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27 m qﬁjﬂtﬂm ﬁ:lnion in particular, has been singled out
for: -pootcl oritietam. The Furopean leaders of these Miss fons, —
and in particular, the Leader of'the Clmroh of Sootiafd Mission,
are said to havé launohsd an attack on mtivé’. customs in Bept-
ember,1929, bythe sudfien introdustion of legislation prohibiting ]
"feimle oiroumcision" within their Churohes, ‘This s’ilagon
sudden attack 18 said to have been the root of th¢ orisib,

Wo are of opmon that the pnoeung chapters will show ..,
that the orisis lmn,ﬂn From a sudden m.;ok on "female oire :
ov..oiuun" by the mropsan leadera b2 cortain Afrioan Gh\u'obl. .'-.f
but from an attack on these Clmrohes by a politioau,r—mma ‘
body of :ronnger lhuyn

We‘y,raoo@:iae howanr, that t!ﬁ.q,pqm.lu- view remrltng
the cause of the orisis gains support from sta.tomsnta nade 1n
certain publio documente, notably,the (Kem) Native iffaim
Department ang Bluoation Department n.pom for 1929,am en. :

'jout "grrica Yiewn by %dlian Budley, In view of $hia, we feel:
tbﬁ ﬂxa pnooung oblptera roquiz-o mlemenung by a .tuthsr
-htomnt in oxder to e:phin the ulerepcmy bemon the
mpmmt mhmod in thds llomonm and that given or nggnm
1n:kbu ubm-m daounenbu. In this saotion, theremn :

w wiorein ilnae are in. error,
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who' huwtmq- diemissal from the counegle of
oopmi-ns. . uwm,turgznu,mt instead of being im-

. pnma by Goysmment*s mtm:tx. the £y lﬂnl .uusu-

tion hailed {¢s Wtien sg e a‘omm to its viul'_
Buu.hrla, the omn alopted by the Direstor of lhnttun
as’ MM tn ﬂid‘llu‘l n.,ntum«gc doudbt um o be
helpfel o the. mf ons 15 bringing about & resanéilation be-
$ween them and the. Mdn. hel the meverse effect. By the
interviews which he M“ ‘them £¥om ﬁno to time, they were
enocureged to believe iﬂt, by appealing direotly to the Cemtral
Goverument, they would, when oirownstames permitted,be granted
thir dcnui (8ee pages 55 & 56), In this wy, ¢ i acoepted
primiplG of 'm.ot rule® shrough tha I.ou:l. -y. cmm
and Chiefs uu unau; nuhm and the Kikuyu:Centmal Mlooh-
“tion gained in ynlﬁ.so.

-
It.18 to bo rcmd that here again the Natives umm
signs of voal:non in the .ﬁﬂ\uo of Goverment, and that 1t 1s

" due to this tiat tlny hm bean so pm&umt in ﬁel! boyuott

of the mohools nantu, dﬂqpito thamuum'- m.rhun; that

no tudunz should be gifen in tbn Tegarding 'hauo of roun~

ohun'; “ﬂ.lo iht & Gemand u m bung i t
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Gmong natives that "ii advosating the total prohibdition" of
M oiroumiuon: he was aoting as the emissary of Goyermens.
I% therefore considered that he should dissooiate himself from
.Gowrnment. In expressing this view,Government gave offioial
support to a misrepresentation otﬁnr.hﬂ':u-'- powition,namely,
tat he wae advooating the immedicte "total prohibition® of P
female offoumoision. We trust, however, that we have mede it
. olear in the faregoing pages, that Drirtmyr and his féllow
missionaries were asking only for adwquate protection for those
who 414 not wish to undergo the rite. Prohibition of the ous-
tom among native Christians had been in fon& for meny years
in certain African Charohes,but, although they were anxious %o
see its entire disappearame,it was no part of the programme of
Druirthir and his associates to damnnd 11z"total prohibition® .
among the non-chrutia.n population. ’

To anyone famildar with the workings of the native mind, .
there oan be 1ittle doudbt that the effect of the Government's
attitude was to oroate an impression mng the mzﬂl that 1%
not only favoured the retention of female oiroumcision,but also
disapproved of the past efforts of the Missions to bring abdout
its d.tnppcma,oven among the chrhthns.

It hes besn stated by natives timt the Ll.hwu Central
Allooiquon, the My ﬂcruibh for nzmmmtm D!p‘ﬂmr'
»ulttum ﬂl the Lirst mm were (n:lot o mko npihl. out
of nie qﬁ:guiiourm




In the proooung ohptorl of this l(ononunn we have
ooncerned ourselves chiefly with giving an acourate presentation
of the faots relating to the oritioal situation of 1929-30. We
oonsider, hawever, that two important aspeots of the situation
yet remain to be dealt with, Briefly stated these are:-

A. e attitude of Government during the orisis,aml
its aotione subsequent to the orisis,and the way
in which we bol:lm these have l~n interpreted
by the native peoplos.

Bs  The growth of oriticism of the Missions' action as
being hasty and ill-obmfdered.

A Although prior to 1929,1its attitude towards the
Missions in their attempts to influenoce native opinion on the
subject of "female oiroumcision” had not been unsympathetioc,
Government had made clear its view that the omus of limiting opr
abolishing the pmotice rested entirely with the native peoples
oancerned. This polioy had been olearly emunoiated,and con-
8istently adhered to throughout,and, during the orisip,Government
has been ohiefly conoerned with the attempt to safeguard 1ts own
position of strict neutrality, ‘

We. consider,however, that the >oounea adopted resul ted
in misunderstanding on ﬂii pu.-t ‘of the mtives.

The ponuion is h-t mututea by Goverment 's nttitu@
to Drntur,m nnh{u sonting “Mh‘t interents. on EXeoum

) Gouno 11 11 lm-ber,mn.
Bad been oreatea
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among both Buropeans and ifricans in regard to expeocted smfliot
between the nbos. On the one hand the rumour onrrmt'me
natives that. Dingans Dg was the day fixsa for the "driving of i

\  the Buropeans from the cantry” was not uninown to ihe Buropeans,
and the aots of violeme perpetrated ér attempteq by natives on
Europeans appeared to give tﬁa umour some ﬁasis in faot. On

| the other hand, the signs of awakened 80tivity on the part of the
Buropean Defence Foroe were not unnoticed by the Natives. 1he

(1) Miss Hulas s of the Africa ¥nlapa Migsion,K1jabe,was
brutally murdered on 3ra Jamary, 1930, Up until the
) present, the murderers haye not been deteoted. Fumerous
attempts were also made to force an entry into certain

| missionaries’houses at nisht,purtioula.‘rly in the case of

\') ladies,and police mteotion had to be provided,




6L
u},w_” v * The »eecond assault osourred in June in the 10&&14.-7 in
S which the original foroible mutilation (Klambu €1rometsion case
Boe pages 35,36 & 37) haa taken place. 4 g1 fram the Gospel
Khli’mr, Booiefﬂhmtjnned Nyamburs Mbal, aged 13 Jears, was

861264 by her brothers while at hér work 1n her sister's garden

and bou'ried. toa nearby river, where arrangements had Previously
been made £ hexr formible oiroumoision, She was thereupon
severely mutilated,

"Aeplonblo", and as oreating, "an enbamains ‘sltuation for the
Administration, espeotalny gn Kiamby Distriots® mis stagement
Mequately sums up the Positions  Rumoyps were in ofroulation

waen {4 s

-
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In 1930, during that period in which the influence of the
anti-Mission faotion had begun to wane,

two uncircumcised girls
were foroidly mutilated. The perpetrators were in each oase

apprehended amd oconvioted, - in the first oase,under the Indian
Penal Code, and in the second, under the New Ordinance whioch
superceded the Indian Penal Code in May 19%0. The cases are
herein dealt with separately.

‘ The first assamlt took Place in the South Nyeri Disbrict
in February,1930. an uno iroumoised girl of the Tumutum Rission
Boarding School named Wakenya wa NaIrangll, aged 14 years been
8lven leave of abseme to go to her home ,and at the instigation
of her father,she was foroibly subjected to.a severe fom of
cireumoision a few days after her arrival, 4n enquiry was made
by the loocal Administrat’ n, am, as a result,the Mather am the
ciroumciser, were prosecuted by the Crown, The case was heard
on March 12th and both accused were found guilty of inflicting
"simple hurt" under Seotion 87 of the Indian Penal cq&. _ The

father was sent to prison for tu}o weeks and the ¢iroumoiser was
2 ;
fined 70/-.

IV The Ipiilen Tenal Code was superceded by & new ORIITanss on
the 26th May,1930. Under it,all brutal foms of cirown-
oision ‘sush as tihe so-called Joz® om ration amount to &
felony, whether Derformed with.or without donsent,and are ptinish-
able by impr sonment not Aing 7 ‘years. = To thim el
8 spicial supplementary. provis tom in e b9 the Gefinitiin
’ ) o 1z iy oh operations -
3 o & Kowe
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His néxt sotion was .ts prepare ,a-n(gaunt which he submitted
to the Direotor of Rduoation on the 13th Dec.,1930. This
statement inoluded inter alia the "statistics™ and the follow-
ing allegations.

1. The Qutachools of the dhuroh of Sootlanl Mission were

raotioally olosed.
2. orxgiml cost of these schools had been met by the

- D!. hdl male it a condition tmt no child,who
hal not "signed"” would be allowed to réad.
4, A4 heavy cess was levied by the Mission for educatfon.
A% this interview,Johnstone Kenyatta agreed to discuss the posi-
tion with Dr.Arthur and that, if he reaffirmed his assurance
that there would be no teaoh.~ about "female oirpumiuion" in
the Bohobls of the Church of Sootland Mission,he,Kenyatta,would
use his influence to get the children to return. He interviewed
Dr.Arthu® on the 22nd Dec,but did not refer to hie meeting with
the Direotor of Edusation. Inatead, he suggested thet in the
Mission outschools there should be two teschers,one who had
"sigmd" and another who had not.  Such a compromise was felt
to be \mwcrmle “and the suggestion was not accepted.
From this time forward the whole position steadily
improved, HNumbers in the Clmroh of Sootland Mission schools

: 2 . v
have inoreased each term, This 15.1&0. true in the case of the
othr l&lnm affected, whioch,sinee Saphmber 1929 have exper-
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about that the Mission am the 4dministration were in league
to confisoate Kikuyn lamd;that even 1f both idministiation and
Missions were against the people, there was a higher authority,
the Director of Education,to whom they oould appeal,and that
should the numbers in the schools fall below 20 the sohools
would then be olosed,and they the natives, would only have to
hold out long enough, to get control of the schools.

In this oonneotion,it is probable that the real reason
far the recrudesence of the opposition was the immanent return
of Johnstone Kenyatta, Seoretary of the Kikuyu Central 4ssooiation,
who at that time was in Euc).a%with the object of petitioning
the Seoretary of State for $he Colonios on the subject of Kikuyu
egrievames, It was bolieved that when he returned ,hw would be
in possession of suffictent influence and power to induce the
muthorities to meet the desires-of his 48sociation,

The net result of this opposition was a further set baok
in the outsohools., Johnstone Kenyatta returned from Englamdl in
September, and,shortly after hisorrival,set about the task of
having matters put right. He was interviewed by the Kirk Sess-
ion of the 4LfPican Church at Kikuyu,of whioh Church,at one time,
he had been a “ember. He expressed his regret at the impasse
which had ariden, and his intention of co-operating with the
Mission in bringing about an improvement of the situation. He
then vieited the outechools and seoured ®"statistioa™ regarding
upils attending, monies paid oto. He ;;hen uppliod to the
tstrict c;misu.oner, Kiambu for offioial support in an attempt
Yo bring peace betwesn the Neloontemts and the Mismsion. This
refuseéd,on iho gx'om tlut there was a regogni sed autbnrlty
the d.;atrlot,moly,tb Chiéfs,and that anﬁp”e lld:%ng geo- ‘
ssary hhou:l.d. be achieved tlu-ongh them.

. X%y

b
e
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Misasion was oconsulted and the real pogﬂion explained. The result
was that the writer of the letter was given an interview by the
Director of Eduoation and the Chief Inspector of Schools, who made
1t clear that no help might be expected from the Eduocation Depart-
ment in this matter. This refusal brought about the abandonnont
of the oclaim.

In the meantime,with the opposition concentrating its atten
tion on the legal aspeots of their cause,the numbers in the out-

_ 8chools were slowly bdbut steadily inoreasing. It was thought that

the position might be further improved if the people were told by
the Distriot Commissioner in "baragas" tiat (éf1n two months from
that date August 8th,the Administration would recommend to the
Director of Eduoation timt Government gre ts should be withdrawn
from suoh outschools as had not twenty pupils, and (b) in the event
of this being done and if,a8 a result of lack of funds, the Mission
6losed the Bohools, the Govermment had no intemtion of opening other
8chools in the neighbourhood.

The effeot of this "baraza" was themverse of what was ex-
peoted. it Ruthimitl outsohool the hostile landowner had all the
8chool gardens destroyed on the following day. Rumours were spread

c ¥ 8 NTS.

