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RFPATRTATION OF INDIAN ARTIZANE
ENGASKD FOR TF P,W.D.

' Tre copy of correppondence with the Agents in
India.Mat 'sr"has also boen discusmed with representati
of the Pgents and it ip ‘mged that, thers will be no

further cause for complaint
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Sir,

With reference to0 paragraph 3 of your deapa.toh‘
No.84 of the 3rd of February on the subject of the
repatriation to India of artizans engaged for the i
Public Works Department I have the honour to enclose |
herewith copies of the correspondence which has

taken place between this Goverrment and the Agents
in India.

2. The matter has also been discussed with
a representative of the Agents who has recently -
passed through Nairobi and it is hoped that we
shall have no further cause for complaint,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your humble, cbedient servant,

1 PWIS HABUOURY, F.C., % =.
) SERIIC O beT, g
S L oweve fmm




Public Works D-partmnnt.

4T, -

ey Head otfioe,

Nalrgby. =
In reply pleass quots Ha.441/s
and date Julv 21st, 1914.

The Homourabls Acting Chisf Secratary,

Nairobi.

Indsntursd Artigans, P.w.D.
Rsf. $.9036 of July 15th 1914.

All the men wars testad on arrival and the work of
thoas to be repatriated was inspsctad by mysalf in order that
there should bs no injustics doms to anv of the man.

2. Ths men who havs lately arrivsd, ars, taken as a
whols, sxtrsmsly bad vorkmen and it will ba 6heqpqr ‘e raturn

those mentiomed in mv letter to the Treasursr, at once, as the

loss in ons year would othearwiss bs far in excass of ths cost

of their passages from and to India.

5. A# ths men wers acsaptan P¥ our Agenta in India we

ars wnabls to repudiate the ccntracts but the Agents will b

askead for an sxplamsation of thelr action in writine on men

who ars admittsdlv not tradesman.

4. As regards the Oarpenters, Blacksmiths ana Fitters

thelir work was tho subjéct of raports by tha Workshop

Forsman and the anutive Enginesr prior to my inspsction. In

the cass og Masons resliancs was not plaoed mersly on raports

received from the QUarry but stons was carted to the Public

X

Works Yard ang 8 doubtful CaEes wors tested undsr the conti~

nacus ¢uap%%tibn of the Executivs lnginoox/ri and’mﬁa ﬁhnu&v
\Y D:Lrao).o:: “also 1ngpec’téd ths work dur, /m; ;
m@gﬁlethn.




~Andentured Artizans. 4“)
-
Task Sat Heasune of 4
ingsmpet pngy .

op faca ands squaral. usslaess.
X | Pasr Monamed " Ll "
|

i

Imam Din

Noor Hosain

!
P X [ Saddar Din

v . Ty Retained by
P-P.W's ordaer,

" » Daslesa,

¥ {@mm artizans 866 ) :

|
| .
| HAJ1 Monwemed Ing vomnan day's job ¢
| . ining chair to sansralliy 1wwoxpla~
| ! attern supplisd. fs in 2 to 4 dayy -
J ! | seless.
| ]
3 ‘J Rood Singh i ’ i S .
|
b9 | Pnaman Singh '! " i " n
|
ko [ Sadhoo Singn " ' " | "
{
| Ishar Singh L L orth onil 4y /- p.m.
| | B
3 ’ Msgh Singh | " l " ! " 40/_
)
E [ Indsr Singh ’ v i " I " 40/~
i |
b | Labh Singh ; " r-mcallad.Makin,:; 1 '
‘ ommon dining chair =
! o pa*tsr‘s qunmlmv,( : ‘
Narain Singh l ] | [Woren only 40/~
v | Jstha Singh I " ’ " W " "4 /-
3 | Assa Singy " [ Tla~lass.
P !
L { Mangal Singh [ L L] "
| {
| Dawa Singn ] " | " Worth only 40/-p.m
|
|
;X f Gulam Mahomsd | Mason ough chignl draess
| i 1in.fmnt Bn 3 Hours jobh
| i oursad soft atons uncomplat e in
i [ Tom qUArry bad hours.
|
1
1
i1
if
i
'




Mirag Dhin
Pazal Din
Gulam Mohamed

Illam Din

Basant Singh
Guardit Singn
Purar Singh

Pram Sing!

