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Be The Churoh of Scotland Mission, the ifrice Inlam Kimion
and the Goapel Migsionary Soolety have beon acoused of oauaing
the oritiocal situation wniah has been outlined abowe, /The
Church of Sootland Mission, in partioular, has been singled out
for speoial ori%ioism. The Europsan leadery of these Miss ions,
and in particular, the leader of the Church of Sootland u-l.on.
are,sald to have launohed an attack on native. customs in Sept~
ember, 1929, bythe sudden introduction of legislation prohidbiting
"femlé oiroumeision” within their Chumhés. This alleged
;udﬂen attack is sald to have been the root of the cruia.

6 are of opinion that the preoeding oluptm will sho’
thet the orisis arcss yiot from a sudden atfaok on 'fe-h eib
oumoision” by the Buropcan leaders bof oertain African Oh:.mbl
but from a.n attack on tnese Churches by a politioal.lrnindad
body of younger Kikuya, -

Wo recognise, however, that mj.a,popular‘view ‘rega.;'di’ng

thé gause of the.cpigis gaine support from statements made in
oertain public documents, notablysthe (Kenya) Native sffaires
Dopartment and Eauoat ton I;Bpmeﬂt Reports for 1929,ami the
Rogk "ifrica View" by Juliqn Huxley, 1In view of this, we feel.
that" the puoaung Mtare require supplement.!.m, by a further
atatemnt in nuer t0 explain the discrepamcy between the
aocount oontrnud in tth Meworandum and that given or suggested
ux thesg ekove-mmd G,umments. In this section, therefore,
we a‘gﬂeavo\u‘ to show wkorain these are in error.

%

l(

0 amon B of S eer. T 1 g
mm and of the Kilcm trive in artic
‘b0 ar boasiderable pitah of exoitanmgt an 2
action of a prominent 1ssion€.ry, ;ho sudded
at 1nat: tho ngtive ocustom of d ¢
; '%med tem%‘ oircumoision,
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the"prominent miesionary" referred to0,d41d not "launoch a sudden
atteck againat the native oustom of clito%ideot(;my" at this time

or any other time. any action which he took in thia commeotion

was necessitated by cirownstances,and wae at no time "sudden". In
the detailed report of the situation which appears in-tm Set;tion
of Chapter 2 headed,"Kikuyu Province" and which is reproduced below,
his alleged attack a; having taken tixe fom of "suddenly requiring
all his ocurch elders, on pain of expulsion, to~eign 8 Daper re=
nounoing female oiroumcision". This was not the case. It is
true that at the station of the Kikuyu Miseion, all the ohurch
6lders were asked by the African Kirk Session to reaffim verbally
their loyalty to the ohurch law regarding "female ciroumsision™,

to which they themselves in 1928 had agreed. This,however, tc;ok
Place in the middle of Qotober,and was not the ocause,butma result
of the orisie, whiok had beoome acute by the end of September, ag 18
shown in the Quotation which rc(sf_lo's. Ao

Report of the Native De -} 22, Par.38,
. o end- of Sep er, the comparative o was
broken by a storm of political agitation resulting from the
question of female ciroumcision: Until the end of the year
this oantroversy oreated a considerable sfir and upheaval ‘
in the Kiambu disiriot)' and .in parts of Fort-Hall,and to a
minor extent in-the’ Bubu distriot. The trouble arose as a
result of the action taken by the leaders of the Church of
8gotlang,Mieedon,Kikuyu, in comeotion with the rite of
olitoridectomy,whish t& an ifmemortal sustom among the
o Kikuyu tribe, - Governmen t from time to time made
Ay lons 1nfhy {A lﬁﬁ h the medium of the Looal
. 3 0118 ‘with & vie® ¥9 modifying the preotice of
; miuop. Kith the exoeptidn oi‘ the Nyeri .
» mfused to digouss so intimave.e subject .
&me Yooal Native Qouno ils had pasesf wesolutions re.
Y #ricting operatioh to the simple pemoval 'of the olitoris,
.. X% sppears, J‘zr ‘that 11ttle or nothing was done.to
v+ . @Bforee the restTiotion so that 1t rem ihed practiocally a

(1" The operation referred: in this: i'taﬁa’ment is iwc« "oliperi-
. deotomy", mit’ 8, 8evere mubilation afidefined on page X,
“4B): Bee page 6, also Smatid Tig e

Lo
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dead letter. (1)

In 4pril, 1929, the first prosecution (2) took
place under the resolution, and two wamen were fined
Shs.30/- each (Kiambu Criminal Case No.1/29) for per-
foming the maj)or operation. Nobody was pleased. It
was at once apparent that the Native Counoil had not
the people behind them when they passed the resoludion
and there was muoch indignation on the one side at the
conviction, and on the other at the lightness of the
gentence. s .

The Principal of the Church of Sootland Mission
Kikuyu, suddenly took the course of requiring all his
church elders,on pain of expulsion, to aign a paper
renounc ing female o ircumcision. The Africa Inlend
and Gospel Missions followed his lead. It immediately
became apparent tlat these bodies had underestimated
the hold which this ancient custom had upon the people,
even on those who are profesfed Christiand, ine
tenths of the regations deserted the Churohes.

about the 1l2th November, the Church 6f Seotland
Mission followed up its original mction by dismissing
all outsohool teachers who would not 8ign the paper.
By, this aotion it leet four fifths of its sohool ohildren.

(1)

s
(2)

When a deputation of missionaries from the Koenya Missionary
COunci.'}i_met.H.E.Sir Edward Grigg, the Chief NMawdve Commigs ioner,
the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney-General, in February 1930
to disouss the "ciroumcision iseme", the Officers of Goverment
expressed surprise when infarmed by the leputation that the
Loocal Native Coinoils' Resolutidp had not deen enforoed,and
was,in faot,"a dead letter", This, we mbmit,in’d.ia@tea the
rast attitude of tho Department b Native 4ffairs be. the
usstion of "femals oirowmoidion™ It is implied in this
eport that Government had reasons for believing that an attempt
to enforce the Resolution would en/anger the peace of the
Sommunity. Tis, however, surely gains no support from the
above evideme of the faot that Government believed it was
being done.
Although the oase referred to in the latter part of this
quotation was the first convietion in Kiambu distiiot, we are
informed that others had previously taken place in amother part
of Kikuyu Provinoe,namely,Embu distttat _ Wwhere the Distriot
Oﬁ,ioer had -attempted to,enforce the re) olution. It 'ij;'peua
tiay, in thJ.aeﬁttempt he has met with a constiderable measure
of sueaess. (iee Seofion 111l.) We conaider, therefdre, since

-one- Oftiocer in an outlying Pistriot of Kikuyu Provines has

bean-sudsssbful in enforeing the Resolution,: that we may deg-

Atimately ask w;;g it hall hot beqy done in ‘the more advanced
}“aﬁtriota where backi

\

hg'fram atr qans hed been availabile.

vh
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The position in the afrioca Inland and Goapel
Miseions was even worse and by the end of the year
there were signs of a movement towards separation
both in Churches amd in schools.

We must point out that the statements ocontained in the latte¥
three paragraphs are inoorreoct. In the first place, as has already
been stated on page 68, the Church elders were not suddeply re-
quired to eign a paper renounoing the praotice of "femals oir-
cumoision”, Again, the Africa Inland and Gospel Missions did
not "follow his (Dr.Artiur's) lead", but took independent action.
(See‘Seotion V.. "Nine tenths of the congregations" aid not
"desert the Churohes". It is true that, in the Chureh of Sootlam

Missicn at Kikuyu, and the ifrica Inlend Mission et Kijabe, nine-
tenths of the number on the Communion roll were suspended from
Communion, but the congregations of these Clmrohes were not affeot-
64 'n a similar degree. Furthermore, in the Gospel Mission,the
largest number suspended from Communion during this whole period
amounted % but one-fifth of the total membership.’ 4t Kambui,the
main station é.ﬂ .m??'ﬁﬁi‘m' the Churoh was totally unaffeoted.

Regarding the statement as to the dismissal of teachers,
when the Church of Séotlnni Mission at Kikuyu declared its position
early in Qotober, twelve teachers who 414 not wish to sign left

- of their own acoard, while others signeds The rem inder were glven

to the begimning of November to consider the matter, By tat time,

1t had become obvious that,owing to the misrepresentations which
had baen made thnre was e fea.r of aign,ins any paper. . The remainw: p
ing tea.chors. ﬁ"}mfore were al.mp]y a.slma 1f they had ‘h.ben o v
were uﬂl,‘mg oy ta.lm B8 “yow . geunat "femla olroumctsion™, reqnimd
hy the Afri.oa.n Church, -48 they rea.dily aasented,\thq vare retaM
il«lm This ims all that has been nqun'ed ot any teacher

snwe ‘that time. min at no time,41d the Church of Scotland *
mion,— Kikoyu, lose! faur-ﬁ:ttha of 1%s school ohildren. . It losé,

A
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in the first instame, fifty-three per cemt of the children an
1ts sohool roll, but within three months this loss had de-
oreased to forty per ocent (See Seotion Vi.) /

The last paregraph of this quotation is,we presume,in-
tenmed to mean tiat the Africa Inland emd Gospel Miss ions lost
more than four-fifths of their school children. Thie is not
the ocase. dcourate figures are not available in the case of
the Africa Inland Mission,but we are informd that the loss
never exceeded fifty per cemt. In the Gospek Mission it was
twenty-f ive per ocent.

In view of the fact that Yyearly returns are made to the
Etucation Department, and that acourate information oould have
been pupplied at any time by the Miseions oomcerned, we are at
& logs to understani why these damaging uisstatements hm
been made. Ve are, therefore,forced to the conolusion that in

“view o&ita inacouracy and personal references%his Report is
‘Inot an inrpu'tial statement suoh as is expected trom the res-
ponsible Head of one of the main Departmenta or Gowrmem.
2. Rewort of the Eduggtion Depar 9 o 29 . par.d.
In Ootober the Churoh of S0oblfnd Migsion took tg®

decision that they would not allow toscb 8 to'gon- - ‘¥
timue {n their employ unless they claration 3
t0 the effesd t they hed giy e ym‘uoq ofnls

female oircumofsion and that t 'Qre not members of
the Kikuyu cent +AgBog1ation ‘without the Qenourrende

s - .. of the Missions, result or this deoision wie .:° . <

“« o that a nuymber o 0ks we w ut teackers
T e e v
‘" qenesr e [ Pte &
G‘oé B¢ o'hools mu;nm bolggonqa lﬁ

We nm.s‘h po:l.mt out: tha't the "deqision” hren-eﬂ to abave
414 not apply %o the "8hmzoh of Soothm l\uﬁém" as @ woh, 3
but only to the Kty q,cho@n- mmu,, aﬁbn ﬁ was |
nede%auahd by o tuneu. ‘At the mm ahﬂqn,m
1.&-; M‘qw Hnton o;g Agh_on]a’no notion e a

R
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,mtm «erﬁu u.tlohoou were tempomny boyootto&.a.t u not
\ cdereot' bo state that "€ mumber of sshools were left without .
'tmhan nd ‘siese ashools were olosed", At least two teachers
“were in nllhme .t emglohool,qm no outachool was olono.
in the :m mndme. r.ner ®artain schools were o:uma ow-
ing to m homtt: this was dono &ttor oomltation mn the
u-:m"inmx{s. * s
Repopd o Zdioation xe g
£ & e e e *:g:tm:fm )
aronu‘ind wty qaup toa 91 and” $he oon- "

{ m:; y as the?' 2
uﬁn 1. wz?:uw

. Churoh
_'pou n u hg‘u to tho A:r is ntn;.,

.l - Me‘result “ gu a8 the cnumh of' S dﬂ i fant Midsion s  ," '
- comé -u%e be, th as vindiea
1 “ﬁ\@" mf 1:& "p:{uioai&m 8 r!.tu:]. m?‘.}“ >

thelr amrm. m
tios a.m nonq
; in =sp} 1 mtem. ‘
Mh mlou of opxnion sgems, emutoul in tm Report
of & Govermeszt neprmnt m}u Yogard 1t as a sdwioud. mis- .Q
rommtmm of the attitude of the Mission. The demand.for"
u- m nﬂ certain "-pmtu:L beliefs™ by ita teachers z;
a\luy mlu.n the m of any nlumn omnﬁuan. ™e o ",
‘ : nt 'z’pom beliefs or opiniens ‘has at e 1£ne
-smnomﬁlby hqm‘ uunmnmgug: in Wiy
J(pmnm, 59 umﬁ: '?’ foroed to demnd $at 1te imhu-p
ma othar pn&’.t "'ﬂ! shénla q.ud’o.ute tbwlm rrq thn »
nh:.yo. Oenml Assooiation’ for the time beiné,not frem a ‘desiye
to omtrol their politioal’ vigws; but bumue the Church,it was
believed, was being nttaoked at the inlﬁ.“tm of this politioal
taaoo!.stion. The aotion taken was s measure of defenge mmt

8 g.zdﬁer sﬁin b \
q%egti’.nxm‘in K

i
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i
i
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an attempt to foree the Chureh,for political reasons,to abandon
& prinoiple taught and maintained for many years on spiritual

grounds.
'RICA VIEW"

~

by Julian O Yo

In "Afrioa View" by Julian Huxley, the statemsnts re-

4 - ~ ~ ]
lating to the so~called "circumcision issue" are cortained in

chnpter XX, entitled, the "Ease of Be ing uisunderatood." M

Eu:lsy oibse the orisis oz 1929 as a corncrete enmple of "the

* aiffioulttes and dangers d.hherent in trying to bridge in one

gm the gap batween two diapmte ways of living" He atates

that for the faots of this mmple he a8 been pemitted by

DProBl.s .B.I.aakey to draw on the manuseript of & forthoaming

artisle in '!Afrlqa" reganung the "trouble over female initia~ -
: u:'en c}.tes- “4%' the tine of writinghowever,this artiocld hms
uot :et Appared in "A::;toah
Thia mole ohayter of Mr Huxley's book i charaoteriaed »
RA anseneu of Bt&tﬂmm ﬁhich i8 partigularly regrettable
ina bbok ﬁrhj.oﬂ wii!: Mrega;'ded vy’ meny' as soientifieally
'v aoaura.té. Detau;ed. a.d.nomion ipg impossible within . the scope
1 of ﬂuﬁ dooument and, wniwly, we desgl anly. with sugh
g 1Mmtﬂa u«ne rel&nnﬁ lto “he "airqumcision issus®.
| . i & ’m me :ms, be mr.iu “bo"ths trouple ower romle inis- .
‘,Mu,nqum hu bun mwms Tor some: ume mumg the

o8 iof then
2 :g‘a down, I ) 1&
- on’ ﬁlﬁ parg or ﬁe mis

Thig ataeonent ™ untrue.’ We wom]:ﬂ pnint ottihnt im has "
bgen no ohazge of attitude~on the pm of the m!nsiomz'iea oon-d

oemed as mey be seen from a stud.y of Section V.of this
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4gain on page 194, the following statements are made:-
"Initiation involves several things. It involves a
lengthy but sporadic course of education in regard to natur-
al phenomena; & course of 'sex-instruotion' which in some
respeots might be copied with advantage by our own educa-
tional authorities; the inoulcation of various sosial and
individual virtues,inclunding respect for tribal elders,
tribal custom and authority. and 1t also involves z
rhysical operation which is the outward and visible ign
of the passage from one stage of life to 5he next,and the
endurance of whioch with fortitude is a fitting symbol of
leaving ohildishness behind,"

Such statements as the ab;ve ocould only be based up~n
oomplete ignoransce cf the faots.

