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J March, 1915.

Sir,

I am directed by the Marquess of Crewe to tranmmit for'the
confidential information of Mr. Secretary Harcourt, and for such
2&2, Z’)t.h action as he may consider advisable, a copy of two letters

received from the Govermment of India, with reference to Indiars

/ in tne Bast Africa Protectorate named S. S. Kabir Shah and
Uttam Singh
His Lordship would desire suggest tnat the case of
Uttam Singh in particular mignt ve the subject f enquiry.
nhave the nhonour Lo de 31T

Your obedient Servant

W. Ml Aerivess

The Under Secretary of State,

Colonial Office,




CONFIDENT IAL

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
HOME - DEPARTMENT.
(Political)...

DRERI . . . the 25th January, 1915,

To 8ir T. V. Holderness, K.C.B., K.C.B.I.},

His Majesty's Under Secretary of State for India.

I am directed to forward, for the informatida of
the Secretary of \Stat.e, an abstract translation of an
intercepted letter addressed to a tahsildar in the United
Provinces by one S.S8.Kabir Shah, a surveyor in ‘the
‘adastral branch of the Survey Department at Nairobi,

2. I am to suggest that, with the permission of the :
Colonial Office, the authorities in British Bast Africa may ;
be made aware of the anti-British sentiments of the writem, .
of the letter.

1 have, etc.

(8d) H. Wheeler, -

BSecretary to the Govermment of India.
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Abstract translation of a letter addressed to

Saiyid Ahsan Shah, tahsildar of Gonda, written by one S.S5.Kabir
Shah, surveyor, Cadastral branch of the Survey department
at Nairobi.

The writer first acknowledges the receipt .of a-letter
and expresses his inability to write earlier owing to
his being involved in a §ivil suit for the last four months.
He says that he spent all he had on the case which has in
the long run been decided in his favour by the council
court. ie next refers to the distressed cpndition of the
people who have beernt throwh out of employment there owing ‘
to curtailment of staff by Government in all its departnontli‘
including Railways and workshops. Most of the people, 1
says, are reported to have embarkgd for Ipndia, but some are
) ‘au;l there who have nd money to pay for their passage home |
and to buy daily food. These peopm are said to be in'a
I St 3 SO
pitiable condition owing to the ill-treatment of the
authorities.
Since hostilities have brokenm out between England
Turkey, the Christians look towards Muhasmadans with “an
evil eye® and do not engage them. He is continuing as '
usual in the Survey Department, but in case he is dismissed |
and
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and not made a prisoner of war, he will proceed to the
“Capital of the Islam". He prefers going t0 Turkey te

returning to Ilndia which he calls "Kafirietan", though the

condition requiring 10 obtain.n passport has to be faced.
. wf’ & 7 -
From Reuter's daily report, it dppears that the

Turks have destroyed some Russian and French vessels. It
has also been reported that seventy merchant vessels and
some warships have been captured by the Turks independently
of the Germans. It is hoped that the promises in Korap
for the victory of the Islam will again be fulfilldd in the
case of the Turks. |
He refers to the report received by 'him some three

monthe ago about the despatch of the Indian soldiers to thy

frant, who he calls "goats® especially of the Imperial

“Servise Troops. He expressse regret that they should have
- sesapted their death gt the bands of Ealiry imetesd of the
frontier Pathans. 'Pit.y, \ that eeven rupni should have,
them underge all this misery and as a result lose their
worldly as well as religiows gain, according to the saying
“A dhobi's dog belongs neither to the home mor to the Ghat".
He does not expect that the Indian Government will

support the widows of the seventy thousand troops.
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He @eploree the treatment accorded to Zafar-Ali
Kban, the editor of the ®Zamindar®.

He reports that the Germans have sunk a ship in th

Victoria Nianza Lake and have thrown bombs in Uganda. He

N

says that those who are oppoeed to the Cermans here are

i

beneaded by them, and for his own safety he prays for the
-

’

British all night and day. :

«. The Africans have also sided with the Germans

.p‘tn’) ‘f‘ho. &-&thb % S
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He MN;’“ to the difficelvies in which the King-

o N

eror is at present involved, and observes that Christ
P
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@ do so.

§8 either averse to helping fiis folldwers or is wndble to
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He deplores the treatment accorded to Zafar Ali

Khan, the editor of the "Zamindar®.

He reports that the Germans have sunk @ ship in the
- Ly

Victoria Nianza Lake and have thrown bombs in Uganda. He !
says that those who'are opposed to the Cermars here are

beneaded by them, and for his own safety he prays for the

British all night and day.

