did‘not. The issue at hand is to determine the
historical conditions that prompted Buyanza's statement concern-
ing the commencement of sorcery and then to suggest the develop-
ment of sorcery on Bukerebe. | |

Bahlitwa and Buyanza hold two strikingly different tradi—
tions concerning the commencement of sorcery among the Kerebe.
Bahitwa associated sorcery with the immigration of three clans-
into the chiefdom during the reign of Katobsha III, possibly in
the early 1820s. ‘Phese clans were composed of abalogi (wizards)
and 1t was to their secretive activities that the deaths of so
many people are attributed.hy Bahitwa. ‘khoW1edge'of sorcery
spread from these three sources through inter-marriage Rukonge
(ca. 1869-1895) finally attempted to eradicate sorcery by sys-

‘tematically killing members of these three clans. This drastic

~ action did not prevent the reoccurrence of sorcery because, '“J,M”m;i;

Bahitwa'explained,‘femaie members of the clan who were married
- weve not k1118d and ‘they passed the knowledgefonrtoltheirh :
| chiidreniand in some’caseS’to their husbands,‘thus”spreading‘it
into other clans. | | '

" Buyanza, however, regarded the three clans destroyed by

Rukonge merely as being riddled with abalogi and they received

-,their due: reward, but they did not introduce sorcery ' Buyanza
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belleved that poisoning, that is, the insertion‘of poisonous

substances into food or drink, was introduced by a Jita woman 1n

Ibanda's time who inadvertantly used a deadly herb or root in a

.man's food. The purpose of the "medicine" was to rekindle the

- husband's love for his wife, but it unfortunately killed him.

deanza maintained that people learned about substances that

could

be used secretly to kill an individual from this accident. Prior -

to this case of poisoning, Buyanza's traditions disclose that 1f

hatred between men reached a crisis a fight would ensue with

spears or bows and arrows; deaths resulting from these incidences

would then be revenged or resolved by legal proceedings before

the omukama It is noteworthy that Buyanza did not portray an

idyllic picture for the "pre sorcery" era, however he did not

suggest how women may have resolved their conflicts.

The omufumu (medicine man). continues to assume a'vital

~ role in contemporary sorcery cases; he or she determines, among

other things, who' was responsible for causing a particular dis-

ease or mishap to a vietim and then designates the omulogil who

has practiced sorcery, that 1s, caused the misfortune.l This

t

function,~according to- Buyanza, was first- added to the~omufumuf”~w~w~~

- responsibilities ‘during. Ibanda's time. The event that precip

~

i~

tated this development, actually a legal crisis for Ibanda, was"

S

the lake when a crocodile grasped and drowned him. A dispute

%

o - . - g -

e

-~ 1. PFor comparative data see J. H. Scherer, "The Ha of
Tanganyika,' Anthrogos, 54 (1959), 897-898

‘ E

o the death of a member of the Sita clan who had been bathing in
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arose within the Sita clan because one of the victim's brothers -
was suspected‘of having "sent" the crocodile to kill his kinsman.
The case eventually appeared before Ibanda for resolution.
Rather than nake a deciSion himself to determine who was respon-
sible for "magically" sending the crocodile to kill the victim,
the omukama abdilcated this duty and reéolved the dispute by
sending to Buzinza for a renowned omufumu having the ability to
determine a guilty party by reading the 1ntestines of a chicken. )
The speclalist performed his task by designating the guilty
party who was subsequently executed by the omukama. This was
apparently the first occasion in which the omukama resorted to

this procedure for resolving a legal case. Buyanza claimed that

the Kerebe hencefofth utilized the abafumu (pl.) to assist in

v

determining who was responsible for misfortunes; the omukama,

Buyanza claimed, believed this to be a sound procedure.

Buyanza assnmed that the function of the abafumurto'
determine who causes misfortune and the-introduction of poison4v
ing is sufficient evidence to prove that sorcery "began" under .

Ibanda.ﬁ His'assumption is significant and, although nelther

port their contentions, they were all 1n baslec agreement on the
~ .

vital 1ssue that sorcery as 1t is now understood began sometime

between 1820 and‘1840..,Further evidence to substantiate these

traditions 1s also discernible.
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The Participants in Soroery‘Cases

..~ An examination of the'alleged'deeds, powers, andiroles
of three categories of specialists involved 1in sorcery reveals
a probable hierarchical evolutlion of functilons that lends
significant support to oral traditions.

Two characters most commonly assoclated with sorcery in
Bukerebe are the omulogi (wizard) and the omufumu (medicine man) .
The latter is a healer and/or diviner while the former 1s char-
acterized as either a trickster or a nurderer. The omufumu 1is
respected in contrast to the omulogi who 18 despised and feared.
The existence of these speclalists presented a perplexing problem
for informants who claimed that soroery commenced aft a_particular
£ime in the nineteernth century but no one would aokn0w1edge that
these positions also initially appeared in the same century. On
'fthe_contrary, they insisted that the speclalists had "always™
existed. This is a realistic assertion»tecause an'examination
of other-languages in the interlacustrine region reveals thatv
the roots -fumu and -logi (—gggi, -roki) are universally present

suggeSting”tﬁat‘the-tWO s0cial‘positions are’of considerable. _

, antiquity and were undoubtedly common to the Bantu—speaking people
‘ who migrated from the Bunyoro and Buha dispersal oenters. ~A
third individual associated with sorcery is the omuhike. He'is;'
nfseldom referred to in traditions, his reputed power enabled him
‘to see the invisible ‘omulogl.: : I

i An analysis of the. functions of an omulogi adds a signi- :
ficant dimension to our understanding of the probablg develop-

ment of sorcery that Buyanza and Bahitwa claim occurred Abalogi,fﬂ

;irjwskn;,;gyfgel
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according to the Kerebe, are'alleged to possess the following
characteristics: they are actite at nilght, they wcrk either in
collusion with others or alone, they dance naked when together
at night, they can make themselves invisible, they can change
themselves into animals or birds, they have animal or bird
familiars, they kill others, and they use portions of the victims
to make additional deadly médicine.1 Buyanza and Bahltwa  were

independently requested to describe the characteristics of the

abalogi before sorcery became prevaient in the nineteenth century.

They arrived at similar attributes--identically thé same as above
' except the harmful, killing quality:was absent. A pattern

emerges when the functions of the abalogi and the abafumu

(medicine men) are compared. They fall into distinct categories,'

as if one tier of functions had been incorporated _at some

_unspecified time. The abalogl are described as either tricksters

or killers, never as both simultaneously.. The trickster image -
is still strong for the Kerebe and such individuals are described
in irksome tones. A favorite activity was to ride someone's’

cattle at night and even though no harm came to the 1ivestock

. the omulogi's action Was condemned E. H Winter has pointed
,_out that the f;ggi in Amba soclety allegedly inverted normal
'activities. Whatever it happened to be, whether it was going
,naked, being active at night, or drinking salt water to quench

«1. See E. H. Winter, "The Enemy Within: &Amba JWitcheraft,"
Witchcraft and Sorcery in East Africa, 2g2-293. - The character-
1stics of "witchesT as conceptualized by the Amba 1s very
similar to that attributed to them by the Kerebe. :

v
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thirst, each attrlbute.was the opposlite of sociaily expected
behavior.1 Killing one's neighbor openly was a crime but society
had established procedures for nandling this situation. But
the omulogl resorted to subterfuge by attacking his victim_
secretly so as not to reveal his 1dentityithus creating a iegal
problem for soclety. The dual roles of trickster and mufderer
for the omulogl as described by the Kerebe are fundamentally
incompatible; one did not simultaneously assume both roles.

