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D NI50N H008E.

2r488 VAl^
AU BRIDGE ROAD,

1*1 Mre

Rec? LONDON S.W.# R6a“-I2.JUNI4

11th June, 1914.

to Et. HpRfTjLowlB Haroourt, M.P., 
^ry dr StatesfB.ll.Ei4nalpil Sea: ihe Ooloniea,

lAL OEFffOJ S.W.

Sir, "■

In forwarding the enoloeed letter on the oubjeot 

of natlee labour In Eaet Africa, I bog to eay that 

publtehlng the letter unleee you Infora ue that you have any 

objection to that oourae.

we propose

\
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fej”_________
: (The Anti-Slavery and Aborigines ProtecSOTpS^tyB6Q^-i2-^JN lA

DENISON HOUSE. 36T»

VAUXHAU MIDGE ROAD.
HTh. Mri Hi»r»

'i LONDON S.W.

4
11 Jurw, 1914.

H.k.Prinotpal Baoratary of State far ttia Ooleniea^ 
OOLMIIAL OKPIOE, S.f.

1 To the Et. Hon. Lewie Hareourt, H.P•*
‘ 'ixit

*'y'Blr,
■ •>

The Oomnlttee of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines

Protection Society has had under oonalderatlon the evldenoa
\

upon^atlve'^bour In the Pro-and report of the Cosnleslon

teotorate of East Africa.

With moatcf the reoosmendatlons of the CeoDlaslon

the Society finds Itself In hearty agreement, but In several

respeote the OoaDlealon le lose pronouneed than we should

have desired. In view of the fact that ultimata dsolslon

upon several points af vital Inportanos to thh ^oteotorata

le loft with His Hajssty’s oovsrnBent, we beg to appeal to

m̂ .pou far a daolaratlon upon speolria Issues, either to the
t

^lety direst, or othitr MUaw whloh say seem to

*■
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1.you deairable. The Cosmittee of the Society ““*'“365: •
that It IB asking for nothing to which His^jeety’e apVonn-

‘S' -f
-

Bent would take exception, but it does feel strongly t^t the
/•

permanent welfare of the Protectorate would be enhanced by a .*

declaration from yourself In the near future.

. The main contention of the planters In East Africa is

that there Is an ample supply of labour In the Protectorate

but that the natives are so content with ^elr lot In the

eeservos, that they will not emerge In sufficient numbers to

labour for the white man; and that, In view of this position

of affairs, it lo the duty of Hla Uajesty's Government to

take adequate steps to force the labour out of the Reserves.

_ The Society ^gs to challenge at the outset the contention that

It la part of the duty of an administration to secure a

labour supply for industrial development. Any form of ad-

ainlatratlve recruitment Is bound sooner or later, as was point­

ed out by the Oomsil,sslon, to lead to compulsion, arid, IH the-

oplnlon of the Society, fproed labour for private profit
S7,

ts slavery. the Cl ilttee trusts that the'T'-'

Colonial advlsere .of Jtis Majesty's Government may also
h'>

Boewpt•'* > ..
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accept this vlei^jT which la, we beg to point out.f. that of
■ w

Sir Edward Grey, and, moreover, la endoraed by that eminent

adminlatratbr, the Earl of Cromer.

The best incentive to a flow of free labour le a good

name, and It la worthy of notice that In the evidence before

the Labour CommlsBlon several wltneseea expreaeod the opinion

that with better treatment there need be little fear with re­

ference to the labour supply. Mr. Ainsworth, the Provincial

Oommlsalon of the Nyanza Province, stated

"He had yet to learn that there was any 
actual ahortage of labour In the Protectorate; 
he considered, however, that there was a con­

siderable amount of waate or unemployed labour. 
Where natives had not been properly looked after.

