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B. The Chupoh of Sootlund Kl^lon. 
and lha Ooapel aiaalonory Sootety h«T« 
tha orltloal sitimtion <rhioh has 
Ohuroh of Scotland Ulaslon, 
for speolal orltiolam. 
and In partloular, the laadtr 

are^aaid to hanre launohad

tha axrloa Inland Ulnlon 
been aoouaed of oaualn^ 

been outlined ''The

In partloular, Iim been adtvled out
The European leader^ of these Klaalona, 

of the Church of Sootland lIlMton,^
an attach on nati»e. oustcoa la Septr

eoiber, 19B9, bythe sudden Introduotlon of leglalatlon prohibiting 
Thla alleged 

la aald to hare been the root of the orlala.

"fenale olrounolslon” within their Churohas.
sudden attt^

■e are of opinion tint the preceding ebaptera will ahow 
aroae.nob from a audden attaoJc on "fenla olr^tint the orlala

ouwolelon" by the European leaders 6f oertaln African Obirotea,
but froQ an attaoh on tnese Citurohaa by a polltloally-aOngag
body of younger Kikuyu, , ‘1

Wo reoogniae. howsrer, that Thla,popular'view regaklpi '

frou Btatements made In 
oertaln publlo doomients, notably,ttie (Kenya) Hatlro AffalnP

T-

the gauae of the\o*lBl8 gains support r.

i
Eapartoent and Ednoatlon Depa3?taaent Heporta'for 1929,aid 
iotfle -ifrloa

the
View" by Jdllan Huiley, 

that'the preoeAlng oJ^V^ara require supplementing by
. i' In Tlaw of this, we feel ‘ 

. . a farther
dtateaent, •InVrfter to explain the dleorepanoy between the 1

J ^ aooouii t oontaliMd in' Bemorundum
I Ih theaf atore-MWadd'AwrtoentB.

w9 ^eawour to atapw wherein these are In arror.
■ • vV'-. '

A

and tlBt given or snggeated
In thia section, thorefore,

, -i,

■ ■

a Chao.2 Par.A
pf the native
Utj^/Kmce aroused 
HP^ept, by the

,ve ouatoi’orrf olroumolaion.^T aotoh
to"r/i

M
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th8"proinlnent miaelonary" referrol to,did u£l "launch 
attack against the natlre oustom of olltorldeotomy* at this time 
or any other time, joiy action ifcloh he took In this connection

a sodden

was neoessltated by droumstanoes.and was at no time "sudden". In 
the detailed report of the situation which appears 
of Chapter E headed, "Klk-iyu JroTlnoe" 
hlB alleged attack as having taken the fom of "suddenly reiulrlng 
all hla oiuroh elders, on pain of expulsion, to'elgn a p^er re­
nouncing female oIroomolaIon". 
true that at the station of the 
elders were sEdced by the African rirk

In the Section 
and which Is reproduced below.

•M

this was not the case. It Is
Kikuyu Mias Ion, all the church

Session to reafflnn verbally 
their loyalty to the church law regaodlng "female clroumolsion", 
to which they themselves In 1928 had agreed. This,ho waver, took 
place In the middle of October,and was not the cause,but™ result 
of ttie crisis, wliicb had become by the end of September, as Is
show In the quotation which follows. r-

S the a consld^ble stir and upheSkl ■
minnr ..^1 psTts Of Kort-HaU,aikl to a
Mmlt dlatrlot. The trouble arose as a

leaders of the Ohuiqh of
^dla^.lUwdo^U^, in connection with the nte of

-uommiLvs.hi»v. A * ^ exception of the Nyarl;«oun9^,^hloh refused to dlgouss so intimata.a aubjeot

*T**?^® restrtotlon so that it renlnsd practically a

the

-■/K" oxm

oiamolaloud

JV'*'

5.'

'
2‘S"'. i€ ^i•s.
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dead lettsr. (1)

In April, 1989, the firat proaeoutlon (Z) took 
place \mder the reaolutlon, and two waaen were fined 
She.ao/- eaoh (Elambu Criminal Caae lIo.l/89) for per- 
fonning the major operation. Sobody waa pleased. It 
waa at onoe apparent that ttie Hatlve CounoU had not 
the people behind them when they paaaed the reaolntion 
and tiiare waa much indignation on the one aide at the 
oonvlotlon, and on the other at the lightneae of tto 
aentenoe.

/

The Principal of the Chnroh of Sootland Ulaalon 
Kikuyu, suddenly took the oourae of requiring all his 
chnroh elders,on pain of expulsion, to algn a pmer 
renouncing female olroumoialon. The Africa inlaid 
and Gospel Mlsalons followed hie lead. It Inmedlately 
became apparent that these bodies had undereatlmated 
the hold which this anoleilt oustoo had upon tha people 
even on those who are profeaded Christiana. Him ’ 
tenths of the

About the 12th Ho-rember, the Church of Sootlard 
Mlsalon followed up Its original action by dismissing 
all outsohool teachers who would not sign the pmer.
^y, this action it Icat four fifths of Its sohnol ohlldien.

rsgatlons deserted the Churohss.

(1) When a deputation of missionaries from the Kenya lllsalonary

to discuss the "olroumoialon Issue", the Officers of OoTOrinent 
eiqiressed surprise when Informed by the deputation 
liooal Hatlve Codnolls' Resolutltohad not beai enforoed.and 
was.in faot,"a dead leUer". This, we submit,indisate 
past attitude of the Department bf Hatlrt Affairs to~the 
cueatlon of "female oIrcumoldion"'. It is implied in this 
Report that Government had reasons for belietvlng that an attempt 
to enforce the Resolution would ea/-ai«er the peace of the 
Oommunlty. Ulla, hoTOver, surely gains no support from the 
above evidence of the foot that Government believed It was 
being done.
Although the oaae referred to in the latter part of this 
quotation was the first conviction In Klombu dlsttlot, we are 
InforoBd that others had previously taken place in another part 
of-Klkuyu Provinoe, namely,Bnbu dletttajt, where the Distalot 
Omoer had artempted to,enforce the resolution.. It appears 
tnaj^ln thlSj^ttemit, he has met with a oansidsrable measure 

Seotloa pj..) We oonsidsr, there^iirt, sinoe 
one Offc|per in an outlyln»f)iatrl>at of Kikuyu Pi-owino* has 

, .JaM BUooeabful in, enforolng thp .Resolution,;'thSt we may ieig-
^^dfiaaflitrlotB Sher^bu^l^fraJ^j^^hsd taen'^aTOlls^?**

^ . ...

that the

8 the

(2)

I ‘

■ A.'

I
. }

[«■ ■ ^ i/ v
'■f' -ih ■ ■
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Ihe pooltlon In tha Afrloa and Oo^el

UlBBlona wae even warao and by the end of the year 
of a moTement towarde eeparatlon 

both In ChurohoB and In aohoola.
We must point out that the atatementa 

three paragraphs are Inoorreot.
oontalned In the latter^ 

In the flrat plaoe, as has alrecULy 
been stated on page 68, the Churoh elders were not suddenly re- 
(juired to sign a paper renouncing the praotioe of "fenale oir-
ounoiaion". Again, the Africa Inland and Gospel Hisalona did

not "foUow hia CBr.Arthur'a) lead", but tooi: Independent action. 
(See Seotion T.), "2Iine tenths of the o oigregationa" did not

It is true that, in the Churoh of Sootlaid. 
Mission at KlJcuyu, and the Africa Inland Miaaion at Eijabe, nina- 
tentha of the number on the Communlou roll were suspended from 
CoHimmlon, but the oongregationa of these Ohurohea

"desert tiie Churobea".

were not affect­
ed in a similar degree. Furthermoro, in the Goapel Mission,the 
largest number suspended from Coiamiuion during this whole pwrlpd 
amounted 1S8 but one-fifth of the total membership.*' At Kaniaul.the

--------  the Churoh waa totally unaffeoted.
Regarding the statemait as to the dismissal of teachers.

main station a

when the Churoh of Scotland Mission at JCUcuyu deolared its position 
early in October, twelve teachers who did not wish to sign left 
of their own aooord, while others signed. Ihe zenalnler were given 
to the beginning of November to ooneider tho natter. By tint time, 
it had beoome obvious that,owing to the misrepresentations whloh

had been made,there was a fear of signing any p^r. .Ihe nmatn- i 
Ing te^hsra, tbjlirefore, were slmplfr asiced If they had tihB

Itlilag tft take ths vowagslnst "femls olreumotsl on "required 
Hy the African'Ohunii,

n OP

fie re

AS they readily assented^^they vere reta tried 
This In all that has tieen -requlred of azy teaoher

^ -

alnse that time. 4«ain, at up tlmo,dld the Churoh of Scotland *
■■; ■>

Kikuyu, lose'four-flftha of Its sohool ohlldran. - It load,
1 ^ '

i.
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In the first inetanoe, fifty-three per cent of the ohiiaren on 
ite Bohool roll, but within three months this loss 
oreased to forty per oent (See Section VI.)

had le-

/
The last paragraph of this auotation Is,we presume,In­

tended to mean that the Africa Inland aid 
more than four-fifths of their school ohlldren. 
the oase.

Oowel lasal^ons lost

Ihls la not
Aoourate figures are not available In the oase at

the Africa Inland Mission,but we are Inforned tlmt the loss 
never eioeeded fifty par oent. In Ihe Oospel Mission It was
twenty-five per oent.

In view of the fact that yearly returns are made to the 
Mduoatlon Department, and that 
been supplied at any time by the Missions

aoourate information oould have
ocnoernsd, we are at 

a loss to understand why these damaging Blsstatenents have
beeh’ made. Ve are, therefore,!oroed to the oonolusion that in 
view-o^lts Inaoouraoy and personal refersnoes,’this Heport is

Buoh as la ezpeoted from thenot an impartial statement 
\ ponslble Head of

rea-
one of the main Departments of Oovernaent. 

2. Henort of the Muoation Denart»«t|t, £9.yy.A.

Of Sootufnd-Mljplsn took t««^ 
deoision that they would not allOM teaaSrs to^^-*

tet '

✓
I ,

that a nmnhep o 
.and l^aae aohop

Me must poljtit out); that tto 'deaiBlon" meforxad 
. 41d not a„^ to the <W«h of , _{

^ , but only to the rUwyu- «•, Ohosorla »
nedsij^Bldatsd by o

f

to abof e
^■;E

tt the ThsnitnlQ sta^^#^ ' -/

lif# tlfue Vt at Mikuyu

r*,.

^tam of ughodlmfho notion waa

y

• rfe
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.-f
■1>*t^B-.»er8^ *»^Oliool»-*rer» trsnsowurlly boyootfaH^it In oot 
«(8nF«oV:i« Btete that "f aanW of aohoolB were laft wtlfeoat 

fk'-^hBBe BBlioole wera oloaea". 
a •* aao^BBheoX,

in «kB 'tipWne. litar, oBBrUtlln Bohool» trare (HobsA sv-
^ I^B^OliB a^tB» BOBBIllt%ti(»l tllB

iA«iaicW#n«i.

l >•-■•

At laaat two isaohoza.^ :^, 
auA. no outBohool wbb olbBeAlat': MiiA^'■-

.1 •

aii»'an^loB^f aptni^

. of a OowavoBant Bejaztoen^ t^.V
zaj^MtatBati. of tte att|*a4s of tha Ulatlon.

At <«?%*«» ‘f«pl#l;teal teliBfa" bgr, Its- taaaha.ra tf ■ 
8VB«r tMhlS' ttO; Zlij^ ■ Qlb ■■ -t';
^as'to BOjrt^WiiPAlHW'liaUB^.oz^Bs at^ni ^Ba'Vi

’, ■■ ' ^Zoai to'daaanijn^t it. A
«i4 i^z »aa atlzn^ .hot^a4|^.dOt«ta ttemaalrai. fro^, the 
Ukujtn Oenteal AflBooiatloarf oz tha ttoa’bala^.not tvia a aasKe 
to oizrtzol tholr polltloal TlBwii hvijt haaMUia tl^ Chuzoh,lt was 

, ^Uarad, waa being attaotad at the lniK|bl«a^ldll of thla'poiltloal 
The aotlon taken waa a «aaa^ of defeapa

' X. I .,
■*s-

i '
< • ■•<r.

?■-.

ott^.■*■

p r
■ ^ ■I t

■ i"
,■' V ' ■

, gratBltoua in ttta Sapoz^ '
It ae a adzloaii jai*- . - 

Tha dahaild foZ ‘

- t.

1

•‘■mp

-t ?
■* ^■•%•■

>: -; ■> ^
s
»

'• •■'(

aseoolatlou*

i r\. ■:
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aA atteatit to force the Churoh,f or politloal reasona.to abandon 
a prlnolple taught and maintained for many years on apipitual 
groiuide*
0« ^AFRICA VIBW" hv Julian Wii-rToy.

In "Africa View" by Julian Huxley, the stateiaantfl re- 
laMng to the Bo-oalled "olroomoiaion iaeoe" are oortalnei In 
Ghapter ll, entitled,the "Itese of Be Ing Mlsunderatood".

Hojiley Bites the oriels of 19*9 as a oonorete eiamjle'of "the

-
/

dltfloultles and dangers dijt^erent In trying to hrldgs in

ths gajp hateeen tro dlsBarate rays of imng"._ hb states 
that ,for_ ^e facts of this tooample he has been permitted by 
Br,li.3.B.Leakey to draw on the raanusorlpt of a forthoonlng

over female Ini^tfa*- '

one

arttele in ^Afrtsa" regarding the "trouble 
tl^^rttes". At; the tine of WTltlng,howaTer,thia article has 

,not ytt hpiJiared In "^^floaSfe

' ^hls BhPle ehtBte'r 9f Mr Jinkley'
•by s ^josetete'of Btattoete teloh, la partlpularly regrettable 
Ih a bo^ thloA'Trtit'.J^jre^d^ by^nany as soiofatlfioaUy 

' aos'^atei Detali^'^te^ion Is Impossible within tbs 
of 4ls doeunent. an4 tehtf^iLi|igly, we dssl only i^th auoh , 

tei<*^-,to the "Qiroumolslon fsBue".

-Kroi^le osier fonala inlt-" 
Ltewing-'-f or soma time atohg iie

'■>''the following is takan, '*

atfeaf
. ' 5^1a statement is untrae.' «e toupi yoint has ’

been no ohange of attitudor^on Ihe pert^f the mJsBionaries 
oemedj as may be seen from a study of Section V.of this 

, Membiundum.
wBsi—‘-------- ----- -------------------------- :•

boolE oharaoterfWed >8

scope

'r4.

.'■P

, >,/ ..

Sk;?
andiaw,. 
appoarB.:‘to .r- :

oon"-«

'kmJli i A
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4«aln on page 194, the following atatementa are male:-

"Inltlation InvolTea eeveral thln^. It involvea a 
lengthy hut aporadio oourae of eduoation In regard to natur­
al phenomena: a oourae of 'aex-lnatruotlon' whloh In some 
reapeota might be oopied with advantage by our own eduoa- 
tlonal authorltlea; the inouloatlon of varloua aoolal and 
individual virtues,Inohiding respect for tribal elders, 
tribal ouatom and authority. And it also Involves a 
phyaioal operation whloh la the outward ai^ visible Sign 
of the passage from one stage of life to tte neoct.and the 
endufanoe of whloh with fortitude la a fitting symbol of 
leaving ohildlshness behind."