The omuhike must be introduced to clarify the relation-
ship between the omufumu and the omulogil. His power 1s éescribed
as superior to.that of the omulogl and his sole purpose nas to
discoVer those who were pfacticing abalogi. The omuhike's power
permitted him to see the invisible abalogi. The abahike ({1
are invarlably described as men who held positions of authority,
the omukama, the abasiba (watchﬁan) the abakungu (headmen),
the advisers, and the enfura (friends of the omukama) were all
abahike, men who could see .the invisible abaiogi. Socially and
politically this dominant strata held an amazing amount of

power, sufficient it would be logically assumed, to control the

“Unruly abalogl within ‘society. Informants reported- that an =T

, omuhike occasionally took advantage of his position and insinuated
V to a man that he was an omulogi, that he, the omuhike, had seen
‘him one night, but he would accept a goat, cow or whatever from

' the accused in exchange for not announcing publicly his 1dentity.
But hints of blackmail actually suggest sgat tpelonyhike was a

S

l.v‘Winter,~"The Enemy Within: Amba wstchcfaft,"’292;293.;»-~*
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remnant of the past because he i1s dealing with thé trickster not

the murderer. When the trickster was a public nuilsance--not a

public nemesis--the omuhike could fulfill a soclally relevant .. ... -

role by exposing the annoying individual. Possibly the most
significant evidence to illustrate the development‘ofvs6rcery
along theAlines sugéested by Buyanza and Bahitwa is the inabllity
of the abahike to "see" the abalogi who killed. It 1s submitted

that they were "equipped" only to deal with the trickster, not

wh

the murderer. For all of their alleged power to discern abailogi,
these men dould not serve soclety during the post-Ibanda eré7by
1dentifying'sorcerers who killed or harmed others. Society—-and
the abahilke comprised the power structure within it--called upon
the abafumu to detec; the omulogil rather than abaﬁike. The
abahike's functions and powers apparently remained constant when
sorcery ihitially emerged in contrasﬁ to the functions and powers
of the abafumu thap 1ncreased in response to a new social need.1
The functions and role of the abafumu aré éxtremely
divefse giving the 1mpressioﬁ of a highly fiexible and absorbati&e
position.,,Bgcéuse of these qualities it 1s difficult to dis-

rtihéﬁi;ﬁ éééiiéfqéhafacte?istiésrffémrfhaéédacquiféd’ih'ﬁbféf
- recent times. jTraditionsAconcerning the original abafumu,d&'exist.
- - : o 1 SO :

The Hira clan 1s reputed to have been the first in the reglon to -

‘have practicing abafumu in its ranks. One of their abilities at

»

1. E. Adamson Hoebel, The Law of Primitive Man, (Cambridge
Masdbchusetts, 1961), 2411252,~272-274. Tioebel does not deal
directly with the problem at hand but he does allow for change or

developmentrwithin a legal systgm-to aQJust to new circumstances. - -

<
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that time was to "read" the int&stines of-a éhicnen“téfassisﬁfiﬁ"““‘“”

diagnosing and curing a patient's illness. The‘Hira migrated
from the Buhavdispersalwcenter, accordinglto.Bahitwa;wand;wentwim ‘
into Buzinza. Although they were a very early agricultural-
hunting clan in the southeastern lake region they were by no
‘means the first there indicating that the earliest‘Bantu;speakers
may not have had abafumu 1in their midst, or they may haV?.POST”,
sessed a different term for a similar specialist. The approxi—

mate time for the arrival of the Hira in Bukerebe would be at

——

1east two centuries hefore the Silanga appearance e in the 1600s
and possibly three to six centuries earlier.

Traditions contend that the original functions of the
abafumu consisted only of diagnosing and treating illnesses.
Informants minimize the ailments of the pre -1800 period, suggest-
ing that death for reasons other than old age was unusual. ‘
Fever is depicted as the only serious physical problem and the
basic treatment for 1t was cupping, that is, drawing off blood
by means of a cow's horn. Buyanza distingulshed sharply between

-y the treatment of the post -Ibanda era that included internal

medicines to those of an earlier time when external prescriptions
were the rule. It is- suggested that the appearance of. alien :
~
promoted 8 chaotic situation for the abafumu who then sought
- effective means to understand and to counteract these deadly
intruders. Lack of success with existing treatments\due to -
" ignorance of new dlseases could only encourage the medical

practitioners to assume that someone rather than something was.

diseases with the penetration of the long distance trade network .
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“ acéountable for the condition. ~Since abakama no longer assumed
or were assigned responsibllity for disease after Mihigo II,
it was then a logical step to place the source of magical power
elsewhere. Thus abafumu used their prevailing diagnostlc means,
such as interpreting the intestines of a chicken, to perform the
‘additional task of determining who had covertly;caused a particu-
lar ‘misfortune. ‘
The distinctly separate trickster or killer characteris—

tics of an omulogl, the inability of an. omuhike to discern‘the

who caused a misfortune are fundamental alterations in the
activities of three~categories of partlicipants aseociated with
sorcery.‘ These changes iocus attention on the evolutionary

. nature of sorcery and provide valuable internal evidence to sup-

- port the traditions of Buyanza and Bahitwa.

Discernible Social and Legal Effects of Sorcery’

\ ' It has beenrsuggested within'the context of nineteenth

century East African history “that the mechanism of sorcery was in

reality a means of achieving soclal control within a given
society.1 According to this thesis, the troublesome individual,

o the malcontent could ‘be purged through the device of sorcery, or,

more . significantly, the threat of social retribution through

- ——ry . o T

1. Edward A. Alpers, The East African Slave Trade, Historical
Association of Tanzania, Paper No. 3 11967), 10.

‘s )
. J
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sorce'r”'y"“a”"ciE'Ji:ts»afti“c'in"sw was instrumental in "caution'iné"ind‘ividii‘als' o
about their behavior. The validity of this thesis for the nine-
" teenth century 1s questionable given the present dearth of infor-
mation on this phenonenon. Various societles need to be
examined to determine the prevalence of sorcery and witcheraft
‘gccusations in each, whether a soclety before 1850 with a strong
centralized government such as Buganda experlenced approximately
the same amount of sorcery as socletles with less centralized

systems such as the numerous Sukuma chilefdoms. Implied in the

thesis thatdsorcery was an effective<neanswof socialﬁcontrol&is
the basic correlative hypothesis that the earlier legal system
was unable-to function satisfactorily within an altering social
environment. When Omukama Ibanda, for example,~requested»aidu
from a Zinza omufumu to resolve a case that'he could or would not
decide, he abdicated his responsibility to a specilalist. He
'accepted that the omufumu's power to: resolve certain types of
legal cases was superilor or preferable to his. 7 _

o Sorcery is primarily used to explain loss of life, human

.\or animal and destruction of property. Disputes between persons

“over boundaries or nonpayment of debts continued to be resolved
.through the preexisting legal structure., Punishment for a con-v_,_
icted sorcerer varied from fines (1oss of property), replacement

