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Who's Who of Contributors

V. ALEXANDER iwas Coopssciivs M.P. fer  of the Netional Goversmmeng Sie Stafford Urippe
Hillsborough, 5! '1922-31, Ho was Secrstary  inio. Opposision. . He enjoyed o largs practics
o the Boarg of Truda in the Labour ¢ of 1024, Port v Bf" before .L.“,".%' the a...:“'
and First Lord of the Admirally in 1999, Waa Secretary  Commana, L
to the Parliomentary Committee of the Co-operative . . .
‘c;”rm:olo-zsmw.umwum R M FOX i o weil-h o
* * during the —'um m".‘ sorved thres

be

J, W, BOWEN { General Secrstory of he Union

of Post Office Workeea; M.P. for Crewe 1989-31;  College,

Mllnpu‘ik(ln)/v »-Nn'!." lnn--.;: Seiance. ‘*Ju

o oD e ot on the National  Behees,” Auih
Dt and Tosakon Wby oo Ao, Men” Hos ’.""""""“"“‘"
Booiy: ¥ o, Siaf] e, N (el i i
Whitley Prioe o the. passing 5 the Trade
UMA?IM.“W#“’,’. .0, Generol
i

" ARTHUR
uditor, I.I‘.T.U. ? nd Prosident, West jrom 1918-31, ond Ohairman -c'n-—-
of Workers O o Tesk1. W

P S T
. Municipal Wovkers. He is the workers' reprasentativs
REV. %u_;snjr DAVID BELDEN, BD., o ik ‘Body of the Tniernatiomal Labowr
nivers d S

sity :  Superi

WALTER M. CITRINE & General Secretary
of the Trades Unfon Congress and President of the
Y ternational Federation of Trade Unions.

« s *
smsnmnncnmvs.x.c.uv..muu.r
for East Bri at 0 by-dlection in Jonwery, 1931
He had Dbeen appoinied iAo
Labowr Government on the retivoment of Sir Jomes
‘Melwille, who died a few moniha later. On the
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International Trade Union Notes : . g s
4 Lab bl q . Co-operative Activities
on Co-o ti
and Labour Abroa @uacts o Co-operation Teading Results
- . m&"&‘: national newspapers are always ready to The
(Specially contributed to the LABOUR MAGAZINE by the Internd¥onal Fedevctiox of Trade Umiens. | WS ). o M and ially the * ended trade of the C.W.S. for the thirteen weeks
5 vmbat in G < ] . S), if they think they can do one or the other an October 8 was well maintained. There was a
\o enterprises are a large contributing cause to the iy, It may be that these atracks tre waged o “Naease of £18,003 on a trads of £19,310,108 compared
A glance back at the unemployment percentages T steady grogth of the budget deficit in ltaly. o ,“::w with advertisers who, of course, have no 1w"h |'h'd"’"“"°“d"‘5 quarter of 1931. This fall was
the Corman Trade Unions in the last four years shows But -Fracist Italy hs other means of .dealing with e for co-operation. In trying however to take the oo M el lower prices of commodities, although
the follewing figures: 1929, 13.3 per cent.; 1930, ployment ; it i3 more e down it how they leap into  most e:m""" there had been a slight increase. e
23 per cent. ; 1931, 34.7 per cent. ; while in 1932 this and more in the hands of the State. State permin They de not unders Tost encouraging featuire of the repoit for, the quiarter
percentage ranged from 45.2 per cent. in March to must be obtained both for the erection of new ind ¥ not tand the construction of the gocieti corresponding increase in the supplies to retail
P34 per cent. in September. plant and for the issue of preference shares. The i g s Ln..“"" and again castigate the C.W.S., Prod\::io "“m_rh CWS. works—that is, C.W.S,
in June, 1932, usually the most favourable month Government ia therefore tightening up s control, of Mahens of mdnmm’." - they should refer. . value of the norease waa £206,754 (3 per cent)
for seasonal work, the unemployment among seasonal industry in proportion o 1ts in participation Arstinguish between kel male no effect to Mrﬂﬂ’e:: !? the quarter's trade being " £5,720,843.
o e hed the extraordinarily high point of 75 per industrial financing. . distinguish between one organisstion and another of the  and mai O the movement should welcome lower prices
t. The fact that the tage has remained on Regarded abstructly, this js a policx which s mxl)- ! the ! of by intain the level of trade values, or increase it,
W, e B el throughowt 1932 is gloomy in keeping with the comomie policy of Labour, which p gl erevd = B o mave:, A% the e time thetraideci of
e oy 1o, the thances of permanence of the present  100k? 10 Increilg State control s « stage on the way Daily Rapoess, which e receidly wis that of e depremion and'm,:p','o'“"“”(" that during industrial
I t figures. wards uai present e = ) ., ) an yment a great numbe
imemployinen X system by some form of Socialism. But this can harily m : scrap ” wages agreements and seek & m""’d":'."“". to hunt both ca-operltivl;ur:ndr :,r,\,‘:::
- . - . b the aim of a Mussolini ; more probably, the greste pene i~y rates when it had done nothing of the s’ precincts for the lowest price goods
. ) stringency of Government control wall only serve w A a1 d;-“ should have been made to a TG S
Trade Union Policy promote the interests of Fascism by the granting of por- ol bog. ] h,"'h:l societies. -The Daily Expies wow
The Trade Unions, thus brought up against & these permits to loyal Fascists and their refusal to others But m :- mv:ym Mﬂleplm. N Income Tax
reduction of their working effectives by P e rper  Mhosewings these loyalists can thue dlip,, .~ the reupapers bagan 1 distingwiah de. and R is BN The Chamell N
cent. (and this figure does not include short fime) have Nl = - would them to study the movement a little ‘ Inquiry into of the hequer’s C of
adopted the following generat lines of policy i— _ ’ . as . qu-"gu‘ Ooepereens in Beitah Co uenstive ‘%.; o e e S“I::: and Income Tax,
e . i fuinilies, there must be millione~whe ¥ipport capitali ¥ 3 gatic we await its report.
LTI b e VT _ - | e P DAL Miir wil do. ' Dusing e Gorent Eioicr Prme
¢ have issued a well-known programme * Meaawhile, details have recently come to light @0 o Caggtalism - usually insults De . fsked woman voter what eneral Election he was
For tting of anétmpl amme gt emoluments "~-of the State-appomted president s usGilly kisses the hand that smites it | T e vty o Barurec be woult Take.on
o o B the ofte hand for the Jo-hour ~ °f the lalien Seamen’s Federation. gy~ e e . . ! membaFBFthe National Govenument oS enig '
week, and on_the other, for the-creation of wark ;- ﬂlu‘l"’m‘ has |°ﬂg‘?'ﬂ’ ﬂ"ﬂ::du '“PP"";"E:K_E of co-operative wcn::; v‘v)?’:jd!hl:ﬁ
.« (3) They initiatedf} by a d&ision om- ¢ ian scamen, byt.in 193 _ !; it is. Sssumed that the Commi R
.m0, a recruiting cam aigri, which is y I:Hb the dent of the Federation walary = . uvl&-b'd some form of taxation, m"mrnmim:ee_ will
beginning to bear fruit ; e 1 ol of 532000 Lire (rearly rdipimin the wer weges of el oéivame o™y b i he princple o Thcome Tax mhT
x i ) 5,600 at par). . ! anvts against ‘.
=0 g e o, e R Coe X e T Ce
d this, i f the additional strain entailed there was & lnw saemmbere & Y
:; the m;"m'ﬁ:,g ‘;mp:im_l .,‘ - Oranges Up, Coffee Down ! S gurchass sll theiequiremants h::"m:“ socleths o Income Tax Report
y g Palaatine'is at the s Bisle of prospacity and The econonfiE fwgress of the movement would be much T s Wi (he report of inquiry. i
e e e e world deacrt of dopression and i o g e conmme lked wil s R Tux s it ufecis the co-operative maovamens & oo
. i and moté Oranges “r m,-m!,!l"m‘ilmnfm-mu committee has been formed in connection '.’:K‘“"
Unemployment in Italy : of large amounts s wage. 13 fund éverything t to be MoVement to protect its interests. At the ﬁmw,:\.,é,l'."
While in Germany we see & Trade Union Movement . » oy i o
fighting its way t.hnmghbnnt— igh waves of adversity, ewish imm ) -J!
in Italy, so hrd:snumz ;lm nionism is concerned, o mq
len( . =
Shere rege o e Sraly st growiny coflee;, bt # i - ly O e
known, but throughout the sutumn months of 1932  not i i 00p 000 wacks Co-operator’s Distinction ' hant s Fund = i e : .
about 1 registered as in search of work ; hnnmhmuw-m—. No new Ous il e Ein raised mnummn‘b.v:' e
tbexulnmberofmmplvyadmut.ofm,behr mﬂ-uh\lhlmmb-ph-dlpvﬁa'y-m There Yeur' mmbmmmmﬁmrhmn w! may be entailed in the agitation y
higher The amount paid out by ilupoddolw.-ﬁdnl_,uhl_iy_m ]’-'-hoh—l‘ This wes Mr. George Thorpe,
Msummdhlod.mnnam of the t;wnud:&u.-dm_ﬁ;:qdnbnﬁ-ﬁ_ the” Beivish l-wb" Commander d-daod.n, e e .
unmplayedh'rhmgxudyunwd\lmberm ts name not figure in Grey Book " on 'W—m
Teceipy of such aid has practically doubled since 1930, U Joomdy piblihad by B Dvebg, Yoo b B e o Fooneet Pensioners
Still, this is in if S ingly small IL.O., so-we have little ;‘i-rmn_-w =‘~I co-operative and political activities The pension scheme :
(only about 250,000,000 Lire -er. approximately m-ﬂwdum—mm M~NW"’M‘ Mmmmm with the CW.S.,
L2,750,000 at par), because the benefits granted sre wmh'm-ddwm-mdd. 8 % o _“_o-uh- of the C.W.S. from  ceue of the departure froms sctie s : bas been the
extremely low, ranging from 1.25 10 37§ Lare per day. production. !h.h::‘hh-nw for the Inst five years. long workers m&.mm"fmyu&.
i3 It is quite possible, of course, that the orange-growers ahonys & s Libersl ".,hlmully.h-h-h- appears a list of servants who hay Periodically " thero
. . . willmmmnh-hhhdhm_ - g is now past his eightieth  lmtest of these is Mr, A. Var ve to-go. Am‘a'm
:bmwﬂlbcmomy”l ,ﬁ,kk. wdl:hk wh-d-md.-h .il’dnmorufdlec. 8.,
Loss on Subsidies Unless the World Economic Conference shows us Dewsbury g Ty, et pigrilind this been tn employes of retail socieies for (s feire
:l‘l_:’_(}_mn,-gcprgfmtthr-mngq‘_m Mnmylflmkz“vl"mbu'pﬂ by of the * hr-yy-nu:krw ::;.‘h"h A'-“M-‘uumh:hwm:
lists ; in fact, its means of the right of economie planning “Therpe's guidance h‘lﬁ‘-?'* broad -.’m
B
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International Labour Office Notes

Shontening of Hours
‘Technical ducti

‘The Preparatory C on
of Hours of Work concluded’its meeting on January 23.
After a full ‘general discussion, concluded bylm
by the Director of the International Labour
ing up the ¢lis i Resolutiop was adopted

on the “of the Governments of France
Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain, Chili, Germany
Italy as follows :—

“Fhe Conference, after reviewing the various
arguments advanced for and agtinst & redusticn of
working hours,- i that it is one of the
measures which would contribute to reducing

t.

'“dﬂiled 'nh‘"d‘n e n-d
its. y questions
*h?mll.ofmmndmiﬂnofdhwdm

eeuth:hnhofiunmlimt'wn,ino'rdﬁ

to reach

an of an

the methods of giving effect to which
would be determined in order with a view to
renderin, ible the maintenance of the standard
of life of the wage-earners.”

e o e
The Voting el ™
The above Resolution was carried

vour, ~British and rragutse

that “Wages st montisy-salires will.

. ’ummmum.ﬁﬁ
md:eadnpmmd H timo{-ﬁ-&mv;‘nm;"qm
1 -h% m oc-m\:z:t:mmu

voting, r “Helegate explaining could

4 view on the basis on which a Conventi
be because at the, ¢ time at all
events his Goy ‘w&m‘u e of

i the project of & at

by 41 votes to i
;! ; with 7 abstentions. The Italian employer voted in __

the .
bad not withdrawn must not be interpreted
judging its attitude should consideration of
continue. L

The ;wﬂdm d‘
which will come

huam' Oifice and

International Conference. It-will be for the
Gnvunhgﬂodymdedﬁewhcthvmm-dmrmu
also to the World ic Confe t "
the for and against the

of hours ts in-favour come from

of and 8 decrease and perhaps dis
appearance by ok

e df :m-ﬁ-‘fm—umw
<arged-the importance of i

H"Mt" Y reaplution o thet put forward ""-“',.,.’-'-::
the séven Governments, but sinice. 'w' o ",3 p of it * necessary
had-piven the Conferénce ari_assurarce that iy
:.md ‘iwh ::uld tion or ‘mmm' 2 g . . .
two texts support
Resolution, ini ﬁu;d.ddl:ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ': General Attitude of the Governments
e o m.jmhw.nm. Brah The Coven dnguies 8 et -
Employers’ delegate, intervened in debate to say inlon
nmunm.dw&unmm.mhnvwi- fogdio o A -
to that which Mr. H-yd:y-mddﬁ(h.

- —

e LABOUR MAGAZINE

Hours of Work in Coal Mines

‘The Dimsetor of the Intersationsl Labour Office
has invited the G of Belgium, C; (%

4

annoynced that the German Government has introduced
in the Reighsrat a Bill to matify the Convention. In
addition the Venezuelan Government has formally

, Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands and
to attend & mesting in Ocnove (on February 2o,

tifying the Convention
Inder Article 18

g d its

\

. Industrial Relations in Great Britain

A ng:n on the above subject by Professor
!. ‘H. R "E‘hl‘rdum, h;:x%gu Burton  Professor of

at which their represematives the position of
the countries and st which stress was laid
on the of the States ratifying simultaneousty

Laat. menth 37 was recorded that the
Governmefit=tmd -ratified . 1t ¥ now

at of Leeds, has just

reviews the and policy of
the Trade Union Movement and emeloyen' organisa-
describes the joint y vol |

blished for ‘and 1

and the
State systems of conciliation and arbitration and
minimum  wage , In addition it surveys
methods such councils and labour management
methods which have been increasingly adopted during
recant yeMs.
e e e
Unemployment Insurance
The Intérhational Labour Office has also published
various ds ta in connection with the 1933 session
of the International Labour Conference. 'These include
the Grey Report on Unemployment insurance and
various fofma of relief for the upemployed. The report
constitutes & full statement of the law and practice
~throughout the world at the present time.

#~ Industrial “Developments

Wage Movemenis in December -
The in . of 3 reported by the
Iﬁ;‘mﬂr-’h- e eperation” in
December resultad in a decresse estimated st about
L1600 ip the weekly full-time wages of sbout 31.000

, and in an incemmse of about [75 m those of
1,800 r

Thmnhrw-hﬂ' # baving come int

E h": 'ﬁmwd
1,943,008

warkpe ple, W met incresses of
shout L2590 in these of 33000 .

ity peg cent. 1 193t.  Tho number of unemployed on
the registers s December 19 was 2,7¢%,795, a8 compared
with 3,573.553 o0 December 21, 1931. The_numbers
of the-wholly unemployed at the end of 1932 showed an
mcrease of 169,092 over those for a year earhier  For
the temporarily stopped the figure was 53,151,

The total number of claimants who had been registered
as unemployed for a vear or more was 462,000 (or 191
per cent. of the fotsl) in December  In January 1932,
the number was 117,500 (or 138 per cent of the total
number of clarmants)

e e

Centenary of Tolpuddle Martyrs

‘Arm oyt of a resolution adopted at the 1932

m, the General Council, at their January meeting,
- o make t for oelebrating the

of disputes in 1932 was shout
ok warking dern.
- - .
in 1992

y next year of Dorchester labourers

1



Book ofF THE MonTH

Rationalising the

Problemi of India

B+

SIR JOHN MAYNARD ¢

current problems can be absoiutely up to
dute, and Major Granam Pole’s " India
in Transition,” perhaps inevitablf omits
from the history of the last &xeen years the third

IN these days of rapid change no ook on

failedwland, whers :t had su.c.coded. the price of
of sucomes biad been, at some stages and in some
districts, a corsidersbie inrcad upon  the
dyfrchizal principle,” he came remarkably cloer
to the truth. New constitution-builders (unless

arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and the p
of the Lothian and other reports arising out of
the Second Round Table Conference, not o
mention the communal award of “the British
Government and the unexpected, result of the
Burmese election, which appeared either while
the work was in Press or actually after its
publication. But the busy man, conscious of his
responsibilities to~ India, will find in i a
valuable record of historical facts, supplemented
by information on many social and eeonomie
questions, in particular those arising out of the
inchoate industrialisation of the country, the
whole inspired by a genéfous .sympathy With
Indian aspirations.

We have very few_ criticisms to makeof s

feciligued

they ad: the nce of the army and
external affairs 0 the control of responsible
Indien ministecs) find it difficult to get away
from the dysrchical devie® though they mav
find 2 new pame for it

At the top of page z6% There is 2 statemeat of
the causes of dissatisfaction ameong Indian
Princes, which seema likely o mislead Fow
of the States hsve any seaboard, and the im-
position of ses customs duties has ol wayosffected
their interests without &dnsultation with the:
The only change in this respect Which octurred
in 1919 was that the reln[g of-that _

a five duties, and

hitherto  hoen #RSNerely
grievance into an actual ame We

converted  w!
theoretic:

record. If the plan of the work had perraited _think thae the complant on g of decay”
wighac i Bengal wored. provi

of a reference to the events of 1976, the

not have omiited to speak of the Lafilfiow
Pact by which the Hindu and Mmd-n
leaders -tied themselvgg“to the i of
separate clectorates, and so de@fiined , the

communal features of the Montagu-Chelmsford
u%xem. The dyarchical ian, which
is ift_op was never ded to be
more than a transitional expedient.  Without

this itional device, and thgydemofistration
of Indian ability for which it

vided the stage, ~difficulty . of |

ritish public opinion up té the acceptance ol
responsible government, either in the provinces
or at the centre, would have been greater than
it has been. .

Some Indian Ministers, at least, recognised
their debt to Edwin Montagu, and did not
despise the halfway progress which he won for
them against the gale of prejudice Officrals
received their first lesson in the arts of secuning
support from popular representatives.  Some
remarkable concessions were won for Indna m
the course of this education, and
remarkable progress was in at least one
quarter in the departments t
When Lord Birkenhead

- attributable, mot to neglect Gl

Jdwhich is « well-watered province) is
jagation, but to
of river consepwaney rajgage. The
statement on 282, thiv-fudia_has 3 vicious
system of d tenure, is tgo The
systems are various, and have varying merits and
defects Majoz Graham Pole is tod hard on the
fagtory nspectors when he says that thislr
ifispections arc oftem a farce] byt he i quite
nght in saying thaf there are tog few of them
The fundamental facts in the Indian situation
are the Indian aspisation for equality with other _
and the.4 "'yo(mduuuvnﬂ'
ull thig_sspiration - satisfied The future
historian, ¥ing from a greater distance
Major Graham Fole's period and the years
which are yet to follow, will, we think, see the
various episodes falling into their places fs parts
of one integral movement, of an Indian revolution,
prolonged, perhaps. over a generation, and
characterised (for we venture to hope it will end
as it and still continues) by the smallness
of the hed and of the bitterness which
has accompanied . For this comparative
bicodlessness and absence

“ néither altogether su ;
" India in Tramsition. By D. Pole. Hogarth
Press. Ba.

n the Indian character, which is
in Mahatma Gandhi at his best, but

THE LABOUR MAGAZINE

i in the long run capable of accepting it. He
will, if we may venture to forecast so much,
tsace, in the vicissitudes of this revolution, the
ive approximations of British and Indian
iment, followed in each case by their
subsequent divergences; the period of the
announcement of 1917, and uFe the Montagu
inquiries, followed by the t of non-
co-operation when the Rowlatt Act and the
pression of the against it, pleted
the disillusionment of post-war hopes; the
period of provisional co-operation under the
transitional constitution, ended by the discovery
that the Fomiled Commission of Inquiry was
to be of purely European personnel; the
revival of co-operation under the Irwin-Gandhi

475

revival of common action and confidence which
we hope is now to come. He will see, we think,
why Indian political opinion was so ready to
mistrust the good faith of British Statesmen,
and so determined to keep the weapons of
agitation always furbished for a renewal of the
struggle ; for the periodical recurrence of mis-
giving and reaction on the British side shows
that now, as ever, perpetual vigilance is the
price of liberty. And he will analyse, as a
novelty in revolutionary technique, that remark-
able instrument of Satyagraha, of non-violent
disobedience, which has been so effective in
mobilising public sympathy for the embarrass-
ment of authority. But we think that he will
also have occasion to note that the instrument,
or the p d which its use has created, has

~pact, and the strange and still hardly intelligibl
incidents which fozlged Mahatma Gandhi a
third time in prison, and re-started civil
disobedience and the boycott ; and the renewed

*

proved equally embarrassing for the Swara
Government as for the alien rule which
preceded it.