I
}A

or where Cfae work or ollD&te was unconsanial It
• yS waa only to be empected that they would show a

disinclination to return there, and at such places 
~TVi-n mTfht TiinmnnT ii I rr i rnTrj|~TnrT<rtTa~nTir-T>ir 
labour supply,"

The CcmBittea begs to oall attention'to two further ^ssa

only from the mass of svliUnaa upon this point. The Labour I»-

speotor at kQnbaea,Mr.J.U.Paarson,aapa,wl auWhorlty that
n

•

^ ■
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not be queetioned:-

"In nine oases out of ten It la lack 
Of confidence both in the employer and In 
the Government protection to which he looks^ t 
that keeps the native from work, 
been said timee without number that such- 
and-such tribes have no idea of iork 
all (Siring to their shyness, 
the Teita, it wb.s said of the i^woru Kikuyu, 
and those tribes provide the bulk of the 
labour on the kombasa water-suj^ly to-day.
I am convinced that if, with the proper or­

ganization of labour and the kindred reme­

dies suggested below, the natives' 'confidence 
could be restored, there.would be no lack of 
labour in this country,
llevei' in fair treatment and in Government 
protection, his natural curiosity, his IjIt 
herently-childish greed, his spirit of ad-

/
t

It baa

- and
It was said of

J

IV the native be-

i

tfflnt.nr d nnne mor'A "ft rke Oncq at
work in good conditionfi, he woi|ild not care 
to leave ti^ea." -5

Or. Horsan Leya expoBea^with all the force of sound medieel
.

opihion, eoae -Uie palpabl4 daueeo which nilltate against that

oonfidenoe
V--. .
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oaaCldenoo which Hr. Pcareqn/regarde ae being eBsential:-

' "The law" says 0r. Leys "In its actual praoti|e, 
_rarely punlehes a European, even for brutal aBaaulta.
The last caee of the kind in 
In Port Hall during August.

my experience occurred 
A boy called Idanlkl t 

waa believed by his master to have stolen Bome of
hlB property and wae given at least fifty lashes. 
Large patches of skin sloughed off. 
lodged l^Jall and was medically treated there for

The boy was ‘%

three weeks.
drawn and he waa. released, 
aecuted for his brutality, 
hlB and apparently, as the law stands, no one else 

. This, the usual ending to^oh a- caee, has 
the worst kind of oonsequeno^s<^ 
to adversely affect the labour market."

The charge against him was then wlth- 
BOr wae hie master pro-

The boy, did not charge

can

One of them Is

The Oommlttee of the Society be^ to suggest that a more

^extended systen of Investlgatlonlsto the condition of employment 
^ . '

and Uie prOT^it punishment of acts of cruelty and oppression by 

'"TSard^oyea iS nor d^y sunn have Uw

effaot of>.apodl.sratlng a flow- of free labour to tbe farms of

the Just and humane employers. The Oommlttee has learned

with mush satisfaction that Bl« Majeety’s ttovernmwit has deeI«M
■y

ta Increase the a<filnlstrative staff In the protectorate by
... ,.4

»d place.Ukia Inpraftee
:xy

.11 W.ik A :*■

.1'“•Lie*a
...
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6
We observe that the members of the CommlBslon found thdm«

aeXves unable to advlee His liajesty's Government ae to whether 

or are not, too large, and with regard 

iserves, the recommendation la that these

existing eerves are.

to the undemaroated

should be demarcated,but with
Vb, ,

land for the present populat^n only.

Ing that If the Commission had

a view to reserving sufficient

Wo cannot help feel-

been able to take the evidence

Of the Bame proportion of native as of white reaidenta, the

members would have been able to r^ach a more decisive con­

clusion.

The Committee Is of the opinion that not only should there
, ^ that

existing population, but/any de­

may take Place .sljould provide an adequate 

marg^ f^br the taoreaee of population, 

means olsal- tjiat existing afeas are. large enough for the pre-

be a raeerve of land for the

maroatlon which

It Is, however, by no

• ‘"W

sent population. I* .
7he«^on. C. DMofiM hNis

• --r-• •>=
tha Kyambu Reserves-

***“ !»» «!* Kyambu HsseWe' was womo SGO

'•ii
Si

' - ■ -i ■
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se-ir„.yearU oehaus, sM^ed 39.280 
an average of five acres pef head, 
of ttie land waB -f-uil of bracken and

.~f - ■men, women
A good deal '

would be of
considerably greater value if the natives 
Induced to plough/it up.

