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CHAPTER I

~ INTRODUCTION

1. The f&oﬁlem of the Dissertation
March 15, 1961 marked & new day in thewhiator& of Angola;

open rebellion broke out in the Portuguese Congo in northerﬁ Angola.
For the colonial power, Portugal, it was an infamous and treacherous
day. It was also & day‘gf reckoning for the Portuguese administration.
¥hen the Belgian government announced its intention to give the Coﬁgo‘
ltéiindependeqce, the Portuguese sadly shook their heads and predicted
grave consequences. The evénﬁs which followed in the wake of an indg-
pendent Qongo confirmed their belief that only the Portuguese kmew
Q'how to handle Africans. But active resistance in the north of Angola
shattered this'mwth; The tight Portuguese rule was broken by the '\

rebellious African nationalists. A reaction of tighter control set
" in; the Portugusse were determined to hold on to their West A.fric;_n

province. Subsequently, the military moved-;n and assumed control of

Angola. - ) | e

B2

'Thia'uas also & new day for Africens. Deep resentments against

the colonial regime which were often submerged in quiet submiseion

could now actively come to the fore. They saw some hope in the future, .

the realization of the long cherished dream of turning the power strata
over from European to African control.

Another group affected by the hostilities was the religious

%



’ eoc.';.eties working in Angola. For instance, in the conflict ‘area,
| 8ix miasion stations were closed: Ambrizete, Mﬁoca. Bembe, Quibocolo,
Uige, and S’E_l'o ,sglvadéfa -The British Baptist Bocisty reported thet
villages in their area were depopulated. Work of the Methodist mission
also suffer'gd.‘ Vj.ll'e;gﬂe churches were destréyed; leaders scattered in
the wake of the disﬁqu;angeéo Ohris‘t:.ian churches in central Angola
Qare also suspect, reéulfing in the arreste f 261 African church
leaders. N . .
- Roman Catholic Vm:ls-eion worlk was also disrupted. Two Catholic
Fathers were massecred in the uprisings; mission schools in the morth
were closeds In the disturbed area 1,500 African Catholics sought
- refuge at their mission station in 530 Salvador. g
The crisis has made religioua' bodies working in Angola take

atock of their ait!aa‘l;.ion. Like European and African'rpactions, Angolen
religiouile-é.c.lers are eslking what the "new® dey is bringing forth. -It
is not presumptuous to raise this question for historians heve ac-
kaowledged thet one of the social institutions which has been onrtm
to the his_toz_"y_.t_a‘fﬁApgorla‘ is the religlous 1nstit;;hi$f} The queéstion -
remains, hoieyer, as to the extent of its role.l e ‘

| To det;érﬁiné this rcle the problem can be viewed in geveral
woys: f£irst, there is 'Vt.»he view o}f‘ David 0. Moberg who observes that

®tis . . & pb‘a;ible to select evidence on the basis of personal ' )

,lJamea Duffy, Portuguese Africe (Oa.ixmridge: Harvard Universiiy
HQBB, 1%9), Pe 1050 ‘ ' :



bias-e.s and build a case for either support or condemnation of . . «
missionary work."l . If we carry Moberg's ;tgfement to its logical
conclusion, it is impossible to évaiuate objectively the role of
missions in any society. For instance, a proponent could select all
the pq»gitriv_e gﬂggncé to support Christian miseions, such as education~
.a.l, mediéal, and technological programs. On the other hemd, a critic
of Christian missions could choose the negative aspects, such as the
paternal role of missionsries, the poor standards in mission schools, . l
and the accusation thet missions are tools of western impérialism.
But 1f we t_verer to accept Moberg's conclusion, this would indicate
that it is f}:tile to pursue an objective study of any subject in the
- social sciences whether it be economica,‘ govermment, sociology, or
anthropology. For it is possible to select evidenpe for or again/s‘t
a particular problem in each of these fields. In easence Moberg 1‘a
stating that the personal biases of an investigator, motivated by -
gelf-interest, govern the scope of his investigetion, and more 8o
by a etgden't. in the field of religion then in others. This, of courﬁe,
15 & biased statement; religion ia as much an acq.d% discipline as
economics, government, psychologj; gsociology or anthropology. Each
has iﬂs tools;"eaoh has its own biases. The problem for each field
i3 to recognize end to be aware of its limitations.

A second appz;oaoh is to study missions from a theological

point of view. In such an investigation the questions are: “thy

- 1pavid 0. Moberg, The Church as & Soclal Institution (Engle-
wood Qliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1962}, p. 23.
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missions?® And, "Do Christian churches of the west have the right to
impose their religion on a totélly different, cultural group?® These

ars not idle questiqnai government such as the Suden. and Egypt have

questioned the right of Christian missions to propagate their beliefs

amohg non=-Christian pedflea. Obviously this is a question which must
be faced by Christien mission societies and their.sponsofs, and as
long as Ohristian missions exist the theolqgical question remains
for all foreign~ﬁisaionary societies. 8ince this study is toAbxamine‘
the soclal response of Christianity to selected issuéé, it will not

>~

focus on the ralgon d'Stre of Christian missions.

A third approach is to focus on what J. Milton Yinger calls

""process.'al In this respect a baéic'assumption is to accept religion

as an aspect of soclety. Mpreover, to acknowledge its presence in
the soecial pr&cess of our environment is to accept Yinger's theéisr
that religion is Yone of several 'levels of causation', a force that"
once set in motion is part of .a complex of causes that mutually con=
ditiﬁn éédh o‘!;her.,'a2 Or, to relate this concept to & particular

study, we refer to Walter G. Muelder's conclusion_inﬂgig work on

‘Methodiem and Soclety in the Twentieth Century, namelj>that ™t 18

impossible to-iéolate one set of circumstances or cause above ell

‘others because religion is integrally involved in the whole inter-

- 1J. Milton Yinger, Religion, Soclety and the Individual (New
York: The Macmillen Company, 15315, Pe T» ;

2Ibido’ Pe 2650



active system of aooiéty.‘l
S , : B
In this dissertation we will be governed by the epproach of

. Yingér«and Muelder, p;ogeeding on the premise thet Christianity as a

major religion is an:aaﬁect of Angolen society; our task, therefore,
is not to justify nor to question its presemce, but to study its
response‘td the selected issues invglved. |

For our purposes then the problem of the dissertation will be

an attempt to ééfing, analyze, and evaluate the social response of “

. Christianity to slave trade, forced labor; and nationaliem in Angola.

Foremost to the problem of this dissertation are two questions: First,

®yhet were the factors which influenced the response of Christianity

" to the selected issues?® and second, “Were the responses of Christi-

anity to the selected'iseues unequivocal?® On the first question the
study will focus on the relation of church and state, the problem of

motivation, the predicament of the colgnial situetion, the time factor,

and the issue of Africenization. An importent aspect of the second

quéatioh~w111Abe‘the problem of choice, directing our attention to the
dilemmas which confronted Catholicism and Proteatanﬁigm‘as each formu-

lated its response to slave labor, forced labor, and nationalism.

2. Definitions
In this study we are coqecious of two social currents: fi:qtt‘

the intrueison  of external sécial forces into the traditional society,

lﬁalter G. Muelder, Msthodism and Societ in the Twantieth
- Qentury (new York: Abingdon Press, 1961), p. 58%.
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an& secon&, the social fofces'operating within the traditional societf.
By definition, the primary concern of thiaustudy'eill be on one of the
external socie.l, i.‘orce“e« (Christianity) and its response to the selected
social issues of elevery, forced labor, and nationalism.

The social response of>chris£iahity will involve a study of
its institutional as well as its individual expression to the selected
;:suee of the dissertation. Inetituiionelly,vit will include the
missionary moéement, Catholic and Protestant, and the indigehous chu;eh.
Individually, it will refer to a person who identifies himself with a

Christian organization, either with a missionary society or the in-

*digenous church.

The term ®response®™ is commonly applied within e context of
®stimulus® and ‘respense‘, or, to use the terms of Arnold Toynmbee,
: 1 » ,
that of %challenge® and ®response.® As in Toynbee's study of the

history of eivilizations, we shall be concerned Soih with the forces

“which make up the"challenge‘ and the "response™ of the institution

or individual to the challenge .The response, in this cese, may be
maximal or minimal,,positive or negative. It may %3;9 take a ‘form
of withdrawal, acceptanoe, resistance, protest, or indifference. In
this reapect one of the ‘problems uill be to clarify the types of

soeial response.™ A recent study by & social scientist, Egbert de

" Vries, clagsified a “social response® according to & concept which '

1Arnold J. Toynbee, A Stud of History, Abridgement of Vblumes
-VIéby D. C. Bomervell (London:' Oxford University Press, 1947),
PPe 0"79.



in;olved change, such as “prime mover, catalyst, and inhibitor.'l

They are useful concepts, though et the same time, they have their
1£mitations. For example, there is a tendency to identify “prime
mover® or a “catalyst® as social agents of the 'oeerriding effect

of dynamic, 1ndustrializin§, ;xpansioniat society in the west,® and

to link an “inhibitor® to the “traditional, slowly changing societies
in Asis, Africa; anéﬁ}atin America.‘a Bubsequently, fbr our purposes,

. the concepts of Egbert de Vries will be dissociated from their norma-
tive definition and used within the following questions: “How did
Christianity reependia "thy did it reapondf“ "What was its response?®
An thiﬂ'way "social respohse' wil} be placed in an empirical end histori-

- eal comtext.

S Iimitetiona

In a‘broad sense most of the completed works on the religious
situation in Angola are in the realm of a general history of Cathoiic
or Protestant miseions. Although the present study will deal with a
historQ_of missions in Angola (Chapter II), the historical feature
will be limited. Inatead; ihe pajor emphasis will{facus on ?he gelected
social ieeuee_of slave labor,'fbrced labor, and nat{gﬁelism; the ﬁiatori-
cal aspect will be related to these aociel iseues. Specifically, the
study will attempt to 1ift out the historical circumstances which re-

late to the selected social iseues, beginning from the initial landing

1Egbert de Vries, Man in Rapid Social Change (New York: Double-
day and Gompa.ny, 1961). Pe 25'

M-. Pe 260



of the.fbrtuguese explofers on the Congé estuary in 1483 to the year )
1962, Subsequently;'the study will attempt to interpret the secial
response of Ghristi;nity to the social issues within e historicel
situation, consciogs‘of the fact that the effects and responses of
Catholicism end Protes£antism are condition;d ﬂy the historical con-
toxt. 'A 7

Besides the limitations in the historical aspect, the study =
" will be limited to three social issues, forced labor, slave labor,ﬂ‘
and nationaliem. This is not to say that these selected issues were
the only social problems which concerned Christian groups in Angdla.

* The focus on slave labor, forced labor, and nationalism is due to

two reaéone: first, the problems are interrélated, presenting -similar -
“ soclological probleﬁs; and second, the fhrée iséues pose like situations
which raise the question of choice.

Also, thougﬁ we recognize the influence of Africen traditional
religion, the study is confined to the responses of the two Christian
feligiqus socletles, Oatholic and Protestant. The reason for this
limitgtion i; presented. in the section 6n;definit&§99, the piimgry(
concern 53 our investigation being e study of extérhdl rather than
of internal'fbrces opefating in the traditional society. Furthermore,
a8 noted in the title of the dissertation, the study will be limited
geographically to one of the African countriéa, Angoia. It will also
be limited by the available material, an obvious one being the inac- i

cesslbility of the archives in lisbon, Portugal, for materiel on



Oatholic missions.

4. Previous Research in thé Field
Studies of the religious situation in Angole are limited.

From a historical approach two published works are invaluable. The
l

first is Angola: The land of the Blacksmith Prince by John T. Tucker,

end the other is Portuguese Africa by James Duffy.2 The former is a

description of Protestant missions and the letter devotes a éﬁap‘ber _

to the history of the missionary movement in Portuguese Africa.

Two other studies on one ethnic group are also pertinent. They

~ are Umbundu Kinship and Character by Gladwyn Childs ,3 and a Master's

thesis, “The Planting and Nurturing of Christianity Amongst the Umbundu

Speaking Peoples of-Ango_ll_a;;"by Hugh Angua Becl:‘mg.4

Another invalueble source for this research ie & recent publi-

cation in Portuguese, a two volume study of Protestantism in Africe by

.~

a professor at the ILisbon Oenter of Political and Social Sciences, Josd
Jflio Gongalves, who surveys the work of Protestantism from thé Roman

Catholic positio‘n.5 ‘An evaluation of Professor Gongalves' study will
LEN T

- E)

. 136hn 7. Tucker, Angola: The land of the Blacksmith Prince
(London: World Dominion Press, 1953).

2Duffy, OPe cit.

5Gla.d\slyn M.. Ghilda, Umbundu Kinship and Gharaoter (London. .
Oxford University Press, 19159) '

4Hugh Angus Becking, "The Planting and Nurturing of Christi-
anity Amongst the Umbundu Speaking Peoples of Angola.,' STM 'nzesi.s
(New York: Union Theological Seminary, 1961’). '

5J‘oae‘ Julio Gongalves, Protestaxrbismo em Xfrica (2 volss

Lisboa: Oentro de Eetudos Pol¥ticos e Socials, 1960).
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be incorporated throughout the study.

5. Method of the Dissertation
The principal method of this study uili be historical-socio~
logical. The historical aspect‘will be concerned with time, place,
;nd events; the soclological will deseribe the social behavior of
institutions and peoples. The study, however, will not only be con-
cerned with the‘gollection of histofical and soclological date on =
events and institutions, but‘will relate the time, place, evenéa, and‘*
.the behavior of institutions and peoples to the selected issues of
the study.
" Although the study will primerily be historical-sociological,
£he dissertation will also be a qritical examination of the norms
., inherent in the missionary enterprise. This aspect will be evaluative,
a philosophical reflection Qﬁ the responses to the aims of both Catholi-
clsm and Protestentism.
The sourcea'for these methods will be in Portuguese and English.l
Of the historical sources in Portuguese, we call attention to the Boletim
do_Governor-Geral de Angola, Angola by Alfredo de A1§§§uerque Felner, -

L )"

.Ensaios by Jos€g Joaquim Lopes de Lima, Curso de Miasionolog ‘by 8ilve

Rego, Documentos by Paiva Manso, Histdria do Oongo Portugués by H. A. E.-
Felgas, and Histdrie de Angola by Ralph Delgado. Of the historical

- sources in English, wé refer to Portuguese Africa by James Duffy,

Angola: The Lend of the Blacksmith Prince by John T. Tucker, Umbundu

Lgee Bibliography for publisher and date of publication.
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Kinship and Character by Gladwyn M. Childs, Salvedor de S¢ and the

Struggle for Brazil and Angola; 1602-1686 by 0. R. Boxer, and to the s
humerous repdrts. miséionary lettera,manu;cripta, issues of The Mission-
ary Herald_whicﬁ'are located in the library end archives of the American
Board of Gommissionefs for Foreign Missions. | - N

Of the sociological sources in Portuguese, the investigation
vwill depend on the studies coﬁducted by the Estudos de OiSncias Pol¥-

. ? b
ticas e Sociais of lisbon, & study series including works on sociologys

anthropology, and political science. Statistics for this study will

be taken from the 1960 issue of the Ammdrio Estat¥stico de Angola.

of the eoclological sources in English the dissertation w;ll rely on

" the atudy by Gladwyn Childs end by Vilfred Hambly of the Chicago Mﬁamaa~\
of Natural History on the Ovimbundu. On specific issues }uch as slave
lebor and forced labor, the study will depend on the'rep;rts of Heﬁry
Nevinson, E. A. Ross, William Oadbury, and Basil Davidson. On the -
recent events assoclated with neationalism, the study will use tE?

reports issued by Protestant missionlsocieties vorking iﬁ Angola.

6. Procedure of the Dissertétion : -

.>'f !

Ihe atudy will have three aspects: ¥first, an understanding
of the hiatorical background vhich 1nc1udes, on the one hand, a history
of the misaionary movements in Angola vwhich is treated 1n Chapter II, .
and on the other, a descriptive and analytical account of the histori-
cal circumetanoes of each social issue in Chapters III, IV, V, and VI.

In a time lineISequence Chapter III, which focuses on the slave trédé,
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Awili spen the years from thie beginning of the seventeenth to mid-niné-

teenth century; forced labor, the topic of Chapter IV, will include the
years from mid-nihetéenth to mid-twentieth ;entury. Chapters V and VI
which deal with nationaliem will record the events from‘late fifteenth
century to the year 1962, |

A second aspect will bera study of the effects of the social issue
on the traditional gociety and on Christianity. Its effects on the tra-
ditional society will encompass the following aspects: population, péyé;
structure, kinahip,>and commerce. Its effects on Christianity will vary
according to the traditions of Catholicism or Protestantism.

A third aspsct will relate Ghriatianity to the response which it

]

.makes to each social issue. Again, the type of reéponae which Christi-

anity mekes will vary accogding to its tradition. On the oné hand, the
close ties which Catholiciam héa with the state will often preclude its
response to the soclal issue. On the other hand, the isolation of Protes-
tantism from the state and from the culture of the colonial government
will shape the kind of response which it mekes to the social iséﬁe.
Essentially the dissertation is a case study. This limits its
scope, but we are conscioué, as in Mhlinowsg§7; study of the Trébriand
Islanders, t;at we learn much from a study of a singlé society, recog-
nizing tha{ there'are universal social patterns operating in éll gocie~

1 -
ties. If this is true, the historical context which affects all sociel .

YBrontsleu Malinowski, Magic, Science and Religion, and Other
Eaaaxsr(ﬂbw York: Doubleday, 1948), p. 10. .
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issues and its effects on the type of response which Christianity makes
to each social issue, ié not unique in Angole; it is relevant to other
Africen countries. Fbrﬁexample, none of the social issues, slave trade,
forced labor, eand nationalism, is peculiar to Angola; the issues are
common to meny African socletles.

The study will begin with a description of the historical
background of the missionary movement (Chepter II), Catholic and Protes-
tant, in Angola;> Succeeding chapters focus on the issues of slave - i
labor (Chapter III), forced labor (Chapter IV, nationalism: histori-
cal factors (Chapter V), and modern netionalism (Chapter VI). An ‘

" evalustion of the response of Christianity to these selected lasues

will be the concluding chapter.




i. Pnaseé of Penetration

w

- GHAPTER II
 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
In the introduetory chapter we notgd that an understanding
of the ﬁietorieal context is essential to the problem of the dissor-
tation. To accomplish this our procedure will be to provide e gener—- ‘
al imtroduction to a historical background of the pemetration of -
Christien missions in Angola, and then to relate the historieal

context to each selected issus. Chapter II will focus on the former,

“the story of the penstration of Christian missions in Angola. The

" aim of this chapter is to give the reader a panorama of Catholic..

and Protestant misei.dnary movements from the beginning of colonization

in the fifteenth to the present era of the twentieth century.

1.. Oatholiciem

Oatholicism is an integral part of the colonial policy of the
Portugueae. Prince Henry the Navigator's \Df?amiliar aloge.n ®to plan‘t
the oross on every heamllemd'1 was ingrained into the hearts of every
sailor vho left his ho;neland to discover new lands for his lking and
church. For bthese early navigators oiﬂlization and'ﬁinatimty N
wont hand in hand; a ' characteristic view of the middle ages, the

prince belng responsible for the religion of hie subjecta. Not only:

l’rucker, Angolaees, p. 28. -
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waq‘Priﬁcé,Heﬁry's slogan woven into the fabric of Portugal's colonial
policy, but it was bolstered by Christian g;aéfonaries who hoped to
convert the heathen f§r the Pope. For a.clearer understanding of
this history, the periods of penefratioh are divided into four phases.

Success and Exploitetion.- The first period reflects the

fifteenth century idea of “Christianizing® the world under the coat
of arms of the Portuguese royal court. It was not surprising, there-
fore, to hear of Oatholic friars in the early days of exploration -

by the Portuguese in the Congo estuary. The friars were welcomed .

in the traditional outburst of African enthusiasm; carriers were

provided, food offered, and the paths were cleared and strewn with

- leaves as & sign of welcome. Rows and rows of Africans lined the

paths. Aa one Portuguese writer records this event: ®Not a tree nor
a ralsed place but was covered with people eager to see thess atrahgers
who had brought this'new religion.'l -

, In a few years the effofts of the friars brought some v%eible
fruit. -About the year 1489, six years after the first landing of the
Portuguese explorer, Diogo.cﬁb, the chief ogg?he Congo estuary, Mveni-
Songyc,:mus baptized. Two yeara,iaier the ;iﬁg of Cot;go2 and his

wife vere baptizéd) receiving the names of the reigning lking and

1Qnoted~in Tucker, p. 28..

2Geographica1 limitations of the Congo lkingdom were roughly
four rivers and the Atlantic Ocean: the,angp in the north, Dande in
the south, Cuango in the east, and the Atlantiec Ocean in the west.
The borders of Angola (Ngola) kingdom, on the other hand,
woere the Dande River in the north, the Cuanze River in the south,

“the Cuango River in the east and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.



queen of Portugal, John and Eleanor. After the baptismal ceremony,
the newly baptized king and queen laid the ‘foundations for the church

known as the Egreja da Vera cruz‘(The-Ohuréﬁ of the True Oroas).1

Strengthened by all the magic of the baptismal ceremony, the king

took up arme and attacked his traditional enemy, the Bateﬁe, 'ﬁnd

administered a crushing defeat.® This brave act_enhénced the prestige

of the king and linked the new power with the coming of the Portuguese

and the Christian religion. ) .
This early Qictory for Christienity was not sustained for

long. Internal feuds and rivalries split the.royal family and the -

Christian emissaries were helpless in the struggle for power._}Further*

. more, malaria and dysentery took their toll amohg the Catholic friars,

and, by the end of the sixteenth cantu}y, only a handful remained.

But work in the Congo was not forgotten by the Catholic church. In

1596 the Diocese of the Oongo and Angola was established to boiater\

the missionﬂry,effort. Through-a lack of local leadership, the hier-
ﬁtchi ﬁaéﬂoccupied meinly by Europeané, and the presiding Biaho;,

Manuel Baptiata,”often complained of the hardahip; endured by the_
European clergy. In 1§12; writing to the &g'of Portugal, he question-
ed the ‘aao;;fice made by European Fathers in the unhealthy climate
amidst & people so varisble in their faith.'5

Eight years gftqi the creation of the Diocese of the Congo . .

o 2
 tucker, p. 29. : “Ibid.

JQuoted in Duffy, p. 115. —
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and Ahgolé, 't;he reigning ling of the Congo, Dom Xlvaro II, sent an embas-
8y to Roms to plead for more miasionariles. ~ Dom klve.ro's pleas were re.—
ceived with grest. sympathy and a3 a result the Vatican created the Apos-
tolic Prefecture of the Oongo. For this work the Vetican selected the
Ttalien Oapuchin friars who wers to work under tho Bishop of the Congo.
This aroused resentment within the hierarchy of thre Portuguese datholic
church, creating a gulf between the Portuguese government and the -
talian capﬁchin' Society. When the first mission arrived from Italy, P
Lisbon authorities }emsed it permission to enter the Congo. The

second group of friars surmounted this obstacle by seiling direotlf for
%he Congo, by—passing lisbon and the Portuguese government. Further re-
. enforcements were sent by the Vatican in the following Years end this
incre,a'ae of _fo;'eign missionary personnel alarmed the Lisbon ;fﬁéials.
Portugal wae incensed at the usurping of her rights of religion in.

the Congo and the inctmbent king, Jodo IV, made a protest to the Pope
on this infringement of Portuga,i's rights.l At the same time t}ie Dutch
had entered I.uanda, and these two factors, the presence of the Dutch
and tﬁe -fomi;n represlenta.tivea of the Qath@%q church, endg@éréd.
Portugal's territoria} rights in this part of West Africa. But this
dangef was averted vhen Portugal called on Salvador Correia de B8«

to oust the Dutch from Iuanda. In the wake of victory by Salvador de
8«, the hand of the king of Portugal was strengthened and he ordered -

Silva Reio, Qurso de Missionologia (Lisboa.. Ag&noia,Geré.l

do Ultramar, 1956), pp. 278-281.
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the Italian Capuchin friars to swear alleglance to the Portuguese

. __ ‘ 1
flag. Under the threat of eéxpulsion, the Capuchin friars acquiesced.
All religious work was now under Portuguese authority. A new phase

had begun.

Growth and'_i_zxiertia.- Under Portuguese suthority, the work of
Catholic missions was :éubject to the policies of the colonial power.
One of the effects in#ol‘vedr e shift of missionary emphasis from the
Congo to Luanda. In 1716 Luenda was mede a Bishopric of Angola, .
separating it from that of the Oongo in Sdo Salvador. The chenge of
locale was the reaﬁlf of the slave trade aﬁd the increased activity
sin commercializetion. From the emall .‘tfeginnings of a chapel on the

igland e.tta?hed to the city of Luande huhich Paulo Dias found when he
arrived in 1575, the work increased with the concentration of Jesuit
activity in this J.ocality. ‘ A second effect was an increasing mﬂuence
of the Jesuits in the cultural and political 1life’of Dnendws For -

- example, the Jeéui.ts established & college during the seventeetzth

. oentury which was the prime educational element for the mulattoas,'
Europeans, and a handful of Africans in {;lggc;lty of Luends. Moreover(
the control of the educated “elite® in the hands of the Jesults often
cauaéd tensioﬁ between the administrative officials of the govermment
and fhe réligiou‘s society. -At times the Jesuit fathers seemed to
control the g’o’vermnent’-of Imanda through thelr reiigious and edu-

cationsl influence which often went contrery to the wishes of both

-

1811va Rego, p. 280.
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. government ‘end Buropeen residents in the sity. A third effect on
Catholic missions during this phese was t.he‘.engagemezrh of the Catholic
fgtﬂers in the slave ‘t'i-ad_e whi‘éh conflicted with *l;he int.erests of
govermment officials and Europeen negotiators. The Jesuits became a
competitive factor in. this luerative trade.l

A fourth result wes thet a challenge to Portuguese rule by
another nntion also meent & threat to Catholic missions. For instance,
the occupation of the Dutch in 164l severely interrupted the religious. -
activity in Luande. | The governor and most European residents, in-
cluding the Catholic fathers, fled the capital.a Schools and monas~
teries were 9loaed. But these were restored when the Dutch eapitulated
-in 1648, seven years after ’the_ occupation of Luanda. Goverment of-
ficials encountered ma.ny problems during the ensuing period of resto-
ration. The imed;ate obstacles were lack o'f funds, inertis, and the
run-down- condition of govermmental buildings. Further difficulties -
arose in the govermment's efforts to punish the African chlefs v:ho
sided with the Dutch during the eccupation of Luande. =

A fifth effect’ of jhhié tie between @ugch and stete during
this.-phase wes that when the Portuguese state 'negl,ec‘t,ad‘ its colony,
religious activities suffered. For example; the middle of the eight-

to her resp;nsibilities in Angole. The small core of Oatholic

‘Islilva,, Rego, p. 288f.

: 2 : . '
: . Henrigue GalvEo and Carlos Selvagem, Impdrio Ultramarino
Portuguss (Lisboan: Emprese Nacional de Publicidade, 1952), I1IL, 58.
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?;preaeﬂtatives endured ma.ny hardships in her West African colony;
climate, dyaer;i;ery,/and malaria also toolé their toll among the Catholic
fathers. Inertia 1ﬁcreased. with the disbanding of rgligious sociei;ies
in Portuguese Africa in 1834 By the middle of the ninsteenth century
much of the 1nitiai thrust of this phese was dissipated. Only five
priest-a remained; two in Luanda city, two in the parish of Luands,
and one in Bengm:ala..1 The low ebb in the 1life of Catholic missions
continued until the errival of the French Order of the Holy Ghost in -
1865 when enother phase began. Lo

Re-activation.- The arrival of the French Order of the Holy

s Ghost imtroduced a new factor; a co-operative relationship of the
Vatican with the Portuguese goverrment which proved fruitful. _W'.[.'his
was not easily accoinpliéhed, however, for when the Vetican recognized
the low ebb of the missionary sctivity in West Africa, the office
turned. first to the Oapuchins‘ who had elready been working in the
Congo. But their effort to recruit more members within the Qgpuchin
Order was not successful. The Capuchins, recaelling their experiences
in the Congo, were not too eager to resu@i work which was frustrating,.
not only in the physical hardships, but elso in the-unreceptiveness

of fhe Lisbon govermment to the work of the Bociety. The Vatican
then turned to the Holy Ghost Fathers for eid in 1865.2' In the
beginning the Holy Ghost Fathers were looked upon with suspicion by T

the Portuguese goverrment because of their ties with the Vatican.

X 2 :
lnu.ffy’ po 120- - Rego’ PP. 302"'505-
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But ghex; ’the Fathers e.'grﬁed to be under the jurisdiction of tixe Bishof
of the Congo instead of the offices of the Propagands Fide in Rome,

& more underéﬁandiné relationship developed.- Eventually the Portu-
guese goirernment. aptively co-operated with the Holy Ghost Fathers

and willingly agreed to the work of the Soolety, even to the payment
of pe.s'sage money for the members.

The Fathers not oniy paved the Wway to a better understanding -
of & foreign\'r'eligious socisty with the colonial govermnment, but tﬁéy
also pioneered in the work in the interior. Many attempts had been
made by the Capuchins and Jesuits in propagating the faith to thé
® people in the hinterlands but their efforts were not sustained; they
were moi'e successful in some yeers than in others. One of the suc-
casses was the open;tng of a new area in the program of evangelization
in the highlands of Angola, especially in the Hulla District in
southern Angola. Here, the Holy Ghost Fathers initiated schools to
* trein artisans and their mmerous industrial graduastes contributed
grpatiy to the bullding program of the govermment. In conjunction
witﬁ their educational program they alsc@gﬁtampted to train t’a.n: in-
digenbﬁs slergy but candidates were few and progress was slofv. of
the ma.ny enérget;.ic, men of the Holy Ghost Society, the neme of Father
Duparquet stands out. His unbounded energy extended the work of the
Fethers as far as ‘the Zambezd River.- High tributes have besn giv;éz; N

to Father Duparquet and his work by both govermment officials and

lmc‘ker’ P 35-
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Eufﬁpeén fesidents,«althogéh in the begimning he was not too well
fece;ved‘becauee he chempioned the rights of Africans. The govern—
ment §nce considered the Holy Ghost Fathers as a- threat to the Portu-
guese image which they hoped to create in their West African colony.
On the contfary, the-Holy Ghost Fathers served as d catalyst to expand
the work of Catholic missions and colonial occupation beyond the

coastal areas.

By

Set Back snd Expansion.- The third period of expansion was .
halted when World War I and internal dissensions erupted in Angola
and in Portugal. In Angola the 1902 Bailundu revolt against the

1
<government spread beyond the district. Catholic missionaries helped

- government authorities to pacify the rebellion. At that time the,

government appreciated the efforts of the missionaries, but this was

speedily forgotten a year later. Apparently the influence of the

' missionaries was feared by state officials and in 1903 Oatholic prelates

¥ho also acted as .state functionaries were stripped of their offices.
s . a .
According to a worker in that period the officials “mede life a hard
, : 2 -
and bitter one for them.™ :
- In Portugal the revolution of 1910 ushered in-a new era. The
oloséAlink between chureh and state was shattered; the government
ordered all religious establishments in Portugal to be closed, under~-
mining the financial support of Oatholic mission ectivities in Angola. -

The rights of religious organizations to work in Angole, however, were

‘ s | y
lchilds, pe 211, . Quoted in Tucker, p. 33,
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proteeted.by the Berlin Gohference of 1885 and the English-Fortuguese
Preaty of 1891.1 Four years after the revolution of 1910, VWorld War I
broke out, affecting ma.ny &tholiq’@.ssions in Angola. For instance,
the wars in southern Angola against the Germans who lived in neigh-
boring South West Afriea disrupted the deily routine of Catholic
missions. WYhether they wished it or not, Catholic priests were caught
in the fire between the Germans and Portuguese. The outbreak of war
brought famine and ‘hunger in that regi.on.2 The twenty year period, .
marked by & world war and internal rebellions, wrought much hardship
on Catholic missions. By the end of World War I Catholic resources
“were exhausted; they needed to recuperate from the devastating effects
of the battles.

Fortunately, the years after World War I brought some respite;
a much more favorable climate ensued for Catholic 1:1:!.38.1.:311:3«3 Attitude; '
of hoatility and indifference were replaced with active co-operation.
' Govermment support of schools and the establishment of hospitals and
dispensariés under Cathelic missionary auspices increased the scope
of their activities. By the advent ‘of ttgﬁgéalazar regime in 1932,
the #iéa between church and state were cemented, altHough on the local
level there were meny clashes of power between administrators and 4

pi'iesta. Yet, progrems of extension and colonization 4nvolved the

“duardo Horolra, Tus Simifiomes of Furtugsl: A Burvey of
the religious situstion (Londont = World .Dominion Press, 1953), p. 9.

2thilds, p. 211. mcker; p. 33.
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church. ﬁew_ colonizing pfoject included a Catholic chapel and
priest to administer to the needs o;f‘the colonos. Bchools were
entrusted to Catholic missions and sﬁbsiﬁies were granted to run
these establishments. With greater control of the country by the
si'.ate, there was also a concomitent strength in the positlion of the
Catholic ‘ehurch; from this time onuard the idea of a Catholic state

1
became a part of Portuguese colonial policy.

" 4i, Motivation

e

Religion wes one of the basic motivations for Portuguese ex-

ploration, others being a discovery of a new trade route to India and

_the finding of gold, and the contaimment of Islam in North Africa. The

religious element was erhanced by the myth of Prestor John and his

.mlr:tst.’;.an kingdom in Africa. Prestor John 'was supposed to have been

,a‘i:'riest aﬁd king in the 1100's whose powers extended over the presemt
Ethiopian lf:!.ngdom.~ European d:xrist{ejn i-ulers hoped to use Prestor

;Iohxi as 8 link between a pagan world and the Glristie_.n world of“Europe.
A Poftugue,aé historien, Marcello Caetano, ’in his book Portugal e o '
Direito Colonial Inter,nabipnal, explains é!?i’s early religious motivation

Adriano Moreire, Portugalls Stand in Africa (New York:
University Publishers, 19625 s Dp. 89-92.

in this way! the international Europeen society identified itself with

8 communmity of nations which was Christisn, aiming for an orgenic,

" morel and political unity. The dream wes to install the Pope as the B '

Supreme Governor of this commmity. The task of the temporal nations

1ike Portugal was to implement and extend this community all over the

1
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world. The.Pbpe; beingvthe_visible head of Christianity, was the”chiéf
of the international society of potential_chriatians.l This dream of
®Christienizing® the worid by a temporal powér never faded. In effect
the Portuguese policy of civilizing was equal to Christienizing. Té
Christienize meant to civilize; £o civilize meant to Christianize.
But how could the Europesn church carry out its program to

Christianize? Close éb-operation with the state was one avenue.
This varied, of course, in each locality, but within the hierarchy,
co-operation between church and state was an official policy. nOften )
Catholic priests acted as functionaries of the state, which caused a

good deal of friction on the local levels In effsct this right was
cirtailed after tﬁeminternal rebellion in 1902 when the government
&eprgved the misai;nariee of the right to act as functionaries.> Yet,
. the idee of co-operation between church and state was never questloned.
Oivilian officials reacted negatively only vhen the functionaries of
- the church usurped theirﬂfighté to govern the indigenoué population.k
But often the dividing line between the religious and secular duties
was blurred. For instence, the right to recruit labor in the Catholic
villages was often resisted by the prieats{ﬁﬁspbcially among th; lay
Oatholiclleade:s. Or fhe right to free movement frbﬁ/;;é village to
another was goéerned by civilian officials who restricted African

.Oatholic workers to designated arems. However, these cases were

. IMarcello Caetano, Portugal e o Direito Colonial Internacional
(Iisbom: Centro de Estudos Pol¥ticos e Socieis, 1948), pp. 15f.