~; of the destroyed thing, enslavement, to death. Depending on..
individual circumstances, some accused persons chose exile rather
: _than punishment. Consequantly there was a movemgnt qf people in
'the 18003 who were outcasts, sociallizundesirable persons in a

- glven society»who;were accused murder rs or destroyers of
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"nfoberty.h4Becauseﬂsofcef§'accusationsware)usually directed

towards kinsmen or immediate neighbors, the accused could flee
" from theif homes and seek refuge in a nearby communitf. I

Machunda's response to outcasts uas at all typical, these

migrants were readily welcomed into other communities. Seldom
' was a stranger ever feared since close acquaintances were

usually accused of sorcery.

Edward Alpers asserts that chiefs frequently abused

'their power by accusing subjects of sorcery, not as a~means to

augment social control, but rather to exploit the accused and
rob them of their possessions.1 This type of ‘exploitation may
have existed. - Recognizing that the eastern portion of East
.Africa would have a markedly different development than the
western‘region because the two areas were exposed to,the same
diseases at different times, 1t should be emphasized that
sorcéry's evolution. in the nineteenth century aopears to have.
developed because the existing legal structure, whether clan or
tribal, could notwsatisfactorily control the emerging socilal

« malaise. The gfowth of sorcery anpears as an extra-legal means

~ of working out social tensions exacerbated by high mortality |
irates, assumed to have been caused by agents using magical or
poisonous meanst\ The medicine men/diviners became indispensable‘

advisers bf “the chiefs or councils since they were specialists

whose knowledge and skill were in great demand. Under normal

— '~'f‘" i * v »

1. Alpers, The East African Slave Trade, 17, 19, Ranger has
accepted the same thesis, see "The Movement of Ideas, 169.:
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Vcircumstances 1nitiative for an accusation did not come from-the

ruler himself but rather within a village context. If the vil-

lage legal structure could not resolve the situation 1t was then

, directed to higher authorities. It 1s unrealistic to allocate

the primary responsibllity for sorcery accusations to the chiefs.
They, of course, possessed the authority .to enforce the decision
of the diviners who determined the guilty parties. The desire

manifested in the 1800s to accumulate possessions also contri--

‘ buted to avarice among men in authority. Yet the chief~ was

undoubtedly more interested in eradicating the cauges of sorcery

-

and witchcraft than he was in anticipating case after case that

was .to come before him thus increasing his wealth. The position

~ of chief within society did not"assure‘immunity from the harmful

practices of sorcerers; the continual search by men of thils rank

.for maglcal powers to enhance their positions reflects their

'insecurity. Chiefs were in no position to- remain aloof from the

affairs of the community, in fact, they were as deeply concerned

ﬂabout conditions over which they had .1ittle control. that encour-

aged social unrest as. other members of their society To regard .

Vsorcery and witchcraft simply as & means of social control AT

i;lthe chiefs as.: unscrupulous men taking advantage of their subjects.

~

s to misconstrue the nature of sorcery and witchcraft as well ;f
sgas to deny the anarchical nature of it. No one was fully pro-
- tected from sorcery nor from the diseases whose mortality rates

’encguraged.the search for‘a human agent on whem}plame could be *
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The period between Mihigo II's death and Machunda's
.. successful defense of his position as omukama was characterized
by unusual climatic conditions'and by numerous rulers with brief;’“;
ineffectual reigns. Kerebe traditions asserting that sorceryv
first appeared during this era emanate from a time when an
: alarming death rate, caused by the introduction of new diseases
that accompanied the caravans from the Indian Ocean coast, was
_‘—“*“*—rcomprehendedwwithin—armagical_cnntextw__lnitially;the increased ..
mortality rates were attributed to the maglcal power of Mihigo II
but following his death the absence of a powerful omukama
encouraged the Kerebe to transfer responsibility for these deaths
from the abakama, who- allegedly lost magical control over dis- )
eases, to an omulogi, a person within the community who sought
to harm others, of'ten by magical means An examination of the
v~‘rvarious activities ‘and. functions of the major participants in
sorcery, the omulogi, the, omuhike and the omufumu, indicates
K that a significant alteration in thelr roles occurred thus lend-
'Aifiing support ‘to: Kerebe oral traditions._ A parallel legal develop-
= ment that transpired was the abakama's abdication of their ‘
vjxresponsibility~to resolve court cases involving sorcery thereby
‘increasing the already important role of the abafumu who then ‘
; claimed the power ko identify sorcerers.‘ The omukama, his headmen’s

,rand advisers lost conslderable legal control over events when the

habafﬁmu assumed the power to identify sorcerers. Therefore the

,”omukama was in no position to exploit his subJects with sorcery, T

R
PSS s
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a'phénbﬁéhéh"fboféd'iﬁ events that neither he‘hbr"aﬁﬁbﬁé'eISé .
could control. The internal adjustments to the unrest estab-
lished the basis for living under ever increasing stress during.
the remainder. of the century, a price the Kerebe paid fér

participation in long distance trade.




Chapter VIT
THE KEREBE AT MID-CENTURY UNDER MACHUNDA

Machunda, the thirteenth omukama of Bukerebe,developed

a stable political regime with a substantial economic base while

in power from approximately the mid-1830s to the late 1860s.

By contrast, this same perilod is characterilized by social 1n-
stability due to depopulation because of diseases and emigration
due'co sorcery accusations. ‘The omukama actively sought immi-
gration into his“chiefdom from neighboring communities but his
efforts were nullified to a degree by friction with a rivali
-chiefdom established by Ibandafat Ilangala. Machnnda was. seem-
ingly preoccupled Wish economic affairs. He COncerned‘himself
wlth the'neutraiization of the Kula as serious competitors in

ivory trading and simultaneously maintained or created political

B 8

"“féiiianées‘nishﬁneighboﬁingJPOmmunitieSftQWSupportmhisyinteres;‘in;J,_
the 1ong'distance ivory trade. His subjects, on tne»other hend |
_ were restricted to regional trade. A consuming Kerebe interest

' in trading actiVities produced fundamental changes in economic |
?’values by the mid= 18003. The accumulation of possessions by thej-
ambitious members of society became an important undertaking

&

kwhichﬂin;turn stimulated local trade and altered agricultural

ir:




 their request in deference to Ganda power.