We are of opinion tmat Mr . Huxley would find it diffioult
to substantiate these statements by specific details of this
"lengthy but sporadie course of education in ragard to natural
phenomena", or the "ocourse of 'sex-instruotion' which "he ureges
in some r;mpeots might be copied with advantage by educational
authorities" in Englami.

Wrile it 1is true that among certain tribef in 4frica ana
elsewhere, "oircumcision schools" exist in vommection with inte-
iation wheréin defini te inatrmtion on sexual and social matters
is given, we have no knowledge of the existence of such an in-
stitution among the Kikuyu.

It is possible, howeTer, that by "lengthy but sporadic

E4
cburse of education in regard to natural phenomena" Mr . Hutley
refers to those feachings which, 'nmong the Kikuyu, as among all
other peoples, are imparted in the ordinary oourse of home 1ife.
i 5
There is no evﬁtenea to ‘ah.ow that there is any conneotion be-

twgen, fhese incidental teeohings and ceyemonial initiation.
3 U A i
EENS

- i . B 5 \n i o S Ry ,‘
. T4 ie further posaible that by i‘opu,z-sl?\ of 'sex innmtkoq.ﬁ

he refers to the actual oiroumecision oceremoni¥s. It is true :
tiat the oiroumision ceremonies from their natﬁ}e~,und.oubtedly ’

emphasise sexnal life, but no,person éonversant with the faots
L7 U S R R :

} &
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would assert that 'instruction in sex!' along the lines of the
Kikuyu ciroumcision ceremonies oould be pursued with benefit
to the participators. The evidense, both fram aoctual obser-
vation, and fram an examination of the psycho~pathologiocal
faotors involved, is all to the ocontrary.

On page 195, the following statement osours:- 4
"(Miesionaries of the Churoh of Sco tland) were insisting
that all the native schoolmasters in the schools of the
Mission should sign a doocument DPledging themselves to
wark against femle oiroumeision, The result was a
dearth of communicants,and,a good deal more serious,the
olosure of the bulk of the outschools in the big area
served by this mission". ;

This statement is also untrue. The miaeiona.riés ooncern~-
ed were not insisting that the ir native schoolmasters should
sign a d.ogu.ment pledging themselves to work aga inast female
olmlmuision&x;or were any of the outschools of the Church of
Sootland Mission closed in the first instanoce.!See page 73).
Further, the "big area"™ referred to is only that of the Mission
1n‘ the Kﬁmbuﬂdiatriot: and represents not more t:an one
fo,u.r)th of the totel urea served by this Mission in the Kikuyu
country.

Onee more, we have to regret that Mr,Huxley did not
avail himeelf of the opportunities presented by his visit to

thig coantry of ascertalining the true facts of the ocage,
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APPENDIX 1,

A Brief Statement in non-techniocal language
regarding the Medical aspacts of Female & Male C!rouncision
and Clitoridectomy.

FEMALE C IRCUMC ISION.

This operation comprises cutting away the inner ani
outer soft parts lying round ths birth canal. In its severest
form,the cutting extends in front up on to the pubis and into
the birth canal itself. The result is the replacememnt of
much of the normal elastic tissues of these parts,and by an un-
yilelding ring of hard fibrous tissue.

These parts are highly sensitive and the outting ocauses
great agony. The following results of this operation have
been seen by one or other of the undersigned during medical
practice in the Kikuyu Province.

0f lesser evils,infeotion of the bladder with danger
of spread up to the kidmey. Sterility owing to impossibility
of sexual intercourse., Plastic operations have been fre-
quently performed by us far this condition,

The most serious results,however,ocour during child-
birth. It should ve remenmbered that at the birth of the
child's head extreme stretohing takes place,especially if
there is _some abnormality in the delivery. The#rd fibrous
ring rem(ﬁting fron ciroumcision hinders this streteahing so
thdt (1) the- delay, especially in first births,leads tn some
cages to the-death of the gaild. (2) Such delsy where eskilled
help is not sought,is treated in certain districts by incisions
by the women atten&:l.ng. Thems are sometimes made so that the
bowel passags 18 cut into and the patient camot retain her
motiohs. In all cases the wounds - beccme septic aml inerease
the danger to infection inside which may be fatal or lead to
prolonged suffering and sterility. We have treated many
first birthe where owing to female circumcision the child oguld

Jnot have been born without either tearing or inoisions.

Another evil result of" :t:he freguent delay at the outlet

.:_gtdesoribed is that in .certa® distriots, at the Meast sugg-

ion of &ela.y tm oJ,d*wommmks dﬂap and often unnecessary
J.nu#,pqs.u K

mmy oaaea where

is defintte need

reven 1 \m irritation,

38; a.toauon wi Venoren,l disease’lis less likely.

3) olfmabuse is les@ odmnon amongmt o iroumoised boys as the
parts-are 1&55 amitivo. .

aAm\t»
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No wn'espom.ipg advantagee can be argued in favoar
of female oirowgocision.

We oconsidsr», however tiat the effect of male ¢iroume
cision at puberty is bad psycholbgically amd for this reasan
we prefer that, if cirgumcision is to be perfomd at a.ll.
it be done in in:tamy.

(See also Dr.Jago KoM.J.for refemence on this point).

CLITORIDECTOMY

This operation consists in the removal of a smil
extremely sensitive organ lying between the soft parts in
front of the birth oankl and in olose appoeition to the
opening of the urinary canal, The objections to its removal
medically are:-

(1) Difficulty of limitation of the operation to the
olitoria. Owing to proximity to the urinary ocanal
only e mediocsl man opereting umer,the best conditl
of light and posture could avoil 1njnry to t,hig oce

Darnger of Sepais, inolud ing look=-jaw.

Great pain involved in airtting away so sensitive an
organ.

Bad psyahplogical effect o%%irls of arawing attention
to sexual or@.ns at this ieculs r time of life.

Although this organ is net, as is en'pnaonbly supposed
the main sest of sexnal: gz-atitmauon, 1% oart-inly
contpibutes %0 this, which makes its umooun.ry
exeilion all ths mm indefensible.

-

(s;am! John W.irthur, M.D.
’ AiCltve Irvule, M.D.
u.B.ch.a.




_APPENDIX 2.
MINUTES OF NEETINGS ON FEMALE C IRCUMC ISION,

S Mimutes J. 6% .

It was recommended (subjesct to the approval of
) that,in futare,eircumoision,both at
be porfomnd at the quion Hospiﬁl only snd
1lage ¢ irgumoiser.
i: question of the oiroumcision of sirlu wes
qn.‘ e return of Dr.Artmr.
“h e .of tWe impending pironnoil ), pL -
t Tumabumt, 1 ¢ m lbove
sunpenged, | 1 rom -g
'u;”tm optiom of) 6!9 ulzg i or not

8 g Lna te thit
b u:awougoiuon by the v!ucge oifmtur

’

uon‘or t.hin Uttﬁ was de-
a&mmlm mearwh :

inolpltﬂ
er &e <

2 ¥ov.

m.:ei

? -;ff;g?.; '
?;m %ﬂi
T ]

the 3

1ot “be g0 ou.nta? e:m t
. n:tfve,e op & %0 I‘m ? iv:weustﬂ

Resalutlons 37 I"Dodyof.muim- g
th’gﬁ farepios 6t ) 2384 to 264

4
;t ; Repnaenhtin Council be el
ooie dies ahouM unite in absolute-
1 “girlg in their Missions,and
mneom to legislate for its
) ‘heathen. -

\
.
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fPage 16.) Minutes of the R.Council 318t August & 2nd Sept.

Ciro ision of Females. The following regolution was unan-
mously passed, yhaving heard that the question of the
oircumeigion of girle had been reopened, the R.U.reaffirmed

1ts atrong oppoeition to this brutal and needless oustom,and
called upon all missionaries tc usé their influence to et 1t
aboligshed. They instructed the Secretary to send a copy of
this resolution to representatives of the non-allying Societ-~
ies assooiated with the Allianoce,

3 The R.C.decided to appoint a small
MIVY8e 0 g0 into this matter and invite the non-allied
nissions to co-operate and that this commitdee report to the
ReC.afber drawing up a plan of action; the Rv0.appointedl the
follawing: Dr.Jones,Chriifman, Dr.Blakeslss,and Canon Doakey
with puwer to co-opt members of other Sceiebies.

o The R.0.requested that in consultation
with DriJones, Dr.Philp wiite a booklet on this subject with
the obJ &t of asmisting sooletiss in the matter of educating
theiy Pleé on thie subjeot, and that it should be published
in- 1; also that he write an article for "Habari'.

o -

fimtes of the Kenya Missionary Counoc 11,15th-21st
a-1» l;; F I’!I’.

on Femle C ision, It was deocided that thie-
nved, preferably by the Africa Inland ssion,

Kijmbe, for distribution throughout the Kikuyu Reserve, the

drious Missions,gongerned to be asked to state how many

coples they oan dispose of, when an estimate of the cost has

been obtained. ’

egentative Counoil 6/7th March,
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PENDIX 111,
(¢} SOCIATION.

TIwo politiocal assooiatlions came into being ‘n 1921,

One of these the Kikuyu Assooietion of Kiambu Distriot,had
Government Headmen as Office bearers,and was sponsored by
certain leading missionaries. Itwase officially recognised by
Government (1) durng that year. The other,the Dast Africa
Association,campossd 6f younger Kikuyu with a sprinkling of
other tribes,was fomed in Nairobi during the early p:jnof
the year (2), Both Associations,in view of their ©omm :
g!.ennoen,wem at first not indisposed to ally their forces.

mgh so that,when the Kikuyu Association presemted their

ievantes to Goverment in a Memorandum at Dagoretti’ on 24th .

¥ 1921 Harry Thuku,the Kikuyu Presidsnt of the East Afrisa
‘lloultlm,aote'd as one of the seoretaries of the meeting.
A mass meeting of the Fast Afrioca Association followed on
July 10th.in Nairodbf under the chairmanship of Harry ‘fhuku,
and there & series of resolutions were passed,inclnd ing a vote
of omfideme in the InMan ocommunit y,end incorporating the
atatements of the Kikuyu Assosiation at She Dagoretti meeting.
These’ resolutions were forwarded to the Prime Minieter and the
Seoretary of State for the Colonies on the 13th July 1921 (3).
This action was howuver construed g8 nigin-hanted by the
Kikuye Asseciation at a meeting at Thike of Kikuyu Paramount
Chiefs and members of tae Kikuyu Association. They rejested -
the olaim of the East Afrioca Assocliation to be"representative
of the whole Kikuyu tribe" and repudiated the vote of con-
fideme in the Indians. ~They dissociated themselves from
:i:? Bast Africa’ Assoolation,and appointed thelr own seoretary-

- - >

®

From this time forward the “wo assoolations have been
opposed to each othar (. The Xlkuyu Association had 1ts
following in the oMer.men oi the tribe,in the Kiambu area.
The faot that its office bearers were for the most part Govern-
na t Headmen,proved a stumbling block in the way of {%s pop-
ularity:it was suspected of being under Goverrment influeme.
It was further hand icapped by working through constitutional
ohannels,whioh in view of the prevailing excitement,ocould not
adequately mest tho situation. The East Africe Assooiat ion
was undsr no suoh restriotions. It recruited its following
from the young men of the tribe,fram those districts wherein ‘
the politiocal grisvances had been most aggravated, namely, the
Kian) Wﬁ and For t-Bdll areas. They organised mass meet-
ings for Wfo propagation of thoir views,and Earry Thuku thair

reta Judt_vued' 98tings of nebives throughout the ocuntry,

g 3nowm the political refomme which-his Assooiation was
L4
v

T

Standarq" 25/5/21,
“plaes-of this Asg

panorvs.
oY

It ip & signifieant
coiatiop was Nairobi,
. g

o e A

eapport oF meotin,

s oretary,_ha-exer‘;chié’ Philip”
the statement in a subsequent lssus™or

139 Derrtment nepqxt:"{.ses,Saot.s,par.a.
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aiming at,and emphasising the need of unity in the tribe,if
the reforms were to. be achioved. His arrest,the Nairobi riot,
-and the almost coinpident introduction of the refdms agitated
for marked the birth of the Kikuyu Central Assceiation.

