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Conference of the U.f‘.“.-°.ng concerning
garc'\cipnion in E.A.trade Requests observatipns.
ot, aware of any restrict ions‘as to ohiént‘ of

Rhodesian Chrome Ore t from ro.&riz ions on
igport into Germany and BoArg &0 not s8e that they
\:an take any action in the matter.
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M. 22 497.

Ryeeite Siyres,
BOARD TRADE, MARINE
LONDON

I mk,‘d irectéd by theBoard of Trade to iransmit here-

with fen the informetiod of the Secretary of Btate ond for
’

- Bn§ obpervations he 'may wisn to offery a copy of corres-
. .
pafdende 'with the Eest Africam Steam Conference of “the Urion
,L“h&al.:;, Cowpatly concerning the eperation of
*ThHorgseh" ‘M“"P gleumers:
!
are.n aware of any riciions on the ships

e apart e restrictions which
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. \
business for the Wltimete benéftt of the Geriman Lipe should. |

e pradigted Uy sowe desire to keep in toucik wita fifs

they in the future ke in'é position to come buck shto the 44
|

trade, altioueh the Toeresen Fine icate thet thejr
desire is shaply to extend their own thpginecs > ‘

1 have.therefore been instructed to put.the ‘fm_ﬁ l“‘"ora‘
the Board of Trade.

I enclepe for your , ‘@opy; of & letter wliich
ir. Thor Thoresefl has sed to his f.u_il)u Ot i e afid
wnich hue been pussed on ito the Union-GasWle Tine, mi:hv uv
tae' London representative hes had seweral inierviewsy © T il
to add that so long u¢ the Tagresen Lind confinee it8 opebu-
tions to the trdie tu or'ir Jeandinavisn Popte, the Britisn”

Limes of for mo.objection, apd it i3 o on &he questton of
this Line coudflE into the British Golonisl Trade witp. Lad
United Kingdom end Frapce toel tiley sebk an '!pr!(alm Trow
the Government here.

"

A I.haye the hodour (6" be

edient sgrvant

G, PHILAIP BQMN




(Copy)u. 22, 497. 162
] Christiania, -

29th May, 191D,

. " Mesers: Thor maa Jr. (0.Ka) Ltd. ’ ]
| s

Dear Sirs,
i Union-Castle & Couference Lines.
In reference to your letter of 20tn of May whien I
have carefully xq‘d you may m!om Mr. Abbott thei I baye
really no particulsr intentions in regerd to thettrade o,
or from Eaet Africa butl besides tryins t0 wajntain. the ,
gdrvice to the sabisfattion of the merchants, it ie of Cour e
wita the view of,makin- the traie rmmenﬁle for me. I
have not the slightest iatentisn to fruse. tbe Sernang A8 a0
example forme fo follow.  In regard to fature’ déveldpments
of wy business, I tuink that the Union-Castle and the other '
Confgrencé lines now kindly should revellect wirious. @dpl i(}&_&f
tione I, have made to tnem for, ﬂ.n::.icaulf: opnection witin theg
and I zguin beg to poinW out u*\-t\ I bave never upplied to
! (e Germane, but that they ‘weferred me to thew =t the dime
I Yave been tiying té cemipléte my boste in Medagascar. .
for France, ss 1 used to do fomperly, but unfortunately the
trade fros ttu l?ncn cal ony. don not seem!' to hevé been pe
before the war gommenced, luyxfov contempolated d.ﬂinﬁ*’r
é u rep(i to_shipmgnte were entirely \put in two ma\u &
I Rt i ahel o by ., |
vm the -ubmnuu piregt s of freight T Wive heeh -
ln‘ u ihe lcdbﬂiln countries ®ince &o war broke
aut, 1 414 not (niAFthat 1°should nave ipjured the trade
‘ Trom Best Afdies Toplfly of tie otner Linesy partioglarly
during the months passed, q,zen,l' nndong.qﬁ there has 'befn
& Gresteapirolty of tenised on | L
: ... 1 o

‘ DM“
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J
order that I should do no harm in regard to cutting tneir
quotations and altogetfner I camnotsee how the Conference
Lines ghould haye any objectioms to my existence in the

trade a¥ long as 1/do take alY the pghieiderations whion §

1 bave'dope so far.

In mmr‘t you may ‘tell Mr. Abbo¥d thatoyf expectitiem
to tolerate my existence in-the trade, and I shoull of
Gpur'se very_;lpcn like to hawe @ clean understanding mith _
then in resmard to com leti;’;:: n; boate if réquired for Freng
or British ports, about which they should have to express
themselves,  if there ure any special points they want me to
attend to besides the rates.

I de not expect tuat®she Union-Cagtle or their
colleaghes "wnder the present prevailing circumstances could
make an agreementifor apy fixed length of time, but that I
ghould ve comtent witu such 4n agregmect: to Lel in i‘crcc ae
long as circumstances are-like what they are now.