L

priorities by increasing the desirability for agricultural labor

to cultivate enlarged fields devoted to producing a grain sur- -
plus. Machunda's involvement in the long distance trade brought
the Kerebe into a cooperative relationship with the Ganda who
were drawn into the 1ake's southern region to promote their
trading interests, not at the behest of Arab and Swahlili traders
but most probably on thelr own initiative. In this reglon. they

sought the assistance of people like the Kerebe who acquiesced to

The. Movement of People

The sparseness of Bukerebe's population remained a-
disturhing characteristic throughout Machunda's lifetime. Deaths

resulting from new diseases--understood within the context of

" ~sorcery--and the migration of persons accused of sorcery who

sought refuge outsilde their former communities contributed to
this phénomenon of depopulation. Although traditions do not

refer to persons fleeing from Bukerebe because of sorcery accu-

‘satlons they do mention those who sought refuge in Bukerebe.‘ Thé~

‘ ‘majority came from ‘societies such as the Jita and Kara whov’

'»immigrated in the greatest numbers and who had the closest clan

i_connections with the Kerebe.' According to Buyanza, Machunda

actively encouraged immigration by sending his personal canoe to

countriles like Buzinza and Majita to transport those persons
R 'f

ewilling to immigrate into his chiefdom. They arrived as freemen

- but whether.they were fleeing from problems within their own
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communities cannot be determined. Some of the Zinza arrivals
were Longo smiths, men explicitly sought by Machunda who had
channeled his request through the Zinza ruler.
This particular request indlcates that these speciallsts
were in short supply at the time. It 1s the first evidence that
. the Kerebe tendency to avold smithing, allegedly because 1t was.
difficult to marry, had a disruptive effect upon the communlty
due to a consequent shortage of implements and weapons. EVen'

————mw—me—mthe‘omukamaisimillingness to provide Silanga wives for the

smiths, who were otherwise endogamous in,their marriage arrange-

ments,'could not overcome the fundamental dlsdain the population

i:hose who practiced this vital occupation. Once the

" Buke ebe 1ate in Machunda's reign that this particular shortage
of skilled craftsmen was overcome.
Machunda was plagued throughout much~of his reign hy the
emergence of a rival chiefdom 1n Ilangala, a district in the
northwestern part of the island. The chief of this newly createdJ
chiefdom was Xbanda, Machunda's deposed predecessor and. brother.
When Ibanda’ fied” he first went to Mwanza, a. Sukuma chiefdom withb_'

which Machunda did not have an alliance.1 ITbanda shifted later

1. John H. Speke, What Led to the Discove of the Source of
. the Nile (New York, 1868], B,‘?Iﬁ'fr“—%- —The vival Kulg
chiefdom on-the island had good relations with Mwanza. Buyanza's
traditions provide the basis for much of this chapter, supple-
mented by those of Bahitwa and others on’ specific aspects. :

-
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fﬁdﬁ Mwanza to Buzinza before he returned to Bwiro Island, off
the Kerebe coast, under control of the Kula royal clan. Ibanda
then moved to Ilangala which was sparsely inhabited and nominally
under Machunda's control, where he was successful'ln convincing A
the population to accept his leadership as well as encouraging -
. nigrants, particularly from the island of Bukara, to become- his
subJects. In traditions Ilangala is referred to as a haven for
soclal outcasts from Bukara and Majita with a liberal sprinkling

from Machunda's chiefdom. Ibanda welcomed these persons since

his greatest desire was to populate his chiefdom. He reaped a
measure»of revenge from those‘who had deposed him by creating
internal confusion and dissension'within Machunda's~realml This
was accomplished either by attacking a compound in Machunda's .
chiefdom at night to expose Machunda's weakness, or bf secretly
inciting accusations of sorcery againet‘one of Machunda's sub-
jeots who, fearing dispossessioﬁ'of his property, nas encouraged
to shift with his wealth intact to Ibanda's proffered sanctuary.
Machunda no doubt countered in kind thus adding to the general
unrest and 1nsecur1ty of the period. Significantly, Machunda
' apparently did not make a -concerted effort to- dislodge Ibanda' e
from his entrenched-positlon until 1t was too la‘ce.1
| Th18~wa§;somewhat'lronical because Machunda had\pre;-
fviously driven the Kula clan from the southeastern portion of

the island, an area to which they had fled after an earlier
defeat at the hands of Mihigo I in the 1700s8. Following their

"

E-55

' G. Shergold Smith to. Wright, November 27, 1877, C. .
: AG/O 22, CMS. .
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loss to Machunda, presumably before 1850, the Kula fled towards
the southwestern corner of the island. Although tradition Sug-
gests tha£ a digpute over cattle sparked Machunda's attack on the
Kula there is circumstantial evidence implying that he wished to

. remove them from a competitive commercial position. Prior to the
conflict the Kula were in a preferable strategic location to
trade in 1lvory with caravans coming from the east and the canoes
éoming from Sukuma chiefdoms. It is not surprising that the
most powerful omusiba (watchman) of Machunda and Rukonge was

"~ situated at Ngoma, @ village formerly under the Kula chiefs,
and his iﬁportance emanated from his responsibilities to meet
approaching strangers who were predominately traders.

The most unusual group of migrants that Machunda wel-
comed to his chiefdom were Tatoga pastorallsts. When he had
returned from hils period of exlle in‘their cbuntry, a number of
Taﬁoga had accompanied him and théreafter he maintained cordial
relations'with them until his death. On the island they per-
formed the same function as pastoralists to the south of the
»1ak@: they were permitted to act as herdsmen for the omukaﬁa

- and other wealthyrkerebe possessing large herds of:cattleﬁ‘
Machunda marfieﬁ between ten and twenty Tatoga women 1ndicating,:
that his links to_tﬁg pastoralists were well forged. Little,is
remembered about thelr way 6f_life and they finaily_departed

, afouﬁd the turn of the present'century.l

P N 8

* “

1. Journmal of G. S. Smith, November 17, 1877, C. A6/0 22,
CMS. Tradition claims that individual Tatoga herdsmen were killed
occasionally, but the major encounter .suggested=by Oscar Baumann

was not forthcoming in traditions: Durch Massailand zur Nilquelle, ?‘

L Zuren
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Alterations in Economic Values

A profound alteration in economic ‘values took place dur-
ing the early part of the 18008. The basic measurement of wealth
before 1800 and for many persons until the present'century was

in terms of cattle; a wealthy individual in Bukerete was a man

with a sizable herd of cattle. The Kerebe also participated in

intertribal trading before 1800 to a limited extent; both hoes

and hoe handles had to be acquired from Buzinza. Beyond these

necessities the Kerebe were virtually self—sufficient. Salt,

for example, could be extracted from local reeds or soils. Yet
it 1s probablg that the bartering of other goods occurred when a
specific need or opportunity arose. Then in the early nine-
teenth century conditions dramatically altered. Although

Bahitwa and Buyanza disagreed on the ‘specifics, they both stated

_that a fundamental measurement of value increased in the 1800s:

bridewealth. Bahitwa contended that tne number of items neces-

sary for bridewealth increased to twelve while Buyanza insisted

LthatAthe number remained constant but the value of the ltems

increased.%: ‘In either case the result was an emphasis on more
material wealth revealing both the avallability and the desire

for such 1tems a§~hoes and 1ivestock. It is apparent that the

N Kerebe expanded the amount of their participation 1n 1nter-triba1

1. See Stanley, Through the Dark Continent, I, 200. The
explorer's assertion was that twelve goats, equgl to_one cow,
in addition to three hoes were required fo bri eweaith. The
items themselves could vary from livestock to hoes but the latter
seemed to be significant, virtually a constant 1tem, although
the quantity-was Jot constant.
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trading as opportunities presented themselves.