3e " To understaml the nature of the Kikuyu Conmtral Assoo-
Jation at the present day, the circumstances of its inception /
et always be borne in mind. 4t that time the Kikuyu had
"undoubfed grievames (J.) Harmy Thuku, with his proud title

to "Kingship" (-)set the Kikuyu country on fire with his

.meobs for.reform. He was deported,but the refoms faor

foh'he had pressed were forthocoming. To the young Kikuyu he

was the person who had brought them about (3).

#

- During his leadership of the political movement,he
establised a merked ascendency over the minds of his fellow
Afrisans and partioularly of the young men of the tribe (4)

who, it must be remer®ered,lived in a day in which tridal auth-
orﬁ: was weakening (5) Thepe young men,inspired by the
suopess whioh in their eyes hed attcnded Harry Thuku's efforts,
took up the cudgels for complete independense.

e e gt

4. The Kikuyu Central .ssociation was at first confimed
to Central Kikuyu,and for that reasan was not looked upon too
favourably. by the northern and southern areas (6). The Post-

‘ Theln movement proper however was wider in scope. "Rika"

. (Ciroumsision age) groups appeared,with constitutions whioh
refleoted the oonditions then prevailing in the tribe. They
were not amenable to tribal suthority,or indeed to any outside
authority (7) and,by their egitation added in no small measure
"to the fears of the older people with regard to their land. .

‘. C e ® -

{(Ila.Insecurity of Lamd Tenure. ) -
beForoed labour 5f Women anl Girls ou Eur opean Farms,
oJnoreased taxabion.

Qther pleas were put foirward.

(8) . The "Gathirisfi" Harry Thyku's "MEthirfge" (Clan) are a large
fand.infinentdal family in North Central Kiambu. They
hold that théy were the original settlers (i.é.were the

! original ocoupiers of the country) in that area,and anl?

e land to further incomers. The olaim of the "Gathirimu"
\ olan to be of the.fRoyal blood" was first heard during

o thias period 1930-13E1. ¢

(3) Cf. the song sung'by the young womon m in tae Kikuyu Res-
erve towards tho snd of 1922,and the beginning of 1986. 4
translation of geptain of the words is as follows,

"May Philipo (Josim,Koinange,Kinyanjui),(each in burn),be

& the Ciief of the young wamen (Harry

B < S
——

T

#he Toroed lsbour'or‘végneﬂg.:n.m girls

A 2 K3 | 3
My 83 %he o of the
an Stémlard of 214 April,
térpreter in the Joseph i
cheg wdre -not. goods;they were <]
Thia is 1930. Commre almo-the

A zn or "Mlligw 34a" Dec .1928,a1s0 May & June 1939
f - artioles in "memory"™ of Hexry Thuku. :
{5 Of fiovernor's apeeoh o 1 u"'lb:at 4frios

a8
.
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One of these groups may here be dealt with in detall,
in oxder to show the iner natire of the "post-Thuku"
movement . s s

Following Thuku's removal, the young men of the

otoku "rika" (in Kiambu dia%rict) attempted a secret
sooiety. They had already refused the "rika" name of
"Kinyotoku" %ven them by the 014 men and had.chosen one of
thelr om - "Wjame". It was at £irst local to Ngenia and
Eihumbuiny, but later becams pojuler and spread throug
the whole Kiambu area. Other "rikas' were at fired
oludsd,but later the "oiringi" was adinitted to fellowship,
and the name 'nt!-;;nxenya" began to be heard,along with
the former name of "Njane".. . One occuld be e fitT-wa~Ke nya"
whthout being a "Njane". .The "Njane"oonstituted the leading
set. It was diffiowlt to £ind out what its aims were be-
cause it was a pecret soelety and did not publish them,but
its membders spoke ¢f the usual political grievames,and hal
said tmt they wers bound by vow to have more than one wife,

to re-establish "female circumcision" among the Christians.

ey would not marry.but would take their women when ank

where .they wamted them. The name of Kikuyu Cemtral Associa-~
tion,prior to 1929 was not heard mugh round about Kiambu,exoept
a8 beinga _uooin.te& with Fort Hall,Kiambu young mer being for
the mas t part "Njane™ or"Miti-ya~Kenyalbut not Kikuyu Ceniral
fssociatiomistas, In.1029 after the upheaval the nam of
WY t1-ya~Kenya" lapsed,and K{kuyu Ceniral Assoceiaticn was then
heard inmtead. The strength of the Kikuyu Central 4ssocia-
tion, 16 &8 thought,lies in this "Kinyotoku" "rika',in *he men
who fx‘n grown up seasoned,as it-were in the-spirit of the -
movemenk, . - ¢

Notegp oo tinued ffom page - 1i-

£26/8/30. A?so "Joseph Kamgethe" case "Emst isfrican
Staniard” 3Q.

{6) Natives of Fart Hall are often reforrpd to Gerisively

by thobe of northern and southern Kikuyu as "metumi”,

The ‘4amm impliee tmt those pacple are simple and un-

-nwduu% folk., Mietumi™ is the newd of a thiok-

AY PO

ded ridge in Fart' Hall Gistricte |
¢ lh%’in,_kffairs Dept.Reports 1925,8e03.23, parac.l.
g " " n 1926,. 3 »n‘ n [ ‘;5,
40 Sedtion 111). I Sl S
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(a) The ciroumcision of man and woman has been obeyed
now for many years amongst our tribe members,
Circumoision i counted as en ordinance to rule
both man anl woman of Kikuyu blood,bat as we said
at the begimning of this letter,that we rejeot
what Bible rejects,we are bound to have Female
Ciroumoision withdrawn amongst us,because where
God gave a Commandment of Ciroumols ion,He only

| guthorised "Male Circumcisiony and no women were
| allowed to be Ciroumoised,therefare we rejected

| what our heathen fathers ordered to be contin-
uxklly done by the generations after. them. We
are at the beginning of a great building up of
new cugtoms axd the foming of Christiamnity,the
same a8 thope who before us male ordinances for
the generatiornia after them.

|

- alvouncised women suffer great pain and many
die a8 they are unable to deliver their children,
whilst those who are unciroumcised hive less dif-
fioulty. We f£ind it a good thing ‘to ‘leave our
daughters whole without having their limbs given
to.worms before their death. Our tribe used to
leave the negleoted limbs to the use of the hawks
of the air and to the worms of the @round,but we
dasire our daughters to remain with all their
| nmto&,]_.u;bs,heoauae acogrding to the Biblical
Po, . laws of giroumcisionino womkn's limb was allowed
5 ' to faeel the pessing of ciroumecision. The Ciroum-
ogtdﬂ‘m authorisét. to pass upon man's body o
only. “

Wy hgve proved what the Medloal Doctors tell ns,
becauge’ cur uncimumcised deughters who married

* haewe RfXivered their ohjldrén without difficulties,
- sl on %he'other hand tho natives who work in the
hospiitals afe oye witnessss,who see women’ooming
me;g:l t“)e  both unsircumncised amd cirsumocised
£ De 7

s ther Iquffe’r rreater po,jn than the

L
% . o . ;

4t easy t0 £1nd our whether or not a oir-
ﬂ;:a:;? _wgﬁ;m. The DeS t6r oan tell: at

; : % ugoised girl As.foweed. do sin
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iv. We have explained (1) How-the Bible teaches
about Circumoision.

(2) How Medical Doctors find
diffioculty to help ocir-
oumec ised women when they
deliver their ohildren.

(3) Bow 1t is aiffioulty to
tell when our daughters
are defiled by force eto.

We through these three reasons moat humbly and
respeotfully beg the Govermment to supply us
with an ordinance that oan support the uncir-
cumoision of females,that when a girl is oir-
cumocised unwillingly and without the authority
of her parents,both father and mother,punish-
ment may be wwarded to thé operator and others
of the Ciroumeision.
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rogressive K rt 4 Ki Cire 8 10)
886 .

11/9/29.

To the Editor "E,A.Stanmard".

Sir,

. We of the Progreae ive Kikuyu Party have seen in the
tgasd African Stanmard® how Dr.arthur has spoken and how the
Kikuyu Central Assotciation have answesed him on the gquestion of
the Circumoision cdse of a Kikuyu girl, which was publiahed in
the "Stamard" on 3lst July,1929.

We do not speak of the evils of girls' oircumeision be-
cause if we tried to eiplain those evils we would agree entirely
with Dr,artiur's letter. We who mve left those old barbaroua
oustoms,think that it will not destroy our Nation to leave this
oustam of female ciroumecision,and,if possible,we ask the Govern-
ment that this custom,which kills the first children of Kikuyu
girls and the Kikuyu Nation,be ended altogether as the Bnglish
Government in India enmled the custom of burning widows with their
husbands' bodies. -

Along with that oustom there are many other oustoms which
many black people in Kenya Colony have enled thmelvea,utf;ough
long ago they .thought them important,suoh as to belittle wamen
and make them 4o heavy work like animals;piercing ears;pulling
gut and filing the teeth,strangling twins if they are firat bom
and exposing infen ts with the dead bodies of their mothers. 41l
$hese things have been anded by the light of Christimiity and
Civilisation which has been brought to Africa by the peace of the
British rule. Because of it we are surrounded Ly civilisation
ooming from Burope,dmerioa and 4sis,and other mrts of the world.
When we consider our old barbarous customs and how other nations
have a ed and we have been left behind,we see that the begimnn=-
ing of qiwtlisation 18 in the honouring of women,because the
strength snd po of a people come from ite women. The Nations
whioh véIittle 'abn‘ we know tat they do not go forward but go
bagk,and we xnow that the British Govermment makes women equal
to meh,and does not belittle women like the African Nation.

;, We of the Progressive Kikuyu Party see that the women of
‘hations are not respected and their voige is not llstensd
: ppmale gircumoision, a gl ,whgther she
om‘a’,&: t mgrqy; for,when she
ko rup | ahd Bave hersel.t,%trong £
LR piodmoisiien S W o, tie
; .;&-a oms which bind;the
s e e A
a ong 6, Q0L ;
r&,m to be wh
i 5
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body, ahle to speak the truth,and give evidence in their shauris,
80 tfnt the Qovernment ocan trust us as being a full grown Nation
with clean ocustoms.

So we of the Progressive Kikuyu Party entirely rejoot the
reply of the Kikuyu Central 4ssociation which preses’ female
oiroumoision and forbids the Government to examine it. We want
all people to know that that custom,if it rvmains,inoreases death
and pain. Tt shows that men who cause their women to be oir-
cumcised have no mercy on them. And among all the Councils
whish are formed to,watoh over the affairs of the Céuntry like
githeka rights eto. - this matter of femle circumoision should
be £irst because the strength of the Nation is its wamen.

We Ynow that those who have not yet left the barbarous
oustoms will not be pleased with this letter,but all people who
have abandoned barbarism,black and white and brown,will be pleased.
We ask them to help us to have mercy on the black women of this
land of Kenya, until black women are respected and honoured and
made equal to men,so that our Country may become strong,and go
forward much mare than is desired by the Kikuyu Centrdl Asssocia-
tion in their reply to Dr.artmr regarding Femele oircumcision.

Yours etc.

ARTHUR M.TUTU,
President.
Progressive Kikuyu Party.
MESHUK MUURAGE Wi KuMWARO.
Secretary.

Karatina
Sept.7,1929

¢ { A
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X V.

THE MOTHIRIGO DANCE-SONG,

The name Mithirigl 18 said to be the Kikuyu adaptation
of a Swahili song called "Mselego" (?) which is sung at the olose
of Ramadan. 48 sung by the Swahilis, the song is said to be
innoduous,dbut the Kikuyu suzalied their om wards, The body
movements of the dampe are &8aid to be in immitation of those made
bz the Swahilis though certsin of its characteristics are believ-
ed to be derived from the Kavirondo, especially the use of bells
or,pleces of mtal which ar¢ strusk to the of the dances.
It would seem probable, also, that soms of the features of the
dame are in immitzation of Buropean fox-trotting,etc. It is
somet imes okin o2 among natives as the N.I.T.D. song,having
hall 1ts orl in the Native Industrial Training Depot at
Kabete (or.‘tnt African Standara"

It was & most powerful inoentive to dispobedience on the
part of tbo y Eikuyu to all constituted authority. It was
sung from § e of October 1929 until sarly in .u-ma.ry 1930,
when 1t was :mmnen. Severe penalties were impomed,and 1t
then quiokly disappeared.

The words of the stanzas were in most cases improvised
aocording to locality and oiroumstence. 4 number,however,were
widely sung. The majority are gquite unprintable. The following
are seleoted from those which were so widely sung as to appear
to have become stanlardised. They may be taken as typical
examples of the less offensive parts of the song.

1. "Little knives
-In their sheaths,
That they may fixht with the Church,
The time has come."

"I am going to breek all friendships,
-The only friendshig I shwll retain
Is between me and Johavahl

"I used to think Jesus was the son of God;
~-I have now found out
That he was an Indian". (in amother version ".Piotun" )

These abtaizas.are charaoteristio of a type, pomtmg toa
reuxuon ngat the Chu::oh and its teaohings.

who lﬂgrm (i.e +takes the "vow" against "gemmle
‘knn be aminea " - - o iroumoiaion”)

; this oue may be taken as indiontive
uﬁou mti-dimmoiaion mativea were sub-
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e These stanzas are typical of the rumours which were
owrent in Kikuyukand at this time,to the effect that large
sums were being given as bribes to the Missions and some of the
Chiefs,to effect the downfall of Johnstone Kenyatta, as was
also done,it was alleged in the oase of Harry Thuku.