— Book Reviews

The Dark Places of FEducation. Dr. Willi
o ‘.-Schohun. 1932. (12s. 6d. en and
Unwin.) s
Dr. Schohaus has published an extraordinagily
vivid series of replies to the question ** From

Slump : a Study of -Stricken Europe. By
H, Hessell Tiltman. (Jarrolds, 1932.)
Economic problems to-day are best understood

by study of individual need in poor homes : for

lack of food in such homes is no longer due to

what did”yeu sufige most at school ! The
question was published in-a Swiss educational
taper and Z.i‘Of the resulting replies selected
y the author as being typical reports were
published, preceded by an essay by Dr. Schohaus.
“While the Doctor's views are of great interest
the Miain part and, in a sense, the raison d’etre
of the book consists in these personal accounts
by men and women whé, from the adult world,
look. ‘bock. on their own familiar schooldays.
The bat of it inds—to say nothing
of bodlm——!‘e sheer waste of valuable human
material make some of the accounts of their
expefiences appalling. While it is probable
that .l‘n a sense trmlgc the ""h:’i.ﬁu " have written
in, the causes of their ui piness are so man;
and varied md# intellactual calibre is in ug
many cases obViously high and the absence of
“ whining " so marked that little doubt remail
in at lesst oné"Tekider’s mind that in the majority
of cases there is hing fund: lly wrong

the i of food li Indeed, so
much food is actually in existence that some of
it is burnt while poor people go hungry. Mr.
Tiltman has done a very useful piece of work
in describing the conditions under which millions
live in Germany, Austria and other European
countries. Here and there, as in the boot and
shoe town of Zlin, in Czechoslovakia, he found
work still going on and people living on wages.
But'most of Central Europe has now suffered
from an unoccupied and half starved population
for two or three years. Mr. Tiltman gives us
conversations he has had with the sufferers, and
details about the way they contrive to live. In
Germany and Austria some of the ** bourgeoisie ”
are almost as poor as the unemployed manual
workers.

Here is the real problem for the World
Economic Conference—not the state of the

with the school to which they were sent.

Dr. Schohaus’ book is not based
on experience in this country it is not a book
that can t:“md without profit by English

ges, nor the interest on loans, but the lack
of food among millions of men, women and
children while the world contains plenty. It
would be good to have fewer statistics about the
Depression and more personal records, like
Mr. Tiltman’s.
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Young Socialists ar Leeds

By
W. ARTHUR PEACOCK &

‘NRITI( S of the Labour [arty may
@dicule the League of Youth,and suggest

(J its members are but puppets of the
Party, Labour Party. members over

25 vears of age may have doubts in their mjpd
concerning the usefulness of the League | former
League_members who have had to lesve owing
to age limit may exclaim that the Leaguc 13 nct
what it was in their young days, but [eagoe of
Youth members take ne heed. Quietly and
y their activities are carried on throughout

the country. New branches are formed fheetings

'nd demonstrations are held, dramatic groups,
ed

ucational classes, lectures, debates, discussions,
rambling clubs, cycling.clubs, sports clubs, i
these activities and many others are sponsored
and as a result many young people are introduced
to the Labour Movement

it 1 sak} by some Labour Party members that
whle this 18 true, young Socialisty are concesmn
themselvgs with play more-than with polifice
[7am sure that those who think this way would
have changed thew minds hal they been able ™

of

leeds discussions. They
Sfully made up Tpon e<anety-ai.topron g

snd ey
~the three sessions they expressed their opinans.

in very clear and able manmer —
which five nse to interesting and
semone hsd  Teference o the
sppointment of three former | membess,
now over ng—m_d# ﬂm‘%w of the
Editgrial Committee ‘& New Nation
proposals to raise the age limi¥ Fraer2s fears to
rM representation of League members at
afty conferences and on the National Executive |
the introduction of s uniform, snd opportunity
to discuss_party policy at League erences.
The discussion on The New Natiom came
early on in the proceedings in connection with
the report of the Advisory Committee.  Andrew
McAlpine of Manchester, who moved the
resolution, expressed the view that a League of
Youth perwdical ought to be conducted and
controlled By League members omly. While
sdmigting that the persons criticised had cach
been good League members, he t only
League members should be sssogited with the

lively

Manchéster held similar views gonterning the
appointment of a full time orgmmiser. While

the dggmge. = - =
Ove? Tundred ‘delegates pariicipated .n, the-

moving & resolution askiig the Executive to make
such an agpointment, Wil Nally hinted that
owing to a clerical error the age condition had
heen omitted frown the resolution.

On bogh these matters there were cxpianaions
from the plitform. It was pointed out thar
League members were asked to write as often as
they liked for the paper. The production of
The New:: Nation had been placed in the hands
of voung journalists who had doge 2 great deal
of work for the movement. THe need for a
full-ume sscretary wa: generally n:w%med,
but no amount of explanation {rom Mr, Windle
would convince the delegates that the Labous
Party had a fimancial crisis of its own. The
resolutions were passed

The proposal to introduce a uniform was
brought forward by Miss Manning of Southgate
Theu%mg\n in this district has a uniferm and it

g -was attired in_this that their delegate.camerto the

canfesgtice®

"a ‘Wearier blmr,“
and white blouse d

not please the delegal
Those _represénting rural areas pointec out-how

listen to the discussiins at the Le#¥s Conference= impg@sible it was for sach a dress to bé<worn

country villages “where victimiisation was

oz g
otiT] feared and where tied cottagesswtil existed
cam with their minds.. One Northern delegate had™ fvel

d asonl for

opposing The thowght the adoprion of a
~#wform=<would mean the Advisory Committee
having 2 spécial uniform with 'Id braid. The
idea of T. Windle being dressed as a
regimental sergeant-major evidently. fnghtened
the delegates for the resplution Wia last.

The vote on the proposal to raise the age
limit gave only a narrow majority ageinst the
resolution, and it was chear that among
members there 1» meeh@snffict of opinion.

Discussion,_of ~ ~puticy at conferences
gave rse to a mlpr{m At the present time
the annual conference of the 1s concerned
only with domestic affairs, with problegs of
educational, organmation and policital activity
League members want to discuss policy problems
that affect young workers. They feel too that
just as the women of the Party have their
representation on the National Execitive, so too
ought the League of Youth

As the result of the discussions at the
conference approaches are to be made to the
National Executive by the newly-elected Advisory
Committee

These * resolutions  indicate  that
members feel that the adulta of the Party are
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not sufficiently informed about its work. When
diséusbing the desifability of forming new
branches and ing new bers it was
hasised again that a little help from adult
cialists would make the work a t deal easier.
They could help by getting their own children
and persons they knew to join the League.
confidence and ease of manser with

which spoke would have made many
adult Socialists envious. Young women played
an active part in the proceedings On the
subject. of unifori, there were bright speeches
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idea of the important work that the League should
undertake during the coming year.

"The interest of the Labour Party in the work
of the League and in the conference was shown
by the letter from George Lansbury, M.P., and
By the presence of Arthur Greenwood who
brought _fi | greeti from both the
National Executive and the University Labour
Federation which was meeting at Sheffield at
the same time.

On the whole, the conference compared
favourably with those of previous years. London
was less predomi and Leeds and Manchester

from Miss Manning and Pip Barnett of Southg
O

\

P / 4
than on other occasions. London’s

Two young women, Doris 3 g
Dora Plumb (Streatham), secured election to th
Advisory Committee. Another good speech
came from Alice Bacon of Normanton, who
wanted the League of Youth-to develop its own
sports for unemployed workers.

Alman of the Advisory Committee. ably
dmdw official view upon several occasions.
Wi from Mid Bucks, gave conference a
view with which many were not too familiar—
the view of the worker in the rural area. Paul
Williams presided over the conference in
business-like.manner and gave delegates a clear

-

enthusiasm may be gained from the fact that
their delegates came by chars-a-banc, travelling
to Leeds over-night. In such circumstances,
who can blame the two delegates who were not
in their place at g-jo on Sunday morning to
move their branch resolution ?

Yes | the League of Youth is full of enthusiasm.
It is 48 Asthur Greenwood said at Leeds :
A live organisation, full of youthful vitality
and energy.” It is producing a body of young
men and-women of whom the Labour Movement

may well be proud.
- -
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exchanges of thy world, as it was deliversd

Under very firm insistence from Lord

Passfield, a genuine attempt had been made a

Downing Street ir 1929-1930 t0 formulate a

binding pledge for the future security of native

2 #hds in Kenya. In spite of expostulation from
Government House, Nairobi, in spite of threats
to “ walk out " from elected cettler members of
the legislative council, this binding promise was
forced on to the sadly sfiined Statte “Book of
Kenya, that the area of native reserves should
hencelnrward be, io all intents and purposes,
irreducible. Land might be taken for a road
here, for a water supply pipeline there, xnd so
on. But outside these genuinely minor require-
ments, if for any public purpose land had to be
resumed by Government, an equal area of
suitable land, contiguous if possible, would be
added to the reserve, with additional compensa-
tion for disturbance, improvements effected, and
s0 on. Moreover no action of this nature would
be launched without full conference first with
the natives affected and with native councils of
theirs also, if any such in the area:

@ Nairobi * -
Fa The -Chigf Native “Commissioner (!) is
speaking @ =

 Fhenecemity forthe BilfEaRses. froin the demands -
mining leases, parvicularly Th the neighbourhood of
#t is only right et miners should reap
i,tn‘dmw& these leases, Bat, under
Principal  Ordi T 10 fand.dn & natjve reserve

may be leased which i ufider Beneficial occupation

i by the niftive people:“Tt"# obvious therefore that in
area jof Kavirondo, no lease

o “the closely
er. - cam be % granted. Under another section, land may

- n for

the reserve, contiguous if possible

o our discredit if a single native is

m«vﬂnw:ﬂp‘d hm!ouu_ihh-m country
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get all we can give them in the way of adequate
compenzation.
« . o

“There i» one important proviso to the Bill, thatg
will not be necessary for the Central Board to bri:!‘
proposed exclusion to the notice of the Local !
Council yr of the natives concerned. The exclusion
will not be popular with the natives, and o consult
them would be a farce for it is unlikely that they would
agree whatever compensation was paid, and the same
thing applies to the Counciis. There is no advantage
o be gained by the procedure of going to_them and
asking them . . . . (The speech as here given
is based upon a Press report in “ The East Africa
Standard *' for December 22, 1932, the Kenya Hansard
being not yet available).

One more qgotation, from a circular prepared
by other Colonial Civil Servants—in Britain
this  time—and  generally released to the
British Press for appearance on January 19,
1933 :—

“ It cannot fairly be contended that there
has been any breach of faith either with the
natives immediately concerned or with the
native community as a whole.”

The bulk of this -departmental paper is

We will now g across tothe Coundil CHitiber==3 misleading.and"discreditablé piece of special

ﬁadjng ;7it has received “wiidespread criticism-
in this country. For_action taken in Nairohi,
the approval of Sir Philip Cunliffé=Lister, the
Secretary of State for the Tolonies, was forth-
coming. He “admitted. that, himself, in the
H'oune on ~December 20, 1932, in reply to
Sir Robért Hamilton, his_late Under-Secretary
of Sfate and formedly, for years, thie Chief
Justice of Kenya Colony- -

Surely, that is not the last word of any British
Government !

Cutting acrose all British political frontiers,
there has been ari immediate demand that this
amendment of the Native Lands Trust Ordinance
shall itself be repealed. The Mining;Ordinance
of 3625 specifically allowed that, by a. simple
prwu:dd:‘ﬂ-,_ the Government might secure a
mineralised area against indiscriminate invasion
for a period of twelve months ** during which
time the Government shall decide whether to
work the area or whether to dispose of the lghts
of working the area.” There was provision for

reward to discoverers.” If during that period
the Government decided to work the area, the
law provided that ** the term of that Government
Protection Area, shall be deemed to be indefinite
and the Government shall have the right of
wo';‘mthenmm}til further notice i @ A

: o .4 §
law disappeared from the Minin Ta y
g law of Ken;
under the Amendment, No. 1 of 1931. Piec'u);;
together fragments of published news, the facts
emerge that just three days after this Mining
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Amendment came into operation, the first official
notification was made in Kenya as to an
pplication for an exclusive prosp ing licence
er 5,900 square miles of native reserves (by
big  London group, names withheld—
« Times” report). This first notice regarding
thesé prospective operations was not signed by
the Governor, but by one of his subordinates,
writing as ** Governor’s Deputy.”

Errors of judgment established by process
of law may be undone by process of law. Notice
might be given that no prospecting rights so
far given will be renewed on expiry—thus
terminating them in the’ vast majority of cases,
in twelve months at the outside. Any
compensation payable, under claims passed by
a ial’ Compénsation Commission to be . .sent
out from this country, should be met, in strict
reason and over a term of years, from the working
of a modél State minefield. This_should be
under the direction of a State Department of
Mines in Kenya. ThHe present minefield is
served by a State system of railways. On the
great Lakes runs a State service of steamers.
A State sanitation department operates in the
region as-it is-likewise a State works depaftment
and a State survey de ent. This solution
i what the Africafff’ have,. from the first,
demanded. Sir Joseph- Byrfie, the-.Governor
is the servant of Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister, as
the latter is the segvant of Pdfliament.

- - It-is.mot yet too- lite to establish in Kenya

a PLANNED (STATE) GOLD-FIELD under
which calamitous upheaval of the native social
system might-be reduced to a minimum. The
rate of development of this new asset, instead of
being a feverish commercial scramble, would be
under studied Government control. The gold
would be worked by competent staff, specially
engaged for the purpose, operating in honourable
and sympathetic conference with the Native
Administration and the Africans concerned. As
part of the Government team, the Department
of Mines would act in full co-operation with
othér existing State Departments whose services
afe i any case essential to any horest discharge
of our national responsibilities in Kavirondo.

In places. the gold is very rich. It is lying in
tﬂg%:gl Anybogdy with a 20s. licence can pick
it up—except Africans. They are debarred by

“Sietion 12 of Ordinance No. 1 of 1931, on pain
of a fine of {100 or six months’ imprisonment.
Cases are reported of prospectors collecting hun-
dreds of pounds-worth of gold in a day. The
Kenya Government takes a 5 per cent. royalty,
and the miner skips with g5 per cent. of his loot.
The Kenya Goverhment calls this method
of working “ a public purpose.”
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Gold 1n Kenya

OUR * SCRAP GF PAPER” @

WM. McGREGOR ROSS, M.Inst.C.E.
( Late) Durector of Public 1Works, Kenya

N the middle of 1911 2 group” of white
. prospectors were allowed to search for
gold n the nauve reserve of Kavirondo
in Kenya Colony.  The North Kavirondo
resérve 1s a tract of country of extreme. fertility
in uts southern portions, gradually becoming
much mferior towdrds the north. [t has
throughout the tme that 1t has been known
to white men, supported a dense population
of Adncans, i parts of Buntu Stock, wn parts
of Nilotse At present they number soine
goo.000 souls—an extremely industrious agri-
cultural eommunity, maintainiig therhselves
by the cultivation of the soil, and_paying the
Colofiial Goverament heawy taxatiol m wages
carned b their wble-bodied men—_¥ho deave
homwe m thyusands for wage-paid labour for
Governmept Departments—white farmers and
Indian mierchafits. Therr cmantryess hemmed
in-between the" vast _expansg .ake Victona-
Bn one side—the jike _ffoser which the Nile
flows and The h;:ru in_Afriga—the reserve of
msather 4sibe, U % ; on the of
and claewhere by hf: li’u'mm' w0 el
:rd h;c::‘ wagihless eountry to the North
Fis of their reserve arq congested ;| one region
# populdied 0 a density gf 1,100 p-opleu to
square mile. Where_gold was discovered,

the
w— fiom 160 10
¢ 400 per square mile.
Mﬁ gribe provided tens of thousands

carrief™" Jor-posterage of military supplies

in the East African war zone and their death-
roll gan 4nto an unkacwn number of th d
Their lafd in held on a complex but logical
ium of family tenure, and -holdings have
scemded from father to som for uncounted genera-

Into this community the Kenya Government
has, since mid-1911, let loose lyﬂnod of white
goid-hunters It has sdreitly eqmrﬁd itself
with two laws to juggle with ey are
mutually destructive. Al ing-#0 one, the
Jand is reserved for the use benefit of the
nagive tribes * for ever,” and hstandin
asything in any other contained f
this law declares thiat no lease o licence shall
be granted In such a reserve of Sy land that
is being beneficially occupied by Africans and
elnewhare onlly after consultation with the Africans

concernedjand with their loce! native councils.

This iz the Native Lands Trust Ordinance
(No IX. of 1930.) lThe other allows
muners  (Africans being later debarred) to

prespect for arg to win gold almost anywhere
in a native resfrve if the consent of a senior
Government official, termed a Provincial Com-
;r;u?\mner, (1; gi]vlelr f'[‘hiz was the Mining

rdinance (No. I11. of 1925) later replaced b
another (No. 1. of 19319).5)1:: mid?:ggl thn);
consent was given, and African security vanished.

Provisions _in the former of these two
()rdl_nang;es (as laws in Kenya are called) which
were still embarrassing were got rid of. by
amendments, passed, With the approval “of
r-!gmcnnm of S or the Colonies,
on December” 21, 1932, just
fbf Com_monu rose “for- thre Christraas receds. ”
To_realise the full enommity of this exploit,
it i8 necessary to acquire some slight back-
ground of Kenyahitory:

The gkpeﬁﬁlent _of “white colonisation in
Bast Afriea was taited biy-our Foreign .Office,
which h:d been in charge of negotiations under
which pean  spheres of infl " were
arfanged on the African continent in the years
1885 to 1890, It therefore, almost as a matter
of routine, took over the management of our
sphere when in 1895 the Government bought
out the Imperial British East Africa-Company
andinstituted (;-ovemmem rule overali®Uganda
m (inland), and the East Africa
§ (coastal), - The latter, a quarter
of a century later, was to become our now
:ﬂo:ﬁou} Kenya Qblosiy. - lt—-was started- on
I'. C“} career, by the Foreign Offices on
ines ethically wrong—with an act of piracy,
w be precise ; and nearly all the troubles that
ave perplexed Cabinet after Cabinet from
that day to this have some connection, direct
olru renotw e, with that sinister stroke of fate.
A land was stolen. Whether it was vacant
'mropuhtad, whether passed over solely by
s game and the winds of heaven or tenanted
y dense tribes of Africans holding the land
through uncounted generations on terms of
“private mdlwqunl, or family, or tribal tenure,
dmmned nothing to the ial eyes of
ay and of many years following. All alike

fore the House ~
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became “ Crown Land “—merely because we
said so. After ten years, the Foreign Office
handed over control to the Colonial Office.

same evil principle persisted. For twenty

or more the Government fn what is now
Kenya annually balanced its budget in part by
selling more and rore land to all comers.
Anyone might have " an estate " on secure
Crown title, provided he or she was of white
stock. (Indians might have estates in certain
of the less attractive regions.) No African
might, in the eyes of the law, possess any patch
of land, large or small, to live on or be buried
in. British Justice !