2
. ‘l‘ucker,_ &EOI&..., Pe. 53.
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infrequent. ' Tensions arose ﬁxost when European Catholic priests.
championed the cause of Afrieans against loecal eivilian officials.
Often the question of tﬁé right of land heigl;tened this conflict.
This_occurred in northe_rn Angola in the coffee region. But the common
pattern was a ci,ose co-operation between church and state. Eaeh used
the other f‘or its own purposes; the church used the state to establish
its own organization; the state used the church to keep oxA'der‘and
colleot taxes. Ai’ticle 27 of the Colonial Act of 1930 states: * "The B
Catholic missions overseas, instruments of civilization and national
influence, shell have juridical persenelity and shall'be protected ‘
“and helped by the state as institutions of education.“l

In the eyes of the Catholic mission the object of co-operation
with the state was to establish  universal Ghristian community, uti-
’ lizing the locel church es the means t6 achieve this end. In essence,
for Catholicism, to Christianize meant to esteblish an institution.
 The organizational structure of the church was European, the High Pope
as the ﬁegd of this international body.2 In this hierarchical structure,
the necessity of a clergy te minister to th%n’:mbers was apparent. In
meny respects_the 1n§titutiom1.a;pect wes easy to schiéve; a church
stmctufe vas n&t too hfﬂcult to erect. The difficulty arcse in
the filling out on the institutionsl structure with adequate clergy

end loyel members. The supply of adequate indigenous leéderehip was

Leinisterio das Goldnies, Acto Colonial, Decrsto No. 18:570,
8 de Julho de 1930, T#tulo II, Art. 24, translated by the present author.

zcae'tanOQ Pe 15-
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alwa&a dieabpointingly amali.l' Moreovef, the problems of compromise
with locai customs created many problems. Oanon Robinson wrote in

1915: "Some of the Jesuit missionaries preached earnestly against
polygamy and unchastity, vwhich the Africen clergy permitted, but they
vere not supported bylthe king or the court. After several alternations
of revival and retrogreésion the progression of Christianity began to

2
decrease,®

i1ii. Extent of Penetration
The effort to “plant the cross® in a non-western culture

directed Catholicism's initial thrust to convert the king and his
czurt. Subeehuengly, the ehb and flow of Christianity depended lafgely
ﬁpon royal patronage. The acceptance of Christianity by the Nhni-dbngo
. opened the way for the nobles of the Oongo court to follow likewise.
But with this royal link to Christianity the fortunes of Christianity
were at the mercy of the court. When the Mani-Congo died, a battle
for power ensued beiﬁeen the elder son who had accepted Christianity,
ﬁnd the younger son who did not accept it. In the court intrigues,
Afonso, the Christien prince, was exiled fo@$$en years accompanied by
two Pbrtuguesb priests. During these years Afonso was lﬁtored by the

two priests in western mamners and cuatoms.5 On his recall from exile

: IReBistanoe by African kinga to African clergy wasg one of the
factors. B8ee Chapter V.

Q.loted in Tucl(er’ Q}gol&..., Pe 51.

5Alfredo de Albuquerque Felner, Angola (Coimbra, Portugal:
Imprensa de Universidade, 1633), p. 117.



té_ oécupy the fhroné left vaca:rt.. by his father, Afonso took his lesrning
to court. - For awhile the friendly court atmosphere looked with favor
upon Christisnity. But® subsequent political quarrels on a successor

to the throne reversed this trend; after Afonso's deeth Ohristianity

no longer oocupied a fevorable position in the royal court.

In the meanwhile Catholicism's effort to recruit indigenous
leadership to carry on the mission work of the church was not successful,
the burden of proof for Christianity rested on the shoulders of foreign =~
priests. The unsuccessful drive to recruit leadership, coupled with
the diminishing number of foreign clergy, weakened the structure of -

- the churqh. By 1640 the Jesuit society could count only two priests
in the Congo ‘region‘ Even the addition of Italien Capuchin friars

did not add much to the strength of the Catholic church. Counting
both the Congo and Angola, the Capuchins in 1655 maintained eight

mi ssions, the majority being sm_all outposts of mission work. A visitor
to this area, a Franciscan monk, Jodo de Miranda, reported in 1781 thet
no priest had visited SSo Salvador, the capital, in eighteen yoars, .

Yet, by the statistica released by the Gapuohin soclety, their
work in the congo was impressive. According to Duffy, /100,000 baptisms
were reoorded by one priest from 1645 to 1666; ®1,750 by another in
forty days; 13,000 by Friar Giacinto di Bologna in 17475 340,000
baptisms and 50,000 mgrrj,ageé by ‘l_".he Capuchins together from 1677 to

' 1700.na 'Ma.ny are apt to be suspicious and conclude that these statistlcs

lpueey, po 117. 2rbid.
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were more for home consump‘t;ion than relisble criterie by which to

Judge the expansion of Christianity in the -Congo. If these figufes

were judged in the liéi1t of the fact that the work of the Capuchins
ended by 1880, there are two interpretations: either the figures

wore for propagenda purposes on the homefront to engender emthusiasm

for mission work or in the interim between 1700 and 1800 a great
cataastrophe ooocurred in the Christian community. None of the aveilable

Catholic sources such as 8ilva Rego's Curso de Missionologie memtions "

any calamity during this period within the Christian commnity, giving
credence to oritics who scoffed at the overblown figufes of the capﬁohins.l
Whatever interpretation one makes of these figures, the statistics fail

"to mention any effestive enlistment of Africen leaders for the Catholic
church. | | _

.The effect of this failure to recruit indigenous leade;-s ne-
cessitated a new approach; there was a change of em;)'haaia in Catholicism's
motivation. In the city of Luenda schools were the core of the.evange-
listic jrogram, touching the lives of many mulattoes and Europeans,
but_very few Africans. By 1716 there wererﬁaﬁ chapels or pariel; churches
scattered in Angola. During the eighteen:th century, mission wérk ex-
pandéd only as far as Buropean colonization took root, mainly in the
coastal towns. The coming of the French Fathers of the Hoiy Ghost

»Swuw1nm€ﬁuhof%eﬁﬁ%m&ommméweammtoﬁe”»“

work of the Catholics in the interior. From the nine or ten Fathers A

lpurey, p. 117.
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in 1800, thére. Were more'thah 125 p;i,esta. imns, e.nd41ay brothers

. working in Angola a dentury 19.1;91-.:l By 1955 there wéi-e 72 industrial
schools, having enrollments mumbering 888 boys and 368 girls. In the
primary schools there were 5;78'9' pupils, including s thousand gi.rl.c.a._a~
The enrollment of girls in schools ahbwed a considerable progress

of miseioﬁ vwork since the begimning of 1900. After World War I the
tempo of educational work by Catholic missions increased by leaps

and bounds. Mor;ove;, the close co-operation with the state'ls’ edu- .
cational program induced many Africans to join the Catholic chﬁrch,
Catholicism being the state religion. ﬁom this time forward the

" cfvilizing motive of the state took priority; the church seemed to

. serve as an agent of the state.

2. Protestantism

i. Phases of Penetration

Protestant missionary work in Angola had its begimning in
the sympathy for Africens and interest in them aroused by the reports
of David Livingstone and Henry M. Stanley. The résponse t§ thé‘appeala
by the various American and English missionﬁ bsards was 3pstanbaneoué.
For instamcef when the American B’oard of Oomiasionérs}for Foreign
Missions contemplated opening work in this areas, gifts poured in
from Austrie, India, Nove Sootis and the Sandwich Islands. People
" from all denominations offered finsmeiel aid. One of the first con-

tributors to this venture, an Episcopalisn from Boston, sent in his

: S \
lpurey, pe 117. . Tuoker, Augolass., pe 35



51

gift with this note: ®I am-‘éo deeply interested in this ventﬁre.
Should you alone, or in conjunction with the Presbyterien Board--
vhich seems to me delighi'.ful-—conclude to establish this mission I
will gladly give ssoo.,'“.1 |

Early Set Backs.~ The response of missionery candidates

was also encouraging, but the toll on the first groups was tremendous.
This becomes strikingly epparent as one visits Protestent missions

in Angola. For iiiste.r;ce, on the mission station in Bailundu in -
central Angola, thore are five tombstones. I'I‘he first has the following
inseription: “In loving memory of Thomas Henry Morris of London who '
'fell asleep in Jesus at Utalama 19 October 1889. Aged 36.% The

second has this inscription: PRichard B. Gall fell asleep 15th of .
Octof:er,b 1889. Aged 32 years.® The third has the following: “Mable
QMeans Stover Bﬁm ¥ay 26, 1888 Died Janvery 14, 1892. of suoh’;ls r}.he
Kingdom of Heaven.® The fourth has just this: "Louis Joseph Neipp
1900.® There is no inscription on the fifth tombstone.

The first two tombstones are those of two Englishmen, mis-
sioneries of the Brethren society. They drxg%v:d in Benguele, on’the
Angolan coast, by ship from England in the middle of September of
the yeaf 1889, Boon after they landed they started their journey up-
country where they hoped to begin their work on the Benguela plateau.
But during their trip they came down with malaria. A month after their

date of arrival in Africa, they were dead. The other tombstones are

1Quoted by John T. Tucker, Drums in the Darkmess (New Yorlk:
George H. Doran Company, 1927), ppe 57f.
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those of two children, daugﬁters of two Americen missionary families.

They too died of malarial fever. .

Beginnings end Expansion.~ The honor of being the first of
the Protestent bodies to open work in Angola lies with the Baptist
' 1

Missionery Society of Great Britain. Two ploneers, Comber end
Grenfell, who were missionaries in the Oameroons, began their first
journey to explore the possibilities of reaching out further than
their present work. In 1878 the two arrived at S88c Salvador where .
they were met by the reigning king, Dom Pedro V. According to the
Portuguese chronicler, Josd Jullo Gongalves, the succeass of the
Baptist Missionary Society in the Congo was the result of a lack of
discrimination of the loeal population between a Protestant and e

Catholic mission. Gongalves observes that the Protestant pastors,
"' Gomber snd Grenfell,

were able to surmount the local difficulties, especially the-
hostility of the local chief who was a Catholic, by obtdaining
the protection of the Congo King, D. Pedro V., and gained the
- loyalty of the Oongolese, who, perhaps initially, could hot

distinguish the difference betwaen a Protestant mission and

a Catholic mieai.on.z :

However, the friendship of the %né%"ﬂki'ng did not guarantee

e A

the safety ? Protestant missionaries. For instance, when the British

Gonqalves, II, 27. transle.ted by the preaent author.
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Baptist miasionariea, Comber and Hartland, attempted to find a rc;ute
to the Upper COongo, they were "attacked by an infuriated mob, and
driven back with meny wdv;mde and bruises, Mr. Comber himself being
shot in the back es they flenl.aI " Geographical barriers also hindered
the progress of Protestant mission work in the Congo; the swift currenteM
of Stanley Pool in the Congo River restricted the expansion of mission
work in the Upper Congo. Moreovey recurring boute of fevers plagued
the early Englis};lmiaaionaries; Mrs. Comber died of fever barely a -
month efter her arrival in S50 Salvador in 1879.
A year leter, in 1880, the American Board of Commlssioners for
‘ Fcfi*eign Missions sent a party to begin work among the Ovimbundu people
of Angola. Of the various candidates who offered their services three
‘men were selected: t'he. Reverend ¥. W. Bagster from Californle, the
Rev;erend Mr. Senders, son of an Aﬁerican Board missionery femily in
Ceylon, and Mr. 8. T. Miller, a former slave who was released by his
master after the Civil ¥ar.2 on arriving at Bailundu they enscountered
3

hﬁstilitj from two quarters, the Bailundu king” and Eur_opea.n traders
who feared the interference of Protestant mgiionaries on the sale
of rum to the "natives.® Ome of the American Board missionaries,
Mr. Bagster, wrote that ®we are hated by the traders, who would hold

a feast at the news of our destruction (I put it none too strong).f"h

2
lTucker, &Olaooo, Pe 40. Tucker, Druma_oao’ P 58.

5 See me.pt;er V.

4‘1‘he Miaaion of the American Boerd to Hest Contral Africa

(Boston- Americen Boerd of Commissiomers for Foreign Missions,' 1882), p. 65.
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Fever was also & disrupting factor in the eerly days; Mr. Bagster died
on February 22, 1882, only three months efter the founding of the first
migeion station at Bailun&u. But the Protestant missionaries continued
thelr mission work; one of their first tasks wes to learn the langusge.
Yet;, when some progress was made in this direction, the motives of the
American miésiona.riee were misunderstood by the local populece. For
instance, when the first school was started among the Ovimbundu in
central Angola, the pupils epplied for their pay from the mlasionaries
after the conclusion of the first J.eszson.:l There were meny discourage-
ments and only a strong physical fortitude and dedication enabled the '
Pirét Protestant missionaries to remein in Angola. As Mr. Miller wrote
in 1881, ®How can eny Caristian look upon tﬁe‘ privations of the people,
physical and spiritual, without being deeply impressed with e desire to
;mlp them‘t"a

In 1884, th;ee years after the arrivel of the American Board
missionaries in Bailundu, the Brethren Mission began its work on the
Benguela plateau.5 The plioneer of this mission was Frederick Stanley
Arnof, born in Glasgow, Scotland. He had co%&erable influence upon
Lewanika, the Afriocen chief of the Barotse. A year lateér Bishop
¥William fe.ylor aﬁd a party of missionaries from Americe began their
work emong the Kimbundu speaking peoples, making Imanda their first

,lmcker’ ﬂOl.apoo’ j:0 46. 2“3“ Central mca, P 74.
5Tucker, Angola.ee, po She '
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port of entry- hrto Angola. Their difficulties were greatly increased
by the necessity of‘ havi.ng to make a 1iv1ng on the field since their

~ eim was to establish a _9e1f-supporting mission work. They ocarried on

thelr work in this manner for twelve years whem in 1897 the Board of
Forelgn Miasions of the Methodist Episcopal Church took over the support
of the missionaries on & ®mmall salary basis.®

1897 saw the ‘establishment of the Evangelical Mission of
Angole. Throughout Angola the mission is kmown as the Stober Mission,. R
named efter its founder, the Reverend M. Z. St.ober.z The worlg was ”
begun on a non-denominaetional basis, supported by meny friends in
Englend, Beotland, and Wales. Mr. Stober began hie work among the
Kikongo speaking Africans in northern Angola. When Mr. Stober died,
the mission was turned over o 1ts nelghboring colleaguss, the Baptist
Missionary Society. Because of lack of finsncial resources, the British
Society appealed to the Canadian Baptist Missionary Society for aid in
1951. In 1954 the first Canadian Baptist missionary arrived on the
fie_ld tov‘fake over ;hhe work of the former Btober mission.

Tne year 1897 also saw the start of the Fhilafricalne mi.kmi.on.5
This work mey be called a by-product of thﬁk&thodist Episcopal mission
for the - founder was Hell Gnatelain who accompanied B‘lshop Taylor as the
specie.liat in’ linguistics. Chetelain, a Swies by birth, bu'_h‘ a natu-
raiized Amer:l.ce;i%x~ citizen, left Bishop Teylor in 1897 and establi.ahgd_ ‘

lmckﬁr’ EEO].&) seg Do 65f- 2Ibid. s Do —680

5Ibides p. 69
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an-indepe‘nd.ent mission station at Caluquembe in the south of Angola.
The. yforlc is supported mainly by friends in Bwitzerlaxid.

In 1910 the Christian and Missionary Allience began its work
in the Oabinde enclave on the mouth of the Congo Rivef. ¥Yhen the
Canadian Baptists took over the work of the Stober mission, the work
in Cabinda was also included, leaving the Missionary Allianoé to con-
centrate its work in the former Belgian Oongo. Four years later, 1914,
the South Africa General Missi;m, whose principal area of work from _
1889 to 1914 was in southern Africa, began its work.l In 1914 the
Reverend A. W. Bailey crossed over from Northern Bhodesia into southern
_._;vAngola to begin work in this vast and sparsely populated area. The year
of 1920 bro;zght vorkers from the United States end Canada %o bo]_.ugf.er the
meagre missionary staff at thet time. Thelr work has been most difficuit
because it crosses over many Africen ethnic groups.

The 1920'§ saw threé more mission soclieties: the Seventh-Day
Adventists in 1924, the North Angole Mission in 1925, and the United
Church of Oa.nada in 1927.2 The SBeventh-Day Adventists startedatheir
vork in central Angola while the North An, ola Mission focused. its
efforts near the town of Uige in the coffe: country. of northern A.ngola.
From the beginning the North Angola Mission followed Bishop Taylor's
idea of a self-supporting ehterprise. There were some éucceases, but
Mr. A. Patterson, one of the origindl founders, received support- from-- .

personal friends in England. Although Patterson's church ties are

* Ypucker, Angola..., pp. 70f. Ibid,
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wi‘l:'.h the Anglican church, his mi:ssio‘n does not receive support from any
Anglican missionary group. The third misgion society, the United Church
of Canada, although it had representatives in the work of the American
Board through the Oongregational Church of Canada since 1881, became
directly involved 1# the work as the United Church of (anada in 1927,
In 1950 the Assemblies of God began its work, concentrating
in the Gabela and Novo Redondo regions. Because of the hostlility of
the Portuguese missionaries of the Aassemblies of God to the-Oatholic, -
church and the sta;he, its work was closed in 1959. The state expelled
the missionaries and they were forbidden to return to thﬁt area. The
% indigenoua’ohurch, however, con‘tfinues to function and has requested
other mission societies to fill the vacuum. Official permission from
the government, however, has not been recelved and no other misslion
society has replaced the Assemblies of God.

Part of the hostility of Europeans to Protestant mission work
wes the religious factor; Porﬁxguese officials claimed that all sﬁbjects
of their colonial territories were “"dejurs Roman Oatholics.® =-JTc» the

_colonial government Protestantism was allen to the national character;
ofﬁ.cialsqclaimed that Protestant mi-ssion: ®denationalized the na.tives.'li
In a direct move to eliminate this danger, the government prohibited |
Protestant mission schools to teach the vernacular language under 1'.he~
edict of 1921, Decree 77. Under this law Protestant missions woere . --.

required to use Portuguese as the medium of instruction, supervised by

l‘l‘uékerg A_ngola....,_ PP 112¢.



a qualifiéd Portuguese citizen. Although Protestant missionaries
questioned the wisdom‘of Decree 77, they cgpformed to the provlisions
of the law, ;;cogniziﬂé that there was no other recourse; protests
could only lead to expulsion from the country. The government's ac—
cusation that Protes£ant missions ®denationalized the natives® not
only creéted tensions betwsen the Protestant church and the stats,
but between Catholicism and Protestentism.

Co-operative Efforts.- The number and diversity of these
foreign missionary ;ociéties made it necessary to create in 1922 an
Angole Evangelical Alliance, a co-operative svangelical organization.l
“The aims, functions, and basis qf membership are as fbllowg: To develop
- the Church of Ohrist in Angola, co-oFdinating the work of evangelical
churches and mission, promoting and maintaining cordial relations
with authorities; fostering good relations with the'evéngelical ohiurches
of Portugal and other countries. Membership méy be active, by_&eaoci-
ations of evangelical churches énd by missionary societies working in
_Ahgola# or associate, by Jfganizations vhose 'work is in harmon; with
thé aims §f the Alliahoe. Active members witp twenty or more-workers
(missionaries or ordained pastors or equiv;;ent) arafgntitled to send
two delegatea to conferences, those with less than twenty, only one.2

The advantpges of such a co-operative agency as the Evangelical

1
Gongalves, p. 254.

statuto da Alianga Eggggdlica de Angola, translated by the
present author.
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Alliance are several: first, it presents to the state a united non-
Roman religious front. The government prefers to deal with one central
organization rather than individual mission societies. The secretary of
the Alianga, acting on behalf of all Proteatant miesion groups, is em—-
povwered to make representationa to the state on mission matters such as
the legalization of mission property, certification of Protestant teachers,
and other legal matters. Second, the annual meeting of this body gives
a point of contact for all Protestant societies working in Angola. IﬂJ;g
strong Oatholie envifonment, the necessity seems greater for the various
evangelical groups to get together. Third, comity agreements are defined.
However, in the ;ast few years some of the missions have not folloyed
these agreemeets. | )

.;The effectiveness of the Evangelical Allience depends on two
«~ things: firet,'the personality of the executive secretary, and aeeond,
the scope of its ubfk. ‘John T._Tucker, the first executive secretary,
Buccesded in forming & united front of all the mission socleties in the
face of a strong Qatholic culture. On the second point, as long&ae the
Evangelical Alliance's work was strictly defined to co—operation uithin
non—dectfinal'efeae, the agency continued to‘Eunotien"hgrmoniouel§. The
Evangelical Ziliance was ineffective when it attempted to seek co-opor-
ation on a doctrinal easie; the views of the various peopies-in the
societies were too divergent. The creation of the Evangelical Alliance .-
S did not have as its purpeae a visible organic unity? it avoided member-
ship in co-operative societies as the International Miasionary Oounoil.

Therefore, 1t was not surprieing that when an attempt to associate the
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Alliaooe with the Worlti Oouncil of cimrche's'oame up, there were strong
objections by some of the co-operating members. Consequently, the move
toward that direction vas dropped and essociation with any world orgen-
ization was done through each society's parent body. '

Yet, the oomitf,; agreements within Angola among the various
mission groups have eliminated, to a large extent, the divisive evils
common in many other mission fields. However, the divisions are
oreations of foreign ooo:l.eties and are to be questioned as to their -
continued existence. African communicants of the various groups would

welcome a move toward: a visible unity. Sociological factors such ao

" mobility of population, the use of the colonial language as the lingua

franca, and the 1noreaaing- pressure for nationalism and self-goverrment

have awakened Angolen Africens to think of unity. The increasing ex-

“ternal pressures will prod both missionaries and Africans to question

-

seriously the existence of the present state of separateness.

1i. Motivation

The diversity of Protestant mission societies makes .it diff‘icult
to talk of & common motivation. In genoralfghouover, thore are two
domina.n{'. motivations for mission work. The first is evangelistic and
the second is htmanitaria.n.l This is in direct contrest to the avowed
aims of the Romen Gatholic church whi.ch 1inks the interests of the

gtate with missionary aotivity. Adriano Moreira, Portugal's former

l¥ill1s Church Lamott, Revolution in Missions (New York: The
Mecmillen Company, 1958), pp: 11f.
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Over-seas Mi.n:l.eter, expresseé these sentiments in these words: %As for
Portugal, it haa‘ always been understood the.j. missionary work could not
be dissoclated from thé higher interesis of tl;e state, nor could the .
latter do without the faithful co-operation of missionization.'l

The Brethren, .Philafricaine,—e.nd the South Africa General Mis-
sions ceme to convert the.‘pagsms‘ to Christisnity, maintaining that
the 1iteral interpretation of the Gospel was nearer to God's truth than
the scholastic é.pprqach of the Baptist, Methodist, Congregational, and,u
the United Church of Canada Mission Soclieties. The Plymouth Brethren
is a faith mission and each missionary is responsible for his own sup-
port. They l}ave no general orga;ni:za.tion on the fileld, no required form
-‘of worship, and no ordained clergy. The Philafricaine and the South
Africe General Mission have more of en organizational structure, bu‘h
Africenization of their church organization is much slower thanveit'her the
Methodists or the Church Oo@oil in Central Angola which was esﬁablishod
by the American Board and the United Church of Cansda. A further differ—
ence 1s their view that they represent the “true® religion and ‘;he:l.r way
to salvation is more tfustvorthy. Lbreove&,\ﬂ_my coneider the -education-
al, msdical; ‘. and technological programs of mission work as externals
%o the preachiﬁg of the gospel in Aﬁica. They also tend to be more
exclusive. For instaﬁoé ’ this same group refused to e.coe.p'b'several

students from another mission society in one of their student-hostels - *

ll‘broim ? Pe 89.
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»ne;r a gdvernment high school on the grounds that outsiders would disrupt
their community. To propagate their own interpretation of the Bible,

the South African General Mission and the Philafricaine Mission by-
passed the Union Seminary in Dondi and established their own Bible
schools. |

Among the clessic Protestant mission groups the religious concern
was also channeled in the direction of alleviating human sufferings. In
Englend under the lesdership of Wilberforce, the desire to help Afri=
cans was linked with a social protest focused on the slave trade.

English church leaders engaged the help of the entire community to
= support the missionary enterprise, especially ®the members of the
- upper middle class, engaged in banking and similar occupationa.“%

Across the continent of North America, this humanitarian and
religious concern was brought out in the effort of mission boards to
secure proper ocandidates for the work in West Central Africa. They
sought 'pen of good, sound health and vigorous constitution, w}th round-
abou@ commén sense; men who have a purpose to accomplish, laré;, warm
hearﬁa, ready to deny themselves and to ?%Ef any sacrifice for the good

“of those gfound them.'2 In actnal miasion‘polioy Bishop Taylor of the
Mbthbdiat miesion was one of the first to practice this concern to help

Africans in their deily occupations. He and his followers engaged in

1 rames Stalker, “Evangelicalism,® Encyclopedia of Religion
and Ethics, ed. James Hastings, V (1921), 803.

2Tucker' Druma..., Pe 58-
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pit—sawing; cﬁttie ralsing, ‘and some agriculture. W%hen the Methodlst
Board took over the woric in 1897, strong industrial and medical work
was carried on.l ;

Yet 1ike Catholiciam, Protestant missionaries saw a necesslity
to0 build e church orga..nization to cafry out their evangelistie, medical.,
educationél and technological programs. This, of course, meant evolving
of rules for membership, the récruiting of leadership, the adoption of

s

e liturgy for worship, end the creation of a financlal structure. .

iii. Extent of Penetration

In the initial stages the effect of mission work on Africen
'iife was smail. British Baptists report that in November 1887, nine
years efter the beginning of their work in the Congo district, five
men were baptized into the church.2 The American Board ﬁission work
‘among the Ovimbundu in central Angola recorded seven members during
the seme number of yee_.x-a.5 But since 1910 there has been a phenomen;l
érowth in both church members and indigenous church leadership.c In
1910 the Americen Board listed 642 church members; in 1929 there were

,475, a grouth of over a thousand per cenf?\ Indigenous cbnrch norkers
in 1910 mmbered 180; in 1929 there were 1,541, a grc;\;.lt'x of 750 per cent.
Other mission boards recorded similar growth during this erg.h

The depression in the thirties curtailed many mission activi-

1Tucl§9r, &Olaooc’ Pe ‘61"- zIbido, P '1'"1-
51bid., p. 5l. ' b1pad.; p. 53.



ties, a cut;-back in pereonnei and program. Those were very lean years.
But after the 'depresaion further growth in the work was made. A com;
parison of the Angola church membership of 1950 and of 1959 recordsthis
increase. In 1930 there were 46,871 members; in 1959, 541,512.1 A
large measure of this érowth is due to the comity agree:ﬁent among
nission boﬁrds, based on ethnic and geographical lines. In this way
many of the fribal differences bdescribed by Sundkler in East Afrieca
faced by African Christians are mini.m:l.zed.2 : "
The non-political alliance of Protestantism to the state also
shaped this growth. Much time, money, and e‘nergy were chenneled toward
“secial welfare programs; in.many respects the Protestant church became
: distihct community within a Catholic environment. Chapter V and VI
on netionalism will discuss further this espect of the historiecal con-

" text.

S Sﬁmmgry
Chapter II l;me focused on the history of Catholic and Protes-
tant miaéionary movemgnta_ in Angola. From the outset we noted 'l':he
close . relationshi.p beiween the Catholic ch\@é‘h and the’Portuguese state,
the planting of the cross on every headland™ being an/:ntegral part
of the- colonial policy of Portugal. In the four phases which traced

the history of Catholic missions in Angola, the first was marked by

lAnudrio Estet¥etieo, p. 20.

Bengt Sundkler, The Christian Ministgx in Africa (I.ondon.
8CM. PreBB, Dﬁd., 1960)’ Po-: 1126




initiél success and exploitaiion. By 1596 the Diocese of the Congo
and Angola was ;stabliahed, the work beinqugpported by Italian Capu-.
chin friars. For awhilé, there were confli&ts of nationgl interests
between the Portuguese state and the Italien missionaries, but under
the threat of expulsio#, the Capuchin friars swore allegiance'%o the
Pbrtuguese>flag.

Tﬁe second phase was characterized by a further growth in the
initial years, due¢ largely to the support given to mission work by thé‘fJ
colonial state. A major preoccupation during this phese was the slave
trade, causing a shift of emphasis from 880 Salvador to Inmanda. The
" Dutch also disrupted Portuguese rule in 1641, Catholic fathers fleeing
Inanda during this period of occupation. By the middle of the nine-
teenth century, however, much of the initial thrgst had been expended.

The third phase was exemplified by the work of the French |
Order of the Holy Ghost and a co-operative relationship of the Vatican
- with the Portuguese  government which proved fruitful. The Holy 9host
fathers served as a catalyat to expand the work of Oatholic miss;ons
and colonial occupation beyond the coastal(%?eas. The fourth perlod
of expansion began with set backs, cauaed by World War-I.end internsl
unrest in Angola and in Portugal. But with the coming of some atability

in 1928, Cetholic mission work expanded rapldly under the aegis of the
Pbrtugueae 'NeW'Statéq‘ Each of the four phases reflected periods of - . °
.growth, retrogression, co-operation, and compétition with the state.

For Protestantism, the reports of David Livings;one and Henry

Stanley stimulated interest in Protestant mission work in Britain and



in North America. The first-Protestant soclety to begin work in

Angole was the British Beptist in 1878, followed a few years later byr

the Congregational, thhSdisﬁ, and Brethren Societies. By 1924 seven
other mission groups had established work in Angola. Iike Catholiec
societies, Protestant mission work also faced many obstacles. For
example, missionaries of the various Protestant mission boards often

met resistanée from the indigenous rulers and their subjects. Other
difficulties included the persistence of high fevers, the problem of ﬂ“Q
communication, the.hostility of government officials and European

traders, and the geographical obstacles of rivers and mountains.

As to motivations, Catholicism responded to the state's ob-
jectives of ®civilizing® and ®Christianizing.® More often than not.
Catholicism's motivation to ®Christianize® was secondary to the “ecivi-

alizing‘ aspect of Portugal's coloniel policy. For Protestantism, two
motivetions seemed important, the humanitarian and the “evangelizing.®
- The two motivations -complemented each other, but the humanitariag was
dominant. There was also the desire of Catholicism and Protestantism
to establish the institufion'of the church. E? a large extent the
energies of Qgtholicism and Protestantism weréjdirectedﬁin this di-
rectioﬁ. But tﬁey faced many difficulties, the greatest being the
lack of indigenous candidates for the clergy. For thise reﬁson much
of the thrust of Christianity in Angéié has been in the hands of Euro-
‘peans and North Americans.- -

The positions of Catholidism and Protestantisﬁ ;ithin the

colonial state often created dilemmas for each organization. Catholi-
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cism's link with the state confronted its hierarchy wiih a situation

by which the church's existence depended on the fortunes of the state.

On the other hand, the noﬁ-identificétion of Protestantism with the

national culture of the colonial state was a source of tension be-

tween Protestant mission groups and the Pbrtuguese gdverhment. This

dilemma will be a factor as we proceed in our study from one issue to

another, »
In the sucééedipg chapters the task is to relate these histori- -

cal-sociological circumstances in which Christianity found itself to

the selected issues of the study. The next section, Chapter III, will

deal with the social issue of the slave trade. As we study this issue

we ‘shall deél with the response of Christienity and explore the factors

which influenced it. Moreover, we shall be conscious of the problem

of choloce, introducing dilemmas for Catholicism and Protestantism.



CHAPTER III
SLAVE TRAIE

1. Introduction

i. European Scramble in West Africa

Initielly the growing sea trade of European nations focused
in the Far East, the incentives being the lumury items of silk, drugs, .
perfumes, and the tropicai agricultural products of sugar and spices.
" Africa's mode of living was not geared to supply silk goods, nor drugs,
nor perfume, but Africa could have pro@uced the tropical items of sugar
and spices. As a-matter of record Europeans did farm in West Africa
and attempted to harness the abundant African labor supply under the
plantation aysteﬁ. There Were three factors, however, which caused
Europeans to abandon their projocté. First, the climate was not -
healthy for Europeans; second, t?opical diseases took a heavy toll
among Europeans; and third, communic;tions between Africa and Europg'.
were not highly developed. ‘ﬁi '

But the Wbst African experimenﬁs were not in vein; indeed,
a8 the British hi:torians Oliver and Fage point out, the Spaniards
took the idea of the plantetion system which they hed initiated in
the Canary Islands and transplanted it to the West Indies. This was
also the case with the Portuguese; they transported the systems

developed in the Oape Verde Islands and Sio Tom¢ to Brazil. The
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plantation sys‘téms in the Americﬁs. however, could not exist without
an sdequate supply of labqr.l At first Buropean plantation owners
recruited Ameirfcen Indians, i:ut the Amerindians were not satisfactory
for the hard physical labor which was required on the sugar end tobacco
plantations. thite indentured laborers were also employed, especially
by Bri\tish compeniesg, but thej were costly. Not only were the in-
dentured laborers freed after they served their period of service,

b;zt the supply was not sufficient to meet the demand created by the
plantations in the West Indies and in the Americas. Moreover, by

the end of the seventeenth century, Europe needed all its workers at
home; “Pactory workers were needed in Europe and this source of supply
was cut off.