4, "When Johnstone shall return
.With the King of the Kikuyu,
Philip amd Koinange
Will don woman's robes"

Philip and Koinange are Chiefs in the Kiambu districts,
and offise bearers of the Kikuyu Association of Kiambn. During
the whole time of the disturbanse, they were prominen’, in their
loyalty to both Govermment and Miscions,and were acocrdingly
subjeocted to strong abuse by the disaffectqed party. The ref-
erence is that,when Johnstone Kenyatte and Harry Thwu returned
in power,they, Philip and Koinange, would be humiliawcl.

5. "I live by my prayers;
and

Live by lies".

4 prominent missionary of the Chureh af Scotland and
another of the Church Miseionary Society are referred to. In
stanzas of this type, the terms used are abusive, and in most
casesn,obseene.

6. "The DeCoemmmmmm-==m b
.Is bribed with una rocumcised girls,
So that the land may go."

The reference in this case, is to an administrative
off icer of Governmen t. The allegation is that the Miseionsa
were in league with the Buropean settlers for the wholesale
purloining of Kikuyu larmd, and bribed the idministration to aot
in their support.

7o "It (the "Mithirig{i" dance) has intoxiocated us,
-We spend-the night. in the bush
And go home in the moming"..-

This stangag is indicative of the orgiastic nature of
the "MIthirIgi" dancd-song.




VAR & E BT A

LETTER T0 THE ELDERS OF C.M.S.PASTORATE COMMITTEES.

My dear Friends,

I have recemtly conversed with all the cl.rtln
who work amongst you,and they have all agreed that I should wr
Jou a letter with regard to the eircumsision of girls which is
sausing great sroudble in the Christian Church at the present

ime.

¥ Everyone of you 1s well aware that there is
not a single one among the leaders of our Chursh whether he is an
African or a European who,degires to destroy any one of your old
ocustoms exoept such as 40 not agree with the teaching of Jesus
Christ, But this custom which is oausing us trouble at the

venting i1t from being strong,but further it does not in the least
agree with the teaching of purity and holiness which Our Lord
Jesus Chrigt taught, )

I know it is a diffiocult matter to set aside
& custom which has existed for a long while,more rarticularly
when this custom is intimately connected with the people’s lives;
put ever since our Lopd Jesus Christ gave His Life for us men
and our salvation He has called upon those who- follow Him to
eachew such things as He himself does not wish to be Gotie, in
order that they may enter into the full joy of His Service.

I now see that it is inoumbent upon me te
remind all those who ass4st in ruling the Churoh that one cannot
truly serve Chdst 1f we desfre to fallow a oustom which is not
in agreement with what He would have done. Perhaps some have

Ing - In :hmer,ho:ever tmt the matter of disoiplin -
5 By not be done wi T®pect to persons,and espscially thmt 1t
Should be done with eguity,we desire thnt any oase be e S

It ie quite certain that this eirevmoision or
lrls is not in sgreemamt with the commands of Chefiak, It ig
equally certain that those whp persist with this $hing, Imowing
full well ':h;t they :’o,mut be ight under aisdipline. Every
oare should howewer:be carefully gams into so.$hat Just what hes
Deen 4done may be weld Xmown and t 1t may be settied 4a 1o whak
the”dliscipline Qg be. b Y e P

Jhn,1st,1930,

AT -




From the Bishop of iomtasa to all the Clergy and Members of
Pastorate Committees in the Diocese.

Nairobi,
, Ootoﬁer 12th, 1931,

My dear Brethern,

It is my duty to write to you about the
problem of Female Ciroumcision whioch 18 so sorely troubling many
Afrioen Congregatims,both in our own Church and :n others,
especially among the Kilkuyu people.

This anocisnt custam is so closely bound up
with Booial laws that govern family relationships,thet it is no
easy matter far African Christians to bring it %o an end, Its
root 1dea is oclearly that of initimting ryoung girls into woman-
hood. ut,as generally practised to-day,the ocustom is not only

i harmful to the body,but also oclosely associated with many
evils that do grevious harm to the soul,and therefore camnot
possibly be agreed to in its present fom by any loyal follower
of Jesus Chriet,

Surely one of the important duties facing
those who are responsible for building up the African Church,
eszeoially those who are Afrisans themselves,is that of warking

some form of initiation that will not only b4 pumged of all
that is harmful to body and soul,but will definitely help young
people to be truer and mare efficient servants of Christ and
therefore better fitted to lead $heflr own people forward in the
way of progress. Such initiation would includs the prepar+ '
ation of our young men and women for the priveleges and Tespon- -
eibilities of stian parenthood, nnd for a higher stanmlard of
home life 1n, h ohildrexi y w strong .and hrelihy in
b‘u&g;n?l hgito le Lord Jasie Christ gnad

’qtren& d.powo Ntofﬂm oom‘mnn:lty. Let us .

m think and pray and work to this e

But in the meamwhile what should we as loyal
aomnﬂ of Jesus Christ,try to do in regard to this projlem.

I waa very thankful to learnn from the African
leadera of our Church in the Kikuyw aountry,who met -in ~-n®er- |
enge at Kahuhia last August, thht all were agreed that the untic-

ate gim axl object of th Qlir1étian coummizr 1s the complete.
ah&g,t on_of. the existing custom. o glad t'o learn-
. thed who aam from' oe mumﬂou tha £ Khey . be-

e i, alread o ma total &bol-
%*:E p N e e
0 r
g $he qpn battle far the hénmu: 4 mu!ﬁx‘”{ﬂ -

. \ v "r(

e g ¥ e '&w ot ha« le '
dgﬁihﬂfﬂt elﬁ ik “’"‘ru“'- :
us &ll osul 3 :
the present. nTho %ﬁ‘; th\ o :
be sure of the whole" mnt of
others though the 1nttem \mlble to hha ths a&me
hna. far themselves.

1l 4




il -

M 1t is of the utmost’ importence to decide how far
11 act together ndv in’ thie great matter. These
ers. ot tha’ odufepénce &t Kahuhia whe were unabdle to
: %\ wves to eu.qn g‘wv uun as jm1r bmﬂxm‘nmr&uuﬂi
: : K a8, that they w their power to discourage
5 E ‘W Sun Q;And in pwtto\nu- that theywoum wholeheartedly
N N L 00=Qp :‘-t ﬁ hexn :m%:f,oruing the £61lowing three
R . g&u pestorates.
g : AX) tﬁuﬁemtha :1965 oconngoted with the custom
“npt be q?u-ely \blﬁmd gt fans.
uneq; yaumg of a: yub].io mtpp mst be stristly pro-
hi e e’

-3) %uﬁan q;mbine Dhyuccl unxry t6_the in-
M.rid\u‘l m et be o odemad

MRS < tmreforc dtate. t!nt tne mle’ otngu m«me mw-
,uuu e ﬂh;;ﬁdmm“oouv v

2 ﬁlj,nowog‘ ifnhaghu.:oh, and ¥ g enl ta all,

‘TR ttee ﬁgﬁeri 9. clqgut the gd.&’ sgme

: mznthou- ,_;"‘guof.
F: th’.s 9--

‘Buk thonghvemybat fur'ha

‘dniwity that emists amng us, we nu; not ‘rest t? i)
(. cu,ahh to noo:mpliah the aim of us all, ,-‘ “gl\‘it

reay earnestly thgt the da! ny ooon o
ﬂ; will move forward ‘.;,ge X
T.ﬁu may be sure that when' tb,tzgz!{“ -ao

]

thomselves Christians- will b

b -
with them, | - Bor remember; our Master and.
ite. tw 16 that we might' be His,and ‘by s : 3y

_ Help .our brethdrn arcund us. rfuubyu !mn :
W are- tive $0 Him many more will he led b0 1ove and serve

” i.. boo and 80 we.sm1l beoome the means of -great bnaaing onr
mlaum rlanm in aooord.a.me wtthluasrou ;pnrpo
g R ) .
‘,‘ ¢ . NBy His hleaning and power g lith yan an
art v Yeur simara Friend and mm
I 4, R € it 2 '

o} ""J,‘k" . . "'
LA 5 13 v Apy,

L



Supplementary letter from the Bishop of Mombasa to the Clergy

and members of those Pastorates who are peepared at once to
take the stand and condemn the custom of Female Circdumcision
entirely.

Nairobi.
October,12th,1931.

My dear Brethern,

* You have read I hope my letter to the Clergy
and pastorates of the Diocese, and you will I know lo

oarry out: the regulations contained therein,for you yourselves
are anxious to go further. I thank God far your resolve to
gtrive for the complete abolition of this custom in your midast.

) In view of what I have written to the Diocese
‘at large I cannot sanction the exoommunication of persons who
obey the regilations in that letter tut as we want to assiat
you as far .aa possibple, I will add a few words for your special
guidknoe and ‘encoursgement .

. (1) Wnere a pgstorate oommittee definitely
‘Qecides, us I understapl you hgve dane, to Gondemn the gustom of
Pemale G1roumoinion emirely,I consfder 1t is quite rikht that .
no onw H?J‘z be eligible to be.a member of that Committee
who £6.nof ready loyally ﬁ’q abide by.that decision.
VAo

. % A8) Aleo in such ocapes if g olergyman decidss
tﬁ‘ixml;qgvma &_1sa:ptibn:’hn;':‘refnse to .baptise thy?i d.m_
ohil4 A @;n_ﬁs who gﬂ.\.-no_t. abide by the desision of the
pagtorate, h& will have his Bimhop's suppord.

f i iyt May God irdeed bléss you in your struggle
- and euable you. to 40t With guoh love anl wigdew tiat you will
be able %9 win over many moxé to, gband by yout .aide .in the ’
fight] for ‘purity ami holidess in {ie neus. of Cod.
i b *ate Gk we " i J S

Y . &

N  Your sinoers: Prion) and Bishop,




Appendix V1l.

Nov. 9th 1929 Kenya Hansard
Kenya Legislative Council
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR.

His Excellency: I wish to inform Council that the Rev.
Dr.Arthur, O.B.E., has tendered his resignation as Nominated
Member of Executive Council representing Native Interests.

I meke that announcement here because it is desirable to clear
and at once in an authoritative manner, the very considerable
misunderstanding which has arisen in the Kikuyu Reserve re-
garding the responsible attitude of Gavernment to Missions

on the question of female circumcision.

Dr. Arthur is the head of the Church of Scotland kission
which has its headquarters at Kikuyu. The rules of that
Church contain an absolute prohibition of the practice of
female circumcision by its members, and disobedience of the
rule entails suspension from church membership. This Boes
much further than the accepted policy of Government .in that
connexion which was enunciated by the Conference of East
African Governors in 1926 in the following terms:-

The Conference considered that--

"The practise of female circumcision, which was of
very ancient origin, should not be interfered with, but that
the respective Governments concerned should endeavour
10 persuade such tribes as practised the more brutal forms
of it to return to the more ancient and less brutal form."

(>

In the circumstances, Dr. Arthur feels that his position
es a member of Executive Council is embarrassing both to
himself and to Govermment : to himself in that he feels bound
to maintain an attitude which is et variance with the considered
policy of Government : to Government in that en impression
appears to heve been creatced rmong natives that in advocating
the total abolition of this native custom he is acting as the
emissary of Government, which of course is not the case. He
has therefore considered it best to resimm.

I shauld like to express, in accepting his resignntion,
my great appreciation of the services which he has rendered
to the Colony as & member of Executive Council.

App. V11, 2
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND MISSION
Keny= Colony
KIKUYU,
9th November,1929.
His Excellency
Sir Béward M. Grigg K.C.M.G.,K.C.V.0.,D.5.0.,M.C.
Nairobi.
Dear Sir Edward, i

1 .
In view of the advice that you have received
that in my present action with regerd to the question of
L.



App. V11.2. continued

femrle circumcision I am being looked upon by ~ lergc number
of the Kikuyu in this rrer as an emissery of Gove¢rmment, and,
therefore, that I am implic-ting Government in - position
which they themselves do not hold, I am in regre¢cment with you
thet it would be better to place my resignetion as a member
of Your Excellency's Council in your hands, and hereby do
80.

Thanking you tcor the courtesy and ccns.ueraiicn
which Your Excellency at all times extended tc wme during
the peried in which I have had the honour tc represent
uncfficially Native Interests on the Executive Cecuncil,

I remain, Sir,
Yours very sincereiy,
Sgd. Jchn. W. Arthur.
App. V11.3.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
KENYA
EAST AFRICA.
16th November 1929, e
Dear Dr. Arthur

Since receiving your letter of the 9th
I have made a statement in the Legislature regarding your
resignation from the Executive Councilj and I‘wish to
reaffirm to you perscnally the sincere appreciation of your
past services which I then expressed and the great regret
which the necessity for your resignation has inspired in me.
I was very glad to find in the conversation which preceded
your resignation that you were in full agreement with me ac
to the course of action befitting your position and that of
Government

I should like to add that I regerd the
circumstances which have brought about your resignation as
altogether exceptional. I could not shut my eyes to the
fact, #mpressed upon me bty the Provimcial Commssioner, that
you were génerally reg~rded as an emissary of the Government
in pursuing the vigorous action against the practice of
female c¢ircumcision which you found necessary or. behalf of
the Church of Scotl:md, and that this was causing a
dangerous misunderstanding in the minds of the established




meeting at . ‘thé ‘explanation mrich.he ‘ghva: to «
the  Ipaders to -W"éa: tude t5“the
4 efrcuméIsion gu iop both as It reimtes to Government

App~ V11 3. continued.

leaders of the Kikuyu people. In these circumstances a
clear differentiation between the policy of the Government
and the action of yow Church was imperative. But that
does not mean that in ordinary circumstances membership

of Executive Council by a Missionary is incompatible with
the enjoyment of complete freedom of conscience ‘and action
by that Missionary in the field of his missionary labours.