The Africans have also sided with the Cermans A =,

|

againet the British. <
He refers to the difficulties in which the King- .

Buperor is at preeent involved, and observes that Christ

foooer

is eitheraverse to helping His followers or is unable to

do so0.
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Government of India
Home Department
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Delhi, the 28tk Jamidry, 1915, ' ‘A
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To ! Bir T, W. Holderness, K.C.B., K.C.8.1.,
Rﬁphjuty“ Undér Secretary 6f State grr India. B
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Sir, %

3

1 am directed to forward, for the info;ution of
, ¢
thé Secretary of Staté, a rough tranflation of s Lettar
ndéruud by one Uttam Singh from the Uganda Railway in
British East Africa to ong Hari Bingh, Public Worke

Department mistri, Kashmir State. The letter contained &

copy of the “Ghadr® newspaper:
2. I'am to suggest that, with the permission of the

Colonial Office, the matter should be brought to the notice

L

|
.]1
»1
!

of the amthorities in B'rif‘.'i.ﬁ Bast Africa.
I have, etc,
(84) H. Woeeler,

Becretary to the Govermment of Ildty



lllpgb translation of a lett’er sent by one Uttam
Singh from Africa, Uganda Railwdy (Bu-ban Chhap?) dated
the 6th November, 1914.

................................

My dear brother 8. Hari Singh,

Fateh to you - I am all right here and I wish your
welfare always from the Almighty. I received your letter
and noted its contents. It has infused 4 new life to my
dead mind.  Your letter gave me so much pleasure that all
the sbocks and sorrows were removed -from my mind.

My dear brother, undoubtedly you would have been extremely
sorTy Lo hedr the duq: of Kartar 8ingh, as the proverbd ;‘
w.: that he who suffers from the pain feels it. I cannot
express the state of sty mind at this time. The world is all
“ to me just as everything becomes dark by the solar
sclipee. It ie 4172506t Lo Cemove the shocks bf my mind. |

1

But there is no other remedy except Sorrow (patience). It

is true that man has to die one day, -but even «.’!;1 ;

come at some suitable time, The shock affecte thie dan's
mind in the same way, as the worm (weevil) does to a tree
and the *Rishis® too say the same thing. (The writer of

“m
]

the letter then repeats some.Punjabi verses of one




Waris-8hah poet in support of the above fact). Dear hrothor
you can jist think of the state of my mind.. Kartay Sln#
has left an everlasting shock Om my mind which would never s
be healed up. 1t is out of my power to express in worde the
sorroe and grief with wiich [ am otervhelmed, Hrother,

the fumily l;fs seéms pleasant but it is full of tr:uﬁto and
sorrow. {The writer here gives some story of Rama in the
support of his views to the above effect). When the idea
of Kartar Singh strikes my mind, it becomes hardened with
grief and 1 am at a loss what to do.

Dear Brother, the battle is going on in this_country
at ﬂp\l.xotten. From Mowusa to Qibo there is a J‘nglo
e‘;ionding over ooo,‘,uu and every kind of animal is found g
therein. It is so thik and dense tpat even in the hyt;h‘
there appears to be all duk' like a night. Anyhow the :
place has been inhabited by these peopls to the .x‘.""&t 2
or 3 miles along the Railway line and alse the plese galled
Vibtoria lh" iake. T‘B“ are thé German possessions and

5

the English carry on their trade therein to some extesmt. The
cotton is produced in abundance. The chief articles of

trade here are, the skin of the wild, animale such as %«q
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buffalo, seed ¥f aodl: (T4 _peppers, ivory, etc. These
LA ?

O people (The English?) have got three workshops, viz:-

at Mowasa, Niraubi and Qibo? The Viceroy of this country

imposed a tax of Re,15/- on each individual, but it was not

paid'at Niraubi, and it was paid twice by the people of .L-:-
Mowasa and Qibo?  ‘Wow these people (the emigrants) stopped | f—
all the work there. No work was done at Niraubi, Mowasa and :f

! Quibo for about a week. This information reached the
German (Emperor) so hé invaded the country and said to the
Viceroy "You are not a king] “if you are really a k‘ing come
and fight with me". The Emperor called the English as
effeminates as they are receiving the money from the 'ubjocu#i
by oppression which is not an act ef royalty. Then the

German(Bmperor) sent his son and his consort to Australia feor

el gar  Jppp spmen T

o

& visit. They wetq both killed by these people.  The

German Empéror said to them. I was making necessary

arrangements for you from the last 33 years, ‘and 1 was

‘IO QYOOI
A0 NOISIAINEY 1O 1AL

-

looking for an opportunity which I have got now. Either

you will remain (rule) here or 1. B8ix warships were sent

from this place and the news of 6th November amystimt thiey ¢’
. T *y

" gl were destroyed by the Germanas, and l’ﬁ‘"&ll‘d“” (Kasd

8 3
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V was looted and fire by the Germans. There is a very big

German fort at Moanza and all the ships pass below that fort.
When theee ships pass by, they are destroyed and sunk byithe
cannon fire (by the Germans). It is near from us.