After the wal there may be so many poiats to-considep

one way or the other that I do nmot think it ‘_Jradt.iéul-‘{o
any stipulations oy suggentions Juve'. now.

1786 pot really know very miSn mlye to say to
Mr. Abbott and those who on his account requeet at
infermation, though I may add that I am now, ae 1 have Leen
bofv;re very desireus of comtimuing working thie Lusiness
{a'fpriiony with-the British Conference Lines, and enything.
ressonabl e they will ask me to cemply with, I will at my )
best ability do, but they must not forget thet ¥ cammot?
come beyond, what is & living for Wy stesmmers employed in
the trade, and if they force me to 4%, 1 must of course
find my own busines¥ as the 18wt alternstive to get a liv-
ing out of it. 1 tiink you may, With apod ressen, inform

e, taS 3 wn well sntiBfied ns to the ‘develophent of-
: , S

% “ 5
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this Line of mine, which I have giow vun Tor nearly threé
years. Sailings are becoming more regulax and f‘requant
which is essential on account of the shippers' require-
mente as o regularity, and if the. UnionsCastlé erd their

ow me gove more time; 1 should

ld work up a sufficient

surprised, {f1 ‘ec
satief; my fequiremente, whereby perhaps

¢ to avoid to come into

w freight carrying,
v - < ’

their colleagues would like me to

perheps will &leo Xpow that I am presently
vanfos ,oast.

I sent her ont
and from Madagescar, but for

et Mr. Thems' 'wishés by sendiy

I have no great ambitions

ting service but merel

steamer in question,

ow_and iy -the

bebly wil aware,

ueed to rup
Gerwan /- Bal

b

tic ports, but sl the

withdrew her end suspendied the

quité cleer ix

tion takem by me has bedn well approved of by

it connections

1 am sure she will narm ndbedy by ner present tfeding
Union-Caetle with me to use her in any'Wpecial way
or to consider amy interest ve in regardsto
the Coasting, I sh

know im/prder to
g0 into the malter. . o i
¥

» * - >
You might let me Knew youwr opiitieoi walietilr you
aigh your op p o Lot

mxw“ z
& a
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think Unfon-Cestlé are treating me quite fairly im regar
to their varidus edvices of the ruling retes from Best'
Africa homewurds,” You will-wpdersknd that I em in a ve:
usety position tomnrde the varione shippers per u/s-*Nor
fos"® and w/s “Granfos" haméwards. In order to camg.ly wii
what I thought would Ve'theiright thing, T stipuleted to
the Bast Africe Apency, titt &€ they were not quitersure,
of actual nomevard retes, they shonld insert  in the Bill
of Lading that the approved Conference rate. ruling ab tht
time, should be the ope to apply under tHe respective By
of Lading. 5 .

As both shippers énd 1 myself agtecd on tt&ia Bt@pglj
tion 1 thought it ghould not be 'so yery difficult, vubtil
regret to say, theV ft.bes remlly turmmed out very, very
awkward. :

"Likely, all cenctrned, als¢ the Uniomslame tle, Will
soon e more tuan tired of all the requeste -pib Tofwerd |
order to mucertain toe actual rabe sty the-time, bat/1. iy
have the right rates for my final séttlement with 8hippe:
referyed to. Jast tosdey I'have ' telegram frou Farh, ]
Consul~General Thams's opimndon on'the. rabes,sad '1f the
Union-Castle have told him during his stay in'London thé!
the rates during letter pawt February and March from
Por;.\;;mee Eaet Africe were ‘these which applied before
wir coitehesd with adding 33.1/3 surchdrge,sthen dt ix
quite & different inmformation than whati yan have.given m
that. Puion-Gastle kel tomumionted to you dn weiting, ¥
Consul Genenal Thems or amy other shigher I qﬂ'&?&'w
it wesns uonaid_eru!e to xﬁvt the lower rate, m“' m
Custle and the pihier'Conferenc®.Dines will cerNW?
understand that it is-of Some importasice for me ls’ze‘ll '



ube gxpenses

.
and difficulties I am'encountering, and the more 8o ®a I

have really baged my-stipulatigns in order te de

in regard to cutting
writing se

ve from Par
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Board of Trade,
(Marine Department)

22,497, Ma

. Scalined 7, Whitehall Gardens;
London, 5.W.
(Copy) u.17,674. 10th July, 1918
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28th cofeerning

n-B Afric xne 10, be

Africa to the

Stewn Bonterence,
enhall” Ba ings;
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3 &4, l:::lmmh gbrgct
Tobii Auguet, 1915.