The major Kerebe export was grain and those persons who'
wanted to acquire goods found it necessary to produce a grain
surplus. The amount of land cultivated by the Kerebe aspiring
to accumulate more wealth must have increased noticeably by
‘Machunda's reign. But not all Kerebe demonstrated "the same;'
desire. Buyanza estimated that approximately a third to a
fourth of the population was actlvely seeking to increase their
wealth and, significantly, some immigrants were among this.

" group. The previous system of subsistence agriculture had
encouraged the cultivators--the women—-to sow only the approxil-
mate amount of grain necessary to feed those for whom she was
respoosible.1 When the Kerebe adopted grain as their major
export it meant that cultivators had to take into account the
desirability of producing a surplus for trading. An ever
'1ncreasing availability and desire "for commodities of value
meant that an ever increasing amount of land had to be culti-
vatedbto produce the surplus grain. |
\ . The practice of bartering may have become more common
”duriﬁg'this era. Traditiors relate’ that Wher nien went to° Buzinza

: there were two means of acquiring hoes. Late in the 18005, '
“expeditions in groups of twenty to thirty men would travel to-

o gether taking goods with them such as. dried fish, grain or
;’goatsaas an exchange for hoes., Or they would go to Buzinza with

- the eﬁpressed intention of working two to ggree(pontgs for the

1. See Mcﬁas;er, A Subsisteoce_Crop,Geograghx'9£ Uganda, 88. .
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smelters collecting iron ore in exchange for a portion of the
. hoes made from the ore. The traditions of Buyanza and other
informants implieitly suggest that the latter type of exthange
--labor for hoes-;was'common earlier but decreased in the late
: nineteenth century‘even\though violence became a characteristic
‘Teature of the trade.relationship since the Kerebe, ladened with
foodstufrs to'exchange for'hoes, virtually invited attacks upon
4,themse1ves by nonsmithing:Zinza._ These parties, consequeﬁtly,

approached.Buzinza well armed and prepared for a hasty withdrawal

if necessary:ffFogﬂstuffs undoubtedly faciiitated the procedure
for obtaining hoes, probably becoming the preferred method by
the mid-1800s.

Tncreasing Use of Agricultural Labor

The increase in agricultural productilon and the use of
. newly introduced species of millet and sorghum from Takama (the
south) in the early nineteenth century paralleled an increase

1 Slaves (bonded“servants may be a

\in the domestic slave trade.
‘more accurate “term) were a component of Kerebe society long befor‘éJ

the 18008, certainly from the time of the Silanga's arrival on

'**Bukerebe in the 16008, the majority of ‘these persons, however,

originated from within the chiefdom 1tself. The aberu (male
; slaves) and abazana (female slaves) were either individuals who

" had lost their families and had no place to_go fpr sastenance
E . ; ) N . ‘ o ’,'- * S

,‘l.,'See'Alpens,-The East‘African SlavelTrade,f13;26. o
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except to the omukama, or those}who for one reason or another

could no longer claim membership in their clans. Aberu w'engoyelo,

on the -other hand, coﬁposed a distinet and separate eategory of
domestic slaves. These persons could either have been from within
or from outside the chiefdom; their common pfoblem was a lack
of food. Hunger had driven them to the situation in which bond-
age or dependency was a preferred.status to independence. They
could olace themselves in servitude, a master-servant relation-
' ship, with the omukama or with any man possessing adequate food
supplies. A slave remained with his/her master for the remainder
of his 1life or until redemption occurred.

Slaves were accorded reasonable treatment by theilr
master and any slave suffering abuse or ill-treatment could
1eave his master and take refuge with another provider. When
this occurred the original master was not compensated for ‘the
»slave's loss whereas the second master recelved the redemption
wealth 1f this transaction took place. Consequently the aberu
and abazana were not under the absolute control of their master
- although theAiegal system did not reflect much coneern over theilr
plight. An‘accusation of sorcery, for exaﬁple;;waS”uéﬁalIy foi;‘;

lowed. by a summary executlion whereas the majority of Kerebe had :

"numerous avenues open to them for refuting the accusation. A

8lave therefore needed tO‘be cognizant ‘of the limitations placed
ion his rights. | | . i
Redemptlion came either from the slave's ﬁamilx or from
- his otn resources. The standard value of an individual was

assessedVin,terﬁs%of'cattle: a female slave; regardless of age, ;

L e g TV R e
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was valued as one cow and'a male slave was valued as one bull.
A hoe provided a second standard of measurement: - twelve hoes
equalled one cow and six hoes equalled one bull.  In addition, a
goat and a large basket of grain each equalled a hoe. A person
could be redeemed by any combination of hoes; goats or baskets
of grain if a cow or bull was unavailable. Regardless of the -
time involved while a person was 1ln a state of dependency the
redemption price remained constant. If an enslgved person was

on good terms with his clan, providing they were nearby or within

the chiefdom anddproviding the slave wanted to alter his status,
it was not difficult to redeem an individual.

When an individual migrated from another country because
of famine and became enslaved the situation was more difficult
for the enslaved because only the poorer clans were unable to
exchange livestock or hoes for food in the first place to avoid
enslavement. These ‘men were frequently victims of drought and,
occasionally ascompanied by their nuclear families, had fled from
the eastern lake shore, a region notorious for its unreliable .
,rainfall. Tradition reveals that accumulating the redemption
fee was difficult and time consuming but it attributes ‘the aberu -

'engoyelo with resilience and determination, characteristics:’
~ that enabled them to work out their own redemption over a periodk
of years. Unlike many of the slaves from Bukerebe ‘who were often
'disowned by their clan for laziness or personal animosities, the.
slaves who were famine victims very often attempted to regain
an independent status. The aberu w'engoyelo as bonded servants

- were expected to cultivate their own food supply in addition to
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cultivating and performing other qenial tasks for their masters.
But thils category of servant apparen%;y had sufficient 1ab1tude
and sufficient opportunity to accumulate a surplus of grailn and
thereby acquiring the necessary fedemption price. Redemption
was nep always an achievable goal for slaves nor a desirable
one, a situation partially determinéd by the attitude of the
individual and partially the background of the slave.