8 agitator mmintained:- ™we heve to shown the-sxpenditure
we paid when the building this school of ours, The expendi-
ture we spent 1s

8hs,10,586,75,

This was our expenditure we paid far the building of the schooll
B. Mission's abatract of soqunts showed as follows:-

&ooal people .
"Loyal" &qoppou&" Total.
-3oMiesion, T

s8ion,.
Expenditure on Bldgs, 843/63 8764/a7 6508/10
hors, Evangelists .
Minds¥érs wages, & over , o \ e

I,
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oonserned formed a committee at the time of the transfe¥for the
oollecting and apportioning of monies forthe improvement of the

plot. This comitsee was responsible to the iAfrican Chureh. 4
treasurer was &ppointed,and,in 4ugust 1930 he held a oredit of 300/-
available for improvement or repairs, Aoooraingly,during e pas-
toral visit by Dr urthur on Adugust 17th 1930 the main building on

the plot was examined with a view to deciding upon certain neo=-
eseary repairs. The anti-Mission leaders several of whom had been
members of the original finame comnittee,opposed the build ing be-
ing repaired by the Mission out of local funde, saying that the Bhs.
300/- in the hands of the Treasurer belonged to them,as indeed a1a
the plot and the durch-school and all oontained in : »am,if repairs
were %o be made,the money should be apportiomed by them in their ocap-

acity as trustees for the looal Christian community, This was .t
agreed to,and so in this capacity,they laia ; claim with the local
African Tribunal for recovery of the momey. Judgment was given
against them. They then appealed to the Central African Tridunal
for Kiambu district,anmd again lost, 4 final appeal was lodged with
the Magistrates court,and from this 1t was dismissed wiﬁ; costs.
While the ponitlon at this outschool wasg being debated, a
similar attempt was made in another area. In this case the leading
agitator attempted firmt of all to eplist the sympathies of the
Dircotor of Eduocation. He wrote to him stating that the plot, the
building,and the apparatus of the school wuje the property of the
local people of whom,he alleged,he was the np;ﬂunhtivo. He on-
olosed a statement of aocounte purporting to prove his olaim. The

a
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/\ & salutory effect and this fom of opposition diea down for a time.

Further representations were made to the Director of Fduo-
ation,but although these representations were oonsidered by him
they were not agreed to. Defeated on these pointa the malscontents
attempted to have the Mimsion eJeoted from its outschool sites.
Land temire within the Native Reserves is (apart from epecial
exemptions wherein the tenancy may be granted by the Crown) governed
by native lew and oustom. This meant that the Mimssion's oooupancy
of 1ts outschool plots was subjeot to the permission of the land-
owner. In certain instames, the owner was loyal to the ¥.gsion;
in others he was influenced by the opposing faction, In ;ne ocase
the site had been bought by a number of local men & use as the
Evargelistio and eduoational centre for the distdot.

In cases where the owner was loyal,opposition took a form
similar to that experienced in the Ngeoa oa;a (see above). Where
the owner had come under the influence of agitators however,foroe
was resated to, Sohool gardens were destroyed and other orops
planted in place of these uprooted. School was from time to time
disturbed in various ways. In one particular case,a hostile land-
owner arrived at the sohool in a druhken condi tion,removed his
olothes,and lay naked on the ground singing the forbidden MithYrygli
Bong. The usual form of disturbance was for the landow~ > to
arrive during school hours and derand that the teaohers should leave
their olasses,in order that the whole position might be dimcussed.
Loyal natives who were oocupiers of land were told by hostile land-
Owners that if they sent their ohildren to sohool they wauld be
ejected from their ﬁoldina. ‘This was a favoured fom of intim-
idation. v c ) .

In the particular case referred to above (line /13) the men.. .-

AN
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_nm-m Mbom uﬂo to appul :r;oa the Administrative Officer gt

rnyom:uo for the dlstriot to that of a depsrtment of the Central
government and that therd was a danger .of the Govermment's authority
beooming d1vided,and thereby weakened in the minds of the people.
"!he'aeputation'a request was not granted. The result was
tmt at’ the end of Maroh 1930,the position had oonsiderably improved.
Schools hitherto boycotted had begun to be attended. Others,not
Yoyootted ,showed an inorease in mgzrship.
Opposition to the Mise ion,however was ocarried on in other
direotions. In Ngooa(an outschool) on the 8th and 15th December,
the Evargelist in charge was foroidily prevented fram cqgdusting
the ohurch service. The disturbers omtenled timt sinoce they hadl
oontriduted to the building of the churoh 80hool,the building there-
fore 414 not belong to the Church Prea%;)vtery, nom did the oonduct
ot the services lie within its oontrol. They therefore felt tmt
thoy Possessed a legal right to prohibit,within their oburch,a fom
of service mtitu_tod \5: ‘an autbority with whioh,at the mom.nt,they
WX¢ 00t in agreement. The disturbers were prosecuted at the First
olass Magistrate~ oourt Kianby,amd’ S8t to prison for varying periods, °
!ho i4sue 1n this case was the ownership of the mnam;,w!uoh the ’
Mltn‘ao riled was not theirs, '
. Iht omuitiop at otmr cutuohools wag mumqn af this tlub
¥ the: ro'oup? rsnnm oz uypmtu ona. mmiture npu. ﬁn nqatm!r-
' 03 mphioo] Mgnax ? -

B
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The opposition leaders sesmd to be convinced that tﬁrmmiot
Ocmatasidier oculd be overruled amk their wiehe~ met by the
M of Blusation. Aoe a.-und.‘q s h(yuLtion watted ‘on him,
ol Wmged him to open Government schools {n the Mis§ion ares,
emd,in tho onﬁ‘ut his doing so,offered to pay ome third of
$hé Afrisan témchers salarios. They profassed %o represent
the whole area served by tho Mission outsihools and infermed
him tiat the achools were alozid. The Director of Bduoation,
informd them that th;y woald receive his reply through the
District Commissioner. Meanwhile ,he asked the Mission to
corroborate or refute the statements made,pointing out that,

if the position was as stated by the deputation "§ wuld be-
oome increasingly diffioult for Govermment to reéiat this de-
mnd”, The Mission replied in - memorandum in whioh atten-
u-{m drewn o the implioations of of ';he demani for non-
Riesion teachers and the unrepresentative nature of the deputa-
tion. It was pointed out that the polioy of oo-operasion be~

twosn Goverument and Missions in Afrioan Education was the po-
liey of the Seoretary of State for the Colomies and taet this
polioy wap in danger of being upset hy a disaffected and evil
disposed ssotion of the peo;ale. It ws ﬁu'-thu! shown that an

(1)

.:g.oa- tnne ug.:er of :iho Clureh, minaod t:é.mtm b;g.;r-
eagnl his wife on| o -

ing Ghg bg 178 ‘arm. Inn‘ ‘tomber, '%’ii csuasd his Ward

s he thed gizl of 18 ‘m he h‘d formerly nrotonflﬂ. to
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© Aocordingly,in order to force the Missions into line.with

their wishes' they approached the Director of Education askhg
him to intervens. Letters were sent to him fram two out-

Bohools asking that since he was head of all the sohools in

the ocountry,he would cause them to be given teachers who had
not "signed". The letters bore no signatures,but were in-
dnrn;d "!rol-n outschool members". The Director of Bducation
then Qiscussed the matter with the ission authorities am the
following attitude of both Missions snd Director of Education
was agreed as follows:-

l. Govermment would not oansider the sending of
(Government) teachers to Mission out schools.

2. The teacher appointed by the Misaion wou. refrain in
8chool hours from reference to the questi®h of
"fema lo cireumoision!{2In actual faot,no swh teach-
ings wore given by the secular teacher either within
or without school hours.
|

A Baraga was then held at Dagoretti<on thne 5th December
1929 ,at whmhathe Position was made oclesr to the natives by the
District Comissioner, This however,in no

TIT The Ranocation Dept.nag veen kept Informed of the whole
. situation by pr Arthar,

(2) In this conneotion the points embodied in the following
rotl.zm;algumh of the Church of Sootlaml Mission Council
°

1. It-hes not hitherto been the practice of the Miasion to

way relieved matters.

1% teachera that no
& sohool houre in theme
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The Mission schools were also affected. While in the
Central Schools of all the gocieties involved,the numbers were
largely maintained,the position in the Outschools was very
different, In the case of the Church of Sootlamd Missfon,
Kikuyu, a large reduoction took Place in the numbers of scholars
attending all t&ﬁohqols, and in some cases, an almost complete
boyoot:!; was in evidemce, i‘he iiesibfi"&uthoritiea received
letters stating that teashers who hald "gigned" were not wanted
at oertain of these outachools. Teaoh;rs were demanded who
had not "signed". When this denand was not complied with, a
further i-educti;n in attendance took Place. In some cases,
the refusal stiffened the boyoott;in others oarta’ disaffected
elders dispersed the soholars who hal gathered for sohool in the
usual way. It is tims evident,frem the difference between
Central Station Schools and Outmchools,thdt where the scholars
were less subject to intimidation,they contimed bo 51(712;()311(1.
Moreover,many who had been prevented from attending the Out-
schools enrolled in the Cembral Schools,or cther similar in-
stitutions,some even reaching the Church of Scotland Mission
Sohool at Tumutum, about 100 miles distant.
= The position had now reached & deadlock. The Mission
Authorities would staff their outschools only.with teachers
who had fulfilled their conditions of service. The oppoaitibn
leaders would not have thos‘e teachers,and had sufficient power
to prevent the majority of scholara atiending school.

‘o:aimaxthgxcr _— i °m:‘£
“are thoge who h.l;o; C;ﬁ?::h’::: w Mm:g | m";‘._av .«
taken @ vow against them; ocan the Yevpard and the sheep
de shepherded togothew, It is well tat you send us ths
teachera we wamt," ’
i |Extract from a letter in English 5/11/89).
(8) It was reported. thet ‘shrtain lsaders of the X.C.i.were at

that time moving up down the distriot doing whgt .+ "
they could to stiffey u _the oppoaition, -

%
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Ellayn Provino;. mi prowhsl ‘hha wrath of God on the
nu'opun,mm the lnplioﬂy of the Missions in 1‘71-o.f.eui."ﬂ§,a to
ohampion nabive intereats while in league with Europeans gen-
erally in scheming to injure those interests. They olaimed to
possess m’;pen;-t'ural powers,and to de oapable,if they so ﬁiahﬂd,
of stntiﬁg dead all whom they touched. They were a natural
outoome of the disturbed oonditions then prevailing,aml in cer-
tain distriots they were closly a.gnwiaied with members of the
Iiﬁm Central Association. They brought themselves into dis~
repute by their immorality even in native eyes,and by their
disregard of tribal authority,and their activities were ’speadily
checked by the Administration. The appearance of s\(Lgh i o Joo

phets" is not an uncommon phensmonon amsng Anioan‘oples.

Nﬂm.

(In this Memorandum the terms "mtg:ation" » "Outschools”,
and "Churoh school” appear. agon for the use o.f
these térms 18 as follows.

Ag’ the Mission work has grown,friendly natives have
from time to time given permismsion far portions of
their land to be used for Mission purposes. On these
plota,build ings have teen erected. The teru,"out-
stetfion" means miok a plot together with its buildings.,

The tuildings ereoted" msll{ consist of an house
far the evangelist or evangelist-teacher in oharge,
and gecondly,a tuilding in which he works, This se-
oond builditig in whioh he w s u i-rily erested
(at least 4n the Kiambu are and fre-

uently is licenosd as. mh. Aa no ooqp separa-
%lon of Church aml School has ever been’ ﬂ. Ahis
building is also used by agreement as a aohbol and as
such,is licenced by the “Education Departmens. The.

terms "outsonool” o 'Ohmn—mhool" indionte suoh a
uilding of which the.primary use is scelesiasctical,
t whidh,on. mkmn.u used,by the loeml scholars
as wr sohool.)

. ‘ omlm i‘ - ‘ ol
(1) " ‘.' .u. ‘m W ﬂl Rhodesias

;’he ;:t /80Mme: Y 0TS .ago ot

4. e * Hobley. 31 instability anong
nm') .191,190 also 'm Bohool in the Bush?
”-”1 333
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A, CHURCH.  The way ih which Churohes were affected varied in
manner and degree. The Church of Scotland Mission at Kikuyu
lost nine temths of its communicants in the first month, A
large mumber of these seceding,however,did so under pressure
in the excitemert anml unrest of the situation,amd fear still
prevents their return, Fear of disinheritamce and inability
to secure school-fees and bride-price from pagan parents are
acknowledged to be potent factors in the situation. Many, ;
however have come back. At the present moment,mid year 1931,
the total Christian community is more than 1/3 :"tm number
at September lé]é‘;. Numbers are still returning.
The Africa Inland Mission was affgoted in a B.imilur
manner,but the return is taking place even more gradually.
‘ The Gospel Missionary Society rema ined u.na.fféoted at 1ts cen-
i tral station of Kambul,but the conditions in its outstations
| mere similar to those obtaining in the Church of Sootlam
Mission., Church Missionary Society stations in Kikuyuland
were partly involved in the trouble,and,at the Fmbu astation
owing to the subsequent actign taken by the Churche a secesaion
of members took place. )
g Signs of aéparatiam became evident about the nid"'ne of
=h 1930 in the sudden riss of native prophets throughout the

L) Total ohri'stian comunity Septomber 1929 - 33;15'
3 11931 mid year, 1492,
compare poea 46 raotnlte 8 mmbm\ aigning the petition.
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laration of loyalty to Churoh law on
alone required,

¢

This done, the Kirk Session then deo ided,that in view
of the doubtful am® even antagonistio attitude of many in the
Church, a similar declaration Bhould be required of all Church

members. As in the oase of the Church elders, a simple dec-

"female circumoision” was

The results of this aotion is dealt with below.
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This done,the Kirk Session then decided,that in view
of the doubtful am even antagonistic attitude of many in the
Church, a similar declaration should be required of all Church
members, As in the oase of tha Church elders, a simple dec-
laration of loyalty to Chursh law on "female circumolsion” was
alone required,

The results of this aotion is dealt with below.
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“deolare their loyalty to the Church 1ew whioh they themselves haa