The African tribes were treated as gypsies,
tenants-at-will, mere squatters—in law and in
practice. “Of 10,000 square miles or so of
“ ggtates,” held to-day for the most part on
99g year leases, and by a total of about 2,000
white landowners, some 6,000 squate miles
consist of land which for varying redsons - in
different parts of the _country was vacant,
ie., neither in African ownership, resident or
absentee, nor in African occupation. The
remainder, of some 4,000 square miles, represents
land from-whieh Africans weére evicted, or on
which they__were _forcibl: prevented from

fi ; holdings_i blished African
ownership—in order to make Foom for.whites.
There the matter—tood for nearly 30 years,
one Kenya Government after anothes stealing;
stealing; . Occasionally ~ some exceptional
indecendy ' demanded Cabinet intervention
from Westminster. One Secretary of State
flew a peremptory signal for honourable settle-
ment of African rights by formal and binding
treaties with the several distinct tribes. This
was Lord Crewe. The East African admirals,
with telescope to blind eye, took no notice but
went on buccaneering. One obscure Socialist,
Ramsay MacDonald, made himself obnoxious
in the House as far back as 1911. Josiah
Wedgwood continually gave the white exploiters
trouble. - Occasional officials, ex-officials,
missionaries and  travellers, cxpogtula(ed,
criticised. The tempo of the banditry slowed
down.

At last there dawned a period of attempted
tH¥EP rectification of our rule. With alternate
advances and setbacks this will have lasted for

ears by July of this year.i Every advance
Tas béen fought by * white ” vested interests in
Kenya, and every setback has been met by
resolute action in the moral ranks both of Kenya
and Britain. The period opened with a White
Paper, €md. 1922, of July, 1923, issued by the
Duke of Devonshire, then Conservative Searetary
of State for the Colonies. It directed that

or——_——
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where African and non-African interests clashed,
the former should prevail. It was entitic |
Indians in Kenya, an arresting title but one
apt enough to those who had followed the
working of the bastard type of Imperialism that
has ever, and to this day, found ardent disciple:
in Kenya. The first Labour Government,
cordially endorsing the charter for Africans n
the historic White Paper, consolidated the
position. It sent out 2 Parliamentary (i.e.,
all-Party) Commission. It even selected @
Conservative chairman for it, a gesture in the
domain of co-operation which has remained
without parallel in British political history to
this day. Good work was done.  Lvery
Socialist, of course, thinks that better work
might have been done, but that is by the way.
Reformers who could be satisfied with the speed
(sic) of Parliamentary method would reform
little or nothing. 1925 10 1929 Was largely @
period of reaction. For a considerable part of
it, Mr. Amery was Colonial Secretary, and his
selection for the post of Governor in Kenya was
Sir Edward Grigg, who had had no previous
experience at al of tropical administrationsin
Africa.  Then the second Labour Government
had a chance. It announced ts policy in a
second African charter, Cmd. 3573, of June,
1930 : Memorandum on Native Policy in East
Africa, and again aygoinled an all-Party body to
confer upon the right lines of British policy in
East Africa. This was the Joint Committee of
Lords and Commons which reported In
September, 1931--not indeed as every Socialist
would wish, though unanimously and in such a
way as to establish a consolidation of the position.
At any rate, the second African charter emerged
from a prolonged period  of examination
unchallenged. Three charters instead of two !
Then suddenly in Christmas week last, all
three were torn up. Practically ten years' work
vanished overnight. This marked no general
collapse in any political party. It was a localised
and atavistic recession to the colonial mentality of
the Jamaica of 200 years ago. Profits for whites
at any price, and damn the consequences |
Suddenly and utterly, Africans ceased to count.
So here we have a smash-and-grab _raid of
unmatched insolence. It presents 2 field for
satire unexampled among the actions of British
Departments of State in a decade past. The
temptation to ** write it up » is almost irresistible.
Instead, it shall be recited in cold official
language by extracts from the speech in which
the Native Lands Trust Ordinance (Amendment)
was brought up for second reading in the Kenya
islative Council on Wednesday, December 21,

1932. British stocks tumbled on the moral

Rl
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Christian League,” whose membership is growing
with some rapidity.

The two former movements, namely, the
Christian Social Council and the Council of
Christian Ministers cn Social Guestions, may be
regarded as the right wing, and the latter move-
ments as the left wing of the new social gospel
in the modern churches, outside Roman
Catholicism. Both the righting elements®njoy
a rather lukewarm official favour, though there
are many in the churches for whom even this
is too advanced ; the left wing is finding increasing
resource in the humbler rank and fle of the
churches and especially in youth.

Here then, is the proclamation of the right
wing social outlook of the churches. Tt is bricf
enough to quote in full :—

* THE PRESENT ECONOMIC DISTRESS.

* It is a vital function of the Christian Church
to keep alive in the world the spirit of hope.
It is equally its duty to declare that there is
always a way, if men rightly seek it,-by which
society can offei”security of life nd responsible
freedom to all its members. To-day, uWnder the
pressure of eyents, hope is dim, and faith that
a way can be folind is fn danger of perishing.
We who speak as. Christian Mipiaters of many
different communions are cofiffrained alike by
“men’s pliysical hardships, @nd by the fears and
anxieties ing their” minds, to ask the
serious consideration of dtir fellow: citizens for
what we conceive to be some of the realities in
the.crisis of the moffient.

*“ In the first place, we welcome the summoning

" of the World Economic Conference at Geneva,

as a recognition ofthe truth that no nation can

SN s
1

the problems with whichpil has to gd‘e‘al l;sr;gui:rel;

" Ecor i , and theories
»yhu:h justify them, must be assessed in the
llg'ht of the human purposes for which industry
exists. Chrininns cannot accept in silence
uumpgomnbom&hmpmpm which, whether
unconscious or otherwise, appear to make men
mere instruments in industrial processes and so
sacrifice human interests to traditional economic
theories and systems.

“In the second place, we cannot ignore the
grave and distressing fact that economic experts
are increasingly baffled by the emergence of
unforseen factors, and are profoundly . disagreed
amonyst themselves. It is not for Christians, as
such, to suggest a new economic arrangement,
but they may properly insist that there is a moral
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chligation on all Christian people, in view of che
grave failure of present economic practice, to
re-examine their standard of valnes and thier
attitude towards material wealth, and on
cconomists and financiers to re-examine acceptes
theories in the light of present realities.

“ Thirdly, we are profoundly impressed by
the visible abundance of the world’s actual
wealth of supplies—the gifts with which God in
His bounty has so richly endowed us. We
refuse to believe that, whers materlal resources
and technical skill exist in such plenty, it is past
man’s wit or zeal so to adjust the distribution
of that wealth @ to satisfy true human needs.
The situation is a challenge for the recon-
sideration of existing theories and practice in
economics and finance, and of the artificial
‘barriers which prevent the exchange of goods
between the nations.

““ We are also convinced that no mere attempt
to restore the conditions of the past can be
successful, nor if it were to succeed would it be
satisfactory. Our._social life has to be rebuilt
and, for that rebuilding, account must be taken
of thedifference to the wholé*gystem of employ-
ment which ,mechanical . improvements and,
scientific discoveries havegnade. It fias not yet

_been thought out what these things mean in

relation to the life ofshuman workers. Nor has
the new significance which attaches to the
increase in the hours set free for leisure by
labour-saving inventjons yet been faced. Here
also is a challenge to our statesmen, our thinkers,
and-our political and economic leaders.

* Finally, we insist on the spiritual character
of all human life. “True religion can only accept
as valid an economic outlook which is congruous
with the primacy of spiritual ends. We are
taught to pray “ give us our daily bread ** after
we have-prayed * Thy Kingdom come, Thy will
be done.iftecarth. . . .” And that Kingdom
is not a Kingdom of Love and Justice only, but
equally a Kingdom of Reason and Truth.

“ Signed by the Council of Christian Ministers
on Social Questions.” (Here follow signatuses
of 54 leading ministers of all the churches.)

Such a declaration is, of course, highly
welcome. There is a fine steely vein of no-
compromise in its assertion that our economic
system must be rebuilt and in its insistence that
human values must be allowed to take precedence
of material and financial values. Unhappily,
whilst telling the world nothing that is new or
even fresh, this document fails at the same time
to give any clear direction for a common policy.
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Indeed, as usual with this right wing, it shies
badly at the duty of doing so.

“ 1t is not for Christians,” says the circular,

as such to suggest a new econofmic arrange-
ment.” Why not? If, as we are told here,
“ economic experts are increasingly baffled by
the emergence of unseen factors,” may it not be
that it-is just the absence of bold guidance based
on Christian estimates of human nature and

Christian principles of right human behaviour -

that occasions, and will always occasion, such
bafflement? Can the duty of establishing an
economi¢ order satisfactory to the Christian
consciencé be Jeft to await the concurrence of
secular economic experts ? So far as I know
the economic experts, some of them-at least are
professedly Christian men, whilst yet others are
committed to policies more bravely  Christian
than this document is apparently ready to
endorse. Cannot such economic expertness be
mobilized and placed at the service of the
Churches for the formation of a plan behind
which the total strength of the Christian public

of the country can be arrayed ? This, of course,
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may be the next step contemplated by the
signatories of this paper. It is devoutly so to
be hoped. Even if such a plan stopped short,
as it might do, of a full Socialist policy, it would
be bound to contain elements, such possibly as
the national control of money-power and a
managed currency, that the left wing could
support with a good heart. But short of some
such really courageous ‘' coming to earth ' the
work of this Council is in danger of proving
merely sentimental and even something of a
mockery of the people’s hopes and, what 13 more,
of their urgent and appalling necds.

It is no longer good enough foy churchmen to
lift’ pious hands of appeal to mel, crying
“ Children, love one another.” Such #n appeal
is apt to be met a little rudely by the voice of
the ** man in the street " saying @ Quite right,
guv'nor, that’s what T believe in, but how do yer
do it in this ’ere system of private profit and
competition ? " That is the question upon
which we shall await with some eagerness anbther
manifesto from this Council—the all-important
question of How 2"

—

“NO MORE WAR”

(AT (AT
RO S X

HIS is the title of a booklet which contains a collection

of Rhotographs revealing the naked horrors of war. It is
published by the International Federation of Trade Unions to
further the campaign for the organisation of World Peace.

The photographs are gruesome, but authentic—and show
non-combatants what war really means.

Price 1s. Post free 1s. 13d.

Copies are obtainable from the
PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT, TRADES UNION CONGRESS,
TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE, LONDON, S.w.1
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existing system. They argue that ther:h:s!zu::: ‘b}::izidhgvin% been formed in 192T. Many of The Churches and SOCial Questlo[]\
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be some final control of expenditure, are on the re-app d Council
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detail the Treasury has relaxéd its control of business interests. - The Committee ‘REV. ALBERT D. BELDEN, B.D.
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Post Office Refofm

: THE BRIDGEMAN RECOMMENDATIONS

By
. W. BOWEN

HE Post Office has Been very

unfortunate in the kind of publicity

it gets. For years it has been

subjected to hostile _criticism by
newspapers which dislike any form of State
enterprise. Every defect has been magnified,
every complaint of a delayed letter or wrong
number has been given prominence, little or
nothing was said of the fine work of the stafl
as a whole and the steady progress made by the
Post Office in one field after another of telcphone
engineering. The Post Office rarely answered
criticisms. The staff are forbidden to write
letters to the Press, The Union did what
it could, but the newspapers-which urged their

readers to send in complaints wonld refuse:to..

Print letters from the Union putting_the point
of view of the staff and defending the Post Office
against unfdir criticism. Th defsult of a proper
statement of the case for¥ie Post Office~ the
public came to believe fhat the sweeping con-
demnation must be largely-true, and when Lord

wili probably not have realised that the Report
was a vindication. On the contrary, as the
criticisms were singled out for special attention
__the press appears to take the view that
commendation has no news value—the public
concluded®hat the Post Office was being rapped
on the knuckles as usual.

Then a change took place. The Post Office
and the present Postmaster-General, Sir Kingsley
Wood, have begun to pay a great deal more
attention to getting the Post Office a good press.
That this has been possible is doubt%ess due in
pari to the extensive telephone  advertising
campaign of last year, but in addition the Post
Office has been able to obtain more publicity for
jits achievements. But still the Post Office has
to suffer for the bad ‘Hime it was given in the
past. The Post Offiee service has not undergone
a magical transforrition in a year, it is just the
same Post Office as before. Its achievements
in 1932 were'no more striking than those of the
precediiil ten yearss#* The Press and the public,

paig d in the
setting up of the Bridgemar Committee there

_was a fairly general feeling that it was time some-

thing was done to put the Post Office in order.

The Bridgeman Committee, which consisted of
Viscount Bridgeman, a Conservative politician,
and Lord Plender and Sir John Cadman, two

h . are-for_the first time hearing what the
Post Office has to say for itself, and they conclude,
not unnaturally, that the Post Office- must be a
far better Post Office than it used to be and they
attribute the change to the Bridgeman Comnmittee,
or to the present Postmaster-General. This is
r&ot the position at all. The Bridgeman

men with an intimate k ge of cial
methods and organisation, reported, in August,

1932. The Report made certain criticisms and

suggestions but on the whole it was a well-merited
justification of the Post Office against its critics.
Tt paid tribute to the  rematkable efficiency !
of the service as a whole and of the staff. It
discounted much of the crittcism and in-particalar
it pointed out that the comparisons with US.A.
and other countries were largely misleading
owing to difference of conditions. Above all,
the Bridgeman Committee rejected the main
case of the critics that the Post Office should cease
to be run by the Government and should be
handed over to public utility

s dations have not “yet
beeri put into operation, and-apart from the
welcome important developments on the side of
publitity, the Post Office which is now receiving
some compliments is the same Post Office as
hitherto when it was a butt for everybody’s
criticisms.

-} do not ‘mean-to impty that the staff ‘re.g:rd ’

the Post Office as perfect. As is inevitable in
so huge an organisation a periodical overhaul
may be necessary to cut out obsolete methods of
working. The Union’s views as to necessary
reforms were put before the Committee, and in 2
large number of points the Report and

It was, however, too much:to ex;ect that the
Bridgeman ittee’s sut ial vindication
of the Post Office could undo the effects of years
of misrepresentation. In the first place the
Report was véry badly reported by the Press
as a whole and most readers of the newspapers

dations appr to the case we put.

The two ding g ded
by the Committee (the only two definite
recommendations they made, the other
recommendations being in the nature of
nu?gestions) were the setting up of a Post Office
« functional board ” and an akeration’ in the

e activities of the
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financial relationship between the Post Office
and the Treasury.

The first of these relates to the Post Office
.stem of internal orgmis‘lion and arose out of
the Committee’s very critical attitude towards
the existing arrangement under which the Post
Office Secretariat completely overshadows all
other Post Office  Departments. Lord
Bridgeman and his colleagues took the view that
this dominant position of the Secretariat—

“ Contravenes what has come to be
recognised as one of the fundamental
principles  of  organisation, viz., the
distinction between policy and practice,
between the administrative and the executive
functions. The neglect of this important
distinction we regard as one of the mamn
weaknesses of the existing Post  Office
organisation

“ The centralisation of admipistration and
the higher executive nctions * in  thg
Qecretariat has tended to denude the
Surveyor and the provincial staffs of real
responsibility and authonty, «and has
inevitably imposed ap undue rigidity where,
in contact with the public, flexibility 15
required: ;

K‘;‘ Finally, !-g divorge of the engineering
and administrative sides, o avhizh-we have
already referred, has tended to produce
duality  of= control ®and.  absence ~ of

* go-ordination, while the separation of

finance, and thé instruments of fmance,
from administration has militated against
real decentralisation because machinery for
measuring performance, which  effective
decentralisation requires, does not exist

Accordingly, the Commuttee recommended as
follows :—

« We afe of opinion that the comtrol of
Post Office business can best be effected
through the medium of a functignal Board

resided over by the Postmasteré General

“* In addition to the Assistant Postmaster
General the Board should comprise fsav)
four or five members of the Post Ofhce
staff having authority over all the varous

Department, such functions
as the following being rspm\cm:}i upon 1t
General Operating and Supply. Engineering
and Research, Finance, Personnel, etc

Corresponding changes were _r_rmmmrndnl
for Provincial organisation The "mmii
officials known a8 Surveyors would be renamed
“ Pegional Directors”” and given greater power

 We regard it as of vital importance that
the Regional Director should exercise

jurisdiction  over all  the tu
appertaining _to the Post. lelephone
Telegraph Services He shoul! e
co-ordinating authority for hus Regen
his organisation 14 ot

minature

reproduction 1n f hie
Headquarters  Board Ihe  Regwona
Director would be the Chief Execut '
his Region and would he assisted Iy 4 w1 o
representing  engineering.  fnancial

personnel functions and withi s Regior
engineering. finance and personne aovld
be under hus junsdiction Hewonld rece

direct  and  execute Al
Headquarters 10«
technical, financial and persannel <tafl 4
would ensure that all the inrerests P

were co-ordinated and b to fow

“ His status and responsibaling wou 1o
correspondingly incrcased as omipared w
that of the euisting Survey

So far, however. no  statemen e
fogthcoming as to when the function vard s
likely to be apponited and begun its work

While the change 1 regard T a Fum¥nnal
Board meetg with general ap) roval sed shoui
justify itself, there are dangers¥he (heaubhor Tinare
staff in the increase of th® powers ot the ree onat
fficials, and snThe Committests recommendatidn
that the existing ruaht of stafl  apped?

Headquarters shotld he restricted
The jpther major alteration goes part ot e

way towards a relaxatnon of | reasurs '
long urged_ by v Rion ot Post Othoe Wk
AUpresent none of the sevenues recened
the Post Office trom the public reman e
nwn hands I he money pas
and the Post Ofhoe < e '
Post Office cxpenditure 1 provided it in 1
ways. Non-Capital expenditure 1w vor "
vear by Parhament anid the money s i
10 the Post Othce as reqquired | and as sanctioned
by the [reasurs  Capital expenditure
provided for by legislatinn once o thr vears
authorising the [reasury to raise & thie
specified amount All expenditure s subject to
I'reasury approval and control_and it s inevitahle
that the Government and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer with thewr desmire to balance the
Budget should look with disfavour on any increase
in  expenditure which  will  dimunush  the

£9,000,000 81 [ 10,000,000 surplus they receive
each year from the Post Office  Crnties of this
system say that it prevents the Post Ofhce from
expanding as rapidly as it ought On the other
hand it is only farr to say that there are
experienced administrators (including the present
Secretary to the Post Office) who defend the

: | o
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Most  prosecutions, said Sir Ernley, are
undertaken under section 4! of the Lotteries
Act, 1823, which provides that :—

If any person or persons (a) shali sell any

4 ticket or tickets, chance or chances, share or

shares of any ticket or tickets, cb{xce or
chances in any lottery or lotteries aut
by any-foreign potentate or state, or to be
drawn in any foreign country, T in any
lottery or lotteries except such as are or
shall be authorised by this or some other
Act of Parliament to be sold, or

(b) shall publish any proposal or scheme
for the sale of any ticket or tickets, chance
or chances, share or shares of any ticket or
tickets, chance or chances, except such
lottery or lotteries as shall be authorised as
aforesaid . . . such person or persons
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay
the sum of fifty pounds, and shall also be
deemed a rogue and vagabond, or.rogues
and vagabonds, and sl be punished as
such in the manner hcrcimﬂgr'dimcte,d.