/

Such atatements as the above ooulA only be based up"n 
oomplete Ignomnoe of the faots.

We are of opinion tiat Mr Jlutley would find It dlCfloult 
to substantiate these statements by speolflo details of this 
"lengthy but sporadic oourae of eduoation in regard to natural 
phenomena", or the "oourse of ' sex-lnstruotlon' whloh "he urges 
In some respeota might be oopied with advantage by educational 
authorities" In England.

WMhs It la true that among oertain trlber in Africa and 
elsewhere, "oiroumoislon sohools" exist In oonneotlon with in't- 
latlon wherein definite instruotion on sexual and aoolal matters 
Is given, we have no Jcnowledge of the existence of suoh an in­
stitution among the KUcuyu.

It is possible, however, that by "lengthy but sporadlo 
o^rse j^eduoatlon In regard to natural phenomena" Mr.HvLilay 

‘ refe^ to those teachings whloh, among the Ellcuyu, as among ai i 
other peoples, ace Imparted In the ordinary course of home life. 
Ihere' Is no evflienoe to show that there is any connection be- 

Incidental tsSachiags and ceremonial Initiation.

Bb 1« further possible that by "opursS'of 'aex-inB|u<^t^oif»W ' 
he refers to the actual oiroumoislon oeremonlis. It Is' true 
that the oiroumoislon oeremohles from their nat'^','oi>toubtedly 
emph^es sexiu^ conversant with the faots

.*
%

^f-

■ ^
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would assert that 'iustruotlon In sex' along the lines 
Kikuyu olponmolelon oeremonles oould he 
to the partlolpators. 
vatloa, and froii an examination of the 
factors Involved, la all to the oontrary.

On. page 195, the following statement

"(Mleslonarlee of the Church of Scotland) warn
schoolmasters In the schools of*th^

served by this mission".

This statement Is also untrue.

of the 
pursued with benefit

The evldenoe, both frcm aotual obser- 
psyoho-pathologloal /

occurs

big area

The mlaslonarles
od were not Inelstlng that ttie Ir native sohoolmastere 
sign a dosument pledging themselves to

0 onoem-

should 
work against femle4-

olroonolslon nor were any of the outsohools of the Church of
Scotland Mission olosed In the first Instance,(See page 73). 
Further, the "big area" referred to Is only tint of the Ulsshjn 
in the Klambu district, and represents not more than 
fqi^rth of the total

one
urea served by this lUaelon in the Klicuyu

country.

Ones more, we hawe to regret that Mr .Huxley did not 
avail hlnwslf of the opportunities presented by his visit to 
this o(totry of ascertaining the true facts of the oase.

k

■■

■ ■'

- ■ ;■«>:

' 7' ''■■'iV
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A Brief Statement In non-teohnloal lan^unce 
regaraing the Medical aepeota of .Female & Male C J. roumo 1 el on 

and Clltorldeotomy.

1. imilALB RlHCaCISIOM.

This operation oomprlBes outtlntj away the Inner and
In Its eerereetouter soft parts lying round the hlrth oenal. 

form,the outting extends in front up on to the publa and into 
the birth oanal Itself, 
much of the normal elaatio tissues of these parts,and by an un­
yielding ring of hard fibrous tissue.

The result is the replsDement of

These parts are highly sensitive and the outting onuses 
great agony. The following rosults of this operation have 
been seen by one or oilier of the undersigned during medloal 
practice In the Kliuyu Province.

Of lesser evils, Infeotlon of the bladder with darker 
of spread up to the ildmey. Sterility owing to Impossibility 
of sexual Intercourse. Plastic operations have been fre­
quently performed by us for this condition.

lThe most serious results,however,ooour during ohlld- 
It should oe remembered that at the birth of thebirth.

child's head extreme stretching tates place,especially If 
there Is soma abnormality in the delivery. Ihe^rd fibrous 
ring resffl-tlng from oiroumolsion hinders this stretohlng so 
thst (.1) the- delay, especially In first births,leads tn some 
oaSes to lais-ndeath of the g^lld. (2) Suoh delay where sklUad 
help Is not aau^t.ie treated in certain dlstrlots by Inelslons 
by the wcmen attending. These are sometimes made so that the' 
bowel passage la out into and the patient cannot retail her 
motlofas. In all oases the wounds-become septic and Inorease 
the dai)ger to infeotlon Ineide whloh may be fatal or lead to 
prolonged suffering and sterility. V?e have treatiad many 
first births where owing to female oiroumclsiou the child opuld 
^not hpve been horn without wither tearing or inolelona.V',

✓
Anottier evil result oi’fhe" frequent delay at ttie outlet 

as desorihed is that ln,.oertai#-dtotylolie, ait the toast sugg- 
,^lon of delay the oid^wgiwh'ibate ddep and often unneoeBsary/ .1

w, nr-
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No 00 rre8poi3dJ.;ig advtmtagM oau be argued In faTonr 
of feDale o iraxmolelon.

We oonslUr, hoae^er tint the affeot of male olrotM- 
^liberty Is bad psyoholti^laally and, for Ifali^ reasco 

we prefer tbat. If olrounolslon Is to be psrfoimed at ally 
It be done In Infanoy.

(See alsoDr.Jago K«H.J>for refenen^e on this polnll •

01Sion at
..d

■A

-■ ■'TiMCLIIDEIDtOKyr riiIbis operation oonalats In the removal of a BimU 
extramsly sensitive' organ ).ylng between the soft parts in. 
front of the birth oanttl and In olose apposition to the

Xhe objeotlons to Its ireastal
-vil

opening of tbs urinary oanal. 
medloally are:-

blfftoulty of limitation of the operation to the ■ ^
olltorlSt Owing to proximity to the urinary oanal < iv-iS 
only a medleaa man operating under^tbe best oondltl(^s 
of light and posture oould avolU. Injtwy to oanal* , ^

banger of Sepsis, inn hiding loolc-Jaw'.

Oreat pain involved in oittlng away so sensitive.an 
organ.
Bad psyohologloal effect oruglrds of drawing.attention 
to sexual organs at this psmlouler time of life.

. li

(1)

(2)

(3)

. (d)
-i

Although this organ Is net, as Is errpBeously euppossd 'I 
the nal» seat ,of sexual gratlftoatloB, It eartalnly 
oont^butea to this, whloh mates Its uansoesaary.'^ / 
excision all the more Indefensible. , ,

(6) ■

. / -^OhaU

John W.Arthur, K.B. 
l,01lTe irvule, K.D.

r ■ ■
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(^a<ce 16t)6. M^tea of thd H.Oniinnu aiat AimuBt & Znl Seul.

Clroumolalon ofTea^aB. The foUovang repolutlon waa unan- 
Imouely posaea, that,having heard that the luaatlon of the 
op^ouDaiiloa of glrla >iad been reojened, the R.ff.reafflrmed 
Ita atrong oppoeltioh to thla brutal and needlesa ouatom and 
oallad upon all mlaalonarlea tc uae their Inf Inenoe to get It 
abolished. They Instruoted the Secretary to aend a oopv of 
this resolution to r® fosentatlvea of the non-allyli® Soolet- 
iea assoolated with the Alllanoe.

Crxe 16).

/

1, Minutes of the. Representative Counoil 6/7th Karoh.mn> •
The R.C.decided to appoint a amll 

_ 0 thla natter and inrlte the non-allled
_ I«as to co-operate and that thla ooMBlttee report to the 

drawlng up a plan of action; the HiO.appointed the 
fjUowing: Br.JonoByOhrilliiian,Dr.BlaJ«dlBe,and Cui»n Healey 
wtm power to do-opt meubers of other Sceietles.

irO £0

r i She R.O.reguested that In oanaultatlon
li* fir Jhilp write a booklet on thla subject wltti

obJ«tt)f assisting societies In the matter of educating 
subject,, and that It should be published 

in Knnjrd: also that he write an article for "Habarl".

°5»^r?nfett”pref^°ly^°°* th If
itotributlon throughout tlia KDcuyu Reserve, the 

rwious MlaalonSjOenoernad to be ashed to state how maiy 
copies they oan dispose of, when an estimate of tto coat has 
been obtained.

a. Kenya Mlaalonary Couno ll.lSth-Zlat
irnyEiaiS
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1. Two political aaeoolatloas oaoe Into being Jn 1981.

One of ttieae the Kikuyu Aaocolatlon of Klambu Cl strict, had 
aowotnment Headmen m Office bearers,and was sponsored by 
ewtaln deadly mlselonarlBB. Itms officially recognised by 
ooTernmei* ll) during that year. The other,the last Africa 
Association,composed of younger Kikuyu wlttx a sprinkling of 
ower tribes,was foimed in Halrobl during the early part of 
* . year (8), Both Associations,in view of their oobBon 
grlevanoes.were at first not Indisposed to ally ttolr foices. 
30 ouch so mat,when the KUcuyu Association presented their 
S**y55?*“ fioirerment In a Memorandum at Cagorettl' on 84th 

Thuku.me Kikuyu President of the last Africa 
'association,acted aa one of the eeoretarlBB of the meeting.

Africa Aeeoolatlon followed on 
Heirobt under the ohairmanshlp of Hairy tbuku 

and thm a series of resolutions were passed, Ino lud Ing a rote 
or ocnfldenoe In the Indian ooi!imuilty,and inoorporatln* the 
atotements of the Kikuyu Association at the Dagorettl meeting.

*1'® {“™rde4 to the Prime Minister and the 
Colonies on the 13th July 1981 (a) . 

xais action wae however oonstrued ge hlgh-hanled ^the
Nation at a meeting at Ihika of Kikuyu Paramount 

1 manbera of the Kikuyu Association. They leloeted 
tM olaU of the East Africa Assooiation to be "representative 
?fs®® tribe" and repudiated the vote of oon-

2?®*^-*^® -Tbey dlesoolated themselves from
CM last Africa Assooiation,and appointed thalt own secretary

e. PMm this time forward the two assoolatlona have bean 
rn??®®r otter (-4 The Kikuyu Assooiation ht^ ito
following in the older.men ol tho tribe,In the Klaabu area.
The &ot that its of floe bearers were for the moot part Oorern- 
“,®i5**??*®»**’^* ® stumbling block la the way of Ists'pop- 
i^rltyslt was Buspooted of being under aovernment Influsme.

'<*o farther handloapped by working through oonstltutlonal 
ohanaels,which,in view of the prevailing exoitenent.oould not 
adeauateiy moot the situation. The East Afrloa Assooiation 
was under no such restrlotlone.

^ from the — yl ...= .
the poUtloal grisvawsB had been noet 
Kl#B>nnChan5?a and For Wiili areas. T

_ It reorultad Its following
the young men of the tribe,from those dlstrlots wher^

aggrevated.naiBSly.tha
thgs feir ilfo jjropagatl^n of ttalr vle^ardHawVn^^t^r"

■ ’. . j ‘ .Uii.,

.V .

C?dr'a» l)agOPotti,Juna i«h 1921. 
on Wander^" as/S/Sl, it Ip a Slgnlfteant ' ’ 
^^iB^of tJ^s AsBooiatloh waomrobt.Minc

Ijil Wicrttieat Reports.98®,Seet.S.par.a.

\ •.
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klvlng atiaid. eophaBlalng the need of unit; In tbs tribe,If 
tbs retbzna were to be aohleved. Ele arreet.tbe Halnbl riot, 

•and 1h* almost oolnoldent Introduotlon of tbe refdima agitated 
for oaMBed the birth of the Kikuyu Central Assoolatlon.

3. To underatabd the nature of the Kikuyu Central Aaaoo- 
la^on at Ihe creaent day, the oIroumstamea of Its inoeptlon 

Utaat ataaya be borne In mind. at that time the Kikuyu had 
undoubted grleTaooes (3.) Hany Thnku, with hla proud title 
to "Klnsahlp" (l)set the Kikuyu country on fire with hla 
epeaohee ; 
whtoJiii.e 
was the p

/

fpr reform. He was deported,but the refonna for
pressed were forbhoomlng. To the young Kikuyu he 

on who had brought them about (3).

Ihirlng hie leadership of the polltloal maTeQBzit,he 
establlaed a marked asoeudenoy over the minds of hla fellow 
Afrloana.and partloularly of the young men of the tribe (4) 
who.lt must be r«aDii.jered,llTed In a day In whloh tribal auth­
ority was weakening (5) These young men,ln8plred by the 
auDOSaa whloh in their eyes had attended Harry Thuku'e efforte, 
took up the oudgela for complete independence.

4. The Kikuyu Central _sBoolatlon was at first oonflaed 
to Central Klku^,and for that reason was not looked upon too 
fawourably,by the northern and southern areas (6) . The Poet-
DiUku mowement proper however was wider In scope. ____
(Clroumolslon age) groups appeared.wlth oonatltutlona whloh 
reflected the conditions than prevailing in the tribe. They 
were not amenable to tribal authority,or Indeed to any 
authority (7) and,by their agitation added In no email

"Hika"

outs Ide
maosure

to the feara of the older people wltii regard to their land.

UJa.inseourlty of land Tenure.
baVoroed labour of Women anl dlrls on Surppean Farms.
0.Increased taxation.

Other pleas were put foiward.
' (ft) .The "Qathlrlsfii" Harry Tlmku'e nahlrlga" (Clan) are a large 

land,Influential fuii^.ly in north Central Klambu. Qiey 
hold that th<|y were the original settlers (l.e.were tlm 

original oocuplsrs of the country) In that area,and aol-l 
land to further Inoomers. Bie claim cf the "Gathlrlmu' 
olan to be of lJi,^t®oyal blood" was first heard during 

this period 19aO-SBL. *
(3) Of. the 80i« sun* W the young women u in the Kikuyu Bes- 

erve t«»ards the «id of 1988,and ttie beginning of 1988. A 
translation of certain of tbe words Is as follows,
"toy P^1^5j^^U,?olnange,KinyanJui) .{each in turn),be

*
l-OMpSSselsfJtJi.

•1
. t

the Chief of the young WUnen (Harry

^ e he helped) the yodng women who , | 
labour Of *1^19.8

. ...

(6) ef^tTerJwr'i^aeb^i iKtaifcu "last *frloan Standard",

!
'-'J

ii:
#ie-l»«urt6‘ •*? •
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One of theee groups nciy hare be healt with in detail,

In Older to show tie Imnr nuttre of the '^oat-Ihutoi"
Doyeoenk.

