
Abstract 

There is a causal relationship between political leadership and economic development. There is 

evidence that the deterioration of economic conditions in African since independence is owed to poor 

management of public economic affairs by the incumbent state leadership. This argument implies that 

whereas the continent may not be very well endowed with natural resources, this may not be held 

solely responsible for the existing economic woes. Whatever resources exist are capable of generating 

economic development, indeed economic breakthrough, if they are harnessed and utilized effectively. 

Conversely, a country may be endowed with enormous natural and human resources, but may remain 

characterized by poverty and economic backwardness if it is not endowed with visionary, dedicated and 

rational political leadership capable of appropriating such resources for the purpose of national 

development and for the prosperity of the citizens. 