I thauk you very sincerely for your prompt and
clear recognition of the difficult position in which
Government stood and for the industry, good judgment and
public spirit which you have put at the service of
Government as an Executive Councillor.

Helieve me,
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) EDWAxD GRIGG.

Dr.J.W.Arthur,-0.B.E¢

The Manse,
KIKUYU.
App.V11.4.
Church of Scotland Mission.
Kikuyu. .
v 25th November 1929.

Jeer Sir Edward,

I have to thank you for your letter of
16th November and for the reference which you made in the
Legislative Council both as to the reasons of my resig-
nation and of your appreciation of my services. As you
are aware 1 at once fell in with your suggestion to re-

» sign, when you made the facts clear to me. Although the

» resignation-ha$ probably created in the minds of some
of the Kikuyu a certain amount of misunderstanding, which
the political body concerned ere trying to meke capitel
of, I am convinced in my own mind that the resignation
‘has on the ome hand relieved Govermment to teke what
action'it has thought fit »nd on the other hend me to
tackle & situation, emongst my own people, which requires
2ll my time &ndé thought.

I wéuld like to sey that I have heapd of

mimmei\ Said to the Unmited Copnoids®
a

8

" what ‘the ‘Seniqr C
'gi;l'ian
or

and to the Missions.: I 8eems to me thet he put #the
explanctiom- to them in such e way as to enmble them to

{undersiand the position, and I believe that it; hesi mades '
the poaition perfectly . There can be ‘ﬁ%‘;@oésﬁh_
misunderstanding¢ofdxgeég‘ dtion, although'4t. 18 obvious *
that the politicel oclation ere endesvouring to exploit
the situetion as fer as they gan possibly do.so. I thank

..you for the éxplenction given imyour peragrepn two, &nd

I agree that the eircumstances are entirely exceptional

g

108
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I trust that, though 5
membep .of Govermment, I may be kb
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d ourn
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This despatch deals with -
(a) A complaint by the Church of Scotland Mission on
peges bb-73 of the memorandum enclosed with (1),
that they were misrepresented in the Annual Reports
for 1929 of the Native Affairs Department-and the
Bducation Department, and ’
(b) Furnishes the general report on the subject
asked for in paragraph 5o (4) in 17075/31 Kenye,
and also the statistics for whioh the Duchess of

CIR. i Tritiode.

Atholl asked on behalf of the 2 =

As regards (a), the offending extracts
from the reports are quoted on pages bb-72 of the
Mission's memorandum. The despatch on (3) replies
to the objections seriatim.
' It appears from peragraph b that the:
statement in the Native Affairs Department Report
that the dhurch of Séotland Mission, Kikuyu, had
lost four-fifths of itsschool-chidren was imoorrect.
. The Direetor of Education's remarks

.regarding the Mission's desire to control the
’pqllticnl and splritual beliefp of its teachers

i nppoor to be suppgorted by tha 1otter from Dr.Arthur

_of. ‘t‘host,b \lplvonber,1989, now cnolonod, which states




that all agents were required to lsﬁgg{ﬁbt.tg»

become members of the Kikuyu Central Association
unless the Mission allowed them to do ®0. '

In general, 1t seems to be the case
that while the statements in the reports are
loosely worded, and might, with advantage, have
been modified, the position ie adequately sumnmed
up by the Governor who states that he cannot
discover that there are any material grounds for
ihis protest.

The necessdity for the very careful
editing ot reports to which the general public
nave access 18 apparent when the phraseology of
the statements 10 which the Mission object is
examined. See also the atatement quoted on page b8
of the memorandum that the restrictions supported
by Government nad been allowed to become practically
a dead letter.

? mppe reply to the memor ial to the
Secretary of State enclosed with (1) should be th?t
he is glad to have on record the history of the
cubject set forth in the memorandum: that having
carefully considered the gtatements in the two
reports to which objection is taken by the Mission

dnctiak 1 balases .-

Council, he is(@f opinionithat such 1nnccuraoieq
as rcourg@ ere {not sowfd\a;t.ur;\ to cause Qn\ﬂ..\
embarrassment to the Mission, and that having
regard to the circumstances of the case, 8nd to
tne 1nformn§;89 contained»in,Ir.Arthugﬂa_lpteer
of the,th Nov‘@ﬁxber 1929, he coneiders that’ the
Council's objections relate rather to matters of

phraseology than to'quéstiona of substantial

.misrepresentation of the aims of the Misaion, and

3c 7075/31 Moo

that in the circumstances he considers thnf no useful
purpose would now be ﬁarved by pursuing further the
quention. of the statements in the reports.

As regards the statement in the
memorisl that the action of the Government .....
given the unfortunate impression thet the Government
are not in favour of mitigating the evils of this
practice, it might be stated that the Secretary of
State sees no ground for thie statement in view of
the fact that Government propaganda has been directed
towards encoureging and fostering that body of opinion
which is opposed to the performance of the rite in
any circumstances.

As regards (b), the Duché;a of Atholl
been
was informed that the Governor had/requested to
furnish in about & year s time the statistics desired
by her Committee, but stiress was laid on the fact
that the efforta of the Government and the progress
made could not be fairly judged by such statistics “
The statistics show that there have

been since the year 1920 the following prosecutions:-

South Nyeri 2
¥a :

Kyambu 1
Embu 18
Bitul 3

a total of 24, in which 71 persons were proseocuted,
and b8 conv}étbd.

The great majority of these cases
paturally arose in the Embu pistriet which formulated
the standard re-olutién shown in the report.

This resolution has been adopted by 8

-Hative Councils lnd 2 Councils in addition have

TS

eptirely prohibite} the rite.

E It




It is now for considerstion what

should be commnicated to the Duchess of Atholl
for the information of her Committee in i .
addition to the statistics shown in the
schedules to (3).

2 Much of the report invites crit cism
and it therefore seems sufficient to send a

copy of the general remaks on pages 1 and 2

of the sppendix to (3), together with a copy of T

the scbedﬁl‘es, omitting from the letter the nil
returns.
1 ,\u/t./twt'hnis(:»« kv b lomite
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v 827
/) S JY,
e/
- Ror Sir 3. Wilson's_sjgnature .
Sir_C. Botiomley. =
Sir J. Shuckburgh. _
Perms. US. of S. : T 25
Pary, US. of S. Conf ;dentml - ZBAjuly, 1952.
s State ‘ .
o * Dear Ddchesu,e&l:ﬁu*&—
tah,
nm Coar 0o You will remember in
HER FRACE ‘ . connection with the qpqptlon
 THE DUCHESS QF ATHOLL, D.8.5...P.- € Gt i o Mg
: nai:Z;Z:::;:uf'ivﬁﬁef‘ﬁf-‘h‘—5¢h
¢ : FW. you suggested

" ~0“ 3 %
! last_year that yewr Comrittee for

! ¢ o
\ ) ‘ , the Protection.of Coloured V%omen
in aAfrican Colonies should be
furnighed with certa.i:r; ,s'tatiétiél;
at t,fxe e"nd Qf 8ix m;ntha or a
ye@;'w Yo bix Tettar 5.
: ‘the_;‘figth Garoh, 1951
., Dr. ‘;Z)l"unmond Shiels informed you:

that the Governor of Kenya had

been



sen requested to furnish the
jesire ' siatistics in about a
car's tive

Lwve now received
‘ror wne overnor & report on the
cresent position, toretuer with
w ruil statemant of tne
rrosccutions instituted for breach
0. Lue regulations on tne sudject,

sionine the result in each case.

ir bert Hamilton,

efore leavine London, desired that
vou 505kl be furnished with a copy
of tiis report and of the annexed-

_ratistics for une information of

vour commitiee, and I accordingly

enclose copies wiln upis letter.
b

& Weed & B wiesoth
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Lave now received

Sron Lne sovernor & report on the
present position, tos etiier with
& rull statemant of tne
vrosecutions 1nstll watei for breach
0. Luo regulutions on tne subject,
snowine uhe resalt in @gch case.

.r luoert Hamilton,
~eiore leavine London, desired that
voi siould be turnished with a copy
of this report anl of the annexed:
Ctatistics for unc information of
vour Jomnituee, and 1 accordingly

enclose -opies witn upis letter.
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her of my talk with yeu; "

I wonder 'hnher you have seen a ntqmﬁ i
drawn up by the chmh ut ﬁpoq.nd Kikuyu nbuﬂ; m
clear the utton hk‘n by th!l ia x‘.m to {m olr-
cumoision? -&- oop;-u ui&’&iw Qoium o:uﬁn a i
few months ago. 1 should be nq ;hl iz ynn lq}! tdu

Nigsion suthorities hu Mph-_u-ropr-lnt“. . ldtw

e
A

publisped by some of the hostile Kikuyw, I uxwu 4: lm,

who wished to nvg*q it.

Dr. Arﬁlr W of the n.lui’n. is! -ov at
ou leave. I had'a nu.-m :;u Mlﬂuw;h "H" :

you will find time' n«-h W\tron b *u 'aug w_

VAT RN 3 *

ir o'bq;t Hamilton, L&
$ olonial Mfiu
a' .



98,ELm Pux man:vu.

7th June uu a‘“"“

: Mﬂuw

r huo 'rutn te Ir-./o{;qu of Kenya telling ?&"‘
her of my talk with yeu,- L/ ks !
I wonder Iﬁ;lhr you have seen a lt.tiﬂvlﬁ
| drawn up by the cnmn ot saotlund Kikuyu Micsiop uking
clear the uuon h.knn by ﬂn- in nm to fmlq oir- < :

,C/ cumoisi on? -A- mow m nlt‘ to tho Goleniel. ofﬂn .
N few months ago. 1 lhouu be very. nu if you could tind
2 time to glinde at it, as it shows that the aotien of the
aQ Nigsion authorities hu loh ul-rcpruont« & lotmr
) publisped by soms of the hostile Kikuyu, I bekisve in 1m
‘{ accused them of trying to get the rna proltblm ‘}1 mothlr
- {yad

when pll they were ltndlu for was protnuoq f-r ﬂrl- ;

3 who wished to cvld_. it. o
Dr. Arﬁlx'. head of the: -nu,n. is | now ut ho-”‘

on leave. I h‘i nu eidn. kil in umm.n the “%’I

day, and found him wery: ;noi-uuﬁ -b.u‘ u‘ 111 g ¢ hoﬂ :

you will find vm pv-h Biw Wefors be ”u back te hnn i
Vo B oy \

sir nwz Iq..uton, P, £
coa.nm (783 ho.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
KENYA.
e NAIROBI,

é'g . KENYA

- /@’i April, 1922,

CONFIDENTIAL.

Sir,
T have the henour to refer to your
"w Confidential despatch of the 221G February on the subject of
/ female circuncision in virich you ask me to deal specifically
‘with the Kikuyu Mission Council's complaint of misrepresentati
in official docwnents,,, appeari.ug 4in their memorandum transmitte
. to you in my confidential despatch of the 8th December, 1931. :
2, The Council protests that the actiohs of the !

Mission have bewn misvepresented in the Native Affairs Depart-
ment Annual: import for 1929 and in the Annual Report of the

Direotor of Bducation for the same year. After the most

A
«
IS
\'«
'v careful perusal of these heports and of the files on which
'\
N

Do o .

these Reports were based I cannot discover that there ere any .!

3]

material grounds for this protest, which is elaborated omn pa‘ga—s»ﬂ

U0 e - 72 of the' Eiss.’gou ¢ Memorandum.
5 . . The grayamen of the statemems in both -

RGN Reﬁé‘l'ts is amt,'\.n fhe sutymn of 1929 e crisis was preclpita“teﬂ,,c
by the action of ‘the Oﬁurch of Sco’cland Missien through its
Pﬁx;cipal t‘he Rev. Dr. Arthu.x in "snddenly requiring all hié

Qhurdh elﬁersﬁ qg pﬁin of qxpulsmn, to s:.grt & paper

. renouncing femsle cxrc\mci.efgn Tn;s actmn 1% chareote

S ¢ i L & e

4, . {, voih .

| TS RIGT 1OI0 e

% JAJOR STR % cmmmmm 'P,C., BBiB., Wil
4 Ty

'@-- TAR! OF smh gox THE cdwrrnq, b




as the sudden lwunching o vt attuch s oninot Lo tom of
clitoridectomy . M perorialicts sriue that cbds ac.ion

was not "sudel

LU PR PoiY e nol e cause ohtoweeol et

of the crisis. Tein trgumert o not Mow centible of T nf

a:o the feet remaiin it cipubaewnsly wits Dr. AUt TS sction

the Dyepbu district wes

a letier from Dr. Arthur to i€ Direg LOT L.ention wnich at

g 1 te aurpocition 2 Lotk fopmer hed

decided to leunci &

¢
¢
1

aT

Who were not st owle witho us oot tion of the

circwsclsiorn of wonen ... L. e Woiey were lolu Tnsl o Lhe

would have o tiyn e o claratior 1 ULl

¢iviiased chel

thet tie Churcl o« luers wers U iped b ol of
erurcis tion. G o, it s adritved e
Elders v e Lt Ul 1 Lty 8 . Dr.
Artlun Lter 1 ®eyer e, 8N el pt&"
were vecuired to ticnoa doculent. T cagy., e thst in

thic patter there pel Leen ne Jub: santisl nisrerieses Wtion

thouph thele Loy Luve ceen @ @l

apiarent to the Ditteict Corlioitxer. .raniu, @ whose report

the Tative AfTeirs Depsriuer? Amcel Leport wey tused)

between requiring Elders t effiln gnd "teachere end other

agents® to sirnd
4

B, The Mission council pbjecls ¢ ‘o the
,statemewt‘ t&.qt the Afx ican Ipland wnd Gospel L. jor.c followed
. D Ar thur's lead, mamtainmg thet the actior of thece I'iccions

independent. On page 35 of the Memoranduw, howrver, 1t

‘is sdmitted thet the declaration of attitude adcpted &t the
! 7

i \
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3.

meeting at Tumu Tumu in March 1929 "probebly constituted
the first direct cause of the subsequent upheaval".