Following Thulcu'e removal, the young men of the 
•nnyotJku "rlloi" (In Kleuabu dlatrlot) attempted a secret 
society. Ihey had already refused the "rUca" name of 
"IQiiyotfllni" given them by the old men and had ohoeBn one of 
tlMlF own - "HJiUse''. It was at first local to Ngenda and 
KUuuamlnl.bUt later becass poxsiler and spread throughout 
the hhcle Klambu area. Other '’rlhas" wore at flrgt aae- 
eluAdd.but later the "olrlngi" was adiaitted to fellowship, 
and the name ^ltI-yai4Cenya’' began to be hear^alcog with 
the former name of "Hjane".. .One could be e"iiutl-wa-‘Kenya" 
wMbout being a "SJane". The ''!IJane''o anntltuted the leading 
set. It was dlfflctklt to find out what Its alms were be- 
oauae It was a seaset society and did not publish them,bat 
Its msmbsrs spoke of tho^ usual political grlevanoes.and had 
said tint they were bound by vow to have more than one wife, 
and to re-establish "female olroumolelon" among the Christians. 
They would not marry.but would tain their women when and 
where .they wanted them. The name of Kikuyu Central Assoola- 
tlon,prior to 1929.was not heard much round about Klambu,eroept 
as bslnga SBOolated wllh Fort Hall,Klambu young men being for 
the moat part "HJane" orTHti-yar-Konya^but not Kikuyu Central. 
AMoolatloolsta. In. 1029 after the upheaval the naa> of 
illtl-ya-Cenya* lapsed,and Kikuyu Central Aasoolatlcn was then 
kiaazd Iqstsad. The strength of the Kikuyu Gantral .Issooia- 
tioa,lt Is thought,lias in this "ELnyotoku" "rlka",ln the man 
who hSBTw grown Up aeasonsdjae tt-were In tho-snlrit of tho 
moTamBn|.

6.

■A.

goteUfc oontloned. ffom nage - 11"

z^z/zo.
Stardard"
latlvss of F«t Hall are often ,roforrpd to derisively 
by thoSs of northeru and eoUthem Kikuyu as "metuml". 
tS» tsrm iwlles that ihose paopla are siirole and un- 
sop^ttoa'^ .!folk. "’rotuml": lo the nemS of a tMok- 

ridge In Fort'Hall district.* ,
Its. Affairs Pept.Reports 1925, Se(!t..2, para.l. 

■ h " " J.926,,

"Joseph Kaigethe" case "East AfrioahAlsowi/30.
(6).

. *
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ia) Ihe olroianolslon of man and woman nan baon obo^ad 
now for man; yaara amoniat omr trlba maitieraf 
Olnoumolalon la oountad aa an ordlnanoa to rula 
both man and woman of KUcuyu blood,Int aa we aald 
at the baglnnln* of thla letter,that pejaot 
what Bible reieot8,we are bound to hmre Vemale 
ClroumolBlon withdrawn amongat ua.beoapae where 
Ood gare a Commandment of Clroumoi,elon,He only 
authorleed "MHo ClroumolalonV and no women were 
allowed to be Clroumotaed,therefore we rejeoted 
what our heathen fathera ordered to be oonttn- 
uhlly tone by the generatlona after them. We 
are at the beginning of a great building up of 
new ouatoma add the foanlng of OhrlBtlanity,tho 
Bane ae thooe who before ua made ordlnaaoea for 
the generatlona after them.

(b) Many olrovmcleed women suffer gjreat pain and many 
die aa they are unable to deliver thely ohlldren, 
whi1.at those who are unolionaolaed hWa leas dlf- 

[I', floulty. We find It a good thing to leave our 
daughters whole without having their limbs given

Our tribe used to

ISCtnfCISIOIi
BijMH.

to wonaa befora their death, 
leave the neglected limbs to the uae of the hawks 
of tbs air au<t to the worms of tha l{p:>ound, but we 
daalre.’our daughters to remain with all Ihelr 
orwated lUtbs,because aooordlng to the Blbllaal 
laws of ei^ranmolaiom no waoto's limb was allowed 
to tael the-passing of olroumolslon. The Ciroum- 
O'lalm waa authorial to pass upon man's body o 
only.

lo) WW have proved what the Medloal Bootors tell ue, 
bedaUto'.P’ir PBolBOUmolael dawghtera who married 
bare delivered thslp ohlldroa without dtffloultlee, 

' and Oh iho'other h(ued th» natives'whs work In the 
hOWtia3jh*re aye «itneBB'Sa,who eeo womeh' ooming 
fo hoapttaW be,t^ unoiroumolsed and olroumolaed 
a^ £aV tiWe if^r «p.£fa>r ^-reatsT pa|n than the

SSESI
y

■ -"Vx
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rr
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We have explained (1] How the Bible teaobea 
about Clroumols ion.

(E) How Uedioal Pootoie find 
dlfiioulty to help olr- 
oumoisad women when they 
deliver their ohlldren.

(3) How It la diffloulty to 
tell when our daugbtera 
are defiled by force etc.

It.

We through these three reaaons moat humbly and 
reapeotf^ly beg the CloTerment to supply ua 
with an ordinance that can aupport the unolr- 
oumolalon of femalea.that when a girl is olr- 
oumolaed unwillingly and wllhout the authority 
of her parents,both father and mother,punlab- 
ment may be awarded to the operator and others 
of the Ciroumoialon.

Vf >•;
i'.

V.
^ <6

I

V. ■
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KlJCTiyu. ^rtv ana. KlaiiJm Clreumolalon 
CaaeT

ProgreaalTe

11/9/29.

To the Eflltor "E.A.StaiAard".

Sir,
We of the JrogreBBlve KUraju Party hare seen In the 

"East African Stardard" Ixow Dr Arthur has spoken and how the 
Kikuyu Central Association have answered him on the guestlon of 
the Olroumoision ease of a Kikuyu girl, which was published in 
the "Standard" on Slat July,1929.

We do not speak el the wilB of girls' oiroumoision he- 
oause if we tried to elqplala thCsS evils we would agree entirely 
wltti Dr .Arthur's letter. We who lave left thoee old barbarous 
ouBtoma!thlnk that it will not destroy our nation to leave this 
ouBtcm of female oiroumoision.and,if possible,we ask the Oovem- 
ment ttat this oustom, which kills the first ohilAreu of Kikuyu 
girls and the Kikuyu Nation,ho ended altogether as the Aiglish 
Oovornment in India ended the oustom of bumli* widows with their 
husbands' bodies. c?

Along with that oustam there are many other o us toms .which 
many black people in Kenya Colony have sided t hams elves, alt hough 
long ago they .thought them important,suoh as to belittle wosien 
and mdce ttem do heavy wojk like anlmals:pierolng ears;pulling 
out and filing the teeth,strangling twins if they are tint bom 
aid exposing Infaits with ihe dead bodies of their mothers. All 
these things have been aided by the light of ChrlstlBilty and 
Civilisation which has been brought to Africa by the peace of the 

Because of it we are surrounded by oivlliaatlonBritish rule.
coming from Kurope,America and Asia,and other ^ts of ihe world. 
When we consider our old barbarous oustaas and bow other nations 
have Advaimed and me have been left behind,we see that the begHm-r 
Ing of (dnlisatlon is in the honouring of wmen,because the 
StreUWt^WA'PCtNk of a people oome from its women. The Natlona 
wldc^ bdlittle wabmn, we know that they do not go forward but go 
baokfUd we know that ths British aoverment makes women ejusX 
toiHiii,aad does not belittle women like the African Nation.

Ve of the Progressive Kikuyu Party see that the women of 
Nations are not respeoted and ttielr voiwe Is not listened 

o^irCUneislon, a gtd.,whether she 
'foioa,»lthout nipayi, for,*on she 
n run WsV nMiea^ herself,strong . 

BO , 3n ms the
whloh bind;the 

rellgion,and gnlnd fo!
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y, able to apeak tije truth,and give eTiaenoe in thalr aha^ia, 
that the OoTOmment can troat ua aa being a full grown Nationbod

ao
with olecui ouatoma*

So we of the Progreaa Ive Kikuyu Party entirely rejoot the 
reply of the Kikuyu Central AaBooiation whloh pidaea'female 
olrovmolalon and foAlla the Ooweminant to examine It. We want 
all people to know that that ouatom.if It romalna.lnoroaBee death 

It ehowa that men who oauae their women to be o Ir- 
And among all the Counollaand pain.

oumolaed hare no mercy on them. _ . ...
whlah are fonned to,watch orer the affaire of the Cduntry 11*6 
glthaka rlghta eto. - thla matter of female olroumolalon ahould 
be flrat beoauae the strength of the Nation la Its women.

We know that thoae who have not yet left the barbaroue 
oustoma will not be plaaaed with thia letter.hut all people who 
hare abandoned barbarlam.blaok and white and brnrn,wlll be pleaaed. 
We aak them to help us to hare mercy on the black women of thle 
land of Kenya until black women are reapeoted and honoured and 
made eoual to men.eo that our Country may become etroi^,^ go 
forward much more than le dealred by the Kl^ CentoA ^66“l6- 
tlon In their reply to Dr .Arthur regarding Female olroumolalon.

i

Yours eto.

AHTHUH M.TUTU,
Preeldent.

Progressive Kikuyu Party.
UKSEUK UnURAQi; WA KAUWASO. 

Seoretary.

Karatlna. 
Sept.7,1929
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Sir,
laatMS tteiRe te« ^ to put tJ»»e few llnee In your 

ilve l«|»re»ttng HOW* of Kenra.

y peoel* ho3?e i(be Ball «Bigltari« wWoh 1# intayfj*t^ .
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THB MflTHtHloO DAW0»-a<Hl&.

The name uathlrlgQ la aaldl to te the Kllcujni adaptation 
of a Sirahlll aong oalleS ’Vielego" (v) which la aung at Ilia oloae 
of Banadant ^ avmg hy the Swahllla, the aong la ^ald to he 
i,i]noduoua,hut the iCllEayu anpplled their own wordai The body 
moTanenta of the dauoe are bald to he In Inmltatloc of thoae made 
hy the Swahllla though certain of Ita characterlatlce are heller- 
ad to be derlred from the Katlrondo, eapeolally the uae of belle 
Or.plaoea of natal which ar« atruoh to the rhythm of the dancea.
It would aeem probable, alao, that aome of the featuxea of the 

dawe ere in lawltsatloa of European fox-trotting,etc. It la
boringaometlmaa qpolcan of among natlrea aa the H.I.I.D. acmg, 

had Ita origin In the Satire Induatrlal Training Depot at 
Eabete (Of.^lut African Standard"

It WM a moat powerful Incentive to dlapbedlesiae on the 
of the young Zltaiyu to all oonatltuted authority. It waa 
froa t^e middle of October 19E9 until early In Janiary 1930, 

Severe penaltlea Were liigpaaad,and It
part 
Bung
when It WM foii>ldden. 
then 4uloU.y dlaappeared.

The worda of the etanxaa were In moat paaaa lnvrovlaed 
aooordlng to locality and olroumBtenoe. A number,however,were 
widely aung. The majority are luite unprlntabja. The following 
are aeleoted from thoae which were ao widely aung aa to appear 
to have become etanCtardlaed. They may be talcen aa typical 
ezanplaa of the leaa offensive parta of the aong.

"little knlvea 
.In their aheatha,
That tjiey may f l^t with the Church,
The time haa come.”

tv
1.

"I am going to break all frlendahlpa,
-The only frlandahlp I ahall retain 
la between me and Johavahl

"I used to think Jeaua waa the aon of Ood;
-I have now found out
That he waa an Indian", (in another veralon Tlcture" )

toeee etania8,are oharaoterletlo of a type .pointing to a 
.. ' reaetloh agalyeU the Church and ita teaohlnga.

r Bow the elme-amount -
la otfered; for John,^

t

II

* f:l
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These staiiBftS are typloal of ttie ruAours which were 
ourrent in UJcujpukan& at llils time,to the effect that large 
sums were being given as bribes to the Missions and. some of the 
Chiefs,to effect the downfall of Johnstone Kei9stta|, 
also done,It was alleged. In the case of Harr; Thuloi.

"When Johnstone shall return 
With the King of the Kikuyu,
Philip and Kolnange 
Will don woman's robes"

as was

4.

Philip and Kolnange are Chiefs In the Klaiisu districts, 
and office bearers of llie Kikuyu Association of Klachu, During 
the whole tine of the disturbance, they sere prominent In their 
loyalty to both Covernment and UlBolons,and were aoorrdln^y 
subjected to strong abuse by the dlaaffeot^ party. The ref­
erence la that,when Johnstone Kenyatta and Harry ThuJji retuned 
In power, they, Killlp and Kolnange, wwild be humlllav .

"I live by my prayers;
,------------- and-----------
Live by lies".

A prominent missionary of the Church of Scotland and 
another of the Church Missionary Society are referred to. m 
stanzas of this type, the terms used are abusive, and In most 
oases,obseene.

S.

"The D.C.-..................
-Is bribed with und roumolsed girls. 
So that the lend may go."

6.

The referenoe In this ease, la to an administrative
The allegation la that the Miss Ionaofficer of Government, 

were In league with the Buropean settlers for the wholesale 
purloining of Kikuyu land, and bribed the Administration to act 
in their support.

"It (the "iCthlrlgQ" danoe) has Intoxicated us, 
.We spand-the nl^t In the bush 

And go home In the morning".,- ■

This etaisasf is Indicative of the orglastio nature of 
the "UHthlrlgQ" danod-song.

7.

. "'I.
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IffCyER TO TgS maSRS OF C.M.3.PASTQ1HTB nmmTY»]iY9

My a«ar Prlands,

tbe pieaent

o’ffis; TsiV'T^S'Srr- "T™ 52«”«"/5s;„“*iMaant which la causing us tpouhla at tha

Jeans Christ taiight, * Parity and holiaeaa which Our Lopfl.

a ouston whiohias matter to eet aside
idiea this ouatom la 1od« »lille,Boie partioulari.y
but ever ^sir^nss.vj; rH»“-s s-

all those aaatS^^li^^i*

teaoefQFth those who h«re^^^ ^ Ohuroh i«.»rti 4.._^

Upon me tci 
' one cannot 

ouatom wMoh la not 
Perfa^s some haredone.

enose wno hare ohlldpen hntt ISfOnd state that’they oaqaent to their ^ia^bel^ molfaePB.if
tJmmaelTea to being dlfoiiu-d

• UJS may not be aone^Slto*dlmolplin- 
Bhould be done with eqmtJ^Lhtef espeolalOy ttat It
oonaiderel by the Past^?i^„™?if **“* be Warefttlly
far the people are to ^3 nay ftndhow-you to aaatit me. “■^ame.and it is for this purpoee tJat l ask

j
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■)us,th»#'*«'
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Fr<n the Bishop of llomlxisa to all the Clersjr and. Members of 
Bastozate Comnlttees in the Blooese.

a i.

HalPObl,
Ootobor, 12th, 1931.

My dear Bretbern,
It 18 my duty to write to you about the 

problem of Female Clroumola ion whioh is so sorely troubling many 
Afrlsan CongrogatlanSjboth in our own Churoh and in others, 
espeoinlly among the Kllcuyu people.