Basunt Singh

Manzal Ssingh |
Varian Singh
Magha Singh
Santy Singh
Batan Singh

Ujajar Sinpgh

Sewa Singj,

ingh
: I/ ma Singh
% Ghule Singh

Makhan §ingh
akhan §4@

Black-—
snith.

Carpant ar|

f

| '!z.'m.e!lled by
Workshey Fecamm , °

rorﬂ* only %0/-p.m,

" " " 30’/- |

‘ . v a5/ ‘

» Us=lmpm, |
ledlng. 2 piscas . »

:g:a%%b ,u;‘i;'r: L

Making cormon
dintmg chair to
patter~ suppliad.

)

Worth only 40 /-
Ussless,
Worth only 40/-

Us=lasgs,

n WortM onlv 40,‘/-

" Uss ess.

R "

" L]

L] P

- L

, "

» "

v “ ek

W L]

) . |
{

P ¥ oty 40/ pam. i
3

Woerth gni-

Us~less.
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“British Protsctoratss in Africa

Administersd by ths Golonial Offica

Nioel Road, Ballard Plar .

A5th Saptambar 1914.
Indian Artizans
= Your Excsllency, i
W~ have thes homour to ackmowledgs thas raceipt of Your
Emcollsncy's despatch No.G—S 9038 of 28th ultimo relative to the
rapatriation of osrtain Indian Artizans sngagsad for the Public
Works Dnpartmesnt in May last and in rsplyv to raport tha*t ths
Artizans 1n qusstion wsare sslsctad by and sngagnsd through Mr,Jas
NDavigon of Lahors undar spscific insiructions from the Hon%rabls
tha Treasursr, a copy of whoss tslegram of 9t Apr'l laat is -
harewith apvsnded for\Ydur Excellsncy's information.- :
A copy of our letter No.907 of 13th April 1914 to Mr.Davison is
also snclossd from which 1t will be saan that t)1s nmcessitv for
33lscting really good workmen with a thorough knowlsdgs of thair
trade was clearly impresssd upon him and it :s gresatlv reagrettaed
that they have turnsd out to bes so unsatisfactory, tharsby
causing much unnecsssary sxpsnse and inconvenisncs to Govarmment.
2. A copy of Your Excsllencv's dsspatch undsr acknowlsdg —
ment 13 bnaing transmitted to Mr.Davison with ths request to furni&
a full sxplanation in the matter and a further‘oommuniontinn will
be gddressed to Your Exesllsnoy on hearing from him.-
‘ We have atc., -
Sd/— Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.

Agents.
8 Excellency The Governor,

-

British East Africa Protectopate,

™ N_A I R OB I




Copy of telegrsm from tha Honouragbls ths Treasursr,

British East Africa Protsctorats, Nairobi,

dated the 9th April 19 4.

Y,

Plesas® obtaln soon as possinls through Davison Lahors
L

¢
Indentwred Artizans Publ. c Works Dapartment

sams

terms as last A0 carpshters 80 mAsona 15 blacksmiths

10 fittsrs 10 paintars - Ag. Treasurar.-




= -~ e - = i
) b}
ast Afrioa . " v o s I K
997 : . R , -
N E < Wompay, 1% toril 4912 "
Indentured Artigans ?
Dear Sir,

