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Mr. Campbell to Earl Curzon—(Received Qctober 21.)
No. 100. T ¥ ; X 5%
E\iv Lord,) L5 ~ Adis Ababa, September %
- WITH reference ta.my telegram No. 132 of the 11th ingtant, T have theg
to report that Major Darley and Major Athill have returned to-Adi§ Alabe
iravelled from Maji via Mongalla, Khartoum, ant Jibuti, - - P
T enclose herein copy of a summarised report which these tvo
‘pared. A fuller report will be forwarded, in due course, with
dence exchanged with the Abyssinian Commisgsigners and othi
~“this cannot be ready for -ome days, and my intention‘in daling
‘enable your Lordship to form an opinion on. the-d_el%:nds be méde
enguiry which will be held here on the”return of the” Abyssinian
. Mission, © ' NI
¥ A perusal of the summary leaves-no doubt that the Abyssing
% s, “devastated, British territery with the full knowledge and evidently s
; /M of Titaurari Desta, Governor of Maji: they do not offet afiy.ekcnse irl-
A their erimes, but claim that the territory belongs to them and hof*ta us; A
- to them the Nile forms the frontier in the west and Wei-Wei (60 miles South of
tudoif) in the south, and they even go so far as to regard us as the aggressors. B
The position is impossible, and must be rectified, and T venture to-propose that
the following demands should be put forward officially at the enquiry :— e
1. Immediate dismissal of Fitaurari Desta . oo STl
2 Definite delimitation of the frontier by Anglo-Abyssinian Comrmission and™*
erection of beacons wherever necessary. 6, @ b, . e

3. Recognition of appointment of British frontier agent and of his right to pass -
freely within the limits of his district. , A .

i g These demands are simple and moderate. ~ Your Lordship mray think fit to

2 ¢ require the payment of an indemnity, but experience shows that the Abyssinian .
Government are unlikely to fulfil any engagement they may make in this r t.
nnles HissMajesty's Government are prepared to compel payment by foree, and it is
for this reasoti that [ have not included it. The indemnity demanded for the murder
of Captain Aylmer has not yet been paid. s .

Unoflicially it might prove advisable to press for the reappointment of Dejaz

Dampti as Governor of Maji. He held that post some years ago, and was a far more
capable administrator than Fitaurari Desta or his father, jaz Biru. - He was

hiead of the Abyssinian Commission, and Major Darlev found higy/friendly, disposed:
towards us and much upset by the havoc wrought in the country’ginep his iié}gartu_m :

The matter needs careful handling, as, if the Abyssinian Government gais the impr
sion that we want him there, they will, following their usual custoh, bahish ini %
some far-off province;but I believg with him as Governor of Maji and Major Dat
15 frontier agent a way eould be found of restoring and maintaining peace and_aftler.
But what impresses me more, in reading this summary, than the open violation
of the frontier and the'fact that the Abyssinians tven carry on ‘a certain/fdministra:
on in our territory, is the utterly inhumane devastation ‘wrought by them in what ;-
‘ver territory is undertheir control lg"at 3

vile, or the Atlantic, it is all the same. i

‘Abyssinia ‘remains independ&nt
Tiot where there is no one to cheth
ion towards natives
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the time of our
Vil fore lmld:;d 2 list of their na 'm-f;*" Y joeal authofitiss, With the
request that they should-be arrested and sent to' A 'is: Ababa st e raiders are
iged to mtum to Ma faxlnre to arrest them wild lu.a- sure sign of lack of good-
m}} on the part of the A yssmlx.n authorities. We ale ha’;deu in a list of ’\iayssmmu
offieers whom we comsidered should be brought to Adi Al qha for e.xummatwn

7 1

/i3 Fitaurari Desta, Governor of Mu]x, 'lallm.“ Lhmugh his re%@ :

& W(Ms of Br;fmh nutlcmamv wnmw LhE desert i

Balanibaras Damena,. bha.t allthie.country west of Lake Rudolf as far as t
(60 miles south of Lake Rudolf in: thé Fast African Protectoraté), and westwiid as
fa hie Nile, was his territory. “He actually .carries on’ g mrta.m
I ‘in}-_ “pist, corner of this area. In ouf opintos) s & o'

‘afds anducts of aggression against British troops. At L atigoih
isited by us, and was easily recognisable owing to t o still- unbuned

‘of the Abyssinians, the latter wers-commanded by Fitaurari Mashesha, sent by
dlrm‘t ordexs of Fxtaumn Desf,a Other Abyssunau oﬂioers commanding rndmg
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