The. Lotteries Act of 'Yl'_ < Si
explained, is important. It enacts tha

If any person sl print or publish, .or
cause to be printed” or_—,‘gxbhnheq, any

foreign lottery, ox.of :any lottery or lotteries,
nt-authorised- by some Act orActs. of
Parliament ; - s, v
or if any. shall print or_publish,

or. cause to be printed or published, any-
advertisement or other notice,of or for the
sale of any_ticket. or tickets, chance or
i, chances, or of any share or shares of any
tieket or tickets, chance or ch of or in
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selling any ticket or chance in a iottery, publishing
any proposals or schemes for the sale of any
tickets in a lottery, printing or publishing any
advertisement or other notice of the sale ‘
tickets, or drawing of any lottery” . . - The law
regarding aiding and abefting the comemission of
an offence might possibly be invoked against
purchasers of tickets, but in practice this has not
been done.”
1t is suggested in some.- quarters that the
present condition of the law on the subject of
lotteries is chaotic. “The true position is,”
says Sir Ernley, * that the statute law “declares
all lotteries to be illegal.” There are, of course;
many border line cases, and much ingenuity is
exercised in seeking to promote schemes on
lottery ‘lines  consistent with the law. For
urposes of administration, the authorities have
sought to distinguish between public, private or
g&li private lotteries: For instance, the London
k Exchange Annual Sweepstake on the
Derby grew to such dimensions as to become

public in' character. In 1930 restrictions were .

m " the scheme resumed its private

Sl

&Y charactess-... .o o
1t has beer'found quite impossible to suppress
fidin oinstin cte And cha s

theinherent g: T
_of the British publigz, - Human fizture being what
it is, enhanced by the insecurity offered by the

vagaries OF @l —present economic system,

g-‘n‘ah!hgrit ‘would gppear, cannot be ¢ icated
. by attempting-to_abolish any one method by
which it finds support. Mr. J. M. Keynes, the
well-known economist, in giving evidep before
the Commission, said : “ It is depressing for an
individual to look forward to a life of poverty
without the' est possibility of any ameliora-

tion in it. If. everybody for quite a s

deduction from.

any such lottery or lotteries as gforesaid, or
any advertisement or notice congerning or in.<
any manner relating.to any such lottery or
lotteries, or any_ticket, chance or share,
tickets, chances or _shares _thereof, or
therein ;
every person so offending shall for every

such offence forfeit the sum of fifty pounds,
to be recovered, with full costs of suit, by
action of debt, bill, plaint or information
in any of His Majesty's courts of record in
Westminster or Dublin respectively or in
the Court of Session in Scotland.

“It will be seen ” said Sir Ernley- ‘' that the

bt i

_their ‘wages always had just, the
possibility of something mr&ng up, then
seé o evil in it.”

‘Mv;Keynes added-that * The richer classes
have investments which they always hope will
go up.in value. It very scldom happens. But
it seems to me that the feeling that there 18 ‘this
possibility of improvement is, on the whole, one
which gives more pleasure than pain.”

Few will quarrel with these common-sense
views. ; As the law stands, and under its present
administration, the rich man’ has ‘yn eubted
advantage over the poor mdn. The rich man,

ining, in his. club, can put a bet over the
State-owned "phone, he can take a ticket in the
ks fined to bers of the club

p pal statutory p d against
the promoters of the lottery, The specific acts
penaliséd are expressed in such terms as the
following : * Setting up or exercising a lottery,
keeping an office or place to exercise a lottery,

(though it is actually illegal) with immunity.
The poor man must not bet in the street., The

promoters of a sweepstake run for some local
charitable purpose, making its appeal to the
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population of our industrial cities and towns,
are warned that their sweepstake is illegal.
they, nevertheless, decide to proceed,
osecution might follow, unless happily
tempered by the wisdom of éhe police. If the
working man takes a day oft from work, pays
railway fare to the horse racecourse, and backs
his fancy on the totalisator or with the book-
maker, no complaint is made. He is an excellent
citizen, not engaging in any illegal act. If he
stays at home, puts a bet on with the bookmaker
in the street, or in his own time visits the grey-
hound racing track at night and has a small
flutter on the totalisator run for profit, he engages
inanillegalact. Suchis the position in England
but in Scotland the courts have decided that the
totalisator is legal on greyhound racing tracks

Can we afford to tolerate these extraordinary
anomalies 7 Are we entitled to put the police
in an invidious position in_relation to the
administration of the law ? Shouldgwe expect
the police, in matters affecting social ‘habits
of the people, simply- to use their tact and
discretion ? 1f we do, this inevitably leads to
discrimination between the rich and the poor

So far, the Commission, has only given its
views in respect of totalisators at greyNound
racing trackss = But ese views justified by
the facts? What the facts 2 ~Greyhound
racing tracks wihin 2 few yeags- became
uui:fiuhed and ~_popular institutions They
found an immediagg, res nse #1937, when over
5,@‘?90 persons paid for admission In g
the figure was 17,906,917, 3 theefold increase
in five years.

. The control of these tracks by the Natwonal
Greyhound Racing Bociety, which has become
the Jockey Club of the sport, is as thorough =
reason and common sense dictates, and offers a
more complete protection to the-public than any
comparable body.

Under the Racecourse Betting Act of 1928, 1t
is legal on an approved racecourse, 91 horse-
racing days; to operate & totalisator.  As a result
of certain decisions in the courts 1t was thought
the legality of the totalisator on grevhound
racing tracks was established. Following this,

were.then installed, and resulted in finding
work in their manufacture, erection and
~operation, The recent decision in the High

“Court, from which there is no appeal, renders
them illegal on the tfacks. It is clear the law
must be amended. No sane person can, in
reason, justify the op tion of the totalisator on
the ‘racehorse course, and exclude its operation
from the tracks.
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Without entering into the ethics o ganidling
—of betting in all its varous torme e
evidence given before the Commusain ~how
more clearly than ever the urgent nevessity 1
common-sense legislation on the whole (qnestion
Gambling 15 in our blood  Whether ne
is a company director, a pillar of the St k

Exchange, or a humble parson playing hrudee at
the vicarage, or a working man interested

football or horseracing ~we arc all somie
measure, susceptible to  the artractions
gambling. Can we prohibit_betting I th

not.  Indeed, 1 not ;»rv-hyIuVTnn contrary 1 I
traditional  policy Of course 1 s I e

Commission says so Why recommen

[t would seem that the obvious necessit

seck to regulate and control this almost aniversa
mstinct. To do so would, in mv view g o
clean and straight-forward ontlet o wha
rwentieth century civilisation, we must regacd as
a national habit. It might be a tegitimate sonn e
of revenue to the State. or the revenue from
could be dirested 1o assmst hospitals, charities
heifth objects, and  eould he made the nicans
of providing remunerative employment -

Ameriea hgs shown us the efrors and torror
of complete prohihition Wekhoweepofit by
their experience and ot fall intm the aame errar
Fhe first Teacsor of the layma tosthe Intern
recommendations _af the Cammission M
pothing is to be JoRe to restnct g& hamper the
richein Yheir pursuit of pleasure  They are
be aflowed to bet snd_gamble @ will  Bur the
poorer peaple, & #Mhons that go to make g
the working and middle classes, are to be hely
n and deprived of simalar facilites

All such inroads and repressions lead the was
to revolt, and are not in keepmg with onr hest
traditions. It 13 not my task, wnoan artcle of
this character, to lay down the hines that
legislation should foliow, but to point to the hiest
and cardinal mistake of the Commuisezon. namely
suppression - which 1s clearly antagomstic to our
nationgl traditional policy i relatien ¢ the
subject of gambhing

The Briish pubbic will alwavs chance thew
tack on a lottery, a sweepstake, a horse or a dog
and the many other forms of gambling Ihe
work of the Commission should be to recognise

this and give (8 a report (which their Interim
Report fails to do) that will show the way
by which this natural tendency can be expressed,
with the maximum safety both to the public and
the general welfire of the community, on ordered
and disciplined lines




458

the standard minimum house, built twelve to-the
acre, generally accepted since the war by Local
Authorities, and that such 2 retrograde step
would create a fresh housing problem for the
future, That view will be endorsed by every-

Tre Lapour MAGAZINE

of thesc facts, the Tory majority dropped by
over 10,000, The constituency is not an easy
one for Labour, but the result shows that even
these constituencies can be won, and that o
seat with less than 10,000 majority can be

body who desires to see a solution of the housing
problem. =
vt ¥ - L

HE Government’s hiousing propodils for
-4 . Scotland are a shade less drastic than

those  contained in the Bill for England
and Wales, but, they ‘will have the same effect
in the end.. The Scottish Bill does not withdraw
the whole of the Wheatley subsidy, but reduces it
from £g per house per year for 40 years to £3

per, house per year for two years. The-reduced *

subsidy. is to apply to all housing schemes
. submitted for approval after December 16, 1932.
The Glasgow Corporation has led the reyolt of
Scottish ~ Local  Authorities against  the
Government's policy, which it tightly describes
as a *“moral b t” of Local Authoritics who
havéundertaken housing : ing
a period of years on the basis of the Lo subsgidy.
At_the. end sof_3g30;%in comnpliand® -with the,

Labour Goverament's Housigg: Act-of that year _

“Glasgow drey up a housifig programme involying
= the-building-af xz.ooo*!{uui during the ensuing
. three ‘years;* But only’ about-a:quartes; of the

regarded as safe for the ** National ** Government
after less than eighteen months of office. No
Government of modern times has suffered such
a loss of prestige. No party has made such a
wonderful recovery in sg short 4 time as the
Labour_Party has made since the set-back of
1931. The whole Labour Movement has rallied
splendidly to the call for a determined _ effort
to achieve a ®ictory for Socialism at the next
Gerieral  Election. “The “Call to Action”

paign is ing - with ‘unqualified success,
and the Socialist policy approved by the Leicester
Conference is being put before the people at
crowded and’ enthusiastic- i through
the country. Labour has every reason to look
forward to the future with confidence.

. .

S an. aid -to_ more effective  Socialist
- propaganda, thetabour Parfy has initiated

an experisiient which should prove of great
value to r.he_Movﬁﬁnt 84 whole: A suggestion
has been-made to Local Labour Parties that they
should sét up Research’ Groups for the purpose

hoyses - have  been provided for by
- presented .for “approval /by December 16, and
the Corporation is now faced with the prospect of

of conducting surveys of local copditions
and investigations into particular local problems.
Such research work would pravide 'valuable

al for Labour-Groufié'on Local Authorities,

having  to P the " prog on the
nﬁ% subsidy. Other. Scottish - Corporations
are.in a siilar positiony :and:the position of
Local Authorities in England and Wales is even
worse;-as they are to get .no subsidy. In-its
effort to restore private _enterprisc the

besides supplying - the necessary ammuitition

for intensified. Sogialist propaganda work in the
country..The London Labour Paffy has already

- agted ofe:the suggestion, and has arranged to

undertake research work on the question of
Education—in—Londen<=a veryfruitful _field.

Gove: is a-social-cfime and
breaking the hearts of housing reformers.

HE by=election in the Exchange Division

I of Liverpool resulted in ~another big

slump in the Government’s vote, the

Tory majority, of 13,144 secured at the General

Election being reduced to 2,786, . Labour’s poll

was increased by 1,518. The Tories put up a
strong candidate, a popular Livery i

man and a Catholic. The Labour candidate

was hampered by religious prejudice. - In spite

-

The scope of this-work will cover such matters
as school books and appliances, curriculum, and
school methods in general, rather than the
physical welfare of the children, on which the
Labour Paity’s policy is already clearly defined.
Other Local Labour Paties will no doubt find
equally fruitful fields for investigation and
research, and the pooling of the results will make
available a great deal of invaluable material which
would not otherwise be obtained. There should
be no difficulty in securing volunteers for this
useful and interesting work,

- anticipate

~tions. The police-

‘Betting, Sweepstakes and Lotteries

By
¢ ALFRED SHORT
HE issue of the Inmri‘}n Report of the The Act of 1853 was passed to suppress
Royal Commission. on Lotteries and ready-money betting houses which had
recently sprung up in large numbers in the
Metropolis and other large towns. Under
this enactment it is, broadly speaking
illegal under penalties, to keep or use any
mission, but the Interim Report may involve house, office, room, or other place. for the
Parliamentary action at an early date. purpose of the owner or oeupier or user
It cannot be denied that the state of the law (a) betting with persons resorting thereto or
with regard to lotteries (8) receiving monev 1n
and betting is the cause advance in  respect
of a ;mt,dul of public bets or transactions
irfitation, which ~would “ the nature of bets
undoubtedly be greater

Betting stresses in the public mind the

need of Parliament dealing with the law

relating to bling. It is not my purpose to
ti’:n final conclusions of the Com-

The Act s framed

if it were not for ‘the in  wide terms Its
common sense and tact of provisions have been held
the police.. It has nat to cover betting in certam
“been thought desirable or circumstances in publi
houses, clubs, and race

expedient, in the public
intorest, t&® in a
complete policy’ of
suppression; acCompanied
by. wholessls <prosecuc

courses, depending aag
whether s bookmaker can
be said to ‘' pse a plice ”
for the purpose of betung
~with persons Wha resorted
thereto. * Wesorthig' has
«always been interpred as
meaning resorting M
80N
Under the Strect
Petting Act, 1906, 1t 1=
illegal .80 frequent or
loiter in a street or other
public place for the
purpose of bookmaking or
making or settling bets
Under the Racecourse

been compelled, in the
g;g:ic imm:ﬁgm; close .
to the ol
while being charged with "
and to enforce
the law. When they have |
so done, some delinquents
have suffered, .whilst
others have escaped. The
law, therefore; is b::ufll:t
into disrepute an e
I;olice action is resented. . This is articularly so Betting Act, 1928, it is legal on an approved
in regard to lotteries and sweepstakes—ths Irish racecourse on horse tacing days for the Race
Sweepstake being 2 notable. . It js per- course Betung Contral Board to operatc a
fectly obvious, no less to the authorities than to totalisator, and for a bookmaker to conduct
the general public, that ﬂcfz effort to prevent  his business without regard to the provisions
people from subscribing to the Dublin hospital of the Betting Act, 1853
sweep has absolutely failed. As regards lotteries, Sir Ernley Blackwell
ubt whether it is generally known that Legal Assistant Under-Secretary of State at the

betting is not ‘illegal. The law on this point Home Office, in his evidence before the Com
ioht be summarised as follows mission said -— )

~_ Betting, in itself, is not illegal ; restrictions ** The law in foree on the subject of lotteries

have been placed uponbmingconducted in is contained in the un provisions of a
certain circumstances and in certain places. seriesof Acts dating from 1698 to 1846 and the

The main statutory provisions on betting  effeet of those provisions it to declare all lotteries,
are contained in the Bettmg Act, 1853, the those suthorised by Parliament, to be
Street Betting Act, 1906, and the Racecourse illegal. The only lotteries so authorised are
Betting Act, 1928. those under the Art Unions Act, fLr

- MR. ALFRED

\
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THE The publicassan of the Americar: Nete (o Great
LABOUR MAGAZINh Britzin inviting the British representatives to g&

o Washisgion for & discussion of the zhbt
carly i+ March was a happy augury of swil
decimion. It signified that the President-elect
was iobing time by the forslock. But thia
invitation was not limited to a discussion of
debts puic and simple, sa might have been
expected fram one kaowledge “of American
policy. The British representatives wero invited
to discus at the same time the,world’s econcmic
problems in which the United Seates and Great
Britain were mutually intgreated. The omginal
Anglo-Americagy Debt  Settlement _ywad “sthe
prelude, 1f not the pwtorn, of pther de
settlements. “Was Great -Britaig to- be the finst
ta go to Washington again, a new debts settlement
to be negdtiated, and sll the questions which
“formed the agenda of the World, Economic
Cosference discussed heféfe that Conference ~
had met ¢ Were Great Britan and ghe United
States presuming 1 _become. she waerld’s

islators, -ongms X WeW debt ‘serriemént to be
5!’@“( upon the seslilisieniof problems
whose inter-dependence with the problem-e
debts Fiad only recentlySheen formally” denied
3 ml"o(‘J the United Siafes } It wae inevitable that
the British (ovés - should reply that
isions-on such. canfiot be reached,
fore discussions had TakeX place at the World
Economic Conference. - - :

ial Joarnal of the Trades Union Congrese
o ]‘ and the Labouw Party
M : Transport Houss (Souz®
Buock), Smith Squazz, Lowpon, S.W.1
e T
SIXPENCE MONTHLY, by post ;.
- ANNUAL SURSCR D

PTION

T'H'E Crisis deepens and spreads. 1 is

becoring more and more & phenomenox

of social and economic disorganisation,
with its all-too-human counterpart ?{‘:\_m‘
misery and progressive physical and psycholog
deterioration. When the individual’s mentsl
" and physical stamina is weak, the end issuicide
When 2 jty's political and
mgaﬁhﬁwilhch'ngmthedemcnud

stability and cehesion, the-end.ds diétatorship,
t'y g or  revolutiofn. umedhatiohs)

ical doctors e~ Waiting until the discase R
e “inm:m-' is. But' when the climax wiil R
-‘d'h;'!% P'ht:m may r.v. Wi “pat cavil “at ‘b_'r. Neville
theough th as they lived- through the Chamberisln's enumegation of the
_two_eastiitisl things . first, the

o be reached must HE Soal

and, secondly, it must be one
riot Aot involve the resumption of the
, ! m-.m-m!!ﬂ_""v_""""' clatm o Cermany for fepiritions 17 fhase
ol e e el Fiocin gl o e e

e m B ey %

humman content. Always Germany ; Destr ¢ 1 rodiors and debtors should proceed space.
Germans. Always Britain ; never ¥ If they are inacceptable, the end catinor be

s & @ foreseen. Tt would seem, from the Amegican

inal settlement of debts and jons Press, that a return to the goMd standard by
Hfh?chwiﬂkmm-m or, Grest Britain at a determinable future dute may

at the worst, a mere v ing be one of the bargaining pointers of the American

no one’s slumber, is the most sdvertised representatives.  On the other hand, the
and- popular remedy. It also to be s Preparmory Committee of the World Economic
wtience. Uonference has poblished 2 list of formideble

prescription of orthodox eco

—

-2

__yeat. Britdin dace o8
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prerequisite conditions to a free international
gold standard, which cannot, in the nature of the
. be worked out by British and American
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economic warfare. The Labour Party strongly
opposed the bellicose method of dealing witi
the land annuities dispute, and urged the

resentatives at Washington : lution of
di Titical probl ;

g P P

of depleted rgrsld reserves, -eg:ftnenx of debts,
v ble freedom of the it of goods
and service, freedom of the. foreign exchange
markets, freer movement of capital, a general

_ understanding about the better working of the

gold otandard, the achievement of internal
equilibrium in many countries and in many
matters. Another disturbing element is a semi-
official warning that if currencies linked to sterling
are not stabilised, the Arherican tariff will be
raised. Forecasts of Americam policy even
include a Joan-to Britain to enablé hetto pay her
debts to the United States and replenish her
gold resefves. 1f these currents of opigion flow
from an official source, the very dark
indeéd- For it was thepolicy of high tariffs
in the creditor States, combined with-leans to
_ihe debtors to enable them to pay their debts,
WRICR™treated the insubstamial edifice witich
came crashing in Germany-in July of last
pt to~walk the

one

German pknhl L i’

T

- - .
Y le of the Jrish Free State have
§  given hélr “answer to the Briush

ar

Governmént's declaration of economic
w3 Mr. De Valera and the Jrish Labour Party
who stpported him have beem returned with
increased strength, and Mr. De Valera has a

jority BF one over all other parfies | with the
continued siipport of the eight Labour Members,
his Government should be safe for a full term
of office. Mr. J. H, Thomas probably/played
the biggest part in this victory fof the anti-Treaty
parties. But Mr De Valera made a sincere
gesture of peace in an interview with the press
immedistely after the final result of the election
wag Jgpwn «He declared that the result must
not be regarded as an indication of hostility to
Baiggin, but us & desire for independence, and

Gi to p in an attempt to settle
the dispute amicably. Both sides have accepted
the principle of arbitration, and the point at
issue has been narrowed down to the composition
of the tribunal. Now that it has been made
clear that a majority in the Irish Free State
supports Mr. De Valera, there ought to be no
question of continuing a tariff war which will be
disastrous for both countries and widen the
breach instead of Kealing it. There 1s no valid
reason why the various matters in dispute should
not be settled by arbitration ; it is certain that
they will never be settled by perpetuating
bitterness.