Faced with the negligible results in the recruitment of
Ame;rican Indians to work in the plantations and in the dwindling sup-
ply of labor from Europe, plantation owners of the West Indies turned .
to West Africa for their men power requirements. This was not a new_
thing; early Spanish colonies had already experimented with African
labor, Portugel furnishing African élaveé afout the,yeér 1510, But’
the supply to the early Spanish colonies was only a tricklés it was
only when 1;.he Dlrtch; French, and English merchants competitive?ly

entered the market in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that

1Roland Oliver and J. D. Page, A Short History of Africa
(Baltimore, Maryland: Penguin Books, 1963), pp. 119f. il
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the slave trade assumed hurricane proportions. The incentive for other
European nations to enter ipto the picture was the increased demand
for sugar by the peoples of Europe. In the West Indies sugar pianta-
tions increased ten-fold, necessitating more and more labor from
Africa. The European scramble for West Africa began; the lucrative
slave trade from Africa to the West Indies and to Europe was the

prize commercial traffic.l In England the slave trade functioned as

part of the profitable tri-angular trade.

ii. The Tri-angular Trade
., From the seventeenth cemtury forward slaves became a valuable

commodity in 1nte;national trade; they‘were as profitable as the
eastern luxury items of silks, drugs, and perfumes. By mid-seveuteenth
century the Dutch hed usurped the Portuguese monopoly on the west |
coast of Africa, although Portugal furnished th; major supply of slave
labor for Brazil from her colonies in S8o Tomd, the Oong;, and Angola.
But the Dutch ascendancy to power was challenged by the French and»tle
British in late-seventeenth century, and by the eighteenth century,.
these two nations wers tﬁe prinéipal powers'contfoliing the slave trade
in West Africa. ) |

It was during this period that the English developed the
highly lucrative tri-angular trade route. The commercial scheme

involved the following steps: first, a ship left England for West

1Oliver and Fege, pp. 115f.



51

B

Africa wi:th a’éargo of guns, cloth from India, jewelry, and other
menufectured articles; second, the English sail}ng master traded the
guns, jewelry and cloth fpf slavge at the factors loceted on the west
coast; third, when all the goods were .tx;ad:ed for slaves, thé ships
sailed across the Atlantit; for the West Indies where slaves were ex-—
changed for the products of the new world such as sugar, tobacco,
indigo, and rice; and finally, the ships returned to their European |
home ports to market the products of the new world where they were
readily sold. The tote.l. journey formed a triangle; hence its name,
the tri-angulaer trads.

The three point commerecial route appealed to the mercantile
economy of the seventeenth cenmtury for two reasons: first, the three )
tranaact;.ons did not involve an expending of gold bullion. Oonsequently,
tﬂey, did not drain the cash balance in the economy of England; the
tri-angular trade did not upset England'e balance of payment. BSecond, .
each transaction in the tri-angular ;trade produced a proﬁt. Manu-
factured goods were exchanged for slaves at a profitable rate; the )
demand for slaves brought Aﬁ_gopd price in the West Indies; the products
of the new éoun:.ry, sugar, rice, indigo, and tobacco, were, in short
supply in Europe, selling at high prices. Except for the danger of

pirate ships plying on the west coast of Africa and the chence . that

‘the mortality réte would decrease the mumber of slaves in the Atlantic

crossing, the tri-anguler trade was a boon for the mercantile economy of

‘the peventeenth and eighteenth centuries. From a commercial point of
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view it was understandable that each European nation vied with the
other to control the trade route from Europe to West Africa to the West

Indies and back to Europe.

iii. Portuguese Motivations
Economic.~ We have noted that Portugal was the principal

supplier of slave labor for the early Spanish colonies in the West
Indies, economics being an important factor in the history of Angola.
An American missionary, Gladwyn Childs, outlining the historical de-
velopment of the Ovimbundu of central Angola, stresses this point.
He writes:
" There are many books about Angola and several histo-
ries of Angola, so-called, but the History of Angola,
in the proper sense of the term, remains to be written.
None of the books written thus far has taken sufficient
cognizance of the economic factors involved, whereas a
history of Anggla is no history at =21l if not an eco-
nomic history. «
Though we may not accept fully Dr. Child's statement that
the “History of Angola is no history et all if not an economic
history,® we must not underestimate the influencé of economic forces;
& major aim of the Portuguese was to findﬁ eagier route to India

. 2 . Rcor
to trade for spices. The promise of riches was used to sign up

sailore to sail the ships in unkmown weters. They left their families,

IOhildB, P 1910

251fredo de Albuquerque Felner, Angola (Coimbra, Portugal:
Imprense da Universidade, 1933), p. 8.
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hoping to retufn home laden with gold and spices. An expedition was
a failure unless gold, sillver, and spices Wwere brought back to tﬁe
king. ;

Economic motivations also drove the Portuguese to link West
and East Africa. For instance, as early as 1616 the governor of Angola,
lulz Mendes de Vasconcelos, wrote a memorandum to the king of Portugal,
entreating the crown to form an expedition toc explore and ultimately
to dominate the ixrbéi'ior‘between Angola and Mogambique. Governor-
Vasconcelos savw several advantages in mounting e strong force to open
the way from Angola to Mogambique. First, it was more than possible
to sibdue the powerful Afriean ohief, Monomatapa, who ruled in the
lower Zambezi river, by way of Angola because the climete was healthier,
avolding the fever bouts which always plegued military expeditions in
G;ntml Africa. The Portuguese discovered that when they occupied
Sofala in the sixteenth century, Mwepemuta a, or in the Portuguese
version, Monomatapa, was a threat to their power; the Portuguese hasl
to subdue Monomatapa in order to control East Africa.l

A Becond adventage would be the pq?ibility of opening a way
to India vie Angole, by-passing the dangerous Bailing pasgege around
the Cape ;-:f Good ﬁopa. Moreover, if such a route became a reality,

a safe and direct commnication could be established from the South

American colony of Brazil to Angola; from there to Mogambique, and

IOIiver and Fage, pp. '1311‘.



finally, to the end of the line, India. A third reason for such an
expedition was to discover the silver mines of the king of Angola.
The governor, having seen the rich samples of silver in the oity of
S8o Paulo of Luande, proposed to the crown a way to replenish her
tréasury with the mineral wealth of Angola. Without any difficulty
Governor Vesconcelos' plans were approved end blessed by the king's
1

confessor, the Archbishop of Brags.

But the execution of plans for such an expedition was slow
and tedious, although traders from Iuenda did penetrate as far as
Western Lunda. JXan Cunnison of the University of Khartoum writes
that the people of this area

probably had indirect contact with the Portuguese of Angola

from a date preceding the Lunda diespora. The legend has it

thet in coming eastwards from the western eapital, Kazembe
had ‘guns, which had never before been seen in these parts,
and the nolse of which alone was sufficient to frighten some
groups into submission. B8Such trade relations as Mwata Yemvo
had were through middlemen of the Bange tribe of the Angolan
interior.?

A full scale expedition, however, was only undertaken in 1798
when the Portuguese explorer, Francisco Josd de Lacerda e Almeids,

hoped to put under Fortuguese authority thzﬁierritofy which ran west-

ward from thé Zaﬁﬁezi district to Angdla. Lacerda's plans were over-

ambitious; the 1ntrigues of the African chief, Kazembe, and his feudal

liacerda e Almaida, Travessia da Xfrica (Lisboa: Agéncia
Geral das Coldnias, 1936), pp. 15-15

2fan Cunnison, “Kazembe and the Portuguese, 1798-1832,
Journel of Afriecen History, II, 1 (1961), 62.
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vassals hampered the progress of His expedition. By the time he
reached the household of Kazembe, Lacerds was too sick fo trével any
further. Here he died, & result of' exhaustion and high fever. Although
Dr. Lacerda did not accomplish what he had planned to do, he left maps
and a diary, both to become .invaluable documents for Portugalls claim
as the first Buropean nation to explore this area.l

A century later, a former lieutenant who had served in the
Portuguese Zambezi milltary campaign in 1869, Major Serpa Pinto,
collaborated with two scientista, Capello and Ivens, to follow in
the footsteps of Lacerda, the difference being in the point of de-
pertures B8erpa Pinto hoped to explore and chart the vast territory
.separating Angole from Mogambique. A ch.ange of plans separated Serpa
Pinto fr;m his two colleagues, although they hoped to meet at Belmonte
in Bid, at the home of Silve Port.o,. a legendary Portuguese adventurer.
There, Serpa Pinto was helped by Silva Porto and encouraged to comtinue
on his journey. y After arranging for sufficient bearers, Serpa Pinto :
left Belmonte to accomplish his aim to reach the east coast of Africa.
The trip was not easy; Serpa Pinto constarrb]&fought agdinst the high
‘fevers which left Bim week and weary. But he f:lna.ily reached- Barotse-
land, en aréa familiér to Portuguese pombeiros or traders. B8ick with
fever, he was nmursed back to health by e French missionary, Frangois

Coillard. Lster, they crossed the western end of the Kalahari Desert

Yacerda e Almeida, pp. 383-406.



in a boer ;art, ﬁrriving at Shushbng in South West Africe in December
1878. B8erpa Pinto proceeded to Pretoria in South Africe and from
there to Durban where he wag acclaimed by Burope and the world as a
great explorer.1 Such expedltions were always tloaked under the title
®seientific explorations;" &et no one denied their economic 1mplicati;£s.

Religioﬁs.- To point out the importance of the Qconomic factor
- is not to minimize the religious motivation of the Portuguese fbr‘oocu-
Pying Angole; missionization was important in Portuguese colonial
policy. The Portuguese coitrast this with the motivations of other
European powers, pointing to Great Britain which cites three factors
for- hexr presence 1§ Africa: first, the.factor of prestige in the
possession of colonies; second, the need for trade to market her goods
beyond the British Isles; and third, the need to establish bases to
profect her trade routeé.2

For Portugal, Britain's exéluaion of the missionizing motive
was & weakness in English colonial policy; Portugal from the beginning
vwas interested in creating Christian states in Africa. This view was”
éloquently expressed et a plenary assembly g§ibishop§ in Portugsl in-
- 1960 who stated tEFt _ A s
our‘history has made us an instrument of the Lord in the
evangelization of & considerable part of the world, in

America, in Africa, in Asia, and even in Oceapia. And
the Church has always confirmed this mission.

1Laoerda e Almeida, pp. 383-406.
5Ibid., p. 90.

2 v
Adriano Moreira, pp. 88f.
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Tﬁe acocomplishment of this mission was more euccessful in the
Congo than elsewhere. An important remson for this success was thaf
the Manicongo, ruler of the Bakongo kingdom, and his feudal chiefs
were converted to Christianity. The effort of Dom Afonso, the Congo
king, to model his kingdom~after thet of a European fifteenth century
Christian feudsl state also helped. And, according to the British
historians, Oliver and Fage, if the Portuguese had “been able to sus-
tain the partial altfﬁdsm_of their early contacts, he might have gone
far towards csaucceed.’i.ng."1 Unfortunately the slave trade intervened;
Oliver and Fage observe that it "soon began to loom larger in Portu-
guesesaims than the creation of a Christian state in Africa.‘a Eventu-
elly ‘this dream became a comfortable myth, Portugal defending her
position as the protector of Christian values, and lamenting thet
other nations misunderstood her mission.

Civilizing.~ For Portugal Christianizing also meant civilizing; -
Christianity was an integral aspect of Portuguese culture. The crown
of Portugal not only sought economic and religious affilistions, but
it hoped to effect a politicel alliance uih@ithe Africhn kingdom in’
the Congo. =~  _ . o

At the outset the relationship between the two crowns was one

of mutual respect. Their correspondence reflected a feeling of agquality,

Y 2
1Oliver and Fage, p. 125, Ibid., p. 126.



each referring 'i;o the other as ld.ng and brother. In 1512 King Manuel
éddresaed the Manicongo (who took the name of Afonso when he was
baptized) as "Most powerful and excellemt king of ManyGongo.® King
Afonso, in turn, replied with the words: ®Most high and powerful
prince and king my brother.'l

But thé transactions between the kings were not confined ,
wholly to fraterﬁal greed';ings. Basil Davidson records that when Kin;
Menuel sent his ships to the Congo, he insisted thet his ships return
fully laden with rich cargo. King Manuel instructed his emissary,
8imdo da Silva, not to return empty handed; he should ®fill the ships,
whether with slaves, or copper, or ivory.®

For the Congo ruler, the request for slaves by King Manuel
did not seem strange; demestic slavery wes practliced in the Congo as
in ;vefy other part of Afrieca, "long before Europeans began to export
w)

slaves overseas. Consequently, on receiving King Manuel's emis-
saries, Afonso collected 420 slaves and sent them down to the mouth
of the Congo River where the Portuguese had anchored their ships. Of
fhese 520 were selected and carried éff to @rtuge}lo.l*

Unfortunately, the friendly exchange of gifts betwssh the two

kings (cloth and trinkets by the Portuguese and slaves by the Congo-

) J'V:i.acr:onde de Paiva Manso, Histdria do Congo: Doeumentoa
(Lisboa: Typografia da Academia, 1877'), pPp. 5-13. B
2Be.si.l Davidson, Black Mother (Boston: Iittle, Brown and Co.,

5011—761‘ and Page, p. 126, I‘Davideon, p. 125.
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lese), did not prevail. The civilizing motivation, as with that of
Christianizing, was lost ir the insatisble thirgt for cheep labor by
Brazilian plantation ovners"; Por Africans, western civilization meant

sub jugation, either as a slave or as a vassal of a European power.

2, Effects of 8lave Trade
i. On Traditional Boelety
Population.- From 1483 to the First MWorld War the humen being
was the most important of all the commodities of trade in Portuguese
West Africa. Alfredo de Albuquerque Felner, a Portuguese historian,

writee in his Portuguese Colonial History that ®all economic and fi-

nancial 1ife of our colonies of West Afri.ca., was from the beginning,
based almost exclusively, on slave trade. It was the principal com-
merce, tk{p rights, license_s and taxes of these explorations were ti:e
prineipal im;ome of the Orown.®™
Another Portuguese historian, Antdnio de Oliveira de Cadornega,

estiméted in his three volume work Histdria Geral das Guerras Ango-"
lanss (General Hiatogx of the Angolan ¥Wars ) that durihg the cerrtury
which his history covers, beginning with tklg founding of Luanda in

1576, a million ‘slaves were expcort;ed»2 (ladwyn Childs estimated that

lFelner, p- 255, tre.nslated by the préaenl‘. author.

?‘Gladuyn Childs, “The Peoples of Angola in the Seventeerrt.h
Century According to Cadornega,® Journal of African Histo Yo I, 2
(1960), 27k4.
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of the total nuﬁber of slaves exported, three million would probably be
very conservative.l Three million is two-thirdas of the total popula-
tion of four and a half miliion people as reported in the 1950 census.
This 18 one of the reasons~uhy Angole is so sparsely populated, the
ratio being nine persons per squere mile.

Not only did the slave trade affect the population figure,
but the social effects upon Africans themselves wers tremendous.
Basil Davidson writeamtha‘_t the "wars provoked by slaving® were ®com~ |
pletely negative in their effects on Africa--they stained and ruined
much of the fabric of Africen society while permitting nothing better
to replace it.a2 All other economic activities became secondary during
this dark period in Angola. ' A

Power Structures.~ What other effects did the slave trade

have on the history of Angola? One was the shift in power from the
interior to the coast. Tribal coastal chlefs demanded tributes from

the sobas (chiefs) of the interior as they marched their slaves to tge

market places on the sea coast.s This was the practice until the Portu-
guese controlled the coastal regions. Fromgfhis perio& the primacy of
the coastal aresas, espeéially the port of luanda, was firmly established.
Thias was récognizedrwhen the Portuguese kept luenda as the capital,
though there was some thought of moving it to Nova ldsboa (New Iisbon)

situated on the Benguela plateau.

lohilds, Umbundue.e, po 193

2Bastl Davidson, ‘The Lost Oities of Africa (Boston: Little,
Brown and Company, 1”9), Po 152.
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Another effect of the siave'trade was the sbandorment of the
rnorthern capital, Sdo Salve;dor, by Europeans. When Portuguese au-
thorities used Luande as t};eir principal seaport, traders alsc moved
south. Awd there weré many ~repercuésioné; For one thing, the authority
of the Congo king was no longer supreme;' traders did not have to aéoure
permission frém him. Furthermore, in the last quarter of the sixteenth
century, the N&ongo Idng broke away from the Congo overlords because
he wished to deal d:iiect}y with the Portuguese and not pay further
tributes. To achieve this, the king of Ndongo, efraid of the power of
the Congo king, appealed for protection from the king of Portugal who
dispatched a military expedition. Once agein an Africen king requested
aid of a Buropean power to protect him from a neighboring ruler. From.
1576, the Congo king was no .longer sole overlord of the domain in the
- 1o§ter Congo basin; the Ndongo ing iaeoame ‘independent and developed
his own hierarchy.l Today, they are known as the Kimbundu spealdng
peoples.

The effect on ceﬁ.ral Angole was equally great; the slave
trede opened a commeréial foute for the 1&%6 Ov.’f.mhundu spealdng
peoples. who. oceupy the Benguela highlands. The towns of Benguela
and Gafuml;ela became imﬁortan‘t outlets for the slave trade and the
1noreased econcmic activity established a trade route whioch ran from
the coast to the interior. Ovimbundu ‘traders plundered other tribes
to the east of them and sold their prieonera as slaves to the Portu-

giesa, Thia practice of raiding neighboring tribee by which the

]'Felner, p. 118. ) .
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Ovimbundu secﬁred slaves creatéd & social stratum within tribal groups.
An example is the Ovimbundu raide on the Ngangelas who live in south-
eastern section of Angola;dthey served as slaves to the Bailundu kings.
They were assigned to menial tasks » and, during the boom in rubber trade
from 1874-1886, the Ngangelas were used as porters to carry rubber from
the interior to the coast. Gladwyn Childs illustrates this Umbundu
attitude by the proverb ®as e grass hut is not a house, so an Qcigengela
(pl. Ovingangela) 18 not a person (_c:l@).'l The slave trade also in- -
volved the Ovimbundu beyond their own communities. Travel journals
identify them as the pombeiros (barefoot traders) of Angola. The pom-‘
beiros took with them their language,. and Umbundu became the common

means of communication. It is not an exaggerstion to say that Umbundu
became the lingus franca of Angola and Umbundu is understood in meny

2

nr.)n-()vimbundu sections of modern Angola.

COhanginz Character of Slavery.-~ Ralding between ethnic groups -

was not an uncommon practice before the arrivael of Europeans' in the Congo
and in Angola. In the Portuguese Oongo, there was constant fighting be-
tween the Bakongo and the Bateke tribal grpups. Earlier in this study
we noted that the newly baptized Manicongo fought and corquered their
old enem&. the Bateke. There were also many clashes of power within an
ethnic group, such as the Ovimbundu of central Angola.

In these raids the victors always carried off their prisoners

. 2
loni1ds, p. 189. Ibid., p. 206.
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of war and their new masters used them as domestic slaves. Also, it
wae & common practice for A_?rican groups to exchange slaves among
themselves, but the slave status was not permanent. Domestic slaves
were able to win their freedom a.f‘t.er- serving in the king's army. For
instance, in the Bailundu area in central Angols, ‘t:herp is a villege
compoeed of former slaves. On the whole domestic slaves were trested
ld.ndiy, although confined to a lower social class.

But when Eur;peans opened the slave market as a commerciai
enterprise, they introduced several new elements which were foreign
to the indigenous cultufe. For one thing, with the increasing demand
_fo.r lgbor by plantation owners, sleves were now cetegorized as another
oommc;dity, such as sugar, tobacco, or indigo. A slave was not an in- ~
diyidual; the vworth of a slave was ealculated in relation to the market
price. A second element was that slavery was no longer a domestic
institution. BSlaves were bought by Europeans and exported to North
America without any hope that they would be returned to their coumtry
of birth. A third element. was that with the increased commercial
value attached to slaves, internal warfare%ncre.aa'ed‘.- Acquiring
prisoners pf.warﬁ'be_ceme the principaliobject; the Bucoees».;; a
raiding party was jﬁdged in the light of the mumber of prisoners
captured. 7
7 A strildng 1‘1‘.1ust1.'at5.6n of the- rise in the s]:ave trade was

the effect on the Jagas, one of the principal raiding groups in the



seventeenth cenfux;&. Andrew Batf.ell, an Englishman from Lehigh who
accompanied the Jagas in some of their raids, noted that these people
had once been cannibals, ea‘l;ing their prisoners of war. But when the
Jaga chiefs discovered thafc Buropeans paid a price for slaves, they
stopped their cannibalistic practices and entered into the commercial
slave market. Subsequently, Battell records from his experiences that
the Jagas sold their prisoners of war and their ship was laden “with
slaves in seven daysi,' and bought them so cheap that many did not cost
one real, which were worth in the city (of Loanda) twelve milreis. "

Other ethnic groups joined in the scramble to procure more
slaves, resulting in an increase of internal raids. The step from
exchanging slaves smong the different African groups to trading with
Europeans was very easy; the highly regarded commodities of gums,
clc;th, and jewelry were received in exchange for sleves. The trans-
action beceme purely commercial; eslaves were now regarded as com-
modities.

Commerce.- As economic activitlies increased another internal
effect was the rise in the number of Europégn me;chant's vwho vied with
each other to prg’c’:{zre slaves from the  different chiefs. Ultimately,
the increa.sing mmﬁer of Buropeans necessitated some form of govern-
mentf The king of Portugal, Dom Pedro I, recognized this, and sent

a representative of the court, Simio da 8ilva, to Angola in 1512 with

o 1z a. Ravenstein, The Strange Adventures of Andrew Battel
of lehigh (London: Halkluyt Society, 1901), p. 20. ‘
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these inetructions: ®If the king, Dom Afonso, wishes you to be present
in the courts of his people, you may accompany ‘and help him, but in
cases involving our own pec;ple, Ayou are solely responsible to judge
and execute any punislmeulj..'l The éppointment of a representative by
the king of Portugal was the beginning of European oivil administration
in Angola, regulation of commerce being an important factor for this
development. Theoretically, acts against ®"native® institutions by
Europeans, especiall} in the trading of slaves, were out of the hénds
of the local chiefs; practically this was not always so. But if there
were clashes of interests, Buropean slave traders could appeal to the |
représentative of the ldng of Portugal, and since the king's repre-
sentative in Angola was also a trader, he received all complaints by -
his countrymen with great sympathy. Take the case of the Englishman,
Aﬁ&rew Battel of Lehigh, as an example; he was on a trading expedition
to Benguela on behalf of the governor of Angola when he encountered
the Jagas, proving that ;::lvil govermment and commerce were hardly
distinguishable.

Increased conmercial mctivities aﬁ*?( int:oduce-d a monetary '
system. - Previougly, cowry shells were used as the medium";'? exchange,
but with ti:e arrivai of Buropeans another form of exchange was in~
troduceds Pano, or cloth, was substituted for cowry shells. For
inﬁtanoe, in 1776 a slave was bought for *thirty pieces,® about a

helf to be paid "in textiles such as indienne, guinea, and chaffelat.®

lFelner, p. 41.
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The remaining Qne-half wes paid‘in guns, knives, gless beads, and rum.1
Later European coins were circulated. With the. development of a mone-
tary economy, taxes were .ix;troduced by a foreign power. Tributes, the
prerogative of the Congo king, were continued, bu£ the European poﬁer
also needed taxes to pay for the cost of eivil administration. The two
interests, Affican and BEuropean, often clashed.

Also, with the increased tempo in slave trade, the Portuguese
colonies in West Africa were drawn into international commercial re~
lations. S8&0 Tomé¢, situated off the gulf of Guinea, was geographically
the nearest. In the beginning slavery was not the principal interest .
of the colonizers of S8o Tomd; ivory and some copper were traded for
food to sustain the few Buropeans who lived on the island et that time.
But under a concesslon liéense which Fernao de Melo received from the
r;yal court in Lisbon soon after the death of the first European settler,
Klvaro de Caminha, in 1499, 880 Tome was developed at the éost of the
Conzo.2 In a short while the Porbuguese colomists of Sio Tems had o
cathedral, a bishop, and a highly developed agriculture which enriched
the proprietors. B8do Tomé island also cod%follgd traffic fromlfhe:
Congo to Portugal. Many of the letters containing requests of the
king of c;ngo to £he king of Portugal were intercepted in So Tomd;
1nstead, the colonists substituted letters informing the lking of Portugal

of the intrigues of the Congo ling against the Portiguese. Subsequently,

2
1Davidson, Blackesoy pe 157, Rego, pp. 219¢

5Felner, p. 68.
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the cause. of the Congo suffered; only the wishes of the residents of
S8o Tomd were attended.

Brazil was also involved in the Angolan slave trade. Accord-
ing to Duffy, in the early years of the seventeenth cemtury Brazil's
sugar economy had become ai)solutely dependent on Angolan labor. A
remark of the ‘day was, ‘%without sugar there is no Brazil, and without
Angola there is nmo sugar.® > Gladwyn Childs holds that “during the
250 years of slave trade, Angola was in reality a dependency of Brazil N
e« « « 8o complete was the commercial domination of Brazil that Lisbon
merchants had hardly anything to do with the Angola 'l'.:.'ev.de.'2 The
Portuguese ohronigler, José Joaquim Lopes de Lima, in his Ensalos,
writes that so complete was the tie between Angola and Brazil that
when Brazil became independent, Europe;ms in Benguele pushed for union
with thet country.” Angola's history would have been differemt if this
had taken plece. . -

The luorative slave trade also involved the nations of Burope,
principally Belgium and Holland. The Dutch occupation of Luanda in ;he
Vseve.nteenth century is an example. The fe% of Luanda to the Dutch
wrought a ohangeﬁgin the relationship betwsen African and European
powers; Afrﬂ.can chiefs pledged allegiance to the Dutch flag without
too much trouble. They easily substituted Dutch rule for FPortuguese.

A handful of Portuguese traders returned to Luanda to sell slaves to

Iputey, p. 139. 2onilds, pe 193.

‘ 5I.opes de Lima, Ensaios (Lisboa: Imprensa Nacional, 1846),
Pe 127.
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the Dutch,rbut new alliances ‘gave the Dutch priority over them. It
was only through Brazil's help thet Angola was restored to the Portu-
guese. Brazil acted to protéct her own interests; she needed slaves

for her sugar plantations.

1i. On Christianity

Involvement of the Church.- The demand for slaves and material
| profits overrehadowed any exlsting humanitarian motives. | Traders, ad-
ministra‘qora, and tru;t:s.l chiefs engaged in this luecrative pre.ctice.“ |
The church, although protesting on numerous occasions ageinst slavery,
more often then not collected its share of the export tax, grateful
for-théﬁ oppértunity to save the infideld through mmse baptism. John
T Tucicer, Oanadian missionary and first executive secretary of the
"Angokla Evangelical Alliance, records that "on the wharf at luanda,

as late as 1870, there could still be seen & marble chair on which

the bishop had sat and baptized by boatloads the poor wretches as they
were towed alongside the ‘ehip.‘l A graphic illustration of the day

of emb&rhtioﬁ is described by an English historian, Charles R.

Boxer., He writes that on that day in mid-seﬁﬁnteenth ce.ntury all

‘the slaves \gefe he?dqd %to a nearby church, or other conv'en{é;f place
and there baptised by a parish priest in batches of hundreds at a
‘time. The ceremony did ﬁot take very long.® To symbolize the new

_ sté.tq from the olé, eéé&'sl’ave we.s giferi & Christian name. ™The prieat.

sald to each slave in turn, 'your neme is Peter, yours is John, yours

l‘l'ucke'r, &Olaooo-, PPe 16f.



69

- Franeis,!' and 8o on, giving eacﬁ men & plece of paper with his name
written on it, putting a little salt on his tongue, and sprinkling holy
water over the orowd vwith a ';hyasop.‘ To insure tha:t the ceremony was
not lost in the confusion of a fo.reig'n tongue, the parish priest em~
ployed an African interpreter who added these words of admonition:
"Look yéu people are already children of God, you are going jto the
land of the Spaniards (or Fortuguese) where you will learn things of
the Faith.® The“African interpreter concluded his speech with this
advice: ®Don't think any more about where you came from, and don't
eat dogs, rats, or horses--now go with a good will."'l
% The baptismal ceremony did not gost the newly-initiated
"Christians® & centavo, ‘f'or the slave traders gladly assumed the
baptismal tax of 300 reis to clothe their activities undez;‘ the aegis
of the church. In the beginning{the tax was paid to the parish priests
at Remedios and Benguela, but when 'Ehe_ practice of slavery was accepted
a8 a normel economic enterprise, the bishop collected one-half of the
baptismal tax. Interestingly this tax was not imposed upon infants.
Of this practice Besil Davidaon remarks th&tQ this was not exactly a’
" erowning mercy. ‘26 e i
'Not- only did.r the church receive its share of the export tax,

~but it also used slaves as a form of capital to build e semimary. For

16, R. Boxer, Salvidor de 8¢ and the Struggle for Breszil and
Angola 1602-1686 (London: The Athlone Preea, 1952 ;, pe 230.
* 2Bagi] Davidson, The African Awakening (Londom * Jonathan
Cape, - 1955): P. 56,
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instance the Biéhop'a office of Angola recommended in October 1624 to
begin a seminary with en initiel gift of twenty thousend cruzados,
one-half of the amount was to be paid in the form of Congo grain, and

the other half in “peges da India® (slaves). Furthermore, the Bishop

wrote to the ldng of Portugal, requesting the privilege of retaining
the fees which came from the sending of slaves from the Congo kingdom
destined for Bahia and Pernembuco in South America.1

Even slaves were accepted as payment for two of its seminary P
students. Basil Davidson cites a case discovered by Abbe Jardin in
the archives of Luanda which says that

% these young seminarians every year received three sleves

from the king in order to pay for their studies. In 1812,

the Prince Pedro sold his father's ambassador who had

brought a number of slaves to Imanda. The Governor found

himself obliged to cause this Oongolese nobleman to be

sought for in Brazil, and to send the two students batk to

8an SalvadoE until the bishop could arrive and re-establish

discipline.

The ldng of Portugal also reflected these sentiments. On
receiving fifty-four slaves, the king said: %I have much joy in

them, because of their salvation, who otherwise would have been destined -

to perdition.'5 Their joy in being able t:ﬁiaave.tﬁe heathen® was

-~

>

one of the .reasoris why the Pbrtuguese.valued the Bantu slaves much
more ﬁighly than those taken from Moslem countries. The latter were

also much more spirited and apt to incite rebellion against the planta-

2
lPaiV‘a Manso s Do 182. mﬁdaon, Blackese e 59.
Squoted in Tucker, Angola..., p. 16.
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tion masters. fhe Bantus, on thé other hand, accepted Christianity,
were docile, obedient, and more adaptable. Outwardly they assimilated
the ways of the Portuguese much more than the independent Moslems £rom
the north.l

To guarantee the effectiveness of the baptismal ceremony, the
bishops also 1ﬁaisted that a chaplain be placed on each ship carrying
& cargo of alaveﬁ across the Atlantic from Angola. BSince the middle-
passage had an odious reputation of being the Worst of the tri-shgular
trade route, there were few chaplains who were tempted to undertake
such a voyage. Subsequently, the bishop's only recourse was to appoint
the least desirable of his parish priests, more often lured by a promise
of riches than by a desire to serve their fellow m.en.2

At times Pbrtuguesé officials sent a priest on these slave
Bhi}s as thelr personal :epréeentative. One such instance occurred
¥hen Salvador de 8 renewed the slave trade a year after ouating the
Dutch from Imanda in 1648. With the assurance from the Spanish erown
that Portuguese slave shibs would not be molested, Salvador de S«
éent twﬁ vessels to Buenos Aires and on oneggf them,.hévplaced a
: cﬁpuchin.priest as his personal représen:ha.tive.5 | S T
'On,ﬁany.oocéaions slaves were exchanged as gifts. The extent
© of this praetice is shown in a brief letter of Dom Xlvero's to Padre

Garcie Bimoes dated August. 27, 1565. The intent of this letter was

IBOXBI'” Pe 253. amﬂdaOn’ Blackfoo' P 550
2B°xe-r’ P 280.
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to gain the —confiilence of the Portt.iguese, and as & gesture of hospitalit};
Dom Klvero writes thet he had sent an emissary to Pumbo to gether some
slaves (pegas) to send io Padre SimGes. Years later (1622) Antdnio
Deniz used this evidence agaihst the Jesuits for their practice of
slavery.l |

7 Thirty years after Dom Llvaro's lotter of 1656, the Jesuits
vere recipients of the legacy of Salvador de 8«'s holdings in Angola
vhich consisted of "seven thousand head of cattle . . . one hundred °
and sixty Negro sleves . . . seventy saddle-horses and much other
property. *2  Prior to his departure for Portugal, Salvador de 8« con-
solidated his Angolap holdings ;ith the Jesuit Socisty, stipulating
thet the profits were to be shared equally, one-half for himself and
the other half to be sent to Brazil to endow the Jesuit College at Ri.«:».5

Although Protestantism was not an established institution in

the Congo and in Angola during the height of the slave trade, the
after-effects of the practice of slavery were felt beyond the aeventeeg}'.li_
and eighteenth centuries by Protestants. In 1911 when the report of the |
deputation to the West Central Africa Mieeio%f the A:mez‘ioan Board of
Commlssioners for Fgreign Missions was printed, thez;e was a section
dealing with the ques‘bion of slavery. In its investigation the depu-

tation discovered that certein church holders confessed to keeping slaves,

laestSo Sousa Dias, Relagoes de ola (Coimbra, Portugal:
Imprenss da Universidede, 1934), pp. 71f. -

2
Boxer, p. 287. ' 5Ibidc
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much %o the—surprisé of the team members. At one of the out-stations
members of the deputation asked the elders whethe? any of the church
members owned a slave and they replied, ®Many of us do.® %One of
the slders acknowledged that he himself owned a alave.'l
According to the comﬁittee's findings slavery was not abhorrent

to Africans and ®of themselves they would not be likely to class this

.evil with polygaquand intemperance and condition church membership

au:c:ording;ly.'2 After cqppleting its investigation, the deputation
recommended that the miesioﬁ teke action at its earliest opportunity
end abolish 'slaﬁe holding on the part of church members and natives

at station or out-station villages under the control of znissaionari.es."‘5

. Death of a Dresm.—- By the seventeenth century when the slave

trade dominated all aspects of life in the Congo and in Angola, the
early dream of the Portuguese to create Christien states was abandoned.
Religious soclieties no>loﬁger talked of building Ohristian communitles
in Portugal's West African colonies; they were too engrossed in the
slave trade.

At this point we should ask why the Jesuits who had defended .

the freedom of the American Indians in Brazil acquiesced in the slave

trade between Angola and South America. According to a historien of

‘the Jesult Society, Father Serafim leite, the two problems are not

1American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Report
of the Deputation to the West Central Africe Mission (Boston: Congre-
gational House, 1911), p. 29. i

zIbido ] 5Ibido' Pe 51.
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comparable. In the sixteenth century Father Leite says that by both
canbn and civil law, the Ameriéan Indians were born free and we:were
ordereci by both the crown and the Fope to protect thelr freedom. The
African Negroes, on the other hand, weré always bound in slavery, even
within their own traditional society. For this resson it was unfair
to compare the st-taktﬁs of the Amerindians to that of Africans, end this
fact was aclmowledéed by canon law and regulated by the civil laws of
all colonizing nations.
A similar view was held by a resident Jesuit priest of Luands,
Father Iuis Brand8o. In en exchenge of letters between Fathers 8andoval
and Brando at the time of King John III in the sixteenth cemtury, the
latter states ®categorically that the slave-trade is pe;'fectly lawful,
- having been fqrme.lly approved' by the Board of Conﬁcienqe in Portugal,
by le;ding members of the gcclesiaet;cal hierarchy, and by learned
Jesuits in Portugal, Angola and Brazil."_2 Father Brandfo admits, how-
ever, that '
| among the ten or twelve thousand Negroes exported annually
from Imanda to America;, there may be a few individuals who
have been unjustly enslaved, but it obviously impracti-
cable to wgrry about sorting out this dful of ahegﬁy?rom
the goatsa. &
Brand'a'fo conclﬁdes his letter somewhat testily stating thet

®Sandoval should on no account ask the incoming slaves at Cartagens

IBerafim Leite, 8.J., Historia de Companhia de Jesua no
~Brasil (R:I.o de Janeiro, 1938), vi, 350-352.