Ws beg to conflirm our tslagram of dats resading as
follows:-—

"Bast Africa Protsctorates raquirsas as sarly as

"pogsible for Public Works Dapartment aightw

"Carpentsars sixty masons fiftesn blacksmiths

"ten fitters ten painters stop wages fift-

"Rup~es monthly sams *‘erms as last pleases s~—

"lact accordingly agresment forms follow"
and to inform vou that 80 carpsifi=ra, 60 masons, .5 Liacksmithe
10 fit'srs and 10 paintears ars raquired for the Public Works
Dspartmsnt of the British East Afirica Protsctorats for s onericd
of thres vsars' servics undar tha usual agresmsnt for ipdant-
ursd Artizans on a salary of Rs.50/- sach prn#nfmam.—

2. The artizans should bs really good workmm having a ’

‘éhorough knowladgs of thsir trade and hs of good charactsr
- and physiqu~.- Theay should be madicallv sxamined as to their
fitness for ssrvion in Afrioa as usunl.~ Other conditions of
nmervice will be the sams as wars mads aDPplicabls to men
sngaged on pravious ocossions.-

5. As the artizans are raquirsd as sar!v as posslibla wa
shall be glad if you will =ndsavour to s=lact the man without
delay and despatch tham to Bombay as soon 88 thay ;aro snlisted.
Agreement fecrme are b=ing dsspatchsd to you by separats
railway parcal.~ M™a sailing deies to Mrmbzsa ars 30th inntant,

14th and 2ath Yoo 1814 2and 11 & %675 Ju -3 1914.-

1LY,

yours o<

PR

\jrdlt aur HEUKSNZIN % N,

L y N
e uMeRY- \,\‘ L

Jes.. 042 tsom, Vet




% ;78 wior R‘E‘a& “Bo1Tara P1ix.

- w
Bombey, 6th Novambsr 1914' -

Indian Artigans.

Your Excellancy,

In continuction of our desspatch No.487 dated tha
25th Ssptember last w= have the honour to transmit harawith %
a latter in nriginal No.238/?/194 dated the 21st ultimo, ’
togather with its accompaniments from Mr.Jas. DNavison of !
Lahors, su'mitting a full sxplanation in respect of cartain |
returnsd Artizane ongagsad through him for employment in the |
Public Works D-partmant of ths British East Africe Protactor-
ate.-

2. MT.Dav-ron's Offica Register rafarr~d to in pare %
of his leg;or is being forwsrded to Your Excellancv by
saparate post for inspacton and wa shall bes glad if it can
Eindlv be returned when dome with for trensmission to Mr.

Davison.-

We have atc.,
Encls. Sd/— Mackinnon Mackenzis & Co.,

Agents.

{ls Excellemcy the Governor;
British East Africa Protsciorate.
o
Nairobi. 4o




Pebrusey, 24th. 1915,

Gentlomon,

1 am direeted by His Exeellemsy the
Govermor Lo ackmowledge the iouipt of your
lettor FHe.487 of the 26th of Seplember respeot-
ing the repatriation to India of oortain Imdian
artisens engaged for the Publie Werks Department
io this Froteetosate.

2. A® rogards paragresph 5 of MNr Davison's
lettor dated the 21st of tetober, this Govern-
ment i9 gyuito preperad te admis’ihe importange
of the personal eywation in doalings with
poople of the class im qpntlon. in the pr;-
went ipetanee, however, all the men rescived
identieal troatment, their werk was in every
case inspeeted by the hirestor of Publie Works
himself, ami there is me vpesen teo suppose
that the men who were rejected wore deing un-
satisfaotory work im opdor &6 be ®ént bagk te
Indin,