This anoient oustos la so oloaely bound up 
with Boolal lairs that govern family relationships,tbat it Is no 
easy matter for Afrloan Christians to bring it to an end. Its 
root idea Is olearly that of Initiating giils Into wosian-
hood,but,as generally practised to-day,the oustom la not only 
really harmful to the body,but also oloaely aaeoolated with many 
evlla tbat do grevlous harm to the soul,and therefore oannat 
possibly be agreed to in its present font by any loyal follower 
of Jeaus Christ.

i

Surely one of ttie Important duties facing 
those who are reeponslble for building up the Afrloan Church, 
especially those who are Afrloana themselves,la that of working 
out some fon» of initiation that win not only bd puiged of aU 
that is harmful to body and soul,but will deflnltsOy help young 
people to be truer and more effioient servants of Christ and 
ttorefore better fitted to lead «»lir own people forward In the 
way of progress. Such initiation would include the prepar-c* 
atlon of our young men and women for the prlveleges and respon- ■

all thli& and pray and wo*^ to this em.

But in the meanwhile what should we as loyal 
. servants of Jesus Christ,try to do in regard to this problem.

I was very thnnjtful to learn from the Afrloan 
leadera of Our Churoh in the^ Kikuyu oottntry,who met In roofer- , 
enoe at lUiuhla last August,thdt eli were apeed that the untie- ; 
at<t aUn and object of .tto Chertetlarr Community Is the oompiite, ’ 

. . r'-
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I/ ■%



r--" . . • J-
V.<> •

- -11 -V

to *» '^'»**
hl»t'*e#; - *^ Anjrthujg Oir n<i(ub;i^6 mat to strittUy ps^

f»»U «u^'&‘23*i2E;t‘Sj 5ft*«SS2rirsss

mattar. Bie ae•;
alai^fl -:■> •> •

•f

t^^the la-
f

.f

S'"of
iV : ■;% •■.' -i ■■!

MSnT?»2S ** tooome the maaaa ef eraat Wsealng to torjg^la ana. oar lam in aoooraame with His great,^njjIalS S' '

i

.'i >%
/ f

•r V^.

. i

■i;
■AV

May His hlasBlng and ,pow»r hft aith you.alL,'
■Idur alnaftto Friend ai^

•' ' .'  ̂•* ' ■'■

. I
j^r

' ‘"'t -
' ■'V ■/'

f- ■ff ?•

• V
V • ;'»

i<•
V

* A,? >
Ik ■'

):■

/» •>"•i- )
f'> T

ft•>»,'*

r .•



'.<!■ ■■

,t ■V >♦

Supplemantaiy letter from the Bishop of Mombasa to the Clergy 
and members of those Pastorates idio are parepared at onoe to 
take the stand and oondenm the oustom of Pemle Cirdumolslon 
entirely.

Nairobi.
Ootober,12th,19Sl.

lly dear Brethem,
You have read I hope ny letter to the Clergy 

and pastorates of the Plooese, and you will l know loyally 
carry out the regulations oontalned thereln,far you yoarselrea 
ars anxious to go further. I thank God for your resolve to 
etylve for the complete abolition of this oustom in your midst.

In view of what I have written to the Diocese 
at large I cannot sanation the exoomminiaation of persons who 
obey 1he regulations in that letter but as we want to assist 
you as far as poesitlo, I will add a few words for your speoial 
guidance Slid enoouragemept.

(1) Where a pastorate oonmlttee definitely „ 
deoides, as I understand you have done, to doDdemn the ,4uatdm of 
yaoale Clnumoleton entirely,! oonsider it is g.nlte ri^t that 
no one shohlft be «llgiblS' to be .a member of that Comiaittee 
0*0 te nSd ready loyally tV abide by(;tlBt deodsion.

<Sl ilB,o. in such oases if a olergyman deeldOs 
tn daercdoe his dlBor)BtidnrhB(t refuse to baptise the'infant 
ohilitoen of psrefats wiio fflU not abide by the deoision^f the 

tdrate,- hir wild have his Blshpp's Support.

t.

fc.

>

, ■fi«hl^,?«S! parity and hoiihssy in-ihe name, of GOd. •
be

) .'V \A'.''t

Your ainoe|'|»;rrieal.,and Bishop,
‘ ^ 1.. M
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Appendix VIL.

Hov. 9th 1929 Kenya Hansard
Kenya Legislative Council 

COMMUKICATION FROM THE CHAIR.

His Excellency: I wish to inform Council that the Rev.
Dr.Arthur, O.B.E., has tendered his resignation as Nominated 
Member of Executive Council representing Native Interests.
I make that announcement here because it is desirable to clear 
and at once in an authoritative manner, the very considerable 
misunderstanding which has arisen in the Kikuyu Reserve re­
garding the responsible attitude of Government to Missions 
on the question of female circumcision.

Dr. Arthur is the head of the Church of Scotland Mission 
which has its headquarters at Kikuyu. The rules of that 
Church contain an absolute prohibition of the practice of 
female circumcision by its members, and disobedience of the 
rule entails suspension from church membership. This mes 
much further than the accepted policy of Government .in that 
connexion which was enunciated by the Conference of East 
African Governors in 1926 in the following terms

The Conference considered that—

"The practise of female circumcision, which was of 
very ancient origin, should not be interfered with, but that 
the respective Governments concerned should endeavour 
tb persuade such tribes as practised the more brutal forms 
of ^t to return to the more ancient and lees brutal form."

In the circumstances. Dr. Arthur feels that his position 
as a member of Executive Council is embarrassing both to 
himself and to Government : to himself in that he feels bound 
to maintain an attitude which is at variance with the considered 
policy of Government : to Government in that rn Impression 
appears to have been created rmong natives that in advocating 
the total abolition of this native custom he is acting as the 
emissary of Government, which of course is not the 
has therefore considered it best to resi.qn.

I should like to express, in accepting his resignation, 
my great appreciation of the services which he has rendered 
to the Colony as a member of Executive Council.

case. He

App. Vll. 2

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND MISSION 
Kenya Colony

KIKUYU,
9th November,1929.

His Excellency
Sir Mward U. Grigg K.C.M.G. ,K.C.V.Cr. ,D.S.O. ,M.C.

Nairobi.
Dear Sir Edward,

I
In view of the advice that you Ijpve received 

that in my present action with regerd to the question of
V
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App. V11.2. continued
fomrlo circumcision 1 ran being looked upon by r. Iprgo number 
of the Kikuyu in this rrer as an emissary of Gov^riment, ajid, 
therefore, that I am implic"ting Government in •' position 
which they themselves do not hold, I am in agi-eement with you 
that it would be better to place my resignation as a member 
of Your Excellanoy's Council in your hands, and hereby do
so.

Thanking you t or the r.oartfesy and cons .uerauicn 
which Your Excellency at all times extended tc mu during 
the period in which I have had the honour tc raj>r«»#nt 
unofficially Native Interests on the Executive Council,

I remain. Sir,

Yours very sincepely, 
Sgd. John. W. Arthur,

App. V11.3.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
KENYA

EAST AFRICA,

16th November 1929.

Dear Dr. Arthur
Since receiving your letter oi the 9th 

I have made a statement in the Legislature regarding your 
resignation from the Executive Council; and I''wish to 
reaffirm to you personally the sincere appreciation of your 
past services which I then expressed and the great regret 
which the necessity for your resignation has inspired in me. 
I was very glad to find in the conversation which preceded 
your resignation that you were in full agreement with me as 
to the course of action befitting your position and that of 
Government

I should like to add that I regard the 
circumstances which have brought a'bout your resignation as 
altogether exceptional. I could not shut my eyes to the 
fact, topressed upon me by the Provincial Commesioner, that 
you i^rere generally regarded as an emissary of the Government 
in pursuing the vigorous action against the practice of 
female circumcision which you found necessary or. behalf of 
•the Church of Sootl'.uid, and that this was causing a 
dangerous misunderstanding in the minds of the established

I \ . I
.r ■

t
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Apps Vll 3* continued*

leaders pf the Kikuyu people. In these clrcumatancee a 
clear differentiation between the policy of the Govemnient 
and the action of youi^Church was imperative. But that 
does not mean that in ordinary circumstances membership 
of Executive Coinicil by a Missionary is incompatible with 

enjoyment of complete freedom of conscience’and action 
by that Missionary in the field of his missionary labours.

I thank you very sincerely for your prompt and 
clear recognition of the difficult position in which 
Gove^ent stood and for the industry, good judgment and 
public spirit which you have put at the service of 
Government as an Executive Councillor.

Relieve me,

fours sincerely, 
(Signed) EDWARD GRIGG.

Dr. J. W. Arthur, •* 0. B. B/ 
The Manse, 

KIKUYU.

App.Vll.4.

Church of Scotland Mission. 
Kikuyu.

25th November 1929.
Ci

Dear Slr^wai'd,

X. ^ thank you fgr your letter of
ifoth November and for the reference which you made in the 
Legislative Council both as to the reasons of my resig- 
nation and of your appreciation of my services. As you 
are aware I at once fell in with your suggestion to re- 

’ sign, when you made the facts clear to me. Although the 
■ resignation ha# probably created in the minds of 'some 

of the Kikuyu,a certain amount of misunderstanding, which 
the political body concerned are trying to make capital 
of, I am convinced in my own nftnd that the resignation 

•has on the one hand relieved Government to tak@ what 
nctlon it has thought fit and on the other hand Be to

1

vcplanp.tioJi- to them in such e way as to enable t©
^.‘^deretand the position,, .and I believe that it ha^mad^ *

endeavouring to exploit
the situa-tjon as fa,p ns they^an possibly do^o. I thank

------ia-your p^a^aph two,
I agree that the eiroumstancea are entire^ exceptional

['of
. .tK >
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. ^ This despatch deals with -

(a) A complaint by the Church of Scotland Mission on 
pages bb-73 of the memorandum enclosed with (1), 
that they were misrepresented In the Annual Reports 
for iy29 of the Hatlre Affairs Department "and the 
Bduoatlon Department, and

lb) Turnlshes the general report on the subject 
ashed for In paragraph b tf (4l 4° 47075/34 Kenya,

•> .2^ • -

- -•*/ -
, s mt ^

. a--
yi-z*' A ■* v»

...

y— ' /c«^ and also the statistloa for which the 
Atholl ashed bh behalf of the 41 d o

lt|i>ii)li i' llitnr (para.10 of (1) In I7075/3I).

As regards (a), the offending extracts

/iU .‘--Y‘
y«-/"A VV/^^. * <»

rV-d.

y' from the reports are quoted oa pages bfc>-Y2 of the

The despatch on (5) repliesMission'B memorandum.
/U ‘- to the objections seriatim.

It appears from paragraph b that the* 
statement In tbe latlTe Affairs Department Report 
that the dimroh of .Scotland Mission, Kihuyu, had * 
lost fourTfiftho of Itssohool-chldren was laoorrect.

The Director of Education's reaarha 
-regarding the Mission's desire to control the 
politloal and spiritual hellefp of Its toaohers

from Dr.Arthur

*

-y ---
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'.jSt i/ 1 . appear to be aupported by tlia litter 
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he oonelders that no usefultbat In the clrcuE&st^oes 
purpoe# would now be serred by purwulng further theroqulrod to to

Control iBBOolntlon
that all agents were

queation# of the statemento in the reports.
As regards the statement in ths 

memorial that the action of the OoTsrnment ...
the unfortunate Impression that the, Government 

not in favour of mitigating the evils of this 
praotloe, It might be stated that the Secretary of 
State ssea no ground for this statement In view of 
the fact that Government propaganda has been directed 
towards snoouraglng and fostering that body of opinion 
which is opposed to the performance of the rite in

msmbers of the Kllniyu
Mlaelon allowed than to do wo. mbecome

uni see the
hasto bo the onesIn general, it seams

statements In the reports are giventhat while the 
loosely worded, and might, with advantage, have 

position Is adequately summed
are

modified, thebeen
states that be cannot

material grounds for
up by the Governor who

that there are anydiscover
this protest. I

for the very carefulThe necesdlty
which the general public 

when the phraseology of 
Mission object la

any drcumstanoea.editing of reports to

access Is apparent 
tne statamenW^to

See also 
of the memorandum that 
by Government had bean

As regards lb), the Duchess of Atholl 
bean

was Informed that the Governor had/requested to

time the statistics desired

hav 0
i'i i7«7S/siwhich the

the statement quoted on page 68 furnish in about a year s 
by her Committee, but stress was laid on the fact

the efforts of the Government and the progress^ 
could not be fairly Judged by such statistics

jamlned.
the restrictions supported 
allowed to beoome practically that

madea dead letter.
The statistics show that there have 

since the year iy2b the following proseoutlone:- 
South Nyerl

® The reply to the memorial to the

enclosed with U) should be that 
record the history of the 

the memorandum: that having

beanSecretary of State 
he la glad to have on 
subject eat forth In 
carefully
reports to which objsotlon Is taken by the Ml.BSlon ^ 

be Is (of opinion!,that euoh Inaocuraoieq ^ 
are 'ihot of araturei to

2
1Kyambu

18considered the statements In the tw9 Bnbu

5Bltul
a total of 24, In which 7I parsons were proseouted,Councl1

•!.vcause and b8 oonwloted.as >oour]

embarrassment to tbe 
regard to tbe circumatanoee

InformatJjy contained. In, I^.Arthur-s, letter., 
So^libber 1939, be oonaiisrs that'the

The great majority of these oases _Mission, and that having
of the case, and to Kmbu District which formulatednaturally arose in the

standard reeolutlon shown In ths report.

Thia resolution has been adopted by 8
theIlls!

Of theyth r
ittera of -latlve Counolls »d 2 Coanolle In addition have 

ei^tlrsly prohibited the rite.

Council's objeotlons relat* rather to 
phi-asaology than to questions of Buhotaatlal

the aims of the UlBilon, and,

V.- •

IX•mierepresentation of
X)aihX

■ .V. . ... • ^.
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Confidential. 'ig<Julv. 1932.

' Bear DQcheBu^ul*'-*tliol^ .
tbu^.

You will remember in/*

.1-

t .

PjAFT.^*-
HER fiRACE '

THE flUCHESS OS' ATHOLL. D .B .E. .U .P.-'
connection with the'lul^tion

i^tba Sth

yi 1981, you BuggeethdFobrr
is . a*! laet year that jiwor Committee’ for' 

the Protection of Coloured Women..®

1 •
i

,i

4^
in African Colonies should be

fumiehed with certain .statieticei(iifss
' ■ -

ft/)
■if-

I
e end of six months or aat 4

V--A

ye^i 'in hie letter
\ ,;'■I

•d>- ••',

-the-lEth March. 1931,

Dr. Dnimmond Shiele informed joug
,SV:W

that the Govariior of Kenya had

beenr
i•-■ >

hf ‘V'

iii ■>.• V' i
.' i-m
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'^'*SirequealaJ to fumiah theenr.
. r

leeire ' statistics in about a I. ■*>imX:.
•■V--- -

■: 1 uuve now receive:! -a
:ovci’noi a report on the .•v:vM.'cor., ‘-no

. .'-^acreaei/- poaition, tOt^etiier with

fci iuii atalerr.-^ni of trio

inatitutal for breachr,ro3t;cutiona

oi tue ret_ulationa on tne subject, #-v1
si.ov.itit the result in each case.

