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and A
n Anti-Stavery s-u., and the AG-H- Protestion Sociey).
DENISON HOUSE, 363
VA&ALL BRIDGE ROAD,

LONDON. S.W.

11th June, 1914,

To the Rt. Houl\Lewis Harcourt, M.P.,

H.k.Brincipgl Secretary T the Colonies,
{ 4 P i

d COLOfIAL OFFIC
\‘ -
8ir,

In forwarding the enclosed letter on the subject
of native labour in East Africa, I beg to say that we propose

publishing the letter unless you inform us that you have any

objection to that course,
oAt
I have 7&3 bono;; to be, Sir,
/ )
Your/nolt obédinnt, hﬁmgglservunt,

\7M/V\‘/“‘°b TR L/(,(,L/\_

Secretary.




VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD,

¥ LONDON, S.W.

Sl

To the Rt. Hon. Lewis Harcourt, ¥.P,,
H.M.Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies,

CQLONIAL OFFICE, SW. y
L

The Committee of the Anti-éhvory and Aborigines

Protection Society has had under consideration the evidence
\.

and report of the Commission upon\!;tivo\knbour in the Pro-
tectorate of East Afrioca.

With most o the recommendations of the Cmiuiﬁ
the Society finde itself in hearty nmom'om., but in several
respects the Commiseion is lese pronounced than we should

2 ot
have desired,  In view of the fact that ultimate decision

— A s

upon several points of vital importance to “me

is left with His Majesty's Government, we beg to a

you for a declaration upon epecific issuee,




‘?«f :
ment wdild take oxooption, but it does feel strongly that the

permanent welfare of the Protectorate would be enhanced by a

d;claration from yourself in the near future.

The main contention of the plahtera in East Africa is
that there is an a;nple #upply of labour in the Protectorate
but that the nat.lvesv are 8o content with ‘n@ir 'iot in t.l;xc;
‘Reservee, that they will not emerge in aufficient..mn;mbe!‘s t.?;
laboug for the white man; and that, in view of this position
of affairse, it ioc the duty of His Majeety's Government to

_ take adequate steps to force therlabour out of the Reserves.
o .
~ The Society begs to challengé at the outset the contention that
it ie part of the duty of an administration to secure a

labour supply for industrial development. Any form of ad-

ministrative recruitment ie bqund sooner or later, ae was point- |l

ed out by the Commission, to lead to compulsion, and, In the~

"mmtow. forced labour for private profit

!ho Committee trusts that the-

= S - Y
‘Majesty's Government may also (A
acoebt



accept this view, which is, we beg to point out, that of
& A

Sir Edward Grey; and, moreover, is endorsed by that eminent
administratdér, the Earl of Cromer.
The best incentive to a flow of free labour is a good

name, and it is worthy of notice that in the evidence before
-

the Labour Commiseion several witnesses expressed the opinion

that with better treatment there need be little fear with re-

ference to the %abour supply. Mr. Ainsworth, the Provincial

Commiseion of the Nyanza Province, stated:-

"He had yet to learn that there was any

! actual shortage of labour in the Protectorate;

he considered, however, that there was a con-

L slderable amount of waste or unemployed labour.

Where natives had not been properly looked after,

or where the work or climate was uncongenial, it

was only to be expected that they would show a

~disinclination to return there, and at such places

labour supply." -

The Committee begs to call sttention to two further pasea

noe upon this point. The Labour M-

on,says .Iit*zp u_uiheru.y that




not be questioned:- . ‘

"In nine cases out of ten it is lack
of confidence both in the employer and in
the Government protection to ;hich he looks,,
that keeps the native from work. It haax
been said times without number that such-
and-such tribes have no idea of &ork - and
all YWwing to their ;hyneae. It was said of
the Teita, it wasemid of the Mweru Kikuyu,
and those tribes provide the bulk of the
labour on the swombasa water-supply to-day.
I am convinced tuat it, with the proper or-
gmnizatioﬁ of' labour and the kindred reme-
diee suggested below, the natives' confiidence
could be restored, there . would be no lack of
labour in this country. If' the native be-
lieved in fair treatment and in Govermment
protection, hie natural curiosity, hils in-
herently -ohildish greed, his epirit of ad-

venture,” ®ould once more awake, Once at

work in good conditions, he wonld not care

to leave tme.' .