Boxer, PP 258f. ) 5 Ibid.y p. 239.
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if they have been.juetly enelaved,'ae of course they will all deny it,
in the hope of thus gaining their relename."1

As the trade in human‘%raffic increased from year to yeer,
the people accepted the practice as part of the imported Christian
way of life. In fact there eas hesitancy on the part of African slave
dealers to do bueineee with other than Christian slave tradere. For
example, it is recorded that in the year 1700 slave ahipa captained
by Protestant officers encountered great difficulty in buying slaves, -
because Portuguese propagands had prejudiced African slave dealers
against other foreigners on the grounds that they were not Christians.
‘They were further told that the "foreigners® sold their slaves “to-
the Turks, and other infidels and hereticks, vwhere they were never
baptis'd."z The opportunity to beptize the ®infidels® overwhelmed
the conscience of the church to protest the immorality of the practice
of the slave trade. The early dream to create Ghrietian states died,

no longer to be revived during this period.

5+ Responee of Christianity ./

1. Catholicism ‘ R

e

Protests by Africans.- Protests against the lucrative slave

trade were few. Ever&dtrader, either European or African, profited.
In the -midet of this unlimited avenue to acquire riches, the motivation
-of the Portuguese to Ohristianize became secondary.

But one of the early Christian converts did protest. - He was

1 . .
Boxer, P 259.

‘anoted in Davidson, Blackess, p. 153.
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King Afonso. In a poignant letter to the ldng of Portugal, John III,

Doin Afonso writes:

..

Ye cannot reckon how great the danger is, since the above-
mentioned merchants daily seiZe our subjects, sons of ‘the

land and sons of our noblemen and vassals end our relatives

« « » Thieves and men of evlil conscience take them because
they wish to possess the things and wares of this Kingdom

e +» « They grab them and cause them to be 8sold, and ao great,
8ir, is their corruption snd licentiousness that our country

is being utterly depopulated . . . We need no other then priests
and people to teach in schools, and no other goods but wine and
flour for the holy sacrament; that is why we beg your Highness
to help and assist us in this metter, commanding the factors -
thet they should send here neither merchants nor wares, be-~
cause it is our will that in these Kingdoms t?ere should not

be any trade in slaves nor market for slaves.

To substantiete his charges, the Congo king ordered an inquiry
whos-e rf;aulta were sent to Dom Jodo III, king of Portugal. The report,
gent ux;der the seal of the Congo ldng, pointed out the deamning effect
of tk}.e slave trade to his country whic}z was accelerated by the voracious
appetite of the merchants of Sto Tom‘é’. The investigation was thorough;
the Congo king cited case after case, indicating the number of slaves
taken in the harbor of Fymda. One of the ships sarried four hundred
slaves; he citéd other instances where twelve to fifteen ships came to
take slaves from the Goxigo to the‘ﬂapatchi@eﬁer on :l'.he island cf'
8% ‘romd’.a '._Af_énso%é successor, 'Dom Diago, in a letter dated’f;sit'nuary 28,
1549, made d"?furf.her i)rctest to King John III, citing the bad conduct
of prieets and Portuguese vassala in his ld.ngclom.5 |

Friction between the tWo royal courta over ale.very contimied

2 ,
lpaiva Manso, pp. 53f. Ibid., pp. 35-87
" J1bid., p. 1.



unebated, éulminéti-zlg in t.he defection of the Congo king during the
Dutch ocoupation of Angola‘ from 1641-1648. One of the reasons for his
hostility towards the Portuguese was his ob Jectlon to the slave trade.
Unfortunately, the Dutch conquerors wers not much better then the Portu-
guese since thelr interest i;n Angola was also to control the lucrative
African slave trade. Interestingly, throughout this period, the Congo
- king continued to adhere to the Catholic faith, protecting the priests
and missionaries in his kingdom during the hostilities.l Dom Diago's
hostility was not religiout;; the lking regarded the slave trade as
Buropean meddling in the civil effairs of his kingdom.

+ But the pro“heata of Dom Afonso, the Congo king, wereé in vein.
The slave trade overshadowed all other sectivities, and the Christian
emissaries in Angola continued to believe that they were doing God's
will and saving the souls of the slaves when they baptized and marched
them into the holds of the slave ships. OC. R. Boxer, in recounting
the historithl events of the mid-seventeenth century, noted that in
this tragic and bloody period of Angola, ®the slave-trader was always
alongside the missionary and neither :Lnterfqz%d unduly with the
work of the other.: Even the religious.societies in Lisbon éngaged in
"this shameful traffic;® in October, 1649 the Irish Dominicans sent
the ship Nosse Senhora do Rozario to take slaves from Angola to the Rio
de la Pla‘ba.2 |

I 2
Boxer' P- 242- ) - Ibid-, P- 279.
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Loolking i'sack at these evefrts, it is a wonder that the COongo
kings and their subjects held on to the Christian faith.

‘Protests by Em'ogean;.- Portuéal has been very senslitive to
eriticiams by other na.tions_of the part she played in the slave trade.
Sousa Dias in his Rela.g'é'es d; Angole defends Portugel's position by
remarking that she was not alone in this traffic, olaiming that “the
" Portuguese, in this horrible activity, were always in the good company
of the Spanish, Dutch, EngI_Li.sh, French and Brazili.ana.‘l To prove his
charges Dias cites the maeny Spanish, Dutch, English, and French ships
vwhich plied along the Angolan coast during this period. For example,

‘ Dias nStes that during the reign of the .governor, Sousa Coutinho,
the English were a source of irritation to the goverrment in their
commercial traffic, includi.hg the exchange of slaves, in the north of
Angola.?

Moreover, the English often raided Portuguese slave ships.
Du Plessis writes that the first English captein "to carry a cargo
of slaves® was Sir John Hawlkins who "was little more than an adventurer,
with an inbred hatred ﬁof popery of 8pain andQPortugal as Catholic
: nations.‘- His dialike for the latter made them & fair geme for prey
and ®he eignalised his entry into the ranks of the slave-traders by

' the capture of Portuguese slavers off the Guinea coast."” v Even the

J‘Bousa Die.s, p. 80. »2Ib1d.

> Johannes Du Pleseie. The M' elization of Pagan Africs,
of Christien Miesions to the Pagan Tribes of cen‘bral

Afr’.ca Cape'toﬁn‘ Juta.. 1929 s Pe 590
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British crt;wn was involved. Queeﬁ Elizabeth, who was vastly interested
in the enterprise of Hawkins, employed him in one _of her vessels which
was ironically named % Josus. ™t

It seems that the English, Dutch, French and Spanish were also
motivated by the great demand for labor by the plantation owners in

North Americe. The involvement was intermational; guilt for the slave

“trade cannot be solely laid et the feet of the Portuguese. In this

respect Duffy comments that Portugal should not base her defense on”
the argument of collective guilt. He observes that Portugal
ha‘s often done herself a disservice by failing to emphasize
the stern attitude taken by some of her citizens against the
%institution and by stressing instead the collective guilt of
European and American mﬁions and advancing arguments of
© canonical justification.
Some of the most severe critics came from members of the
Jesuit order, although many of their priests participated in the
human traffic. One of them was Alonso de Sandoval, a Spanish Jesuit,
vho "argued thet Negroes were just as human as were any of the other
races of mankind, although they were more shamefully abused than any,

and that in the eyes of God a Negro's soul \ta% worth just as much as

that of a white mag.‘s In contrast to the views of slave holders and

dealers who found the Negroes “bestial and unruly savages," Sandoval

praised “their cendid and tractable character, proving his points with

a wealth of anecdotes from his own experience as rector of the Jesuit

10y Plessis, p. 39. 2purry, p. 142.

) 3Boxer, p. 238.
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college at’ Oaﬂaéem de Indies.‘ll

Another recorded protest from Spain's Catholic orders was a
Dominican priest, Tomd de Mei:cado, who exposed and denounced the
abuses of the West African glave-*tradé in his Tratos Contretos,
printed at Salemanca in 1569."2 But there were also‘ protests within
the Portuguese religious orders. (€. R. Boxer recounté the arguments
- of a “"Portuguese Jesuit who (in 1608 or thereabouts) submitted a me-
morial to the crown oxi.the_enomities of this slave-trade as practiced
in the Portuguese 'conquests', with a plea for its suppression and
thoroughgoing reformation.® The Jesuit priest argued thet though
canon dnd civil law sanctioned slavery under certain conditions, the
"vast majority of Negro slaves had been acquired by utterly indefensi-
ble means. He contended that there was no valid or logical reason why
provlsions of the law against Amerindian slavery should not be extended
to include Negmefs."5 A further evidence of the anti-slavery protest
*in the middle and late 1700's®within the Portuguese spealdng community
was the tract of a Brazillan, Ribeiro de Rocha's Etiope resgatado, in-

stru¥do, libertado, published in .1758.4 ﬁQ

On the state level there was also the 1836 decree of Prime
Minister 8« da Bandeira, prohibiting slave trade in Portugal's colonies.

‘¥When he encountered resistance from European residents, he ordered

poxer, p. 238. 2Ibid., p. 237.
31bid., p. 236. Apurey, pp. 1422,

-
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thé maritime polit:;e to stop any shii: vwhich earried slaves from one

Angolan port to another. He also sent a communication to the governor
general of Angola to see thet ;.hese orders were cé.rried out by.him end
his subordinates.l An extension of this anti-slavery protest was also

recorded in the travel journals of Serpa Pinto, How I Crossed Afrieca.

The author relates an incident which occurred in the middle of the
night. As he lay in bed the weary traveler heard e clanking of irons
in his camp and he called his servant to investigate the disturbance.
In a short while his servamt returned, informing Serpa Pinto that the
nolge was caused by the clanldng of chains which secured the slaves
held by & mulatto slave dealer. Serpa Pimto, in great anger, summoned
the slave merchant before him and “asked him what was the meaning of
that clanking sound of iron.® The mulatto, according to Serpa Plnt;.o,
"replied with the utmost effronterythat they were chaining up some
kinds which he was conveying into the interior for sale.® Serpa Pinto,
in great indignation, said, "And so, in my own encampment, upoh which
floated the Portugueae flag, there was actually a gang of s;lenrea!"2
To ‘right vwhet was wrong Serpa Pinto ordered tli{ che.iped slaves to be
freed, and all "silently scattered through the woods in the saféety of

the dark.™

 lBoletim oficial do Governo-Geral da Provfncis de Angola
(Iuanda: Imprensa Nacional, 18 de Abril de 1857) 603, p. O.
, 2Serpa Pinto, How I Crossed Africa (Hartford. Conn: R. ¥.
Bliss and Company, 1881), p. 105.

S1bid.
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Another public ﬁotice which iﬁdicated a paternal concern for
the welfare of slaves appeared in the Boletim Oficial of April 18,
1857. A sleve owner, Pedro Ferréira de Andrade, inserted an announce~
ment in this issue, giving freeglom to a woman slave, Angelina Marie,
whom he had bought four years ago. He also entrusted two girls to her
care, prohibiting the sale of them to any one in the province upon his
departure to Lisbon that year.l
To the Portuguese these incidents indicated thet they were not

totally unconcerned with the plight of the slaves, but to England and
other European nations, they were ineffectual gestures. Most nations
ignored thé protests which emanated from within the Portuguese community
and joined in the universal choms,"condemning Portugal for allowing
slave trade during the first 'thi'ee hundred years of occupation in her
African “coloniea.

| Dilemma.~ For Catholiciem the uniting of the two motivations,
the Christianizing and the civilizing, identified missionary enter-
prises with the state and European settlers. This posed a dilemma
for the Catholic hierarchy, affecting Catholicist response to the
social issue. For example, the collapse of a reciprocal alliance
between the kings of Portugal and Congo also shattered the church's
dream of creating a Oatholic state; the promise of such an alliance

being hampered by “the degradations and frictions of the siave *t:t'ade."2

ABoletim Oficial, 18 de Abril de 1857, p. 12.
anm’ P 25.



Moreover, identifieation of Gatholicism with European
settlers projected an image of Qhristianity ﬁﬂ.ch was not flattering.
The slave trade had a demoralizing effect on European participants;
the slave trade increased men's thiz_'st fc;r material wealth at the
expense of other human beings. As Davideon says, ®idle and pampered,
the settlers of Luanda decayed with the passing of the years until
théy were left with 1ittle beyond their memories of erstwhile fame
and fortune.® ' .

Not only was:the image of Christianity demaged by the parti-
cipation of European Catholics in the slave trade, but the church
heraeli; was forced to compromise her position on the issue. For in-
gtance, ehrly Qatholic missionaries sucémnbed to the material riches,
enlarging their personal purses by engaging in sleve trade. Subse~
queubly; few of the Catholic hierarchy were effective in curtailing
the human traffic; instead, bishops and priests used the baptismel

revenue to further their ovui ends.

In each of the selected lssue of this study, the identification

of Catholicism with the state's aim to colonizé™ind to civilize will
be a factor in _the kind of response which it makes to a soclal sg.tu-
etion; the conflicting motivations and interests indicated the di~

mensions of Catholicism's dilemma.

1Davidaon, Blagk..+s pp. 158f.

835
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il. Protestantism

Iivingstone: Missionary Oritie.- Among the nations which
criticized Porffugal, none was é:e severe as Britaln, especially in the
nineteenth century. In many ways Britain's official attitude leaned
towards hypoerisy, having itself participated fully in the_' slave trade
up to then.

0f the many reports vhich came out of Portuguese Africe, none
aroused English public ééntiment against the slave trade as much as
that of the Scottish medical missionary, David Iivingstone. The re-
lationship between Iivingstone and the Portuguese began with mutusl
respect as the Scottish missionary explorer journeyed across Africa
from the east to the west comst. There were even favorable comments
in his journals on the work of the Jesuits. He wrote that on one of
his s'l'.::ps, "gome ten or twelve miles to the north of the village of
Ambaca,® he found & surprising number of people in the district who
could read and write. On further inquiry he discovered that “thers
once stood the missionary station of Cahends, and . . . this was the
fmit of the labours of the Jesuit and Oapuchi?miesionaries, for they
taught the peoplo of Ambaca.® Although their teachers were expslled
from the district at the time of Lhrquis of Pombal, the 1ndigenous
leadera ®contimied to teach each other," holding in great esteem their
edrly teachers.l

Iivingstone's arrival in luande aroused great curiosity. This

lmvid Livingstone, Missionary Travele and Reaearches in South
Afrioa (London. John Marray, 1857), p. 582.
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event was recorded in the offiocial bulietin of June 28, 1850; announcing
the arrivael of the Reverend David Livingstone from the Cape of Good Hope.
At the same time the governor genefal élaﬁdiated on the difficulties
encountered by livingstone and the help which the PFortuguese offered
him. The bulletin steted that thé Reverend Mr. Livingstone, after en-
countering numerous acts of hostilities from "the tribes bordering
Portuguese territory,® arrived at the fortress of Cassange in the
month of April, 1854. It also noted thet as soon as he entered Portu-
guese territorf, the hostilities ceased and he proceeded without further
molestations, receiving aid at each fortress along the way. The bulletin
concluded with a statement from Mr. Livingstone, expressing his profound
gratitude for all the “courtesies and hospitalities he received from
them and for the promptness with which they facilitated his progreéa.‘l
Six years later (December 15, 1856) this act of kindness by
the Portuguese goverrment to livingstone was officially reoorded‘at
a testimonial dinner for the missionary explorer by the Royal Geo-
graphical Bociety of London. Later, at a meeting of the London Mis-
sgenary Bociety, Sir C. Eardley made the following motion: That the
Assembly, uith,respect_:nd great joy, presemt to the gofernment of..
Her Majesty, Queén Viotoria, and to the Queen and King of Portugal
their most profbund‘gratitude for the vaeliant help offered to Dr.

: 2
Livingstone in his extensive explorations in Africa. In order that

tBoletim ofictal, 28 de Junho de 1854, pp. 2f.
2 |
Ibid., 11 de Abril de 1857 (602), p. 7.
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¢

Angolen residents might. be cognizant of the gratitude of Englend, the
event lwas duly recorded in the official bulletin of the governor general
of Angola.l

The kindly reception of the governor and residents of nugﬁda
was remarkable as Livingstone's‘viewa agaeinst the slave trade were
well lmowm. Throughout his travels in Angolas, Livingstone was pre-
occupied with the issue of slavery. He mentions in his M ssionary
Travels that he chose not 'to go to Luanda by way of Benguela (which
was a less arduous route) becaﬁse ®it 18 so0 undesirable to .travel in
a path once trodden by slave traders that I preferred to find another
line of- magch.a2 A

Livingstone also saw the involvement of government adminis-
trators in the slave trade. He indicated that although the Home
Govermmént should not be held responsible for the ®want of officisl
integrity,® this seriously handicapped the development of the rich
resources of the province. Livingstone remarked that it was to‘ this
ceuse which "may be escribed the failure of the Portuguese laws for
the entire suppression of the slave 'l'.ra.de."ls

But it was in Bast Africe thet Livingstone became fully dis-
enchented with the Poz;tuguese. He called attention to the folly of
the Portuguese in their disengagement with legitimate industry, ociting
the case of a once profi-table gold mine. VWhen Livingstone passed

throﬁgh ;l'.his section he found the Portuguese obtaining only elght to

Boletim Oficial, 11 de Abril de 1857 (602), p. 7.

2
“Livingstone, p. 227. S1bid., p. 819.
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ten pounds of:gold yearly; previously the production was sbout 130
- poﬁnde. Livingstone attributed the loss t; slave trade which

seemed to many of the m;rchanta a more speedy mode of be-

coming rich, to sell off the slaves,than to pursue the slow

mode of goldewashing and agriculture, and they contimued to

export them, until they had neither hands to labour nor to

fight for @Eem. It was just the story of the goose and the

golden egg.

His precccupation with the ill effects of the slave trade in
Angola was reflected at a testimoniel dinner offered by the Royal
Geographical Society of London in 1856. On this occasion he reported
that 100 miles inland he found slaves being sold for 12 shillings who
were later sold for 20 pounds in Cuba. ILivingstone further pointed
out that until this h;man traffic was aboliahed, this country would
never prosper. In this respect he gave credit to the Jesuits for in-
troducing coffee as a substitute cash crop.2

As a matter of official record Livingstone had already expressed
his views on this matter in a letter to the governor general of Angola
which he hed written at Tete on March 25, 1856, and which was published
in‘two succeeding issues of the official bulleg%? of the governor general
in 1857. 1In his letter Livingstone.blameg the lucratlv; elgvefggade as

the cause of tribal uﬁrs because the objective of these conflicts was to

capture prisoners who were later sold to European slave dealers. He also

"liivingstone, p. 631.

- 2Boletinm Oficial, 11 de Abril de 1857 (602), p. 7.



lamented the inVolvément of governmentAofficials in the humen traffic,
although he recognized that their small salaries induced them to ®traffic®
in alavefy as an extra source of income. He blamed this as the principal
reason for their participation in the sad commercial enterprise. To
ebolish slavery, Iivingstone strongly recommended the opening of com-
mercial postas throﬁghout the country, suggesting several sites as most
sultable, from the afandpoint of both commerce and living conditions.
He further proposed that if a particular firm wished to mine coal or
iron in this region, either industry would stimulate commerce. ILiving-
stone recogniged that unless legitimate trade was encourasged, the slave
trade could not be effectively curtailed.l,

But Iivingstone's efforts to co-operate with the Portuguese
to suppress the slave trade were futile; instead, Iivingstone's criti-
ciems aroused the ire of the Portuguese. His critiecs accused him of
being a forerunner of English imperialism, using his scientific ex-
pedition to hide his real motives.a They also ridiculed Livingstone'§
claims that he was the first white man to explors Oentral Africa,
offering documentation which préved to them thef the areas’ Living-
stone visited were al:eady inown to Portuguese tradofs and explorers.
8ilva Rego, a Catholic hietorian. writes that Jesuit missionaries

described the area around lake Niessa in 1624, two hundred years prior

1Boletim Oficial, 28 de Margo de 1857, pp. 8-1l; 4 de Abril,
de 1857, pp. 9-11. , '

2 .
mffy, Ps 188.
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to Livings’bone’:; visit to Central Afriéa.l Moreover, Livingstone's
contention that the Portuguese did nothing for Africar{g is disproved
by the work of Jesuit and Dominicen societies in Angola. They noted
that even Livingatone's journals commended the work of the Jesults
in the Ambaca :':'egﬁ.on.2 On this écore, one of his critics, Dr. José
de Lacerde, acidly remarked that ®Protestant missionaries may perhaps
be expert in history, ﬁxi.neralogy, geographical sciences,® but as

>

apostles of the Gospel, they are far from being effective.” Often,

the underlying tone of the arguments reflected a bitterness between

two differemt cultures. The Portuguese resented some of the implied
referencés in Livingator;e's journals to the superiority of the English
people, one of these made while Iivingstone was in the Cassange district.
He ohserved that t'he 'frequent fever bouts were a- drawback bﬁt \

in every other respect an agreeable land, and admirably
adapted for ylelding & rich abundance of tropical produce
for the rest of the world. Indeed I have no hesitation
in asserting, that, had it been in the possession of
England, it would now heve been yielding as much or more
of the raw materieal for her manufactures, as an equal
extent of territory in the cotton-growing states of
America. A railway from Loande to this welley, would
z;eure khe trade of most of the ixrt.eriorﬁgf South Qentral
rice. ' o

As the j,eaz‘s went by the early friendly relationship de: -

teriorated; Livingstone and the Portuguese became bitter rivals.

1 ' : 2 -
- Regoy p. 359. Iivingstone, p. 382.

5Francisco José de lacerda, Exame das vi.a&ns do Doutor
Iivingstone (Iisbom: 1867), p. 25.
4

livingstone, p. 437.



Duffy cites several céuaes for this animosity. First, the Portuguese
attempt to discredit Livingstone's discoveries wounded.his vanity
®more than he chose to admit . . ; which accounts for the sharp tone
of his response.® Becond, Livingstone, in his later voyages, beceme
suspicious of the nature of Lisbon's offer to help, claiming that
publicly, the Pbrtuguqse manifested a co-operative attitude, but
privately, govermment officials in the Portuguese territories were
advised by Lisbon to thwari'Livingstone and his party "at every turn.®
A third remson was the continued practice of slavery in Portuguese
torritories. Livingstone held thet this madness would be the de-
struction of Christlan civilization in Africa.’

Impetus for Protestant Mission Work.- The dramatic role of

David Livingstone inoreased when he returned to England in 1856,
having r;éresaed safely from Angola to the delta of the Zambezi.
Livingstone's voice was heard all over the world, asrousing the con~-
science of Protestant mission societies to begin a search for money,
men and supplies. His subtle pleas for Protestamt mission work were
noted in his travel journals. One such inclusiofitwas made while
Livingstone was in the ares of Sanza. He noted that although Christi-
anity had been iﬁtroduced'in the Oongo and in Angola two centuries
ago,'there_waa little evidence remaining of its influence among the
indigenou? peoples. He attributed the present desolate condition to

the failure of the priests to visit these villages, surmising that

o



the prevalence- of fe'vex; was a deterrent for such visitations. Yet,

Livingstone found that Christianity was ®looked upon with a gertain

degree.of favour.® He concluded that "it is more than probable that
the presence of a few Protestants would soon provoke the prie‘sts; if
not to love, to good works.‘l .

The new chdpter of Protestant missionary occupation in Afrieca,
however, began afterrr‘rthe death of Livingstone in 1875. It was Roland
Oliver who said that the rsturn of Livingstone's embalmed remains for
public bﬁrial in Yestminster Abbey a year after his death, dramatized
the story of h\i.s faithﬁl African bearers who "carried them 1,500 miles
to the Basi African cogst." 0Oliver further observed that seldom, in
the history of a nation, had a “mere ceremony served so effectively
to gather up all the threads of interest which, united, lead to action.®
Not onli'rlwera scientists, philanthropists, churchmen, explorers, geo-
graphers, stirred by Livings‘l';one's caréer, but his public burial aroused
deep feelings among “the thousands of ordi‘nary people who 11ned the
streets of Southampton as well as London.'a Of a sudden, churchmen
and i:hil?.nthropiats found the support which they nesded. -

A hundred. pulpits took up the téle of the miséionaryfexplprer

who hed died ®n his lmees . . . A revolution was set in motion

which was to bring a new kind of:missionary into Africs and a

new and more mumerous class of subscribere on to the sooletles'

lists. In missionary circles the talk was no longer of 'peri-
ghing heathen', but of Africans 'suffering' and 'meglected'.?

lmﬁngstona, Pe 1"27.

2Roland Oliver, The Missionary Factor in Bast Africa (London:
Longmans, Green and Co., 1552), pe 5% '

5Ibid.
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Indeed, the iﬁpetus for the Prétestaptfmiasionary‘movement in
Angole can 59 tracéd to the ‘popular ascclamation of an explorer hero®
and a semi-religious hetred of th;'slave trade,l

In addition to the Journals of David livingstone, there were
the exploring accounts of the English naval officer, Commander Oameron.
Travelling deep intovfbrtuguese territory in 1885, Commander Cameron
records ﬁn ineident which involved a slave trader, Coimbra, who calle&
himself a Ohristian. He found Ooimbra with fifty-two women, tied
together like a “string of horses.® Commander Cameron lamented thet
Coimbra's Christienity was only skin-deep, ®having been baptized by
some rogue &alling himself priest, but who, being far too bad to be
endured either at lLoande and Benguella, had retired into the interior,
end managed to subsist on fees given him for going through the form
of baptié&ng any children thaet might be brought to him.°2 Cameron
deplored the image of a person like Coiﬁbra, vho called himself a
Christian and who travelled under the protection of the Portuguese
fiég; Coimbre, Commander Cameron observed, could scarcely be a credit’

5 S

to European end Christian civilization.
The travel writings of both Iivingstone and Cameron arousdd

great eyﬁpathy aﬁbng all éeoples. Many: Protestant bodies esteblished

missions in Wost Central Africe, the firat in Central Africa beginning

in the lowsr Congo basin. Interestingly, thé receptiveness of the Congo

lvernon Lovett Cameron, Across Africa (London: George Phillip
B.nd Son’ 1885), Pe 587-

2 ' 3
Ibid. Ibid.
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king in receiving tﬁe British Baptisﬁ missiona.riea in 1879 was an in-
direct result of Livingstone's presence in West Africa. Carson Grahem,
one of the early Baptist missionaries reminds us that the forerunner of
the  Congo missiémries was a Royal Naval officer, lieutenant Grandy,
 who was assigned to search for .L_ivingstone by the Royal Geographicel
Society in 1873. On this voyage lieutenant Grandy remeined in Sdo
Salvador for five weeks, at a time vwhen an epidemic of small pox '
prevailed throughout the ‘dist:"ict. The naval officer helped in the
treatment of the sufferers, one of them being the Congo king. Five
years later, when the first English missioneries arrived in the Congo,
the king,-Dom Pedro Iqlo, remembered the act of kindness of Ideutenant
Grandy and welcomed Grandy's countrymen into his country. The king
,renm:lne;l friendly, ®despite all the endeavoﬁrs of the Portuguese to
pre judﬁ:e him against them'.‘l

| A result of the personal report of Livirigatone of the practice
of slavery on the west coast of Africa was the increase in the patrol
ships from both England and the United States. On one of the American
ships, the Dolphin, there was on board a studept, John P. Meens, &
young Americen officer of the naval reserve. Means vas so aghast at
the cruelties df slavery thet having become recording secretary of
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 1866, he
urged thé Board in his report of 1877 to open work in the- Benguela pla-

teau in central Angola. Dr. Means drew from his early experiences during

JTR. He Oarson Grehem, Under.Seven Congo Kings (London:

darey PI'BBB, 1951), Pe 4.




the slave patrolling days of Africe, and in the wake of the rising
enthusiasm of‘Livingstone“a and Stanley's travels, the American Board
undertook this new work of expam;ion.l' In England the pioneer English
Brethren missionery, Frederick Stanley Arnot, “heard livingstone speak
while a child, and was fired with the desire to follow in the footsteps
of the great eanq.vloz"e:l',"'2 opening the first of the Brethren stations in
the interior in 1884;

A further elogquent testimony of the humanitarian concern of
the nineteenth century was the appointment of Semuel Miller to the
Vest Qentral Africa Mission in 1880 by the American Board of Com-
missioners>for Foreign Missions. Mr. Miller, a former slave who was
freed after the Civil War, was a graduate of Hempton Institute of
Virginia and the first American'Negro to wserve as e missionary in
West Oez;tral AfriceL.5 On being asked v;hy he was going to Afrieca,
Samuel Miller aéid, "I know there are enough here vho need the _gospel,
butﬂ they have a chance to hear it; they can if they have a mind to;
but out there the heathen have no chance; I want to go and give them
8 aha.m:e.'l+ Mr. Mller's words sum up the feelings of many Protestant
missionaries in Angola. . R

Dilemma.- Although Protestant mission work was not established

lﬂilliam E. Strong, The Story of the American Board (Boston:
Pllgrim Preﬂsg 1910)’ Po 556.

D.l P].GBBiS’ Pe 255. BTucker’ EOJ.G-OQQ, Pe ‘45-

4
8eventh Annual Report of the A.B.0.F.M. (Boaton. Riverside
Press, 1880), P 250 .
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. .
until the 1880's, thé protests by David livingstone in the 1860's did
point out certain problems. For instance,the Protestant position
would have been colored by its reiation to the state; Protestantism
being set-apart from the dominant power bj nationa;ity, culture, and
religion. This posture unavoldably would have caused tension between
the Portuguese state gnd Protestantism; one would be suspicious of the
other. In such a situation there could be advantages and disadvantages
for the position of Protes¥antism. On the one hand, the dissoclation
of Protestantism from the state could offer the freedom to label the
slave trade as a ™Work of satan,® condemning all who engaged in the
®madness of slavery.™

On the other hand, the separateness of Protestantism from
the state would make her protests ineffective; Protestantism could
not have*had the political leverage which COatholiciem possessed in
the colonial government. Furthermore, Protestant missionaries vho
were foreigners would have the status of guests; the state having
the power to expel them from the colony at all times. A protest
would mean expulsion; Protestant missionaries cotlld reason that it
was better to keep silent then to be expelled from the country. -~

Moreover, when P*oteetantiam actually faced the issue of
slavery within its own structure in the 1900's, its response was one

of_compromiae.l For instance, when the deputation to the West Central

» “lpeport of the Deputation to the West Central Africe Mission,
1911’ Po 290

i
i
I
¥




Africa Mission of the‘American Board of Conmissioners for Foreign
Misaioﬁa found that slavery existed within the church fellowship, the
members were told that some miesidharies tolerated the practice by
basing their acceptance on the position of the Apostle Paul in the case
of Philemon; the missionaries urging ®that the slaves of Christians
should be treated asAchildren and provided for in every kindly way.‘l
The problem for Protestantism is as equally complicated as it
is for OCatholieism, the ieéﬁe of compromise being a dilemma for both

religious groups.

) 4. Bummsary

Thq‘dwindling sources of labor from the ranks of the Amerindiens
and European ‘indentured laborers for the sugar plantetions in the West
Indies and the Americas forced plantation owners to turn to West Africa
for their manpower requirements. At first, the supply of African slave
labor to the West Indies was only a trickle. But as the demand for
suger became‘graatqr in Europe the number of sugar plantations in-
‘ereased ten-fbid, necesgsitating more and moré labor from Wee@ Africa.
~From the seventeenth century onward slaves becamiQ; valuable coyggdity
in internationﬁl-f#adef%they were as profit;ble as the far easférzu
luxu?y items of ailks,’drﬁgs, perfumes, and spices. The Europsan
sc?&mb;e for West Afrieca began, each Europsan nation competing with

the other to control the trade route from Europe'to‘West Africe to

A lﬁbat Oentral Africe Report, . 29.



the VWest Indies and bégk to Europq. ﬁﬁ to the mid-éeventeenth oentﬁry,
Portugal had a monopoly of the slave trade on fhe.ueathcogst of Africa.
By 1641, however, the Dutch had u;ﬁrped the Portuguese as the Buropean
supplier of slaves for the West ¥ndies, although Portugal conmtinued to

~ furnish slave lebor for Brazil from her colonies in 880 Tom¢, the Congo,
and Angola.

Yet, the slave trade hed far-reaching effects beyond its im-
mediate commercial transac{ions, From the standpoint of Affican soclety,
one result wes a depletion of manpower in both the Congo and in Angola.
For instance, Basil Davidson estimates the “total number of captives
taken from the old states of the Congo and Angola at ebout five million.'l
For Angola alone Gladwyn Ohilds calculates that ®during the first
hundred years . . « three m1lion would probably be & very conservative
estimate cf the total.'2 Both Davidson and Childs agree that the small
density ofjpopulation a8 indicated in the 1950 census of nine persons
per equarefmile is & result of the slave trade. A second effect was
a loosening and a shift of the power structure, the feudal lords of the
Dongo diég;ict rebelling against the authority ofathe Congo king, the
control of trade ahifting from the Congo to -the lumende district. ™

A third result was the introduction of several new elements _

vwhich were foreign to the indigenous culture. One was the commergial’

emphaéia on the slave traffic, the worth of & slave being calculated

lnaﬂdﬂon’ Black.o.’ Pe 160-
20hild8, D« 1950



iﬁ'relation to tﬁe marke£ price. Another, slavery was no longer a
domeetic.inatitution; they were exported to North Amar;ga without any
hope of returning to their land of birth. BSubsequently, the abrupt
transportation of men, women, and children to North Amerieca hastened
the break-up of the traditiomal cultural pattern in West Africa. An-
other new element wes an increase in internal warfare, the object being
to acquire prisoner of wars to be sold as slaves.

A fourth internal effect was a stagnation of legitimate com-~
mercial enterprises, slave traffic being more profitable. As David
livingstone indicated in his travel journals, all traders, European
and Afriecan, were preoccupled with the lucrat;ve human traffic so that
they abandoned their gold mines and discarded all efforts to develop
legitimate trade.