- THEN  the House of Commons
reassémbled on February 7, it re-

* sumed consideration of the Govern-

ment's housing proposals, as embadied in
the mew Housing Bill. In last month’s issue
of the Labour Magazine, Mr. Arthur Greenwood
described these proposals as the death sentence
on  Municipal  housing. During  thé
Parliamentary recess there has been time for
Local - Authorities and housing reformers to
congider the proposals from every aspect, and
there is ample eviderice of a growing body of
public opinion against the Bill. At a housing
conference in  Manchester on January 7,
Sir Ernest Simon, the well-known housing
authority, declared that the proposal to abolish
the Wheatley Act subsidies was

‘" completely
disastrous,” and that if the so-called
* great crusade " against the slums, which

to the building of a of

12,000 houses a year for slum clearance, is to
be the limit of the Government’s policy, it
would take two and a-half centuries to clear the
slums of Manchester | The conference adopted
a statement declaring that the continuance of
State-subsidised  Municipal  building  is

e added that the Trish Free State desires to live
on friendly terms with Britain. It is to be hoped
that the British Government will d to this

- d by the increased poverty of the
workers if their housing needs are to be
adequately met and the essential standard

gesture gemerously and seek the carliest
opportunity to put an end to the present state of

d.” The added that to

rely on private enterprise for the building of
working-class houses involves a departure from




Where Ireland Stands

By
2 R M. FOX

O one who observed the tensity .;l
feeling. in the Irish Free State
General Election—ahich has resplted

in a wvictory for, de . Valers -couid
doubt _ that momentous issues . were heing
decided. In every district a record pofl wae
cast. ¥ , where it Occurred, was
magnified by those who were huating  for
scnsational news, but nome can deny the
bitterness of the conflict. Even with the Army
Comrades’ Association (the * White " Army),
armed with sticks and revolvers, acting as
guards, the Cosgrave section had to meet angry

nade to build ur insk industrics o supply the
home marker It is undoubtedly true that the
bellicose policy of Mr. Thomas has done more
to encourage tha- growth of the Binn Fein
(Oursetves Alone) policy than snything else
in the past twenty ;

The starting of industries in Ircland has
long been the of those in the de Valera
camp as opposed o the more comservative
view of those who are content for the Free State
to -cxchange her cuttle and dairy uce for
British manufactured goods. The * tarifi war ™
ias speeded up this movernent and it is claimed

-opposition in Dublin and sther centres, in apite of that 150 new factories .established last
Mr. de Valera's imptumve':k- for free spegch.  yedr. 1t s sigmificant that Even Mr. Cosgrave

What were the msues ich gave rise to all  spoke, during the elects P of dvi
this p..mn‘ ?L In the Eatfor::‘ﬂ the gow to retan the ¢ tariffa. zather shan

impaign for yrmetit ] ities.  deciding how, got-wid
which has “Béen_carried on wmn-rm" ap-:‘,mg' .,Zr m:v :E
Government for the past ten months.; (5,000,000 push for farming development in Britain-it jg
a o m

this & being held in 2 _obvious Treland would have te-

?::}y :wm w‘i't this ;;mT.:

ith—Brita;s. -
State. Counsel,

liability of (4 Pree State-af@ also rejected  will be .Q'asu‘ r. Tt is an open
) w_. seciét-that if de Vilera—cir*get a bi '
He mmmmﬂf& majority to ensure ‘pmt‘yov:v n"e:myeilr"t
to an_int : * court. be “hopes to attract ~eapital - for industrial

This is the. ckgr jevelopment. This was-ong_of «the clection
“Wection in terms of Governinbat pol claims urged on, the Pea Fail side.
ﬁ'm.ud AMM point .ﬂ!h-by the Government
i* was that, so a4 Britain believed that the
‘m, de Valera o was tottering, no

ps
pa 4 3 question— from the British side.
mn&mmmmmmlh the de Valera jori ld:
aoh smait - But too much. shoud not be made ‘of
this. Mr. Cosgrave has ruled in the past with
2 smailer majority, relying on the Independents
for power. truth is that under the “ P.R.”
system of election, which Ireland has, no
t landel "y .

Irqnwmt::mhwu,‘ wed

v 4 . p i r I in

. -wtmry'har!ophnmoiscl'vvi-:lﬂlb-tvreanJ

antities conflict, goes right 1o the cemtre of two  hostile camps, rooted in @ of
m&vmm-ﬂﬂuhﬁ civil war. If the election had been on the
n lreland. By i . British system, de Valera would have swept his
MI:MB . opponents from the field. This is demon-
Th-l-hd strated by the remarkable increase of first
tariffs directed yotes for Fianna Fail candidates

preference v
and the pronounced drop on the other side.
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So far I have written of the economic issues.
But what of the purely political ones? Will
‘;\:nd become an independent 'Republic ?
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industrial and tillage lines. On external relations
—which means, largely, relations with Britain—
the new Government is prepared to negotizte
the di ial difficulties. 1t must

astonishing fact is that; though the electi

brought all the fervid nationalism of the Irish
people to the surface, little or nothing was said
about a Republic. De Valera holds. to his
view that he has received a limited and special
mandate to settle outstanding questions with
Britain, and therefore the q of a Republi

“cannot become a practical issue without another
appeal to the people. The rising temperature
of the for national independ is,
however, indicated by the attitude towards the
six-county area and the boundary. Northern
Nationalist, M.P.s have supported de Valera’s
campaign, and the Fianna Fail leader has
declared that no final -settlement with Britain
can take place which does not apply to the whole
32 counties of Ireland. This anti-partition,
anti-boundary gesture is, for the present, more
important as concerns internal Ulster politics
than-ss affecting the Irish Free State. Tliere
are“indications_that Nationalise-opinion in the

not be supposed that the Irish Free State
is refusing to negotiate—though a minority
is pressing this view. The Government's
attitude is that the Feetham Boundary Com-
mission does not inspire them with confidence
in an Empire Tribunal and further that, as a
nation, Ireland claims international and not
merely Dominion status. This" claim is not
new, it has been maintained at Geneva under
the Cosgrave regime. 1f Irish opinion and
national sentiment is récognised there need be
no greater bar to negotiations now than before
the elections.

Free State Ministers have spoken of their
readiness to conclude a trade treaty with
Britain as part of a general settlement, for the
value of the British - market is recognised as
is -also the fact that Ireland has still a huge
market for manufactured goods which Britain
needs. The situation on the British side calls

h

Nbrth is beginning to agitate on the boundary
_question. T - ™~ s -

The Labour Party_—under. the leadersltip “of

Mr. Norton—will“ come back _to the Dail

_with one extra member. ~During the tampaign
“Labour in all essentials of National
policy, backed Fianna Fail and will, as before,
vote with de Valera. On matters such as the
salary cuts of Civil Servants, State ownership of
railways, etc., the Labour, Party has advanced
its own policy and will still be in a strong position
to claim consideration.

In an election manifesto issued on the eve of
the poll, Mr. de Valera declared for the abolition
of the Senate, the Free State Second Chamber
and a cutting down of the Dail—the lower
House—from its present strength. But both
leaders concentrated on offering concessions to
the farmers. Mr. de Valera promised a Land
Billagmsstting “down their individual annuity
payments to half, while Mr. Cosgrave guaranteed

© theem two years’ freedom from any pay-
ments and a wiping out of all present
arrears.

What is the position now ? lly Ireland

for ip and “not for
the bomb ic and ptuous references
with which Mr. Thomas helped to win the’
election for de Valera.

Ireland will not and cannot be turned back
from industrial development, and this is bound
to change the character of the trade with
Britain, though, for many years, manufactured
goods and machinery will have to be imported.
But whether the nebulous National feeling,
lashed to a white-heat of enthusiasm during the
past few wecks, will harden into a definite
Republican movement, will be largely decided
by the attitude of British statesmen within the
next six months.

At the election, two paths were open to the
Irish people. De Valera stood for the traditional
view that drawing away from the Empire would
serve Ircland’s interests best, while Mr. Cosgrave
stood for his characteristic policy of full
co-operation. That the majority of Irish voters
backed de Valera means that they have reversed
the policy maintained by the Cosgrave Party
in Ireland for ten years. This is certainly a
choice however tentatively it has

is in for a period of intensive development on

been made.

Y
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lron a wree; Urades” Natsopa, I'he London
Socers of ‘8 sitors (the whole membership),
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Womd workers .- |ofTnalists NU R, ASLE
& F_ RCA  Transpom and General Workers
Clerks, Commercal Travellers, and many others.
I'he number of Associate members 18 now round
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Provincial members make use of the Club's
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whe mumber of Associate w#mhers from the
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w pleasure bent, the
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Club cannot be excelled. It caters for all their
needs, and provides as well that atmosphere of
camuaraderie which makes it a home from
ne. .

here is a cosy Lounge.on the first floor,
where in a glass case the publications of the
TU.C. are displayed for sale. On the walls
three famous May Day cartoons of Walter Cranc
catch the eve. A door on the left leads to the
Buffer, where light refreshments are served,
and the centre door takes us to the Restaurant,
4 fine room so well windowed that on 2 sunny
day 1t 15 surely the cheeriest restaurant in London.
I'he carpeted foor and vellow tinted walls, the

leather-seated chairs, and the flower decorated
tahles are further incitements to that happy
fecling which makes good digestion wait  on
appetite

I'he Restaurant has seating accommodation
for 100 persons, and  hesides serving meals
a lu carte. is noted for its 15, 6d. lunch of three
courses. The facilities it offers for celehrations,
annual dinners, and other functions are heing
more and more appreciated by Executive
Councils, “Trade Union  branches, “Clarion
Fellowships, and othee~organisations, many of
which also use the @fper roams of the Club for
their periodical business meeting.  Every year
the new Chairman of the ‘I'rades Union Congress
General Council is installed here at a dinner,
45 President of the Club for his year of T u.c
office, and with him as a guest comes the newly
elected Chairman of the labour Party The
Club in 1931 entertained the Indian Delegates
to the Round Table Conference, and on several

occasions has celebrated victorious by-elections
with the successful Labhour M.P. as guest
In the evenings the Restaurant is frequently
wed for lectures and debates, and dramatic
performances. The Club Debating Society, of
which Mr. F. 8. Button, J.P.,

arranged several series of lectures and debates,

is secretarv, has

the speakers including prominent people in and
of the movement. Amongst them have been
ol L. S Amery, M.P, Sir Ernest Benn,
Miss Susan Lawrence, Mr. Hannen Swaffer,
Mr  Harold Laski, Mr. Frank Hodges,
Mr Robert Hyde, Dr MacGregor-Reid,
Mr. Hector Hughes, K.C., Mr. A. M. Wall,
Mr. 8. ;. Hobson, Mr. Arthur Greenwood,
M.r., Mr. Arthur Pugh, Mr. Herbert Morrison,
Mr. H. Nevinson, Mr. Clement Edwards, and
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Mr. E. G. Culpin, Other orgasations als
use the Restaurant for sinilar purposes
Above the Restaurant is the Billiard: Row
with two full-sized tables by Burroaghes an!
Watts, Members' tournaments .r¢ perndically
arranged, and inter-club matches are o teture
of the winter programme.  On the top hoar
there is also a Table-T

'

enmis equpment. whild

for card-players there is one room on the third
fRoor seating 23, and a smabler room on the fourti
floor, A comfortable  Reading and Wit
Room on the third floor is provided with wnde
range of newspapers and Trade Ui pubhioa-
tons The  Management  Committesmeets
monthly in the Council Chaniher on the tonrth
floor, adjacent to which ix the Sttt Rest Room

I"here is still one maore room that sacred 1o
the Secretary I'his 1s on the fiest floar, oppasite
the Butfet, and here the Seoretan Manager
Me.o W, Arthur Peacodk, and the office statt
keep the accounts and perform il dhe varnous
dyties involved i the dav-to-day busimess ol
running the Club. Mro Peacock was appomted
to this position i March, 1931 He 15 a member
of the Labour Party Feague,of Youth Nauonal
sditor of the old Clarion

Committee and an ex-
during its monthly period.

Mr. €. ] Kebbell, o whose volaule eneruies
the birth and the continuing existence of the
Club are largely due, has o long Trade Union
record. In 1921 he founded the first Trade
Union of Travellers, the National  Union of
Commercial Travellers, of which he s sull the
first Secretary

An active worker in the movement for more
than 30 years, he had many exating propaganda
experiences 1n frec-spec I fights and the pro-Hoer
campaign,  Still as younyg as ever, he devotes
a large part of his shounding energies and
fructifying ideas to the furtherance of the Club’s
progress, and by his example infuses others with
his optimism and the destre to serve

“The National Trade Union Club as it ments
the full support of the movement. 1t 15 not
the Club of our dreams, but with the loval
service it should command 1t mught easily and
soon become the first corner-stonc of a splendad
and enduring institution serving the tdeals of
the three great democratic movements. 1t s
up to the movement Now to stand by the
courageous band who brought it to birth three
years ago.
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ihe wlea persisied. aicd porast ! he emen rhusia . be of raking over the prémises and equipment of official backing of the Trades Vo Conere
meys be show, hur atoarris b fa 1 b Uhe ra the Brinsh Commercial Travellers' Club should General Council, expressed the ol
o tor boading wili gladen 0 “ explored  Accordingly, a Provisional  resolution
Remenber ot i k the T | ( ; ol e ) mittee was setyup in order to investigate “That the Trades  Umon Congress
half 2 centur o csrabiish @ Naiona Gene e T Yoo e ‘ of ways and means It was also General  Council  heartily approves 1he
Conel ~ \ ‘ esaly o ask the General Council of the establishment of the National Trade UTmon
Near e, the <aper eathusosts o e , | . 1 ¢ o ssue an appeal to Trade Unions and Club, and recommends affiliated unons 1
if the nale svas not a4 ;;.ulu-\‘ proposs i et L ‘ Frade mionists to support the project support the Club by all possible means
a sprat wa T 1920 the Hall Tircle ¢ lubsva ! . por * ! \t a er meeting i January, 1930, They also mentioned that official mvestments
formed i ondon, membership beme el ne nlea t set M Art} b (lron and Steel Trades), in or loans had been effected by the Nanonal Umon
Faon he vha George Hhicks (Building Trade  of  Seamen, National Union of  Commeraial
Warkers doand Mo W R Spence (National  Travellers, Falors and  Garment Workers!

to Labous M .F s, candudares, and ra
\

officialz, and their wives  Mueetins et

:.i::! Ll‘. ‘ \ » )

=4

t 100 years age The buildiv which now houses the Nat:
(s on the triangulas «ife in the centre of the perspectice e ot Tos
: o e W Donon, Asslum Workers, National - Umon ot

Glass and Tricket Wrners, Amalgamated

New Oxford Stree

in private houses  When the Labour i ggest . o El
took office in 1924, the Half Circle ¢ hih e z ' * e P Comenrtee ro hoar
yto the  Parlamentar | “’;\'"' Llup @ b . e S ‘ W Buldme Trade Workers, Lafe
premises 0 Fufton Street exir ‘ : ) I oap -\\ {500 \ssirance Warkers, and the Tronand Steel
How ].l\lmuu-u\ll“ mein! """”‘ e b ik st Wk i . - ‘ hing o . B frs Iy;,n.-d,‘m.,w.nk Applications for tos shares
g abour ovement 12 he ) - LR \ \as ind tar Toan st i Mes o o8 g
the la vemen W e o ) G Frand Leasgllers: G0 L \ i muliples of 1os. were
moved to Romney Stre o) € . [ris | (sencral Warkers) M ' 1 equested . and, further, toomate interest ind
for [8.000, and this year 1fie fi B aie Cant P OFF Wk . y per vear tormspire conhdence in the scheme. the prospectis
to the Nauonal Labour ;ll. N v'\“. e Mr 1 e and My i ) o ! v omelutled five fine photogrephs of the extenar
the recent years of slump have adve pries(s " v i L 4 At e fee Tos ind interior of the Club, together with the names
the Club's progress, and it hecame HEEEL v % “ » e i e “‘ ehrmar o the first General Commuttee, which were as
a short time ago to vacate the premises Vs s 1 Charman Mre Gearge follo
members are for the time being ,uu-m"’l“t‘r wrcia 1t 2 . vl Mr. ( Kehhell Hor GENERAL CONINTTTEL
. . Craven Hotel, Stran I wree a1 meous T3 SSasmnn : forth the advantages |
in rooms at the Craven Hue N . centre ur e . 5 ulvantag Bowney (National Union of Seamen)
I'he National Trade Union ¢ Jub, whi Rere - wle Umon Cluhy the (W Cavtrr (Unmion of Post Office Workers )
other vel e of the suj } ¢ N e project hac e IR,
borsin April, 1930, 18 another ventureo had the | Costrros, M P (National Union of Vehicle Builders)
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Prime Minister s starement thar t poncy ot
the Government has improved the relenve
position

It 1 the usu aur t supporter 1 the
Nauapal ( nment 1 the hinanoal peatiod
of the count m nense v impeoved, and ghev
pont 1o the s s the huge nnversic
scheme f t ! } per cent and the
saving | vhoh thas conversion geoures
It w that the  weekly
Treas s show that the Floaung Det
at Jas 931, Wes £9i7 370,000 compartd
with £656 220000 at the worresponding  date
lawt  year JThese same rrturns show that
revenue 1 failing, and that the Chaveslior of the
Efchequer’s estimates will not he reac hed under
manv heads. So much s this so that the

Londan Times i already preparing the —vunts
for an thbalanced Budget. and secking 1
persuade the people 1n advance that 1 wquid be
s good thing fo have an unbalanced Budget f
raxation were also reducgd so0_as o allow the
Income -Taxpaying— lasses 19 ve-more mwesey
to-tpend
from the housetops that afl unbalanced Budget
would he didistrous. and, Slthoagh -we were
wiling & 2 Tabour- (;hg-!-n_ balance the
Budget” by—qur own methods, we were not
dlesed 1o eyen u.;‘ nnless the condetigns
and

of the wor' = 8 e weemploged were

In August, 1932, _everyone sh uted

g Classcs
substanttly ~eqepeds

“What does the Prime! Minister reaily intend
to do about these things 7 ~No one can gather
anything fr g mpssaprs m that direction
hila ¥ the Goveenment is studying o

t 1 woPking ae " " gt 8 preparing plans b
and so on and so forth, but mothifg h
Publie works have been ruthlessly cut
and the purchamng power of the working classes
has heen reduced not oniy by mreads nto the

social services and insurance henefits, but by

pens

reductions of wages, which, according ' the
Ministry of Labowr Gazette, have been not less
than (3,500 000 per week What is prever
something heing  done When a lab
Governmen! in a mnority was n offize m just

s much a2 perind of world crisis s at present

it was put in the dock by its gfitics and found
guilty with regard o unemployment within
six months of taking office. The present

Natsonal ~ Government has had sixteen months
matead of sz n which to deal with the problem

Tre LABOUR MacAziy
of unen plovment  I'his (overnment ot ali ‘he
talents with e most overwheiming majonty
Parhscoentary hist with the power 10 L
envihing .+ chooses, and, as Mi. Thomas
efore he went Otia without- the necees

expl gs to the Upposition, has done
apparently  nothmg v the face ot risg
temployrient and poverty except to * nomise
still rther at the zxpensc of the poor in oruer
wve the pockets of the nch

| he fact w, of course, that the Tory Coahtion
ot and wiii not face (he moral 1ssues which

have so . learlv emerged from: the cnsis The
Teconocrats gn  Amerca industrialists ke
Wilham Moz in ths country, scientific

men hke Or Alfred Ewing, have all publicly
recognised that the enormous growth of machine

production in primary as well as secondary

\ndustries has contributed as much and probably

more to the world depression as war

debts and tanffs  The displacement of labour

from this cause grows cvery day. Sir William

~Morns givagea Mong lead for a reduction of

hodta of labour, but the®@fitish Government
at the Internatiomat Labour Office at (;emewa
takes the opposite and&sachonary view. There
s no shadow of doubt that reduction of hours
of employmen¢ st _come, but the Tory
Mac Donaldetes  cannof” rid themselves of the
Above all, however,
they fail principally on the moral is€ue of making

outlook of King Canute

the preduction of lzbour available for use and
onsumption by Jabowr. The maintenance of
the ffomer of the owner of land and capital to
exploit the worker for the owner's private
profit 13 far more important to them than the
st amd the rapid sofution of“fhe economic
Crisiaoo3 has cver been with Toryism
“¥he leopard does not change its spots.”
The gift of science to man is the poyer to
vercome poverty by less laborious and more
prolific methods of production The (iovern
ment acquesces in the capitapst outlook which
reserves the main benefits of scence to the

s a few of the crumbs

few,. and grudgingly allo

o fall to some of the masses It 1 a moral

knk. sad Sir Alfred Ewing spoke only the
truth when he pomnted out that man had not
grown m moral stature as he had increased his
power over nature
I fares the land to hasterung ills a prey
Where wealth increases but men decay