-~ 47 -

foreanimion whioh,1t was believed,was inatdiously ani do1{bor~
Qtely working againat the Ohurch and the Miesion, Agcordingly,
48 o measure of urgernoy, a declaration was Arawn up o bo signed
by thede Agens,stating their loyalty %o the Mimston's at$itude
Pegarding "female circumeision”, and the iy non=membership of tho
KiGohs until that body sheuld ocease 1 4e ant 1«0hristian propas
ésnda, A fortnight was allowed them %0 think the matter over,
Bafors that time had elasped, twe lve young teachers laft the
Mission's employ,shirdy st Bigned tm deolaration,and the Too
e intng five while unwilling to sign,profoesed themselves vg.l-
ing to make a verbal declaration, This we agreed te. ‘

The Kikuyu Kirk Session met on October L7th 10BY to 4 is-
ouss the poBition,and deoided that the firast step was to prove
the loyalty of 1ts own mambership,1.e, of the Churoh olders them=
Bolves, before Proceeding to deal with the rank amd file of the
Ohuro h, In view of the prevalent obJjootion to 8igning any-
thing,whioh haa manifested 1tself in the mattor of the Petttion,tt
waB agreed that prosedure would be facilatod {f a verbal dedlare

ation only,were reguired, Accordingly,members were asked %o

8greed t0,and their romresentatives on the Presbytory had pagsed
Tegarding "female circumcision™, Non-membership of the Kikuyu
Central uiooiation‘ was not made a omdition of eantinued fellow~
ship with the Churoh, this being considered a matter for the indiv-
1aual oonsoience, of fifty elders, thirty two unhesitatingly mefe
the deoisich, A Month's grace was given in which to think over
the positiofi,but no others made the deoh.mtiop at that time. ﬁo,
however, have since cane 80. i
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The Church Missionary Society stations of Kahuhiae and Waithage
were visited en z-ouf.oi and meetings were held in whioh "femalo
ciroumcision" was discussed. Opposition, which in the oase of

Kahuhia,expressed itself in abuse, was experienced at both

stations,

On arrivalyat Chogoria,the position was disoussed at
some length among ‘-ahe Buropeans and Africans, and it was de=-
cided that the only way of meeting the situation was to demand
a re](nf.}uation of "female olroumcision" and the KeCed. Zhe_
following moming: the position was s;rplalned in an open i(ctm
ing; the Church had made its laws,and oould not go back on‘$her:
the KeCuhe had Joined ismue with the Church on these laws and
therefore Churchemembers must choose between the Churoch and the

KeC ok, This drashie action had the deaired effeot of brinzg;.ng

\ about a declaration of attitude with regard to the Church law.
On Dr.irthur's return to Kikuyu on the 2nd October,it

was decided, in a meeting of the Ruropean staff that steps

should be taken to deal with the diaaﬂecnon\imw now threat-

ened to involve certain of the raid agents of the Mission.

It was folt impossible for the Mission to contimue %6 employ

and pay from Mission funds persons who might be members of an

Ton¥lmiation of Tote 3 frem previous pages

opaganda and inaited the rank and file of the yqung
Wurch to disobedience of the Church rules regarding
polygamy, iser~drinking, "foma lo circumcision” eto. These
mén proféssed allegiamse to the OHuroh,odhtinued meémbers
of the Deacon’s (ouxrt,and,altlctigh reported by loyal
members,wore suffioiently strorg in dharadter and rumber
-0 rofufe the statemonte mades Such was $ho state of
affairs which.in September 1929 neoessfitod Dr.artlur' s
visit e«
(1) Thewé stations were viBited by agreemsnt with the resident
nissiomriess The Culedes ation at Embu was also visited,
. eO: of the Miastonary:

Thy

- b ad e requ y “sharge the subjeot
of "feuilo ‘o L8 umo i afion G 88 R -
‘ stion was to' by.ma iblio,and signed in private.
yonly ld 'made the declara-

i 4 mad
ii0e,.. mimber, howsver, réached 60
e’ 91806, sentine it bl
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The obtaining of signatures was gone on with,however,and con-
tinued during October in various Mission spheres in the Kiambu
distriot,‘with the exception of the C.M.S.Kabete. @afore the
signing had been completed,the seditious "hﬁ%hirigfi" song
began to be heard, It soon spread over the whole Kikuyu
Provinée, and to Nairobi and the European farms. Comparative-
ly f;w signatures were obtained, as a result of the oppoesition
which 1t aroused.

The ory of "Kirore"™ (the thumb mark or sign) now oame
to be heard,and thoae who ha.d. signed began to be sub jected to

violent abuse. i
‘ In the meantims while signatures were being obtained, a(‘

pastoral visit to Chogoria was undsrtaken by Dr.Artmr,three
of Mis dfrican Church elders,and one married Kikuyu woman. The
visit was undertaken at the request of Dr.Irvine (in charge of
Chogoria station),and in view of the faot that the position
in the Churoh at Chogoria was rapldly becoming intolerable.

(1) See Apprendix V.
(2) MNumber of signatures as at October 3lst 1929. V4
Married Unmarr fed / Total. A
Men Women Men Women, X § )
CoSeMoKikuyu ) B1 u 16 87 (31) - 98
AT M.K1Jabe 2 2 2 (2 6 (x)
Githum 24 14 9 8 {4 55
GoM. Kemui 130 120 30 50 (19) 330
Ngenda 12 14 14 15 (4) 54

humbuind ag i’g 5
Gathegs Y
(99

R :
were asked for at thn station. -
(X) The figures in brackets initiomte unc ireumoised wamensi;e;
) that of the :preoodung numbor,tho numbe® within hmusts were
' (8} ORRgbeIe TR & posenti tablished work. Th
3) ogoria is d. recen yea work, L] le are still in
a primitive ataie and the Church eiders are aﬁ"gow men, At
the time ‘d nwinw- ‘vimit,the peoplc wers profoundly affeot-
ed by aganla regerding their lamds & Eikuyu agitator fram
Nyeri. m-mz went there in 1987 and told the veople to "watoh
L ‘Mission", It had he: said,been sent out by Goverment. to
. stesl the land, The 8buroh, 170 40AntA11y, mas B means —o robbing
i the, pﬁaple of their money,whish oould be bedter used in gugment-
K.Codefunds, He found considerable ‘support in:oertae in
of the Churoh elderu,who used their ouhomln 88 osntres of
nm me)

e
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The draft petition prepared by the Kikuyu Christian elders
was discussed and received general approval. A further mect-
ing was held at Kikuyu on September 17th to approve a redraft,

and arrange for Procedure. This redraft was finally approved
and circulated to the Churches‘: on' September 19th,with instruc-
tions as to how signatures were to be obtained.

In the meantime, the Kikuyu Central Association,had come
to know the nature of these mectings,and was active. Rumours
were spread aboﬁt that tho missionaries and Europeans generally
wished the Kilkuyu girls to remain unoirouncised,so that they

.« might marry them,and in this way seize the Kikuyus! la.!];d; h)gt )
the signatures were being €0t for the purpose of pétitioning‘.-"
Government to prevent the return of Johnstane Kenyatta from
Englamd, or even to compass his death,

The result of this Propagania was that,at Kg_ﬁliyu,in a
meeting of Churoh members to oonsider the petition, two men got
up and abtsed the elders for trying to abolish Kikuyu customs,
and thereby opmpomise the tribe with regard to their land.

!

\ They were strongly suppo rted,anml the medting had to be dismissed,

(1) This statement was made in the canference held at Tumutumy
on March 1lth 1929,
(2) Compare the following stanzas from the seditious "Mithir-
1¢0" song. (See appendix Ve)
. "You of the Church
-You are fools.
You got Harry ( Thulku) deported,
4and now you turn your attention to John(stone),

"Zen Yhousand shillings.
-Were given far Harry,

Now &the -same' amount . - .- -

Is. given-for Jol;n.- ‘ e

(3)  The result at o station of the CM.S, at Kabeto wag
hat, the Ohuroh tharo,which mm on Peosiisy ration, -
decided that the Kikuyu petition Wa too Llong,and pre-

pared another and shorter dodument, recei

r
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Resolutions of the Convéntion of Associations 29th Jany.1930,

"that this Gonvention 1s of the opinion, " N
-8e¢ "That l:inediate steps should be faken by legis=-
lative enactment to.proteot those native girls who do
‘ : ‘ not deaire to undergo the rite of oircumeigion ef ther
¥, . the major or minor operation.
c be . "That thée time has ocome to prohibit absolutely
e IRJOT operation of circumcision of women (among
the Kikuyu trive),

Resolutions of the East African Women's Le 0+318t 00t.1929.
\_EL__- QLeldcd,

"This meeting of the Council or t
-Women's League desire,to0 ask Gov

he East Afriocan

native girle, and also to again urge Govern~
ment to do all in ita po

Wer to protect those girls
who wdsh to break away from the tribal oustam, =N
The Council of the E.AoW

sented to Coverment by the Christian commnity,asking tmt
Govggnqen_t should introduge the necessary legislation, A pre-
liminary draft was thereupon composed by the elders,

On Sep tember 7th, the Kikuyu Assoo

1 Kikuyn Central associat ion,
v No daiueps were arrived gt Imhediately terearter,a small,
T mea;b;;!; .gx'eprqqeg"fcativg, Of the Churoles 1n g Distriot waetb
Chiegs Xoinangé, Werlini] '

Warlthifl, Priip Kuan!’a-i“’.?‘"b"ifiﬁﬁwf‘

heldy’ iy

{

34

5‘}.‘(.1)»»‘.!&* Wore not Pirosent THo ks b
i " Boptenbar Bth iane - e ofvm
JAT F & % g W g

ey o o ' ;..)"
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‘The Association oonsidexrs.it unfair tmt the, eirom-
6iser should be sued in the cairt as she was only ;
carrying out the custom of her tribe, j i

The view is expressed in the course of the letter: |
that the allegations of mortality amng ¢ ircumoised
mothers 1s exaggerated and that such mortality oocéurs

oourse proposed by Dr.Artmr,and oconcludes "1t i g
God's will we should trust to." It 18 added that the
imposition of Peénalties upon the circumcisers cannn+
promo te friendly relations between the Akikuyu amd

Disoussing the ethical side of the question in
its relation to Christian teachin Y

this country, the natives have never teen taught that’
the Christian oreed differed in 1t
cumoised and uncircumeised, Miss fonaries have tried
On many oceasions to interfere with the tribal ocum=
toms,and the question 18 asked whether cirumcigion
being the custom 0f the Kikuyu Christian,he is to be
a heathen 81imply because he is a Kikuyu.

This declaration of attitude was rophed to by the Pro-

gressive Kikuyu Party in a latter whioh wag published by the
"East African Standard" on tne 9th September, In the letter,

this body éxpressed ite

abhorrence of the practice of "fem e
ciroumciaion",

and stated 1tg desire to be disaociated fram
the Kikuyu Central Association in the attitude which it had

(2
taken up Tégarding the mtter. Leading Chiefs o¢ Kiambuy

Di striot,in a stateme nt defending Dr sArtmr, simil arly repud-

, 1ated the astions and aspersions of the K.Cuh.,but,at the ap-
3

(
ot published.
The matter wag d1scussed by the Convention of ABsocia-

tions ang by the st African Women's League and the.

Tesolutions .were passed.
g

8iPe of the AMuministmtion, 1t wag o

fo llowing

1 F
9! ) § £y I3 3
6y " Y5 T T ===
" (1) Bbmpaze ‘thts amgume t with 4 surrent An Ifdia dmon;
" Jompaxe ‘thi, } : &
{4 . Hindoo ard ‘wﬁee 4 ,*f'pg 3 . LIRS A
= ((Bg)y’ s'?e éi;;a =1V, i ol b mumr?w’ b, e
=l n » g

G
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Letgil'a were also semt to Dr.Arthur amd Mr.Kampp on the
29th August demand ing an explanation,and on the same day,a
further letter was sent by the President of the KeCuho,on de-
half of his Aseooiation,to the Senior Commisaioner of the
Province,with a 0opy to the Preas, Excerpts from this letter
were published in the "East African Standard" in i{tg issue
of the 29th Auguat, 'i‘hey are here quoted in ﬁ(xfl)

"It 18 stated that the Association 1s unable to undex-.
stand wmat has happened in the mindg of Dr.Arthnrém_

. (174 transiation of the Tetters 1s as follows. (Dated 23787297,

: "I wish you to explain an article whioh I have seen in the
Standard newspaper of 10/8/29, It speaks of the unc iroun-
oision ofr young girls and has your signature and that of Rev,
Enapp or Kambui .(Refer page Foo tno te )o  Would you be
willing to show me where the Tuling was maede to disfellow-

tharmore,whan the white man ocame to this country, he
found the Akikuyu oiroumciaing,anl because of thig faot, 1t
18 an establigheq oustom of theirs of all time. 1P then,
this oustom 1s to be amismed among the Kikuyu,it would be
beat,first op all,before you do away with 1t,%0 remove the
things we see taking place in Nairob1,because thers are many

Please the Péople,and we have never heard that thoge people
were told they were doing a wrong thing,or forbidden their
custom, If then,1t 18 you who are trying to abolish the

. Purthermors, you state tat 1t (the oustom) has been

oondemned by the people of four Pleces, How many people

-would:that be? We 4o not Imow theminor where mch & ruling

has béen nade,as we hgye never h of i%,n0r been teld of

Such an aotion, r¢ Would be well for Jou to t61l us,s0 that

we maglhnow. i -

+-9886 would you ming 1ivi e : 7
= ¥ gl ol &: L€ me an answer I pray you,
Pf;;eiﬁen;.................
" ) KiK.Joaeph, .