For Portugal, the commercial feature of the slave trade often
assumed a greater impbrtance than the ciﬁilizing and religious aspects
of her colonizing motivetions.. Yet, to isolate and condemn Pbrtugal
for her role in the slave trade is not fully just; most western nations
were active participants. As Duffy reminds us, ‘;g;tugal'g record as
a slaving nation is no worse--and no better--than that of other Euro-
pean and American countries, and her exploitation of the African has
ﬂever been because he was an African, bﬁf because he was exploitable.‘;

‘And vhat of Ghrietianiﬁy.and,the Christian church? The re-

sponées ofantholic and Protestant bodies varied. The COatholic church,

1

Duffy, p. 131.
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more often than th, was & participant in the slave traffic, believing
that it was saving the infidels through mass baptism. However, there
were numerous occasions when repreeéntativea of the catholic ohurch,
African and Europeaﬁ, protested against slavery. For instance, Dom
Afonso, the Congo king, protested fo the king of Portugal in the early
sixteenth century on the undesireble effects of the aslave trade in his
kingdom. Several members of the Jesuit order also denounced the abuses
of the slave trade, contending that the laws protecting the freedom of
Amerindians should be extended ta include Negroes. But these protests
wore largely ineffective, the church profiting from the slave traffic.
Consequently,: the early dream of the Portuguese to create Christian
states in her West Africen colonies ua; thrust aside, no longer to be
revived during this period.

What were the factors which influenced the response of the
Oatholic church to slave labor? One was religious, representatives
of the Catholic church acted on the belief that they were saving the
souls of the infidels through mass baptism. Moreover, both canon and
oivil laws acknowledged that African negroes were always bqund by

slavery, and for this reason, the Catholic church could ﬁarticipatgw

~ in the slave trade. A second factor was the identification of the

Catholic church with the Portuguese state. The slave trade was con-
ducted under the aegis of the state, government officials participating

in the humen traffic. ‘The state, as the protector and spbneor of the

church, expected the clergy to bless the slave traffic. Under this

relation the state and the church profited from the slave trade. A
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similar situation was tﬁe identification of the church with European
settleré. A fourth was economic, the church's share of . the baptismal
receipts helped support its missionéry vork in the country.

In many respects the situation in vhich the Oatholic church
found itself posed e dilemma. On the one hand, Catholicism's identi-
fication with the state and European settlers on the issue of slave
lebor made it impossible to achieve its aim of creating Christian
states in West Africa. Mbresver, the church's involvement compromised
her ethical position, early Catholic missionaries succumbing to meterial
riches. Murthermore, Catholicism's sanction of the sleve trade provided
an exouse‘fofiEuropeans to participéte in the human traffic. 8uch em-
ployment had a demoralizing effect on the life of Eurcpeans, increasing
men's thirst for material wealth at the expense of other human beings.

Oazthe other hend, if the Catholic church had vigorously pro-
teeted the practice of slave trade, its institutional life Wwould have
suffered. For one thing, it would have lost its favored positiorn with
the state. The state would no longer act as a protector and benefactor
of thé church. There would also be the possibility that the church |

would alienate iteelf from the European colonizers, reducing the number

" of Catholic adherents in this era. Moreover, the Catholic church would

have faced a financial loss if it hed withdrawn from the slave trads.
Finally, the protests from the Oatholic church could arouse the antago-

nism of African slave traders, local chiefs and rulers also profited

‘from this commerciasl enterprise.

For Protestantism, its response was not beset with the diffi-
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culties which confrontea the Catholic church. In general the repre-
sentatives of the Protestant church responded negetively to the practice
of ﬁye slave trade. Wq recall the protests and condemnation of slavery
by David Iivingstone and Oommander Cameron. Indeed, we attributed the
impetus of Protestent mission work in Angola‘to David Livingstone who
sroused the conscience of the Protestant churches ‘to send men, supplies,
and equipment to thet country.

In a broad sense the factors which influenced the response of

Protestantism to the slave trade were opposite to that of Catholicism.

o

The Protestant church did not have a cenon law sanctioning slavery;
it was neither linked with the colonial state nor identified with the
European settlors in Angola. Moreover, its mission work wes not de~
pendent on the profits frﬁm the slave trade. And finally, the Protes-
tant church was not an established institution in this period of
~ Angolen hiséory, giving its representatives freedom to eriticize the
social, political, and economle practices of the colonial povwer.
Protestant nations, however, were not absolved from participation in
the slave trade, having engaged in it up to the nineteenth century.
But in the 1800's the climate changed; there wes a Gibady putcr& from
Britain and other wpsﬁernﬁnations against the slave traffic. .
Both pﬁsitions, Catholic and Protestant, raise several guestions
which will be with us throughout this study. “Can a religious group
_ protest effeptively if it is éilied with the state?® "Is it psssible
to effect a change in policy when a religious group is set-apart from

the rﬁling bower?‘ Is there a favorsble position between the two



102

opposite extremes?®™ We shall keep these questions in mind as we pro-

ceed to discuss another aspect of slavery in Chapter IV;- that of

forced labor.



CHAPTER IV
FOROED LABOR

1. Introduction

i. Forced Labor Supplgnts 8lave Labor

For most Eurcpean nations the legal basis for slave trade
was abolished by 1820; Sweden in 1813, Holland in 1814, France in
1819, end Spain and Portugal in 1820.1 But the actual practice of
stopping slave trade for Portugal wes slow and painful; Brazil's
demand for cheap labor overshadowed eny legal barrier. 8lave ships
continued to ply between Angola and Brazil even aftor Portugal signed
the anti-slavery treaty in 1820. It wes only the active participation
of Britis; naval erulsers which finally helted the flow of slaves
between the West African coast of Angola and Brazil. British naval
vessels seized Portuguese ships along the Angolan coast and brought
the slave traffic to a helt. A final tresty in 1842 in which Portugal
classified slave trade as equivalent to piracy was the concluding act
to th;s chapter in Angolan hietory.2 . ST

Yet, the‘end of omne cruel ers ushered in another, often in 8
mich more yicioua form.‘ This was the practice of forced labor in the

Pbrtuéuese possessions. One of the first accounts of this practice is
recorded by Livingstone in his journals. In his trek‘to luande, Living-

2
1Du Plessis, p. 52. - Duffy, p. 145

105
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stone encountered several gangs of men carrying loads to the Benguele
coast. He writes that

when the more stringent measures of 1845 came into operation,
and rendered the exportation of slaves almost impossible, there
being no roads proper for the employment of vwheel conveyences,
this new system of compulsory sarriage of ivory and bees'-wax
to the coast was resorted to by the Govermment of loanda. A
trader who requires two or three hundred carriers to convey his
merochandise to the coast, now applies to the General Government
for aide An order is sent to the Commandant of a distriet to

" furnish the number required. Each head-man of the villages to
whom the order is transmitted, must furnish from five to twenty
or thirty men, according to the proportion that his people bear ,
to the entire population of the district. For this accommodation
the trader must pay a tax to the GovernTent of 1000 reis, or
about three shillings per load carried.

Angolan European residents easily fell in with the new scheme;
the labor aysg;m was too ingrained in their social, economic, and national
life, If the?e was any talk of abqliahing the system, it was in terms of
doing it at a slow pace. For the Portuguese colonists insisted that
Africans needed to be taught to work. Eventually, this wes the loophole
in the labor code of 1878; any vagrant or unemployed African could be
pressed into service and contraéted for by a European employer.

legally, there was & change in emphasis; contracts, in theory, were to.

be made with a free will, in contrast to a forced lebor system. In

practice there was not mich difference. For a fuller description 3

the labor system in Pbrtuguése possessions we turn to the reports made

by Nevinson, Ross, Harris, Davideon, and Galvéo.

2
llﬁ.vings‘tone, Pe 586. lhffy, D 156.
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ji. International Reports on Forced Lebor

Report of Nevinson. - In 1904 end 1905 a British journalist,
Henry Nevinson, “at the suggestion of the editor of Harper's monthly
magazine,® made & journey to the Portuguese possessions of Angola, 2o
Tomd¢ and Pri¥ncipe. He found a syeﬁem, legally giving the right to an
employer to contract an Africen through the offices of a govermment
official. This contract was to be voluntary; the employer offering
a certain sum of money for a period of time to an African. 1In the
contrect an African employee declﬁrea thet "he has come of his own
free will to contract for his services under the terms and according

to the forms required by the law of April 29, 1875, the general regu-

" lation of November 21, and the speclal clauses relating to this province.‘l

“The contract further specified that the contracted laborer was subject

to any service determined by the employer end he could not leave his
service without the employer's permission during the contracted pe;iod.
His working conditions included nine hours & day with a day off on
Sunday, and a two hour lunch-period. The period of contract waes for
five yeara with an option of renewal at the end of that time. - The

employer Was also reaponsible to provide food and elothing besides-a.

:.regularly agreed monthly stipend.

Nevinson observed that to the outsider the contract seemed

simple, fair. and just. But when the system was set in motion, the

: lﬁenry W. Nevinson, 4 Modern Slavery (New York: Herper and
Brotherag 1906), P 28.

Ibid.



106

injustice of the contraci system was brought to light. For example,
an agent sent to contract labor arrived at a village 4o bargain with
the chiefs for so many “heads.® As payment the sgent ;ffered guns,
cartridges, calico, and rum. After the transaction vas carried oﬁ£,
the laborers were marched down the coast, presented to the magistrate,
who officially designated them as comtratadose The agent, in turn,
received "fifteen or twenty pounds for & man or woman, and about five
pounds for & child.‘l
The injustice of the syétem was centered on the "freedom of
contract,® and Nevinson indignently asks in his report: ®What does
the Afriean _lkmow about nine hours a dey and two hours rest and the
days saenctified by reliéion? Or vhat does it mean to him to be told
that the contract terminates at the end of five years?‘a In answer
to these questions, Nevinson writes thet the terms of the contract
were meaningless to an African. All he knew was that he had been taken
from his village, driven down to the coast, s0ld, and was now in.the
hands of a white man. He was also aware that if he fled and was
caught, he would be flogged to death as an example to other contracted
laborers. Yet, Fevinson acknowledged thet the employer was within
his legal rights. Buthelsaid. under such conditions, "In what sense

ﬁoee.auch a man enter into a free contfﬁct for his labor? In what sénae,

except according to law, does his position differ from a slave'31'5

2
INevinson, p. 29. Ibid., pe 30.
’1bid,
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Nevinsoﬁ's ha'rsl'; condemnation of the legal basis of the system
was equaled by his outery egainst the actual working conditions of
the contracted laborers. His description of a working day was vivid,
and sed.” He wrote: |

At helf-past four the big bell clangs agein. At five it clangs
agein. Men and women hurry out and range themselves in line
befors the gasa, coughing horribly and shivering in the morning
air. The head overseer calls the roll. They answer their queer
names. The women tie their babies on to their backs agein.

They balance the hoe and metchet in the basket on their heads,
and pad eway in silence to the spot where the work was left off .
yesterday. At eleven the bell clangs again, and they come back
to feede So day follows day without a break, except that on
Sundays 'days sanctified by religion' the people are allowed,

in some plantations,_to work little plots of ground which are
nominally their own.l

In a note to this deseription, Nevinson e.clcnowledged thet the
labor conditions in Portuguese A;lgola were no differfant from those 1in
many other c:cn.tni'.r:i.es,2 but this was not an excuse; Nevinson reminded his
readers this excuse was also used to justify slevery. His purpose in '
describing these conditions was ®to show thet difference between the
'contract ‘1abor! of Angola, e.nd the old fashioned slavery of our grand-
fathere' time is only a difference of legal terms. 1In life there is

no difference at &11-‘? He showed thet the process was similar and

ST
- ‘

1Nevinaon, p. 36.

The harshness of the foroed labor system in Portuguese African
territories is evident when one .compares it to the contract esystem which
brought the Japanese t¢ Hawali in 1868. Agents of Hawaiien sugar planta-
tions: logally contracted with the Japesnese government. and: citizens to work
in Hawaii. ' The Japanese laborers were free to return to their homes: in’

.- Japan after fulfilling their contract. This was not so in. Angola;: Africans
had no-such choloe: They were forced to work in the plantations of 8o Tome.

%2
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the dangers to tﬁe soulé ;f men were as great. Nevinson concluded
his report with this judgment: %We ﬁay grant . . . that the Portuguese
planters are far above the average men. Still I say that if they Were
all Archbishops of Oanterbut;y, it would not be safe for them to be en-
trusted with such powers as thesge Qver the bodies and souls of men and
women. ®

Revinson's reports of the labor conditions in Angola and 8&o
Tomé once again kindled the controversy of slave labor in Portuguese
territories. He enlisted the Bupfort of English humenitarians who
demanded that their country use her influence on Portugal to abolish
slave labor practices in @er West African colonies. Nevinson ﬁxrtixer
urged the Cadbury chocolate firm to stop buying cocoa from 880 Tomd,
appealing to Yﬁiliam Cadbury's Quaker principles. '

Cadbury, sensitive to the criticisms of Nevinson and other
English humenitarians, was disturbed, but proceeded with caution. ‘
He sent a representative of the firm, Joseph Burtt, to 580 Tomé to
make an investigation. Nevinson, however, was not too hofeful thet
any positive result would come out of Burtt's findings. Burtt, although
a Quaker, had a high-opigion of the Portuguese in their mﬁnagement",af

- Angola and the islands of S%0 Tome end Principe. He was credited with

the statement that the syet'em may be called slevery but ®nemes and
systems don't matter. The sum of humen happiness is being definitely

: a . 2
increased. And after all, are we not all slaves?® But much to Nevin-

lneﬂnﬁon’ Pe %o . 2mffy’ P 1610
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son's surprise, Burtt, afher 8 yeer in ﬁo Tomd and Angole, informed
hie employer thet Revinson's report was not exaggerated, .but highly
accura.te.l But Cadbury was not to b; hurried. He ﬁr‘st went to Lisbon
with Burtt to present their case to the Overseas Minister who promised
to correct the sbuses. But soon after their visit, Cadbury received |
vord of the ouster of the Overseas Minister from his office. Cadbury
then initiated oorrespoﬁdence with the Planters' Association in Lisbon,
callingg their attention to the abuses which his representetive found
in Angola and 880 Tomd. In his correspondence Cadﬁury stipulated that
if the labor coridﬁions were not corrected, he would cease buying their
excellent coocR. He wrote, that our ®conscience.will not permit us to
continue buylng the raw material for our industry, if we do not have
the certainty of its being produced. in the future by a system of free
~ labor. 2

In reply to Cadbury's letter, the Planters' Association held
that Mr. Burtt'e findings were exaggerated; the Association claimed
that the workers remained on the island because they wanted to. As
to the high death rate, this was due to the unhealthy clin_mte and not
to any brutalities by plantetion owners. The Flamters' Association:”
:”exqused.the piesenee of ‘any éxtreme abuses on the grounds that there
was no'peman_c_snt govermment mechinery in the islands. This, the As-
sociat:i_.crmA pszmi;séd Mr. Cadbury, was being remedied by the Portugese

3 ‘ 4

govermment.

S 1!11118.1:1‘ A. Cadbury, Lebour in Portuguese ¥West Afrioa,(New
York: E. P. Button and Co., 1910 » PP. 103'151- .

2_ .
Ibid., p. 1‘6- 5Ibi.d-' PP 11"7f-
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Oadbury was not in an enviable position. On the one hand, he
faced the criticisms of his countrymen; on the other, he faced a loss in
his business if he curteiled his cocon supply from S50 Toméd. He decided
thet the only recourse was to visit S8o Tomé and Ango'la himself. The
result was a publication of _I'.abour.in Portuguese West Africa, with con-

clusions the same as thoee of Nevinson and Buri:*l:..l On his return to

England the Cadbury firm instituted a boycott of 880 Toméd cocos; two
other English companies and a German firm followed suit. In 1909. Burtt
was commissioned by the Anti-Slavery Society of England to convince
American chocolate manufacturers to follow the action of Cadbury Brothers. .
Burtt went to-the United States, but his efforts were ﬁ:t:li‘(’.loaas.2
English humenitarians, however, continued to pressure their
govermment to maloe strong presentations to Portugal. In fairnmess to

the Portugv.fese, there were some in Portugal and in Angola who agreed

xin principle with the findings of Nevinson, Burtt, and Cadbury. For

instance, in Nevinson's report, -he noted the courageous stand taken by

>

the newspaper A Defeza de Angola on this question.” But the practice

continued unabated; & subsequent report in 1909 by snother British
humenitarien, Jobn Harris, dpened the festering wound once ageain. -

Report of ﬁ&::ris.l‘—v John Harris began & series of reports,

» lcadbury, Po 147. 2Mfy’ pa 165. : 3N971n5°n’ po'27.

h'.l‘he statistics of John Harris often seemed excessive (e.g.
20,000 to 40,000 slaves were sold every year across the Belglan .

‘frontier), but his work should be viewed as one of a succession of

English reports egainst forced lebor in Portuguese West Africe.
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Portuguese Slavery: Britain's Dilemma, was published in 1913. He.

reviewed the pﬁst evidence collected by British investigators, and
called attention to the most rec;nt'report by an American sociologist,
Edward A. Ross. After Harris interviewed officials, priests, and resi-
dents, he damned Portugal for the state of affairs in her African
colonies. . He charged that "of the 70,000 to 100,000 Angolan workers
shipped to S8o Tomé in the thirty years preceding 1908, not a single
one had been repatriated.il

Thirteen years later John Harris published Slavery or “Sacred

Trust®? in which he reviewed once more %an old story.® 1In this book

he introduded the ®peculiar responeibility of Great Britain for the
integrity of the Portuguese coloniea.'z He reminded Britein of the
meny alliances between the two éountries since 1375, especially to call
her att;ntion to the treaty of 1661 in which Great Britain agreed “to
\defend and protect all conquests or colonies belonging to the crown of
Portugal ageinst all his enemies, as well future as present.'5 Harris
maintained that although this treaty was still in force, Britain's
obligetion to Fortugal may have been forfeited by the pondi%ions of
slavery in her African colonies. He referred to the 1912 statement
~of Lord Oramer, proclaiming that if Portugal's African colonles are

seriously mensced, it would be impossible “for British arms to be

;John Hobbis Harris, Portuguese Siavegzz Britein's Dilemma
(Iﬂndon‘ Methuen, 1915) s P 90

. :
John H. Harris, Slavery or "Sacred Trust®? (London: williems
and Norgaﬁe, 1926) 9 Po 1‘5.‘ " ‘

BIbida. Pe ll"éo
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employed in order to retein them under the uncomtrolled possession of
Portugal, so long as slavery is permitted.‘1

Then in 1957 John Harris published A Century of Emsneipation,

proefacing his book with these vords:

this is 'a popular book' setting forth the story of struggles

during a hundred years for emencipating child races, backward

races from systems either of slavery or of oppression under
which they the weaker races have been inzthe past and are
still to-day exploited for selfish ends.

Foremost to John ﬁérris' thesis was the question, “When does
contract labour become slavery?® His answer wes simple: “When the
person under Contract has been secured by force or f'raucl."'3 Harris!
medn indicthent centered on 830 Tome whose laborers were recruited
from Angola under the forced labor systeme He cited the evidence
Burtt submitted in the celebrated Cadbury v. Standard case of 1909 in
which Burtt equated the Servigal system with slavery.4

Moreover, Harris ridiculed Portugal's new legislation, es-
pecially the following preesmble:

As e nation, Portugel wishes to call the attention of the

world to the following statements regarding her nationsl

policy:

(1) Portugal wes the first nation to spread abroad in the
world the high ideals which are the foundation of civi-
lization.

15&!‘1‘18, _S_l—azgﬂoo_g’ Pe 46.7

2J’ohn H. Harris, A Qsntury of Emancipation (London: J. M.
Dent & Sons, 1933), vii.

1bid., p. 179 *hid., p. 183.
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(2) Portugal has spent large sums of money in support of
religious missions to raise the native races in ac-
cordance with the highest traditions of civilizetion.

Harris concluded his repoi;t of the Portuguese involvement with

the judgment that until the present system was abolished ®Portuguese
‘ 2
labour system is barely, if at all, distinguishable frem slavery.”

Report of Ross.~ 8ix years later (1925) Edward Alsworth Ross,

University of Wisconsin sociologist, submitted his report on labor
conditions in Portuguese Afi'ica_to the Temporery Slaving Commission
of the League of Nations. Edward A. Ross was not a crusader; his
report was factual, based on case studies. His visits included“the
areas of Malange, Bailundu, and Silve Forto. . In many ways his notes
were comparable to diary entries, setting down all his daily encounters
with Africans on the road and in the villeges. According to the in-
troduction of his report, he visited villages in the bush, gathering
®the people together and through an interpreter known to them and in
whom they had confidence, questioned them as to the:l.r. compulsory
].E!J:oo:r."5 Ross had complete falth in these conferences for he found
it was not likely that the “head man, pastor or teacher, interrogated
as to the incidence of compulsory lsbor in his villege, 'gave falge

answers, "

. 2
‘Barris, A Gentury..., p. 188. Ibid., p. 190.°

SEaward Alsworth Ross, Report on Employment of Netive Labor
_in Portuguese Africa (New York: Abbott Press, 19255, Ps e

4Ibid.
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1,

One of-Ross":ln-formante t0ld him hov in 1922 he had seen many
women in the Songo administrative ares ordered to Lue‘nde. to work for
the whites. He also reported seeing three hundred women carrying cley
to make bricks for the locel govermment post. On asking the uomén
what wages they were receiving, .the informant of Ross received the
following answer: ®Nothing, but they will pey us with & stick if we
don't furnish clay."lv

To Ross the labor conditions he found in Angola were worse
than slavery. He noted that-m Africans ®would rather be slaves
then what they are now. As slaves they have value and are not under-
fed, but now nobody cares whether they live or die."a In fact Roes
found that the serfdom supported by the govermment was ®"more heart-
less then the old domestic slavery which was cruel only when the
master was of oruel cha.:.'.e.e‘l'.er."5 In the present system, the Axgeriﬁa.n
soclologist judged that ®now they are in the iron grasp of a system
vhich makes no allowance for the circumstances of the individual
and ignores the fate of the families of the labor recruite.‘h

| The report of Ross reactivated the earlier denuncistions
of the Portuguese: alaze labor conditions in her Afrﬂ.ca;n possessions.
In rebuttal the' Portuguéae govermment called on the district governor,
F. M. de Oliveira gantos,.to refute tﬁ-o charges of Rosa. To procufe-

data for his defense, the district governor retraced the steps of

C1 2
o Ross, p. 150 .. Ibid., Pe 12.

5Ibid. ‘ o aIbi.d.
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Ross, interroga'l-'.ing the .aame Africans who furnished the information
for the report of Ross. In subservience to Portuguesehattbhority, all
denied meldng statements as recorded in the Ross' report. Oliveira
Santos causticelly denounced Ross'! charges as false and extolled the
benefits of the Fortuguese "nat:ﬁe"’ policy, calling attention io the
noteworthy and invalueble program of énative‘ assistance.

The presentation of the defense by Portugal salved the con-
science of the Temporary Slaving Commission of the League of Nations.
Once again, Portugal glossed ov;r the evils of the labor conditions
in her tost African colonies. Not until fifty years after the report
of Nevinbon:Was this qu§stion opened again :_qu" international scrutiny.
This was the oécasiém ofthe publication of Harper's second report on
slave labor conditions in Angola by Basil Davidson.

Report of Davidson.- ﬁfty years after the report of Nevinson,

the editors of Harper's once more sought to assess the labor conditions
in Angola. A British Journalist, Basil Davidaon, was commnlssioned to
write the article. In June 1954 Harper's magazine published Davidson's
account under the same title Nevizison used fifty years ago, “A' Modern

Slavery.® A year later Davidson incérporated the report into his-book

The African Awakening. 1 s

L‘llce his predecessors, Davidson caustically chastised the .
Portugueae for their forced labor practices.’ He belittled the Fortu-
guese claims that their laws forbade alavery in their African terrl—

e 1pasil Davidsen, The African Awakening (New York: The
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tories. Davidson adknowledged the existence of the humanitarian labor
acts of 1928 and 1930 which forbade the state to furnmish laborers for
plantations, fisheries, and othe;' private commercisl enterprises. But
he said, ®nothing could be more libera;l and tolerant; nothing, equally,
mmmmwmm“mMMmmmnmm“mMum
Angole dictated aoﬁe such system; forced labor “remains the flywheel
of the country's whoie ecozmmy.‘2

In what sense is ?orch labor the ®*flywheel of the nation's
economy?® Davidson cited three main reasoms. First, forced labor is
needed to maintain the roads which linikk the towns and villeges to the
commercial centers of each district. Road maintensnce is essentially
hand labor; machinery is non-existent in the rural areas. A second
reason for the existence of forsed lafor is to supply workers for
Europea;z qwned sisal, coffee, sugar plantations, and fisheries. The
third reason is: the demand for laborers in the diamond mines bordering
the Oongo fromtier in the Lunda district. The diemond ccmpany, Diamsng,
18 a powerful economic bloo in Angola, conmtributing a yearly sum of
87 million eacudos to the govermment trea.sury.5

Not only did Davidson indict the Portuguese govermment; but
_ he also impi&.‘ce;ted Britéin's guilt in ellowing the forced labor system
to'contin_ue'in Angola. He acouee;i the British goverrment ;Ehat in her

role as the protecting power of Portugal she ™did 1ittle more than

1 ‘ 2 .
lhvidson, African... 3 Do 199. Ibid. s Po 1970
31bid., pp. 209f. )
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'note with interest' the' disclosures and the protests of inconvenient
travellers 1ike Nevinson and Harria.”l Davidson also ?alled attention
to British and “American economic interests in the diamond mining com-
pany, Diemang, and the railwsy cempany of Benguela, both 1ndustriés
vwhich employed considerable mmbers of contracted laborez_fa. In an
interview with the manager of the Benguela Railway Company, Davidson
sarcastiocally compliméhted the British shareholdera on earming their
profits from the 2,000 ‘epnt_ract laborers® who were “treated better
than most forced workers in Angc;la today.'2

The publication of Davidson's report once again opened the
issue of -Portuguese right to govern her overseas territories. English

joufna.la such as the New Statesman, QObserver, and the Guardian, took

up the attack against Portugal. For her defense, Portugal called on

a retired English colonel, F. Olement C. Egerton, to refute Davidson's
charges. In the tradition of Oliveira Samtos, Colonel Egerton re-
traced the steps of Basil Davidson's trip into Angola, deriding David-
son's stay of ten days as too short to produce a factual and accurate
report of labor conditions in that country. He talked with the managers
of the Benguela railway and the Casequel SBugar Company, ‘both of whom
denied that they made the statements asoribed to them in the Davidson.
i'eport. R |

-Egérton critioized Davidson's use of the word "slave® in

2
Ipavideon, African..., p. 201.  Ibid., p. 215.
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refoerring to contract 'labor, ineisting thet Ycontratados are not

. slaves unleés to ineist that a man shall earn his own living is to
make a alavé of him.®! He further- corrected Davidson in his allusion
Vthat‘ those who refused to work were sent-to the police; instead, they

were sent to the chefe de posto. The distinction between the police

and the chefe de post;.o, of course, wes not touched on by Colonel
Egerton; in practice, f;he chefe can be more cruel then the nmniéipal
police. Finally, Egerton qlieeti,oned Davidson's sources of infor-
mation, concluding that ®it remains for the reader to decide what
value can be attached to the statements of an ‘'investigator! who
passed less-than a fortnight in Angola, or to. the ‘evidence! of his
assembly of anonymous informera.°2

Report of GalvBo.- Although there wes some furor when Basil

Devidson made his report in 1554, it ereated, on the whole, only a

mild ripple in 1ntérnationa1 diplomecy. But Davidson's allusion to
Henrique ’Galv’io's report on forced labor did indicate a current of
unrest within the official government politicel party. Galvdo, as
chief inspector of colonial administration, submitted a repoi"t in

1947 on labor conditions in Angola, condemning harshly the foroed.”
labor practices in thet pl;ovince. The Salazar. govermment removed him
for his post and squelehed his findinge. Davidson, in his research --
for _the' Harper's assigrment, unearthed Galvio's report and gave it

wide publicity. '

lF.' 0. C. Egerton, Angola tHthout Prejudice (xisbon: Agenoy-

General for the Overseas Territories, 1955), p. 5.

2 .
Ibiﬂ-o’ P 500
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The s;gnlfiéanoe of this report is thet Galvio made it when
he was & goverrment official. What were his findings? Galvio noted
thet there was a high rate of emigretion from Angola; he attributed
this to the harsh labor poliecy in force. Galvﬁo insisted that over
the years 1957-1946, over one'mﬁllion people fled the African Portu-
guese colonies of Guinea,.Angola, and Mogambigque. He condemned the
overt co-operation of govermment officials in the system and held
that in this regard, the Bituqtién in Angole wag far worse than in
Mbgambiqué. He Abeerved thaet in Angola, openly and deliberately, the
state acts as recruiting and distributing agent for labour on behalf
of aéttlers.l In his summary, Gelv@o wrote, thet an indfzena ®may
have the gtatus of a free man,® but he is not really not free; he
belongs to the government, to be rented to ; vhite man. Also the
indtgen;'s new master ®could hardly care less if he falls 111 or dies
as long as he goes on working while he lives . . . ¥hen he becomes
unable to work or when he dies the mester can always ask to be supplied
with other laborers.®™ After submitting such a report it is not eur-
prieing that Henrique Galvﬁo was dismissed from his pest and subse~
quently in 1958, aocugéd of political crimes and senténoad to sixteen

years of imprisomnment by the Salezar controlled court.

2. Effects of Forced Labor

i. On Traditional Society

_Kinship and Village Life.~ Much of the criticiem of the Fortu-

1 ' ‘ o -
‘®Porced Labour in Portuguese Africa: Galvio's Suppressed
- Report ,® Africa Today, 1961, pp. 5-7. .

%bida, ). zo
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guese labor sys,’tem was made simply on humenitarian grounds. Investi-
gatoré found the system evil, both from the Bte.ndpolim‘;' of th; indivi~
dual and 't.hej community. What were some of the effects? For an African
the immediate sociel unit is his family, and beyond this is the villege
commmnity where several fa.miliea. come together to form & village. 1In
the village conmmit;y the cohesive factor is the sekulu, o:; headman.
Hence, these two social units, the family end the villege cormunity,
give the 1ndiv1<iua1 his sense qf being a person. If he is uprooted
from his family and village, his sense of "belonging® is destroyed.
Contract labor took men away from their families, breaking
up the traditional pattern of responsibility. For instance, the male
member looks after the upkeep of the house, repairing its walls end
thetching its roof when it was necessary. The run-down conditions of
their ho:mea, school building and chapel reflected the absence of men
in .villages. Furthermore, the siphoning ,oif;' male workers from v;llagea
intensified the social and moral problems in each community. FPatterns
of courtship, marriage, family up-bringing were disrupted; an uneven
age range--children, the elderly, and women of all ages--prédominated
in the villages. ‘Social life was hazardous under such. conditlions; the
_absence of the n'mle for é. period of eighteen months cre;ated pitfalls.
for husba:}de and wives and the entire commnity.
‘ This is why the forced labor system’ caused great disrupiion

within the African social system. Often, those vho were selsed,
‘ hé.ving been transported far away from their original villsge, were
lost. There is &n account in the journel of Serpa Pinto which 1l-
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lustrates this poimt. While travelling the banks of the Cuito River,
S8erpa Pinto met a geng of female conseripts who were being driven to
the coast by three Africans. On &mingupon the party, Serpe Pinto
was enraged. He seiZed the three Africans, ordering them to free the
wamen captives. Serpa Pinto summoned the women before him and told
them they were free, offering them a sefe conduct to Benguela
with his party. But to his astonishment, S8erpa Pinto found thaet ®they
one end all declared that they did not desire my protection, but
wished to comtinue their eourse which I had interrupted.“l

Obviously, there are several interpretations for the women's
reaqtioné to being set free by Serpa Pinto. For one thing, the women
captives would most likely be more afraid of the white man's protection.
then to be in the care of their three African scaptors. At least the
women kne:t they were being sent to the coast; they were dubious of the
vhite man's intention. Another reason could be that they were ®lost,®
having been transported from their home villages many days before. .Whet-
ever the reason may heve been, the women captives were uprooted from
thelr families, friends, and community. As far as thevaere-eoncerned,
they were no longer free; freedom had meaning only in the customdry
circles of their 'family aﬁd village commmity.

FPopulation.~ The forced labor system also encouraged migrations,
eape_’ciaily into Angola's neighboring territories. In the Oongo, the city

of Leopoldville attracted many men from northern Angoele; men found work

ISerpa' Pinto, p. 118.
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as waiters and clerks. ;rhe exact mumber who migrated to Leopoldville
during the years 1s not certain; but soon efter the Je.:tmary 1959 riots
‘1n Leopoldville, apprczimately 30,000 Angolans wers deported from that
city. Moreover, shortage of labor in the Katenga region, the copp?r
mines of Northern Rhodesis, and ‘bﬁe Johammesburg gold mines in South
Afriea attracted many Angolans to migrate out of the coumtry. 1In
the Johenneshurg ares approximately five thousand Angbla.ns live and
;;;k in the mining camps. 'An equal number migrat;d to work in the
_Ketenga mines. -A much smaller @ber work in the copper mines of
Nortfl;fn Rhodesia. Men who leave Angola srgue that they would rather
work in Leopoldville, E]zizabethville, Ndola, and in Johannesburg end
earn more money then to remein in Angola where they are subjected to
the forced lebor systems In this situation the Portuguese- labor policy
acts as & stimulus for emigration. It is not unusual to find men from
the Andulu region in central Angola who epeak a few words of English,
having worked in the mines of -Johamnesburge Many men not only go onmece,
" but two or three times during their lives to earn money in the mining
areas. After their term of service the men return with bicycles,
sewing machines, phonoé;'aphs, and radios. Henrique Galﬁo deplored
the trend of theiloaa of able bodied men in his report Qn' forced
labor. He noted that “the population flees en masse and deserts the
land and 1‘£B homes and the territories become empty."l

Economic.- As with the plantations in the West Indies during

lGaltEo's Report, p. 5.
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the eighteenth 9_,nd nineteenth centurieé, the cornerstone for all
.Portugueae—economic development plans hes been cheap African labor.
In 1928 the goverrment -pa.aaed e labor law, governing all work by the
indigenous population. 8isal, sugar and coffee plantations, the
fishing industries, the diamond éompany, and construction companies
were required to abide by the labor code vhich regulated wages and
working conditions. From 1945 forward the value of African labor in-
creased a hundred-fold, due to inflated world market prices of sisal
and coffee.l For Africans, the increased tempo of sgricultural develop-
ment and European domination created greve problems, particularly on
the questions of land temure and labor supply. The problems are inter-
locked; lé.rger sisal and coffee farms required more African labor.

For Africens the disruption of the land temure relationship
was seric;us. Elizsbeth Colson, Professor of Anthropology at North-
western University, links the importance of land tenmure in African
society to the basic assumption that ®all members of the society who
are able~bodied should be productive in some fashion, and the basic
living was wrung from the J.a.mi..‘2 Consequently, Afriocan societies
governed land temure agcording to certain rules. Colso;z refers to-
the study of G. i. Jones on land owner_sbip among the Ibo of Nigeria

to substantiete her conclusions. Jones cites three cardinal principles

lgordcio de S Viana Rsbelo, Angola na Kfrica Doste Te
. (Lisboa: Tipografia da L.C.G.0., 1961;, Pe 58. -
o 2E1:lzabeth Oolaon. *Rative Cultural and Social Patterns in

Ocubeunporary Africa;™ Africe Today, ed. 0. Grove Haines (Baltimore:
John Hopkins University, 1958)s p. 76.
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in the lend tenure relationship: first, “thet land ultimately belongs
to the community and cannot be alienated from it without its consent;
pecond, that within the comunityr the individuel shall have security
of tenure for the land he requires for his compounds, his gardens,

and his farms; and third, that no member of the coﬁmnmity shall be
without land."l

It was inevitable that the high market prices of coffee and
sisal end the availabilityhof abundant man power drove Europeans to
acquire more land. With European control of the land, however, several
new ideas were imtroduced which disrupted the traditional land tenure
relatiox;shf}:: first, the concept of individual ownership and second,
the commeréialize.tion of land.