~imposing, five-—

«

Trade Union He ead'quarte;rx

The National

Trade Union Club

1 By
R. B. SUTHERS

EADERS of Mr. H. G. Wells’s *“ Work,
Wealth, and Happiness of Mankind
may remember that in the chapter on
transport there is on one page a

reproduction of a photograph illustrating a
traffic block in a
London street of
to-day. The street
selected is. New
Oxford Street, and
the stream of "buses,
lorries, and ~ cars
going East is held
up at the junction
with Hart Street.
The traffic block is
sttiking, but really
the most nrikjgx
fexture in the
photograph i§~ the’
storey building at |
the conVverging
corner of New Ox-
ford Sereet and
Hart Street. Had
Mr. Wells entered
this building at the
New Oxford Street
side, he would have
found himself in
the National Trade
Union Club, which 4
occupies the four
upper storeys. It
might have been a
profitable visit, in
respect to illustrating the evolution of traffic, for
in the posgession of the Club' there is a print
from the bmmlraud London News of a century
ago, wing the building, with portions of New
Street and Hart Street, and less than
half-a-dozen wheeled vehicles in sijght.
¢ National Trade Union Club has not
bcgn in existence for a century, but when this
print was made, the pioneers of Trade Unionism
were dreaming dreams of a grandiose character,
and had the Gramd National project come to
fruition, we may be siire that one of its off-shoots
would have been a National Club. Indeed, itisa
matter for wonder that even with the slower

The National Trade Union Club .

growth of Trade Unionism which the last
century has experienced, the great advantages
of such an institution have not been more vividly
realised. Our continental friends have been
wiser, and their magnificent national head-
quarters, ¢lubs,
halls, and hotels
have excited the
cnvy and stung the
ambition of our
Trade Union offi-
cials and rank-and-
file visitors for a
score of years. Why
could not the
British Labour
and Co-operative
Movements  have
led the world in
the provision of
such facilities and
amenities as they
led the world in
Trade- Union and
Co-operative  or-
ganisation ? Trade
. Unionists are
founders of Clubs
by instinct, and of
local clubs there
has always been a
profusion. Why not
a National Club ?
The answers to
this question are
plausible but not
convincing. Every-
body agrees that there ought to be a National
Club for the trinity of social democratic move-
ments. Just after the war enthusiasts thought
that at last the time was propitious for
launching a combined scheme, and one had
visions of a monster building in the Strand,
spacious enough to be the Headquarters
of the Trades Union Congress, the Co-
operative Movement, and the Labour Party,
with restaurant and hotel accommodation, halls
for conferences and concerts, and perhaps a
cinema. The vision vanished, at least, pro tem.
The difficulties loomed too large and the onrush
of chaos in industry engaged all energies. Yet
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An alternative policy and one which 18 mere
consistent with the Tory practice will be i try
and work up some quite irrelevant issue (o divert
the attention of the electors from the Govern-
ment's failure and from the true issue to be
decided which will be the issue between Soctalism
and Capitalism. At the moment of writing a
desperate effort 1s heing made in the ExcHange
Division of Liverpool to persuade the electors
that the issue is a religions one, and the Roman
Catholics, who have hitherto been taboo to the
Tories in that area, are being begged to support
the National Government as a religious duty !
Anything to divert the electors from an apprecia-
tion of the true issue and the inevitable condemna-
tion of the Government which must follow upon
such an appreciation.

But whatever may be their tactic there is but
one way of meeting it. The workers must knit
themselves together into a_solid . and compact
political party, which will ensure not only-liberty
of setion but liberty of thought as well. The
Labour Party must take and Told the initiative
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but it can oaly do this if it can icly upon a large
tiody of active members throughout the counury
A ioose body of opinion that can be sway

hither an thither by rvery gust of wind H\n&
out of the Torv machine, can never be any
guarantee ‘or the political liberty ouf the workers
A number of goud hye-election defeats for the
Government will do more to bring them io their
senses 2nd to focus the mass of public opinion
upon: their delinquencies than any amount o1
rinting and window breaking. But bye-elections
cannot be won gy talking, as every organiser
knows the most wonderfu! election meetings
often precede a defeat. What the Labour Party
wants now is workers and more workers. Active
members who not only give their weekly penny
to finance the cause, but who give their time
and energv as well. If the case of Tom Mann
results as it should do in a fresh awakening of
the workers to their responsibilities to themselves,
their_families and their country, then 1 am sure

that Tom Magn and his colleagfie will think their

imprisonment well worth while

WhttthodzliltPropi andist has been waiting for

Each set of WeekLy |

It ’ou are a Speaker in the Trade Union Branch Meeting,
Labour Party, in the Co-operative Movement,
or Sbefalist beagut you cannot afford to be without

THE__

FOR SPEAKERS

You can rely upon the accuracy of the facts, figures, and
information which they contain, because the ““Notes” are
published officially by the Trades Union Congress and the

Labour Party jointly

AnnvaL SusscripTioN 1()s. PosT ka

PRESS AND PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT, THE LABOUR PARTY,
Transport House (South Block), Smith Square, London, S.W. 1 \
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platform work a pleasure.

A more reliable or useful service }

of information

athome & abroad is not available

Why Won’t the

Premier Face

Facts?

THE RT. HON.

HE Prime Minister has recently

published messages on the outlook

in  the  News-Letter and  in

communications  to  Conservative
candidates in by-elections.

In these fnessages he seeks in his usual devious
and tortuous style to persuade the working
classes that sad as is their lot the position would
have been much worse without a National
Government, and that the policy which his
Government has pursued (which I take it means
tariffs, quota restrictions, and ruthless economies)
has improved the relative position of this.country
in a trading and commercial sepse.

I propose to éXamine this claim in the full
blaze of the facts and not through the mystic veil
-of the Prime Minister's Iiberary stjle.

Let us first turn to the figures of tradé for
1932. Imports have declined by £158,000,000
compared with the previous twelv€ months, and
exports and re-exports have declined by
approximately £36,500,000. In other words,
the total volume of overseas trade of the country
has declined in value by nearly £195,000,000.
Whilst it is true that the visible balance of trade
has on these figures shown a smaller adverse
balance than in the previous year, this aggregate
decline in our trade can surely not be taken as
a tribute to the results of Government policy.
Even if we take the balance of trade as being an
index to decline or recovery, it must be noted
that the ultimate balance can only be judged
when the figures relating to invisible exports
and imports are available. Whilst last year at
this time figures on this point were available
from many quarters who desired to support a
tariff polu‘y, there is a marked reluctance this
year tofublish them. At the same time, it must
be clear to any impartial person that a fall of
nearly“£2006,000,000 a yéar in our trade has had
a devastating effect upon our shipping, as indeed
is evidenced by the fact are 4,500,000 tons of
British mercantile marine are laid up in our rivers
anfi harbours. The receipts, therefore, from
shipping services and from insurance will be
bound to show a heavy decline. Moreover, the
big fall in our imports means that we have been
collecting less in interest upon our millions of

By

A. V. ALEXANDER
investments overseas, and [ shall he very much
surprised if the final figures do not show that
we have at least as had an adverse halance of

trade as last vear, 1if no worse
This is in spite of the fact that we huve gone

off the Gold Standard, and that in relation to the
countries which still adhere to that stndard
our manufacturers have a heavy subsidy i their

export prices. Looking at trade at home, there
is certainly little about which to enthuse.  Whilst
there is a slight improvement in certain industries,
iron and steel is still depressed with a total
output of 8,780,000 tons, as compared with
8,970,000 tons in 1931, and 17,230,000 tons in
1929. The shipbuilding trade Rm« had the
worst year probably in living memory, the total
producnon in Great Britain in 1932 being only
191,000 tONS gross, compared with 466,000 tons
.in 1931, the latter figure being the lowest recorded
since the first issue in 1888 of shipbuilding
réturns. Without going into the detals of all
the other trades, the unemployment fgures
published in the January Manistry of Lahour
Gaszette are sufficient indication. There are

330,000 unemployed in the various sections of
the mining industry, over 200000 1n the
engineering industry, 45,000 in the mutor

mduslry 350,000 in the textile trades, 390,000
in the building and contracting trades, and no
less than 225,000 in the distributive trades
The unemployment figures have, in fact,
increased, if one makes allowance for the change
in the basis of the published figures and for the
increasing unemployment in uninsured in-
dustries, by not less than 350,000 since the
advent of the so-called ' National ™ Govern-
ment. Even the published figures 1 the
Ministry of Labour Gazette show a total of
over 2,700,000.

Perhaps, the value of the message of the Prime
Minister to the working classes can best be
assessed by a reference to the Poor Law figures
According to the Ministry of Labour Gazette, the
total number of persons in receipt of domiciliary
relief in Great Britain in Septembper, 1932, was
1,254,677, compared with 952,744 in September,
1931, an increase of over 300,000. I hope that
this- huge army will feel duly impressed by the
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individual or group to debauch the cominunity
by their immorality, nor cair 1f allow the stability
of the State to be endangersd by the violent
attack of a minority.

Under a democratic svstem such as our own-—
imperfect though it is—we accept rule“hy the
majority. That s to say, We acknowledge that
the majority are entitied to impose their will
upon the minority, however unpleasani that
process may prove for the minority. We have
developed our Parliamentary and eiectoral system
as the means for working out the wishes of the
majority. But such a system would soon break
down and prove quite intolerable unless as 2
matter of principle it was accepted as the right
of every person to challenge any act or opinion
of the majority freely and publicly without let
or hindrance, provided, of course, that the
challenge was by peaceful means and waa not
such as to interfere with the safety of the
community. It is this fundamental " right of
protest upon which all minorities must insist
and which -has been-acclaimed as one of the
special virtues of our own ceuntry. Ifi many .

Niropean countries it has -been conspicuous
by its absence as, for instance, in ltaly to-day.
There may be times wheyi the -position of the
country demands rigorous™iitasures even-in
this matter ; the whole RKational safety might
be imperilled by the -unbridled misrepresenta-
fions of the Press, but no such circumstance is
likely to arise in a period of Governmental
inaction or reaction”such as we are witnessing
to-day. ¢

But we must be careful to distinguish between
the necessity for repressive measures in the

—cgise of National safety—if ever such a case

were 8, arise—and the desire of the majority
to repress agitation or protest against their
particular theories of Government or against
the existing econofhic or social system.

The agitation or protest with which Tom Mann
was concerned was in this latter class, and
however little sympathy we may feel with. the
Communist doctrine we must see that our
?mlgoninm to Communism does not lead us
into a repression of free speech and the right
of free meeting.

There is nothing illegal in holding or calling
a meeting of protest against the existing order
of things, nor is such a meeting rendered illegal
because some .rowdy elements may invade it
and cause disturbances, or because the Police
may choose to attempt to disperse it by the use
of force.

‘Tom. Mann’s- association with the National
Unemployed Workers’ Movement was not
illegal, nor is that movement itself illegal. Any

THE 1.ARGUR MAGAZINE

persons, whether Commuiusts ot not, have a
right to present a petition to Parliament against
their giievances whatever they may be.

How, then, can there be any possihility"
Tom Mann going to prison for three months ?

Under the antiguated law of Edward I11. (1360)
provisions were made by which Justices of the
Peace couid ** Take of all them that be not of
good fame, where they shall be found, sufficient
surety and mainprise of their good behaviour
towards the King and his people and the other
duly to punish to the intent that the people be
not by such rioters or rebels troubled nor
endangered® nor the peace blemished nor
merchants nor others passing by the highways
of the realms disturbed.” ‘The reason for this
Act was the recent return from abroad of soldiery
who had no accupation and who were roaming
the countryside as pillagers and robbers and it
was desired to suppress these men. In the
words of the Statute: “ All those that have
been pilfrs And robbers in the parts beyond the
seas, and be-now come again.and go wandering
and will“fiot labour as they were wont in time
past.” If these men Wi “unwilling to be bound
over or could not find sureties for theiragood
behaviour they were=copsidered safer in prison.
This ancient statute has been applied from time
to time through*the five and a half centuries
that havé elapsed siffce it became law, and it
has been discovered by the ruling classes to be
a useful tool for suppression of political agitation,
so that its powers are now said to have become
part of the general Law and are not limited in
any way to ‘* pillors and robbers 7’ but cover
the case of any person however good a citizen,
provided a magistrate can he found who, in the
words of the Home Secretary, is satisfied that
the evidence is such as to justify & reasonable
apprehension that a breach of the peace is likely
to endte.”

‘The argument of the Government with regard
to Tom Mann runs like this.

He was connected with the Communists ;
there had been hunger marches organised by'the
N.U.W.M.,, and as a result of these there had
been demonstrations in London which the
Police had been called upon to disperse, and
which on dispersal had shown violence, and
breaches of the peace had been committed.

Another series of demonstrations in support
of sending a petition to Parliament was being
organised by the N.U ‘W .M., of which Tom Mann
was an official. - The Police thought that if they
were held there might again be disturbances
but that if Tom Munn was bound over or
::Plriwmd the likelihood of disturbances would

ess.

s

= dseader of the
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This argument can be used in connection with
any person organising or addressing a demonstra-
tion at which absolute peacefulness cannot be
@a:ranteed. In times of Wistress and political
unrest no one, not even a member of the National
Goycrnmenl, can guarantee that a demonstration
against grievances will be absolutely peaceful.
The only option, therefore, for an organiser
or speaker who is bound over by a magistrate,
must be either to stop the demonstration or risk
the possibility of some disturbance with
consequent forfeiture of a sum of money probably
greatly in excess of his whole worldly possessions.
In effect, since no man can guarantee the
behava_our of a large meeting, this would
necessitate the cancelling of the demonstration,
and FhaF, of course, is the Government’s object —
an indirect way, through pressure on some
prominent individual, of prohibiting demonstra-
tions which cannot legally be prohibited.

The Home Secretary has stated most naively
that Tom Mann and his colleague could have
c'onsen!ed to be bound not to do that which there
Was no ;vidcnce they had ever done—that is,
to commit a breach of the peace or allow one to
be committed. Apart altogether from the fact
that no decent citizen of any party would consent
to such an indignify—no Man could.do it with
safety since no-man can stop a breach of the peace
at a demonstration, especially, if—as might have
been, the case—the Police were ordered to
disperse. the demonstration by force. In fact,
it would be possible for the breach to arise
simply owing to Police interference which
clearly neither Tom Mann nor any other organiser
of the demonstration could control )

In these circumstances, rather than attempt,
as the tools of the Government, to prevent the
unemployed taking part in perfectly legitimate
demonstrations, Tom Mann, at 76, and his
colleague chose to go to prison for three months,
a_nd by their action they have vindicated the
right to free speech and free meeting. They
refused to function vicariously as agents of the
Government to stop the demonstrations which
were protests against the Government's policy,
and for !ﬂat refusal they have been punished.

«<Perhaps one of the most interesting features
of the Home Secretary’s apologia written to the
2 X Opposition, was his quite
unintentional admission of the political character
of this prosecution. Those who recall the
Campbell case in 1924 will remember with what
vehemence the then Labour Attorney-General
‘was attacked because it was suggested that in
the matter of the prosecution of an alleged
Communist he had yielded to political pressure.
The Home Secretary now tells the leader of the
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Labour Party that ** with the approv.il oo rhe
Attorney-General and of myself the Diector
of Public Prosecutions accordingly apphed 1o
the Chiel Magistrate for process.” That st
say, that this matter was not dealt with as a mere
question of breach of the peace and a devisim
by the Law Officer as to whether stepd should he
taken to launch a prosecution, hut rather as &
political issue to which a Cabinet Mimster gave
his approval. There can be hetle doubt but
that it 18 part of a regular campaign of repression
of antagonistic political views

Mr. George Lansbury, m s letter oo the
Home Secretary, pointed out that voi ot
stop demonstrations of protest by puttme the
organisers in_prison You must
cause of the Protest, or else allow the
to continue until public opuon can decide upon
their merits, either by that unscen atmosphere
of sympathy or disapproval which 1s sometimes
easily recognisable, or ¢lse by the method of the
Ballot Box

At the present time there can be no doubt
that the actions of the Mational Government
are gravely=disquieting to gredt numbers ot the
population in addition to those who count
themselVes as Socialists. A (Government clecred
ostensibly to preserve the capitahise sysfem hag
chosen to make tself the champron of reaéfion
and of class legislation. The grave problem of
the care and help of the unemploved i< passed
over to private charity with a cheque tor £10.000 '
It is no good for the Government (o attempt 1o
force through their anti-working-class legislation
or to justify their shirking of the responsibility
to deal with unemployment by resorng o
repressive measures Such a procedure will not
only fail but may have the d
reinforcing those very elements which are
undesirable and which the Home Secretary has
by such wealth of advertisement, magnitied out
of all proportion to their true importance

Many people stated after the last election that
so large a majority as the electars gave o the

remone ihe

Protests

astrous effect of

National (Government  Wwas unhealthy \ll
majorities based upon musrepresentanon must
of course, be unhealthy. 1t the feeling of fear
at the evident swing of public opinion resulting

bility to cope with

from the Government's ina
the situation, combined with the arrogance ol a
Ministry backed by a huge uninterested and
mechanical majority that has led to these efforts
to suppress free speech and free meetings and
to the intensification of Police action as a weapon
of repression. It may be that as the Government
approaches more nearly its dissolution 1t will
more and more attempt to repress it$ opponents
in the belief that such a step may prolong its life
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that is one of the greatest handicaps which the
workers' orgamsations have to meet in dealing
with this question. But none the less, it is
certainly true that millions of workers have been
displaced as a consequence of improved methods
of productivity, without being able to find an
outlet for their labour in other forms of
employmen?

This -Conference is Tneeting in & period of
economic crisis. The trade depression continues
i full blast and brings in its train unemploymen?
and misery. In a world of plenty, millions of
our fellows are suffering dire penury and
hardship, many are menaced by actual starvation.
They are poor because science and invention
harnessed to industry- bave so increased the
productivity of labour that we produce more
than the present inequitable and uneconomic
system of distribution enables us to consume.
There is this disequilibrium between production
and consumption. Mass production goes on
without any regard being paid to mass
consumption. The gesult is. glut on the one side
and mass poverty and -unemployment on the.
ther. The historic method of the employers
has been to curtail and-restrict production by
all sorts of dévices—cartels;-output arrangements,
methods of that kind, whietrshow that they are
the real eiponenisroj what in” Great Britain is
called ca’canny, although, they are very ready
to cl the workmen with adopting methods
of restricting output. - %

The demasd of labour is that side by side with
the increase of productivity, there should be a
reduction in hours of labour and an increase in
the purchasing power of the people.  Unless
that_policy is adopted it will be impossible to
avoid-;the recurrent crises of unemployment,
even supposing the world depresgion passes,
which, of course, is by no means certain. We
are in the depth of a depression at the present
time which renders it more than ever necessary
that we should attempt to adopt this policy of
shorter working hours and increased purchasing
power as 800N as we can. 1 have noticed that a
number of the employers and indeed some
governments are contendinj that the time to put
this policy of a reduction o% hours into operation
is not the present, but in a period of prosperity.
1 think that is a very intangible matter. 1 do not
know when the period of prosperity is likely to be

hed, and the proposal is the
proposal of the workers, namely, that the hours
of work should be reduced now.

It is the insistence of the organised workers
which has forced the demand for a 4o-hour
week (five days) to the forefront. 1 think that
point ought to be remembered. There is a
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good deal of misapprehension about, and to-day
it is being assumed by many people that the
initiative for the reduction of hours, which
brought about this conference, lies with @2
Ialian Government. While T do not wish to
detract from the efforts of any body, whether it
be the Italian o1 any other government to carry
sut a necessary reform, I do want to emphasise
that the initiative lay with the workers”
organisations themselves. It was in rgjo that
the International Federation -of Trade Unions
advocated in its programme for meeting the
economic crisis, the principle of the 40-hour
week of @ve days. The subsequent steps by
which the demand of the workers was tabulated
at the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, the consideration which was
given to it by the Unemployment Committee
of that organisation, these are all referred to in
the International Labour Office report which
you have before you.