From the time of Machunda 8 rise to power in approxi-
mately 1835 until 1895, the Kerebe purchased a number of slaves |
from other socleties for the purpose of obtaining agricultural
labor, a development concurrent with the policy to encourage
freemen to immigrate to the 1sland.m The majority of purehased
slaves emanated from two major districts: Bururi and Bugaya.
Ruri was a Kerebe name given indiscriminately to people from a

‘number of ethnic backgrounds residing in the Musoma region in
she eastern lake district. These pebple practiced male clrcum-
cision and the Kerebe, when exchanging foodstuffs for slaves
during-a famine, wanted to acquire children, particularly boys
before they had been circumcized. The desire for slave labor,

~actually seeking Blaves rather than walting for refugees to

~,arrive and place themselves in a state of dependency, also made

- it less likely that the slave would be encouraged to redeem him-
.self. Boys in particularﬁtended to remain aberu for life in the -
hlate 18005, and, although marrlage was arranged for them by
their,@ester with abazana, thelr off—spring yere necognized as
‘slaves. Yet, by the third generation, there was a definite

o tendency for ‘the siave status to recede and they came to regard

o
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themselres as members of the clan to which they had becOmeian
integral part. The slaves from Bngaya, on the other hand,vwere
Nilotic-speaking Luo. They were victims of famine or conflilcts
resulting from famine because during periods of hunger kidnapping
of children was common and they were then eXchanged for food;

the Luo also suffered from the presence of Swahili and Arab
slavers. Since they were Luo wlth a distinctly different cul-
tural background than the Kerebe, this was an added barrier if

they wished to improve thelr position within Kerebe soclety.

Intertribal Trade

Bukerebe's reputation as the granary of the sontheastern
.iake region was based upon 1ts reliable-and abundant rainfall
‘and its vital role in the local trade was possible'because of
the climatic factor. Drought was not unknown but it was not a
‘frequent problem, particularly when compared . to the neighboring
distriects. It is not surprising that informants refer to Kerebe
abagimba (rainmakers) being dispatched by Machunda and Rukonge
to other countries in response to pleas by chiefs for assistance
in rainmaking.f The Kerebe abakama had apparently found a highly
successful formula for ensuring adequate raln and this knowledge
'!was greatly prized - Once the Kerebe began to exploit the agri—
‘ cultural potential of their island beyond’ subsistence, they were
in a pos}tion to take advantage of any disadvgntages experienced
by their neighbors. '
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‘ Juss as the Kerebe depended upon favorable climatic
conditidns for their surplus in grain, 80 they also depended.
upon unfavorable climatic conditions in other regions to gain
desired items. Famine in Bururi meant that it was an auspicious’
”time to acquire slaves. Both Bukara and many of thefSukuma
chiefdoms possessed sizable herds of cattle and during drought '
) this was the item the Kerebe most actively sought. Traditions
frqm a Kwimba chiefdom in Usukuma recount a serious famine betﬁeen
1860 and 1870 that is referred to as "the famine of the profit-
eers, in which residents of Ukerewe came to sell food supplies

at an exhorbitant price."l

Hoes from Buzinza, of course,

remained a constant need but even these valued items could be

acquired on better termszwhen adverse conditions existed.»
Exports fromrBukerebe included dried fish, canoes, oars,

.worn out hoes, sheep and goats 1n addition to grain 2 A used

. hoe, one whose blade had been entirely worn away by use (a fairly

rapld process since the metal was not tempered) retained some
value beeause the shaft that was wedged into the handle possessed
valuable iron.. - It was from a number of shese shafts that Kerebe
smiths could reheat and rework the iron into implements such as
‘knives, arrow heads, spears, adzes, etc.” Iron, 1n the form of

~

these shafts, could be. readily exchanged with most people along ;

1. Charles F. Holmes, "A History of the Bakwimba of Usukuma,
 Panzania, From Earliest Times to 1?45,“ (unpublished Ph.D. dis-
:sertatiog, Boston University, 1969 ﬁzgﬁyx e .
. 2. See A. Schynse A travers l'Afrigue avec Stanlez et Emin :
Pasha (Paris, 1890), 7%, C Waldemar erther, Zum Victoria Nzanza o
(Berlin’ nd-)’ 18 u\' . . X - S B . ‘ _,;‘:‘n

R
J




| 193
the eastern lake shore for small items. Iuwo canoemen, for |
instance, came to Bukerebe in the nineteenth century,with salt

and eagerly exchanged'a packet of salt for 2 hoe shaft. Within
Bukerebe these shafts had considerable value because they repre-
sented the raw material from which any necessary tool was made.
The smiths had 50 ogper access to iron except for these shafts
and other discarded implements. When the importation of Zinza
hoes is viewed from this perspective, the essential nature of
those imolements can be better appreclated.’

° Fishermen made lengthy Journeys to the Buzinze‘and
Bururi coasts during the months'of June-through August for the
purpose of catching fish which were dried and then exchanged
for goods the fishermen needed.l This particular form of trade
may have decreased 1n the latter half of the 18068 givem the
increased political unrest in Buzinza and the presence of the
aggmessive Ganda. On the other hand, the hunters of the hip-
popotamus (abanyaga) apparently did not curtail their expeditions
to Buzinze and Bururi;'Journeys that provided the Kerebe with yet
another commodity for trading purposes——hippopotamus meat.2

The Kerebe generally regardc the inhabitants of Bururi as the »

most - proficient hippo hunters in the region-and the Kerebe - would o

"Vljoin forces with them. This cooperation permitted the Kerebe

1. H. ‘A. Fosbrooke, "Some Aspects of the Kimwani Fishing
Culture, with Comparative Notes on Alien Methods," JRAI, 64
.(1934), 132, 19-22. This article describes Kenebe fdshing
voyages in the present century.

2. Mpehi s/o Magesa provided excellent information about
the activities of hippo hunters in the nineteenth century.etii

-3
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hunters,to range beyond the territorial limité_of the'chiefdom‘
in company with another community, the only exemple of a "formal"
Kerebe hunting assoclation that cooperated with non-Kerebe. .The
hunters traveled along the southern and eastern coasts in search
of their prey. When a supply of meat was available 1t was then
exchenged for other goods. A favorite region for the hunters
was the Luo coast, south of Kavirondo Gulf, where the flesh
could be exchanged for‘the exoellent sa;t found 1n the area; a
‘eommodtty that also attracted the Ganda to the same source.1
This ealt trade may have had its origins before the nineteenth
century that would have snpplemented the low quality local
sources avallable to the Kerebe.. o

» Hoes, slaveé, cattle, and salt formed the bulk of Kerebe
imports by 1850. Hides imported from Usukuma and.Bukara’were
nede into articles of clothing and represented an additional ’
minor item of exchange that continued from‘eerlier times into _
the 18003;‘ By the latter'half;of‘the~nineteenth century both_
Rurl end Snkuma tradeSmen provided tobaccodfor the Kerebe; prior

- to this time loeal varieties of "tobacco" had been used for both
.smoking and chewing. The Sukuma also supplemented the Kerebe‘
,fsalt supply from Kenya (Bugaya) Dby offering another variety

' obtained from Lake Eyasi.2

S 1. Speke, Journal of the Discove of the Source. of the
’ Nile, 401*“John Roscoe, The Baganda (London, 191&), 438—

« 2. See H. S. Senior, "Sukuma Salt Caravans to Lake Eyasi,

- INR, (1938), 87-90.., -
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Reglonal, intertribal trade, Wc;;e actively parﬁicipated
in by the Kerebe? was by no means an unregulated activity. In
eseence all maaor“imports were assessed a tax on the omukama's
behalf by headmen. Whether hoes or salt, a percentage of the
commodlity was designeted as the omukama's share. .Tpe details'of
the system are not altogether clear, but as an 111ustration,
Buyanza reported that after a war in which captives were taken,

the omukama received the first prisoner from his subjects and

_fifty pércent of those remaining. .This policy was seemingly

flexible; the ruler could return a'single captive-to the captor
but the gesture of recognizing the omukama's right to the first
captive was important. As with all goods received through taxa-

tion, the omukama used his discretion in redistributing them and

members of the royal clan received the largest single portion

while others who were socially near the seat of authority could
expect~cohsideration. Nonetheless, it was also a matter,of
policy to retain.a reserre supply ofrnonfperisﬁable goods to_
meet ucexpected emergencies.