',ir hibart Hamilton,

before leavirit London, desired that

YOU s:.oui i be furnished with a copy

of this report and of the annexed-

statistics for the information of

botrji.ittee , and I accordinglyYOU r

enclose copies with tl)is letter.'

h-

t

•!
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a I'uil stateir.ent of tne
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Lhe result in each case.Sl.OV.lOt
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1* liaT* «r<*:taii t»- wta^A

her ef kj talk with j%u^

I aonder ^#ther j«u hare «eea a aU»aiMi| , .

drawn up hp t|ie Ohunph;«;:|da^aii4 rlhuyu ifibiiidfi^'malf^-. -
...........................

■M

cl«ar th« aetion tokvi by tli«B.

cuaolelenT -d-w6py Wn ;:f:

few aeatha ace. 1 ahoal*. ha Twri 'flad iX yen.na»4*.
ti9» t* gii«b« *t it, a« It tha

■lesion authdirHiah lHts'>e«n,.Blk>rspra)Mat«4.' ;
puhllahad by sons of Ue hoatlle, Kllcwyn, I bak^^’*n;>lj|^ 1

tj
/'O

\
a

X
Q

aoeuaed them of t ryta« to gat tha rlM BS<^tbl^.^1 >f«at^ 
whan all they ware atandlnc for sat protawtio% f(W'^ 
who wlabod to ara^.U.

^ . !K N ;nv U t
Dr. **^»r. tta..»d»ht^n., *niitow

ttf-i: !• 'a^hlif ^Orie l^aa haal^' t*;"||^^|

"3

ou leawa.
day, and found him 
you will find '

,f

A, i: '. ^____

.;'T ^'i
' ■'■‘A*

’■■’■■ Xj'

4 'm-sir xohait lasllton, 
6olhnlal <bfflao, 
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I taBT< •rit^an ta- ari./Oakl«y of Kanja tallla4
her of ay talk with yao,'

I wonder wl^t'ther yau have aeon a atatawat

t .

.4
drawn ap hy t^a Chunnh af ^ai^and Elkuyu Mlbaltjii aailclnr 
olaar tha aatlon takjin hjr than In I'agdrd to faM(l« oli- 
cuanlaionf 'A «o|^ waa aant'ta tha Colanlal Offlaa a 
few aantha a«o. t ahould be varjf glad if you aeald find 
tlae ta gldade at »• It al^wa that tha aotlaii W tha 
Uealon autbarltlwa h*a'baba ala-rapraaantad. a lattar
pubila^d by eoBW of the heatlla. Kikuyu, I bak^fwa la im, 
aoouaad than of trying to gat tha rlta prohlbltad a|l father, 
whan all they ware aiandlng for Uad protaotloa ^a' fifla 
who wlehed to ara^a It.

hr, A»^ar. ^ tha adafign. la now at;

day, and found hia )rary,^t^^-haa<|ad a^t/^'gSu. ^ rj^aoila.’

«nd , tttM;:|»»aiw‘htiir >a5rora itf'^aa. haoh'« Kgaya’^^
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

Nairobi.KENVA.■:<

KenyaNO
April, 1952. ’S'!

nniffUiEimAL. 11

Sir,
I have the honour to refer to your

rs
Confidential.despatch of the 22id February on the subject @f 

^ female circuii,cisiOB in Which you ask me to deal specifically
the Kikuyu Mission Council's complaint of misrepresentatioi■with

in official documents,, appearingin their memorandum transmitte* 
. to you in my’confidential despatch of the SthDeoembw, 1951.

The Council protesiBthet the actions of the

^ *
V

Mission ha'Wft been mlsi-epresented in the Native Affairs Depart-

' ment Annual-.Wort for 1929 and in the Annual Report of the
After the most, ;»'ll.

■ V . Director'of’Education for the same year. ^ 
careful perusal of these Reports and of the files on which 
these Reports were based I cannot discover that tiiere. sp any •

material grounds for this protest, which is elaborated on pejgea; 
66 - 72 of theWWon's Memorandum.

\ ‘

V'

of the statements in bothThe gravamen
' /.'V'**' ■: HeW'ts' is fejn.fce autW of 1989 «’ wa4 preoipittft^'^
3 •' ' ■' -.by the action of^li'e'cWeh of Scotland Mission through iits

't:|p:^ipal.,^e^ev. Dr.-Afthur, in "^e»ly_requlr^ all

' W^:eWW.<^,Wo of ^lsion.'^^.^’i?aper,^

. , ronWolriShfet^c^UycumciaW"-

' >Lsi|ET4iff OF ST^^ FOR THE Cfli.pKI^.' 'W^ 4 '

3..*

31
I > <3'» 7

6 ' S ■ i 1 t '-,A
f S ♦ r X*'^

J*"

<v»
f
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2.

thr Kiidueii Isuiicaiiit: of i«. f.tli.cf, tj -niaot 
E.i^C-orjaliL.’tiraiK- 

waj riui 
II. r:nt

‘.om of

►Ij.i -liir. fic'.ior;

*. vui. n :'*" Lat

'-’f j-raof

• tiii,Ult,ii.eoi.sly w;-.: Dr. Ar‘.i“ r's >.c'ior 
T . lo- ;a- '.1 copy

> i.he Dli'eu'.or oi' Ed-ctlior, which at 
■itial. !:■! t, h.t fon^t ;'

; i. i.c idvs;-

r,c' allow t.cachei'L h:i'' ot.'ier ar'.ents 
•L-tloh of the 
"i;.ey were :ol.. 

ui cloi'B*lo: t ■ -hio cffec’."

clltorlrlectomy.
.:a- ca'Xit- 1

wh;.. not "all del " 
of the crisis.

, Hie fact reii.uii.a 
th" Kyatibu uiolric: wat areally .ri. Liirhed. 
a ietler from Dr. Arthur t- 
leant leads col am' t t'.r supmoa

li.i'h;:, ti" tac;.. 
t 'nC- Wnllllfl

i.l.e with us lu'

a.1 t:

Tara aavumei.* * ,
thaa: ■

decided to lauucii a 
“I Jet-n:.iaed f 

WHO were uul a'
■aal tiieya: ■:tiirciuaii-iioa of women . . . • 

would tiUV'- lira a 
uiamis.aed thet." .

aad "we

ueniedremoraiiU'u.. itDll r-Biia' yOa.
rh cuitent of 

adiiit'ed that^ttie
' leers were r' ; .tre : '■

0;. la/.; 06, laM'Var, it

■, afflit. t..'-ir loyalty ai.l f’ d; Dr.

ta atiiat the Church
isrenurcia tiori.

i-t rsirtElders '.’.■■re 
Arthur'a letter 
were reyuired to i i,': 
this matter theif mas hee:. no

other ayr + e"it is rlair. ti.- t "teac: e:-.. an

n' -.-sr.. * me lust ina document.
tm ■ j onuul utii:.' iul i..is;epn-sc 

mii-tincti'.n C •! ich was notthoui'h thtiie may ituve Leer a 
apparent to the Dts 
the hotive Affairs Deyertmeut 
between requiriny. Elders t.i affirm and

t. whose reporttx'ict Coim..is: itrer. hyamuu

Annuel ..eivort was sased)

1 "teachers aiid other

.tlyn.’afterts" to
The iassion Council pbleotw >l;u *o tue 

the African Upland and dospel Hi-:, ions foliovied

of these riGsions

'{5.
StdteKentnW^tt, t
tew ArtJuu-'s lead, maintaining that the action

On page 35 of the Memoi-andmu, however, it

the declaration of attitude adopted at the

't ,

independent. 
admitted that

-Lie tif

■]
.1

\ V
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i
3.

at Tumu Tuinu in March 1929 "probably ^instituted.

of the subsequent upheaval", 
station of the Churcti of Scotland Mission and .. '

He was 
Thei-e is' ho

meeting
the first direct cause
Tumu Tuii'.u is B

Arthur is tte head of tliat Mission in Kenya.Dr.
also at the time a me,.her of Executive Council, 
doubt whatever that he was regarded by natives and non-netivea 

protagonist in the campaign and I am convinced that it 
in the ordinarily accepted sense 

oti.er two Missions -followed his lead".
The statement that the Church of Scotland 

Mi.,Sion, Kikuyu, lost four-fifths of its school children is 
also repudiated, and in this the Mission Council seems to be 

54 of the Memorandum are figures of

From these it
tlie outsohoOls in December 1929 had lost

as the
of the words thatis ti'ue

the
6.

Justified. On page 
attendances at the schools of that Mission.

that whereasappears
about nine-tenths of their pupils the central school at Kikuyu 

It is almost certain that theliad lost only about 
District Commissioner had in mind t’le conditions at the

in his district and did not realize the extent to

o

outschools
affected by the numbers at the- 

It is regretted that his statement .
which the general average 
Kikuyu cei.tral schools.

checked before its incoi-poration in Mr. Maxwell’s reporHi

was

was not
The memorandum states that the report of the 

of Education for the year 1929 misrepresents the
7.

Director 
action of the Missions.

The memorandum criticises the following statements in
the riport.

"The ChurcU of Scotland Mission took the 
"decision..................
"A number of schools were left without 
"teachers ai)d these schools were closed."
".'i'he Mlssioh has inilloattid its right to ■ 
■control the political and spiritual «
"beliefs of those whom it etiployed in its 
"sdteols even though Government pays a part 
I'of 'their salaries." ' ^

{ i )

( il) %
s ";Uii)

I

■ f
M
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/
4.

The objection to the fii'St stateiLeiit 
is tliat it was not the Chui-ch of Scotland Kission but only 
the Kikuyu and Chogoriai stations whici, took the action.

The oomiiunication of the 5th t.'overjber, 1929, a copy o.f

8.

which is attached to tlie desjiatoh is headed 'Church of
It Is signed by Dr. Arthur.Scotland Kission, Kikuyu'.

Dr. Arthur has been and still is recognised as the head-of the
His home is at Kikuyu.Church of Scotland Kission in Kenya.

Admittedly, the policy adopted applied to Chogoria as well I-

1 The Director of Education wishes to place onas to Kikuyu.
recoi-d that in tiie many Interviews he had with Dr. Arthur

he lias always discussed matters ▼ith him as head of the
f

Church of Scotland Kission as a whole.

Even if it is aoiuitted that the Director of Education 
made an overstatcmei.t in Ubii|i: these words, it is reasonable

to read the passage quoted wit), tiie limiting sentence 
tiie Gliurch of Scotland Kission'^t Kikuyu is

quoted on page 72 of the memorandum, 
to be trivial.

■as far as 
concerned* on page 50:

IvIn any case the E.atter appears!
Ohj. ction is taken to the statement that a9.

The meniorandum appears to 
closed and it is therefore

number of schools were closed, 
admit that thr schools were 
unneoessai’y to pursue this matter, . .

The memorandum omits to state tiiot in order to maintain 
effective support of the Kission the Director of Education 

continued to pay salary grants for teachers w.ho were doing no
an

work.
There were no pupils present in at least two school? 

in the last three montlis of 1929, as compared with about ^ 
650 in July 1929.’

Serious objection is taken to the statemeni

that thefesslon has attempted to (Kmtrol t\)e political and ^ 
spiritual beliefs of the teachers concasmed.

'Vf

Tha.
.-y-'

•
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t

6.

memorandum admits that the mission did eontrol the polltloal
The'This is not contested.views of its teachers, 

attitude is made clear in paragraph 5 of Dr. Arthur's letter
of November 5th, 1929.

No- reference is made to the real gravamen ^11.
of the Director^of Education's charge against the Missiojr § 
and that is the TJiaslon was c9ntrolllng the political y’t 
vj,ews of teachers aho^e salaries, were in great part paid by ij 
the State. It may or may not be wise to insist on one's

i?

own employees holding certain views, but as soon as those,. . 
employees become engaged Ip. work paid for by the State,' 
the right to oo^troL tljeir^pollti*®! views disappears.

12.'.,
emphasize the vie* that Missiotos too often regard oo-operatlon. 
with 'Sovemment as meaning payment by Government and control

■ '''• The Directox pf Bduoetlon desires to

The attitude of the Misalon is a signalby Missions.
example of this,.inability on the part of tio Mission to_

. / recognise that thei^cdnduct of schools by Missions with payment 
of grants for salaries .involves the Missions in certain

i
definite responsibilities in respect of political liberty..

I enclose as an appendix to this despatch .13.
the report and statement asked for hy Lord Passfield in 

ij- paragraph 5 of his Confidential (2) despatch of the 18t^ 
' March, 1981^ . ,, , ''

V
1

I have the honour to be,' 
air,

Yt)\u- most obedlisnt homble servant,.
1

■' 'Wli' w

I

{ '
if;''.K' i s\ S»Rt

'.H ’'•‘i

f
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“ffs s SiS art's' ~liaa aateac a sraa «axw ^ x.ara teaglaatly.
ggg. JMaa aaigno*.*

ak tettegl aa.

/..
?-■’

*. ar^i’Sn
■ J ■*

rss^Li
tis^h

V •

■■*v , _____
i',i'',iK ^'^ala i : '•i| I*

.#>U'
..■-„.v..;*g^'-• §

y

'■•*
■*i.’

*^BIiS*iiglP -....,
^ 'f ' *. 'W-<■ .«^-.,\;^'«i.5;. f*' »»...', %-'-O

^£:

'♦

■v .ii
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tUB aliu&tloa in thB out-aclkools la not yat
It la xhB aana ox aoxaa than ixaxa» att<t>• *

rulOy a*alAX«4. 
posBlbly «• My bss* Bchool* «lth uoli raduetd. nnabara.
In Bplt* at aur lou«>, «• bare nifrlclBiit teaetaarB ts 
ao tbs Bcbooa work hsce, and. to Btafr vltb eapabls teaabarB 
.n our cut-aetuiolB axcspt ons. wblcb vaa daad befors tbla 
troublB aroaa.

1 aara taa aonoux to ba» 
aiXf

lour ebaaiant aarvant*

(ag(U) joas V. ABSSOR*

c:*

!

i

■ r •a

1 r',.
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Ai'P:;’ijDC.
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i..ci;i f vfr i V'j.iuaj.f' i‘”.ultw.cH M, .

1:. 1! •j. t.i' >v( i‘r.‘ iot. ;a] 0'._- . r.e

, c ur^' ijj£
f ]■:. : I'. v.'jiV;' : oprocer to

.:ii-ciu.; t'-; ce£ lai'. in

: o. •r vv'..

t, b‘ ".1/

'.'i'; I.'.'I. 1' 1 t r:u.- r.i ■

[. e:..!:'.;.: i;.;; t./ ki.owl k;:e *■ * : crit.inol offf-nce

. r>-ui:..':2'=-" 6;., l.'i b’tii::.;' kfr will.

'M , Ki.liu ;.t:LOi-.,;.ion K'loT’t.ei’ a, a 
T'; lied by ’.I'.eS'..- ■■ :i ..tion M:,t.