It is not my function to allude to this report
in detail. That will probably be done by
Comrade. Jouhaux. The’ fact that the universal
adoption” of a 4o-houry(five day) week raises
many difficult_problems of application, is, of
course, quite clear to everyone:= The purpose of
this conference will e to examine the best
manner in _which such application can be
achieved. For example, it will have to be
considered whether a single convention, similar
to the Washington Convention can be framed
and applied effectively ; whether something more
flexible will have to be devised : whether the
proposed convention should apply to industry
only or whether it should also embrace commerce
am{oﬁ'lcea. Then, indeed, can any Convention
be satisfactory to the workers unless it definitely
safeguards their wages and their standard of
life? The Workers' Group of the Governing
Bodyrand of the Unemployment Committee of
the International Labour Office have taken a
viewpoint on some of these questions which no
doubt will be expounded to you. -

It is to obtain a united policy on the part~
of the workers' representatives, that the
International Federation of Trade Unions has

d this Conf . Tam fident you
will bring to bear upon these problems the
wealth of experience which your services in the
cause of labour have enabled you to accumulate.
I wish you the fullest success in your
deliberations. However mundane it may be
to get down to a detailed examination of these
questions, we have to remember that this is an
occasion which may be decisive in the history
of the Movement for the reduction of hours of
work.

-

Liberty of Speech and Meeting

SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS, M.P.

IRST of all let us get a clear idea of what

we mean by Liberty. Liberty is a

much abused term agq may often mean
) little more than personal licence ; it is
in this sense that we hear so much about the
Liberty of the Individual from the anti-Socialists.
All liberty in a truly free country must be
exercised by the individual so as to preserve the
liberty of others, and a wise community will so
regulate the lives of its people as to allow the
individual the maximum of personal freedom
consonant with the good of his neighbours, that
is, of the community as a whole. .

This should be the aim and object of good
government and it does not entail that individuals
should be allowed to exploit the community
freely. Exploitation by individuals er classes
deprives the whole community of its freedom,
just as fhe exploitation of a clasg“'by the
community may result in the virtual enslavement
of that class.— = =

Our object should be g0 to contsetie econom:
life of the country as to eliminate to the maximum
degree possible this exploittion of individual by
individual or of class by class. This Social control
climinates individual licence but creates individual
liberty. If we can be sure that each person in
the community is freed from the strangling
compulsion of the day-to-day fight for life, we
can also be sure that he will have the liberty to
develop and enjoy the higher and better side of
life. It is in the cultural development of human
society that we. must have freedom, and to obtain
this freedom we must control the economic life
of the community.

A good example of the specious arguments
that are employed by the Capitalist on the subject
of Liberty for the working classes is to be found
in the present discussion as to the legalising of
Totalisators upon Dog Race Tracks. Totes

.{% Dog.sace tracks have been broadly declared
illegal though the State has legalised the same
form of betting on Horse race courses. This,
-says the Capitalist, is making one law for the
rich and another for the poor ; you allow the
rich to waste their money at Horse races, why
should not you allow the poor the same privilege ?
There is another point, says the Capitalist;
Dog race tracks are nof illegal, they give employ-
ment and amusement ; why should they not be
allowed to carry on their usiness as they ‘and

their customers wish >

you are depriving “hen
of their freedom, their hberts  This ingenions
argument, unfortunately. deceives mar

The Caputalist 15 interested in making 0
on his eapital nvested i Dog race tracks
as he 1s on the money invested 10 Brewe
Licensed Premises  T'he more people he oa
persuade to bet or drink the hetter tor b

business. He clmms the Liberty o be al
to persuade anyone he can. by the means e
thinks best, to waste their money in this way
regardless of 1ts effect on wives, hushunds, and
above all, children, who suffer a vl by the
loss of the money he takes  Those whom
allowed to exploit cannot atford 1o waste
money on betting and drinking s the nihocar
every penny of it s mﬁm tor  th&hgre

necessities of life

The time may come when eeon i reetom
has been won and individuals will have a surplus
that can be used for their personal recieatiod

_but it can never he pight or consistent enrh

true liberty 1o alidw this desire for persona
recreation o be exploited for fhe purpos of
private gain At the present tme tor the Stare
to encourage the werkers 1o spend their mone
on gambling for the heneht of Dog race 114
profiteers, with 4 certamn rake off evers time ton
the profiteer, 1= not in the remotest i
encourage libertv T8 enslaving the worker
and their famibies to all Kinds o povert dise s
and cnme

That, then, s not the true conception of [ibert

but rather of legally encouraged Licenie an
we must not be decerved by such arguments
I'he Capitahst alwavs dehights to appeal €
sentsment of equal opportumity for the wo
s0 long as 1t costs hum nothing. or v ever enables
him to explont the workers. as it
abundantly 1f the lotes were to he

for Dog race tracks

But when we leave the economic sphere !
the polincal or cultural sphere the danger of
economic exploitation disappears and free choice
of action by the individual 1s less lable to have
disagreeable repercussrons for hus neighbours or
the community. There are stll, however, broad
lines within which the State must restrain this
freedom of action, apart altogether from the

neral restraint of cnminal actions agamnst
individuals. The State cannot allow any
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before the plans lly proposed by this
conference can be put into effect. Meanwhile,
the reduction of hours is almost a self-evident
reform. . Distribute the work and maintain the

\But more wages mean higher prices—
xlhh‘ according to employers of labour. Their

plus those of governments, meant
that a quorum was not reached on many points.
(The Standing Orders of the Conference had
stipulated that half the total sumber of
svailable must be given to form a'quorum).
opinion ‘has been expressed that rules must be

P ve made a calculation thst the
meanest_ intelligence could grasp. Asserting
that waged-formed 50 per cent. of manufacturing
costs, the increase in these would be 1o.per cent.,
if you increased the number of workers by the
20.per cent. required by the hours’ redugtion to

duced for these conferences whereby all
those delegates' taking part ‘must vote either
for or against and will not be allowed to abstain.
Such questions as the following were then
idered - whethier the e b c]xmlldbe
renewable |

of short dérnﬁon and if nécessary
)

40 per week. I8 there not, h , 8 g
icti ic experts that an

among
upward movement of prices would help the

must be
its guilel The ion was thet if a
law was passed which fixed the limit of working
hours as proposed, undertakings would be
deprived of facilities for adapting work-time to
fluctuations in demand | So that app 1

of

world to recover from its present _‘depmuion 2.
% heciilee of

One arg

what should be' adopted in its
pplication ; wheth ial provision should
be made togneet the of railways b distinct
from other forms of tvansport; how much
overtime should be allowed ; should small

blish ¢ ing under ten: s)

be inchaded ; should comirieree and offices be
d b ?

y & sep
“The last session of the Conférence was devoted
ion of ised

to 4 iderat a of the
proceedings drawn up by th ce. 'The

there should be a eliding scale of hours, working
ing to salea obtained This

& fow isolated
cases, where owing to a influx of tradé,
50 and “‘more hours, are &n{worked

- There is sot apace cnoygh to_refer to ‘what .

might ‘e , such as

to otfier

parts~ of - the. ‘0 , - of finding housing
accommodation; ;o @n‘ﬂm extra skilled men
and supervisors, of-certain technical operations
which could not ‘come under any shift system.
t was, not dehied: there would be certain
difficulties in the way of carrying out the reform,
but m glfut, industry has always been able to
to-shorter working hours, and it is

: to_presume could do so again. It
of being willing to try to

accommodite industry, and in the face of the.

lling extent of unemployment, an attempt

was | 5 V

Having 3 by a majority :of "vates that a

uction of w n --}ip\-"rw-:_me-un'whi;h
would assist in dimunishing unemployment, the
Conference took a vote on the following definite

: Should a Cor ion be aimed at by
rthe I | -Labour Conference ? e
result was : for, 18 governments and 18 workers ;
against, 3 governments and 18 employers,

This proyoked a declaration from the
employers that/in the-future they wotild abstain
from voting . on -:memd They
would not agree to any part in drawing
convention. Much better would it have
had they then’ withd from the Conife
When record votes were taken later, their

upa
been

the Of
ployers then again stated ﬁ_nt in their opinion
_it was a practical tmpossibifity to continue further
“with the proposal for @sgeduction of hours of
labour, and intimated. that the fact eftheir
presencé must in ®o way be~interpreted as
prejudging their future affitude j the consideration
of the _problem. iz continued. at justification
they have-for l.hmlklu‘ that. the matter is now
et TR ) P

expressed on behalf of-the Workers” Group that
positive results have been obtained. The idea
of the reduction of hours of work and of the

g e B
wor! as a gemedy for loymeat  have
been accepted by a majority;which includes the

ts of the chief industrial couatries of
mﬂ: one single regrettable exception
(narrety that of Great Britain).

A last word regarding the eon;nposition( of th«;
Conference : Representing 35 nationa. (0.0
58 affiliated to, the 1.L.0.), 162 persons were
present, of whom' 74 were d who had
voting power. No delegation was present from
cither the United States or the U.S.8.R., although
they had been specially invited. They, however,
sent letters exgrunng their -8, lxh::i;the
objects of the fe Briti kers were
represented by “the following members of the
General Council :— ¥

Mr. A. Hayday. Mr, G. Hicks, M.P.
Mr.‘E., Bevin. Mr. A. Shaw.
Mr, E. Edwards. Mr. A.-B. Bwales,

Mr. J. Hallsworth.

|

N

Q,n;ia true.to say
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Mr. W. J. Bolton (T.U.C. International
Department) was secretary 'to the delegation.
As President of the International Federation
Trade Unions, Mr. Walter M. Citrine
ided at the Workers! Conference, which
decided on policy.
Thus the first stage has been passed in the

struggle for the go-Hours reform  [he oo

8 will be in June when an intense struygyle
will take place for a Conventon 11 the workers
are as successful as on the present occasion

it is possible that a meacure will | sssed why
later will come before the varnous Parli ents

of the world for their ratification

The Workers’ Case for Shorter Hours
By
WALTER M. CITRINE

General Secretary of the Trades Union Congress and President of the International
Federation of Trade Unions

HE purpose of this Conference, as you
are all aware from the ci which
was sent out by Comrade Schevenels,
is to consider the urgent need for the

reduction of working hours as a means of fighting
the crisis and unemployment. Wes have to
mobilise working-class gpinion as_represented
by the Tride Unions of the various countries.
This conference hag not been restricted to the
organisations “whoesre dirgZtly affiliated to the
International . Federation of ~Trsde  Unions
There are other organisations present who are
not affiliated, but who are none the less in
general agreement with the line of policy and
the programme which the International
Federation has drawn up.

We, I think, are completely united on the
necessity for reducing the hours of the toilers,
giving them more leisure and opportunity for
cultural development and raising the standard
of life to the Eighat possible level. That, of
course, is not.a new ideal and has been the
principle of Trade Unionism since its inception
Difficult as the task of accomplishing this has
been, if we look back for the last few decades
we can se¢ a steady progress, particularly in the
more_ highly industrialised countries. From
60, 70, 80 and even more hours per week, hours
of labour have been reduced until to-day I think
that 48 hours or even less are the
“genéral rule in industrial occupations in many

: . 1

- yers an
“have usually been found resistant to the rightful

aspirations of labour in this matter. They have
almost invariably pnin‘;ed a lurid picture to
explain the inability of industry to survive a
curtailment of working hours,

We have had in Great Britain several classic
examples of that. During the. time when we

were attempting to reduce hours o work
Great Britain from ten to mine per Jay the
employers found an_advocate in an Oxford
professor, known as Nassau Semor, who came
fofward and proved mathematcally thar the

whole of the employers’ profits lay in Hwdae
hour of work —in the tenth hour of work  He
demonstrated that if hours of labour.wgre reduced
by curtailing the working day by one hour, it
would mean the disappearance enfirely of the
employers’ profits.  Well, the hours of awatk
were reduced fromden hours to niné, and Jespite
the present trade depression.” T think the
employers in Great Britain and in sther o
are still doing busipess 1n & way that ha
good results fnr themselves

I mention that because 1 have no doubt we
shall find that at the forthcoming Conference of
Governments, employers and workers, 1t will e
argued that it 18 mathemat ally impossihle 1
reduce the hours of labour matenally withour
some very dire consequences to industry T'he
example of Great Britain in that respect ma) e
remembered. The employers have nvanably
roved to be wrong, and on cvery ociasion

industry has rapidly adjusted itself 1o the change
in the working hours  Production has inc reased
and labour costs have certainly heen lowered
Indeed, the enormous increase n productivity
is one of the principal causes of the vas

unemployment which exists to-day

I am sure that those of you who have read
through the very ample report which has been
produced ' by the International Labour Office
on Hours of Work and Unerployment will have
appreciated the tremendous degree to which

ionalisation, improved hods of technique,
have caused unemployment. Itis perfectly true
that there is no exact das on the subject, and




Cut Working Tiume, Not Wages'
mJTdmh.swmdm IL.G., ot which the Gavernmants, the

x"h-' employers were represenied, on the

nh'cﬁ-:l'lnvndwo'rl. (Anhtmmtdghcmhgimupg‘iﬂd.).‘
Conference was preceded by a meating held by the International Federation
:ﬁuﬁwu, at which lludt"-dc:((lu workers delegations io the [.L.C. was

h. & f article Mr. Arthur Hayday, British workers’ representotive,
Mﬁ%-qﬂhliﬂ. anf:z:ta .y , 3
s artide Ib . fullamrid st of € . sekivared
by Mr. Watter * Cibrine, Erasidont of LF.T.Us ct the gathering held by that bod.
SHORTER HOURS —LESS UNEMPLOYMENT
. By "
ARTHUR HAYDAY
British Workers' Delegate,. and member of the 1.L.0. Gevarriing Body

Intertiitional Federstion of Trade pumbers of men in W nt who are oo

TU:::I.M credit is due for the conyening @hort time.  But.the 1.1°0. havg calgulated that

; t i Conference  ofice the jo-hgur week is-dgreed upon, the
number of workers, whether on full or short
at least 10 per c’ﬁ:.

n mind this fact and the very instructions
received from the C - thet ahe
Up il m maintenance of wages she nw‘l-!d. d by
hours was claimed on social, hygienic and  the Conference as a basis for the discussions.
eason  now The other workem' representatives, however,

while acknowledging that wage standards
be upheid, Were Not averse (0 separating the
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two. questions. They were not ble
to the maintenance of wage standards being
made an absol dition of the di ﬁx
ow was it ible, they argued, to an
‘temnioml p::.nd:rd? What . government
could lay down a level of tages calculated
as being equitably comparable to that in
other nations ? Would it rot be better to get
the reduced hours and let Trade Union
action see to the maintenance of the wage

standards. The British delegati h
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On behalf of the British Workers' delegation,
and in order to make their position clear, I ther
made the following declaration, which was
included in the Conference records, as 1 had
voted with the other Labour delegates in favour
of the Governments’ resolution : —

“ We would have preferred the clearer
language of the Workers' resolution, but us
two governments, in response to the direct
tons put to them, have said that there 1s

3& that their demand should be brought
ore the Conference, and eventually the
Workers’ Group agreed to letting it go before
the Conference in their name. Meanwhile,
the governments had got to work because they
knew that sericus consequences might arise in
their coyntries should they imply by their
rejection 0f the British workers’ claim that they
believed wage dards could not be maintaincd
A compromisé resolution was drawn up, which in
somewhat ambiguous terms, ac , that
wages must not be loweged. It is worth while
to quote the two Matiors : —

“Workzrs' REsoLUTION,
« 7" That discussion on the project of a 40-hour
" wogk_Comsestion shall eed on the Basis

that or salary standards shall
not md’;{.ﬂu reduction of

)

B
Lz

[ty f

GOVERNMENE 'S Resor¥tion
canigiticg. presented to Conference Tuesday,
January 17, 1938 '~

it ix ome of the measures which would contribute
t
“ The Conference therefore decides " to

3

examine  ils d  aspects, taking the
~ questions raised in Part 2 of the conclusion
of the Report of the Office as the of its

, in order to reach an arr t

a wew fo : the
matntenance the :ﬂ-‘. oﬁ:';?knf the
e ear i

The two resolutions were put to the vote ,
© aFmdpted- for, 32 against du‘km resolution
Theré ~ were also 17 abstentions.
governmental resolution passed by 41 votes
againat 23, with 7 abgtentions. Included in the
vo-*t.w-thnohhelti&h(;mmm‘
representative d

The

no vital difference of intention or principle
but only of phraseology between the Workers'
resolution and that of the Governments, we
have, on that understanding, while keeping
ourselves free to decide what our action shall
be in June when we see the actual terms in
which the draft international measure s
presented, decided to vote for the Governments'
resolution.”

There is no doubt that the persistent attitude
of the British workers caused the formulation of
the Governments’ resolution, which acknowledges
that whatever international measure is passed,
it must be framed ¢o that its application will fiot
injure the standard of life of the workers.

These resolutions were submitted to the
Conference after days of debates had taken place
on the general qiiestion of the reduction of hours
of labour. Every conceivable argument was
used by employers and certain governments to
prove that it was impracticable. It was alleged
that the evids so far ooll 1 was lusive
and that the figures in the Report which the
LL.O. had issued on the subject were unreliable.
A fair answer to this contention was given by the
Director of the International Labour Office.
Whije he admitted that the statistical information
produced was inadeq he reminded the
Conference that Death existed in the world
before there were mortality statistics. But
nobody tried to slacken the fight against disease
and death, because he had not got sufficient
statistics in regard to it. But leaving analogies
aside, one might reasonably ask whether the
workers have not a right to demand from the
employers themselves conclusive proof that
reducing hours would work harmfully instead of
beneﬁc_ic!ly It will, of course, alwnjys be

ble: to i Reaote .

evidence, 8o Ionrg as there exists no democratic
control of undertakings.

It was likewise maintained by various speakers
that the question of unemployment was an

economic c;::. that it was necessary first to find

the problems which will come
before the World Economic Conference. The
ob¥ious reply is that it will take a very long time
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Tur L anors MacAzivy
4 v~ owt I purases 1!
est o0 A wainst the foll and  neom-
P the N I overnment
Banuds ed atintervals, notable amosgthem t
andd ot che o \ 1t of Compositors
Iy rohirecuon sticicned AN inefining
t P bl decutaed for the
. thoshogans Phey foooed - deeply
Tessin jecl desson i the enormon
poss wowork eraton, and

and

. striking  tnibute 10 the  abily
husiasn with  which  the  Co-operative
ement s directed to-day

220 pm the chief marshals, Mr E P
Lirnies and Mr R T Windle, gave the signal
e hands struck up  the horsemen shook ther
with a cheer from the assembled
nstrators stepped smartly off
['he route lay through the streets of the
wealth Along Northumberland Avenue, Pall
Precadiily the windows of the big
clubs  were naculate with white

s €4 SOMIE ANEETINg

« aneasy, all wondening
{ the ir hio bt
{ 1 thronged the side

THE LABOUR MAGAZINE

walks werce alight with a different kind of wonder,
in which shone new symptoms of hope and
encouragement

It was necessarily a slow march. Eighty
.unnsand people cannot  make much pace
through a city where, even on a Sunday, the
traffic is not light. But the marshals did their
job valiantlv, and there was no unnect ry
“ hanging up.” Even then it took two full
hours for the marchers o pass a given point.

Everybody was cheerful - one would have
searched the faces of the demonstrators in vain
for a symptom of weariness or horedom
Veterans full of years and honour in the move-
ment trudged blithely along, and comparing
notes, agreed that this was the most impressive
of the many demonstrations of the kind in
which they had taken part. Young people
swung proudly by. Husbands and wives

marched side by side. Here and there tiny .

children were carried by parents whose arms,
at the end of the march, must have ached more
than their legs.