Dr. Norman Leys exposes,with all the force of sound medical

Al

‘opinion, some of the palpablé causes which militate against that

conf'idence



rightly -}
confidence which Mr. Pearsqn/regards as being essential:~

"The law" says Dr. Leys "'in its actual practik,
_rarely punishes a European, even for bi-utal assaultse,
The last case of the kind in my experience occurred
in Fort Hall during August. A boy called Maniki «
was believed by his master to have stolen some of
his property and. was given at least fifty lashes.
Large patofxea of skin sloughed off. The boy was '

N

loaged #§ja1l and wae medically treated there for ,
three weeks, The charge againset him wae then with-
drawn and he was.released. Nor was his master pro-._
secuted for his brutalﬁ.y. The boy, did not che\.z'-gev:;‘mT
him and apparently, as the law ntands no one else
can. This, the usual ending t.o/puch a’ case, has -
the worst kind of oonaaqueme;./ One of them is .
to adversely affect the labour market."

‘' The Committee of the Society beg to suggest that a more

5 ' . .
extended system of investigationinto the condition of employment
. /

‘and ‘the prompt punishment of acts of cruelty and oppression by

- effect @nmm a flow of free labour to the n}u of

The aoéxwo—»-mhin\mﬁd




Wie observe that the members of the Commission found them-

selves unable to advise Hig Lajesty's Government as to whether

existing Bérves are, or are not, too large, and with regard

tc the undemarcated\hgéerves, the recommendation is that these

should be demarcated,but with a view to reserving sufficient

land for the present populatibn only. Ye cannot help feel-

ing that it the Commission had been able to take the evidence
-

of' the same proportion of native as of white residents, the

members would have been able to raach a more decisive con-

clusion.

The Comnittee is of ths‘opinion that not only should there

that

be a reserve of land for the existing population, but/any de-

marcation which may take Place should provide an adequate

margin for the increase of population. It is, however, by no

o= e —————— =

means cleatr that existing areas aré.large enough for the pre-

P

R

sent population,

: Thetkon. C. Dundas has emphasized this with regard to

e 1“.3‘. ';'_y§_ e g |

o

the Kyambu Reserve:-
5 A

-




. v o in - A W
year's census, %d §9.282 men, women and child
an average of flv‘e‘ ‘acrés per head. A good deal °

of the land was:full of bracken and would be of

considerably graa.ter value if the natives were 3
X 1nduced to plough it up. The population wase

) apparently increasing, but had not recovered

% more than one quarter of its former atan&;ﬂg

prior to 1t@ﬁecimation by smallpox, but. rhen

sufficient to maintain it, unless the ashlcultml

methods of the natives were improved." ) 2

‘Mr. C.R.lare, dealing with the general gueﬁ_ﬁ‘on of

serves, says:-

"Reserves were, in his opinion, very \;ealthy
¥ but £illing up rapidly with stock, and in a few
years would be too small. He would not advo-
cate enlarging t.'he\qservee; reducing them in »
8ize might assist the labour supply, but would

. J ruin the nﬁti‘v-es.“

——

Mr. Ruffell Barlow gives a third and convlncan
e Yy

mlntainin&, adequate\gserves -

"If the- ative }l\eervab‘were ;iut,down in, . =~

area or. pa natives :‘ov@sd
!or long periods ;




"in the Reserves, Ohristian‘l{aeiondrloe and

good Government would civilize them 'up.'"

The Hon. C.W.Hobley and Mr. Watts both point to the injus-
tice of cutting down the &seryea, the latter ra!_narking:-

\ "The reduction of the\geserves was a most un-
»rv‘

J ust suggestion., There should be ample room for

X expansion, for, say, two or three generations.t’
T He referred only to the Kikuyu Reserves, not
\ having eufficient knowledge of any others to

form an opinion upon them," r

Mr. G.Sﬁiemsted in his memorandum has pointed out that
once Lheﬁaerve areas are reduced 1t is well-nigh impossible

to place more land at the disposal of the native tribes:-

/ "The reduction oz‘\!et.ive\&eserires once
v

undertaken 1s irrecoverable."-

0o \
) § 8
In connection with the quefftion of \Qserves, there is sgme

evidence, not 20 emphatic as we should have wished to see, that

a feature of a.dministrative polioy is-that of enooura.ging the

= e

native to cultivate and export hig own produce. The planters
argue that this policy will prejudice East African ‘exports
owing to the fact that native grorn products are and will con-

tinue to be of a low grade quality. We submit that the ...