>were

The population was 
apparently increasing, but had not recovered

V

JO
•y

eolmatlon by smallpox, but when "'

more than one quarter of Its former standing 
prior to It
It wee once more normal the\eBerve
flUfi Icsiflnt. +.n

vould li&t be

unless th© agricultur£^i 
methods of the natives were Improved."-^

V

•lir. C.E.Lane, dealing with the general question
\

serves, says:-

"Eeserves were, in his opinion, very wealthy 
but filling up rapidly with stock, and in a few

He would not advo- 
serves; reducing them in » 

size might assist the labour supply, but would 
ruin the natives."

¥
years would be too small, 
oate enlarging the^q .*

•S

hr; Ruff ell Barlow gives a third and convincing fOaBuu l'U(

jJ*!Hntalning adequate^il^i

"If the^'N^tive 'ksferveflvwere put 
•rea .or jjbe'twtlves forqed t^ leav* their homes 

T for long perlodB''th*y would become attached bo.

^_ the settlements, the influence of which was to

ir

serves

down in.

21

eivllize them 'down,' whereas, given a fair chance
in

%i mm iIIIm I-.-.



mmam m
^MMm m 'm

m
"'wii-;#

8. - -'^
c

3Vi
i''R^erveB, Ohrlatlan■in the 'Hlsaionarlee and' -

good Govenment would oiwlllze them I t Nup.

The Hoh. O.W.Hohley and Mr. Watts both point to the injus-

>\eBerjfeB, the latter remarking :-tloe of cutting down the

■The reduction of the^eeerveB was a moat un- 
BUggestlon.

\
There should be ample room for 

expansion, for, say, two or three generations.*^ 
He referred only to the Kikuyu HeBerves, not 
having sufficient knowledge of any others to 
form an opinion upon them."

A

■ r
H

Mr. C.S?kemsted in his memorandum has pointed out tliat 
once theNi^serve areas are reduced it is well-nigh Impossi'Ble 
to place more land at the disposal of the native tribes:-

"The reduction of'^tlve^<I eaerves once
undertaken is Irrecoverable."

In oonnection with the ibn of leerves, there la e§me

evidence, not ao emphatic as we should have wished to see, that

ja-fmatura at adalntstratlvs pollo^'Is-that of enoouraglng the

aa:tive to cultivate and export his own .produos. The planters -

argue that this polloy will prejudice Bast African exports

owing to the fact that native grown products are and will oon-

Ws eubmlt that the .

gcntral progreae ^ j:l^e. polony ta the parfnouot aonalderatlon

tlxuM to be Of a low grade quality.
n

■ : J
‘ for

S'k'S'
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y -tor the GOTomment, and that It 1b the duty of the merchant 

and the administrator to enoourage^by every means, the aativs 

producer, partloularly by giving him Instructions as to methods 

of preparing marketable produce.

:S '

This polloy, «e beg to remind

His Majesty's Government, has proved signally successful In

West Africa. As an example wo may mention the ooooa Industry 

We believe His Majesty's Government Is 

aware that In 1908 the ooooaexport for the Gold Ooast was oo*^

of the Gold Ooast.

posed of 5 per cent good, 15 per oent fair and 80 per cent
and that

In 1918 the proportions had altered thus: 56 per oent 

* good, 60 per oent fair, and 16 per oent

The Oommlttee begs to urge that no expropriation of

common,

common.

Beserves shall be allowed to take place without the fullest en­

quiry as to the desire's of thm existing Inhabitants. That ■

anrtain wBTts settlers are-bent won-this-polloy-le^itbandrotly

clear, a typical example being Mr. Boyes of Kyambu, who naively

suggests that I-

■N*
ilway Should be shifted

' ‘The whole population of the srve near

rhe^

>, lalrebl adjacent to the

J ■

ft?'"'
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*tb*^'l^ii)Joo^i(or»et 9bMn they would still be 
In their own oovintry and to which they would 
be pleased to go; while the lend posted by ■ 
them should bo granted to white settlors in 
holdings of from 200 t6 300 acres, whioh| 
would enable 1.000 white settlers to llwe r'‘ 
within a forty mile radius of the capital.*

have at least an equal ric^t

s '373
.-4

y::- -r ^
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We hold that the natives
i

with Europeans to live in fertile and healthy leoalitiee, but.