But the second battle is raging fiercely at Makati Line near

» Y -
Nm&'&q_d Q)c-‘\rhif’d plage is Boti which ie near Mowasa.
e

The Germans defesting Italy, Australia, France, Belgium and
other petty dominjons, bave raached near England, Fourthly 3

the German is lying ready at Zahzibar and Darul-Ielam which

are the seaports here. They have spread sea mines (boﬂ.)'.
there - whenever any British cruiser comes from or goes to
Bombay and it comee in contact with the wire, which gets
fire suddénly and the bomb emplodes and reduces the ship to
pieces. Thie wire is not visible, it r-u, under water
5 feet deep from the surface and the ship goes 10 feet deep |
in the water. e 2

Again there is a large Indian army here. The

armies of the Naba, Patiala and Jammu States are all

eollut.od horo Bat the Rn)‘c who accompanied them huo {

KJ& v (_,.wW) honu\h“hh-

—~ Z7 Giewe, u.c "you | ,n t.an a;m you nruld ,&w‘u,

o, | Upon which |

front and fight in

{



was looted and fire by the Germane. There is a very big
Corman’ fart at Midsise and all the mp. pass below m}. for}
When theese nb.\po pass by, they are dntroyod uﬂ nmk by lt.h:
oangow fire (by the Germans). It is n‘u- from us.

But the segoud buu.lo is tnprg fiertely at Makati “;{*
\Mmba and the tmrd plage i Botl which is near Nowssd.
The Germans defesting Italy, Australia, France, Belgi\ll and
other petty dominions, have reached near Brgland. hnrqu
the German is lying ready at: Zamgiber and Parul-Islam dﬁ@i'
are the seaports b-fo. They have epread sea mines bﬂ:)\*
there - vh,never any British crpiser comee from or goes to .
Bombay u.nd it comes in conmt« -M«h the 'iro. dnieh ptl
fire suddemly and the bemb -plodn and reduces the v‘tp Q
‘oeu. m. ¥ire h not vuiblo it r-hn und'u W

-
5 feet deep from the surface and the -hlp goes 10 feet deep

-~

in the water.

e

Again there is a large Indian army here.  The

armios of Ue Naba, Patiala and Jamm Stabes are sll

collected here. Dot the Rajas who accompanied them have !

been kept under custody (Nasarbend). Because the whi

told them, tht’muctbsuhlyw\wuldgowm
A . e 2



*you should do so first and when you will be kiiled: } ot

then our turm.will come® and thus there arcse a disputa, ‘

now these Rajas say that they would help the Germans.

a4

Again many persons who were working here in the ™ ‘i

workshops have been expelled from thie country at their own

expense, and it has also been announced to us that if we

want to go to India, we cap do so0 at our own expenses, but
we have to pay Re.160/- to the Government. But we the
Indians replied that we should be sent back in the same way
in which we were brought here and we should also be given
some guarantee entitled to us.

The condition of the country is slich that sometimes
we héar that the enemy has come to such and such place today
"‘a.t another we hear that they will be at another place,

tomr;‘". Brother it is a question of life and death with

us. g{ﬂ}l see you if 1 would return safe otherwise there

Y,““ld kindly send s letter N'“*_‘th

" )

. . r ” ‘.‘ A Y A
“may Eive some satisfaction to them. 1 have written

again get my letter or not. 1 have received the dak after

-

a couple of wosthe, and inform Raten Singh fully about

2 . ' / v . gt d
-
i s px.
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; un@ and his whereabouts. A loﬁ.nr from Karan Singh '
was received along with yours but therein he wrote that he
was going out and he will inform his futbre whereabouts, but

e did mot do se. Dear brother 1 do pot want to write a
2 SN \ ¢ .

letter, my ambition is te reach my country but everyuau‘ i
o’
depends upén fate.
B.8. I send you a newspaper. = Read it yourself or  ”

tell your otiter friends.

Yours obediently,

(8d) Uttam Singh.
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