E[n European thought the legalization of land was equivalent to
individual ownership. The commmunity no longer dstermined who occupied
a piece of land. Individuals could register an area with the govern-
ment post and defy the established ocommunity lend marlkings. Often
this orested schisms, allowing disgruntled individuals a means to by-
pass the authority of the clan. Africans with sufficient lcr-louledge of
the' Buropean laquage Prequently acquired land vhich traditiondifj
.belonged to another femily, especially when land values increased.
Subépquenhly, quarrels involving land holdings and bounderies mlti-

pli_ed.r Furthermore, decisions errived at in the onjango’ (i)alaver house)

-1
’ Colson, OPe cit.
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could be appealed to éhe goverﬁment agent. The community no longer
had the final say; the”Eurdpean edministrator became the arb}tér. On
such occasions, the person . .with easy accéss to communicate his side
through his command of the European language would have the advantage
over his illiterate neighbor, '

The second concept which emphasized the commerecial walue of
land was also destructive to the traditionsl land tenure relationship.
In pre-industrial societies land'waEAexcluaively used for subsistence
living, its’commercial value in the m§dern economic sense being non-~
eilstent. land was not a commercial commodity to be bought and sold
: ;4; according to the fluctuating merket. As Elizabeth Oolson points out,

®the velue §f land wes assumed-to be a constant factor, since it was
‘viewed in terms of its subsistence potential under the existing land-
usage system. There was no reason to expect that future changes would
iné:ease the value of any piece of 1and.°1 Europeans, on the other
hand, appraised land as a commerecial value.
The conflict betwesen the two concepts, commercial versus com-
munal, was acute in the Portuguese Congo. In this district land be-
| came & prized commodity because of coffee growing. The warm humid e
terrain is ideal for coffee ;:ising. Fortunes ﬁa;e mage in the 1940's
as coffee prices sky-rocketed. The influx of‘Europeans from Portugal
into northern Angole heightened the tensions between Africans snd.

Europeans as the latter sought more land for their coffee plantations.

1Qolson. pe 76.
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Africans described Mopeané' tactics as folious: %A Portuguese settler
mekes & Burvéy of en area and stakes it out as his property. He fe'gia-‘-
ters it under his name with the juridicel administration of the arem.
Later, as he begins to plant his coffee trees, he finde that asmall
African coffee farms are within his staked erea. The settler demands
that Africans move out froi; his legalized propéﬂ.y. But Africans reply
that they had their farms before the white settler arrived. The settler
then inquires of the Africans whe"l':herrtheir properties are registere(
at the govermment post. "No,®™ Africans reply, ®we see no need for that.
Evoryone lmouws that this is our property. Furthermore, we cannot efford
to legalize our lend; it costs too much.® ‘

Increased land holdings, however, was not the only issue; Euro-

pean owners needed African laborers to work the farms. Dispossessed

Africen Parmers in the area were conseripted; truck-loads of contract
laborers from the south were shipped to the north. The mixture of
several soclal forces, the land issue, the influx of workers from the

south, and the fall in the price of coffee in the 1950's, snapped the

. thin ties between Africans and Buropeans; the tug of war between Afri-

can and European interests in the Portuguese Congo culminated in open "
civil war on March, 1961.

ii. On Christianity - _
Community.~ For the Christian community, Catholic and Protes-
tant, the problems created by the forced labor system were immense. In

faot, Africaxi church leaders have repeatedly stated thet the main social

ljtlentic Report, March, 1962.
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problem confronting the ckmfch is conmtract lebor. There are many reasons
vwhy they make this claim. First, the need for labor often requiresthe

uprooting of villages located far from éhe main roads; village elders

are ordered by the chefe de _posto to move their pesople to a more eon-
venlent site vhere men can be reAcruit'ed without difficulty. Dr. Emilsg,
an American missionary, 1# l;;s paper, "Portuguese Oolonial Adminis-
tration in Angole,® reported that ®in the ra‘iny season of 1941-42,

the administrator of Cadla infomié? the people of his area to move
from théir villages and build on the :.'cnandsi.denzi.':l The order put great
hardship on the people as the rains hempered their efforts to build
new houses, grass“for thatohing being unevaileble at this time of the

year. Moreover, most of the men had been conseripted by the goverrment

under the forced labor system. This was not an isolated incidenmt; in

1944 Dr. Ennis *reported that ®old and well established villages with
good « « . houses, school houses, orchards, gardens, irrigetion ditches®
were dest'royed'and ®the people themselves were herded into inconvenient
and unsanitary aitea.“a The losses were incalculable; Christian willages

were uprooted, many, never to regain their impetus which sustained them

s

-

in their previous locations.
Yet, several benefits have come out of the system, affecting
the 1life of the Christlan community. One of thesewas the contact which

men from one ethnic group have made with ancther. For instance, men

Yer1sn BEnnis, ®Portuguese Colonial Adminietration in Angola,
February, 1945, typescript, pe Se

’Ibsa., p. 5.
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_from southern Angola who are contracted to work in Luande meet workers

vho are frozﬁ the north. Church members from the south worship in the
locel chepel, although it may be of a different mission groupe In ‘
Imanda there are several Ovimbundu ciassea within the Methodist Oonfer-
ence of that district. Contacts ﬁth lchristiane from other areas en-
courage church members to.think beyond local affiliations; the wider
Christian fellowshlp becom@:a reality. Susplcion of each other gives
vay to trust; esch ethmic group enriches the local fellowship, through
songs, preaching, and financial support.

¥ider contacts are not only within Angola; emigration of
workers ‘b; Le'opoiiciville, Elizabethville, Ndola, and Johannesburg also
foster a church ‘affiliation beyond the village chapel. For example,
in Johannesburg, Ovimbundu men of cemtral Angola gather weekly to
worship in their own language, writing home to request Bibles, hymn
books end literature in Umbundu. One of the pasf.ore of Elende, Paulino
Gonga, spent six months in the Johannesburg area, ministering to the
meny Ovimbundu 1iving in the mining compounds and locations.’

Anc;ther indireoct effect on thevlife of the Christian community
has been a greater reliance_on women's leadership on the local level, =~
espeoially in Proteste.nt villagea. The depl!.gtion of laymen impelled
village women to take an active part in church affairs. For example,

a source éf'strength of the Quessua church of the Methodist mission

: IMerlin Ennis, ®The Ovimbundu C.'auroh,' lecturos delivered at
Sou‘bh Church, Bos‘bon, 19’48’ typeacript, IV, Po 5-
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in the Malange area is therwbmeh's agsociations. Professor Gongalves
of the Lisbon School of Political and Social Sciences writes that the
soclal value of wbmen's,societiés in Quessue cannot be overestimated.
He emphasizes that the rules and orders of women's societies f£ill a
great need within African culture. Althougﬁ the women's group on the
mission station is the largest; its influence is felt through the fifty

‘Wwomen's socleties located in that e.rea.1

Financial.- Economically, thé system of contract labor preju-
dices the financial structure of the church and family.2 Children
drop out of school because of a lack of tuition money, or they remain

home to cultivate the family farm. Church collections decrease; absen-

tee members are poor contributors to the church. In central Angola the

Bailundu church collection dropped from 150,000 escudos to 100,000 es-
cudos between two calender years becsuse of the exodus of male members
under the contract labor systém. Also, in several pastoral areas, the

idea of the lord's Acre was scuttled, because men were called by govern-

‘ment officials to do their service in the labor system.

Ghurch Discipline.- Problems arieing from the involvement of

church members in thé contract lebor system cause greét anguish for
church leaders. "“What should the church do?%, they ask, ®when our:

members engage in recrulting workers for contract labor? Do we put

l 1Gongaives, ﬁ. 88.
2During the-period of contract labor, Angolan African workers

rarely send éhurch‘offeringa to thelir village churches. Moreover, in
many coffee and sisal plantations, Protestant mission work is forbidden.
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%‘, ’ them out of church felllovnah:ip“la In most ceses of this nature, however,
| African labor Vrecruiters are already on the ¥side of the church,®
being disciplined for misconduct such as (irinld.ng. adultery, or the
practice of sorcery. But the current opinion among chursh leaders

and members is diaapproval towards members who are labor recruiters; |
they consider auch employment contrary to the idea of a Christian
vocation. Moreover, opntacts with Buropean angsriadores (recruiters),
are not advantageous to anyone, esi:écia;l.ly Africens vwho are offered
Fum and wine as paymente for their services. Europeans have always

benefited economically from the comtract labor eystem, plantations

N g

in being eble to seéure cheap labor, and the angeriadores in receiving
! ‘ their fees for recruiting Africen labor. Church elders aclmowledge
the benefite of contract labor for Europeans; they are skeptical about

the 'effecte on Africans.

%+ Response of chr;stianity

|

r ‘ . 4. Catholiciem

i Tacit Bupport ofoa‘bem.* Few protests emenated from the

‘ . Catholic hierarchy, although there were local parish priests who
attempted to cry out ﬁgaina’c the abuses of the systc;m. An example
was that of the priest in the Gume area, involving the chefe de posto,

Senhor I.el:l.n.l:u'u:l However, the local priest's complaints to the bishop

lFor further discussion on this case, see section on "Involve-
ment of Protestant Missioneries.®
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in his district were of no avaﬂ: the contract lebour system was too
much & part of the economy of Angola.

There were two other reasons why thé Catholic hierarehy kept
relatively silent on this issue. First, outwardly the system was
more humene than the slave traffic practiced in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centurles. At least the govermment appealed to the humani-

tarian agpect of the system, claiming that the right to work wes &
part of the ecivilizing process. Labor and work were essential in-
gredients to reach a state of "assimilation;® the Portuguese asserted
that work was good for the Africans. 1In this respect the ides to
teach Africans to work was not contrary to the church's doctrine for
work was consldered d virtue. Therefore, the aims of the church and
thé purposes of the state were not at odds. A second reason was that
the cl;urch benefit;d ffom the contract system; the church received a
state subsidy for mission work. Since the “flywheel” of the economy
of Angola was African lebor, the church was reluctant to oppose the
contract labor system. Furthermore, contract labor was often used to
construet chapels ;ﬂ the towns of Angola; no village with an appreciable
number of Europeans was complete_unless there was a chapel. Most chefes ™
dg posto co-operated with "ohe local parish priest in building a chapel
for the residents, tl;e govermment furnishing contract laborers for the
project. .‘ '
Dilemma.~ On the hierarchical level both Catholicism and

Protestantism were not greatly affected; priests, pastors, catechists,
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teachera, were exempted from the laws of comtract labor. But the moral

issue had to be faced. For Catholics they were in the dilemma of re-

‘ceiving direct state aid, some of the goverﬁment revenue accruing from

taxes directly involving the right to conmtract labor: In this situation
the Catholic hierarchy was hesitant in oritieizing the government's

labor policy. Moreover, Oatholic pri.estgc agreed with the state's
. s o

"principle that everyone, Africans and Europeans, must be engaged in

profitable labor. Criticisms by loocal priests were made only on the
excosses of the system and not on the right of the government to engage
in 1t Even 82. whenever any priest complained to the government of-
ficiel on any aspect of the contract labor system, he was always re-
minded by the chefe or administrator of the district that the church

benefits from this policy.

1i. Protestantism

Involvement of Protestant Missionaries.— Reports on labor
conditions in Portﬁgueee territories coﬁa’bantly made reference to
missionaries as sources of information on the evils of the forced
;ldbor ayatem.. For exlample, Henrique Galvio, in noting the difficulties
enooﬁn@ered by a visi‘bof in feceiving information on its abuses, recom-
mended -that the investigator 'listeh to the missionaries saying in
friendly chats what they dare not write in their reports.‘l

From the Portuguese point of view; théy .den“o'ux;ced these reporl'ta

as instigated and motivated by Protestant mission 'g'roups in Angole.

1 . :
Galm, Pe Te
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How true is the accusation that the informants were Protestant mission-
aries? On reading the reports, especially those of Nevinson and Ross,
one finds substantial truth that much of %he information was furnished
by Protestant missionaries. Henry Nevinson, in his book, A Modern
Slavery, repeatedly makes references to the co-operation of Protestant
miselons. The preface of his report thanked ®the British and Americen
residents on the mainlend and the islands--and especially the mission-
aries--for their unfailing hospitality and help.“l

Their help often consisted in revealing to Nevinson specific
cases of forced labor practices. One of his informents was an American
who imtervened in the flogging of & woman slave, set.her free and sext
her back to her village. In reporting this incident, Nevinsen writes:
A I would willingly give the nsmes in the last and in all

others; hut one of the chief difficulties of the whole

subject 1s that it is impossible to give names without

exposing people out here to the hostility and persecution .

of the Portuguese authorities and traders. In most in-

stances, also, not only the people themselves, but all the

natives associated with them, would suffer, and the various

ldnds of work in which they are engaged would come to anaend.

It is the same fear which keeps the missionaries silent.

The silence of missionaries was broken in the findings of

" Ross; they furnished de.ta to him through church elders, teachers, and

villege members. For inatance, Ross prefaces his extensive case
studies with ®the Christian elder eza.ye,"5 ®February last, a missionary

met on the road a body of 400 na.tivéa."q ®while I am at & mission, a

. - 2 .
1Nev1naon, ix, : Ibid., p. 56.

53038’ P. 25. ' aIbido’ "Po 18-
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§ormer pupil comss in and tell‘a how fifteen meﬁ of his village have
been eommandeeféd by govermment to work ;:n a private plaixtationg"l
®according to our informer, a Christian elv;ier,aa ®a mission physician
ts‘l:.s:!:es..'"5 And, most often, Ross takes up the cause of Protestant
miseion work, stating that children quit mission schools to work in
the fields because thelr fa.there and brothers were oonsér;pbed to
work in plantations, while their mothers and older brothers were
called to work on the roads.h

It is no vonder that Oliveira Santos in his attempt to dis-
credit the Ross report charged that Ross received all his informetion
from Protestant misslonaries, Congregetional and Methodist. Moreover,
S8antos acéuagd the missionaries of unltawﬁtlly engaging in the politiecal,
ec.oncmic and administrative life of the oblony which is contrary to the
conditions of the‘;r visag. And, if Protestant missionaries did not
disengage themgelves from these activitiéa, they would be expelled from
the province.5

Protestant missionaries,; recounting the happenj:ngs of those

days, tell how they were shunned and ostracized by Portuguese friends.

‘Most of the hostility, however,_was cemtered on & Congregational

missionary, William Bell. He was accused by the Portuguese govern-
ment of aiding end giving false information to Ross. The Missionary

IROBS’ P 16- Ibida’ Pe 26.
' "'Bxﬁid.,.p‘. 24, 411;1:1., p. 16.

5mffy’ P 168.
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Herald of Jamuary 1925 confirmed Bell's role in the Ross investigation,

reporting that "Rev. ¥Wm. C. Bell of Bailundo, conducted through-his

district last August Prof. Edward A. Ross, the noted sociologlist, who

1
wished to study labor conditions in West Africa.® Bell transported
Ross in his automobile to several outstation villeges of the Bailundu

mission; the trip began on August 1 and ended on August 6, 1924. A

year and three months later (October 28, 1925), a warrant was issued

to WVilliam Bell by the administrator of Bailundu, demanding that Bell
appear at the administration the next day. As Bell was in Dondi at

the time, his colleague, Daniel Hastings, hastily sent two Africans

" %o inform Bell about %he order from the sdministration: Accompanied

by three other colleégues, Raposo, Btokey, and Tucker, Bell returned
to Bailundu to report to the administrator. In all, there were four
sesslons, totalling twenty hours and forty eight handwritten pages of

the court proceedings. His trial wes a cause celebrd in mission

circles because Bell refused to reveal the names of Africans who had
given informetion to Ross. VWhen the administrator insisted that Bell
disclose therzia.mes of the church elders, Bell's only resort wes to
;"efuee to test;ify on the groﬁndsgthat he did not undefrstand the legal
prcq:ceaél of hﬁ@ese courts. Even his missionary colleaguea who

were called to.act as interpreters failed to elicit eny respomse from

. ITh'é Missi& Herald, Jamuery 1925, p. 55.
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AB a countarmegeure to the Ross' report and Bell's part in
it, the Portuguese press employed the tactics of playing one Protes-

tant mission against the other. The newspaper, Prov¥ncia de Angols,

called on & Methodist missionary in luanda to give information about
the race situation in America, focusing.on the negro and American
Indian problems. The interview was published in the October 15, 1925
issue, the. editors contrasting this evidence from the United Btates
to the situation in Angola. The Portuguese newspaper used the testi-
mony of Robert Shields, the thhodiatrmiasionary, to question the
right of»Amerioane to criticize the labor system in Angola. Needless
to say, Methodist and Congregational missionaries were not happy to
gee Shielda used in this manne; by the Portuguese.

After this episode Protestent missionaries were hesifant at
being involved in the forced labor issue; yet, there was a trace of
missionary implication in the last report by Basil Davidson. In his
report, Davidson commented on the tax exempt status of the favored
Angola Diamond Company, noting that ®medical missionaries in Angola--
ﬁainly Americans and Canadians--are not only not exempt from import
duties on such things as still window-frames for hpspitals but have
to pey duty even on imported‘;andages and druga.‘l
" Further antagoniesm between Protestant missionaries end govern—

ment officials on this matter uasvreflgcted in the dismissal of &

1mﬂds°np Aftican..., P 215.
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chefe de posto of Cuma, David Nunes Lelinhc. In the Boletim Oficial

éggola of August 29, 1951, Lelinho was charged with receiving the
sun of 18 800 angolares for his part in recruiting personnel for three
commercial ﬁrms.1 Whet the Boletim did not indicate was that a Congre-
gational miesionary in that district had called the attention of the
chefe's activities to his superior prior to his dismissal from govern-
ment ée;iice. Dr. Merlin Ennis, the resident missionary in the area,
reported to the administration of the intolerable conditions which
required every village elder to furnish recruits for the ghefe. If

the elders falled to meet their quota, they were beaten by the police.

“ﬁThe local Catholic priest éls# reported to the bishop of his area of

the excesses of the loocal authorities, but nothing came out of his
efforts. The government acted only when rumors of the chefe's activi-
ties reached the capital city of Iuanda. After an investigation;

Lelinho.was ousted from the administrative corps; Lelinho's colleagues,

however, never forgave the Elende Mission of Cuma for their part in

ﬁhe dismissal of the Cuma chefe.2 Lelinho would never have been in-

.veatigated if a foreign missionary had not consistently complained

to the chefe's superiors; the government was sensitive to criticisms
from the foreigh community because there was always danger thet another

in&estigatipn would re-open the subject once more. But it is well

1Bole+.1m Ofictal, Auguat 29, 151, p. 757.

Merlin . Exmis, *portuguese Colonial Administration 1n
Angola,® typescript, beruary 1
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/f\ to remember at this point that Lelinho's Aueter did not abélieh the
contract lebor system; the governor gemeral appointed another chefe
and lgborﬂrecruiting of Africans continued under stri&ier govern-
mental supervision.

Dilemma.- For Protestants, the contract labor system was
morafly indefeneible; but they too‘faced a dilemma. On the one hand,
Protestan£ missionaries recognized their status as guests in the
country, not being citizens of Portugal. For this reason their
attitude approached the Biblical tradition of the relationship be-~
tween Philemon and his master. The morel directive was to live a

~ f? "éﬁriatigp 1ife within the systed, exemplified by keeping the ten .
éomm;ndments. On the other hand, Protestant missionaries who pro-
tested directiy to local officials or who aided in the investigetions
of Ross, Harris, and Davidsog; felt that their efforts were in vain;
they point to‘tho clasglc example of William Bell. The net result
was an evolution of the following generel policy: first, protest
when conﬁract labor affects church leaders, reminding the govermment
of their promise to exempt catechists from this compulsory service;
second, prétest if there are excesses or abuses beyond the letter
of the law, as océurred in the district of Cuma; and third, to accept
the labor policy as part of the govermmentel structure, living and
suffering under the ayeteﬁ.' ?be last attitude was often tempered
by & long range view, Christian leaders meintaining that the present

gystem was much more "humane® than in former years.
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But Christian institutions will be aéked by Angolan nétionalists
to give an account of themselves on this matter. For instance, Holden
Roberto, President of the government-in-exile, stated thé% he was most
impressed by a manuscript written by his grandfathér which criticized
the Portuguese govermment‘'s policy on forced labor.  Holden recounted
the story of his grandfather as follows:

when the Protestant missionaries first ceme to Angola, he
was one of the first people with vwhom they were in contact.
He co-operated closely with them, and helped them with the
traholation of the Bible. He also played a leading part
in combating witcheraft and domestic slavery--perhaps be-
cauge he was once sold as s slave himself. He personally
wrote a manmiscript against.the slavery practiced by the
. . Portuguese, and he wanted the missionaries to p blish it.

"™ But they were afraid to go “Bo0 lest it cpmpromise their

position in the country.

Holden Roberto remarked that his grandfather's document had

been an inspiration for him in the present struggle. It is difficult

to say whether the reluctance of English Baptist missionaries to take
up the cause of his érandfather hes rankled in Holden's mind; nation-
alists may use such incidents to chastize mission groups for their

failure to respond to the social evils of the forced labor system.

4, Summary -
The end of the slave trade in 1842 ushered in another harsh
practice, the forced labor system. Its practice was governed by the

central govermment, a trader who required carriers transmitting the -

—

1Lloyd Gerrison, “Interview with an Angolan netionslist,*
photostat copy diatributed by Africa Oommittee of the National
Council of Churches. .
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order to the governor gemeral's office in Luanda. Each headman was
obligated t§ furnish a designated quota set by the commender of the
district. The labor code of 1878 hoped to abolish the coﬁacription
of ﬁorkera, replacing it with the contract labor systeme In theory,
labor contracts were to be made with a free will; in practice, there
we.s not much difference.

A priﬁcipgl reason vhy the forced and contract labor systems
did not differ greatly was that Angola's economy débendgd on cheap
labor. Forced labor and contract labor were set up to take caré of this

need. Portugal often cloaked her right to conscript labor on the pre-

i

. tensé” that the indigenous pppula%ioﬁ must work, declering thet Africens

ought to'carry their load in the dévelopment of the country. But the

“international reports of Nevinson, Harris, Ross, Davidson, and Galvdo

unveiled the injuat;ces of the,e;stem, shattering the_illusion that the
system was inaugurated on humanitarian grounds of ®teaching the ind¥genas
to work."

" As on the issue of slavery it is fair to say that Portugal has
heeded eome_pf the warnings of international opinion on the practices
of forced and contract labor. Adrliano M)reirag__ former Overseas Minister,
righfly pointa,out that_?brtugal‘puhlishéd numerdus decrees to safeguard
workers under thq contract system. For exnmple{ “Ordinance No. 17,771
of June 17, 1960° set minimm wege standards in all Portuguese terri-

tories,. eliminating discrepancies which existed under the old laws.

Moreover, Mr. Moreirs points out thet Portugal “ratified the inter-

national conventions concerning weekly days of rest, minimum age at
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vhich minors are allowed to work in certain’a..ctivitie_g,, diacrimimtion
in employment or professions, and sbolition of forced le.bor."'l Like
many governmenéal policies, however, the existence of a Ié.w does not
assure the obedience to that law. -

The effects of the contract labor systems were far reaching.
Within the traditional .society the balance betwesn men and women in
the rural viiiages was upset. Frequently, th‘eA authority of the ﬂllage
elder was broken by the local government official (as ;n Lelinho's case),

substituting direct for indirect rule. The contract labor system also

encouraged migrations to the mines of the Congo, Northern Fhodesia,

;. and-South Africa. There was also the disruption of the land tenure

rele.tion'ship as Europeans increased the acreage of their coffee, sisal,

and sugar plantaf;ions.

The Caristien community d1d not escape either; moral prqblems
arising from the abs-ence of the male member of the family, the 1oss‘ of
income to the church treasury, the involvement of church members as
le.bdr recrui;hers, were some of the immediate effects of the contract
la.bozj system. Because of this church leaders placed contract labor
at the top of the list of social problems facigg the church. However,
therq were sevgral indirect beneficial effects of:the contract labor
system to the life of tl';e Christian community. One wassameeting together

of men from various ethnic gr'oups-. Contacts with Christians from other

luﬂreir;", P 1960 .
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areas encouraged a wider Christian fellowshié,-not only“in Angola but
in her neighboring territories. Another was a greater reliance on
wbmen 8 leadership on the local level, the exodus of men impelling
village women to take an active part in church affairs.

However, the recognition that contract lsbor was a major social
problem for the church did not assure an unequivocal response from
Christian mi;siona. For Cafholicism, the response wes a tacit support
of the system as part of the govermment's labor péiicyg For Protes-
tantism, the response was a discreet silence, though many Protestant

missionaries objected to the systeme. Bome of them provided information

j.Eo;ﬂinveatigators, but Protestaﬁt i ssionaries refrained from directly

critici;ing the Portuguese governmbnt.

What were the factors which conditioned the respénses of Catholi-~
cism and Protestantism? There ;;re two reaéons why the Catholic hierar-
chy kept relatively silent on this issue. First, the Catholic church
accepted the moral position of the state that Africans must work, the
contract 1aﬂor system being a means toward that end. A second factor
was the close link between church and state, the Catholic church re-
ceiving a diréct subsidy from the state. ‘Contract labor was also used
to build chaepels in %he,towna of Angole, local government officials
obligating Africens to labor in these projects.

For Protesgantism,:tﬁfee_factors governed their actions. First,
the principle of obedience to the state held sway, contract labor was
e part of the colonial ’po'iieyr second, the guest status of Protestant

missionaries prohibited political ectivity; and third, the prevalent
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?tasidnary attitude that protests were useless in the historical ciroum-
stances, Judgingon what happened to the Ross report at the hands of the
Temporary Commiseion Against Forced Lebour of the league of Nations.

These factors confronted Catholicism and Protestantism with

- dilemmas. For instance, if Oatholicism had criticized the contract

laborrsystem, there was the possibility of alienation from the state,
the church then 1osing its favored position and a subétantial financial
subsidy for its mission work. There was also the fact thet the Euro-
pean Catholic population was an active participant in the contract labor
syetem,.a_critical attitude by the Oatholic hierarchy could alienate
thé;}ﬁil,répéa?i settlers from the church. ° Another consequence could
result in direct state control, the church no longer exsrcising a re-
ligioqs influence on the affairs of the state.

‘ _Yet, the élternative position was not encouraging. The silence
of the Catholic hierarchy ﬁulled‘the religious conscience to the in-
jugtiééé of the contract lﬁgor system whieh infringed on the- right of
Afficane té refuse to work on the coffee, sugar, sisal, and fishing
industries. The institution of the Oatholic church also suffered, the
contract labor eyatéﬁ disrupting village life which was essential to
the stability of all religious organizations. 'Moreover;,contract
labor deepened the gulf betuee# Europeans and Africans, the church
receiving a share §f Affican resentment fbr not protesting against
this practice. ) : ‘

_~ For Protestantism, the dilemmas was also real. If Protestant
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%}dhionaries hed resisted the conmtract labor practicé, there was the
threet of expulsion by the Pbituguese government. Another effect could
be a further antagonism of European settlera to Protestant mission vorlk,

an ettitude which could hinder the village work of Protéstanf missions.

- ‘A third could be an action of the state, cancelling the preferred status

of Protestant workers such as pastors, teachers, nufees, and catechists
who were exempt from contract labor. Such a decree by the Portuguese
government could cripple all Protestant institutions in Angola.

The alternative position was elso unsatisfactory. For one thing,
it would be difficult to reconcile the practice of contract labor to
thp;@pgai imﬁeratives inherent in the missionary entergrise. The mited
voice ;f Protestantism on this issue could be interpreted by Africans

as lack of courage, a poﬁsible source of contention between foreign

‘missionaries and African church leaders. BSilence meant a contimuation

of'the contract labor system, confronting Protestantism with numerous
social problems which sapped the strength of Protestant churches.

In & broad semse the responses, factors, and dilemmas of
Oatholicism and Protestantism to both issues, slave labor and forced
labor, we;e similar;”'Wb shoﬁld keep this obaervationa}n mind as we

proceed to study the -last of-the selected issueé, nationalism.
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OHAPTER V
' NATIONALISM: HISTORTCAL FACTORS

” T 1. Introduction
In the preeent chapter we shall proceed on the ba.sie that nation-
alism is not a new phenomemnin Angola, its historical roots go back to
the beginning of European occupation. Our definition of nationaliqm will
- Pollow that of Thomas Hodgkin iho uses the term 'nationalist'
to describe any organisation or group thet explicitly asserts
b the .rights, claims and aspirations of a given African soclet
k m the level of the language-group to that of 'Pan-Afrlce.g

1n opposition to European authority, vhatever its institutional
form and objective.

Our first concern in this chapter will be to understand the 'hia-

torica_l backgi'ound of this struggle between African and European authority.

I
In exploring this aspect, we begin to realize that viewed historically

¢
o
o

»

-

..the March 1961 rebellion is & comtinuation of Africen resistance from
the beginning of Portugx;.eee occupation in the sixteenth century. Our
| ‘"second éoncem is to become aware of the historical factors which in-
- fluenced the response of Catholicism and Protestantienm to nationalism.
- For instance, in the church and"'istajt,e issue, we becr;me atra.rer'of a
historical struggl,erwhich molded the response of the COatholic church
~ to modern nationalism. Simila?ly, we l}opé that a study of the his-

torical position of Protestantism will result in an understanding of

' lihomas Hodgkin, Nationalism in Colonial Africa (New York:
New York University Press, 1957), ps 25 '
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the l%zﬁ of response it made to the struggle between Africen end Euro-
pean powers. - We shall now’préceed to examine each historical factor,

drawing on sources in Portuguese and in English.

2. Historical Factors
“ 4. Traditional versus European Authority

Politicael Sphere.- The struggle between African and European

* powers in Portuguese West }.frica occurred frequently in the political
sphere; African rulers openly resisted European encroachment on their
A powers. For proof we shall look at three traditional ldngdoms, the
> Congo, Ngolgf ax‘zi Bailundu.
I’;‘ Chepter II we noted that the Portuguese discovery of the
Congo kingdom in the fifteenth century opened a strange reletionship
bgﬁyeen_ the erowns of two feudai overlords. . F?om the point of view
\_,ﬁf the Portuguese king, D. Jogo II, the relationship between himséif
‘ and the Manicongo began auspiciously, as two equel heads of their V
“respective Hngdoms. As a sign of trust his representative, Diogo
Odo, left four of his men at the court of Manicongo on his first
'l.'voljfage 'Eo the Coﬁgo; later these men were held by the Congo royal court
as ho'st’a;ges. In equal exchange Diogo Cdo took four ~Oongolgse as
hostages and returned with them to Portugal. On his return trip in
1486, Diogo 080 brought back the captured Congolese who testified to

- 1
~their ldng thet they were received kindly by the king of Portugal.

. 1 . ° s " N ]
Josd Joaquim Lopes de I.ima, Ensaios (Lisboa. Imprensa
Nacionel, 1846), III, VI.
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/ \ This was the beginning of a relationship full of promises which

‘continued into the reign of Dom Menuel, successor to Dom Jogo II. He

set forth s thirty four point regimento to govern the future relation-
ship between Portugal and the Congo. Of great interest wes the under-

lying tone of this regimento; itwasa kindly gesture, offering aid to

an ally and not as lord to his subject.. For example, there were two

provisions which indic;a:ted this relationship. On the one hand, Dom
Manuel sent his emissary, Simfo de S8ilva, as an advisor to the royal
court, offering to teach them the ways of justice and the effective
pursuit of war. On the other, the Portuguese king authorized Siméo
da Sil\fuv‘?to maintein the Portuguese settlers Within the boundaries

of the alliance be:bween himself and the Congb kKing. Of special in-

terest was the excluslon of priests and representatives of the church

7fr'om‘this order covering Portuguese residents. D. Manuel entrusted
the welfare of the religious clerics to D. Afonso and to use the

_. frades for the welfare of his kingdom and the church. If the clerics

did not behave in & manner beneficial to the Congo king, D. Afonso
was to ship them home to Portugel at the first opportunity.
" But much of the nobility of the provisions in the regimenmto

wag prejudiced by D. Mamuel's hint to D. Afonso that the cost of

 this enterprise could be offset by loading the returning ships with

-copper, ivory, and §laves. D. Manuel juét;ﬁ.ed this request on the

1
grounds thet this was all being done in the name of Our Lord.

lFelner, pp. 383-389.
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A

{ﬁ@mh the death of D. Afonso in 1540, however, the period of
politioal equality ended between the two royal courts. The struggle

to determine’ the successor of D. Afonso led to & contest for power -

.between the fbllowera of Afonso's son, Pedro, and that of his nephew,

Diogo. This involved Portuguese settlers who were opposed to Fedro;
they joined the revolt against Pedro, placing Diogo on-the throne,

The ueurped,king, Pbdro; sought asylum of the church, tﬁrough whose
office he petitioned to the Pope and Jodo III of Portugal for help

in restoring the crown to him, but his effort was in vain.l This was
the first of successive incidents which puf the crown of Portugal in
a posi?ﬁﬁ%‘%o“fﬁterfegg in the internal affairs of the Oongo. But
both the Pope and King Jodo III of Portugal retained an eir of neu-
trality, either through ignﬁranoe of the affeirs of the Congo at that .
time or through e deliberately defined policy.

But the air of neutrality was not sustained for long. Poli-

.. tical vasealage followed in 1567 when the reigning king, Alvaro, re-

quested the king of Portugal to help him oust the warlike Jagas.

- Twenty.five years later, there was & similar request for military

aid. Domingo d'Abreu de Brito, representing the Portuguese government,

recommended to the king of Portugal that he send 1000 soldiers and 60

" horses to help Fillipe I in Angola who was then engeged in a war with

2
his neighbors.