;.' ction.I...' :

P ■ovi.,.c^.

i;i j..Lu. 
Kia'bu.

Hall.

. . J; .

v;,'.'r.iio (Ki;:ii-Ettkoria 
o'ji.lh i'.!.vi.'o:x’0 (laa-Abasubf;).

E.a;;.zh . ;

H'he jU.iiiiarii i.i'x.ln'

-X'or. ,-ip,e luly autl.oi'txeu by

.... bocal C-.'; .c:l .Hall, v/lllsin

.... Di. ti'l.jt y. rfOii 
ocofonr.anoe of the opera lion ol clitoi'iGec'oi..y.

Ho peroon subject to the Jurisdiction cf 
.... Local Hative GouiiCil in 
.... Dictaict when pcrfoiT..ino; or 

srtlsting in the performance of clitorldectoEy 
slii.il liake an inoi.sion of greater exit r.t‘ or depth 

< thbi. is necessary for the reiitoval or excision of

th* T a ■*

. ac fol.owx:-

" it) .1.

the ...

th. o;- a; ..ia t i:. the

(ii)

the

the ....
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Any .'V'cr iiinisLji. or r.uliln: ir.y 
■■ M be f-erfon.'

alls

ox SOI i'-'ew .Ilian . ne

I orfoiT-oO.

( r. :. ay • TfuiT ru^ion;.ei;

• ii y .v-.-i.' • j
o:fcri;»:d;t‘ . lO. -I:' :

r.t.

(-V,. ■■11 ;.o.‘J .

Yf'r I”.-ct Cv....,' .

: le •! :ev . v-C _fr.

' ’.t 'j'.. ‘ ffL -

1 !•'; vJ-.' • v.l;C'f-!'

. : do, -vii re.* .
■i-i: • V

}’ o'Viroes

wviov/.

I -

'V'
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5.

vTjTTv' P.vOVIi:CE.I.
After th stormy tinesI'imiibu District.

- Loreh 1950 It hns bf en thoUL'ht wise to 
allusion to the'subject, but, to punish

(a).
of October 1999 
refrain frosi op' n

of existing orcers, and to conffB*, 
propaganda to v/ppis in season in ^Jrivate conversations

' with-influential native^ , ' ' ■ »
Kiambu District has bog^ it3ei,i by the ^

the'milder-fom.W' operation and aW»

i,!.l)ertially any ureDc;,

The
' ' standcr-'^ i-esolution tb t

' to the registration of autitorffeeb to operate. ,
to detecV breaches OfWhile it Is practiceliy lii^ossible 

the fipst of these orders, unless a complaintlodged, 
thoi-e is reason to believe that the second order Ip • ^ ^
generally respected; One operator viho performed uittout

pejmlsslon has been fined Ste.®/-.

gveri Distiiot- Tljere has been pi'acti^llyr ■ 
Kikuyu of this distidoti'', ^ 

■ -

(b).

no pban^ in the attitude of the 
tpwai-dS the oastoa of female circumoision. • ,

The vast nnlorityof. the population are as.

O

1''

I . ,sti«t>glr op^sed as ever ,t0, any change
aodifloation of the operations ■ the teaching i>fi «ie Kiaaaoi-*s ■

against this ouslw still aroases

in thetdte .om

resentment, suspicion' 'i
IIS's;. ■
■ k ■ and hostility. ■,1

.every oocasl^ when' < ••• This is clearly shoen 
this .question copep iutp prominence, , as for ihstatice ipD*n^’, 
the parties resppnbbH ft>r the circumcision of a-sirl

without hei'*conse'ht aretpunished.

OE

and have "been for .The resets are always the sairie 
the past too ye-arsV- there is a falling off in attendance

Mission schools; ''there is a demand for and attempts 
'■ to start isdependent schools and to hold Independent Church

'■. t i

.at the

services and Prayer meetings.

4 - The fact -
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ftct iL, th!>t the vhiole li .t.'ict with the
few dozen inuividutls ic opposed tc -.ny 

.ode of conducting

The

exception of a 
change in tiie ceron.ony or ir. th'.

the operation.
Interf-Pence by Government or by iacions is gieatly 

dreaded, and little it require, 
resentment and unrest.

Two oases

. t'j arouse suspicion,

tnis dii ti lct of 
■ without their consent-l 
tlie girl was a pupil

have actually occurred in
girls being oircuiecized forcibly an 

first oocuj-red in l.&rch 1950; 
in the Tumu boarding scl,ool who had accepted the

15 or 14

The

tier age war 
uircumcisea against her wish:

ol-ief HduiniJ were

tills subject;liission teaching on 
years; her father hau her 
he and the female operator wife of

Ir.'.ian Pinal Code (st.-tlon 87) and
senlenoed

prosecuted undei' the
convicted of voluntarily causing hurt and were

. and the operator to a fine offather to 14 days R.Ithe
aSte.70/-.

occurred in October 1951 and wasThe second case 
similar. The girl^a^aln was a pupil of some 15 or 

Tul.u Tuinu boardinr school;
very

she
14 yeai s of ags in .Hie
had. adopWd thi'-'lssiQn'teachwg-against the rite and was ■

October 8th wiile onforcibly circumcised by. her mothei' on
a vHait .to her home. . ^

The girl's motner, thd operator, five ,oJh^ wepen 
ahd one man who essisrk'i4r«oroibly,pan7lns .c^
operation wer^ pro^uteS %yeri u^er seett# 214

iirlirdnai cia.se ho/'06 of l^Sl, aoi

• .. £

the

or the Penal Code, M-
The £, motherr-r.-.■ convicted of causing grievous harm^,

^g^nd W.operator>rr^ sentoheed to 8 months--' ^ 
hard .labour and the remaining s_lx

\
;i'. ■

t ,;ith >•-persons -

I

£:
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'■ w-'-.'.i; ii.;pri:;onJiientre ler.tc, .ced tper-ons w'uo assisted '«> 
with hal'd laliour.

I'ict -'ndsite 6 stir ir. tar

da as I ai..i:.
DOti. oftsas Claused

; r..,{■ .ii.ief: a’ ure: ulted in a iaivu a,a;;.

tu pretest aj^ainst the ierrisuriic:-i.t ' ai y i'iKuyu tor

wai'u:. i. eiasuly' tariiufollowing ai. ariCieut eustom cu

eoted wUi, t;-eir trinal life ai'.u religion.

usde' leave h
con'.'

‘’onward aIn tiie lest case tiiu; 
petition to hi. Excellency the ;,vfcrn..r. 
was d..ly ccisslitn -wit'", 
tiie convicted , i. . son

Tils rc::re:.t

In their petition tiiey asked that

;; ir.i.d-t be pardoned or at least that

Tieof a fine.re reciiiced t. onetlce scn.tence miolct 
Governor was unable b- accede t. ti.i. ire-tltlsn being 'if the 

guilty had in fact L-",r. treater with (opinion t; id l:.o 
leniency.

«
(

. . . 1-t.r..z c, ac*; j

e
ii.. ii i.t tl:’- :t:. h.L-eLX'in,' til’. ;;.ivjulei.. '

loii;; i.cte.-vals

iMi; b'-tx.--. -

c

d' v;lcici'. ' in; i: njJie: cerV o
•il' i. i:;. ion. It..

I
I

goo’: as ever.

'diei - i.t tin :Til ri r.'.

ie oi".c ; al ,rs : ' i'd ai:
(o). Sisbu District, 
appoint!:;, nt of r'j:d':.:tered f-: ■ 
ehcellent eff ct ;■ .d. it u.-: . iu.ar.t Q .ti; t theftl.

..Ot p.-rfor:-.e ‘■ne■s .o .major oiieraton is veip' raio-y 
So also among tiie a t!.i it, triet,she; trite, i:Eiibu.

there i. no r.ason to i lieve tin r anythli'n- lut t'e

minor operation has latterly been perfo ■’ ed.

Tilt; male portioii of the population i. opro. d to tne

ti.tt fact thatmajor fore, and that opposition together 'wi^.^

seen from the ststisiics i'urnlslied iierev.ith, 
have been incarcerated f ;■ infringing the Kcsolutio 

passed by the Embu Local I'a'tive Council in 1926, should be 
sfafficient to enstfre that the more severe form will not

that a continuous watch is ■ .

as will be
i,b women

a^ie^be introduced provided
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ci&lntii inert.

(d).

11 I hiiv sjient.

The District C.am.isslener writes

f-'is

r.luer*.

tile 01, studyi'. 
. i crs- iii!', 1'

e.j!.;-irter( i-1
i„oli.er '.burtiir I'-O’l >■'- 

^-nd . ycor four inflaential heaciren
T.owards tin

cliooen by t!iu '.-eru to tour Si„bu rtioii-lct 10 rt see
ill' re

Tiie ri.iitt'.r O' yiires 
T lirve i;rer.t 'ropes

i„ec.. (.coompii'.'i.ed ti.ere.

tactful tiertE.n.t but
wiirt i.art 
very cri‘'.,ful aUe 
ti.nt at tir;

viill be■ .eo:l Loc.l Tative Co nicil .eetint; we

lution wrioli will oortify tlie operatia uosoable to pBCi. 
ver; cmsiderably «-

.;.e t!,r reel; liutioi. of operatorsla :..i

ncce. - ary •"
kesolutior. on the 

.'f-c. ived t're
Gir.c^ t!.' up.jve v.ao written a

’ and !i6d,. nr LB ted l:s.. '.iecnlir.ec coi
ve Co r oil.Ex or:.

f, ct of I.iortifying RuleThis itev.ollltior no., tie n.i -

quoted above by r.. tricting tiieho. 2 o:' tiie nu’ea 
operatior. to ti.c 
aiirt fne 
of tin

/
lire..,oval of He tip ci the clitoris’ 

skin ! Icno tlie free ertresnirall dark ridges of

labia Qinora.”

niife native women duly

tlon in the
Ti.ere n.e

authorised to iierfoLir, the circuii.cirioi. opera

district and all have been personally warned
Fort Hell

;,ton of ti.e by-law in force, they liavd

.■erd to ti.e evils
by the Adminirtra 
also been continually instructed witi

<
. re.

1
ci-rlecaused by enytl.lnc but a veryand the mutilation 

operation.
Ko charges have been brought et 

under the Uativc .authority 
'ear.

All ol'ficer:; have taken evei7
onuortunity of imui-essing on barozas of natives ti.e evils of

- paths -

ti.rr

undei' the Penal Code or 
Amendtient Ordinance of 1924 throughet the ;

1 •



7.
of tin inr^ocuousiusl-nict tm lb- Icclmical d-U.llnpBins to

oiei'stion.
The Furt Kail Loet.1 revive Cunnell tit tiioir mooting

' tbie f'lllowing c.innte v.hichOctober OlH):, 19S1, pa-' 
is relevhnt to the fensle circumr.i: io’- 'luestion

” iir- IT SC'.Lied proofaule tl ot 'ii.i , choolb

,f(
oil

would -0 opened by a lliiiion if tlo dispute over 
.■.irc-aji,ciEion c.iuln dl nettled, the rei.bers 

rrepared to cono.ider ®iti, their com tituents 
the oucutlon of enforcing sore lesser operation.

f 0 li.S 1 L-

ve.yf.

That the 1 Issio;. co.ucei-ned oe asbec to uenr! a 
.'.tative tr_ uiacuuL: the whole puei-tion 

at tiic- r.f xt uting-of the
rei re.-u 
wil’:: tiie i.ei:.ue-;'E

bn«hcil" .
ihat ti-eu-e ic a growingThe above tinute . i.ow. 

realization of ti.e evils o" tiiC present fon. of operation
enforce a lesser and innocuousand an embryonic desire, to

foil:- tlu-oughout t:'is dtstrict. 
Any Idvance

c
in the direction of altering the nature

tint it become:- ini.ccuous ar.n finallyof the operation so 
of dispensing wife it altogether must come from within

■iT/j drastic octionand be backed by popular opir.icr
r rissions to enforce li;e proldbition

. a:.G

by Goverju.f o 
of the opeiv.tion at fne pro, e t ti:..e will only be met

by sullen suspicion ano a closinu and poss^aly an
natives who ignorantlyaugDientation of tl:e ranks of theue

the ulterior motive of Kis:ions andbelieve tliat
Goveiment is to breakdown age old oustor. an. 
detriballse the native in order to take his lands.

thus

l^MSk PUOVWCE -

«>I

4.• (
i> A 4>.
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TnuasA PitoUlLC?-n.
view to ever.tual • I 

OI,a will-Be'pursued. ...j]
with DpTopajO-naa(a) Kitul.

i f the rite is being
•ve Uouuell lo addition to the

abolition o
Kitui Local Uat'The

standard heaolui .on 'li'-- passed the following

HC'Su ution blso
„ --hat It snail be unlawful' fot. any .person to ^

Perfot. any operation involving the ^

of tlte private narta of any t^
personally expressbd to the -operater

father .(or guardian, the,fatlten,^
nother (or her representative 
If rhn it dead).*

/

;

c 'hsent 
■by both her 
lend) and h< r 
lii-lve cuttoEi,

,.V«:

thei« haye.f^een
/IT I'-V* . ,

nnder the reuoli^t|ons, as

■.tached lieretb. ^

iiesclnticns were lassed .Ci
cueSi: or

i.nree ;i\'SeCiitio-t

schedule a
only 
shown it: the

,te-i
Pereale eireSrei 1on lia&,.n^en

,, chifefly "because t^!!tj 
and no ill effects' eaSBlt-

u■ ncl.akos(b)
meatiness in this districtcaused u:

•■ ‘-'on 1. I- t.inon one
‘h : :Jit • 'V.-f

carrled_^t.^|^
■'n I.edical tpitlon the ororation as

,«*. ■,„»« »- t™“« If v„
UTB.. 1.

trirfC tk[=aiitoaa.anilKn. 'Ijl

■ ■ , A, vTi' i,v
‘ ^Co^^ssioner

statement'-. Tn ,;

- Lindblom's - ^

m

b^' the liacUakds

has never 
natter.

•• ■
1

5^ Provincial
thoBgh the( .■- is a aiAOrthe-operation

f

i
o. • ,
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Liiidbloi..' 5 book o;. int- Wakhiiiba tha*' trie ^abla i..inora 
clituridis' : re out av.ay CU' -ettr: I'uatand 'pi'afeputiiu. 

the operation in not so inslg: 1 i'icant as it iray aproar.

He furtlieradds tlu:t he wit,, the District Gonm.irslorf,r 
local i:isslon8ry long residenttlie . '.61111081 01

in tin hcchf kos district, h:,di lightened native opinion,
.cer, a

to be ta,.en with a view to modi tyingarc 001,sidering steps 
the seveilty ul t.i.e operation i.e. llffiLting it to the

'?he dfiqulrles &r» not yet' :-rf,eputi'.!i, ' .
A proposal t , this effect, if ^bought

cutting ol ii'
complete.
desirable, vfill so submittoc. t, the Itachakos Local native

Gour.ell in the near futufe anc if approved by t.liat body, 
the operators, who strangely enough are Pkamba,, 
will be instiircte, accordingly.