A - Two other imports; coffee beans and bark cloth,. also

appeared within the chiefdom during Machunda's relgn. These

»products are in a transitional category between intertribal tradeT

e~

and long distance trade. The products were African produced and

!traded but they formed a part of the omukama's trade that bOre

all the characteristics of a royal monopoly similar to the ivory

,trade.cﬂxye Ziba, who 1live north of Bukoba on the west side of

the leke, were primarily responsible,for,dispersing"coffee beans

- P
[ S
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grown in their vicinity threughout the lake regiqn.l ;Although
thelir major interest was ivory the Ziba were. always weleomed
when they. visited Bukerebe because they brought coffee beans
which the elders enjoyed chewing. On Bﬁkerebe the omukama
exchanged ivory for coffee beans in additlon to cher commedi-
ties, then freely dispensed the beans to advisers and enfura who
appeared at his. court. Bark cloth represented another highly
prized luxury commodity that was brought occasionally by the

 '74pa and Ganda_and it too was a by-product of the ivory trade,

hence a virtual monopoly of the omukama.

Long Distance Trade

Unlike local trade, long distance trade centered around

ivory and necessltated diplomatic arrangements among .the various
chilefs. According to Buyanza the Kerebe abakama, beginning with
Mihigo II, had marriage ties with at least two Sukuma chiefdoms,

Busukuma and Burima (Bulima), and with some important elders
Mﬂ«-’

_ from Bururi since centralized political systems were absent in

the region.w Machunda retained ‘these arrangements and added two

other alliances, at 1east ‘one was with a Ziba chief and the other'

~

with an unidentified Haya' chief on the west coast of the 1ake.

The Kula chiefdom, on the- other hand, had a marriage alliance

>

1. Bgief but pertinent comments on the Zibg andlothar people
"around thé lake are found in "RaPport du P. Brard sur les tribus.
] insulaires du Nyanza Meridional,'- Chronique trimestrielle de la
el S0c1étE - dEs- missionairesid'Afrigue, T Here—?ter
o ~referred to -as- Chron;gue.n , "
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with Mwanza, a rival chiefdom to Busukuma. Therefore the rival
chiefdoms of Bukerebe did not maintain relations with the same
authorities in other countries. What Ibanda's ties might have
been while at Ilangala are unknown but i1t 1s relatively certain "
that he also participated in the ivory trade since the Arabs at
Unyanyembe knew of his existence and hostile relationship with.

Machunda.1 There are two notable omissions from those chiefdoms

mentioned by informants: Buganda and Buzinza. The Kerebe»rulers

" eertainly had_diplomatic relations with the. leaders of both

states, gifts being exchanged by Kabakas Suna (died 1856) and
Mutesa, 1856-1884, of Buganda and Abakama Machunda and Rukonge

of Bukerebe. The reason for diplomatic relations with Buzinza ~
undoubtedly emanated from the trade in hoes since Buzinza neither

snpplied the Kerebe with ivory nor did the country provide a

route by which ivory could be transported southward. Conse-
quently a formal diplomatic arrangement never became,necessary
: between the Kerebe and Zinza. In the case of Buganda, the kabaka‘
needed Kerebe assistance to transport ivory hence "thé 1n1tiative
o fonlestablishing a diplomatic alliance rested with him and the
exchange of. gifts apparently served this purpose for- him.; I
,m‘ ’N“ The precise time and sequence of ma jor developments that I
'g tushered the Kerebe and their neighbors into participation within dti
fxthe long . distance 1vory trade are difficult to discern.k Kerebe
jitraditions are explicit about the elephant hunting society,;
. —_ . u q‘,‘:' E e

. - 1. Richard F. Burton, The Lake Resions of Central Africa,‘
. IT (New Yorh, 961), 214 _ :




' Society concerning Erhardt's Map,! CMI, VII (1856)
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Mihigo II's participation in the ivofﬁ trade, and his marriage
alliance to faeilitate caravans of tusks to move southward. The
sequence of events seems clear up to this point. But the develop-
ments foilowing the initial phase for some reason are not present
in Kerebe traditions and specific information pertaining to the

arrival of .Arab and Swahili traders in the chiefdom or when the

: Ganda'commenced their canoe Jjourneys to the district of Bukerebe

is lacking. Similarly Europeen sources reveal only that coastai

Qitradersﬂhadwreached,the_lakeoandAbegunitradinngith the Kerebe -

by the 185Os,l and that*ﬁhe Ganda had established cordial rela-
tions with the Kerebe by 1862.2 Buyanza suggested that the Arabs
or Swahili may have iniﬁially visited Bukerebe sometime during
Ibanda's reign, presumably in the early "1830s. Interesting
‘evidence for his assertion 1s that one of Ibanda's sons was named
Mzungu_who was most likely named for an Arab, although mzungu is -
a generic'Swahili term now used to designate Europeans because
of light skin color. Thisyis merely suggestive bﬁp it shouldAbe
remembered that traditions indicate the appearance of diseases
befare 1820 emenap;ng from the east. The -route from Tanga and
Pangani via Kilimanjaro to the “lake region_nay have had traders
penetrating earlier and farther westward on it than merchants

o : ~ 3
using the Unyamwezl route.

: 1. "Excerpt from Proceedings of the Royal’ Geographical
90, 1923 J:A.
Grant,” "Summary of Observations. . . JRGS, XLII 8729, _257-268.

2. Speke, What Led to the Discovegx, 318.

Fe- Kathleen M. Stahl, Histo of the Chagga- Peogle of Kili— ‘
maniaro (London, 1964), 4§, Ricﬁard‘?. Burton, 'The lLake Regions e
Ei"éaﬁfbal Equatorial Africa, JRGS, xxxx (1859), 262. Sl r e
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Traditioh concerning Ganda visitorsfto Bdkerebe 1ls not
precise but initial contacts occurred'before the time suggested
by European sources. One gift sent by Machunda to Buganda was a
unique piece of sculpture measuring oﬁer oneimeter iq'height.l
This statue of a young gilrl was so appreciated by the Ganda that |
it was carefully preserved for approximately a half century
before the Reverend John Roscoe, a Chﬁrcn Missionary'Society

missionary in Buganda, acquired possession of the figure and

_placed it in the British Museum in London in 1909. According to

Roscoe's information the statue belonged to Kabaka Suna who died

in 1856. Buyanza provided specific descriptive information about

the statue sent to Buganda by Machunda. Although he did not know

'is seen in the British Museum an immediate feature noted is a

the.sex of the plece he knew thateit had been damaged, apparently
before it left Bukerebe. When the exqplsitelgdflggsgeg_statue .

missing left arm.2 There can be 1ittle doubt that the statue
deseribed by Buyanza is the same statue collected by Roscoe.