Tuu Turu is & station of the church of Scotland Kission and | 4
Dr. Arthur is the head of that Mission in Kenya. He was
also at the time a neiber of Exeecutive Council. There is'no
doubt whatever thut he was r-perded by natives and non-natives
as the protagonist in the cempaign and I am convinced that it
is true in the ordinarily accepted sense of the words that
the otier two lilssions mfollowed his lead".

8. The statement that the Church of Scotland
Liicsion. Kikuyu, lost four-fifths of its school éhildren is
also repudiated, and in this the Mission Council seems to be
justified. On pege 54 of the Mcmorandum are figures of
attendaLées at the schools of that liission. From these it

gppears that whereas the outschools in December 1929 hsd lest

about nine-tenths of their pupils the central school at Kikuyu
had lost only sbout 7e. Tt is almost certsin that the
District Commissiorer had in mind the condziions at the
outschools in his district and did rot realize the extent to
which the peneral averege was affected by the numbers at the

Kikuyu ceitral schools. Tt is regretted thet his statement

was not checked before its incorporation in 1. Maxwell's repor
2« The memorandum states that the report of the
Director of Education for the year 1929 misrepresents the
action of the lissions.
The memorandum criticises the following statements in
thé rport.

(i) "The Church of Scotland ission took the
"deqision caeig s e e =

( ii)  “A number of schools were left without
nteachers and these schools were closed." %

/(111) "The Wissioh hes indicet¥d its right to
"control the golitical an@ spiritual iR
0

” npeliefs of those whom it employed in its p

"sahools even though Government s & part
"of their sslaries.” s & P
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4.

8. The objection to the first statement
is that it wes not the Church of Scotland kission but ohly
the Kikuyu and Chogorid ststions whickh took the ection,
The comunication of the 5th lNovenber, LSEé, a copy of
which is sttached to the despatch is headed 'Church of
Scotland Kission, Kikuyu'. It is signed by Dr. Arthur.
Dr. Arthur has been and still i: recognised as the head-of the
Church of Scotland Mission in Kenya. His home is at Kikuyu.
Adnittedly, the policy adopted applied to Chogoria as well
as to Kikuyu. ’The Director of Bducation wishes to place on
record that irn the many interviews he had with Dr. Arthur
he has always discussed Latters ;ith hin as head of the
Chmren of Scotland liission ag & whole.
Even if it it aduitted that the Director of Education
made an overstetcuernt in urixy these words, it is reesonable
to resd the passage quoted witi, tie liniting sentence
wgs far as the Church of Scotland Mission®dt Kikuyu is
concerned® on page 30: quoted on pege 72 of the memorandum.
In any cese the natter appears to Le trivial. ‘ )

9. Obj ction is takern to the statement that a
number of schools were closed. The memorandun appears to .
admit that the sctooﬁs werc closed and it is therefore
unnecessary to pursue this matter. . .

The memorandum omits to state that in order to maintain
an effective support of the Mission the Director of Education
continued to pay salary grants for teachers vio were doing no
work.

There were no pupils present in at least two schools :
in the last three months of 1929, as compared with about
550 in July 1929.
 10. ' Serious objection is taken to the stetemen

LN

that the 4ission hes attempted to @omtrol the political and
spiritusl bgliefs of the teachers concerned. The. 5
’ -tenorahdug

i




memorandum admits that the mission did control the pol:lficel
views of its teachers. This is not contested. The~

[ ] attitude is made clear in paragraph § of Dr. Arthur's letter :
of November 5th, 1929. ) .

11. No: reference 1s made to the real grayamen

of the Dlrector of Bducation s charge against the llission
and that is At the Misswn was controlling the political
views of teachers !hnie‘salaniea‘were in great part paid by
the State. Itvmay or may not be wie to insist on one's
own employeés holding certain views, but as soon as tho;q
employees become engaged in work paid for by the State,”
the right to conirol their,politica] views disappears.

\

18, V. The Director of Educetion desires to

empbxsme the view that Missions too often regard co~operation
with Government as meaning payment by Govermment and control
by Missions. The attitude of the Misgion is a signal
example of thisﬂinability on the part of tho Mission tow
reAcognise that the «conduct of schools by Missions with paymen',t:}
of grants for salaxlxiegs‘involves the Missions in certain .

definite respqnsibilities in respect of politicael liberty.

13. I enclose as an appendix to this despateh
7 the report and ststement asked for by Lord Passfield in
v ” paragraph 5 of his Confidential (2) despatch of the 12tk :
NT]"?@ Kerch, 198l.. : . ,

‘ I have the honour to be,:

% -

Sir,

-

YO\}I‘ post obediant lmmble servant
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Be The situation in the ocut-schools is not yet »
fully dsclared. It is the same or worse than here, and
poseibly we may have schools with much reduced numbers.

In spite of our losses, we have sufficient teachers to

do the school work here, and to staff with capable Seashers
all cur ocut-schools except one, which was depd betore this
trouble arcse.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient serwant,

(sgd.) JOHN W. ARTHUR.

o
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WO pe.son subject to the jurisdiction £
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sccieting in the perfo.uance of clitoridectomy
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K¢ b 1ncision of preater ext

1.t or depth
< thui is necessary for the removal or ¢xcicion of

$ie’ it ® AT k . -




rerforred,

-/
2
1

L.V
’ i




_without her‘consent are: punlched.

”

_strohgly opposed as ever 39 any change in the Tite om

\ - ' /&

I. ¥LUY PuOVINCE.

(a). Iiswbu District. Lfter th stormy tiues
of Cctober 192y - Nerch 1930 it has been thou it wise to
refrain frou open pllusion to the-subject, bub Lo punish
fupartislly any orede. of existing orcers, snd to copfine”
propagunds to words in season in private »'ux‘versat.}ons
with influential nat;ves,. ey . T ot @

The Kismbu Di strict 'has bounﬂ z.tsc.if by the

stenderd resolution tb the ‘milder- fom of operation and also
+5 the registration of persons authorised to -operate.
While it is practicslly mpossﬂﬂe to detect breaches of
the fipst of these orders unless a complamt 1s lodged,
there is reason to Ue11eve that the second o:m!ér 15
generally respecteds One operator who periomed without
nemissAu“ has been fined Ss.30/-. ‘ o y

(b). erri Distriict. There has Deen p;actleelly
no chenge in the sttitude of the Kikuyn of this distriet’”
towsrdé the custom of female circumcision.

The vas‘t me jority of bthe population ere as

nodification of the operstions - the teaching of, the Vissions
against this custom 2till arouses resentment, sﬁsﬁi’cion
and hostility. » ‘
This is clearly shown on every occa.;ian ‘when
this question comes mto promlnance,,as for mstance whsn |
the parties Iespons;blq for the c11cwc1sion oi‘ a g1r1 s
The Iesu.]';ts are eslways the same and have been for
the pagt two years:' there is & falling off in sttendance

at the kission schoois' “there is a demand for and stteuwpts

to start mdependent schools and to hold independent Church

services anc Prayer mcutlnge.

v 3 - The fact -
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|
i3 The frct ic that the whole T1.L. ‘ot with the
exception of & few dozen inuividuels is opposed to nny
® change in tue cercmony or ir tle rode of conducting

the operation.
Tnterf rence by Govermuent ot Ly iLsions is preatly

drceded, anc livtle i. requirve. tu arouse &

1spicion,
resentment and unzest.

Two cuses have sctuslly scourred in tnic dicrtrict of

girls being circuncized forcilly an’ without their consent.

The first occurred in jerch 1050: the girl was 8 pupil

in the Tumu Tumu boerding < chool who hud sccepted the
Nission teaching on thiz sutject; lLer age wal 1% or 14

VY years; her father hau her circuucised against hor wish:
AN _ - _
3 e of Clief Nduinﬂ were

he ané the female operator,E_ wife of

¥ HL\»
Hr‘o«“ prosecuted under the Iniiwn Pe nal Code (ce. tion 87) and
e convicted of voluntarily causing hurt and vere sentenced

the father to 14 days K.I. snc¢ the operator to & fine of
§hs o 70/~ o
i o he second case occurred in Ogtober 19Z1 eand was

very similsr. The girl sgein was & pupil of soume 1% or

14 years of age 1n the Tuiu Twau Loardin: cchool; she
J

had adopﬁ'eld the o sz;lon tes obmg ‘agsinst the rite end wes
forci,bly ciycumcised Dby her mo,'g‘hm or. October 8th wiile on
a weit to her home. :

3 : The girl's mot;uer, theé operetor, five other wo;nen c
and one man who assit ed w :forc bly, carryin out the
operation were pr rogeeuted at’\fyerl under sectipn 21

- the Penal Code, Criu inal Cﬂse o 96 of 19%1, and

'conv1cted of causmg nrievous harm, ' The, girl's mot‘afar"‘
#+and ‘the\opex atop wer @ eaéh sentehced tn B wontls
impﬂsonmex'c Jith hard ,1abour and the wmalntng six

-DETSONS =
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wepe tente ced to ¢ we=cs iupriconment

percons wiw ncsisted

with hearo Ivhour.

reculted 1 vl rief: w ¢ 14
t retest ay) { the dcprisone il 1y uvu Lor

following ur uncicnt custom ot Lo 11

eorsected witlh tucir trival life »ne religion.

petitiorn to ill. Excellency tue i

wee d.ly ccklier with, In Yleld

the convicted ;o .sonc mi-ht be pod
the conterce micht ve recuced to o ¢« fine. e

sii. netitien veing of the

GOVEITOT Wis

opinion U fuct Leor. treatec with

leriency.

Lrins t vl 1LY I3, 1.3 e
long i vl i . ; m cor g

: <
T tio t o) Lit g

goo un EVED.

(c). Hwbu Dirtrict. ™ . root o ut ot

appointusnt of .«

excellent eff ¢t Lt e oo o Dol moowadotibnonothe
major opelston 1o veiy el T o8 verfoine w0 e

Brbu.  So elso anong the ciles lrite. 1okl AR totet,
there i. no r.acon to inlivve thir snytldn: tut I

minor operetion hrs Jutterly veen perfo 1 ed.

The nale portion of population i. opro. = to ihe
nejor forn and that oppouition topethcl wigh tua [uct that

as will ve seen from the statierics furniched hersv-th,

+

o woLen heve veen incsrcerated fo infringing the Eesolutio
passed by the Eubu Locsl 1etive Council in 1926, should be

shfficient to ensifbe tiat the more ssvere foriw will not

again be intmdqced provided tnqt a continuous watch-is
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)
';I-
) peinteined.
(d). leiu. mhe District Commicsisner writes -
® w1 hev antt;"fTFPth tire or. € tig
Lotter duzin, 101 @ foersadne 10 owini the “lders.
Toowerde the rnd o7 the FEBE four irfluritial hesdner
~e chosen by the Lera L2 tour Brbu dictrict wrd see
whet by seoompl ibed there. Me natbter poonires
very cerful an toetful trestnent vut T ohwve crent hopes
at 4 next Loenl Vetive Comcil o eeting we will be
able tu pas. 8 posolution which will Lodify the operation
Ve considerably s s the Loation orf operstors
it py
, thy anave Wl writ s Hesolution on the
| lines cot Looriasted Le T, T bR end hise rec.ived the
) Ex Ve o .
e genolunnion b Lo et of rodifying dule
! ’ ‘0. 2 of tie hules moted etove LY ¢+ o iricting the
operatlon to i mpenoval of 1he tip of tle clitori®
and the :nall dark riqres of tikin ‘iens the free edge
o )

of e labla minoras."

qire neiive women duly

(ey. Fort Hall. The
guthorised to pcrform tre circumcivion operation in the

Fort Hell district and all heve ve:=h rersenelly worned

s by the Adminictretion of the vy-law in force, the; lave
also bec: conbtinually inst.uctec witi. resgrd to tie evils
end the mutilation ceused by anything but & very glivle

S operution.
Yo charges have bee brought e licr
under the Penel Code or ander the Native suthority
Amendnent Ordinence of 1924 throughou’ '+€ year.
] All officers lsve taken every
‘ quortunity of im m§i6351ng on barczas of natives the evils cf

| custom of e circumcision  except in
J] ‘an’ innocuous form and the Nedicel Officcis have token

o . o - pains -
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pains to jnstiuct on the technicsal e teile of an inrocuous

v{ operetion.

3

The Fort Hall Locel

® on October fOth, 1991, pauie lTowing n.innte
is relevent to tle femsle circumci: ior uestion -

W That ae it oo ned provsble thet i chouls
would .~ upened by & lic:ion i: tli. dizpute over

jon could be settled, the nerbers

crule clrcuc

e

were rtrepered to connider witi. their con:tituents

the cucstion of enforcing sone lesser operstion.

1 ission concerned ve sskel to send a

That

tion

vorres stetive toodiscun tie whole cue:
with the Lemvers et the next .. oting of the
Gininil® .
The alove rinute .tow. 1hot foesd ic « rrowing
reelization of the evils o the present for1 of operation

1Y

+o erforce & lesser end innocuous

@

and &n embryonic
foitn. throughout tris dizzrict.

o
Any :dvance in the direction of altering the notire

0? the operstion go thet 1t Lecore: imccuous and finally

of dispensing with 1% altogether musi cone from within

and Le backed by poovular opinic: grd any drestic ection
‘ g by Govermoont o lizsions to enforee tie prohivbition

of the operction at tid prv.e @ ti.e will only Le met

by cullen suspicloen wene & closiri; aena en

augmentstion of the runks of thole ignorantly

believe tuat ite ulterior votive of Jis: ions ard
Government is to Lreekdown age old custor an . thus

detribalise the nctive in order to tuke his lands.