(2) Liri Be soen STom W15 lotter thatithe Kixugm Contral

"o oiroaug:ing:l oly champiened the retention or

*e
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- Now in thig matter it is well for you to be ready,

‘for when we hawe this law forced upon us,it will make

trouble for us latér:* - We wish to have a reply fram you

Boon,for we are anxious to i ve your reply (or opinion),

Furtfzermore,we feel that if it 1s possible, you might con- !

‘@ent with all the other Chiefs for a mass meeting of all

the Kikuyu people,80 that we may know where thig ruling

has ooms from,and who are .refiponsible for the Passing of

this law yb.tcfm is to ocover all Aklkuyu. We would be

DPleased if you will oonaider this matter,and let us know

your deoision,a® we are walting,fully prepared to reply

to those who have 8poken on this sub] ect,that we

know where this law oame fran to be passed on our children,
And now farewell,

It 18 we of the Council of the K.Cid.together with
our President, P [
President.... Do

AL R T

»
(Signea) K.K.Joseph,

4 list of the Chiefs was appended to thisg le‘i{ﬁr eénding with the

Tollowing injunotion. .
( TRANSLATION) .

"Will each person find his name on the above ligt ana
-omsider well what he can do about thig abolition of
ciroumcision, and make 8uggestions on what should Be
said,so that our ohildren should not be rrevented cir-
ocumcision,

It will be appreciated 1f everyone will reply sobn,
and let us know his f eeling on the matter,

It is we,the Council.of the K.C.Ao.bogothor with our

President.
Presidontee eisecaasesee,
(Signed) K.K.Joseph.

It will be seen that this letter misrepresented the pos~

ition taken up in Dr.Artmr's article. It tolq the Chiefs that

a law had been passed abolishing "femle o ircumoision" among tho

Kilcuyu,‘mﬁ that Dr,Arthur and Mr &Knapp haed been responsible for

“

its being passed. The lotter‘undoubtedly,oauaed & forment with-

"in the tribe,am gave jthe K,C{4. the temporery support or the .

majority otftl;xe wlder pagan members, 4

N PO s

MY, j' ! a ¥ Yoo
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a leading article, the "Eaat African Stamard" took up the
matter and put forward aiplea for liberty or conscience for
Atrican wamen,

N Meanwhile, the Kilyu Cemral Assooiation was adtive,

On 17th Augua‘k.a week after this laeader aml artiole appeared,
the Chiefs of Kikuyu oountry,74 i1n gumber, were oircularised as
mllown"%;’ :é'iz’i;?)'esident of this Assoolation.

( TRANSLATION) ,
Lament on a.bblition of female oircamecision,
To all the chiefs of Kikuyu country,

doocept this letter Joyrull.v,beoause of the many
mttersegr which we wish to notify you,whioh are taking
Place these days,

I have instruoted by the Counsil of the Eikuyu
Central dssociation 4o write this lettor to you, I very
humbly submit the following,

1, Firstly,we have d1scovered o law,and it has been
made publie in the Europeans newspaper,am 1t hag been
written b DroArthar,am another European or the Mission
at nnmfz) .

2. ieoondly,tma 16V law had made ug very sad,for 1t
8ays that the ¢ ircumeision of &1ris is done away with,
and that there 1g an agreement already in faopoe will
be in future,to abolish 1t;that anyone who ofrg sos
will be fined,or 1f the fine 18 not forbhoaning,they
will be imprigoned,

i : 18 a great sorrow that all the Akikuyu are thug
rohibited odrcumeision, am this 15 announced by Dr,.J,
WqArtmzr,and ‘others such 85 the Buropeans of Kabete,

K4 Jabe, Tummbygm; 8nd Kambug,

&) 1570 ;‘73;;5 Tram the "Eagf lrrmgn Standard" leading artiois
n e ¢ ;

parsersessiiusbit 1t wag g very great: atep forwara for
the Native Counsilg to interfere. with’this custom,even in
e wi "

. en
that forwara: movement....,: ., ., ‘Whntever may be. the actual
faots, -and $hey. were not 0losely probea ‘hj’:the,ﬂwi'm_
y Gours, < ths 3 ing iple shouldsaml must be,upheld that'e
native waman .ghoxq.&_ have fuly 1ibexby ana’ freedem,under the
p;o&:otion_ of the' ﬂhte;'::.atue‘ 40 umdorgo/an operation

= (_ 1070 e T :ﬁ’ 9@‘0 :_._;iieﬁd o' otien 1.\! epposed
@ ".(2) 4 00DY: of | tHig Lot€or s 1gmed iy ang ot I ‘
4 (3} only Dl\,dﬁ' “7% 'Inm etho 1 og fila,

¥

huy gigneg the letter
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to any person fa whose benefit 14 is done in gcod faith,and
who has given oconsent,whe ther expressed or implied, to suffer
that harm,or to take the riak of that harm."

The charge of grievous hurt,therefore, fell to the

ground but the fines were upheld,as the cantravernt lon of the

Local Native Coune 11 Sye~law was agreed to be proven, There

18 no appeal from a stated oase,and therefore the decision of

the Supreme Court had to stand,

This desision produced consternat ion bin $he hearts or
many African Christiansg,

To them, 1t sbemeq that -the only
protestion which their daughters had against béing forcibly
mtilated was a small fine,

This fee ling was inoreased by the

s(ea?ingly frivolous commen ts made by one of the J
1

oase,

udges in the
So serious alsoe 414 the decision appear ¢

o the Miasion-

aries who had been working for freedom of choice in the matter

that, in protest,an artiole ¥was sent to the East African

Stamard by Dr.Artkmr,explaining “the ¢ ircumstance
o?m)lreme, 'ani showing the implications of the J
2

article was published on the 10th Anguat,a’nd
{1l
2)

8 of the
udgment, This

For a referemce to this see foo'tno te age

( ot® from article.ReA.Standara 10/8/29). "Mhe acoount

Kikuyu o irowpoision oase in the Supreme Court publishes !

Stamard on' the 31st July,and the Judgement of. their

 publinhed on Aug.5thewonia n oI beliave,emabile the . .

el publio to understand, g ithen what aotial happened or i
he dmplioations of the Judgment ‘are,,.,., Mme regult or. - -
48 tatany heathen Platives ogn. nowigdotms any

P304 808 Loroitly haye her o iro\moised.. ..

b:1 Thowas was unfortunate in
true faots of the custim,

Preds  TMdre 1a Preobably
: peration more rapidly: than
- hag d8-0f girlg a yeari....
‘I8not incanparable with .
h wag. abolished W
L. now be tal
e
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It was alleged in Court that at first the girl résisted
to the extent or screaming and 8truggling, but thereafter she
oqn’nteq. (Anyone who knows the Kikuyu would say tmt the girl,
8eeing tk;at i'esi stance was hopeless,went through the ceremony, 3
held down 88 ‘8he was,with the stoliolsm of her race,)  Consent
was inferred from the fact that she had ceased to 3cream am
ooased to struggle, The Magiatrate,homver,fonnd that the oharge
of "grievous hurt" coulq not be upheld because of the congent
given. He fined the two wamen circumcisers Sh8+30/- each,be~
cause they had exceeded tho Byo~Law of tne Local Native Counc il
of Kiambu,oon.fining all such operations to simple elito’ridectomy.
It was otvious that same definition of consent was nec-
essary, and DryArtmr (Church of Scotland Miss ion, Kikuyu), Canon
Leakey (Church M{as lonary Soolety,Kabvets), and Mr .Knapp (Gospel
Misal on,Ke.mbui) at onoe consulted Mr sDobbd, the Acting Chier
Native Commissioner. He cansulted the Attomey—(}enml,who was
Qissatisfied with the deoision of the Magintrate that oonsent
was defence to "grievous hurt",and xkak the Magistrate,on the
applioat;on of'f;he Attorne ysGénscml prepared a "stated nagem
for submisaion to the Supreme Court for a ruling on the pon—xt of
law involved, Seotion 87 of the Indien Penal Code 8eemed to ke
appliocable, The Supreme Court,however,held that this Seotion did
not apply,}mt that Section 88 dia,namely,that,"no"ﬁxzng which'is '
not, intg?nqq to omg death 18 gn offence by rt;a.son*or any hﬁrm s
Lok 1% nay o
b

) Mae',or‘he known by the doer to/be 111:913*1%0#0,

Y Vs 3 i &4
dipls B 5 Y o - ;

LYo Yt
vate parts of's
5 be perfomed. "

i
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"dead man's curse".  Some weeks before a oiroumoision ceremony

whiloh was to take place in fne Klambu d1strict in June,however,
the father asked the girl if she would like to be

on this osccasions

circumcimed
She refused,and he 4ia not again rettrn to

the subject, About 11 o'clock on the day of the ceremony, the

glrl,who was alone in her hut,was seized by her step-mother and

another woman, and dragged along the path to the place of nircum-
cision.

They were later Joined by other Wwamen who helped 1in

her removal, ‘On reaching the place ot circumoisi‘_on,it wag
found that the oceremony had broken up,and the oi_roum:users had
to be found, A young man, Gitau Nyorimi,who

I3

v)vas no ¥élation of

{ s
the girl,then approached the Supervising "kanga" ana agked per-

mission to resall the circumoisers. The "kanga™ objJeoted,saying
that the matter was irx(-gé'ule.r,and that,;n view of thi 8,lie (Si'tauJ
and the ciroumecisers,might become liable 4o g fine, @itau re-
rlied that he would assume responsibility. The "kanga" then
ceased to object,and the oirocumcision was gone onawiéi.)- The
father of the g.irl,although in the vicinity for ot least part

of the time, took no,part in the Selzure or the oiroumoision,there—
by fulfilling the oconditions of the charge given him by his 8son.

In the Court case,however,he assumeq Tesponsibility (ag cwner) ,

atating that, "1t was he who entered the girlts nut to get a blan-
5 (

ket from her bea in which to wrap her?

(1) A "Eangav {tribal Policeman] attends 2ll oircumeisy
erder to see that the owners permission has been giv::?' i:
will be seen from what has been 8aid above (rage ) hia
(2) attendanse im of a nominal nature, !
2)" No preparation hai been made Por the o eration, F
the olay and oastor-oil amearad bindinz 6loth nom:flyu;@le'
vided was nat forthooming, e nomal time (early morhing)
for e 1aion was long passed., The

; T1's Mowpdpn
pregent, The givl haa DPassad the nomgitime xw e
ésf The evidence .of the " was not tg n %

This statement has been rtaig s
that no magan 8148 wonld under am
daughter!'s. ¢ and toush her bea,
"thahu" (unclsaness),

- -~ .

Pt e
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¢
le "It was resolved,with one dissenting, that thig
-owstom is evil,am should be abandoned by a11
Christians,"
"It was resolved by 30 votes to 9 that all sub-
~mitting to 1t should be 8uspended by the churches
eve re,"
3 "The onferemce made no recommendations as to
-gerioda of suspension, It remitted the questior
ack to the Cmu-ohss,asking that 1t be carefully
oconsidered with a view to getting a defini ta
decision at a further ®nfereme,"

2,

This declaration of attitude is important,in that it prob-
ably constitutes the first direot cause nf the subsequent up-
heaval, The Kikuyu Cemtral Association pPublished the reasnl-
utions of thig meeting in their paper "Mliigwithania",

The Kimmbu Circumcision Cage foilowed soon after, An
wnoe ircumeised €1rl,an adherent of the Goapel Mlssiona.ry Soclety,
Kambui, aged about 15,was seized and foroibly circumoiged in a
mann er whioh,exocept for the mutilat {on 1teelf,d1d not confom 4o
Kikuyu custom,

In the girYs family, the only male mombers had been the
father and a brother,a.nd the rfamily property had alrsady beer.
apportioned between them, The brother's share was certa in
g&rdona,treaa,etc.,am his three si(;'lars. He dted in 1926,
~ Before he dled,he chargea his father,to whom his share of the

Property would revert en hig death,that hig house,gardens,and

marriage, He also expressly charged him that they were to hara
liberty in matters. of adherence to tribal ocustom. The charges
were striotly complied with,owing to the fear of incurring the

fL) . Bde, The brother-was the Mowner" of his three 81sters,and
N a8 #uolt,would receive the bride price paid far them on
’ marriage.  "Owner" in Ktluyu 18 a person to whom
‘. 8 woman "belongs®; e -5 rat;laz-,mmm:,or nearest malse
. d T&!{&t%w‘ 5 4 o .
s Lok % o &
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SECTION V.

HIST OF THE 1929-30 CRISIS.

Although the Kiambu. area as a whole remained oompars-
tively unaffooted during the period referred to above,signs
of unrest were*not wanting among the young men, In 1929,
the new Churoh at Kikuyu was begun,and & large number of
Fort-Hall boys were engaged for the work. Through them,un~
doubtedly,anti~authority propagania was aarried on,and the
boys in the boarding sohool at Kikuyu were influemed by (i:tL;).
The Government !Ativezi)[nduatrial Treining Depot at Kabete,

was a centre of disaffeotion. 4t the begimnning of July 1929,

(8)
& lewd song emanated from this sohool,was widely sung in a

sporadic fashion,and sugmented very considerably the pre-

valling unrest among the younger element. The Christian

elders at that time spoke of a movement underneath,largely
georet,which they could not understand,but waioh they felt

was capable of disastrous resulta. The missionaries also

were not insenable to tbae d.angerous undercurrents.