III. hTAbm.
The b'ilotic and Bantu Kavirondo do not 

pi-actlcg- female clrcuacision but there is a mild fonn 
ai,kmE the Lumbwa, Kisii an., 'yangori and the few 
Ka^i and ^Igonyi who art in borth Kavirondo.

THRKAKA PSOVUiCE.’ ■ 'JV.
The rite is only practise.d amongs.! the 

.‘1 Sijk trpfe anp i.ot o-ht TurkaW

/ iHa-fgiMed in thl^ district.
subject has upon ------ ^

■/c,‘.|eeh'‘ discu'w^ et 'IpcBl :Uative^.CoimGil iuaetihgs when- the 
■‘jnembdfs ramciajS uwsoOTinoed gi t|}t cairect.ress jaf pi^em 
'^j'en'tifio o^infoB '^'^arding the liarmfulness of this 

aricient cusi^biL

Only the milder lor. of operation, is‘
-/ *

i '

: evei'al ccctsions
f « <>

It
f-v' '

'*It wjis''conE3.dei*ed that at preEent'there

I
•ii
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ib i;u r.ccec ity to promulijfite i r. onle.- t-1 {.;-oi i; it 
unlicenoei.' i.f io.orii [ oo mil.,: t’.o oi ei-!i‘.ior..

It ib v.i.itiiy of ntriirk tlii.t toorf: nei-e one or two eld­

ers who, havinii L-.arrlcl KaraiiJiJotit: wlveo, whose trde do 
not practice tiiis cortoir., idc.ltte.. th.-.t c.hilr)-hirth whs an 
easiei' L.atter for a haramajonp wotiar. t'ltr. a icf..

To i'f'Cure siici or admistion m a stc] in t:.e ri.rl;t 
direction.

Pi'oLicttive leoislation wn;,'..; not only he dur.pei-ousiy 
unpopular at present but forecooc.ed tc failure under the 
Ijoal conditionf ub tail .inn.

V. itIFT v;i^T.

One case was report-.u uy the habai'tonjo Mission 
in Kamasla o;' i:.r-ats by a nirl's i‘f iatives to perfont 
the operatior, sy force.

A warning wn.- ,^;i»en i;. t!x Local ;h.live Council 
i.iectii.g against uiy. oUv,. atler.pt, an. tae a11itudecSf 
Govcrni..en( erpluined on ti. whole ouection, ■..peoially 
with regard to tin serious operation.

The Kakasia are ihuc.a too bacic>.f.rd to expect any 
itpression to be t.ade on tiieni in resiect of the custoii as 
a whole although they understand that oonpulsion on an 
unwilling individual wilt oe aev.-rely dealt with.

The operation is not a., u rule a.. ..evei'i as in one 
districts.

VI. HZOIA P..QVIi;CE.

The major operation is not apparently

ouatODiary in tliis Province,.
'i

'•;-o■.a-r-. , tpibes are-very backivard. Tlieie is . 
practicaiiy waong them, and therefore 
teaching aianietra^ally opposed to na^tive precepts.

✓
no ■

-It is
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It Is known to them that Governnent views the p-actice 
with disfavour but it will only go with education.

, As in Kikuyu, its passing will be accompanied by ill- 
treatment of the innovators, but at present there 
The practice in this Pi-ovinoe is apparently quite liarsrless 
as nothing coi.ies to the surface

are none.

of hospital or Court, but
more research is needed.

VII. COAST PROVIIfCE.
Female circumcision is not a matter of great 

importance in the Coast Province, and those tribes
which practice it adopt the milder forms only.

There is no female circumcision at all 
amongst the Pokomo or Giriama tribes, nor is it at all 
common amongst the Duruma or Digo. 
custom for female children to be circumcised*

In Teit^t is the
thin a week

of birth, and the ope-ration is necessarily a minor affair 
owing to the tender age of the child.

o
The Galla, Kore and Boni of the Lomu district 

continue to bircumcise as heretofore and the District 
- Commissioner reports that there is no sign of the practice 

dying out.

Telta Is the only Local hotive Cour.cil in the 
Coast Province which has passed a 
with the subject.

hesolution dealing

VIII. IdASAI.

Female circumcision os practised by the Ibsai 
is believed to be a severe operation but medical officers 
who have worked among them maintain that, so far as they 
are able to judge it has no dangerous effects eitlier on 
the women or the children.

- The HasaiI
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The liaii.i are a pertiouIarl7“oonsei-votive tritie and

efforts to i.:odify any,((>f their customs by precept and 
propaganda,*re Urgelj^^neffective. They refuse even to 
discuss feu,ale circimicision widch they say is their own
business and nobody else's.

Any reference to the pi-aotice is held to be indecent, 
and any movement to suppress It would be regardei as 
tantaijoiint to an attempt to spread anarchy and to compass 
the disruption of their fatdly life.

IX. icc.iTilht; raoirfiBK pkOvince.
Tlie Samburu are in customs and habits s^lar to the 

Tliey practice olitoridcctomy in ^Vigorous 
but apparently vdthout causing any vei-y serious after 

Tlie ..endile du libewise.

Amonp the C-alla tidbes the operatic!] is a slight one 
;ed at ii-regulsr and indefinite periods.

All the Somali tribes practice Infibulatlon, 8ie 
operation bein.r perforr.cd in earl; ij: h noy and following 
on clitorideotoniy.

The Turkana are the only exception in. that they 
do not rraotise clitoridectomy.

Lasai. form

eff. cts.

and is pi'sc

■'j

/

Api-% '%2* 4,
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^gismszisigjaEas. TH» ftcitljr CODB

;UQ££L pp/WTWrfg

iaott.tti ItYtl lilatrlat.
9P-

Maxob 19^. - A girl 01 inmii iTiimi 
booEdlng achool *•.« olrcumclaod. 
agalnat bar wlah. 
tba lamala oparator vara ooaTlotab 
oi voluBtaxily i!«n«inf; ourt. yao. 
&1. 1.P.C;. 

santanaa. 
raapaatlTaly.

Iba rataar and

14 dajra H.l. and yba.70/-

ibflm. Caaa 96/31. - A almllax oaae in 
whloh tba girl*a mptbar, S otbar 
wamn and a aan who asaiatad warn 
oonrletad undar See.214 of tba Panal 
Coda or Cana log OriaToua ham. 

santOToa.
HtETraapootlTely.

3 Bontba' U.L. and 6 weaki'

ibu Ulstrlot. hll.

jaibu Dlatrlct. all.I jftcrtt District. Hil.

irort HaTl jjiBtrlCt, mil.

USiMBjL PROvacs.
MYAlTZi. HtQYISCE.

all.

all.
WWCIWi PHOTima!. au.

o
wnBi^Tipij pi^owTniR p^rnTxacai. 
aZOIA HtOTTaCE.

COAST PHOVntCB.

RTW VITJ/Pr PBnvTwmi;,

MASAI PR07TSCE.

ail.

all.

all.

all.

all.

. '/ '

tjWiixmjias* u; |

0

amm
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kMt>u (GODtiau«(L)*

Aocu.»a<L MlBSUMOt 9 ,1 .SiMfa. no,01

atio.160/- oadi 
or 2 aontho*
R.l. (ah*.
132/- paid).

Bba.lboz-aaita 
ox 2 mootin' 
&.I. (Tins 
paid).

BOB. 20/-

10/1930 (2 eounta) 2 2

19/193U 12 counts) 2 2

24/1930

111 ClaBB Uourt 
Case of 1931.

1 1

BOS. 13o/-aiiil 
In dslault 2 
montOs' B.l.

11

14 t03;^'1931 
and 74/1931 aOA. 460/-aBlti 

or 0 months'
’. saoo O.L. 

(j'lne not 
paid).

BOB. loo/- or 
2 months' H.L. 
(ulna not 

paid).

BOB.100/- OX 
2 montbs'H^L* 
(Plnf^not 

paid).

SOB.loO/- ox 
2 months'

20(3 counts)20

176/1931 1

176/1931 1

108/1931 11

0 months'
R.I.

llo/1931(3oount8)l 1

TTHTH!I*

Kltttl Bletrict.
• i

Cr.Caso 14a/:i927. 2 fecuBod^

CtrcttaelBing a girl 

I/192T* ^ r.-/.'

e«fi .2:1-
■QQtlL

I ■

■ ■ - '. •

I-
■ - 4-

T.'

,^ll^/- sodti.
! a^eillt 14 4a3r».
. B*X*

taniss. ClrensielaiBg gixlf 

NO.1/1927. .

ii.- .

. T
. Poni^tjr. finad •J^SSE* A>lowing a man -tQI

mg:'
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jLltiii ■ui8trlQt»(0oDtlau.eaJ«

fcUiB.dU/- *nd In 
default 'i. moptba* 
H.L.

cLraumciaa tits aau^tex contra 
native Law and custoiw

Ill.MYAMZii rRovmmt.

TmaoLMA PROvmca.
^TUT erovIMU!;.

unpTtrgBi] IttOMTIER PROVmcS.

MZCIA FROTmci!;.

COAST ERQYIMCS.

all.

XU.
nil.

nil.

nil.

all.MASAI EROYIMta.

O

\ J

I 0

j. 1
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This rQ«moran(lu:v,- urt. 1 by ti*e

Kikuyu Mission Coui.olJ,

lnfjr.TUAl.ljn boin h3 reLurls famtile cir-uinc i ai on 
-onirov.'ray, and pjn otn^r -ntitters oonnect^d witi.

affairs in the Kikuyu Prjvln-e r. rj'*er:t years, 
addition. It ralpes questions ret^ardlnt. -iov■=irn'nent i)olicy 
wiit'^n are jf '■■onst d .Tfible 1 mpor ♦’in''", 
while, thereforv, ronslier it

•jr.tulns M * reat dwtii of

In

J "t 9‘.'e;-.s worth

ri sO’!i*’ detu ‘ ; .

It nas been the ■* n
• enent years to ref'Or to a "major opera* : )n' an 1 a 
"minor operation", the minor operation •jnsiatlnt: only of 

The memorandum s/iows tnat there la in

Pat:e8 1 and

clitorldeft-jmy.

fu^t no su-h operation as alnip^e ‘‘I i ♦. :r 1 ieot Jiny * r.
This is borne out by the 

latest information fro.T. the Governor, a-je No. 57 on 
IDOO4/50, parat:rappri 5.

praotloe umont. the Kikuyu.

Th-=r--- is little jr no te'.'-'hlng 
or value associated witii the *5^ in :'lk..yu, 
psycholotji cal effects of it are serious.

Pages 3 and 4.
and the

rases of

Pages 4 and 5. tribes abandonl.ng the op .rati n nave 0 -curred In other

parts of Afr1 ca.

'"he lia’a available would seem to.’

a.^ccest that the actual oporat'on Is b\it a .minor, 
although essential, -^eature of the whJle, a.nd, a? 
tne -aae of the Wakamba, It is probable tiiat it pos^essee 
no religions sitj-l f i'‘ance wiiatev-.*c.

"age b.
1 n

The Christian i-ltere consider

the whole ceremony fcr bo^s and girle so impregnated

with
' ■ '■

't-; •

■ mK. V
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«
:3«

Aw'?.;.;-
,/

with Impupitl** tbWt nS-Ohrii^tSii p'arwit would daslrte hi*
'V ■ ; _ - ' '■'-■•

ohiid to ^WS thrdugb 'S' #•■•

>or many yoara^ tb« Uiaslons bare boM

oppaaOd to tbo oiromony, and JdaWii aonduotod propaeanto, • 
etc. against it. Tbs’Churob^il^ of tbs dhureb of Scotland 
Mleolon. Kikuyu» were amsndad In 1915 as t^llowe:- 

"1 girl wbo has bean bapnsad and 
profaaslon

•'bae made public

may not be olrcumoissd". 
tbwcMCowe reoommended that nCtarlsttana, Catepbiimens,

It was otw '
,1

Riga IX.

hearere and othert. be taught that the olroumelslon.of glriw

Is upneoeesary, and thirt it,-la contrairy to the. prlnolples
r'V of Christianity."

In 1920, at a Conference of Batlve' “f*- 
Christiana held at Tumutumu "the leading Elders deolared fc^ 
absolute prohibition of the custom within the African 
Ci^oh* and supported the Imposition of discipline on those 
mem^s who liight'Infrl^e the Church laws pertaining 
thereto. ■; In tha same year a United Hatlre Conferenoa was

s «age 12.

held at Sd“bui, at whtqh natiya members of the African 
native Uleslpn and the Gospel Mission came to similar 
conclusions.

■ *;■

The Chiirch Missionary So -lety never

»aga U. pursued any uniform policy on the subject.

MB tlmeto time, since .1920,, Joint 
||j|al|^lstlana have considered the ’ii- foonfarene

g^usstion One ouch oonferanoa, held in Ootobi^i
sfter: the Opplroversy had: started) passed a 

minute as follow#tr ''The Blders rsgrst the accusative, .

is,oni^-the ;
, airoi^iio|^,^|a8''oubtom ri^iived., »d 
l8'Kt«P|^hey,dad^tl^S|oi^:in^:^

or

if r--

-ww-'

and^Bot a «attirt;,df : - 
oOispul8l(^

mr
f- V--r;!
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f>orapula1on by the ■^jr)p<dQni.

Tlie t^enera'. ‘ her-lusl on ^ s ♦ h>.*

■’•ov am-jnt airorir '’iW ' '> ‘liUB bci^n *i wi Itsaj-r-.'i ■! ’i:. •?

at '-•'.rru.'.''3lon waloh baa been care-^'.lly

.re?a^e 17. sponaorea ly some at l-?4st, of tav ' issl 
a number of blrls who have never 
d7 such glrla sljnea u pct;T,’jn f'orSprotent ion in lj2j. 

The t;overiimeut' 8 polU-y has been 
Conf er-.Tioe

'A
Daen :■! sed .

biisea on the resolution of the Governors'

'"'’he Conferahcs 'onaiaer thet the ;jractloeIn ly2D:-

nno^ entof female circumois'-on which was of v<srj

but that theorlL'ln, should not be interfered with, 
respective Governments "onoerned ahohll endeavour to

the more brutal formsPage 21.
; . rsuude such trit.as as pravtlve 
of it to return to the ::;ore ano'er.t am leas brutal

forms."

'.'ariOJS 1.0 'a 1 llatlve "Ghtc'ls
Cl

'rh' ■ oninduced to pats resolutions, wherebp • i.-. 
i-ould only be performed i;y skilled women uu'=ed i.y

The

were

the Council, an'i should be limited In its nature, 
memorandum maintains that these resolutions n.-mal

The first prosecution unoer tliem'took

r^a

-V (l^d letter, 
plane In April,iy29.

k -I .) Section 4 of ’-he ?'einorandum is 
a most Interastlng and useful h!;itory of the opposition

. to'Spvarrmenli and the Missions.

• 1

Tt {ippenrs that the. %iirh-"'
1' .