By the end of the nineteenth century the atmosphere in the

ll&nBO’ Pe 1570 . . Ibid.
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Po?#ﬁguese Coﬁgo was explosive. One of the fir§£ to contribute to
- the unsettled eir was a pretender to<the throne, D. Klvaro, who was
sent to Lisbon by the Portuguese to absorb the Portuguese culture_a."'
On his return, he resolved to drive out the white people from his
area; apparently, D; Klvaro's stay in Portugal enhanced his eelf;
esteems His first step was to send messages to all his chiefs, in-
vitingAthamrto meet with him so that they could evolveAa plan to
depose the resident governor of S8o Salvador. The scheme cilled for
all the chlefs to meet with the resident governor on an appointéd
day, and at the appropriate hour, all would rise to overpower the
goverqﬁx and*his soldiers. &

Missionaries of the British Baptist Society, after they were
informed of the plot by their Congolese workers, hurriedly went to
the fort to warn thé governor of D. Klvaro's plot. The advance warn-

ing of Baptist missionaries allowed sufficient time for the governor

" - to take defense measures, folling the king's plan to drive the. white

men from the Congo. When the plot to assassinate the governor mis-
_fired, Dom Alvaro called_ﬁroonfbrence of all the educated young

men of ﬁhe Roman OathéIic and Protestant missions. . At this meeting
D. Klvaro urged the Christian-elites to join With him to drive the
vwhite mépnfrom the counfry, promising them high offices as rewards.
The young mﬁn,.geqogniziné the military«poﬁér behind the Portuguese .
adminieﬁraiion. declined todjoin wiih the‘king. One of the young

men; a gtudent of the Baptist mission schools who had gone to Englend
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on $/ﬁ£putation mission, called the attention of the kiﬁg to the power
of European countries and'reﬁigded the Idng of his visit to Portugal.
Opposition of the Baptist mission and its atudents and workers cred%ed
an étmosphere‘of hostility between D. Elvéfo and Protestani missionaries
from this time forward until the kng's death.l

Therlast serious protest during this period occurred in 1913.
A Roman Catholic chief of the Madimba district, Klvaro Bute, rallied
the village people againgt Portuguese authority and the foroéa labor
system. Nearly all Catholic and “heathen® villages joined Buta's
campaign of resistance; leter Protestent towms joined Buta's forces.
No&jpéibﬁygé Bita hostile to the Portuguese biit he was also ageinst
the reigning Afric;n king who worked hand in hand with the secretary
of the Portuguese administration in recruiting workers for Sto Tomé.
The pévolt wae popular; a8 Carson Graham o;served ®the whole éountry

wes in revolt against the forced reeruitment from which all had

X éuffgred.‘?

" In contrast to the Congo occupation in the sixteenth century,

" the cohquest of the Ngola .(Angola) kingdom was turbulent. The Portu-

guese were forced to utilize military power to settle in the “land of
Ngola." Of the many military and goverrment leaders whoiplaéed a
his£orica1 role in.the occupation of Angola,qnone had as wide powers
as Paulo Dias de Novais. He was gran?éd'a donatdria by the crown; &

: . : e 2
lGr&h&m, PD. 51’53. X . Ibid-’ P. 137.



151

p%ﬁgxof colonization which gave to the recipient a tr;ct of land in
the overseas colonies. Thé donatdria hed already been in practice in
Brazil end the governﬁent wished to do the same for Angols, belieéing
thet this wﬁs the ﬁost offective way of colonization. Thé'land grant
‘to Paulo Dias was generous; the patrimdnie atretching thirty five
leagues frum the éoasf of Angola, beginning at the Cuanze and extending
~to all the lands whicg'he could occﬁpy.l In all this Pauleo Dias wes to
have had the Bﬁppo:t of the Jesults, through the presence éf clerics,
end the building of churches and schools. '

But this was easier sald than done. The conditions in Angola
wéré;3§¥'§a§3§able to such a grand scheme which the planners of the
donsteria in Lisbon eﬁvieioned. The unféerable climate for Buropeans,
internal wars, and local conditions worked against the aims of Pﬁulo Dies
énd;hia followers. Moreover, subsequent‘internal events shifted the |
struggle for power. The recurring conflict of self interest between
) thg royal court and residents in Angola was overshadowed by the
coming to power of tge Ginga queen, D. Ana de Sousa, in 1623. The
-qneeh first came to the atientlon of the civil government in Luanda when
eﬁe'arrived a8 & membef of the ambadsadors‘from the court of Ngola who
vere sent to nagotiaté a peace bptueén the two parties. The move
towards this diréction was largely due to & priest-named Dion¥sio de
Faria. Tﬁe repréééntativea‘were regpived‘royally, the peaéé treaty

signed, and the ambassador, Ginga Ambonde, ﬁaa converted to Christianity,

lFelner s Po 126.



152

assuxp'fi-x\g the neme of D. Ana de Sousa. On h‘er. return ahe.“poieoned her
brother; after his death, .D. vAna essumed the prerogetives of royal
power. . '

By mid-sevmteenth century, the Portuguese authorities were
confronted by three Africen powers, that of the Congo, those who

pledged loyalty to Queen Jinga, and those who allied themselves with

. the Dongo ruler. The Portuguese were faced with a choice of either

relinquishing their positions in the interior or subduing all .thre_e
rebellious tribes. By this time Angola had become such & rich prize
as & supplier of slaves that the Pertuguese could not relinquish their
hold on"%’heir ﬁest African colony. The usual - “‘Portuguese strategy was
to confront each group eeparately. defeating bne end concéluding a
separate truce. The tactic of “divide end conquer" proved very ef-

fec'tiye. ﬁithin a span of ten years, the campaigna of the Portuguese

\\"‘*""

were successful, first the Congo, then the Domgo, end then in 1680,

-._the Matamba ares.

" With the subjugation of the Congo and Ngola kingdoms, the

" tempo 6f commercial activities increased; the pr:lncipal commodity,

however, being African labor. As we indicated in Ghapter III slavery

dominated everything, 1n‘c1ud1ng religious activities. By 1840 in-

- temal and external pressures forced e legal enactment +to abolish

the slave trade, with this juridical move, the Portuguese hoped to
eliminate a source of irritation between Europeans and Africeamns. Their

ne:ch“mbve was to 'inaugurété a ce.mpaign of peaceful penetration in the

4
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1n;/éhor, but this wes a maive hope. The conflict between Europeans
and Africens went desper; ihe issues of slavery and contract labor
were only symptoms of a deep resentment by Africans against Europ;an
domination..‘

In the Bailundu district of the Benguela plateau, the reve-
lution of 1902 marked a last concerted African efforf to resist Portu-
| guese encroachment inio the Umbundu territory. The Ovimbundu people
remember the rebellion as that of Mutu-ye-kevela (Hard SquAéh).; The
immediate ceuse of the rebellion was the constant raids of Portuguese
traders for African labor and the selling of rum to the indigenous
papﬂ%&ﬁ@éﬁ.~“ﬁfricéqg worked through the indigencus secret societies,
organizing various gr&ups to resist the Portuguese. Mutu-ye-kevela
rallied his people to his.cause, exhorting them to oust the ovindele
(uhife men). ™Hhy eit we here and die liie rabbits?® Mutu-ye-kevela
oried out. "Ye seed of Ekuikui and Viye, arise to battle."a Many Euro-
" peans were beleaguered at. the administrative fort during the hostilities,
abéndoning tﬁeir tra&ing posts. The rebellion would have been success-
_ful except for the vacillating position of an important chief who failed
to carry out his part in the plan to overthrow the Eurqpean government.
With the defeat of Mutu-ye—kbvela, African armed resistance on the
Benguela plateau crumbled,

Defeat  of the ruling kings by‘the Portuguese military power

l'l‘llckef. Dmﬂ-loo’ P 122- . . B Ibid.

kW’
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ae;f%he stage for the next step; European intervention in the succes-
sion to the kingship. For instance, in 1700 the king of Portugal sent
a letter to three Congo mobles, the count of Sonho, the marquis of

Pemba, and tﬁe duke of Bamba, requesting them to selesct the next ling

‘of S%0 Salvador. From this evidence we gather that by this time the

king Bf Congo was a vassal of fbrtugal.

Howéver, as‘civil administration developed, ro&al intervention
was not the usual procedure; the local governor exercised ééntrql over
the Afriocan lkingse In the Dembos arees, for example, the governor of
Luand; verified all acts of suocession, issuing a letter of confirmation
tdiﬁgé?iéﬁlﬁ“électeqﬁking. iin 1848 the govérnor of Luanda wrote a letter
%o the new Dembos king, D. Franoisco Jofio Sebastifo Cheque, stating that
it wes the king's duty to serve the national interests of Portugal by
pro@ising to cultivate cotton, tobacco, é;ffée aﬁd rice, and at the
same time, by paying a tenth of his income to the Luenda treasury.l

Although in these instances political interests were fbremoat,

there were occesions when religion was a factor in the question of

,royai succession. In 1860'when the reigning king of the Congo, Dom

Klvdro Dongo, died, thére appeared two contestants to the thrqne,
Pedro de Agus Rosada end Pedro Calandende. The latter was a Protes-
tant. Because Pédro Calandende refused to abandon his religion, he

was eliminated by Portuguese authoritiés as a candidate for the throne;

eelgas, p. 9.
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. 1
Por{ZEuese national interests required a Oatholic king. The per-

 sistence of the religious factor will be apparent as we proceed now

to relate the issue of traditional versus European authority to the
religious sphers.

Religious Sphere.- MWe noted in the previous section that

except fof the earlylpgriod of ocoupation, the struggle between
traditionel rulers and the Europesn fower was active; nationallst
feelings often srupted in violent protests against European\aomir
netion. How did the political struggle affect the religious sphefet
Was tbe Catholic church involved in the conflict?

G e

" +™'In attempting to answer these que;tigns, we must-be aware that
the reaction of Africans to the church was éoverned by political ex-
pediqncy. For Africans, it Haé political}y adventegeous fo ally them-
aélves witﬁ Christianity; they saw Christianity as a éymhol of equality. .

In this the church became a necessary institution for the early Congo

A . . 2
- kings; political partnership meant ellegiance to the Christian God.

Por instance, in 1574 a new organization of the Congo was created which

‘divided the feudal districts according to the ranks of dukes, marqui-

sates and counts, supplanting the traditional strpcﬁuresof sovas or
locel chiefs. At a ceremony of the Kaights of Christ in which the

king of Oongo and a priest uho~repreéented the king of Portugal par-

1Felgas, pe 150.

2fty, pe 13
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ti/dﬁaated, each sova was given a title befitting his .station. One
of the syzﬁbols used in fhe‘ ceremony wes the rosary; each feudal lord
holding it in his hands and reciting these words:. “I promise to be
true to the:"-Oatholic Taith; I promise to obey and do what the priest
"tells; and I promise to obey the king of the Congo and the king of
Portugal; God help me if I do not follow my vow.™ al
Christian a.lliance with colonial rule also involved military

assistance. For example, in the 1490's the Congo king, Dom Jogo,
adopted Christianity, and soon after, requested soldiers from the
Portuguese military officer to defeat his traditional rivals. Dom
Jé’é'o;;jﬁ:t‘;iféh‘e“a%his campaign against his enemfes under the banner of the
Chriatian flag, ﬁainté.ining that he belonged to a Christian Reépublic
and his enemles were, as a matter of fact, enemies of Christianity.a

o ‘I'he height of religious and political alliance between the
early Congo kings and the Portuguese royal court occurred during the
o reign of Dom Afonso I in the sixteenth century. King Afonso sent
Congolese jroﬁths to id.ebon to study at the many religious schools,
. some.to become artisans and others to enter religious orders. It was
Dom Afonso's acceptance of the Christian faith which paved the way
for the royal heads of the two courts to refer to each other as brothers

in Ohriat. For instance, Dom Marmel of Portugal addressed his letter

Y pego, p. 263, translated by the present euthor.

2 bid.”

Y
R4
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tp{ "'}}om Afonso in 1512 as

Moet powerful and excellent king of Manicongo: I, Dom

Maruel, king of Portugal and-Guinea, send you many

greetings. We wish you good health and enirush you in

the care of God to whom we owe everything.

Dom Afonso in his turn reciprocated by eddressing Dom Manuel
as ‘

Most high end powerful King and lLord: I, Dom Affonso, king

of Congo and Lord of the Ambudes send. you much love. As

Christians we rejoice in the life of our Fa:&her, holding

fast to the faith of our lLord Jesus Christ. .

In reading the correspondence between the two kings, the im-
pression is one of en alliancs rather than thet of a vassal to his
i3rdﬁ‘;i§e‘;iliance_1was religious in na%.urg*‘. more in the realm of
the spirit which the Portuguese term “civilization.® This was es-
pecially noted in D. Afonso's constant request to the king of Portugal
.to_ send more priests and teachers. In a letter of May 31, 1515 Dom
Afonso pleaded for aid in the things of relligion, requesting masons
and carpenters to construct a Catholic school for his E:u’n;]ec)‘l'.'s.5
Eleven years later on March 18, 1526 Dom Afonso petitioned Dom Manuel
of Portugal to send fifty priests who could be distributed throughout
his kingdom so that each Peudal lord would have a vicar of the church

““and six priests. In effect the church was used by the early Congo

1paiva. Manso, p. 5 translated by the present author.

2
Ibid-, Pe 150 5Ibid-, Pe 51.
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kingéﬁbs a vehiclé_to maintain their independence, recégnizing that_a
‘Christian ruler was much mofe acceptable to the European power. Thus,
from the beéinning the:Pbrtugueae, having a first cleim to the disé;very
of the Congo; proceeded on a religious basis thet she would act as
¥ gpiritual father to the Congolese. This pattern was ;nitiated at the
time when thq first Congo king was converted to Ghristignity. For
instence, all requesfs.ib buiid churches, to augment the meagre group
of priests, to bulld achools, were directed to Portugal. B
But by the time of Dom Afonso's rule in the beginming of the
. sixtesnth century, this reletionship began to change; the Congo king
bel&ewgﬁﬁﬁﬁh£~:; a Catholic king, he desefve&érecognition,from the
Vatican as a sovergign religious ruler. In a letter to the Pope dﬁted
the 218t of Februarj»of 1532, Dom Afonso offered his obediencevand
aéke@-Pbpe Paul III the grace and honors w;ich Rome wes asccustomed
N 1 ; :
to give Catholic kings.
. In many weys the attempt to keep the sovereignty of the Congo
was fought in the reaim of control of the chureh, 1ﬁvolving the three
capitéls, Rome, Lisbon, and S8o Selvador. In this respect Lisbon
gained the upper hand since the power struggle 1n_thé European sphere
outwelghed any oonéiderat;on for recognition by an Africen ruler.
Thus, the,concept‘cf the “overseas province,"® the idea that Portugal's
colonies erean integral part of the uoihér‘cmmtry, vas first established

in the realm of the church. The Vatlican conceded this right to Portu-

lrhiva Manso, p. 60.

N
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ggli\entrusting to her the privilege of establishing ;nd controlling
the ecclesiamstical districfs in the Congo and in Angola. Mbreover,
the rights of the Catholic Conge king were only given within the
authority of the Portuguese crown.

This relationship was first esteblished by Rome in 1455; the
Vatican ceding vast spiritual powers to the kingsof Portugal in their
overseas conquesté,‘iﬁéluding the right to erect and establish churches
without prior approval from Bome. Thus, the Order of Chriéf in Portu-
gal was entrusted with the total jurisdiction; temporal and spirifual,
in all the overseas possessions under the rule of the Portuguese crown.
Thb’f@%éi%Bﬁii of 1481 approved the undefsténding between the Vatican
and the Pbrtugueée créwn, specifying that 6b1y Portuguese ships were
allowed to serve as transports for the discovery of overseas terfitoriee.

Furthermoré,Aapiritual jurisdiction over the discovered territories

belonged to Fortugal, including complete authority of her priests to

o administer sacraments and to ebsolve all sins, except those reserved

exclusively for the fhtican.l

Although the Vatican guaranteed Portugal's national character,
there were occasions of conflict between Rome and Liebon.r For instance,
in 1645 the P?ogggggda Fide seént several Italien Capuchin priests to
the Congo, deaignating one of them as the representative of the Holy
8ee. This action was contrary to the sovereignty of the dlocese of
the Congo and Angola which was under Portuguese domein. Lisbon protested

1Rego, pp. 121%.
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to,BGhe and in 1648. the Vatican agreed to place the dapuchin order

" under the jurisdiction of the bishopric of the Congo, recognizing'the

independenée of the Portuguese authority. Throughoutrthe negotiationa
betwsen Rome‘and Lisbon, the latter acted in the interests of the
sovereign rule of the Portuguese crown in her overseas acquisitions,
both temporal and spiritual. Missions represented aAtrue nationsl
interest which, in tﬁfﬁ, was protected and helped by thé etate.l The
agreement between Rome and Lisbon effectively curteiled any\ﬁon by
the Africen hierarchy to eatabliah a netional religious institution
in th9 fortuguese Congo.

. gﬁf?ﬁé£€“§as on§;1ast attempt, however, by the African chiefs
to assert their 1£depehdence in religious affeirs. During the Dutch
occupation of Angola in tﬁe 1640's, the Congo king, Garcia Afomso II,
réaséerted'hie independence by encouraginé Itelian and Capuchin mis-

sionaries to settle in the Congo, petitioning the Pope to send to his

"country non-Portuguese Catholic priests. After the ouster of the Dutch

in 1648, Salvedor de 8¢ forced the Congo king to sign a treaty forbid-

. 2
.ding all religious activities which were not under Portuguese authority.

After the reconquest of'Angola, religious as well as political inde-

pendence was effectively curt&ilqd by the Portuguese.

ii. Church and Btate

A second significant historical factor to this section on

IRego. pp. 168-171. _ Duffy, p. 67.
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ngégnnalism is the issue of church and state. The tug of war, in this
case, wae'primarily between Europeans, the Portuguese state and tpe
European &atholic chdrch.

In the previous ssction we were reminded that as long as. the
" Catholic church in the Congo was under the jurisdiction of the Portu-
guese hierarchy, the;e was no difficulty. But the interlocking pcliticgl
and religious interests, relating te the conflicting interests of Afri-
cans and Europeans, complicated the situation. It seemed that without
European political domination of the African rulers, the church's
effort ™to plant the oross® would have been difficult. In such a con-
text-%hemeEE;ct cn the Catholic church wes & movement towards closer
union of church end state. The direction teﬁarde an integration of
the aims of church and state, however, was not without its turbulences.
For an understanding of this problem let us review the historical pat- -
tern of this relationship.

| Phrtnerehig,_negendence, and Integration.- Althcugh,ﬁhe church-

-atate pattern varied according to the historical period, their relation-
: ehip can be cbaracterized as one of partnerehip, dependence, and in-
tegration. . =

In Portuguese West Africa the church-state relation began on
a level of partnership. It wasAnot‘difficult for the. Catholic church
to work closely with the state becauee'cne of the factorsvnolding V
Pbrtugal's national cheracter has been the Roman Catholic church. Her

dream of offering "new worlds to the wnrld‘ meant the propagation of a
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Gn)ﬁ&ian civilizetion.’ The vehicle to bring the new world into

- reality was a close co-opez;ation between the orown and the church.

As Bilva Rego expressed in his monumental work, Curso de Misaionoie ia,
the true obj'ec‘t of Catholic missions was ®to plant the ehurch. sup=
port it, and give it a firm basis in whatever geogre.phical location."a
Portugal's national character, in this respect, was expressed in link-
ing mission with the Portuguese nation. This was in contrast to a
foreign mission enterprise as undertaken by the Vatican which was
supra-national, employing minsionaries of every nati.onalﬁy and not
I;eing subjected to whatever form of nationality.5 Portuguese missions,
howev:ef&‘f‘:ﬁé'néfé%eentielly a national mission,"the nation and the church
sustaining each o‘i'.her'e activities.

This co-operetive lapirit ofvmiseion and state flowered in‘ the
eia.rly fifteenth century when Prince Henryathe Navigator assumed the
leadership of the Order of Christ. This Order, founded in 1319,

‘we.a the successor of the Order of Knights vhich operated during the
time of the crueadee. Entrusting the Order of Christ to Prince Henry
cemented the a‘lliance_i_betxeen the erown and the church. Both kings
of that period, D. Duarte and Afonso V, deede to the Order of Christ
the right “to plant ‘the oross™ in all the lands wi;aich 'bhey.‘hoped to
discover and conquer. During this period the Order of Carist was

never divorced from-the Portuguese czfowxi.a

 Lpduerds Moreira, The Sigm!
the Religious Situation (London:

Dominion P!'eSB, 1955 ) Po 1 ‘o
akego, Pe 5e 51b1d. ’ l’xbid., pp. 120f,
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//X Although this pattern suffered somewhat in the éighteenth
century when the Marquis of Pombal expelled the Jesuits from Portugal
and her overseas coloniéa. the r;birth of mission activity in 1844 i
restored the épirit of partnership. In that year with government

.« subsidy there was created a training center for missionaries at the
geminary of Sernache de Bonjardim.1 In 1875 secular priests of this
seminary reinforced. the amall missionary corps in Angola. A graduste
of this school for overseas missions, Father Antdnio Barroao, re=
generated the early enthusissm, working on the thesis thet “the mis-
sionary was of primery importance both to his church and state.‘2
Fatﬁéraégr;éé;ﬂ;romulgated the state's idea of the "sin of idleness,®
workding with the séate to build e chapel, school, hospital, observatory,
and work farm at the old capital of" 8do Salvador. Church and staté
worked in full pertnership to colonize Pbrtugal's African territories.

I The partnership status between church and state, however, wes
“: ﬁot always possible; the political climate in the home country often
Vforced'the state to be?ome indifferent to mission activity in her
overséae colonies. On such occasions Catholic missionaries prodded
the state Por help, cresting e situetion which made the ghurch de-
pendent on the staﬁe fqr its éiistence. As an illustration let us
' take the years of the First World War. From 1914 to 1918 Portugal,

was preoccupled with the Firs@ World ﬁhr} the problems of her colonies

Rego, Pe 173. ' : Duffy, Pe 122,

g
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were’yﬁl aslde; miasions were almost in complete ruins. .Missionariea
of the secular order in Mogambique appealed to the governor general,
Joaquim Jos¢ Machedo, for full government support. On August 14, 19i4
the governor géneral published decree No. 1077 which suspended the
4+ prireiples of the law of separation, providing finaneial support

within the budget of the provinceol His actions hed far reaching

_effect, not only for Mogembique, but for Angole and other colonial
posseasionse. )

Teking advantage of this opportune moment, Portuguese mission-
aries in the colonlies stressed the national character of the Catholic
religlbnﬁgjTEe&ﬁémphasized the patriotic naéurg of Catholic missions
and their effectiva#ess as c}vilizing agents; ihey also claimed that
Protestant mission work was divorced from the object of civilizing
the-ingigenoua populetion. In contrast, Pb;;uguese‘CEtholic missions

\\ﬁgp;iahed to collaborate with the state in the work of eivilizing Africans.
-.ﬂdreover, in line with this policy, proponents of Cetholic missions
meintained that the govérnment should accept them not only as religious
"instituﬁiona, but as vehicles of inatruction.2 Their efforts succeeded,
end in 1919, article 17 of decres No. 5.239 stated that all miseiomaries,
ley and religious, were ®considered as public functionaries of the colo-

nies.™

lRego, PP, 182"1830 Ibid., PPe 186¢f.

BIbid.’ PPe 189f0
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’}f\Frqm 1919 to the revolution of Mhy 28, 1926, mich of the
actual relationship betwsen church and state depended on the governor
general in eech colony. 'More often than not, their attitude was '
favorable, recognizing thelr part within the civilizing process of
the -Fortuguese tradition.l After the revolution of May 28, 1926,
Catholic missions were once more all}ed with the state. The ®organic

Statute of Portuguese Catholic Missions of Africa and Timor"® recog-

nized the special character of Portuguese Catholic missions as cemters

of spreeding the Portuguese language, ideas, and customs. In the light

of their important functions, the state granted an extraordinery sub-

sidy of 26500,000300 and an increase of 1.350,000400 to the yearly

subsidy of Pbrtuguese missions in Mogambique &nd Angola.2

The stage was now eet for the next step. the integration of
the activities of church and state. The culmination of this accord

was manifested in article 140 of the Portuguese constitution that

A_ffbrtugueae Catholic missione overseas and those establishments pre-

pering pereormel for that service . . . shall be protected and aided

--by the state as institutions of instruction and assistance end instru-

ments of‘civilizeption."5 ‘Bignificantly a concordat was sggned between
the Holy See and the Portuguese Republic in 1940, obliterating the

separation between church and state of the past few years. The mis-

lRego, p. 313. Tbid., pp. 197%.
ey, pe 310. ’
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'si.on{f}r agreement.of the qpncorda‘h sts.f.ed that in any alteration of
the admind strative pattern in the colonies, including appointment of‘
an archbiahc;p‘ or bishop:. in any Portuguese colony, the Holy See must
first submit his name to the Portuguese govermment ®in order to ascer-
tain if there be any objection to him on political gro;mds.“l Article
9 pramised financial support from the home government, including sub~-
sidies not only for educstional centers, but also for sustaining
missionary work. Article 10 agreed to make land grants for further
expansion of their work. Article 12 assured annual stipends for

. residez_:jt biéhopg, vicars and missionary prefects, and their right to
8 pe“iisiﬁf; ;:‘;;irgment, Articie 14 entitiedﬁall missiondries travel-
ling expenses both within and outside the coionies. Moreover, retm
Journeys tq the Homeland, whether on grounq_ of health or on leave,
/wiil ». on the proposal of the respective prelate, be provided for on
the same terms as are in force for officials of the civil service.

éut witﬁ this arrangement there was always the temptation of thé clergy
to ps’.r{icipate in the affairs of the state. It is to this problem we

now turn. .

" Glericsl Participation in Politics.~ OFf all the-religlous
mi ssionary soc:le;tiqs‘ in.‘.PBrtug;eae West Africa, none playedvas important -
& role in politiss as the Jesuits. AsA a metter of fact, the military
and govermment l-eade; in the sixteenth céntury, Paulo Dias de Nbva;ie, |

received his powers through the influence of the Jesults who now

. 2 . .
IRego, PPe - 202f. Ibide., pp. 201-204,
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became the advance guerd of the colonization moverent. .The Jesuits,
;ns aﬁ of being an arm of the government as in theACongo experiment,
were the govprgment, initiating a plen to negotiate with the people of
Ngola under the donatdria plan. The acheme, however, was not success-
ful. The Pbrt&éﬁeas gistorian, PFelner, chronicling the activities‘of
this era, did not waste any words of pity on the failuré of the donatdria.
He claimed that the plan was initiated by the SBoclety of Jes&% to hide
the reﬁlvobjective of the.plan, namely the control of the slaye trade
in Angolg.l In vhatever way we may accept Felner's judgment on the
matter, the Soclety of Jesus was deeply involved in the plans for
- colonizatiqg ggfing the sixteenth century. If the plan had succeeded,
d the'Society could have extended its control beyond the limits of the
donatdria, forming a theocratic government.
In the ensuing years the Jesuit idea of a theocracy constantly
~\L~d_pclaahed with the civilian administration. This conflict of interest
.qrupted in the reign of Governor d'Almeide in 1592 who was instrusted
h by his superiors to penetr;te into the interior to seize the silver
mﬁnea-;t Cambambe. But the self interest of Portuguese settlers and
" the Jesuita thwarted his progress toward fulfilment of his plens.
The Jesudts and former workers of Paulo Dias were afraid that the new
_governor would take the extensive grants of land vhich were offbred »
to them by the previous governﬁent. Fbr_the"Jesuits and Eurqpean

settlers, the presence of Governor d'Almeida constituted a threat to

Lpelner, p. 129.
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tggi& privileged poaitions; The two groups conaidere& Angola as their-
fazenda. A struggle for power was inevitable; Governor d'Almeida could
either capitulate to the Jesuits and the settlers or he could chailenge
their righté in the name of the crown. He followed the leatter courae;
-eriticizing the Jesuits for meddling in political affeirs. He then
took action, gathering a small force to invade the Accupied territories,
but his soidiers wefé'rlagued with fever and they warelfbrced to return
to luenda. The new governor continued his struggle hgainsilthe.Jbsuits;
in retaliation, the Jesuits excommunicated him, forcing d'Almeide to
flee'to Brazil and to abandon the office of governor. The year of 1595
matk?kf?ﬁ% Wéight of Jesuit influence in th® struggle for political
power in Angola..1

In the meantime ﬁhe Portuguese had begun to penetrate the in-
terior. Recognizing the enqroachmants m;de by her former ally, the
seif proclaimed queen, D. Ana de Souse, waged war against the Portu-
© guese. Throughout the hostilities between the Ginga queen and the
Portuguese, fhe Jbsuits played an important role in the conflict be-
. tween the two‘partigg. For instance, in an attempt to negotiate with
each ‘other, one of the conditions which D. Ana set forth was that the
priests of the Company of Jeéua.were to be uxiliéed as emissariee of
peace. On another oocasipn when the Portuguese realized that this
was & war to the end against the G;ngﬁ‘que;n, they called on the collegs

of the Oompany of Jesus to bless their campaign. The rector and members

1Fb1ner, pp. 182f.
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Bf};te college, assenting to the truth that this was part of the
evangelizétion campaign in Angola, agreed to send two priests to _
accompany the army at the cost of the conege'.l

The Jesuits continued to play a part in the political 1life of
.Angola until the middle of the eighteenth century; an order for their
expulsion from Luanda was given by Governor Antdnio de Vasconcelos on
May 11, 1760.2 This move by govermment officials met favorable re-
sponse from European settlers who accused the Jesuits of meddling in
their affairs. The expulsion of the Jesuiis curtailed direct parti-
cipation Pf‘the Catholic clergy in the affaira of the state; they
neverﬁiegﬁined their political position in Angola from this period
onward.

‘Dilemma.- In many respects the position of Catholicism was
unenviable; the border between church and state was not clearly defined.
. Throughout the period of European occupation there was constent struggle |
amoﬁg the various European factions; without doubt motivations of self-
intefest intensified the competition for domination by the state, church,
" and European traderse ‘ .

For the catholic church the most effective way to put the country
under its control was to involve itgelf in the affairs of the state. In
the beginning Bume cleriés gserved as s@ate'funotionaries;_;t was only
in 1888 that ﬁhe d;ﬁgo was forma#ly*ocoupied by a civil adminisiration

‘ ' T 2.
1Felner, p. 220. Rego, p. 297.
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congfgiing of a resident governor and a guard of aoldie}a. Up to this

time the church was the authority, both civil and religious. However,

there were adverse reactions to the participation of the clergy in 3
government; ih the eighteenth century residents and governors in
Angola welcomed the expulsion of the Jesuits because they considered
them “as meddlers and hypocritical trouble-makers.‘l

Moreover, the éioee association of church and stete created
a situﬁtion vhere the welfare of the overseas church dependea on the
nature of the political state in‘the home’country. For instance, the
birth of the 1911 Portuguese Rapublic resulted in an anti-clerical
envirqﬂﬁéﬁi;‘”éh April 20th of that year the “Republic published a new
statute, proclaimiﬁg the aeparation of the state from the churches;
the state deliberately using the plural “churches® to indicate its
antifnational religious character. The application of the “law of

Separation® resulted in the creation of lay missions which served as

" substitutes for religious orders. Of the 32 articles in the new statute,

the first eighteen“apélied to missions in the overseas territories.

The pﬁrpose of replacing religious missions by lay was to speed

the c¢ivilizing process which was for the good of the indigenous

races and of the highestvpolitloa; interest of thé ne.tion-2 In practicg;
terms, the decree freed the state from all promises which were made to

the church by the previous government, cutting off state subsidy for -

: 1Duffy’ Pe 118. . o RQgO, 176f0
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the /ﬂg\rk of overseas missions. Subseguently, the persécﬁtion of the

‘Catholic church in Portugal ‘and the lack of government subsidy di-

minished the miasionari fervor of previous yeara.l

Another aspect of this dilemma was that as the church moved .
closer to the state, the church was turned into an instrument of |
eivilization by the state. In pra;i::’:.ce, the aurvivalhof the state
agsumed, prioﬁty becéuéé it was the primary a.gex_it of oivilize.tion.
Inevitebly, the Catholic church beceme identified with Portuguese
nationalism, the church assuming the role as a defender of the Portu-
guese state. Consequently, the response of Catholicism to African

nat‘ibqéﬁ-éfn’ milst be geen in this historical snd sociologicel context.

1ii. Protestantism: Position of Alienation

Heletion to Traditional and European Authority.- The Protestant
position was different from that of Ostholicism; it hed no officlal ties

. with either African or European authority. For this reason the response

of Protestant missioziaries varieds During the early years of missionary
wark‘,,_.Protestant missionaries accepted the authority of African kings.
For ix;atance, when the first missionaries of the American Board arrived
in Angoia, tﬁey found that Portuguese authority exte‘nde&’: only a few
miles 1:;1a_nd and in order to enter Big which was thelr ulti;me.te desti-
nation;;thgy_requixed permission from the king of that district.

Moreover, Protestant-missionaries were always subject to the

V lﬁﬁgo 9 176f-
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autkyi\l.ty of the king; one of the marks of obeisance was to offer

‘gifts of cloth and jewelry. Protestant missionaries were aware that

unless they:pleased the king, they could be expelled from the counti'y.
Mr. Bagster, one of the first American mi;sionariea to enter the high-
lands of-Angola, records an ineldent which describes the delicate |
position in vhich they found themselves as they confr&nted the king of
Bailundu. He writes that when they peid their first visit to the
king's ombala (royal household), they sat down to wait for him to
enter the courtyerd. They waited for a good vhile;

then the ministers came in and sat upon & natural terrace
of rocks at our right; after them the king, when all clapped
_4%heir hands twice. He was introducedito us, we rose and
* shook hands, he seated himself upon my right, and agein the
hands were clapped and the word 'Bokwata!, ran round the
circle. This toolc Brother Sanders and myself by surprise
and we failed to clap; thereupon the king remarked that the
vhite men did not elap, for they despised the black man.
We corrected this idea, and the king, jumpirgup, went off
by another door, but soon came bgik, and ¢lap, clap, and
'Bokwata', went round the circle.