% P

genfiral progress of the Colony 1s the par -,““t' oonaideration
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A “for the Government, and that it is the duty of the merchant
) & - # .

and the administrator to encourage, by every means, the native

producer, partiocularly by giving him instructions as to methods
of preparing marketable produce. This policy, we beg to remind |

His lajesty's Government, has proved signally successful in
L o . A

West Africa. A8 an example we may moriuoh the cocoa industry
£
=

~of the Gold Coast. We believe His ’;ﬁjesty's Government is

/

aware that in 1908 the ooooa(export for the Gold Coast was ocom-

pose'd'of 5 per cent good, 15 per cent fair and 80 per cent

“and that T
common, “in 1912 the proportions had altered thus: 35 per cent

8ood, 650 per cent fair, and 15 per cent common. Y
The Committee begs to urge that no expropriation of

Reserves shall be allowed to take place without the fullest en-

quiry as to the desires of the existing inhabitants. That = '~

olear, a typicsl example being Mr. Boyes of Kyambu, who naively

-

& lmontn_ that:- iy
* *The whole population of |
. 3 4 -‘ X = o \;




"the , boo\v{ron where they Ioula -un"b ; ]
. “in their own country nnd to which thay would : 75 3 i

be pleased to go; while the land.wacated by
them should. be grantad to white aettlers in
holdings of from 200 tb 300 a.orea, whioh‘
would enable 1.000 white settlers to live

within a forty mile radius _oct‘ the -capital.”
We hold that the natives have at least an equal right
e e

with Europeans t6 live in fertile and healthy’ localities, 1
5 oY

asf;‘*-. O.F.wn.ki’ns ‘pointedly remarks:- : &

"The early European immigrant thus founmd

!‘\ that the most thickly populated areas, the low-

“ lying, fertile, but to hifm mmlth!_ llndl."!:
‘vapﬂﬁ I in native occupation. The_ high, :5;:1 _ootmt.ry,
‘ eminently desirable in Northern eyes, wae com-
parativély bare. He christened theaé European

The malarial lands he called native areas.
sreas.[ Then he went home and formed oumpanion. "

We trust it may be possible to receive an assurance that
natives occupying exiatihg‘klervoa will not be removed with=-

~———out the fullest enquiry upon the comparative healthiness,

fertility and size of the” areas

;'-9 move any o}‘ the tribves.




exhibiting a readiness to advance original

proposals for the
economic and moral proéren of the Protectorate.  But-ut
the same time, the Committee of the Society deplores the fact

that the evidence shows that in many parte of the Protectorate

there 1s a lack of sympathet.ic supervision of native health -

o %
and life; that compwIsory labour is of frequent occurrence,

and that incidents of crueity are yno mﬁnna rare, whilst the
atiitude of mind adcpte.d by aon;:a settlers t.ow‘arda native rights
pointes to the inportance of prov;.ding some madhinery for the pro-
t;ection of nmative health, liberty and rights.

We should appreciate being informed as to the steps taken
by His .kajesty'% Government to eecure an improvement in the

+ means -of travel on the railway lines. The Committee fails to

undornund why natives travelling to labour centres should be

- et R

SR _Lnammml__x_oonog o8, and begl f.n _suggest umt. Tt Jalelin g

be made a puni-!nblo offence to convey: labourers g.t any tm. S

ep
‘locked in covered goods m;m qnqh ahouu have h«n ti-‘ﬁ’{

- téme a practice constitutes a -oam!, the nnody for whioh

brookl no dc}“.



rM, and that arrangements should be made for the supply at

Biven digtances of food, water, fire shelter and medical

attendance. That this would be as much in the interest of
the settlers as in that of éood government is shown by the

following passage in-the ovidénce of Dr. Philp:-

’ "In his opinion the Nulrob':l-Fort Hall road
alone vsawannually responsible for more deaths

o< qﬂk« than would supply the present demand for labour

in this country. The sickness on that road was

chiefly malaria and dysentery."

The chief points upon which the Society would appreclate

'.aullarnnceu are ag follows:-

(

{ (a) That the\gservu will not be curtailed, or
{ any of the.people at present on Reserves re-

- R ﬁmm_*”;._ —

e (b) mwu- Ma jesty's Government will accept
ih% mquuon that forced labour-for private

profit is n,:mnt glavery that will not there-



B

Under what conditions will compulsory

labour for public worke be demanded?

(b) What stepe are being taken to improve
‘travelling facilities for the labourers?

(e) Whether His Majesty's Government proposes
" to appoint more officials whose sole duty will
be that of protecéi%' nitive labourers?

¥

7*\«»«:,%% -

Secretary

Organising Secretary.
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