London 8. o

Sir,

We beg to refer to the letter which the Secretary of th

"'Bast Mrican Stedm Conference addressed to your Depertment
W'Jme‘ last in‘relation to the Norwegisn steamere (Thoreé
Line) extending their opératioms in the trade lut Africa to
Europe. . ;

On different occasions we bave aleo, addressed the Diree
tor, Trade Division, Admiralty, on the subject of Rhedesiean
Ore shipments méde by these steamers for Norwey, .in '& of .

the pouibiuty of an #nemy destipation. P
. “As mentioned in the letter of 28th June, above ref’ernd

to, t.ho British Lines were of opinibp that the proposed exte

ed aoeratiox s of the Thoresem Line might be connected with

5 : some ‘desire of occuwyihg 2 place in the trade for the ultime

benefit of German Sﬁuip interests, which have been drives

-] out in conn’nmce of tM Var.

20 03 ,p m"?ﬂ‘ upder agreement witdi the Deutsol
Afrika-Linis, woich )hcludod the Thoresen Line from en-

m ll ﬁt lut A(ricw tru’h except &8s betweefl Bcandins

avian end Bast Afriean Ports north of Boin, but since the

Wer ow«l we. in- uut there have boe. consultations in

Hamburg mn-yp Thoiesen Line i the .0, 4. u..,‘.u
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The suppicions entertained in the reepect referred to

have been strongly emphasized by what hes. juet occurmed in

connectiog with negotiastions which for some Vime past ;e
have been engnged npen with the Rhodesis Chrome Mines, LM;,
in relation 't @ len years' contraci:for the conveygnce qf
Rhodesian Chrome Ore from Beira . to Nomwaye . The' tephs of tms
contract were prictieglly ogreed woon, but to our surprise we

¥

have just learned thal other arrangements have been mades

presumably with the Thoreseu Linme, wha we are awars wers meks f
ing efforte in the direction of seturing this contract. !
Looking to the impoffhce of this developmeit o Britéshi

intereste, we lpse no time . in bringing the matter to the

ooidce of the Board of Trade.. Should this contirsct be .made 0
with Norwegian ste rs, it pight, in thé first plage, affocd

@ very valuaole nucleus yon wuich hestile interests pight
build up regular services after the War to the prejudige of
British Steamship Lines! "We have 8o be®n given to unders

stand that Britiss fevernment and Bridish Armament Worke abe

loselys identtified vn{..f. the Norwegzian onronosition for shigh
this Ore s required; dnd it seeme very espentinl that the
carrying of the Ore suopld not'Be allowsdito e ¥nto she:

picious hands. We way mention here that'Only recestly the
Thoreven Line s.s. "Troldfes® Noadsd pome Chrbme Ope at
Beira for Trondhjew, for the shipuent u-f which Ore it wus.. 4
A vy
proposed 4o iise the'D. 0. A. Lihe tuge and lighters. ‘n.n(s#
intention hawever, man prevénted by the refusal of tue Iom
& Mashonsland Reilwayy to deliyer the Ore- %o the .D. 0 A Line
plant, with the result that it wes uwdhd by mi'ﬂtuh P

conters, 4th¢ Beira Boating Co. Tuis D. 0. A Lihe plént was

in use at Beira fTor their own and ceners) _mrbom: up to the .
t.u' ot the War, bqt singe then, the D. 0. A. Line stesmers
h:ving Sedsed ruaning, it hes hoon largel q*. of uge.

N “% ™ ‘ﬁ' .':




If the inimicel purposes which

in the prosoged a,rrun@uuqf. &x&gr
o ‘lum “nutiu ¢ Ore uader *'dn
X ,ﬁn iate u.cm. ot Worwarthn

23

:ontmct. mld

u&ernie mixed p; us ns

AN - l;npec Bhese xr.b *ultl&ta nﬁ:"mct i% s, dre to’
bch:.tsruM s noqxr i1 tlet, sdeps monli)b very

promptly taken, ag we believe taad, “dltash 1w the détruct Las
" 3 Iy
not yet been Siemed, it way e concloded at any time.” :

E

We Brust sccordingly that the Government way - gee. theisr

vay Lo take immedinte medsurst to enstre that the carrying of*;

secured. to British Shipa,‘ i :
that Licenses to export the Ore shall onlyl

rranted for exoort im British vessels, Jor by

this Ore from Rhodesia should b«

either by arranging

making dny. 1
1i¢ in their power, all -the non
the case that the Ope is htlag conyeyed x.é
tne direction oF furtherihs British wap mo“‘,

Ve are,

other stioalations which may
o if it should be
lorway iu
2
8ir,
Youy obedient servants,
THE UNJON CASTLE MATTL STRANGHIP. COMP 7Y, Lnn'nn
! (egd.) Williem Walker,

Secretary:
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¢ m M luqtowy of State for the Cou‘k ;
to: t‘he Bx\h.nh Resident &t Zanzibar.
‘ (Mt &.40 p.m. 3rd September, 1915)
|
:’ 24
’ September 5rd. Has ‘the 3.8."Kongsfos" been
| searched and if 80 with what result? See my Sypher
!
|

foes J:..r telegram of August 1l2th.
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