MESSRS. MAGKINNON, MACKENZIE & Ov.,
NIGOL RONB,
BOMBAY, HWDEA.
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8. WAth regeard o pavagreph 7 of M Davier's
lotter _ “ i)
(a) Poor Bahomod was engwind is Hey 1067 end
was sont besk to India in August 1908 e ie-
sompotont, wearly twe yeers before the espira-
tion of his sgreement. MHe Peseived we eertifi~
cato of good serviee on leavimg.
(b) Reddar Din, Patteh Nahemod, and Ameor
were somt baek to India with gesgs totalling
185. At Vhe time the Diveotor of Fublie Works
intimated that 47 ef tduso men night be ro-
engaged if they prosented themsolves for another
tour of sorvies withis siz @s=the of landing,
but the tiwee men ir guestion were mot included
in this list. I do pet kmow whother these twe
1ists, of 538 and 47 men rewspectively, weve
semauisieated by you to N Davisen. Im the case
of Saddar Din end Patteh Mahowed, no sertificstes
of good serviee wore igiven, while Ameer is
sotually desoribed as -uugfum.
(0) Vesir bin was sent baek to India before
the tesmination of his ssresment won & medisal
osrtitionte \0nt Ge wey sulforing from ebrenis P
bronobisdy o ssthea. . .
& wiih vogard to pavugraph ¥ agm
lettor Vosre d8 no intostlen of MMLW offiomn ;
of Whe PrRiLo Verks Tapitezs 5 Intti w
ﬂlw $ o rooraiitug.
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& = “Ist. Getober 1914.

The Agents in India
for the British Protectorates in Africa

4 .

ARTIZANS.
Doar Sirs,

In continuation of my office lettor No.256/194

@

~ dated 6th. inst., and in reply to your letter No.
<’ East Africa dated <3rd. September 1914 with copies of
lettars from the Treasury and' Uhiof Secretary ‘to Govt.
hairobi atiached, I beg to submit herewith the following.
(1) I am extremely surprised, disheartened, and rogrot
"ﬁeuring that 41 artjizans out of 166 I had selocted and
despatohed in May and June 1914 for the Public Vorks
Uept., British East Africa Protoctorate, had beon roturned
to India as useless.
(8) As you know, L.postponed my departure from
India from £4th.? to lsthJuly to enable me to personally
attend to the trying and engagiﬁg of the 175 artizans
required. ~
(5 I aﬁ\{orwaraihg to you by Book=Post my offioce
ho%fg;ei<ifor inspoction and return, and if considered
nece’!{sary it T3y % semt on to the Diroctor P.W.Dept.,
_ > British East Afris§ vrotectorate) giving full partieulars
=57 . of tho nuuber of”mk voled in thoir work, From whiah it
7 will be ssan that I triod 274 antizéam, out of which 84 7
failodin sHEDTork and 2% Tiled the Dévtor; Leaving 4. XUl "/
166 who werRdnspatched in lay and Juna_isig, e ©
{ 2 . ; i

balapee of
2 < 25 . = At ‘;\ S /
~ o - PN




This shows I rejeofed K WSO pep —ceng’ d?")th&mn ind ‘Ha. ¢
their work. The following table will be a ready referénce
to the Register,
fﬁgagod 59 lasons
Page dn Register Failed in
work tost vailed Dootop

Engaged 80
Carpenters
25

Engaged 10
P;gnters
o

kpgaged 7
Blacksmiths
Page 24 cesssnes

Total 166 Artizans. Failed in work test =84~ Failed

Dootor -24- Total number tried in work =274 oI,

0 G
(4) Against.




‘ LY/
'z. Agalnst nua proor bow can it be zald that I neglected '/u\

my duty end riskod my reputation in deliberatoly solecting

and despatoling utterly useless and incompetent mon, 441
5. As meuticned in previous Gorrespondenco, ploase sne my
lotters Nos.Africa and ITL ‘dated Z-4-07,

14-16-07 and 27-3-09 respoctively, the question of whether
men sent are,; or are not good workmen, will always be a
disputable point for ti¢ reasens given in my above quoted
lotters, and will always depend on who has the handling of

men  and how he does it. Kindly refer to these letters, as they
clearly explein points not or dinarily taken into aceount.

6. I can honestly and conscientiously say that oevery
possible care was taken by me in trying the men. The faot

of my trying and rejocting 84, and trying a total of 274 artizams

to scoure 166, goos some little way to prove it.