In many respects Protestant miesionaries were “prisoners® of

 the king. Foi instance, the goal of the early missionaries was to

work in Blé, but the Bailundu king would not allow them to go beyond
his kingdom. At that time the two kings were rivals, each suspecting

the other of trying to usurp the power of his domain. ¥hen the

' missiomries requested permission to proceed beyond the Bailundu region,

the Bailundu king retorted that “If any one is to have white children

A .
The Mission of the American Board to Wost central Af'rica

(Boston: Beacon Press, 18825, P. 51,
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or white slaves, I am that one. wl The American Board'miesionariea
"remained in Bailundu until 'Bhey receiveﬁ permission from the Bailundu
king to enter Bid. ”

The absolute authority of the Bailundu king was egain noted
three years later (1884) when the same mi.asi‘onari_ea were expelled
from the area; the king accused the missionaries of plotting ageinst
his rule. Ekuikui, the king, informed the missioneries .of his decision
on May 15, 1884, ordering them out of his kingdom within nine days. All
mission property was to be left in his hands. On receiving the expulsion
order,. one of the American missionaries, Dr. Sanders, went to see Elmi-r
kutbuthis nf¥sion was ot successful. Instead, the ling angrily
told Dr. Sanders t'hat i'f he and his party did not leave within the
specified time of nine da.y;a not only their property but their safefy_
wduldv be in jeopardy. Since there.was no ::ther recourse, the American
" missionaries took what they could with them end returned to the coast.
. Later, the missionaries discovered thet King Ekuilui acted in this
manner becausé he heard thet the white men planned to divert trade
northward to the Congo, undermining the Bailundu king's comtrol of
trade from the interior to the comst. Ekuikui's distrust of the
Americen missionaries was unde‘i‘stgndable since .mhi"he men in his area
vere traders; for Ela;ilmi, Protestant missionaries were no different
from Portugueae'tra&ers. ' |

The effect of the .ldx;g's action sbruptly stopped Protestant

lTilcker, DrumB'-o, Pe 65. :

f



174

miasi(a?‘ary work in the Benguela plateau. The only alternative for the
Americean missionaries was to ask the Portuguese govermment to inter‘rfane
on their ‘beh;].'.f. The kilng, Ekuikui, ‘relented and sent one of his
chieftains and fifty carriers to the coast, inviting the missionaries
+  to return to Bailundu.
The pattern of g.?pealing to the European power to intervene
. on behalf of Protestantism was seen fr&m the beginning not only in
central Angola, but in other sections of the country. For in;tance,
Carson Graham of the British Baptist Society relates that on several
occasiona the Baptist missionaries complained to the European resident
governoaf of A;v;:e-r‘;’ait.l unjust practices of the lcing. He cites the case
' of the enslavement of the Mawunze people by the king and the 1ntervention
of Protestant missionaries for their cause. Subsequently, the action
of .the, Britiéh Baptist missionariea incurreti the anger of the ruling
N . :
king, Dom Xlvaro. ‘The presence of two authorities, Africen and Euro-
pean, coinplioe:!;ed the situation for Protestant missionaries. Injthe
next section we will discuss how this historical oircﬁmstance affected

" the response of Protestantism.

‘Response of Protestantism.- F&r Proteetantj.sin the historical
circumstances posed a diff:erenf;aituati‘.c‘mq from that of Oatholicism.
The. first Protestant missionaries were obliged to deal with both

authorities, African ‘and European, when they initisted their missionary

" Graham, P 49.
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wor%y’\ln many instences Protestant missionaries faced the hostility
of both powers, the European Catholic group end the authority of the
African ldngs. .-
Were fhere any visible patterns in the response of Protes-_
tantism to the historical situation? In the history of the penetration
of Protestant missionary work, the response depended uﬁon the political
situation. During the éarly period when European authority was confined
to the coastal areas, Protestamt missionaries stationed in the interlior
always acknowledged the authority of the king. They brought cloth and
trinkets as good-will gifts to the local rulers, recognizing that with-
out thei approval they could’not begin their iissionary work.
A However, aé'Eurépean occupation penetrated beyond the coastal
regions, Protestant miseiongries attempted to be on good terms with
both authorities, Africen and Eurcpean. But this position vas u#-
\\‘wﬁﬂzenable when Africen and European interests clashed. Whet then wase
| n:the response of Protestantism in such a situation? Generally, the
attitude of Proteatant.miasionaries evolved along these lines; first,
" to kbeﬁ out of the conflict, and second, if this was not possible,
to act as mediators between the two powers. There were several instances
when Protestent missionaries attempted to act as médiators;vone occurred
'in 1890 at the time of the military occupation of Bié by the Portuguese.
The conflict was precipiteted by the gctibnkof the governor géneral of
Angola who sent a Portuguese officer and a company of soldiers to es-

tablish a military post in Bid, cenmtral Angola. The ling of Bid

3.; '
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resew the encroachment on his authority and exp'elled 'the; Portuguese
officer and his soldiers from his district. The governor general,
incensed at the action of the king of Bid, ordered Captain Paiva
Couceiro to invede and sack the ombala of King Ndunduma. With help
from an artillery unit and the Boers who had migrated to Angoia. fro;n
Southwest Africa, Captein Paiva Couceiro succeeded in destroying the
king's ombala. Ndunduma, however, esscaped and fled south into the
| Ganguela country. The Portuguese army captain issued a decres stating
that unless the Bihdans surrendered their king within eight days, ;bhe
Portuguese would destroy their country.
Z% wos-st this point that one of the Protestant mifsaionaries
of the Oam;mdongo s_'tation, Reverend W. H. Sanders, decided to take
it upon. himself to ask the ldng to surrender to the Portuguese.
After numerous efforts to contact the ld.ng,“Sanders received word
T—that ﬁdunduma wes reedy to give himself up to the Portuguese. The
__;'Protestant missionary, accompanied by Stenley Arnot of the Brethren
| mission, went to the appointed village, returned with the Bie€ king
- and sufrendered him to Captein Paive Couceirc. Hostilities ceased,
peace restored, and e néw‘ king was elected by the aub'-chiffe of Bie’.l
Another instence when Protestant missionaries were involved
"in the differences between. the two.powera was in the Portuguese Congo
rebellion of 1913, Vhen the campaign of the rebel leader, Klvaro

Buta, gained momentum end Sg8o 'Salve.dor was in dénger of being ransacked,

~ lmme Missiomary Rerald (Boston: The American Board, 1881),
pp. 110f.
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the rg@remor requested an Englishiﬁiasiopary, Mr. Bowslgi.il, to negotiate
‘terms of pesce with Bute end his Pollowers. A similar request to Mr.
Bowskill had already been made by the Congo ldng and his couneillor;,
but it was not acted on until the time of the final attack snd de-
. st¥uction of S'Eo Salvador. Under e flag of truce, Mr. Bowskill and
Dr. Gilmorelg agreed to go to the rebels' camp to negotiate a peace,
inviting Bute and his followers to sit down to conciliate their dif-
ferences with the local authorities. Buta agreed; the i.mmedie.te .
threat to the white population wes averted. Later, Buta was taken
into custody,. betrayed, imprisoned and shipped to Luanda. When govern-
ment- au@ﬁ'oritiea aasumad control of the region again, the .gsoldiers
razed the villages of the rebellious people, burning their homes,
schools and chapels. ,B:itiah Baptist missionaries were 1n?=ensed at
the g:figx taken by the Portuguese authori;ies, but they were helplesa.l
PO
lemma.~ The mediating position of Protestant miassionaries
- _.ﬁas unexivi.ablef For instance, at the inquiry to determine the causes
of the Buta rebellion, -the commender of the fort was determined to
’ implicéte Protestant missi;ﬁanes, especially Mr. Bowslkill who was
one of the negotietors oi; the truce. Governmentvix.we'etigatora question-
ed workers of the Baptﬁ;s’t ‘miss'i:bn., hoping to incriminate the Baptist
. Society and its miésibnariea. For the Baptist missionaries, their
action to mediate a truce betwsen the :wé.frigg groups be.ckﬁ.féd.f On

the one hand, they faced thé su.spicion of Portuguese officiels, and

laraham, p. 157.
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on thefgther, they were partners in a broken trust'which-tﬁey had given
to Buta and his followers. The incident created a feeling of distrust
between Protestants and Portuguese aﬁthorities which has lingered to-
the present. Most Portuguese historians insist thet the Buta revolt
hed its origins in the English Protestant mission. For instence, e
former governor of the Uige district in the Portuguese Congo, Major
Felgas, wrote that the chief of the insurrection was a former student
" of the Eﬁglish mission of S8c Salvador. Felgas also insisted.that
only the villages areund the'Protestant mission rebelled against the
civil authorities; Catholie villages, he cleimed, refrained from en-
joiniggiﬁgutpe;ggbellion. Moreover, Felgas records that there were
rumors 3uring this peribd that the English and Germens Weré planning
to re~distribute the Portuguese territory of the congo;1 the rebellion,
according to Felgas, was a forerumner to this foreign invesion.
N Protestant missionaries denied that they instigated or helped
in the insurrection. As a matter of record Protestant missionaries
_“deplored the use of violence by Bute and his followers to achieve
thelir aims. Cagson Grahem, writing of this incident and the havoo
cr;ated by the retaliatory ﬁeasures of the Portuguese, said: "It was
natural that every lover of freedom should sympathize wit;ithe cause
for which Buta hed risen; but our adherents and the church members
who joined him hgd to learn that they who take the sword may perisb

2
by the sword.®

1 2.
Pelgas, p. 166. Grahem, p. 142,
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//xProtestant mipsionaries harvested e similar resuit on another
occasion. In the Bailundu rebellion of 1902 miseionaries helped feed

the Portuguese at the fort and acted as mediators between the army

officials and fhe African king. Yet, a correspondent of a lisbon

newspaper accused Proiestant missionaries of inciting the revolt.

John T. Tucker reported that the correspondent cited the use of the

hymn ®fe are little Travéllers‘ in youth services as proof since the

second verse reads “We are little soldiers.® And the press corre-

spondent wrote, “Soldiers? Against whom? Only ageinst the ruling

pover of the colony‘{. Furthermore, Tucker stated thet during this

pericd @ﬁgyéﬁ aTiost imprudent to sing in *native® churches “Onward
Christian Soldiera.i or ®stand up, stand up for Jesus.®

Thus, the Protestant position wes precarious; Protestant mis-

sionaries were labelled as traitors by bothﬁfactione. In the Buta

\-"_d‘,

revolt of 1910 the Portuguese, on the one hand, blamed the Baptist

.\ﬁiasion for the rebellion; the Congolese leaders, on the other, ac-

ocused English miasionaries of breaking the agreement of safe conduct

- for Buta and his followers. The Bailundu rebellion brought similar

reactions; Europeens and Africans were critical of the actions of

the American missionaries. As we shall see in the ﬁext chepter on

‘modern nationalism, this dilemma will continue to p3egue the Protes-

tant response to the issue of nationalism.

Louoted in Tucker, Angolas.., p. 111.
®Ibid.
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,/K\ 4. Bummaery
’ Our discussion in thié chapter hes centered on the historieal
factors of nationalism during the first four and a helf centuries of
Portuguese rulé. It ;qﬂgbvious that in such a2 broad timelapan, on§ 
., can only telescope the numerous events vhich formed the context for
the developmenj of nationalism in Portuguese West Africé.
We observed thétwlfrican resistance to European domination
was constant throughout this periods Accordingly, we noted thet the
statement ®four hundred and fifty years of Portuguese rule® is mis-
leading; it was not until the 1910's that the Pbrtugueae controlled
the couaﬁ?y Only Portugal's superior military power subdued the
ruling African kings of Angole and the Congo.
The struggle batueeﬁ European and African interqsts was not
confinéd to the political realm, it Bpilied*over into the religious
\\‘_ﬂu:phere. We noted that for Africans the adoption of Christianity was
‘nﬁdvaniageous, a step which pleased the colonial power. In many ré—
spects the .reaction of Africans to the church was dictated by political
‘"expedieﬁcys Yot, some kings as Dom Afonso took Christianity seriously,
modelling his kingdom to that of the fifteenth century Portuguese
feudal system. On many occasions the struggle for &ominatioﬁ between
.Africana and Euroye&ﬁs céntexed in the'religiqus capitals of.Rome,
lisbon, and §%0 Salvador do Congo. Ax:tiﬁea“African kings strove to
establish & church independent of lisbon, appealing to the Vaticen for

aid. But the politics of Europer dictated otherwise; Lisbon gained the
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upper/yapd over 8do Salvador. The Vatican conceded to Psrtugal the
right to govern all religious activities in her African poseéseions;
the authority of a Catholic Oongo king was subservient to the Portu- -
guese crown.

There was enother struggle, however, which affected the rer;
sponse of Oatholicism on modern nationalism. This was the issus of
chur&h and state. Historically, the relationship between church and
Astate followed a pattern of partnership, dependence, and integration.

~ But there were occasions when the Jesuits assumed great political |
power, the opposition accusing the Society of Jesus of taking over the

lreipsQAo?ggpe»gov@rﬁment. By 1940, the aims of:church and state were
complementi;g each o%he; in carrying out the programs to eivilize and
to Christianize. '

;The responses of Oatholicism and Protestantism to the historical

\\*~*Btrugg1e between European and African povwers differed. The dominant

- reaction of Catholicism was to align itself with the European power,

recogﬁizing thaf this was to her interest. Protestant missionaries,,
.on the other hand, attempted to follow & policy of disengagement, a
policy of withdrawal fr;ﬁ fhe battle of-political and terr&torial rights.
In its prectical aapect Protestantism's response was to recognize both
authorities, traditibnéiban& Europe&n. -In a final snalysis, however,
Protestantism gid.recognize éhe European'pouar.as dominant, appealing
bto the governor general when miﬁéion ubik waérinterrupted by an Africen
ruler. - - S

that were the important factors which influenced theae_résPonsesi

'\_.1' .
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For ﬂgéholiciam the tie with the Portuguese state prevailed; all re-

actions were influenced bj tﬁis factor. Allied to it was the colonial

situation which elevated Buropean interests over African. A third was

the religious fector, the Portuguese hierﬁrchy insisting on its right
+ 4o control the overseas church in West Africa.

For Protestantism, her policy of withdrawal and non-alignment
stermed from the doctrine of the separﬁtion of church and state. More~
over, Protestantism was a foreign and not a national (Pbrtugdése),re-
ligious movement, a factor which promoted disengagement from the Euro-
pean pqwer.' The authority of the indigenoue kings was snother reason,

B féé%i£§%ég i;;luencad Protestant miseionArigb not to take sides.

In this situation Catholicism and Protestentism were confronted
with the matter‘of choice, once again facing dilemmes. For Catholiclsm,
a éritioal aﬂtitude towards the state coul&-reault in a loss of support,

N~ ,
financial and political. Opposition to colonial rule could also place
'-'datholiéism in a position of contradiction, its roots being European.
Furthermore, it could mean an end to‘rapid expansion of mission work,
' tt? exiatence depended on & co-operative relationship with the colonial
power. ‘ 4 I
Support of the European stete also had its shortcomings. It
‘ meant that the 1;f$ of the overseas church depended én the politieal
situation in Portugal; Catholieism's fortunes were often adverse when
a new government ceme into power. For instance, the era of the i911

Pbrtﬁgueaernepubiic was definitéi& ahti—ci;rical. The Catholic church
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alsg/gkcame an instrument of the state, the civilizing motivetion being
more importent than the evangelizing. A third result of Cathoncieg's'
- tle with the colonial government was a loss of Africen support, Afri-
cans often projecting their frustrations and resentmemts to the Catho-
4+ 1icé church. This will be an important factor when we deal with the
issue of modern nationalism.

The dilemma of Protestantism was as acute, also involving the
motter of choice. Opposition to the European state meant a loss of
protection from the state, especially in situations where Protestant
missionaries encountered the hostility of African rulers, Bailundu
being égiéigmﬁig. Opposition by Protestant mf%eionaries was also
interpreted by'the'European povwer as an act of collaboration with re-
bellious African chiefs. The final threat, however, was expulsion
which meant an end to Protestant mission work in Angola.
o~ But what were the opposite consequences? Support.of the state

..:fhreatened the existence of Protestant missions; Africen chiefs had the
povwer to expel Protestént missionaries from their ereas. Moreover,

* whenever Protestant missionaries were involved in the settlement of
differences between Euroﬁeans and Africens, the aggeementa were often
broken by the colonial power. This was the case in the Bute rebellion,

-Gongolese leaders éccusing the British'Baptigt misesionaries of reneging
on thé promise of safe'conducﬁ for Buia‘ahdhhis Pollowers. Under these
ciroumstances Protestant missionaries were labelled as traitors by both

partieso

s
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/ A Needless to say, the attitudes of Catholiciem and Protestentism
formulated d{u-ing this phase ‘ware carried over into the period of modern
ne.tione.liem.ﬂ' Catholicis;lx aligned itself with the state; Proteatantirt:im
accepted European authority. Neither evolved & policy tc_: meet the

4+ challenge of Africen nationalism in the yeers under discussion; eech
acted to protect its own :lnteres;bs. We are now ready to take the next
. step; our task will be t.o’consider these attitudes in the context of

modern nationalism.

f‘;"”‘ ‘
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CHAPTER VI
'MODERN NATIONALISM

l. Introduction
In our study thus far of slave labor, forc_ed labor, and the
historical factors iﬁ .x;atgf_pmliam, the chellenge-response context has
focused on African versus European interests. For students \c;f African
history this struggle is sesn as part of the larger issue of nation-
alism. Viewed in this perspective the struggles for sovereignty be-
tween :‘éﬁélinaféenous Angolan rulers end the dolonial power were mani-
festations of Africen nationslism; this struggle can be divided into
four periods. During the early period of discovery, we indicated
thet the dominant theme was one of equalit;f. The prevailing idea of
ytha.t era was to make the Congo court equal tc European royalty, in-
. ‘stituting a feudal hierarchy of nobles, counts, and dukes. To achieve
this end Portuguese cc;lonialiats clothed, educated, and instructed the
Congoi-ese in the ways of lisbon. An integral aspect of this program,
of course, was indoctrination in the Oatholic religion. - .
This mutuel alliance lasted through the sixteenth century,
although there we,ie occasional conflicts of power. The climate of
the seventeenth century, hoquer, was diffe_rent. The incraaéing impor-
tance of the slave trade, the intrigues of local European settlers, .and

the internal warfare. activated the dormant struggle. Except for the

185
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severyy@ars of Dutoh occupation,‘the Portuguese waéed a 'coz-ltinuous
campeign to subdue the reigning chiefs and local rulers. Insurrectionms,
rebellion, and defiance of Portuguese rule continued into the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, and the three hundred years (the beginning
of the seventeenth to the end of the nineteenth) can be designated é.s
years of active fesistance by indigenous rulers. For proof we refer to
the rebellious periods in the Congo, Ngola, and Bailundu kingdoms
i deseribed in Chapter V.
Post VWorld Wer I years ushered in a period of acquiescence.;
western educated Africans set aside their indigenousoustoms to bec-:ome
) assimiledss ;wi;bhin the Portuguese culture. * Portuguese civil adminis-
tration ex;:anded and tl;;e colonial power instituted a system which was
relatively effective in conﬁrolling the peoples of A.ugola.l Internal
warfare oeé.sed, legitimate commerce expanded, and some industrial
S———#ictivities were initiated. During this period Angolan Africans
- adjusted to the structural form of the Portuguese colonlal system.
_Concomitant with a growing desire of Angolan Africans to
. be‘;:ome assimilados, there wa.s the realization that in spite of a
philosophical declaration of equality within the colonial system, the
actual situation belied the Portuguese affirmations of an integrated
‘multi-racial society. The Portuguése discrimineted against assimi-

lated Africans in the economic, social, and educational spheres;

‘ 1Angola is identified in this chapter with Provincia de Angola
which includes the northern area of the Portuguese Congo vwhich is a
. district within the present day Angola.
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Afrlc/aﬁ’b were assimilated Portuguese in name only. Dj.saﬁtieﬁed
Angolan Afrlcans organized small groups; the strongholds were in the
cities of Iuanda and lobito. By 1950 there were efforts by these i
groups to petiﬁ.on the United Nations to intervene on behalf of _
Angolan Africens. By then the Iuande group formed a partisan party
which called itself the Popular Movement for the Liberaﬁion of Angola.
In the meanwhile the political Perment accelerated at an increasing

pace in the Belgian Congo, affecting the entire distriot of the Portu-

- guese Congo. By 1954 a Unien of the Populations of Angola party opened

ite office in leopoldville. Both parties were in their infancy, in

number &:ﬁin iﬁ%luencq ‘among the African popufation. The Popular
Movement held its me‘efings clendestinely in the ILuande re;ion: the
Union of Peoples movement wa's an outgrowth of the Abako party of the
lower Belgian Gongo.l But the beginnings nm]ahroomed, partially through

the course of world events; independence became a must for all peoples

.. dominated by a colonial power in Africa and in Asia. In Angola the

drive for self-rule assumed hurricane proportions when Belgium acceded

to. the Oongolese _demand for independence on Junme 30, 1960, Niné months

later Angola erupted, uahéring in a period of active resistance. Angola
wag also oaught in the sweeping surrents of the demand for independence

nowve

Lrye original dream of the Abako party under the leadership

. of Joseph Kasavubu was the re-oreation of the ancient Bakongo kingdom

vhich was divided by colonial boundaries between the Belgian Congo,
the French Congo, and Portuguese Angola.

<_ y
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ffﬂ&th this historical introduction we are now read} in this

‘chapter to relate our study to the social response of Christianity 4o
the issue of médern nationalism. For our investigation, there will be;
two pertinent questions. The first is, "#hat was Christianity's con~

. tribution to Angolan national consciousness?® In this respect we shall
examine to what extent the religious ideas of Christisnity, the insti-
tutional church, the Afriéﬁn clergy, the Christian elites, the social
wolfare programs, and the Christian separaetist churches stimula%ed
national consciousness. The second question is, "What was the response
of Ohrist;anity to Angolan nationalism, including the present orisis
Qituatiangﬁgtfh'ﬂﬁﬁling with these questions, we*will attempt to relate
them to the dilemma which faced both groups, Catholio and Protestant.

2. Christianity and National Oons;iousnesa
In thie study we have recognized the interaction of politieal,
géciological, end religious forces with the selected social issues of
glave labor and forced laSor. S8imilarly, in the present section we
must, recognize thet Christianity is only one factor in the develop-
ment of African nationaliem. Other internal factors inelude edu-
cation, the rise of cities and towns, :and the injustices inherent in
the colonial system. External factors such as the Second World War,
the United Nations Declaration of Humen Rights, and the granting of -

independence to former Britithand Fremch colonial possessions were also
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impqigént in the development of independent political thought in
Angolao '

Yet, no one doubts that Christianity has been a major factof
in African poiitical development. As Ndabaninge Bithole of Southern
Rhodesia reminded his listeners at the Leverhulme History Conference
in 1960,

Practically alluaignificant African political leaders were

educated and trained in mission schools.¥ Many of the

present African political leaders were mission school"
teachers at ohe time or another. Practically all important
journalists, and authers who chempion the African cause

are former students of "mission schools.® Practically all

leading Africans in medicine, the various trades and in-

duatrieslreceiVed their education and training in ¥mission
ﬁBchoolé“ =

For these feasons Sithole states in his paper that "consciously
or unconsciously, the Christian Church with its Gospel has tremendously
influenced African political development, end hes set most if éﬁé Q?ri-

2
can communities on' the road to nationhood.® In a real sense the main

,~'éontribution of Christienity to Africen political development hes been

the introduction of new associstions. UWhat are some of them? One is

" @ confrontation of religious ideas which upset the equilibrium of both

Africen and colonial life. Another is the institutional structure of

the church itself. A third is the rise of an Africen clergy which

' 18 necessary for the life of the institution. A fourth comes out of

the church's function as a social welfare institution, including the

Ndabaninge Sithole, ®The Interaction of Christianity and
African Political Development,‘ typescript, P 15.
&
Ibid.

[
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educaﬁxghal, medical, and technological aspects. A fifth.ia the

creetion of African Christian elites, the assimilados, and a sixth

is the Ohristian separatist movement. All have pleyed an importent

rart in the devélopment of national consciousness; and in this section
., We propose to pursue how they contributed £o the development of national

movements.

‘4, PReligious Changes
Two common characteristics preveil in the religious practices
of traditional African societies. One is its belief in ancestral
‘worehip, ‘the ether is a loyalty to the deity of the group. On an-
costor w&t;hip Gladwyn Ghilds observes that among the Ovimbundu in
central Angole the ruling families returnmed on occasion to their
'orig;nal lands in the north to worship its ancestral godse "From
~__this," Childs writes, "it is evident that the ancestors of the ruling
7 fggiliés became the gods of the kingdoms over which they ruled,®’
'Fbreover, ancestral deities implied 8 worship of local gods. As God-
frey and Mbnica Wilson noted in their study in Central Africa, %an
enemy in a distant chiefdom was, to the Nyukusa, for inatance, beyond
the range of supernatural vengeance, unleas he were a relative.® Each

family kept its own ancestral gods; the power of these deities was

2
confined to the imnsdiate clan.

lnilas, p. 219

» S e :
Godfrey and Monica Wilson, The Analyseis of Sociel Chggg_
(London: Cambridge University Press, 1958)s p. 1l. .

g
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/;f\ihe:other characteristic in the religious rractices of traditionai
Africen socleties is an gmphdsis on & homogeneity of the clan; deviafions
were seldom permitted. On this festure of African tradition, Sithqlg
writes that

the individuel counted in so far as he was part and parcel of
the group outside of which he lost his real worth. In actual
practice this meant that no individual could follow his natural
bent beyond the.group. All new schemes, new adventures, new
thoughts, and new outlooks on life were subject to the approval
or disapproval of the group. The individual, to all practicsal
intent, wes dominated by the fear of the group. 4
Undoubtedly, the arrival of Europeans in Africe affected the
religiogs practices of the African peoples. Christianity, one of the
factérs;ﬁﬁgfhiﬁ“%hange! based its belief in a imiversal God, e deity
vho was the God of'éll péoplea. The parochial religion of ancestral
deities was ohallenged‘by a'God who had no bounds, geographically,
fadialiy, and cﬁliurally.. Moreover, an Afr;oan who joined a Christ}an
church was linked with a world wide organizetion. 4n Africen of the
.:Mbth@dist church in Angola not only joined the Church of Christ in
his coumtry, but he was also linked with a world Methodist orgenization.
" This wéé also true for Baptists, Congregationalists, and Anglicans.
The Christian God demanded from en African convert a loyalty beyond
his dwn]family andAclén.' Erom'ibig point it was n&t difficﬁlt to
-relate this,univeréal concept to a devélopmeqt of netional conscious=-
ness; nationhéod required a loyalty'bqybnd one's family and ethnic-

groupe

lgsthole, pe 5e
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/fx Christianity elso encouraged individual deviatién; besically,
an African who joined a Chriétian church was an individusl who had
rebelled against the préctices of his family. Christianity sustainéh
the right of én individuel to question the decisions of his own group,

4 Ppromoting a rebellious attitude towards the status quo. Take the cage
of Chief Kanjundu of Ciyuka of Bié, for example; he defied his own
clan to become = Ghristlan. John T. Tucker describes this “adventure
in individuality® as follows: )

With an evangelist et his side spirit houses are torn down

and his fetishos committed to flames. His priests and witch-

doctors flee from him as from one demented. The foundation

.of natiye life in thet community ia shaken. Had not Kanjundu

*B‘romiaed at his installetion to keep faith with the ancestral

dead? ' .

As the years went by it was not difficult to relete this feeling
of rebelliousness to the colonial situations As Sithole says “it is
~~—--inconceivable to a logical mind that the Bible could deliver the Afri-

.can from traditio;al dominetion without at the same time redeeming him
A.froﬁ colonial domination.®™ He adds that “the Bible teaches that the
‘_individual is unique, of infinite worth before God; colonialism, in

m;nyrrggpects,>éays juéfytﬁe opposite.® What happens then? Sithole
remerks that “the Bible-liberated Africen is now reassert;ng'_ himself

.not only over tribal but also over'colonial authérity, aince these

two are fundamenﬁgl¥x_the gaﬁe.‘

For the‘developmeni of ‘Africen nationalism, a rebellious attitude

lm(!ker’ nrumso-o’ Pe 1050 _ SithOIG’ p..6.
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&

aga;ﬁg% the status quo was necessary. In this respect Christian beliefs
in & universal God and in the worth of an individual es against the clan
contributed to the anti-coloniel feeling emong Africens. But ‘nati;nalist
feeling® was aangerous in e colonial situation; it héd to express itself

+ in’an institutional form. It ie to this topic we now turn.

ii. Institutional Structure
.In order to understgnd the contribution gf the institutional
form of Christienity to netionel consciousness, we shﬁuld recogniie
the differences end similaritias in Oatholic and Protestant structures.
TheQgsngjﬁgf;g;ssimilarity is largely the‘regult of the church-state
rela;i;;;ﬁip. As we noted in Chepter V the interests of ihe state
snd of the Catholic ohurch'deﬁanded the co-operation of both parties;
the state protected the church; and the church upheld the state, It
~_..-"as difficult to dissociate Catholicism from the national character
.of the coloniel power.
Protestantism, on the other hand, was tolerated by the state.
It rep?eaented a foreign element within the Portuguese mystique; the
p}esenég of Protestantiam &istracted Africans from the Portuguese
image of a “eivilized® person. The relation between the‘;brtuguese
. state and Protestantism wae uneasy; each was suspicious of the otherf
Prot;stantiem has been e minority group within a Catholioc atate; qhe
had to obey the laws of the state. Subsequéntly, Protestent mission-
aries regarded themselves as guests in a foreign country, and, as such,

they tacitly égreed to vwork within the atfucture of the colonial system.

:‘454-,
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/".\ Both religious groups, however, have been 'concez"ned with the
building of African Christien commmities. As a result both Catholi-
cism end Protestantism established institutional structures. For our
jmmediate study we shell exemine each institutional form separately.

Catholicism.- For the Catholic missionary movement the pri::;ary
objective has been the gigantic work of “planting e church® which would
have a secure and permanént base in the indigenous country. For this
purpose a structure was needed, an organization linked with Lisbon and
Rome. By the end of the sixteonth century there was created a dio;ese
of SHo Salvadot do Congo, consisting of a bishop, nine canons, and three
dignxta:;m, Whé-Were European and appointed by sthe ling of Fortugal. The
nine canons, except'for the Dean and Master of* the school, were nominated
by the king of Congo.1 The blan throughout the Congo and Angola was to
estéblish a church to which African converts could be instructed in the

-

Tatholic faith. The strength of the Catholic church followed the patiern

_Aﬁf European penetration; it was much stronger where control of the terri-

tory was in the hands of the Fortuguese. Colonial occupation was followed

_-by the esteblishment of the Catholic church.

. - As the~fbrtuguese'increased their control in the interlior, the
extension of the diocese plan was put in practice. ‘Each of the me jor
oities was an ecclesiastical center of the COatholic church. After

the concordat bLetween.the Vaticen and Portugal, the old diocese of .

Angola and Congo no longer existed; it had been replaced previously

1Reg° s Po 276.
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by,é;éating thé prefectures of the Lower Congo and of Cubango. In
1940 three dioceses were.créated, Luende’ which became the archdiocese,
Nova Lisboé, and Silva;Pbrto. Fifteen years later in July of 1955,
the Holy See.created the new dlocese of S« da Bandeira in southern
" Angola. The network of dioceses, churches, schools; extended through-
out the country; the Romen Catholic church becoming a strong independent
force within the colonial structure.
At times, however, the Catholic structure seemed to~£e more
Buropean then African. For instance, the two dioceses, Nova Lisboa
and S« da Bandeira, recorded the greatest increases in membership in
thé‘iég%;é; %ﬁés was.nqt at all sprprisiné sfice these tup districts
received the greaéest number of BEuropean setilers duriné'ihe years

1 .
from 1950 to 1953, more than 50,000 Metropolitans.  Moreover, of

tﬁe 122,757 Pb;tuguese Cathollc citizens in the 1950 census, only

-~

N 14
23,382 were Africans; the rest were Europeans (73,976) and mulattoes

.,f‘(25,285).2 ‘
Yet, to conclude that the Catholic church is entirely for
T Européans is misleading. -For instance, in the same census (1950)
there were 1,%80,126 Affican Catholics (indfgenaa). 'Catholic villages
were scattered throughout_the.i67.parochia1 districts in Angola, from
the Atlantic cqaéf £o fhe borders of her neighboring ferritoriea.
Also, in the 1958-59 school year there wérq,l;OIS schools fgé the

lRego, p. 321, ‘ - Anuario Estatisticd, p. 20,
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indigeéghs population under the auspices of the Catholic church with
an enrollment of 56,628 pupila. Although the Catholic church is
European eont;olled,.the iovement within the'institufion is pre-
dominantly African, not only in membership but in its influence on

+ the local village level. It is in this respect that the Oatholic
institutional structure must be examined; its influence on the Afri-
,can population is far greater than we mey suspect.‘

Protestantism.~ The shell of Protestant church structure is

" no less western than thet of the Catholic, depending on the tradition

, of each mission society. In the Portuguese Congo the church structure

is Baptidﬁi,in the Luande and Malange areas, the church polity is

Methodist; in central Angola, the Congregational idea predominates.
- The Plymouth Brethren, South Africe General Mission, and Philafricaine
\\,,,fiBSionB have their local church organizetion on a congregational bagis,
but these missions are less structured than that of the Canadian and
“ﬁee Englahd Congregationalists of central Ahgola. Underlying all
$nstitutions, however, is one idea, the building up of 2 local auto-
" nomous ehurch, in a village; town or city;

' In the early years of mission activity, Proteaiantqurk was

dominated by missionafiea} theyﬂgade church rules and reguletions,

Nl e e

emphasizing the sins of slavery, polygaﬁy, dencing, and the use of
_yum and tobacco. In general, the first church unit was develeped
around the mission etetion, formed principally among the workers of

the mission. Later, the areas of influence went beyond the mission




. for Protestants these were main issues of a Christien life. A Protes-
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stationi[m;llage churches were begun. As the influeﬂce of the mission
expanded, there wes & necessity in associating the outstation work with
that of the mission. The result was a development of an association
of churches which later formed into pastoral areas and districts.

. Although the pettern of hierarchical authority was different be-

b 3

tween Oatholic and Protestant societies, they had a similar idea of
®planting churches.‘ Wherever a church service was held, there was a
b;ginning of a chapel in that villege. But the idea of life within the
two church structures often differed. OCatholic structure, to e large ex-
tent, harbored a liturgy, instruction and doctrine which seemed to be set
apart from fhe f:n%.o;_ of the peoples. Frequently, fatholic clergy ignored
the 1ssuea‘uhich vere the‘éoncern of Protestants-such as polygemy, alco-

holism, and daneing. For Catholics these seemed to be fringe issues;

<

-tant Christian was known by the life which he led in these spherses.

B?oause of this emphasis Protestants were apt to dissociate themselvzz
no£ only from Oatholics but from other non-Christien viilagera.

‘ The sense of being apart from the European community was also
intensified by the emphasié which Protestants gave to the usztof the
indigenous language, including preaching, catechism, end conferences
1ngthe Protestent church. v1ilage eldere-encouraged Protestant foreign
missionaries to learn thg,Africén dielect of-thevarea, although in
later years (Qatholic priesta.came'to be pfoficiént in Kikongo, Kim-

bundu, Umbundu, end other Bantu langueges. The translation of the
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Bible in }ﬁe African languages also helped to foster a greater unity

among Protestants. Church leaders encouraged new members to own a

.Bi_bles they used the Bible to teach the Christian faeith. Such con-

certed efforts resulted in an institution which seemed to foster a
:iense .of unity among Protestant Africans, setting them apart from
the state, Catholics and non-Ohristian groups.

A growing African identity with the Protestant church was
fﬁ;rther promoted by the participation of members in the finances of
the church orgenization., lLocal expenses, including the siélary of

pastora, vere paid by contributions from the people. The use of over-

: seas money {p Bupp&rt the local church was discoursgeds A common

financial procedure for a Proteete.nt group was to assess a flat rate
to each member; the idea being that all should contribute equally to

the work of the church. Ohristian elders appointed local treasurers,

. ' b
“int¥odueing a new élement into the communal village life. Merlin Ennis,

one’ of the founders of the American Board mission station in Elende,
describes it in this menner:

In African life there are a number of things which are looked
upon a8 untoucheble end tabu, money was not one of these nor
was public funds a sacred<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>