But the importance of this plece of sculpture is that it 1s

-associated with. Kabaka Suna thereby 1ndicating the presence of

Ganda canoes in the southern lake region by the 18503.
Two perplexing problems of the 1ong distance trade

emerge: when the lake assumed a role as a transportation medium

S A

1. For details, Hartwig, "Phe Victoria Nyanza as a Trade
Route in the Nineteenth Century," JAH, XI, 4 (1970):sand Hartwig;
"A Historical Perspective of Kerebe Sculpturing--Ta nia,

 Tribus, 18%(1969), 85-90.

2. An illustration of this piece can be seen In "A Historical
Perspective of Kerebe~Sculpturing,1488.}“,

B TN
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linking the northern kingdom of Buganda to the Sukuma chiefdoms
and at whose instigation: Arab or African.“There ig 1ittle -
doubt that the early ivory trade in the vicinity of Bukerebe was
»under the control of local chiefs. vKerebe:caravansfto'Takamaland
the diplomatic schemes to facllitate these ventures provide |
convineing evidence to support the contention'thatglocal initia~"
tive dominated the eariy trade. Yet the evidence supplied by the
explorers Burton and Speke in 1858 about Kerebe involvement in '

i_iiiii__theoivorymtrade portrays the Arab and Swahili contingent as the

dominant group.l What had apparently developed from the
beginning to the middle of the century was that Machunda had
relinquished the earlier task of moving hils own ivory, and by
1858 was encouraging the merchants to come to him. If the

omukama_did_not have sufficient tusks available the caravans

would remaln on the island while agents were sent to Bururl to
obtain the desired tusks, The chiefdom hecame'both an entrepbt
base for ivory from the east lake coast and a base from which
agents ventured forth to acquire the desired commodity. Machunda@
hospitality to. merchants stood in distinct contrast to the
‘hostility accorded to them by the Ruri, Shashi “and Tatoga.‘ This

”fsituation, however, could ‘only continue as long as the. supply

of ivory remained relatively plentiful and ‘there 1s every.reason :W;;j
to believe that shortly after 1858 the ‘traders shifted their
attention to more productive regions.c The zenith of Kerebe

o &

l. Burton, The Lake Regions of Central Africa, II, 214 215,
Speke, What Led %o the Discoverx —308-318. -

=
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barticipation in the international ivory trade was nrobably
reached in the 1850s.

7 . v
Buganda's Control over lLake Traffic

§

By mid-century the Kerebe no longer organized their own
caravans; they were then being served by coastal traders.
Regardless of the procedure for moving ivory, water transporta-

‘tion was utilized by both Kerebe and Arab and Swahilli traders

over comparatively short distances. But this does not shed
light uponrthe use of the lake by the,Gande. Kerebe informants
provided only one specific example of Ganda-Kerebe cooperation
under Machunda in addition to the exchange of gifts.l. On at
least two separate occasions a flotilla @f Ganda canoes arrived
\in Machunda's chiefdom ladened with ivory bound for Takama with
the 1eader of the expedition described as_ an Arab. According to
the tradition of Chavery Wanzura, he stopped at Bukerebe to
request Machunda to’ provide Kerebe porters for carrylng tusks
from\the Sukuma mainland to a  southern destination. Machunda
consented and ordered a Sukuma refugee 1iving in Bukerebe to’
lead the expedition.‘ Porterage ‘was performed successfully on
both occasions by Kerebe freemen. - ;
_T he "Arab" mentioned in the Kerebe tradition;enneersfto
.support later statements made by European observers after 1875 '

; Qge\\
o “é-a e L.
1. In addltlion to the excellent information from Buyanza

valuable .accounts were also contributed by Bahitwa, Adolf. Malimu,
Chavery Wanzura, Daudi Musombwa, and Simeo Rubuzi.
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thgt Arabs had in;tiated long dlstance transportgtion across the
lake by enéouraging the Ganda %o use ﬁheir'canoes to moﬁe ivory.l’w
Yet these observers commented on a development that occurred at
least three to five decades before their arrival on"the scene
and only one obserEr-attemptednan—hiStorieaI,surveywtowconfirmrm
his assertion but the statue seht'by Machunda to Suna refutes

his findings. Furthermore coastal traders do not appear to have

been innovators in seekihg or acquilring ivory or even slaves.
L)

... The impression tends to be the reverse, that.the merchants
ﬁ cautiously entered a reglon in which ivory was élready a viable
commodity,'astutely surveyed the.existing patterns of trade, and
then gradually began to compete withnloéal traderst Some chiefs
"resented’and resisted the merchants! intrusion, others, like the

" Kerébe abakama, attempted to accommodate them and‘éain thereby.2

But striking.offAinto unknown areas to establlsh tra&iﬁé bases

- where routes were nonexistent does not appear to be

1. Prés des grand Lacs gar les missionnaires de S. Em. le
Cardinal lLavigerie Paris, 1 , 55; Franz Stuhlmann, Mit Emin .
Pascha ins Berz von Afrika (Berlin, 1894), 733; Stanley, Through

the Dark Continent, I, 530; Robert W. Felkin, "Uganda,". The

Scottish Geographical Magazine,  IT (1886), 217; see also J. M.
Gray, Mirading Expeditlons from the Coast,to Lakes Tanganyltka

‘and Victoria before 1857,":TNR, 49 (.1957)f 236-237; J. M. Gray, .
- _"Arabs on-Lake Victoria. .Some Revisions," uJ, XXII (1958), 765 . .
- J. M. Gray, Letter to the Editor, TNR, 25-(19&8)i479;81;rv. C. Ro

.. Ford, The Lake Trade of Lake ,Victoria (Kampala,-1955), 18+ .

- 2. Speke, Journal of the Discovery of the Source of the

- Nile, 131; Oscar Baumann to the Executive Commlittee of ‘the

- Deutsch Anti-Sklaverei Lotterle, Coblenz, November 2, 1892,

" Korrespondenz mit-.der Anti-sklavereieLotterie,~G;l/BQ,nNAT;_
R. C. Bridkes, "Introduction- to the Second Edit¥on," Travéls,
Researches, and Missionary labours, J. Lewis Krapf (London, -
T9687, 23. . . T ST

.o
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characteristic of these traders.
Lacking evidence to illustrate that coastal tradersv

" initiated lake traffic, it is Just as reasonable to‘hypothesize
that traders found Ganda or other canoes operating in the ,
southern part of the lake. Although the basis for Machunda's
relationship wlth Suna 1s unknown, and since no marriage alliance
. existed, it appears that the 1lnltiative for the cooperation came

from the Ganda whp;could profit from the Kerebe relationship.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>