- UVAXBA PHOVINCE -




1. TKAUBA PIOVTCE.

(a) Kitui. Propennda with o view Lo eve: tual
® atolition of thie rite is veing snd will e pux"sued.
¢ Kitui Locul Hative council ja addition to the
i stendard kesolul ‘on uuo pasced the following
L Reso ution 8150 1= o
? " et it suall be unl wful' for &rw'y person to

peration it volving tne mutd.]:atlon
te rarts of any giFl withouc the '~ {’
1y f.:(prce.';éd to the operator " ﬁ }
wardian, if the famer 1;3.

perfuii &ny
of the prive

..cent, persone

Ly boti her father (or g

eod) end Lor Lother (or her 1Mz'eseut'1t1ve in‘

sucton, If she if lcud) .

(ico. were . assed there have been

only liree rrosecutions nder the 1% .olqtions as ,
ghown in the ehed ¥ tgched heretd.

(b) _iviekos. wele circlici ion has naver !
cansed unestines i, this district, cniefl*r uecance th&

11 effects pesult o s’
.

Linor one snd no ill

‘or. the oreration &5 carried out by the

| R L Qe o1 il

trouble im child~bi rthe A
connuctlon: “:Lth the rit& we

Lkspba CHUSEE b

Yo criuinel ctaTges in
tried i this distr ¢t during 1991. : :‘ “;
ere is one of” quiet and t,a,gtm, T
anda agpinst the pruchices It hqé beep &‘f

N Propag
J bv the Meclikos Local Natlve C‘ouncil mf M

4 Las Never adppted any def‘mitg 1i“m 01‘ q‘t%m.% e
BRI '

matters 1 R A A

‘ The Plovmual wmnfissio' er ccﬁ'gi}ie'x;s ‘thet as 8 ;rgi
one thoegit the stﬂtement ?n

e policy 1

the- operetlon is a minov
- Lmdblom s =
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Lindblow's book o1 tue Wakewba thet the "lulia rinora’
and 'gl'&t;yutilu. ¢clitoridis' ire cut svey ca cecte tist
the operation i: uot so insig:iricant ac it mey aprcar.
He furtheradcs thut he with the Dictrict Comwissiorer
the .cadcsl Oiiicer, & lecal llisslonary long resident

in the iechikos distriet, a:nd «nlightened native opinion,
arc considering steps to be te.en witiia view to modifying

the severity u: tie operstion i.e. limdting it to the

cutting oi i 'rraeputing . e ehaquiries ars not vet
couplete. A peoposal Lo thio effect, i? thou/iit

desireble. will te subwittec to the Mechskos Locel listive
Courcil in the near future snc if spproved by that body,
the operator., who strangely enough are mples’ in Tkambs,

will Te instricted sccordingly.

my o

ilotic and Bantu Havirondo do not
prectice femele circuacision but the-e is & mild form
andng the Lmbwa, Kisi® sn “yangord end the few'

Xasel and Klgonmyi who are in orth Kevirondo.

'RhANA PuOVINCE .
The rlte is orly praciised smongsi the

gl. trlbe eng rot ihe Turk ana.

Only the u\llde’ ov. of operat!

ymfomed in thig 'district.

T‘ne subject has npon eversl occeésions

een dlspussed gt Tocal wtlve',Co'mcll neetings when-the

membe_rs :omum;ﬂ ungenvinced o t%}c correct.,:ess of medern
Scientific oﬁinfon'ré*gaz,ﬂing the harmfulness of this

ancient custom. v ¥

It WiGS ‘,ons‘deled that &t present there
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0.

is no neces. ity to promulgate (roorde poet 1oit
unlicensel pernons pesr rming: the g2 SLO
I is wa of remark thet there were one o two eld-

ers who, having uwar:rie.l Keranajony wiveo, whose 1r le do
not pus.ctice thig ecustom, rdeiltfe. Lkt ehi
eacier ratier for « luramajony womar 'L & Zurn.
[ R R T S m EdEr 5 ol
To recure sner ur aduisvion ic & ctey in tie risht
direction.

ProlLivitive le islation would not unly e durgrerously

uspopulsr st present btut feredoored tc feilure under the

1ical conditions cbtuining.

the Hebartonjo lission
in Kamasia o tirrats vy & 1i01's relatives to nerforn
the opeistion ty furce.

A werning we. ivern in tle Loctl Tulive Council
mecting &painet ary sue. wtienpt, an tie cttlitudeof

Governnent eyxplained cu tl. whole

stion, -.precially
£

with regerd to tin ceriouc nrerstion.

The Kumesia ars nmuc:. too backuwerd to expect any

+
f.

inpression to e rude on them in resyect of the cuctom as

a whole although they undeir:ztind thet compuleion on an

unwilling individual wil® wve wev it with.,

The operstion iz not 4. s :ule :. lever s in one
disiricts.

NZOIA P.OVICE.

The major operation is not apncrently
customary in this Province.
I The tribes ave-very backward. Theie is .
précticuhy m’l;’fu%bm,&&lty gmong them, and therefore no
teaching diametrizall& opp%sed to ngtive precepts.

T+

-It is :



VII.

VIII.

1.

It is known to them that Government views the mactice

with disfavour but it will only go with education.

.As in Kikuyu, its passing will be accompanied vy i11-

treatment of the innovators, but at present there are none.
The practice in this Province is apparently quite harpless
as nothing cones to the surfac. of hospital or Court, but

more research is needed.

COAST PROVINCE.

Pewsle circumcision ic not a natter of great
iuportence in the Coest Province, anc those tribes
whicl: piactice it adopt the milder forms only.

There is no female circumcision at all
auongst the Pokomo or Giriama tribes, nor is it at all
common emongst the Duruma or Digo. In Teitagit is the
custom for female children to be circumcised@thin & week
of birth, and the operation is necessarily & minor affair
owing to the tcnder age of the child. -

The Galla, Kore und Boni of the Lemu district
continue to oircumcise as heretofore snd the District
Comniizsioner reports that there is no sign of the practice
dying out.

'elta is the only Locel Istive Courcil in the
Coast Province which hes passed & kecolution dealing

with the subject.

NASAT.

Female circumcision ac practiseg by the 'asai
is believed to Le a severe operation but medical officers
who have worked among them maintein that, so far a: they
are able to judge it hasvno dangerous effects Pithgr on
the women or the children. )

- The liasai




ok

- . 3y

12.

3 . . b . -
The ls:cil are o psrticularly conservalive trile and

efforts to Lodify any pf their custous by precept and
propagenda are Largelff;;ﬁffective. They refuse even to
discuss fewsle circumcision wiich they say is their own
business and nobody else's.

Any reference to the pructice is held to ie indecent,
anc¢ eny moverent to suppress il would be reogsrde as

»

tantanount to an attempt to spread ansrchy and to caupass

the disruption of their farily life.

ROLT! B FROITI'TER PxQVINCE.
The Sawburu sie in customs and habits similar to the

P

They piractice clitoridectomy inlgnfigorous form
but apparently witiout causing any very serious after
eff cts. The ..endile du linewise.

Avony the Gulle tribes the operstion ir e gliirht one
and is proctised st irvegular and indefinite periods.

A1l the Somali tribes prectice infibulation, Fhe
operetion veinc pertoricd in eerl; 1r "sacy and following
on clitoridectony.

he Turkana sre the orly ciception in thet they

do not rroctise clitoridectony.




Bouth Nyeri Distriot,

March 1930. - A girl of lumu fumu
boarding school was circumcised
against her wish. fThe tather and
the remale operator were coavicted
ol Yoluntarily Causing nurt, Sec.
87, I.P.C. !

Sentenss, 14 days R.I. and shs.70/-
respectively.

Jrim, Case 96/31. - A similar case in
which the girl's mother, 5 other
women and a man who assisted were
convicted under Sec.214 of the Penal
vode of Causing Grievous harm,

Sentence. 3 months* H.L. and 6 week®'
HeLsrespectively.

syambu Ulstrict, N1l

/ Ambu Dt.t;lct. . nil,
/ meru District, Nil.
fort Hall bListrict, Nil,

UKAMBA PROVINGE, sl

NYANZA PROVINGE, Nil,

IHRKANA PROVINGE. N1l

N NTIER OVINCE bl

¥ OVINCE N1,

COAST PROVINCE, Nil,

RIFT VALLEY PROVINGE, N1l

MASAT PROVINGE. N1l

bBUABDULE: 12,




® © Merw utstricn, Al

1 vi Lo - nil,




-2 -

kmbu District (Continued).

No, of ugse. MNO.or Accused, “ﬁ&“ﬂ: iine,

18,1930 (2 counts) 2 2 Shs.150/- essh
or 2 months'
R.I, (8ns.
132/- paid).

19,193u (2 counts) 2 P 8hs.lb0/-escn
or 2 months'
K.I. (Fine
paid).

24,1950 1 1 she.20/-

111 Clases Court
Case of 1941. 1 1 shs. 150/ -and
in defsult 2
months® S.I.

14 t0352/1931

and 74,1931 20(3 counts)20 Shs. 460/-eahn
or o months'
- each HeL.
(¥ine not
paid).
75,1951 1 1 shs.150/- or
2 months' Hele
(Fine not
paid).
76/1931 1 X she.150/- ox
2 months'H.L.
(Fineznot
paid).
108/1931 1 1 Shs.150/- ox
2 months' K.l
115,195L( Scounts)l 1 5 months'
R.I.
UKAMPA_FROVINGE.
Kitul District,
< ¢
GriCase 143/1927. 2 socused.
w, Gircumcising & girl " Fined
ut baing persons authorised ~ eash and
£0' do B0 uux L.N.G.Ruolutlon 1n ’mlt T month
11927, a.I.'«,, ooy
cx:mt-mg cnlq _ aity. ¥ioed
varogibtu(ﬁ to.do /= snd iu
B0 nu]xﬁ x..n.d,a.nmt en ‘ gogmuc 14 days
Na.1l/: + “Rele

;s r i Vo .’
ﬂlﬂ_'.‘ Aylowing e man 1o . Penhé . Fined
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sxitul visirict.(Continuea).

circumclse his daughter contra
Native Law and Custon.

NYANZA PROVINUMK,. .
TURKANA PROVINGK. nil.
RIFT VALLEY FROVINCK, Nil.
NCRTHERN FRONTIER PROVINCE. Nil,
NZCTIA PROVINCH. Nil.
CCAST PROVINCE. N1,
MASAT PROVINCH. Nil.
4
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She.50/~- and 1in
deteult 2 months'
H.L.




This memorandu: , . trel Ly tue
Filkuyu Mission Council, contuins u ,reat deul of

fnformation both us r ris tne fteunle cir-umcision

‘ontrovers und ulgo on otier mutters connected wit:
Y

affuirs in the Vikuyu Provin'e in ri-ent years. 1

n

addition, 1t raises questions regurdine “ovarnment policy

whirn wre »f consid:rabtle importans-, t szers worth

while, therafor., to

It nuaus been the practice in

ecent years to refur tH u "mujor

Puges 1 ana 2. "minor operution”, the minor operation ‘unsisting ouly of
clitoridectomy. Tue memorandur shows tuaf there is in
furt n0 su-h operation ns simp.ie “liftorilertymy
practice nmong the Fikuyu. T™uls is bYorne out by the
lutest informmtion from the iovernar, s-2 No.37 on P

10004/ 39, puragrapd 2.

Thzre is little »r no te.ching
Pages 3 and 4.

; X na
OF valuz ussociuted with the »=a9% in ViZ.yu, und the

psychological effects of it ure serious.

the op.riti n nuve

Pages 4 und 5. trib=s abandon

purts of Africa.

The danta availa!
8. cest that the actual operution is but u minor,

A
aithough ess=ntial, feature of the widle, und, ue in

tue ~ase of the VWakamba, !t is probable that it pos-ess-g

vios significunce whateverg.
The Curistian “lders consiier

the whole coremony for boys and ¢irke so imprepnated
¥ preyg

with




with 1mpnrit1u !ﬂpt nq Chriltilh pamt tould deeir.e bis
child to pass tnraugh thepighel &N

Por many years, the Missions have bun

oppesed t0 the ceremony, and have econducted prop.ganda .

etc. egainst it. The Chnroh I&in of the Church of Seotlcnd

Mission, Kikm. were amended 1n 1915 as ';Qllows -

"A girl lrho hAl boon bap&laaﬂ and has made public

) profession ....... mey not be circumcised". It wes alum
Page 11. M recommended that "Christians, Catechtmml,

hea.rsre and others, ba taught that the circumcision of girls:

is unnecessary, and thet it 18 contrary to the principlea
of Christianity." . ,__”""f:f:"“" »
In 1920, at a Conference o't>l!-at1va: L o
Christians held at Tunutumu "“the leading Elders declaread ti
absolute prohibition of the custom within the African
Page 12.. . Church, and supported the imposition of discipline on those
memberu vho uight 1nrr1nge the Church Laws pertainipg !

tharﬁo.'f In the same year & United Native Conference was

held atlx,apbui,_ et which native members of the African . .

Native Ilissi?ui and the Gospel Mission came to similar
‘conclusions.
The Church Missionary Society never

g nga 14. ’ pursued any uniform policy on the subject.

t,imeto time, since 1920 Joint

'“'V’&tistmns have considered the

ros will, aud not a matter of -
compulsion







Page 17.