In March 1929,a representative conferense embracing
all the Chumhes in the Kikuyu country was held at Turm tum ,
48 had been customary at these Conferenoes, the position with
regard to "female circumcision" was reviewed,and,in view of
the lack of uniformity still ‘preva.iliné in matters of diseip-

ot o

line, the following resolutions were passed.

o

(1) Tue oonromtions heard at thﬂ.a time uaong !o\mg Kiambu
natives gpnderned; the lani,Karr ‘k\ta SorT ows"
(the ri ot—l’@ﬂ and the. dzy!mtd £ $he Furopean:no

roferaips to: "tona oizoun Ilpmae.
(2) . Cfethe, aomgs whioh fron this sshool. See "East

hie od 1
saAn Staniara® £6/8/%0, fiGoverno ‘speech at Kiambi,

(3) gﬁ was not the."Mithiriga®. ZFhe"Mithirigu" developed -

from it:both originated in this sohool.

7

9

'
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~clined to give the required assuramoe,

The final action in the natter,s0 far as the Twmitwmu Church
is oconoerned,was taken in 1930,when the Presbytery 6f ténya éolony
gave sanotion for the removal from the Communion Roll,after due
and suffioiant warning,of the names of persons who hed,of their own
choice,remained under suspension for over two years in consequence
of their attitude to the Church law regarding "female ¢ iroumeision’
Upwards of 200 names were removed fram the Roli. This number re-
presents about 7% of the total baptismal roll as it mtood at the
end of the year 1930. The majority of these people shewed g re-
luotance to sefer thelr ocnnection with the Chureh,and, had any
gompromiss been poauble they would probably have acoepted 1it,

From the time when the Churoh took its defensive stand in

1928, as desoribed above, the position has asteadily improveq, In

all areas except one (Mahiga), there has been a steady drift back
to fellowship, The numbers of adherents,both in Church and .8chool,
are larger than gver before ,and the wark generally is stronger,
It remained unaffected by the disturbances of 1929130. The effeots
of subversive propaenda are still felt from time to time howevar
in the areas whioh became disaffected in the years 1925-28,

During this poriod the Kiambu area remainea oompmtivoh vh-
affected, The pmgren ive ohmnor oL d%e leading Chiefs ana” ‘the

‘onhnuh-d nature of ite lillﬁha,md.e this district a strong

bulwark aga inst aubveralva pnpaganda and oonsequently a leading
faotor in the situa.tién.

3y
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‘3 were in sympathy with them we

e thé;refore called upon to declare
thelr attitude

to the lana of'th‘e,chﬁr_oh to whioh they belonged,

. and dtate ‘whother they aocepted them in their embirety, It at

onde bacame apparent that in oertain areas (in particular Nyeri ana

Cis=Tam) a large peroentage of the members were net prepa

rod to
give a satiefaotory assurance.

Not only 80,but in one instamce
they declared by letter that they intended to ignore the Church Law

and to adhere to the practice of "femaig circmcision“; at the same

til(ne) they stated their wish to broak their connection wi
1
Churoh,

th the

The Tumutum Kirk Session thereupon deolared all male bap-

tised members ang other adherents of the Chur#a 1in thess areas to

te under suspension,with the aoeption of thoso who were prepared
0 make known their loyalty to

2
the Church in thig matter. In the
case of the welen, instead of be ing Suspended, thay were invited to

examine their position, and thoge who found themsely

93 to bo in
opposition to the Church Wwere asked to abstain voluntarily fram

coming forward to Coemmunion T as candidates for Baptism or for
admission to the oatechumenate ,

) Mngi:ng”_llétyixl
in feg&rd_.‘to the
This wa'ql'don‘!la,iffzm the M,l app-
‘Shembelyes,at o meaﬁ%ié or‘th'ﬁ Kigc, Johe
to state h:{le_’pog;t igti?‘]';(' IOiI:U onef?dag,#e- ;

1

o2 the Chuzch,espedially
froimaiglag”
AR A

PRI | A ) 1 T ) ﬁpﬁ" ¢
ay gt Buff ioieny ¥ 'each pergen'” :
ATTbon o Japtien $¥ admisnibn o rS
by fhedoonk ning gter ands I/
88
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idnferred, _tq’:qéo\;re the votes of the ®gan population in the
forthotming Loocal Natlye Council eleotions, stated trmt they

stood for the pimaeﬁution of the old'tri‘ﬁa,.‘yygpstars,lwzmg spec~

i ial:'emphaais on""";‘.ajm'a.]a ciroumeision™, They pointed out that
) there existed g body of people,represented in the meeting by the

members of the Progressive Kikuyu Party, who were in favour 0f the

abolition of this ocustom. Frem the words they used {t appeared

that they demandea compliance with the custor on

the mrt of every
kK(ik‘l)Jyu girl, The retention of the rite was thus made a political
3

ssue., ¥
This deoclaration of the Kilkuyv Central issociat lon Jrought

it (the K.Cuh.) into direct conflict with
Tumutumu .

the African Church at A
Their leaders included some who were members of the
Tumutumu Church,and it hecame evident that,as members of their
Association, they wefg)prepared to repudiate the Church law re-

garding "female olrcumcision? They and the Churoch members who

(1] The Progressive Kikuyu Party 1s a volitical assoc
existing in the Nyeri District,
tution,1t can only hold meatings in the daytime;
-Goverment's permission to an 80 and invites lo
officials to attend. It stends for the fullest
the Kikuyu poople,educatiomally and otherwise,
1ts dosire foraotive co-operation with me
promoting the progress of Kenya €alony in general and the
K comtry in partiocular. It wishes to abolish all
harmful custams such ag the sexual mutfation of girls (see
appendix 1Vy their letter to the "East ifrican Standardn
of 7th September,1929' and to retain only such customs as
are deocent,
It thus resembles in {4s loyalty to Chureh ani State,and in
18 aims the Kikuyu dssoociatior of Kiambu (See appemdix 11.)
4 few mestings have been held Yetween the loaders of both,

uk: the X the two 4ssociations are s P far seperated

R L B plage, vt i

progress of
It affirms
n of all races in

: ,m¢ '+
oumo{ & 4on™ ! “
31 M T 13

< . " i ¥ ke . )
- iy M : ﬁi | Meating of the
i WThe KoC,4.at & mewt &'i'? :m’uk; y
<. Gh ns amo L:Lh.m&beifa Téver
-‘,,;‘ -"? ) e ! olr : 3. 3
i? \ A
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growing friction between the Chiefs and the young men wes such as
to necessitate an atgempt being made by tho administration to
correlate their uotivitiea. 4ooordingly, in an open "bg.gza”
held at the Provinoial Hoadquarters, Nyeri, the matter was dis=~
oussed at some length. The Chiefs of the Provinoe ana represent-
atives of the politiocal associations wWere presgent. Because of
the feeling which existed betwoen the two,the debate showed a
tendenoy to develop upon aorimonious lixzuis, and, in Sgrdar thet the
Africam might foel ablo to talk freely,the whise off181als lert
the meeting for a 1:11:23. On their dotng 80,an 1n.f1uq_l;t;h1 man
named Kﬁhoya, a fomer member of the Kikuyu Central As-;ooiation,
made a speech which indicated the extent to whioh tribal authority
had been underminead, He denounc ed the Kiluyu Central 48800lation
for its anti-authority propaganda, made public the names of certain
Chiefs who had oame under {ts influence, and told the others that
ita aim had been to bring ahout their deposit ion,and, have its sawm
nominees appointed to the {ir places, The Zfrl cans arrived at no
agreement among themee lves, The luropaan. offioials then returned
and the Senior Commiss ioner 8spoke,saying that the Goverment had
no objeotion to political assooiat ions,as such,but urged the need
of unity within the trive,and the need for political expression
anml development to Proceed through constitutional ohannols;i.e.,,
through the Local Native Counofls. The mtter was then left,
1t being agreed tﬁ..tx_oor?elation of poliyica.l aotivities could best
be achieved by this memns. o
: Men $he Xuropean offioiala’hed agaln left the meeting, tho
Iihlau 6!51&;1 A-ki;'lo&igﬁion rtpreunltativa-,inl order,it has been

Fesentative natives sallel Ty ox WnTalat-

(28) 4 g’r "M0igwithgnta” Vol.1,No «®,Dage 5,where an
' ‘X the ing is givo,m\ .

1 R
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., was proaeouted with vigour,e.nd the loyal Chris"ians unaarweqt 1

X

4
Lot
,v?

}

oona,idersble paraeoution. The Mission :Ln the ,Nyeri Diatri&t an&
the southe:m parts of Iiambn digtrict werq free from. any serioua

~trouble unt11 1925, .when the political machinations of the you.nger

men began to be apparent ‘in the former,

By 1925, the Church of Sootland Migsion,Twm turmi, had duilt
up a strong om'mh,eduoationgl end medical wozi. As at Kikuyu,
in 1916,the oustom of "female olroumei sion" was debarred in the
Christian’ community, dnd the teaohing along thia line ned butis
up an almost solid body of native Christian opinioni aaqinst the "
praotice. The Christiens lived on good terms with thé irxp.gan
neighbours,and until late in 1925 no 4roudls hed aria:}.tn dis‘turb
the peace of the community. In that ysar,however, the Church of
Soosland Mission,Tumutwmu was attacked, dut not on the ciroumeision
iss8us. The rumour was disseminated throughout the District that
the miseionaries were Government spies, and tha% the out-schools’
8ites were planted at atrategi?ljooints prior o the Mission sell-
ing the lands to Furopean settlers. The use of land already in use
for school ga.i-ggm was now refused. The Missions adhered to the
position that the teaching of Agriculture was an essential subject
of the ourrioculum, and unless land were to continue to be provided
for this purpose, the schools would have o be olosed. In Dec-

ember 1926 the gardess at two outschools were dug up and the orops
2 ") )

Farly in that year,the

“IFfalm Do ar.
; ashooL gdrtlom were oh as a..*e in use thmughnut &1 )
olony ‘and elmewhers for practical ‘$rdining in agriculture.

(3) M offenders wore apprehended gnd mn‘bahcod. to a term of
¢ i.lpriaomcnt. i1 .
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the Kikuyu peopie but even all the native tribes

of Kenya."
_ (Report Native Affairs Department 1928,8e0t10n 2,
# _paregreph 3),
Bs OSITION TQ RCCLESIASTICAL 4UTHQRITY.

During the period from 1923 onvia;t.ls, the Missions experienc-
ed inoreasing Aifficultios in their work,as a remult of thege
sub¥ersive aoctivities of the young Kikuyu, Oppoesition varied
fram time to time amd from plase to place,but,in general,1t dov-
eloped on 11m§,stmilar to those desorived above, The Gos-pei
Mission and the Africa Inland l(iaa.ion iin Cemtral Kikuyulam were
the first t0 experience the éfteots of this antagoniatioc attitude.
In 1925 at the Kihumbuiniy out-station of the Goapel M1ssionary
Society indiseipline in the 8chool began to assume serious pro-
portions, Attempts, at least one of which was foroible,were
made to use ilp Churah-school building for political meetings,
The teachers aml the african Pastor were subjected to abuse, “ Pro-

Pagamia £or reinstating of "female ciroumoision® among th e Chrig-
tlana was an early developmont, The ifrics Inlend Mission stat-
len tn the Oitium aves’experienced similar Urtiowlty, Large
- Potitioal meskings were' held in this distriot,and the reswlt op
~-Hha teaahings ‘propagated there was rimet evident in an hitherto
uBkmomn attitude Gf suspieton towarda e mOtives am w
Buropean ‘missfonaries, @ﬁnuiw‘ 1§tter_e'were .
ean awd ifrisan l'nuhorat " 4 teachor was ev

ok of the
Bent %0 both Ruroy-

1°t°d‘!rcm his sehool
aml the school was elosed against another upg M” the”
‘ . Py f {“ ) *
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dupes who commit overt orfe

non-natives who are believed to b
the movement,but the situation 1is

(Report Native if
paragraph 25),

Government made 1t olear,in open baraza,and by {tg strong-action
in cases of open subversion of authority,t

ate the inaurrectiomry activities of the

relieved the situation oonsiderabl

fairs Department 192¢,8ection 2,

Yo The young’mon,

nces),or against the
¢ the dbrains of
being watched,.n

hat 14 would not toler=-

éXpression of politisal

4
oppos arties in the com=~
i Position or the Loaa Rabiys g
5 t

8vident ameng g seotion

TUOUB undersurrent of
8emi-artioul gt

© agltation,

The most obvious of the immediate results ia
& growing antagonism mng a widening cleavage he-
twean the older and the Younger 8enerations,

4n attempt,
of 8100688, has ')
elaments of the

salutar
1 Native ounoils,on whioh a1l
nat iye intereats are

represented,n
(Repors or tne Na
Paregraphs 1,3 4

"In the Districts
'x«.l‘.’.\t /%0 Xe

tiv;a iffairg Depa;tment,l,szv,mot.z ,

] -

1d Fort Hall the Problem
£ ud reasam

- Bhe tramme s imposed upon 1% b
ana _\l,__upmﬁﬂmt;gn of thle’ past 4
: Pone, 18

arnin g i A

e o
01.‘q
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& "authority. Amch§ the Kavirondo the deliberationa of
-the Kavirondo Welfare 4ssociation have not invariably
been conducted along the lines of moderation and com=-
mon sense,while the Kikuyu have evinced an spprehans ion
for the security of their land,which has obtruded 1i-~
self into all their Councils,has fomed the subject of
numerous petitions and memoramla and has tended to
o w genuine attempts towards political develop-
ment and social progress. In the Kikuyu Province an
indeterminate colleotion of malcontents,with no can-
stitution,no representative authority and no consotict-
ive programme of refom,ocalling itself the "Kikuyu
Central issooiation", has achieved a notoriety and a
prominemnss out of all proportions to i%s memits or ita
influence." =,

(Report of the Native .ffairs Department 1928, 8ection 2,
paragraph 1), . B

In 1926, the position had become worse, ant{-authority propagamia

was extensively carried on by young men of the trivte,and the re-
sult was such as to embarass Govermment in i%s edminis¥ation o<

the Province.