7. Some of the wéi returned have worked in the P.VW.Dept.

B.E.Africa Protoctorate before, fulfilling their three yoars

agreemonts, and hold good ocertificates from Qfficers of tlul f\/"

PV 3
Dej artmont Can these men now be usoloss and incompetent? T [V
e e,
gl e belew their names and dates of their former agreements,
iason Peer Mahomed s/o Fakeor

lahomod agrecmont d/ May 1507
Saddar Din s/o Ibrahin " LI "

" Fatteh Mahomed s/o Fakip Mahomeod L L

L Ameor 8/o0 Kamala “ Y Dees,1910
Carpenter Wazir Din s/0 Imam Din
8.

January 1906
It is stated in one of the applisations whioh I attach
in origzinal with translutions of smme that it is the wish of

T — RO NP
some’ of the offiefals _in Africe to e sont by the Do_partmnt to

India to reoruit their own men and now thoro!oro rojoet a8 wany
D e P
as they possibly oan. I woum bo only too pleuod to ho of

AR e b A5

) evary
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Jas. Davison Ksy.

S
“Wahoreo.

Sir,
I Leg respoctful y to uLring to your kind notice
that whon I roached Naliobi anu roportod {or work I was

taat I navo

orderod te give trial of my work I replind

already given trial to Mr.Davison at Lahore on tnis I was

ordered if I weuld not give trial -I will be sent back to

uahore taen I gave of my work, tacy gave we suvae furuiture

to make waiei I fiuished and preparod ia & uays very
nicaly properly spoaking it was full 8 days work waiech ]

finished in . siays tien both Mr.Bush and williaps said that

KO_giay Ly

I roplicd submissivoly that [ have woried |

I am a map like ¢00ly and not it for work,

your resideusg

before in 12-06 in Public Vorks Department and fulfilled

my 3 years agrcoment and returued t.o India aftor satisfying
- Y

my District Officer (Nr. Bland) ror which I Lold corvificate

o granted Lo ) mo 1\0 950 d/— 13 11 1908 Sir acoording to my

years pay for which I applied

o

agroement I should be paid A
to but no to effoot. -
In conslusion I beg to roguest you to rindly arrange
for my R years pay according to my agroement ar allow we
to seck Judgment, from GouN..
/ /)‘r ] o

1 begl,;:o"l ¢
(sd) Wazir Din

545




Translation of Vornaoular‘ ‘dﬁpliucion of Stone

Mason Ameor 8/0 Kamala.

Jas Uavison an. )

Laho‘re.
Respected dir,

I respectfully bog that you very kindly
offored me a post of stonc mason and sent to Africa in
May 1914 on arrival there 1 worked for three months and
aftor that I was made unfit for the work, Sir.I have
vbocn twice before t.hroug_h‘ you to Africa and after
chmmlcting full period of 8 years every time returned
“"téllcdia without any complaint Respected Str, it will
not be out of place to mention hereo that Babu Ganda mall
end VWorkshop Manager both are mixed with ocach vthor and
I understand they t’:;o trying to como to recruit the men
themsolves in l?;unjs,p this is the only reason for whioh
thoy have made me unfit for the serviee while I have

been there twice before and worked under thesc officers

as por agroemonts dnt.od 16-10-06 and 10-12—10 rospectively

s i e

. and given satis!’uction and obtaingél ocrti!matos trom

-

J—— -
ofticers a,pd espe ally rrom tho (.wernor of Euat. Afrioa
§11 theso cort] certificatos were proscntod to Babu ua.nda mal
who tore this and destroyed into pisces. Sir, I ongagod

aploa(fer there to fight my case and get me on work

(a.ftor p#ing) a test in masonry work, I was orderod to

iqoe and roturned to India I had
" \Wplioations but to effeet and nork §




In conclusién I respoctfully beg to reyuest you to
kindly. arrange for my throe yesra pay according to my
agroeoniont made botweew myself szd thc Agont in Imdia for

_ tho British Protoctorates in Afries on bohalf of His )
tajesty's Government on the 1lth.day of XNay 1914 or I ney
be permitted to go for judgment to the Court.