•; ,'’'vi'4r'v y ■ opj^altlon to uoverhmsnt 'y.'as at Its height In lyl^ at 
the time. ..0|. the Thulcu troubles, but that throughoutf,. • f 

'V "'h Ay, • 1' 'atthMquetft yaarf, the opposition to the Mia«lons was '■

-Inor,easing, and/ithe distance, batwean loyal ohlefs add ^ 
Government supporters on the'one hand.^ and the young 
mail represented by i^he Kikuyu Central Association nn

b'-Av.

v-y-

the
j I • •

-A;,.iui: :f
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the nth-T Increasln#? all the time (Appendix ''Tf

r^ontaina a valuable history of Ine KiVruyu Tentral
■^g-es 2^-20.

AssociutIon.}
tjtxvcv^^

:-:urly in Ij'^? a bi^ Wroua^ was held at 
Nyerl , which appears to have be^.n ^-onferned wifh t t.e
political situation tsenerally in the reserve^ and par’^ ni- 

thJ a'r’tlvlties of the Vi^cuyu <"eutrul Aasocia- 
At this baroi^a the Ki;-;uyu Central Aasoriation 

representatives announced that they stood for the preserva­

tion of the old tribal custoras, laying apecal emphasis

larly^ wl tli
tion.

Patjas 2-y-3i.

It, thus for the first time wason "female circumcision".

H-W
U-c^.. S 

•

f^.Gh !>■
Tula brouL'lit the rikuyu Centralmade a political Issue.

Association Into direct conflict with the mlesions.

In Uaroh,ly29, a representative 
conference of all the churches In the Kikuyu country was

held at Tumutuinu, at which the position with reijard to 
female circumcision was reviewed, and the followlna' o

resolutions passed:-

'M1} It wa. resolved,with one dissenting, that th's

evil, and should be abandoned by nil Christians; 
It wa's resolved, by 50 votes to y, that all 

submlttint to It snould be susp r.ded by the churches

custom is

(2)

everywhere;

(J) The Conference made no recoirniendatlons as to 
periods of suspension. Tt remitted the question bac'- to 
the ohurches asking for It to be carefully considered 
with a view to getting a definite decision at a further

Pages 54 4 50.

oonferanoe. ■'

In the following month occurred the 
first case of prosecution under the Local Native Council - 
Resolutions. Various persons were prosecuted for

t
performingr

di...



p rformlrifc' the operation on a ^'Irl a^'tilnst her will.

In addition to axoeedint' tr.e resolution of the ^O'-al

Native Council they ware char^iol with causing grievous

hurt under the Tnlian Penal Code. Thci tatter chiiTf^e

was not aubataat latecl as the ‘'a^jistrate held that th«Pages 54 « 5?-
girl in fa •! n juaented In the end, but two wo:rien wore

convirvted for exceedin the Lo'al Native Coi.nc’lt.

Heeolutions.

Much capital was .-nude out of this case 
by the JTikuyu Central Association on the one side,

and on the other it caused ••eunaternation in the heartE

of many African Christians."

The Church of Scotland started

collecting signatures for a petition on tlie subjectPages 45 a 4i).
tliroughout the Kyarnbu District. This caused

considerable feeling.

Finally, at the Church of S'‘Otiand

Chur'^h'at Chogorie it was decided that the only way to

leal with the situation was to demand from all Church 
members a repudiation of female circumcision and'-afi- 
the Kikuyu Central Association, 
of war upon Mie association

'^hls WHS a (loclarat i or

, and the culmination of

tt^^series of 1 ncident s led t; l^i^big drop in

the raembershlp of both chur'^hca ani mission s'*hool8.

As regards chur-'hes, the number of
Page 4y.

Church of Scotland members has fallen from •In

September,^l9to 1,492 in the middle of 1'J51‘

As regards schools, the numbers were
i

fairly well maintained In central schools, and have 
Many out-schools, hpwever, became 

quite or practically empty. The following are the

now Increased.
Page 99.

figures:-

In



75

Uec.l^aa: uac.iqzq: Deo. i'j^O : ueo.i-^^l.

Out-school 8 7y8 8y IM 554
Central schools 047 bOO /O':/ .5?-

'iL.j jU>-5 kT'^Wii,. s

Some out-3oh03l ma.mbrtrs 'Hp;>r

the Director or Ddunatlon and asVed h1:!i to seal 
teachers to replace the mission teachers. 
t1 scuaaion wt th the mission autiior i t' e s, the

''■ovorr.rr.ent

Aft.tjr1

follow’nc

attitude of boll, mlaslona ano '.i.o nii-eiitor of ' on was

atlfscrt: -
{i; ilovernrcent would not oonal lor ' h« sanalnf of 
'.Govarnnient J teachers to mission out-S'-.-Oo Ico.

t^age

IJJ The teacher appointed hy the :;:is.’:ion wouii rofrtilr, 
in school hoars fro-i reference to tiie 'll;-, 
circumcision.

• 1 ..r. or female

Pet6<» 53- Requests made for CoTernment p'-‘hooi8

were not (rranttd. Cj

Throughout the er,d of 1^29 ani iv3b 
»he Kihuyu ^ontral Assjc'atlon ant M.eir followurs did 
everythin,.: they coulu to thinrs n::p' ^asaiit

Tn August, a barcMi

in a;, ondoavour to Kpsist 'he ssi ons,

for t!.e

mlsslons. a '.Vfis hel-i a’, wn’c:.

Oovern;r.oat ,

announced:-

time 1 ho k imlni strar 1 on j :'
:'e'‘o::ur^ei^‘l .-to tlic Dirortor oi' Z'luoa*ion t iiut Oovcr:;-u:.!

.,K
grants ^houi ’. he ..wi tndrawn from such o .t-S'tx.oo. s as had
not 20 pupils, and

(Cjl
ib) the eva.'it of tuls being done, and If, 
of luclc or funds, the Mission closed ‘he schools, the 
Government had no Intention of o^jening other schools ir. 
the neighbourhood.

va) ‘I’hat, tn two nt.hs’

as a result

The Result of thi- i'- '-lnrut i vw-.s

* ne ••t'
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"I•fv *1

v4’^' j . ’Vi; •,

'•r-v-; •_.
',4¥h. ■•■:

Pto.lQgqt

■j
>1

Ike, MV); Il»o.iq\l. I

-iOut-BObOOlS 
Central schools

87 :J8*
709 .

■ 'tuj .U-M u:^ «»r>»»vt!,v <
Som« out-80hoai nmmbsrs approached

554 ■I
047 boo 8}2. ■a

'1
•:•

the Director ot Education and asked him to send GoTerniB*it,l 
tBaohir«t,tp rapiaoe tba|#ilB*ion teaohere. 
disousalpn with the mlsaion authprltles, the foUowt

Aftpr

attitude of hath mlaaio^ and the Dtreotor pf Bdh‘oattp»_,^i
agread:-

(1) .Government would not consider tii senilne pf
Page 52. ■3.',

(Government) teachers to ad salon out-B»1&8.
'V ■■ ■

(2) The teacher appointed hy the mission would refrain
to the que'tion of fenaif^^lin sohool hours from rdferenoe

circumcision. -
i

Page 55* Bequests made, for Government ’ schoolij
iwere not granted. • .,544 a

1Througtout th*-end of 1929 and 19 
the Kikuyu Central AssoDlatlon and' their followers did 
everything they could to make things unpleasant for•thr 

^ilpalons. In August, 1950, a batat^a was held at which 
Government, In an endeavour,to assidt fhe mlaelona, ‘

■4annouhosd:- t]

t,o^th3nth»- .time the .ad*l%^^^^ loqlp

£#■ . ■ - ‘'‘GoverAient had nb.’lnteatidte';pf’b|e!niflg^^tha^'^^oh(j6lB tn -

;u>?;

9*'

f-

the neighbourhood.
ni■p:

r*.».-o.'i theSi-:’;-is si =ttL ilkmEU
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C • ■ ■ .■ -
' oppo8lt» of vitftt was Intended^ao Association^ and

tbalr friends seam to have thought that the Director of 
Bduoatlon could and would overrule the administration.

The/ also relied on Kenyatta, who, was shortly due back: from 
England, 'being able to induce the authorities to meet 
their wishes. He made various efforts t'o improve 

'^"'^rsl'iltlohs and appears to have behaved quite reasonably.

from lleoefiber, 1930, the position

• "
..H

57-!)a.
•r

,1

...................................................-■

; vr■' 
.'I':

Ar'V
Imiiroyad.

f. 'i"
The ohjaot of the Government has been, 

sb the, me)?oraadum declares, 'to maintain neutrality, but 
the meaor;andi?tt allepee^ that misunderstandings have 
occurred, and tiiett the impression has got abfiit that 
Gpwaraiwht (ind particularly perhaps the Education 
bspartidsnt) would support tba malcontents.

Sion was strengthened by the resignation of Hr.Arthur from 
the Executive Council.

‘ \

i This Impres-
<■ (.

V; The memorandum,also alleges thab 
various misrepresentations of the uttiltude of the missions

r
1.

oecmrr^a in the Native Affairs Department and Education•t

PCpartment R^rts for I929 and 1930, as also In Professor 
^Hwtley-s. ti ew."

the mleundef-
f reports' mentioned, ond^i^Cfr ,

Tbe.mtiatatttentprefarred bo'-are,-'' ’’I

?
ti “ .'lor^^'apverlng letter addressed to
1.-; ..,i -i'

i

:
quoted Itt full on^p^as bb 'and following of 'tha

I.> - . memorandumvfi
■'l«A -n< !

■ii.
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memorandum. It will, I think, be admitted In the 
light of the Information given in this memorandum, 
that tUejr are not in all caaes absolutely acoui^te 
accounts of what happened, but In no case, except 
possibly In the extract from the Edueatlon Dej^artment; 
Report,lyag page }0 para graphs 1 and 2, Is there any 
reflection on the good'jiame of the Missions, I 
really do not think that any useful purpose would be 
Barvad by raking up this past history again.

On the other band. If there Is In

page 72.

the minds of natives, or anyone else, misunderstanding 
as to the Oovernment attltu.de, that Is-^^pore serious 
question. The Ooverninent's attitude 
result of i^essure from this

I
*1S«^rgslj^s a

oountr^ ohangad In, 
recent years to a certain extent. It was defined In 
a Batlva Affairs Department Circular of May,1931,

enclosed In Ho.23 on £^^>75/51 flagged. We 
might perhaps ask for the Governor's observatloiis o;: 
the suggestion that the Governmnnt's attitude Is mls-

whloh is

y-
n

A undaratood, and enquire whether he considers that any 
useful purpose would be served by publ’ishlng the 
Circular referred to sbove.

(H.B. A general report on the subject has bean 
asked for early this year, together with inforipatlon 
oW| various partioular questions).

The action on this paper might theS'be:-

To aoitnowladge the despatch; to say that while the 
Seoratary of State does not consider that any useful 
purpose would be saryed by gol^ in detail into 
questlonl^^^fhe

would appear that the e*tr«ots from the Natlye
, past history of this matter. It.

*
-'...A

Xffalrh BeparSmentIhucatftn Department Reportst

for
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\

for ly29 and quatad at tha end of the Mlaadon’ 
Counoll mdmorandum ware not entlraly satlafaetory 
acoounta of the situation, and that it would seam 
expedient in order to preserve the cordial relations 
which have existed in the past with the Missions, that 
the next annual reports of these two departments should^ 
if possible, aontaln soige special reootrnltlon of the 
value of their work; and enquire, as suggested at "A" 
regarding the allegation that the attitude of^the 
Government is misunderstood by the natives.

And ask that the Mission Couhoil niay be

X..-

informed Uifttxtha ^cretary of State received their

letter, and that.di^he meaoranduic enclp^bed in it has

been read with Intereet; that the Secretary of Sthte 
gladly recognises the most valuable aervlcea rendpri/d 
by the Kikuyu Mission, and appreciates the assurcknc* 
of thslr desire to assist tha Government of Kenya Ih 
its task; apd that consideration la bslng given^to the ■ 
question whether any action could usefully be taken 
with regard to the mattere mentioned in paragraph fa 
of their letter.

i.-

♦, ' •»

rtV -

\ .1

0

••'f 0
- i

X
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Government House: 
Nairobi,

>' Kew.yA.

NO. m ken^a.

December, 1951.COKFIDENTTAl..

Sir,

At the request of the Rev. Dr. 

Arthur, O.B.E., I have the honour to forward to

interesting meitiorundum ex|^ining his 

views on the history and causes of the recent 

discussions on the subject of female circumofc ion.

you

the enclosed

r
• • ^

j I have the honj to be.»'ll. V \
Sir

Your mi^ otedi^t, humble 
servant/

1

BRTGADIER-GEir ;RAL .GOVEWIOR.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

^MfiS M6(
DOWNING STREET.

Eomow. S.W..L;..
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)
■ ooitliDEmiALi Ohuroh of Scotland aisolon. 

Ellcuyu.

P Kenya Oolong.

and 121 Qeor^e Street. 
Edinburgh.

Scotland.
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The Right Honourable
The Secretary of State for tne Oolonles. 

London.

throufhhe Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 
Nairobi.

Sir,

Memorandum re "Female Clrcutclslon".

I have the honour to send Vierewlth ooplea of the 
iiesorandum prepared by the al'oiyu Mlaalon Council of the 
Church of Scotland on the aubjeot of "Female Clrouiiiolalon".

2. The Lloalon Council iiave reallesd t’lat the action 
taJten by them haa been misunderstood. '.Tiien the Annual Reports 
of the Education and Native Affairs Departments for I92fo 
were published, the Council felt that ai’. a-cwer should be pre0 
pared showing tiiat certain statements made therein were In-

Th.ey have sought to chov( In the temorandum the true ■iao curate.

state of affairs.

3. The Council have no d- Ire to cause fresh trouble ^ 
at this time,and so have Issued the document as a "Confidentlal*'' 
on.. ■

4. The Council feel that tlie illhuyu ..Issloa has

spiritual and social services to the Kll^u people. -Ihe)l'y;lji.u yfi 
regret that the aot^^,,^

hu , t Seeklng to presejpv* nflJ'iieutrallty
-h K'W:! '
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rendered through Its 33 years work In the gou.itry great

.t- 1'the Covi In this CO

glveh theuafdrtuhattf" " ;

.Vf,



- •«■* -

¥Impresalon that th* Governuent 
.lie evils of this praotloe.

are not In favour of mitigating 
The natives In oonBequenoe think

that ^vernment. disapprove entirely of thBi JUsnlon's Stand 
for the freedom of girls to have oholoe In' this 
two Beports quoted above have

matter. The
not In any way dispelled this.

Impl^Bslon but rather strengthened It.
IS stated that the lead^S of the iClkuyu

sreatly,^^^5j^rbed the Ulsslpn aot,iou,,^r^a.
, :'^‘th'e:a'W9ei^ir»d les^er^ ti»-.Ajsij«?u peo^i^,in t::^ af?Soted-

^ to;the mlsBtal^ments'. uaflE^'ln these Reports. ,•
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