"Though native political aspirations have not manifested
-themselves by any serious owtburst,i® fs nevertheless
moessary to realise that they exist,and that agents
are oantinually at work,in same cases with quite honest
intentions, though often nisdirected. Cne association
at least in the Kikuyu Province seems bYent on a campaign
to subvert tribval disoipline,and is aotive in spread~
ing propaganda which aseribes "sinister motives to all
actions of Govermment and to any sonemes which are ‘n-
itiated for promoting native welfare. The lsaders of
« this movement are all young men who appear to live on .
o “their wits ami other people’s ignorant oredulity. They
are adherents of a notorious deportee,and have repre~
sentatives in Nairobi as well as in the native reserves,
- ‘Whose effopta are devoted to undemining the loyalty
w population,and with this end in viaw,to
winning the official,headme
from the ignorant and fo
:ﬂ: great b.n’:f

n, :  Money ia’volledteds;
#re 1 ‘t’o;%b'el'l‘cm e
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The s4rong aotion takon by Government on the ooogaion of
the politiocal d;mtion li! 1922 had the effeot of driving
undsrground the politisal feeling which had boen running high
duﬂu that year. Oonsequently, in 1928, thore was little ex~-
preasion of open opposition to the authorities,

"Tthe year 1928 has happily been fres of any serious
politioal unrest among the native population, -
A few adherents of the Kikuyu ugftator,nmy Thulky,
who was deported after his aotivities hed culminated 4in
. the riod in 1922,8%111 endeavour to carry on propagania,
bus their activities are of oourse pursusd with, tor
seoredy. There is reason to believe st Thuku. A
carries on a continmuous correspondence with hig ipal
.t athisors through the medium of the Indlan !%heprs
a smayu." g

(Report of the Nabive affairs Dopartmeut 1923, Seot. 2,
paregreph 2,)

In 1924, whioh was a prosperous year,the poaition was a somewhat
stmilar one,

"The native population has rema ined peaceful ‘and one hopes
-oontented. The year has,indeed,been one which makes for
ocontent; the orops have been &®od and the prices for them
htgh;no epildemics have mela their appearance;wages for
labour have slightly inereased;and,perhaps in consequence
upon these fortunate ciroumstances,no political disturbance
have taken place,

It must not however be supposed that the gemsral
prosperity of a year has killed the awakening political
oonscience in the people: lightly to assume suck to be so
would be merely to oo nfess a misapprehension of the thoughts
anl aspirations of the rising generation....cc.eee.on,.

2ec+00sThe Whole of the Kikuyy tribe iz in a state of in-
tense anxiety about the secupity of its land temre."

(Report of the Nedtye affairs, Department,1924,Sootion 2,
_ haragraph 5), 4 :

In 1985, however, oppesitionwas again in evideme.

"Ihe year 1935 has been full of interest and not without
. -ika_prod » There have deen no political uphgavalps,
ﬁb-p’g{: 081 movements of any oonsiderable magnitude,but
. bthe gredusl development of rmce consciousness among vhe
DOOples hes been very ovident and thers huve not
sundry nenifestasions of a spirit of inde-
®d upon @ very inadequate oomprehension of

8 benofita that result fram the rule of oonstituted

1}

N



F. . Prcv’.ﬁlh ﬁr.n‘vﬂreat-‘li;‘,there were few mariYestations of
ppuuoam”iiiﬁvi*& among the Kikuyu, There was a lack of unity
between the various sections of the tribe; 1t was not a political .
ﬁnit. ¥uropean domination was acloepted in the Tace of superior
force,but i1t is probable that at ﬁh-'is time, the permanent nature o«
European rule and ocoupation had not been realised, The opening
of the people's minds was & 'gmdm Proocess. British administra-
tion made ti'airel safe and easy, The new fabo'ilities for trav-

" elling were extensively used by the Kikuyu and drought about a
‘hitherto unknown degree of intercommnication within the tribe.
The labour neé!is o.i' thé Colony drew large numbers to work out-

_8lde the Reserve_s,resulting in interiningling of the various 8ec~

}_\ \hona of the tribe,and in eontact with other races. The elemen-~

tary education Possible in the Miss ign sohvols brougfxt the young

the pursuit of o ¢omnon aim,nemely,as they them-
8elves put 1t‘ = "to progreas",

men together in

The Great War precipitated the

grievance, and in 19g¢-

22 the activities of tpe agitator,
Thuku,

Harry

were suffioient to orystalise the Poaition in the ninds of

= tfm ;fe'rople,dhu ©Voke a political oonao}mnesa.

, From ‘ﬁj._i;f;ume OTMARAS "the at¥itude or thewribe as o whole
‘might b;ba dhgertvppdaa one ‘¢ iﬁapidiona watohfulness, witn

4 3 h‘ ) 'i’,.v X”;im'éi“. the atlti'éu?e began to eXpress’ itaelr 1n
. 7 Belllenay %o oppame ocenatituted muthort ty,
o fn%u_‘ tendetioy 18 1ndtoated m th'e ‘amual re
,-:'4::a1f'?";iq};qmd§u 10 ‘Colony,

- The development or
POFt8 of the Native

vy . . . taone
- ) » . .
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to the new form,and any infringements ot the Looal Native
Ooune 1l Bye<Law whish are brought to ths notive of the,

;i ~Mhoutiga are dealt with, ’

L ih muﬁra i8:not popular among the tribes generally,
.but we are iritormd..tmt_ the young glrla—thsmaelvea favour
1t because 1t involves less suffering, The actlon of the
old irompn.ha-avar,;ilihtea egainst 1ts8 succeasful enforce-
meént,for they subjeot the girls who have undergone the mod-
1104 operatimn to strong vituperation,and there 1g no

evidence to show that 1t 1a ¥eing garried qut to any wide-
8pread degree,
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Native Councils of Fort Hall and Kitul have
carried the same measure, These resolutions

on receiving the oovering sanotion of the Gover-
nor-in-Counc 11 beoome legal and binding and dis-
obedience involves a Penalty,"

(Report of the Native affairs Dept.1926,8e0t ton 2,
pmm‘lf and 14).
This ruling howervet,althaugh mssed as stated by the
Loocal Native Councils,was not carried into effeot.
"Govermment have from time to time mde suggestiong
~-in baraza am through the medium of the Looal
Native Councils with a view to modifying the prac-
tice of female oircumoision., With the 6xcept ion

of tpe Nyert Couno 1l whieh refused to disquss so0-
intimate a Subjeot,all the Looal Native Cguncils

nothing was done to enforce the restriction l6
that 1t romineq prectically a dead lebter.(l)

under the reaolu*zion,and o women were fined
Shgs .30/~ each (Kiambu Criminal Cage No.l}z9)fcr
perfoming the mjor operation. Nobody was
Pleased, It was_at onoe apparent tmi the
Native Counsil had not md the People behind them

much indignation en the one side at the conviotion
anl on the other at the lightness of the senteme?

(Report of the Native 4ffairs Department 1929,
Seotion 2, paragraph 38,)

The quosation given above would 8eem to suggest that the
Adfniniatntim had at no time attempted to enforoce the ruling
of the Local N‘stive Councils limiting the opemtion_to 8imple
olitoridectomy, In Embu Distriet among tribes related to the
nknyu,ws are 1ﬁfomd that Bope progress has :P'een made in
this dlrection, ' 48 a result of the recent interverfion of the
Authoritlea, & number of €irla have been oiroumoi sed aocoording

:

(1) .We woula suggont tmt 4 Yernment was unaware that the
ruling was a "dead 10":1'. %1l informed .of the faot by
8 nimsionery deputation in February 1930.. See Seotion Vi1,

 (28) T™is was the oase which €8Ye Tide. to the mo-called o ipe '
o /

cumolsion’ issus, . See Section ¥,
i 4
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& Depandendiés 1n 1926,
Ihe Conferwmne oghinidered that -
-The 10 of 18 oirowmoision,which was

:3'1:- brutal fom.”

(Swmary o Prodeedings Seotion 10.£.)
In that year also,local action along the line of this
recommsndation was taken by the Admin stration.

“ﬁhgod at tl}o Confereme o:mrnon

of

T .Should not be interfered with,
Bt the respsotive govermments ooncerned should
¢ $0 persuade such tribes as praotised thé
radal foms of it to return to the mare anctent

"0lisercdeotomy of girls is a very ancient African
~oustom anl is pmotised by almost all the tribes of

Kenym. Great importance is attached to 1t by

seryative natives and it will tals many years to get
nattve public opiniom to view the practice with the
diafavour with whioh Buropeans regard 1§. Its de-
Yotees fimly believe that it is & serious disgrece
for an uno iroumoised girl to €ive ¥irth to'a child,
and the operetion is thus in their eyes an emmential

precsdent t0 marriage,aml the girls in mpst oases in-

sistently demand it, When the opration 1s confined
to the removal-of the olitoris,it wauld appear to be
:t&lul,ht among soms td bes,particularly in the

Prowinoce,it lms been carried to suwoh an extended
dogree as'30 effect horrible mtilation whioh, in addit-

ion %o causing acute suffering at the tifme,lesves

o Mﬂ;}z BUh 4 mass of soar tissue as t¢ remler
oﬁl‘ Yirth e ly diffioult and sevAously t en-

. danger the 1ivea of both mother and infant.

ha

"$o restr.
fom,whioh >

t



. bl
BYery girl howsyer on sitaining puberty
a:-‘_‘i'., ;’ti'-‘!.‘l;,ﬁj»p 81t ion- of 'a & ko
633 with 'whom she oohabits, .While this
#8 N0 t-appear to be condemned by local
ipinion 4t i¥ nevertheless oomsidered a dis-
St st lotesetony os o asaey ahe has
ndagone o 90 or to 280 operation
shen she 1s ulﬂufoz ente. The result is tht

when the girl finds herself pregnant her lover takes

her to a native “expert o have abortioR effeoted.

In some cases the result is the death of the girl;in

many others.the girls,after repested pre@nolos ani

nis-carriages,becomes inoapable of giving birth to a

living oh1ld.
rate is seriouns.
recéntly anl strong efforts are being made dy the
Administration to cheok the.ovill ’

The oonsequential effect on the birth
Some oonvictions have been obtained

{Repert of the Native Affairs Department,1923,Seetion

- 2,Paregraph 11).
"t_ummuion'or youth and oliterodectomy of girls are

-014 and established customs of the tribe. In view of

the impossibility of suppreasing the lalter horrible
practice except by a gratual process of education,

the next best step ia to get the oeremonies perfommed

at an earlier age, This has been done during 1984
in the Tigania Aivieion and in five loocations of the
Ingimbe division. It .is hoped that in consequence

there will be an appreciable deorease in the abortions

to which reference has been made in my report for
1983,amd that the labour supply from the dimtriet
will ‘be eugmented by the addition of the youths who
have now been o ircunciged.” )

(Rz:rt or‘ih Native Affairs Dept.1924,8ect10n 2
P GI‘D!I %), %

"The oliterodeotomy of girls is still almost universal

~among the Kikuyu and the parents will arently not
be moved ageinst the practice,though a few mission

1$9 ives stanl out against :l.tatbli’ is a cu;-
ear through the spresd o

3«- 1 passing amy of the

108 of Dnservativ 3 unteschadle




Gﬂ‘;ﬁnnpht haB ﬁhom,thi'ough publ {o documents,and by
attempbe to Testrict the practice,tmmt 1t 1e Pally cosntaaz
of-the hamful effeots of "emals oiroumisiont It pgq
helﬂ‘ﬁm uow‘ that the praétha 18 of 8o anotent an origin,
and go' intimately hou.ﬁd up with the social atn_mture of the
tribes which practise it,that {ta Q1isappearance can?only be -+

effected through a gradual process of eduwsation, It has
further held that the brutal mutilationg pPerfomed among the
Akuyu am related tribes are g jomparatively late develop-
ment of a muoh lesa drastic operation, Aooordingly,ccvern-

It must be pointeq out however, that it 18 not imown oy what
authority Government bases this view,nor what evi dence, 1 any,
» 0an be adduoed in {tg mipport.

"The Mezru pradtise DOt odrouminion of youths and
;olimmﬂﬂlg:‘“ in neither 0886 18 the
‘operastion ormed un$il qup;hi_,"ty arfter Tuberty,

i Lo ¢

3

{3): Boe belows Proswetings e’ the' Governor's Sontsrengs 1936,

-
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From 1920 onwards, Joint-conferenoes of Afrioe.n Chrigtians have.
met at various times, At these Ounfex’enoes the position with re-
gard to "rem.le olmumcision" has fr;n time to time deen reviewed,
and lppositlon to the pmotioe has been given repeated exprassion.