Page 21.

rompulsion Ly the “uripcang.
The ygenera:
Voot

Lhus heen a4 wilegpor-at movement aronis Tarfat tan

wuich, lins been

apui..st Temnale eireiw

yan
sponsored Ly some at l-ast Pt isslon a Z .ere ure

e number Nf ¢irls who huve never been '1r”4ﬂ“:sui4
o7 such girls signed & pst tiun for-protection in 1.2

cut's policy has heen

The Governs
bused on the resolution of the Governors' Confer-nece
in 1420:- “The Conference -onsider tlLuat tue practice
3f temmle circumcision wuiech was of very wnsfunt
origin, should not be interfered witn, but that the
respective GCovernments ~oncernsd stould endeavour 1o
;rsuade such trites ums practice the more brutal forms

5f it to return to the more nnzient ant lass Lruta

forms. "
variois Jo-ul Mative Tounctls
L=
were induced to pu=s resolutions, wherehy °. ampet 1 on
~ould only be ; .rformed vy skillel women oatunr =ed Dy

the Council, und should be limited in tts nature. The
memorandum muaintains that these resolutions runuiréu
dead letter. The first prosecution unner themt toor
place in sprit,1925.
..

Section 4 of thue !Memorapndum is
a most interesting and useful history of the opposition
to Government und the Missiors. Tt uppears thet the
opposition to Goverpment'wss st its ueight in 1Y22 st
the time,yi.the Tnuku troubles, but that tnrouzhoutﬂ- &
‘subeequent jearg the opposition to the Misgions was
inoreaeing, and:the distance between loysl chiefs and
Government supporters on the one hand, and the young

med represented by Zne ¥ikuyu Central Asscciation on

the




Pages 44 & 5H.

the nther nund’ was inereasing all the time (Appendix "°Tg
nrontaing a valuable Listory of tue ¥ikvuyu Cen'tral
Associution.
. 3 \nxtuba .
Farly in 177 o bl berous& was held at
Nyeri, which appears to have be:n concerned with the
political situation generally in the reserves, uni purtf-u-
3 g™
lurly, with tne urtivities of the Yikuyu Tentrul Assoclie-
tion. At tuis bhraqgu the ¥liuyu Central Association
representuatives announced thut they stood for the preserva-
tion of the old tribal customs, luying spec-al esmphasis

on "femule circumcision”. It thus for the first time was

made & political issue. This broughkt the ¥ikuyu Oentral
Association into direct conflict witn the missions.

In March,1Y25, a representutive
confer=nce of ull the churches in the Yikuyu country wes
held at Tumutwnu, &t which the position with regard to
female circumcision was reviewed, und the following
resolutions passed:-

"(1) Tt wa- resolved,with one dissenting, thaet th's
‘ustom is evil, and should be abandoned by ull Christians;

(2) It was resolved, by 50 votes to Y, thuat all
submitting to 1t swould be susp-nied by *he churches
ev.rywhere;

(5) The Conterence made no recommendations as to
periods of suspension. Tt remitted the question bLae> 'o
the churches asking for it to be carefully considered
with a view to getting a definite decision at & further
contrerence."

Tn the following month occurred the

first case of prosecution under the Local Native Council

Resolutions. Various persons were prosecuted for
-

4
performing




Papes 34 & 37.

Puges 43 o 4.

Page LY.

Page 59.

P )qi.

vorforming the opuvration on # girl aguinst her will.
In addition to exceedinyg tne resolution of the “.ocral
Native Council they were chargel with causing grievous
hurt under the Tntiun Penal Code. The latter churje
was not substantiated as the “syistrute held that tha
¢irl in fa* consented in the end, but two wonen were
convirted for exceeding the Lol Native Conncil
liesolutions.
r i

Mucn capital wus mude out of this rase
by the Kikuyu C=antrel Association on the ane side,
und on the other 1t caused "cunsternation in the hearts
of many sfrican Curistians."

The Church of Scotlund started
coilecxing signatures for & petition on the subject
throughout the Fyambu District. This cuused =
considerable feeling.

Finally, ut the Church of S~»otlund
"uur"h‘ui.Cnogoria it was decided that the only wsé to
leal with the situutlon was to demand from e«ll Thurch
members # repudiation of temale rircumcision undzﬁﬁ&-ﬂ
the Kikuyu Central Associuntion. M™his was & dzeclarat ior
of war upon *he &associution, unl the culmination of
a ‘TL.;vh.L;

e, series of incidents, S led t, ts® Lic drop in
the membersiip of botu churc~h-zs &ni mission s~hools.

As regards chur~hes, tine number of

3,392

Churcu of Scotland members has tallen from %’in
Septemberulﬁzg, to 1,492 in the middle of 1431,

As regards schools, the numbers were
fuirly well meintained in central schools, und huve
now igireasad‘ ‘fany out-scnools, hpwever, hecame

quite or practically empty. The following nre the

figures: -




Q.
?.gj‘
Out-schools

Central schools

PaEgs 53.

Dec.19Y28: Dec.1929: Dec.ly30: Dec.ly3yl.

798 8y 154 354
04 £00 10y 152.

-

Uiy sk Kok W prvkin, & ey

Some out-schoal mamt

the Director ot Wducation and as¥ed Liw to send “overrnment
teacliers to replace the mission teneiers. Aftoer
1iscussion with the mission autiori'ics, tie follow! ng
sttitude of botu missions and Linc¢ Dir=ntor of “..u* 5n
agreed: -
{1, Governmert would not nconsiler the sending ot
gGovernment) teachers to mission out-as-.93l..

() The teucher appointed by the misccion woull re‘rat
in school hours fruw reference to ‘¢ qu. 'i.r of femal
circumcision.

Requests made for Tsvernment e~lLocls
were not gsranted.

Turoughout the end of und

Tentrul Association aund *tlLeir tollowers 4id

everything they couli to e

casant for tle

missions. Tn August, 1430, & Luruusa wns held ut wuten

sovern

, 1N &L cndeavour to ne=i18t ‘e

w
w
<

unnounced: -

(&) "hat in two the niministration wo:

N
recomnend :to the
S
grants soul! hec.witndrawn from such 0.t-s:L0Q.s5 us had

Zducution that fOovern- et

not 20 pupils, und

W
(b) ﬂn tlhe event ot tule being dons, und if, ns « result
of luck or funds, the Mission closed ‘4= schoole, the

Covernment had no intention of opening other sehools in

the neighbourhood.

4 ™
The result of ti.i 5L




‘Out-schools

. 798 8 s 34
Central schools 047 " b00 709 832

S aLuM ok kf]»vtq. .

Some out- school mambers approached

the Direotor ot qucation and aeked him to aend Govern

. aschez‘ah to repltoa th& miuﬂon teachers. After

discu.sion with the misnion authorities, tho followmg

agreed: - Sy

e

. Ny A
(1) Government would not consider the send’iug gf

Page 52.

circumcisgion.

Page 53. " Regquests made. for Government “schoola

were not grax{ted. ~,'-j P o
Throuahpnt the .end of 1929 and 19'50;j

the Kikuyu Central Asscoiation and their followero daia

everything they could to make things unpleasant ‘:br'"tht
wmigsions. In August,lY30, a ba.tis. was held at which
Government, in an endeavour.to a_ssiét: the mi naigns, ¥
announced: - 3 :--’ R
™ w."*‘ |
ah

wGoverﬁment ‘had ﬁld in_r

the neighbourhood.



> b

7/ the oppusite of what was 1nteuded,as o Association, end

J| Peses 57-58.

v

their friends seem to have thought that the Diréctor of

Education could and would overrule the administretion.

They also relied on Kenyatta, who was shortly due back from
England; .being able to induce the authorities to meet .
their wishes. He made various efforts to improve
_:"(Z{.';tiéﬂ_l end appears to have behaved quite reasonably.

' 'From Decediber,1930, the position
improyed.

" The object of the Government has been,
so tha mqon.ndum d.enll.rea, to maintain neutrality, but
ﬁhﬁ memarsndwn allo'geg that misunderstandings have
océurred, and t.hnt the impreasion has got sbéut that

Govuj-mpe'nt (and ‘wticularly perhaps the Education

Department) would support the malcontents. This impres-
sion was strengthened by the resignation of Dr.Arthur from

the Executive Council.
EY
The memorandum.elgo alleges thas

various misrepresentations of the attitude of the missions
odcn_rré_d in the Nauve Affeirs Department and Education
hepartmenc Beponts for 1929 and 1930, as also in Professor
JuMpn Buxloy's ”L,tr.tcg Hew.

M; Ca thm epvering letter addressed to

of State, the Miasian CQouncil refer to the

7.
'n and miurapreaentanona ‘and "press thnt

,‘:’ rqfard w;g# t

med in ‘theux!‘rﬁ@rﬁﬂg

HE

l‘ho muqtatemantsre!erred to are




Page 2.

memorandum. Tt will, I think, be admitted {p the

light of the information given in this memorandum,

that they are not in all cases absolutely accurate
accounts of what happened, bin. in no case, except
possibly in the extract from the Fdugation Doqartme_x_xt!
Report,1Y29 page 30 para graphs 1 end 2, is t:hex"c any
reflection on the good‘'name of the Missions, 9“& T
really do not think that any useful purpose would be
served by raking up this past history again.

On the other hand, if there is in
the minda of natives, or anyone else, misunderstanding
as to the Government attitude, that 1! lmmora serious
question. The Government*s attitude a@rgelyﬁs a
result of presaure from this countrﬁ changed 1n_
recent years to a certain extent. 1t was defined in
e Native Affairs Department Cirodl&r of May,1931,
which is enclosed in No.2% on W5/3} 1’1t1ggad‘.9 Ve
might perhaps ask for the Governor's observations o:
the suggestion that the GCovernmant's attitude is mis-
understoad, and enquire whether he considers that any
useful purpose would be\se‘rved by pub_l'iahing the
Ci‘rcular referred to above.

(N.B. A general report on the subject has been
asked for early this year, together with 1nflormati'on
oﬁ various partiocular questions).

) The action on this paper might the®ibe:-
To moknowledge' the despatch; to say that while the
Secretary of State does not consider that any useful
purpoge. would be served bj goﬁg in detail into the
questionsef) the past bistory of this matter, it
"ou\id Apper that the :éxtract,s from ‘th'e Native
Kffairs Deparlmentf‘j'anq Fducati®n Department Reports

for



for 1429 and 1930 quoted &t the end of the Mission

Council‘mdmorandum were not entirely aatiafactor'y
accounts of the situation, and that it would seem
exped!.ent in order to preserve the cordial relations
which have existed in the past with t)lm Missions, thaﬂt
the next annual reports of these two riepartments,should;
'1f possible, contain sope special recog;n’ition of the.
value of their work; and enquire, as aue;gestid st "Ar
regarding the allegation that the attitude of“the
Government 1s misunderstood by the nativaes.

And ask that the Mission Council may be

informed tmt{the §ecretary of State has received their

letter, and that £fhe memorandum enclobed in it has

been read with intereat; that the Secretary of State
gladly recognises the most valuable services r-ndg::;d
by the Kikuyu Mission, ‘an\d appreciafes the seaur&n;qj 1
of their desire to assist fhe Covernment of Kenya 11;" 1
its task; apd that consideration is being givenoto the ‘
question'whether any action could usefully be taken

with regard to the matters mentioned in paragraph b

of their letter. . 1

ol

(§1-3—~




GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
NAIROBI,

No. /77 ){ ‘ KENYA.

CONFIDENTTAL.

" KENYA.

At the request of the Rev. Dr.

Arthur, 0.B.E., T have the honour to forward to you

the enclosed interesting memorendum explaining his

views on the history and causes of the recent

discussions on the subject of female circumcs ion.

T have the hon to be,
L=}

t, hunble

BRTGADIEK-GZIT RAL .
GOVERNOR.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

OO B TRIE PR Bt oo 1)

DOWNING STREET,

P




* COMBIDENTTALZ " Church of Bcotland Miscslon.
Kilkuyue.
i ‘ Kenya Colonye
and 121 Georg e Btreet.
&dinburgh.
Scotland,
let Deceyber 1921,

The Right Honourable
The Becretary of Btate for the COolonize.

Londone
through
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary.
Nairobi.
Sir,
. lemoranduw re "Female Circuicision".
I have tle ‘honour to seud herewlth aopiée of the

Wemorandum prepared by the £iluyu llssion Counclil of the
Church of Scotland on the subject of "Fewale Circuucision",

2. The Liseion Council Lava>raalisei that the aétlon
taken by them has been uisunderstood. ihen tl.e Annual Rsports
of the Zducation and Jative Affalrs Departments for 192g
were published,the Council felt tiat arn a.cwer should be pre6
pared showing that certaln statewents wade tlierein were in-
accurate. They have sought to choow 1n the kKeuworanduwm the true

state of affalrs.

3. The Councll have no I ire to cause fresh iroubls
at this tlme,and so have 1ssued the document as a "Confidentlal®™’
one. ¥
4, The Council feel that the Kiluyu hiusiqn hag
rendered through its 33 years work in the cou.try great
éplritual and social services
regret that the act;gn of the
Eiéeekins to.greigS$§

%

g -



1mpreseion that the Government are not in ravour of mitlgating
Ahe evils of this practice. The natives ir:.}conssquence thlnk
that Government.. disapprove entirely of the Wission's ﬁtand
for the treedom of girls to have cholce 1n thig matter. The
two Rapome quoted above have nct in any way dispelled this,
lmpression but rather at.renc,thened it.

34 Tt 14 stated that the leadéPé of the Kikuyu

imcspl,e were greatly d.’l.pwz-bed by. ‘the mseion act.ion.,wheren

£\ cth\e,,%qwgﬂ 1eagez-§ of the . iiugu peop;g’ in the af":_ioted

‘l req, @ Kiamawwara J.ngely On -J;a!fplde at the uission.
3 sV ha s :

v

| Ir'o;r ite daa;n o uaiag. am aovermnen‘q '3 ¢
diﬂmu.lt tuk s.meng ’the m\t A ; oi‘;&enyn,w o tor-
: '»ﬁoas;ble thein «m)hg uameat a.nd ‘thedr