_ I beg, &o.,
(sd) #mir s/o Kamala

Stone Lason

Lahore,
20-10-1914.
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from Mr. Jas Davison Lehors to that Aglmt Gemorsl in India f‘{ =

T

the British Protectoratss, in ArSich, ﬂmbay.

.

Indentursd Artizans

sir,
I beg to own recsipt of your lsttsr No. i’lg%rmg
dated 28th ultimo. "

The Doctor has been asked for his axplanation rogarding
artizam Kuda Bux §/o [Aurrum Bux. On recsipt of his raply it
will be forwarded on to you for disposal.

As regards the thrass Blackemiths nm ad I do not understand
how thess men can Pos33ibly bs prrmourpoad as knowing nothing

Whatsever of thsir trads. Each one ,f{fnrilvidually (not in tha

presencs of mach other) was trisd /py mse Darsonally at tha Forge.

Each one had to maks up an Iron Handls to a fimished sampls as

On thair being able to turn out one t}lnlshqﬁ
they wers acceptsd out of a mumbsr of othm/élo/
I ¢smmot with my 25 years axpcrianm agfg@

Enginssr, with a 1arga variod workshop >




4459

trads.

If they were expsctsd to makse up an a;&iale from a

™ugh skstch, or from varbal instructions, from a man who

could not make Hlmualf understood in thatr languags, T can

understand their not being abls to do it, as all said and
done thsy are only workmsn, and usad to taking imstructions

from and working undsr ths guidance and supsrvision of nati-

ve Mistries. ]
<

It also seems strangs that all*ths thras men sent in
the ons batch 8hould bs chrdemned. .

It 18 not possible to get mem all of ths same calibre

for instanan, take n largs workshop in Indla smploying 100

to 200 Blacksmiths; how MANY ars thers among thesa who can

do any and 8VATY -Joh put befora them, still they are ali

Blacksmiths and work is earriad on satisfactérily under

Proper supsrvision and distribution of work according 4o

?ach man's capabilities.

I havs sent for theass mon, and should they caome to me

I intsnd having them tried in *he presencs of two responsi-
ble Govt.

Enginesrs and will suomit theip report in dus

. \

Yours se.,

courss, i1f 1t can Dbosaibly be dons.

8d /- Jas. Davigon.
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Copy of a lettar Africa No.351 dated e7th March 17

18 NT. Jas Davison Lahors, {5 the Agent Gemaral in Indio

for ths British Protsctorstas in Afries, Bombay.

sir,

In continuation of my lstter No.Afries 350 dated
24th instant, I heg to forward herawith enwxlosaa'camanter

Sawan Simgh's (S/o Ram Singh) statement, with copims of hig

Gsrtificatas, and a latter from Mr.Ram Singn, Prineipal,

Yayo School of Art, Lahore who is wall Xnown both in
England and India for his wark in earpantrey.

For my part all I can say is that Sawan Singn worrid
in my . workshop on *rial for thres days, and did all the
work sllotted to him to my sntirs @atigfaction, onr ha would
nmot havs besn sngagsd.

Am afraid thers wiit always ba a diffarancs o - opinion

as t» workman's abilities 98P221ally 1f thay havae to work

under thoss not actually smgaging then, and would suggsst if

I may, that a test procadurs of some kind be iald down ror
guidancs by ths authorities in Afriea, mo that men would he
engaged only after pass g satisfactorily the tast, speciringd

The above ramaris apoly also to varpsmiers Kartar S&néh
S/c Dva Simgh, &nd Suwar. Singh sfo =sar 3imm, Ths former is

I balisve very 111 just 0w, but Wi, 19 7 a2 yat nis state-

mont later on. Th> latte» 1t seemg .. aKen NAXVie om thy

Uganda Railway,

gl s g