O.F.Watkins pointedly remarks:-as V.

"The early European iBUDlgrant thus found 
that the most thickly populated areas, the low-

<•*
■^"“1

lying, fertile, but to him unhealthy lands, were 
The high, oold country.: in native ocoupation. 

eminently ^eeirable in Horthom eyes, was oom-
paratively bare. He ohrietoned these European 
The malarial lands he called native areas, 
areas^ Then ho went homo and formed oomi»nioB,"

ei

We trust it may bo possible to rooeive an assuranoe that

natives oooupylng existing H^eervee will not bb removed wlth-

^iit thn fullest enquiry upon the oomparatlve healthinssa.

fertility and size of the^aread to wUiuh it may be prnpnsetl

fi - j .^to move any of, ..the trlbee. y '

The Society desires to place on reeord its hlg|\^apprs-
1'. _».j' _ ' , ' "'"I

diabloir of the altitude and conduct oC t^majorlty 

^d^fa^MaJesttf's^ ttfficiBlB, Boveral'of whom appear to hold firmly

of His

Aa t';:-

1^^ «■>
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exhibiting a readineea to advance original proposals for the
\

eoonomlo and awal progreea of the Proteotorate. But St 

the saoe tine, the Conetttee of tht Eoolety deplores the fact 

that the evidence shows that In ■any parts of the Protectorate

there Is a lack of syapathetlo supervision of native health •

«
and life; that ooli^jirsory labour Is of frequent ooourronoe,

and that Incidents of cruelty are Ip-no swans rare, whilst the

attitude of Bind adopted by sone settlers towards native rl^ts

points to the Inportance of providing some machinery for the pro-
,4

teotlon of native health, liberty and righto.

We should appreciate being Informed as to the steps taken

by His Itajesty'fr government to secure an Improvement In the • -*

■eans of travel on ^e railway lines. The Committee falls to

understand why natives travslllhg to labour oentrea should be

ooaohes,'and begm to suggest ifiiat It dHOmil 'J. j.

- be made a punishable offemee to oonvsy-labourers at any time 

looked In powered goods vans;that such should have been
•, . . , _ A.

bte* a praotlos oonstltutss a soandal, the reqsdy for whioh

brooks no delay.

furtlWP" effort Sh’toi .i|
\

^e Somalttse begs to urge that some

• ■■}

V.
t

•'v

All
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be made to watoh^er the welfare of labourere trawelling by

roadf and that arrangements should be nAde for the supply at

|(lwen ^l^tahces of. food, water, fire shelter and medical 
• V 0*

That this would be as much In the Interest ofattendance.

the settlers as in that of good gpvemment is shown by the

following passage in-the evidence of Dr. Phllp:- V
•in hla opinion the Nairobl-Fort Hall road

alone wae^^annually reaponalble for more deatha 
than would supply the present demand for labour 

The eloknesB on that rocui wasin this country, 
chiefly malaria and dysentery."

The chief points upon which the Society would appreciate

'assurances are as follows !-

That the ^serves will not be curtailed, or 
any of the . people at present on 11^1 

-me^fed-without thSr~ap^mgir~"~'~

(a)
eerwee re-

7^ That Hie Majesty's Oovernment will aooept 
the propoeitlon that forced labour for prlwate 
profit is a form of slavery that will not there­

fore tip tolerated.

(b)

«e beg to aek if any inforaation w|»n the following eubjeote
i ■

. . VVJ.

•v'" f t

MlHUii
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can be mippUed to tbo Oomlttee:-: '
-■^v

(a) Under what ooadlticsia will coapulaorp 
labour for public works be deoandedt

(b) Ibat Bteps are being taken to Iwprore 
trarelllng facilities for the labourersT 4.

Co) Whether His liajesty's Government proposes

to appoint more officials whose sole duty will 
-be that of protootl^k- nsctlve labourersT

>

We have to be. Sir,

lour obedientj/Kumb\e servants.
- ts

\7^
4

Secretary

/
i/i_—

;
-.3S- Organlslng Secretary.

•Siv-- ^
-"I
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