Compare the rollowing minute on "female oiroumcision" recorded by a

Ootober” 14th 1929, -

"The elders regret the aocousat ions being made throughout
~the country that 1t 1s only the Europeans who want this
/removed custom/and not-the Kikuyu, as Kikuyu,tliey desire to'regord
in these mimutes thad the deoision ia thelr wwn free wlu,nndz
not a matter of compuldipn by the Furopoanst

t speclal meeting of the 4ll Kikuyu Native Comference at Kemhti1 on

' :».é ;
f
The faots emumerated above ahow the nature and extent bt th.e

movement for the abandomnoxﬂ; of "female circumcision". Throughout

all 1t8 stages,it has deen ce.rnmlly 8sponsored by the Christian

Elders, who, 1% ahouj(l.nl)‘nnt be forgotten,lived always on good terms

"‘ave with their pagan relatives. Its growth has, been stea.dy. Despite

ghe sethaok of 1929, tangible results of 148 suocesaful effect are

/not lmklng. These_are evidenced in’ thawstill coneiderable number

pf gifs g().nnected with various Missions whn 46 not intend to under-

go the rite; in attempts whi(c); subsequent to 1929,were made’ to have '/

unwilling gifl o forcfbly mu.mnted in the st1ll increasing mumber )

of marriages of unolroumoiaed girls;and in the ‘existence of unoip-

oumoimed  girls in pagan’ homes. The existence independent bodies

of african opznloz\ ggaiplt the practice
the Press for the
5

.Shield l

B -—1’5 shown 1n the letters to
?rosreeaive Kikuya party, and the "comu of the

(See- 4ppomu.x 1Vs) ,and the hitherto:\mmbunha d.letter of

: el N

" [) atence of

dmtou J.n tho more o g
i

lefg w umg ¢

PIOETosaive areas,e.g, Chief Koinange £y

Philip a,Gide el e © 7
m.la.l'!qoike Bm’ on; also by, the egteem in Qirbho

iy »8olomon and others are A:em by 4
(2) Compare the dates given abové page k
(3) Up to the emd of Ootover 1989 ev of thege
girla l:l.d o
V. ;mn on %o Gover: t tor prntootion ‘for those u.nwiﬂﬂ@pva
_ .,o the n ?(:. &), T™is figure re resenty. '
D ibu ‘dutré::. z

It ﬂnm




thu.ogmtm Uattea i&ﬁtﬁ Baicmiwgo et Kambui in 1920, resulting
in the Africa Inland Mission,ths Gospel Mission,and the Kabete
‘ntation of the Church Missionary Sooiety following a line similar
to that adopted by the Churoh o Sootland Mission in l916,;“.orb1t!d-
ing the pm(tix):e within the Chumhns,md.‘ introducing disoipima

in regard to 1it. Later,with a view to obtaining complete unifor-
mity on this matter, the Representative Council of the Alliance of
Protestant Miss ions in Kenya reo nded the def inf te discourege-
momk of the prectice among all Christians, Again,in September,
1982, a further resolution was pasaed emphasising the neceas ity

ror(igniomriea using all thair influeme to get the practise
adolid ya,

s, e
In lqroh 1923, a committee wag appointed by the Representative
Council to deal with = ttors mlating to the custom,and it wag
further agreed that Drg +Philp and Jones should uni

pamphlet which would assist the Missions in enlig

te in Preparing a
htening their pecple™
on this subjeot,and that 1t 8hould be published in the KiXxuyy

o ) (4)
hngugga:v rr.nzilp, wapg also requssted- to_write an artiole for
"Enbui"",\ a Swahili newspaper Published by the Ewation Deartment.
A artiole was published in dw ocoume, 4fter some delay,the
pamphlet was printedaum widely disseminateq among the African
Ohristiang of all Missbns.
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.unu;y which was aohimd in facing the problem.

On Jﬂf 5th ;m 6th 1916, representatives,both European and

African,of the four Missionary Societiag working in Southern
Kikuyuland met gt Kikuyu to considor

the question of "feme 1o

olrocumcision®,

The mtter was thoroughly discussed but no dec-~
ision was oome to at this time.

The war then intervened,and no
meetings were helg until the
Miss lons Velunteers early in 1918,

further Joiixg) return of the M kuyu

Conference of Protestant Missionary
held at Kikuyu,

lon of girls in their Missions

,and that Governme nt

should be app-
for 1ts a¥5lition among

roached to 1 oglalate

the heathenn,
4 further o onference was oonvened at Kikuyu in~l9l9“for the

Kikuyuland firet met 8eparately,and Dr.Jones, from the 8xperience

gained in his medipal work,lectured to

both seotions on the harmfyl

made g profound impression on the
African elders, 4As a result,

effeots of the custom, He
4)

in Joint 8ession, a unanimous recommendation wag made for the abol-

itiwonl of the practice ana for disoiplina.ry measures to be taken
againet all Christians who should oountename it.

T Wikites o7 the meetTng—

(2) . . Voluntee;
(2) . EKikuyu Mimsions :.un

Following wupon .

testant My mions
9 (€ esolution otw%hw’
i & 8ee Eppendix,
» »(4.) v African atafel_? 't and
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During the years 1915 - 1926 the Re¥ . D.and Mrs JHooper of
the Kahuhia station come to realise the evils of the Custom, taught
against ‘it,sought to get their Christian Elders to take a stand
agalnst 1%, and co-omerated with other Missions in the Kikuyu
sountry with a view to its abolition in the Christian Churoh.
The remaining Churoh Missionary Society stath ons,however,have
- Aiffered fram other Miasions,in timt teaohing on this subjeot has
been intermittenmt, The absence of hdspitals on the CM.S.stations
in Kikuyuland,and: the consequent lack of conorete evidemse of the
evils of the oustom,which are supplied in maternity and gynecologi-
cal wark, has also been a handicaps A unifaeem polioy with regard
to "female oiroumoision” has not yet been adopted by this Sooiety.
48 © 11 be seen, howwei',rrom what follows,the Churmh Missionary
Sosiety, through 1ts official rep‘eaentatives,dafinifoly associated
1tself with other Societies in various Joint recommendations and
ezpre?ﬁ.one of opinion Passed from time to time in oondemnation or
the .oustom. Further,African reprasentativ?a of the Church Missi on=
ary Soolety in oconferences with Afrioans of other Chnrohss.hm

Joitied in definitely recommending its prohibitlon in the Churches
whioch they represented.
& .

2, _UNITRD ACTION BY THE MISS JONARY SOCIETIES,

. It should be clearly reslised that in dealing with this matter
thp Missiovary Sooieties have been working in olose assoviation.
Beglaning in 1916, the possibilities of walted aation by all the
Sooleties were from time to time considered by both African and
ll;om reprosentatives,meeting ioymtei'y and-conjointly. What
follows 18 an account of Q;CQ'L'”?tiul. It shows the degree of

SRPATe "Rapsod into heashen ractioces” (Mr.Barlows Memorandum
30,/ Mroh 41gsi5line)s. Angust, 1085, .

W

(2) Sso seotion 'y

&

(
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1321, whén the custam wa® forbidaen' within the mm&n.
; _éiou,ln:.lcr:*tluluu Was given;and here no leg-
WBaVever wis taken By the Buropean eloment. The
e Ve

i e B oy
. B ENSermisnion Coutergtine
“ “_ﬁgé(’h pimotioe £ 1

o s "

8,0n the return of their delegates frem
\ A ?
bl ‘1 1986 " _
A hdl‘l at m.in 1920 ded1ded to pro
RMIoh nembers, °

' fon has been active over a long period in educ-

ALNE 108 ghlen on o Question of "female oirounotsions,

© thle ﬂn.ton ;Jg,°nn° legislative aotion

t‘;h’ - '!l&‘ha !ho fo,&ohing ageinst the practice given by the Rev., .
;W@ Mrs Knapp achi evea 1ts end on November 13tn 1920,when 1%

; :gwqmn DL passed by tre Churon Counofl,a wholly African boty g *

- jﬁ!‘-"ﬁi},mxn_-gﬁato{ #h0uld be put out of the Goapel Missfon Church,

: mﬁtiﬁ& Wg W0 ofiroumoises his or

L8t vhe Gusep,e

In
wag at any time t;hen by

her chila should be put ocut

The 41501plire was not 8pecified at this time.

Sapveliven 198 14

; ’ﬁ. : m‘aqtimi’,hamv‘ar

,ﬁa 8gain raised by the Church Counotl and in

was finally setiled

that, "the Churoh would not

’ thute the Practiee

Fihin 1% Jurteaiotion,and the method of

“W8o1p1ine was 1afA' down."

HURGCH LISSTON

of¥he Chuxron Missionary Sootety has varted fram
‘The Xabets station hes areust a sinilar policy

Pentionet above; Washing agutnet tho preo-

-
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I 1915,453\@”1.““ wu znea anﬁat K
1n¢ the~ oporntion to be paghg,,wq oy mwua‘twe woman oiroumciser
en the luuion stati, thaut any of the ob’;aoﬁiona‘*le rit\ual

omtm. "

'L'hree girls were then qpsra.ted upon ?
Dr .Philp,who wi.tnused the operaticn, fcnni& it te
be 8o’ bmia.l ant revolting that this attempted compromi se wap

aba.na.m& f.nnhlth,nnn,from that time romrd. Dr.Philp pursued
an astive ponoy of hk v

PO %,w
.at the Wiasfon.

" Qa.tnst the oustom,an his inﬁﬁme

was successful 1n enli(htsnmg the Afrioa.nn Mobh nen .and waﬁn
as to Ma lllﬂtunm-

!In praotioa.l tmining t.f the hoaplhl—

drtqrammp’maymem. & .
¥arzo rarc‘m %o ahm,neamrea“wayé g’
ton’uou or the. custom as boh-hnona. AL *
ﬂou effect was glvhn o ﬂnqg ,dpy&om 4;}11 -4
3 : -ut ot debatca whioh took p,um a¥of g;t §




kter thi& tymf:t,er re-ined in a.beyunoe Tor a time. A& the
rgmzrﬁ of Itrioa,p J:sel:l.u,nnm reopened in a staff meeting on
\naroh 29th,1916,and 1t was referred to a meeting of the oomdined
,;ta.t‘rs of Kiluyu and Tumutumu,the Africen Church meanwh!le being

aakad. to make a definite pronouncememt on the mbjm. The

e

‘African Chumh»Comittoe met;and,by a majority, deoidqd tolraoorm-

o tho abolition of "fomele oirounsision" with'n the Church. The (
mating of the two nta.tfs followed at Thj_ka on the 21315 lﬂy,l?l& :
and t.hsrg it was deolded that,in view of this reoomennatioxs, v

"fomn 1o oiroumoiaion" be forbidden within the Chu:mh and with yho e
dpproval of the Afrioax(lz()}mxmhcmittee the Church m-%‘—

wore then amended as follows:-

"A girl who has been baptised and has mad,n public
~profesaion,or who 1s a migsion o arder,dr 15 the .
child of Christian pa.renta or 1s the protege may :

not be oiroumoised." i

It was further reoommended that:-

. ‘Chriutia.na ycatechumens, hearers »and dthers be faugh‘
p - -thw the r-iroumieion or girla is unnecessary,and . n
that i1 fe contrary tq the principles of Chr;stiamt,ﬁ'.
»

CHURGH oF scom_&m

!The history of teaching on ‘thia subjeot at Turutwm followed &
P 01 omuo to that nf,Kik:uvm Dr.HeR.A.Philp (1910-1930) was

L At firat medioa.l mimiomry in this part of the Kilmyu ocduntery,
He so?n oany b,p agal nat the evil effeots of "female cimumad.sion"
B H.‘hrnity wo& among. tlﬁ nkuyu..aml found that the operation in
this part or the oounﬁ.-y wae ‘a neverer one, thm et perfommel in
¢

the Kiambu umm,m that it was attended 'by‘ emu‘ Jagp"’disa’str:ég} |
v i 5 i R Asan ~ oy : : b . "r’;- L

S -4
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If i8 here necessary to point out tmt,in the early days of
the Missions in the Kikuyu country, there was no circumoision pro-
blem a8 1t 18 known to-day. Converts were in those days drawn
from among people who were already ciroumoised,~nd it was only in
lnﬁ_or years that the Church was faced with the neceasity of in-
troducing discipline. regarding 1t. The necessity for doing so
boo?u rlain when one considers the nature of the whole initiatory
p‘roovoaa. To sanction the full rite,with its obscene acoompani -~
ments within the Church would have been imposs idle. The Native
Church Laws therefore, inocluded d1isciplinary measures applicable to
cases for Christian boys end girls oiroumoised with traditional
Kikuyu r&la. Circumcision however,both male and femle ,mas per-
mitted under the conditions above,but growing sentimeont aga.inst
"femals oircumcision" in any form made this arrangement u.neatis—
faotory,am the qu.estion had to be reconsidered. Aocordingly.in
Jamary 1915, the Kikuyu Staff met to discuss the question,but 1t
wag agreed to defer action in view of, the sertous issues mﬁ'ol)l. ved,
The matter was then brought up in a further Staff meeting in
Septemer 1915. The ad.v:l.nbility of prohibiting the prastice with-

i in the Chumoh was discussed,tut tin deocision was postponed,peniing
rwm:- cmhuon with tho Arriou.ua.




