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LOAN EXPENDITURE :
STRVEY AND CONSTRICTION OF ROADS

A

Submits explanations an to cost of roads in
Prot: and s*ates roads which will under sresent
conditions most quickly reimburse Govi ¥or expdr~ on
cons truction.Remarks on alternative sugssstion
for the construction of light railways.
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lBanfns Asféigg&e;; i

sizr,

I have ihe nonour to acknowledge the
receipt of your Confidential aespatch of the
13th of October last on the subject of the sum
which will be available for the survey and

i
constructian of romds out of the new Impeyial

L6an tc the Bast Africa Pyststtorates.
2. The figure of £832 a mile, refer\l"id
to in parmgraph 3 of yocur despatch, is not merely
an estimate, but ie the aotual cest of puilding
reade of ths same construotion es, but narrower
than, dertein thoroughiares which have alreudy
been completed in Nairobi. These ronde consist
of a heavy hand-packed stone layer on prupnréd
and consclidated foundatiene, which ie then
steam-rolled, and pyovided with s wearing
surface of tough blask trap. The Director of
Public Works is comvinced that nothing inferior
to this class of work can be relied upon to
provide a line of communicatien which ean be
utilized 1n &1¢ voathﬁre.
3. It i8 perhaps th. case that’ %Hi-
figure is higher than that’ quotbdyby otheq ¥ ox

bty S Protecterates =




%(!9 u@h 1 .

of roﬁ"?ﬁ?Mo‘fd}h!or all roquirugn
It 1s unlikoly that any thorougnfuq\igjhnu
tvo Protectorates is called upon co bear l\nh .‘/‘
heav’y traffic as, for instance, the Kisumu-Mumias
roed in this country, and I desire to poin*t out
that the gradual improvement of this road ha.l
veen accompanied by large increases in thn
Uganda Railway traffic returns. It is in this
manner that I trust it will be found pEssible to

carry on and extend t.{m work 1n lucun:l.vo years,

as the comstruction or roadl to dcnnw populutod
areas may be relied upan to produce a lusc
inorease in ravenue.

TR < tires Rl xmé-“ot
under pfcunt condit&ppﬁ%gﬂ;tyq
the Government for. the d:ipditufr
their construction are:=- ‘

(a) The mm«»:-nmt Junction ﬂ;/ul. -miu

the European fsa round Machakos and the Ukamba.
Reserve nmu.

s

Lb) The !ort ml road.




would bo cu-xmuu“% lw:u u:p
of rogd«!. hn ute@!ﬂ M%ﬁ

purshaned 3 ﬂy cheap and pabeurabLe
msrket cost ﬂ 111 a mile delivered on lite.

" The 11‘!“ coat Glm a n(l‘o ‘without rolling ltook.
I‘."\thq introduotinn of mller gauge 11nu‘ ﬁor*

is pofmuc that o line wﬂ\h 2ft.6in. gauge

_uﬂ@’.l ot mb- to.the ygi-i‘lpoun be built .cz-ou
;#.Qﬂﬂﬂt gwunti‘y To \121350 per mile, 4inel nding

,,J—f

'tbo provis:kon of rolling stock adequate Ifor

construggicg purposu. With a smpller gauge lins
and in ‘upier country the cost ioul@. be very m\loii
less. '
. P
8. -The advantage of expenditure upon light
railweyw iz that, if wisely looated, they become -
imedii%gly w6l direutly :wroguotitg works. The
a,&vg.ntages of a,dhu'lna to e policy o! road
censtruction are, firatly. that they provldo
travelling facilities for which thora 10 an

1"

gnustonw even "Mn railws mu 1!‘

‘.l \

4
same direction. For omld, the oon-truntion nf \iA

VA
jth- Thike Railway has not alted in any i

notioublo oe}ntion\af tﬁ;rue oni; nor of . de-

e} ioatis i
t-qmu donlomt. Al soon as ma-sgm\
permit tlu‘ conctiutu} of hard mm surfaces.
slong gur 1(:» of. cbmminication, I look te the




/"ot ‘the ?rot-utozptc.

.. 7%  The q/lu.on of mainiomco must -
moreo‘d not/Li’: lost sight p\f Roads o?‘%doq\qvt 'f
strength require, when the tnffio ie huvy, an
ml}n-ndﬂturo of at least £40 a mile in
order "to k/op them open for jg rie At all.
Roads of the type suggested would probably only
require maintenance charges of some £15 par mile.

I have the honour te be,

Bir,

Your humble, obcdicnt servant,




thus humtng thn -preM tt stook d‘tmun

Wnng 1ndunjr1u
-y

.and aui-ting one o

of the Protoctontc.' p =

7. The quuﬁion of min_tcmmcc must - tes. )
n{'oz;eovqr not bé lost sight of. Roads ot inadoqmto
ltrongth require, when the tmtﬂ.c is buvy, ;
annual uxponditui"a ‘of at least £40 a mile in

'brdor to keep them open for traffic at all.

noa&u of the type suggested would probably only ("~
3

require maintenance charges of some £15 per mide
A I have }'.ha honour to be,
Bir,
Your humble, ohdi
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Lord Islington, X
Mr. Harcourt,
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