By 1912, the teaohing hed begun to have an sffect on the minds
of me married Christian men and. their wives,and also on the
7mmg u.nmu-rled men and women in attendance at the Mi:}.on. In
view of this,in June 1914,when the oircumcision time arrived for
two girls who had been 8 long time in the boarding sohool,a meams
was sought whereby they might esoape the custem, The girla were
anxious to avoid it,amd as their parents were pagan,it was agreed
that nothing should be attemp ted. The African Christians had
been thinking the matter over independently. They agreed that
the time would come when they would be able to give support to
those who wished to abandon the rites,but it had not yet arrived.,
Ths therefore Teoommended that the two girls should be c¢ircumcised
unds* conditions whioh had been purged of the ir customary im-
puritios; - namely,that tie operation shoula not be perfaormed in
public: that there should be no dances: and that girl's "su;Engsrterd
should be Christian wamen, They were to be operated on,however
by the usual Kikuyu woman of reumeiger., The girls were oiroum-
cised in this new manner,and in the following yaar & further two
giris followed their example,

R In the case of boys,a similar compromise had already been
effected. From 1909 onwards, two oourses of action were permitted
for boye who were undsr Christian inatmotion. They might be
circumcised in hospital by the dootor or an hospital-assistant,or,
alternatively, by the Kilkuyu oimminer under oconditions similar
to those permittea for gitls. . When poasible (as when the oper-
atlon was performed’ in hospital) the tra.d.itiona.l operatian was re-
placed by the more simple and hyg:tanio Sn.hili fom. I'hiu i8 now

¢ ‘./‘ :

T

-
*ing the p eﬂm ‘the oiromzum opmtiqn ﬂe Aov=
‘sponsored by. two'older pedple. These peopls -ﬁu’ﬁm&

tors, !i'hq, also qot ag lponlon %0 the mitiate %
emony. :
lu.nidn reoordu. U A

3 il 5
o g
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e E;M’I OF TEACHING IN REGARD 7€ ¢ LH MO TS 10N,

Ao _OF '3C IISSIQN KIKUYU,

T.he prohibition of "female oircumecision" for churoh members
at Kﬂng"g was the mttxl;a.{’outoane of many years systematic teach-
ing against the ‘Pnobiue. It was not enforoced suddenly. Tha
Africans éo-opemted in every step,and,in some oases,as the follow-
ing acoount wiwhow,took the initiative in bringing about the

" prohibiti‘on. 7 )

Systema‘h‘ic teaching against the practioe was begun in 1906. ?‘

In thet year,Dr.John W.Arthur assumed oontrel of the Kikuyu Hos- -
pital,and he had ample opportunity,in maternity and‘ gynecological
work,of observing the evil effeots of the mutilatlon. He tried,

in those early years,to show the marrivd Christian hen and women

that "femnle circumcision" was not noceasax;y for chlld-bearing,

and,as proof of this,pointed to the cases of uric ircumciged African
mothers whoe, in Kikuyu Hospital,had given 8uccessful bdirth to

ohﬁic)iren. At this'tima,a.lao,[rs.‘l‘.‘ya%son (1899~1931) ,and Miss
M.3.5tevenson (1907-1930),first instituted boarding school brain-

ing for girls, In their work, they were early canfronted with =

the problems involved in "fema le circumoision",and,as a i‘esult,

definite teaching againat_it formed part of t};eir ocurrioculum.
Pr.Stanley E.Jones also (1914~1924) ,who was in oharge of Kilkuyu
“kfos;;ite:i. d.uring't.he whole period of his serviece,pursued a vigorous
oquni@ 0f teaching against 4he practioe,aml he was markedly
.auooeaaml in intluoming the' mlom Christians along this line.




wpon%.cnt,na thn~ eqﬁlt of npaoiﬁ.o tuohiu, ﬁu oﬂnrving ot
tho ovi.‘L q.ota o tire. mtom on thc‘:lr m,am the abseme of

to a0 with ib jmﬂu.
‘It tm %o ey that puor to: m’nﬁ.m abandomoent
“t "the. otrouncision® of women vy murmun m u:r:enut -
areac ns mt ‘a Muo of unrut. Exoept toz ﬁxo ¢
of the. rito u a nnuml smol by the nkuyu Uo ;
1ltim. 1% ;robably mm by now have )nn wmoly ab‘ndoned..
This taotlon, in spite of 1t pmtauad éima as to pmgrena,
education,and enlimtonnt,hga,thmugh its i.ll-n.d.vinod att-
~ iipde, done more $han tMMng else b delay the’ oumipnﬂon
-:ot Kiiuyu wimantiood.
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The lntter ,'uspmbles the Masat oeremonial, and pmbsbly has
a.ri,aen out or opntaota betweer the two tridbes in the past. Of
thea!,thq "Ki]myu" rom is reoogniaea,as baing the mare extreme,

 and tho mozv Lmunl in 1ts: ‘oeremonial. In the Ku:uyu £orm,

the olraumoiaed boya uul &11‘15 are made witnesseas of oi-ude ex~
hibitions of marital reh‘s:lonshtp a,\u:!.ng the post-d rcu.moision

oerunonies. This

coremoniea are Aocompanied. by fe 5{;. ng n.m beer-drinking, ant

in m mass émotien of the whole oooasion,temlvtb become
or‘gi‘a‘a‘tio. 3 - ’

. The perfarmance of the .rite was formerly gotorned by

i rentriotim a8 to time and pityal; e.geboys were initiated

1n mny undea severael years after puherbn gi{lu bafore)thn ‘
piaroing ot “the ears,4180 the rite of seoond Biwth werse esm-i_ff.
’brelimimries a girl whose mnsea appeared befare 0 1 '
ounet alon oould not then ve fully ‘inltiated, These res-’

tnotim,p&rtimhrly in datrmts tiogt influenoed by Vestern

oivilisation,are now tarning to beoome 1noparative.

i It is vory di.tﬂau.lt to usoonr what ia the moat ea-entiul
vart of the rites: The date available _would uoeh to suggent A
tmt the aomi operetion 1s but a ni:nor $hough euentisl rume
of the whoz.e,sna,u in the oase 6f the ua:mn 1t 18- probablo\( i

m.t it pousues ‘no relicim u!.gnu:lomo 'hatuoever. »
¥ crut mny u£~ tha mon mmm-a nkm rn.lue the
harm caused yy on-ominon -nd mmm oonnoote& with ‘Lo -
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the custom,am up to 1929 suffered no undue' peraecution,and .,

\ﬁ"l Sheir non-oonpliame with tradition aroused no widespread mani-

5

!twﬁm of opposition, | \
" On,'the other ham »08888 are on record of strenuocus oppca-

1tion being offered to attempta to abolish or mod ify t.he practice.
Among the Kihwu the attampt in 1929, to secure anfomement of
proteotive legialatian for those desirous of avoiding the ocustom.
was made the starting point of the dilsturbances of the ensuing
period. A further case of opposition to the suppression of
initiatory practioces may be found in the mashinations of the
"Kakian Association” aga inat the Church anmd State in Ct(a]f;m
(Dutoh East Indies). In these cases,however, it is diffieult
to show thet the opposition was to the attempted iuppressi‘on of
initlatory practices as such, since,in Béth,powerful political

anl nationalist faotors werc in operation A welle

ORIGIN AND CHARACTER 4MONG THE KIKUYU, *

It 18 a ourious fact that few peoples practising circum-

-01sion have any theory er legend as to its origin. The Kikuyu,

who praotiee both manle anl female forms are ungble' to adm:loel any
oconvinoing reasons for elther. They sometimes assert ﬁhat the
practice of female otrgumoision is essewtial to child-bearing,
but adnvoe no u-gunent in support or this.
Two foma of both were,and; Dguaot to the qualifications
giﬂn gouw stil.l are ymﬂneﬁ - "gha Kikuyu",and "the Masai'.
K M . 5
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are sunetimes ‘rémarkable,but show a deerease in those qualities

after circumsision., This 1is espacially

80 1n the ocage of girls,

Over against what 1g 8ai1d above

regarding the Psyohological

effeots of the rite,it is well

t0 noto that an investigator has
rocently given hias opinion that on psych-~

~pathological grounds

the determining factar

in this arr~st of dovelopment g not so

much the sexual breparation by oxarple and precopt,but rcaction

to the actual operation itgelf rfermed, as ii is at g CT‘itiOii];: -
(2) ’

—_—r
epoch in 1life, s r

It is held by many that tae ci

Touncision cercmoniosg are

80 bound up with initiation into fun1 tribal status as to mako

tho:. esscatial to sccial stability,

Cases of its adolition or

X110Wn. Bofwoen 1815 arg 1930, the

’, abandonme nt, are,however, not uni

constant fignting cauged by

tho irvasion of the low countey

plains in Sonth Fast Africa ty Manukosi the Ngorl goneral.led 4o

| the disappearance of circumcis

lon among the peoples fnvaded,

i Again.among one of tle clan ETOUDS 97 the Thonga,~ reumeis:on ag

abandened prior to the arr ival or lianukosi, am they were called

"the cowards" 2y the other olans,who said they feared the surcsr
a

- 3
ing whioh it entailed. 4gain,among +hn

ulus, towards the niddlo

0of the 19th cantury,n

male circumoision was abolished by Chaks:it

did not

4)
£1t in with ths ne-r military system he had inaugur'atcd.

The abandonmont of thig

rite does got appsar to have had any

adverse effeot in the social 8%abllity of theso tribog. Anong

the Xikuyu.at the- present day,numbers of g1irls have foregono taa

(1] Tompare “Kaf:ri.r Socialism", Kidaad Part 2 ﬁEd;uoatic.n of tha
' Kaffipn,

(2) The payohologioal aspeot of ciroumeimion ¥.Jago

Kenya Med «Journal Vol. 5.No.l.
-~ {8) T"Life of s Snth 4frican Tribe®. Junod,.Vol.l DPl5 & 72,

(4) Ibid. Vol l.;Q,'IB. also "The Essential Kaf:fu'" Kidd.p,206,

/PN
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loub*tml ,rangim aigx(x:}..)ﬁoama. In the case of females,
apecd.ﬁo reuou ‘Por the rite are advanced by some of tho trives
which pmtise it. It 18 suggested that the practice is a
meana of deoreasing;semm_l pnésion in the female,and thereby
preserving virginity,or aga_.in,;;mt 15 18 a measure of nedessity
to preserve extra-maﬂ;{al ohastity by the temporary olosure of
the va.gim. It 15 sometimgs: derinitely perfomed whel‘e the |
parts are hypertrophied or where stenosis (nmowing) has taken
plaoe’- in both cases the edd in view 1is to facilitats mu(t‘sl

' r'elf(a.tions. Again it is held,ns among the Kikuyu that the prao-
tloe 1s mdess&ry for child-~bearing.

It has been sta*ed that,whore initiatory in character,
the rite is usue.lly acoompanied by definije instruction on soo-
ial mtters. “Among the Kikuyu however,ligtle,if any,specific
instruction is givaon, On the other hand ,the ingidental teach-
ing of viuage life ,amd the sex appeal of the dance-aong,begun
{in emily oh.tld.hood. and oulminating in the emotionalism of the
oimLmiaion oeremony,undoubtediy constitute a full preparaticn
.for sémial 1126  There is 1ittls doubt shomever, that this pre-

' para'tion is osor¥upting in 1ts effoot and. ,moreever nsychologi-
oally dangerous in the undue emphasis cn sexual li“” which 1% .
engenders in the mind of the 1n1tiata. ' : % L

"‘he alteration whioh in most cases takes plaoe in -mental-=
ity after ¢ircumoision when the operation takes p‘lace at or abov+
puberty 18 woll knowh. Uno imumoim d ‘boys and, girla axhibi‘

a rapidity of compre.hensiun am vimitv of expression which

[§ 3 Ibid. pp.6ee.
(& TWid.. pp.669.




lo;8ugh . o$r¢m i
xm\n bhough the - qpo!-ation

knm,\mt only among primitive peoples,
! Ml. yhio;z Hsve reached a high state of oivilisa-
y il.h w-lo ﬁ’m"fa by far the more gommonly practioed, the
:toph mxnldﬂ ‘aoing im.tenﬂy a lster( g?velopment meaut to
become eomparable to oiroumcisiom-of the male, Its origin,
amd the motives. for 1ta oontim.oa. Pmotice,are acomnted for by
mny am.n‘e moriu,only aan of whioh are even partially
.sniﬂfuﬂwy. ‘n\d odgensus ot owinion howaver,sem t0 suggert
'um; all mieuea or both male and remle oimmmisim are
ultimatoly retuoibld to\m oa\uoq, nanu.y,(a) saorifioe aig.
‘ unumnuon of the rcprodnotin facultgiin,and (b) intt1ation
"J.uh mlm ntnriu un M h‘ibnl.riqhh. lmmm- ey
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Opera.ﬁi.on"
"It involves the, e

ond” ,ﬂl ti‘\at e Mati
, abave gxny Jueti®ien bre aetmitio aaggea‘sed by bhe lp,te H
A a Miss Maricn S.Btevenson of %he Chureh of Sectland Mlaeion iq
'[A Kenya,after mary years' work among the Kikwm .vomen,-namely,
"The Sexual Mutilation cf Woman. ’"h: 8 term was adoptefl ]
by the- Kenya Missionary Oounoil in 1929 as nonveying a, truer  °
ne 1&9& o:‘ the ne.tu.ze oz the operation than the custemary ex~ | -
B e presuloﬁ “;e’ma.l.e cirdumoia!m" ; ; . o ) - 2
| | o, 5 ‘a 3.( ;, . In ;‘ace;xt geara 1* has beodme the praotice among
e ,.mr‘opoam to refer 5o a° "lla,}or epération",and a’ 'fmnor
ruf i .g;ifémo,%«ﬁa mim In o’rinal Y
St

u&%ﬁef m me&l‘ np;e%x;,_jb have bemo prevalont’ tmy tmﬁa

J.




"k ytumn Oonfomo. R’blicnion of' m ruclqtiqna in :
e fhaniss  The Kambu é in Kambui case, DT.
) ) ¢ A ] ng;‘in ‘:ha :E:z l. e ep 11«.1 ﬁ.‘tit\mp of

. B ¥ the'Kikuyu De soclation: the ssive -Kikuyu

!;u -Assooiation: the Oonvcution ot Azeooiutlons'

East African Women's Leagus. - The petition and the condihl
- Hn. the 7 Ohocoz'il. " The "Vowa".  Attitude of the
i NS tian Elders,’ 2
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