And there were side shows. During one of
the halts somebodv noticed, ensconced in the
how window of a cluh, four porfly gentlemen
who gazed upon the procession with tolerant
smiles i which there was something a trifle
overstirdied.  They appeared to converse : from
time to time thep-gesticulated gently with their
coronas, pointing out to one another, it scemed,
something which they thought not unworthy of
being savoured by their exquisite sense of
humour. Butsomebody in the procession also had
asense of humour, and gazing upon the portly
ones, he began to laugh. Others followed his
glance, and also began to laugh. The laughter
grew, and swept in a cheerful roar along twenty
yards of the procession. 'The expression on the
faces of the fat men faded : over their complexion
swept a hue of rich anger and surprise : it passed
from crimson to purple, until they shone there
in their club window like a bevy of prize beet-
roots w a cucumber frame. Four fine and
fruity old English gentlemen.  What  more
could one ask for as a spot of comic relief

In the Park the marchers found the enormons
throng of comrades who had made their own
way to the rendezvous. The eight platforms

_Stood out like islets in a vast sea of humanity

I'he speeches began ~telling indictments of the
folly and callousness of the Government in its
dealings  with the unemployment situation
Applause swept over the assembly : applause
mingled with huge laughter at some of the
particularly shrewd hits. The wind rose; a
thin, chill drizzle began to fall ; dusk hung
the air; but no one deserted the platforms

and still the marchers came o denser
denser array, their hanners tossing o o
in the strengthening hreeze

At 4-45 pm. a bugle ble P

platform the Churman read the resolinion ot
protest. ‘T'he bugle Dlew zam aul
resolution  was put. Hundreds of  dhionsands

of hands shot into the ar . quarter of 4l

voices (for thousands were snll marddong o

roared " Ave I There was no dissent

Then the crowds moved ot 1 Lt
advance of the rest of the marchers Dusk lul
Jong set in hefore the last of the Tunners was
borne up the slope, by a reargiard s cheertul

i their bearing as van had been earlicr
the day

[hat, of course, was oot the end  Other
demonstrations are bemnw held throughont the
length and breadth of the country, I then
when the suffrages of the workers have been
collected, the Government will be presented
with the sentence of condemnation which 1
has drawn on iself

But that is not the whole of the sty
February 5 saw not merely a display of
working-class unity : it witne: a mighty
refreshment of that spirit which has wrought
many notable changes in the past, and has some

everr more tremendous changes to account for
in the future

“International
Trade Union Library”

A serics of pamphlets published by the

International Federation of Trade Unions,

which give an historical survey of the

development of the trade union movements
of the various countries

IsT SERIES.
No. 1. The Trade Union Movement in
Belgium, by C. Mertens ... . i -
No. Ihe Trade Union Movement of
Great Britain, by Walter M. Citrine 1 6
No. 4 5. Twenty-five Years of International H
Trade Unionism, by [. Sassenbach 146 |
No. 6. The Trade Union Movement of |
Sweden, by Sigfrid Hansson 4
No.7 8. The Trade Union Movement of
Germany, by Richard Seidel 18

28D SERIES.
No. 1/2. The Protection of Young Workers 1/6

All pablications of the I.F.T.U. are now obtainable
from the Pablicity Department of the Trades Union
Congress, Smith Square, London, S.W.1
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The Hyde Park Rally: Iebruary g

NE of the less hanal of the cossipme e
who do their morming capers
capitalist Press, glanced besone 1l
contines  of - Clond-cocktal-Land - one

fine  Sunday, amd beheld spertacle, e
mere  telling of which  would, as he o ver
well knew, canse hilblains o Bely v oand
Maslair

But he seems 1o have heen impressedof

course, mna bored sort of wavand sohe ginve

the Hyde Park rallv. i which abont 300,000

New, ol doc 1o Pres e ' ow 1

n
Mol e
AN

el bt s as tar g

Mavtar conld s e enpeted

gttt ey npressive.

sa,000 Urade Unnnsts, Soohisg

Cor o
tmen and waormen, workers and workless, marched
tirough the centie of the great metropolis,

through  swarms  of  spectaars whose  mien

A corner of the crowd in the Park

workers and workless took part, a few languid
before passing on to recount the latest

phra
sensational developments i the manutacture ot
dress shirts. One of his  remarks  deserves
recording it is rather ' marvellous.”

If anv Cabinet Ministers watched vesterday's
Hyde Park demonstration, they must have felr
shightly uneasy ; it was at least guantitatively
npressive

' Slightly uneasy ! 7 Yes, the good ger
were slightly uneasy, and understanding ther
symptoms better than the cause, demonstrated
their uneasiness by transforming Hyde Park
into what one newspaper called an armed camp.
with all those interesting accessories of modern
police work of which we hear so much whenever
another smash-and-grab merchant gets away
with it, and the * Yard " has to be white-washed

lemen

showed that they, at any rare, found the spectacle
more  than  guanttatively ampressive Apart
from  the marchers more  than 100,000
demonstrators had - gathered in Hyde  Park
this is quite a quantay for o rather boisteronus
Sunday n
worker s only oo ghid to o
lewsure o fis ownoway

But a4 certan summons had gone out, and s

Druary,  when,  ordinanly, the
the most of s

urgeney was clear to the hearts amd minds of
the thousands of those working folk who, at any
rate, are not 1o he scared by the prospect of @
little sacrihee from paving ther debt to a grea
canse held 1 common

This gave the spectacle its quahiny, this made
when

it memorable s one of those accasions
the portents of coming change have been made
of political

clear to all observers whose s
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Ut SR el
saould net bs allowed %o pass. He sald:

2

Refsronce ta the text of the Lands Trust Ordinanse shows that

tae Colomial Secretary was herc indulging in another guooressls

yord.

Tho seetion explieitly says that ..."us lease or llcence

“ghe BRouse will be surprised to learn...thst the (Lends
Tiust) Ordinance itself...provides that lcases may be
g:lm of land which 1s not for the time being 1ln
efiglal eccunatien of natives, up te °O years in
sertaia easss, without any provisioen being made as to
leénd being added to the reserve as compensation. Ir
ve were dealing with land which at this moment was net
astually beinl oesupled the natives, lal” wnich had
aet & native sitting on 1t, I, of the devernor of V
YTenya, eould, witheut any breach of this Ordlnance, give
a surface lease for 79 years without adding a quarter
ef am 2¢re te the reserve. Hew ridiculous, therefors,
ic this charge of breadni of f.ith." .

of or in respeot of any land in any native reserve
shall be granted unless the Central Beard is satisfied,
after refersmge te the appropriate leocal Board, that 3
the fellewing oendition has been coiplied with, namely:-

(a)That the prepesal to gran} such leace or licence

has deen brought tef the metise of the Local Native
Ceuncil and of the matives ceneerned and that sueh

Leocal Native Counell amd such natlves have had an
eppertunity of mﬂnlu__&boxr v}(nn upen the preposal;l

and in the ecass of & ) that the fcllowing further
eonditions have been-sduplied ¥ith, namely:-

(b) That there is resson te Relleve thst the natives
of the-tribe .fer whi®h such land Nas beca reserved
will derive Demefit, apart frem any vevenue whioh may
sesrus therefrem, frox the grank of such leass;

(@) That the land te be leased 1s not being bemeficlal
esosupied by the natives ef the tribe for which sueh
1and has been reserved, snd ia Re% Jikely, during the

mﬂmmmummﬂmmm

38 or sipovert of sush BAtives;

Previded that in me caseshall any lease or llocemce be
graated whiaeh 1s ebjected to by the Lecal Native Counal
or by dan member of the Leocal Beard ecencerned
witheut prier appreval of the Secretary ef State. *

gir Puilip refvained frem reminding his hearecrs that the Chlsf
Native Commissioner ia Kemya , ia speaking to the Amending Ordi-

nsnee, had salds "It 18 ebvieus, therefere, that in the closely

populated area of Nerth Kavirende, ne lease can ds eo ér-m.od. e

Te sensult them (the matives) weuld be a faree for it 1 unlikely
that they vould Egree whatever cewpensatien vas pald, and tue ge

sppiied to the Gswaeile.”

The e¢lalm with whiech Sir Palldp

-—

4 PRS- ia v i ek
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Sir C. Bottomley.
- : L

Sir J. Shuckburgh,
Perme. US. of S.
Parly. U.S. of S. -




1 am very sorry to have to add to your work.

. (Signed) W. C. BOTTOMLEY




L
The firet is the alleged scheme for

diverting the Yala River. I do not suppose that
there is anything in this rumour, and I rathor hope
not, but I feel sure that if such.a proposel is made
the uestion will be very carefully comsfdered whether
any native shasbas vill be ’gtut.od.

) The other point is . that while there have
lu-um-gh. of natives from theiT lud in the
Wuuuof the.sord, nstives had been ﬂnud
G,M -wu-t. any cupmuy on the part of '

__Miming Ordimance. It ‘would be very helpful if you
‘lﬂd m us have as doﬂnlu & contradiction as is
m* lllqsﬂﬁ of the farcible o jectment
.of m and, &t the same time, information as to
m o shich ouses of the sort have by exceptien
m.dhvmymomantum

; &muqotaug_,mw to my
writing to you in these terms, but at the same time
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"“ Downing Strest.
® 27th February, 1933.
4447 o 471—1_

1 enclose a copy of & lotter with its
enclosure which 1 have had from KcGregor Ross whose
name must be familiar to you and whom 1 introduced

/
— to you on the platform at Liverpool Street whan you

left for Kenya.

The Blue Print to which he refers at the
end of hie letter is that of which we hase asked you
by telegram to try to get uaa copy -

" 1 am not answering his letter, which 1
siggested he should send, in order that 1 might be
able & lay his points before the Secretary of State
in his own words. 1 send you the copy chiefly
in order that you may see the sort of thing whieh

ve are getiing at present, but also to draw your

attention to two points on which I think that

KcGregor Ross really feels that he has & mission.
The

BRIGADIER G ;
SIR Mm. K.C.M.G.,K.B.E.,C.B.
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NOTE;

This plan has been compiled from all available information
obtainable as a guide to persons visiting the Goldfields
and every effort has been made to ensure that it is as
correzt as possible but its accuracy cannot be guranteed.

. KAKAMEGA GOLDFIELD
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- GOVERNMENT HousEe

Kenva Ngiroes
Ne: /4-5 y Kenva'

REG EEH‘-V”E .
- TOARQES
jooL. oF &y

" Pevruary, 1933

' With reference to your telegram No.6% of

' Noj the 23rd Febma‘ry, I have the honour to transmit
. th ldfields t
. PP Of the plan of the Kakamega Goldfields to

which you refer.
- o " "2 - "It is understood that the claims shown on
- 'the plan were inserted on miormatmn supplied by
AR D o B "then owne;‘sdmd in tbis respect the plan is nelther
o - complete nor- Telieble. It wiu be ob'served that
C ‘7' “aws. - -the note on the plan dlsclalms accuracy in“this
. - e connection. ; S
I @ave the nunt;ur to be,
Sir, -~

Your most obedient, humble servant,

e

-
GOVERNOR'S IEPUTY, -

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
L MAJOR SIR PHILIP CUNLIFFE-LIS(ER, P. C., G.B. E., 4C., M.P.,
SECREI'ARY OF 'E FOR '.LHE COLONIES, |

. me)on s.w.




every ampplication is for 100 acres (more t-.han-double 5i®
Albert Kitson's estimated maximum) the total area required
for exelusion would be 1,000 acres or about 1# sax{u% ‘mi les,
Aa*has already been stated, the nvers@ populaf.ﬁ)n”bver the"

i

]

ares is believed to be less ‘r.han 124 to the square miles=
Sn Philip Cuq;).ffe-i.utw'.s o}timate of 300 ’hat.nee whgg = .-
mght be moved so far from being ‘funtaatxca.lly mngphbahl.e

of cautmm . “""".-. L -——"*“‘ «;:'* .t

e -]

=
Few ,,In a pergonal latter to thc Secmwm: Smi =

/ﬁﬂve enclmd a lef:tnf‘?run the Le¥rd-Coimission mllung an T

Vol iterim proriouncement. on the question of adding land to' the
"’"‘/”'/‘fleurve a8 compensation for uyaﬁtd that may be leucd in
the Kakemega area. An‘"ofhmal despatch will follow deal-
“dng with this pronouncenant.
Yours sincgrely,

."

P

-

R CECIL BOTTQMIRY, K.C.M.G., C.B., OVB.E.,
.......... COLONIAL om%
tne STHEET, s. W., 1.

ia baned on khovm condltmns ML{, at all~on the 8idece!

:

'f'r“":;(




COVERNMENT HOUSE
KENYA,

EAST AF®ICA.

@ala River at sundry places for the purposes of obtaining
power lnd for sluicing, but thoao schemee
- before Goverment in any concrete form. ’

i I L - Baragragh 6, - Eﬂuroéxa nothing. vhat.ever fant#stic
: ’in‘ﬂxe  figures 'li aquare miles" and "300 patives

~ Lands Trust Board. - I% has been spproved in pfinuple"j the |

Togal Board and the Prmncml Conmissioner revorts Ahat the
 logal: inhthtants ‘have 1o ob;act:.on of my lortr to the- pro-
poni md thut none o’ﬁhem nll h- m any qy sdverpsly

have not yet come

mcluamg .
" 'thorktﬁuhu moved or parbly imvad" ~ _Sir Albert Kitson ==
: e 3

in hu letter to ..the“"ﬂmu" dated l7th Jmuary afa: -

e d *In the early atagel of defelopment t.heae
< ‘..-,.,.“"" ¥F % "shafts will be equipped with wma’lasaes for |
: - i i g 1 the. Gom- SN e o hauling the matenﬁf d.rock, etc.) out
: R, R, i SR = » "of the shafts. Bus matenal, and the shafts
e . v Bl : . % B 'aheda and huts of the miners will occugy only
: - " gortlona of she total area neede
3 ucrel in ‘each case.

4 the event of a reef proving to be
A :%ﬁuntl large, rich and continuous in

and depth to make. a large mine even-
Y, the nurface required for residences,

; !% plant, etc. uil of course be greater,
2 but the area even then reguired wi ea
: "matter of acrés only - pr’g‘gn
; 40 acres in eaoh case”,

It is not beheved at present That there can be
than a very few upplicatzons for leaaes in the mining

& - at any rato untzl the Carter Commission has reported.

more

are
~ Ten a.pphcltmns ‘seam. to be a vary outside estimate. If

B [ S




" Resolutions 2 and 5. Resolution 2 reada;-

'Great dusatuﬁctlon is felt at the meﬂod

"of assessing compensat ki
*natives ev?%ted.?.....f??.??.?e Pail

'Compmuatlon for housee removed has been very

- This certainly suggests that some huts have been moved, but

no such movement in fac»ﬁseeem to have oceurred. Resolution
5 of the same meeting reads;-

"There is grest. dissatisfacti
revicted b action that_those - d
"shift forytg:g::lsgg virnment are 1‘6?1;1’4},0 i

- Thn is quite a different matter-from yir. NeGregor Rosl'i_.n!ts-
quotahoru—"the great dlssatm!‘»’actmn of those ev1ctad,,

duch amounts to a defxmte statement that perams ﬁve -

t.ﬂ« 'aready ‘been evicteare Thatct(g.l Tresolution aa quot.ed refers
o to ﬂie genﬁ'ul‘pomtmn a8 misunderstood by the meeting con-

o

sequent upon the amendment to the Native La.nda Trust Ordinance
=+ There was never any intention that if an

’31‘--

1y natives were evicted
<=‘they would be left to shift for themselves.

81ves. A8 the Chief
Native Commisaioner explained in hig speech to Legislative

Council arrangements would be made by local authori ties for
their aceommodation.

The: map'...........;

‘ GOVERNMENT HOUSE

KENYA,
EAST AFRICA
L The map to which Mr. McGregor Ross refers could not
possibly "carry conviction" to anyone in the least acquainted
with this subject that there must inevitably have been
"displacement on something approaching the grand scale". The

map is a map of the country and not a map of dlﬂplﬂcemehu,&nd

on-it are marked the boundsrlee of claims, locations and

licences.~ These.do not in themselves necessitate any dis-
plz:;am(ent whatever, ... - “

i The map of populatmn densi ty attached to tae
Native Land Teriure in the North K&v1rond0 Reserve Report
shows quite clearly that the population denalty in Jest
Kakamegn is estimated to be between 100 and 200, although it
is true that in the Bidakho Location the population is estim-
ated to be between 300 and 400.

average population over the present mining area is likely to

Actually it appears that the

‘be less than 144 to the square mile.

D08 i i of “River

A proposal has been made to divert the“bend of the Yala River

-into a canal fand thence into a dry water-course. This

proposal is at present under consideratior by the Central

Lands.....

& S o



COVERNMENT HOUSE
KENYA,

EAST AFRICA

29tn March, 1933.

My dear Bottomley, -
Herewith a reply to tne points raised by McGregor

Noy Ross in the enclosure to your letter of the 27th Felbruary:-

Paragrgphs 2 to Q;. Em&mng_ The Provincial
Commissioner reporta that to the best of his belief no single
natlve has as yet been e1ther evicted or moved whether by

S agreemant..or otherwise. If- any~such movements have taken
place it does not appea.r that_they have been reporied to any A
officer of Government although the District Officer (Mines)
has made special enquiries on this point during February last
at native barazas in every location in the goldfields. There
does not appear to be any authority whatever for lr.McGregor
Ross's statement that numbers of Africans have been "pushed
*off‘their land". He quotes Resolution No.4 of the
Kavirondo Ta.xpayers'a\fv'?lfare Association at their meeting -on
the 31st December. __Actually he has quoted the wrong
Resolution and has misquoted it. There are two Resolutions
of that meeting dealing with compensation for eviction, viz.

Re801utions..eesesvosces
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7 I'River) but that 1f &ueh sl p ‘ aal 1s mnﬂg, thob

"'question will, no doubt, be very carefully

considered whether any native shambas will be

. affected.
el
< 2 Pevy., 1933.
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| Secretary of State, ¥
There is reslly no reason to re:ly to Mr.
. e | F g R
ago ' y . k7 ] 4* | MoGregor Ross at all, except thal in due course I
J we ” ) ———"" | miyst return his map. . His letter is simply due to
‘e have heard nothing about the ' ' king him t "t io writing what he had told
; : ! askin @ to put in writing what he had told e
proposed diversion cf the Valu River v .g ? )
m i ; in order that I might be able to puss it to higher
men ( . ¢
o ) tioned on n.5. In any case 3ir 4lbert ;
' nitson ] ma tiit " authority, in his own words.
tells me that tne Yala flows [or most 1 . s t
of its course along y As regards the last words of kr. reeston's
ng 2 narrow valley with .
steep sides, ani that th minute, I did, of course, impress on lir. i{oss the
' e land between the
resent ri . aistinetion between prospecting and mining under iease,
P river bed and the sides of the va.liu.y " - 5
i i : 4 1 do not think it necessary to do go again. ut
W 18 , if ever, occupied by natives. . an
There is reas ; leaving aside his unhappy way of seeipgicrookedness
on, therefore, for su - h
, pposing _ p T
& P o
ir. J ; i everyone; there are; 1 think, two points which
lr. Ross's suggestion of "the complote in everyonej )
destruction of many Hative shambas to“be~-an o D - R really disturbd him,- . g - -
- = e < - R Y i - N . i ) -y
exaggeration. B i {E?";?hgiaileged séheme\fora?ivaryink t%e,Xequirk
- - . —— ' = : SR e e
.- piden= L . As regards- hi . e . River arﬁ", &
£ lend * §hla remarks about Kdwirondo - e of N ion which he ! haa that matived
\ end tenure, it idrpbrha 8 - - (1i) ~the information which he nas had tha ve
- ’ a ps useless to pursue e e .
e thi i i ¥ : jarotins £ their land by m, pers»without an
& Mf?' his topi¢c with him. I understand from pave been booted of eir la y oi . y
- ™ < . )
e . Y. Vel , ity on the part of Government, and without
Fou v jeach that the thoroughness and accuracy ; complicity P .
= of the Ner (avi - ompensatlon under the kining ordinance -
rth Kavirondo Land lenure Committee's any comp
Report; which Mr. R - I should like to be allowed to send out to
: . Rods regards as verball gho
y
: . i & ]
inspired, is not above i the Governor, privately, & copy of Mr. Ross's letter,
: g question; the Committee !
spent onl i : : . ! : in order that he may see the sort of
e p ly 17 days on land investigations. and enclosure, i .
i but, more rticular
4 It is perhaps hopeless to seek to ——thing that is being served outs, PR k
| convince l'r. Ross of his errors; and if a == to ‘ask him to let us have as definite a contradiction
ok i 1 tions of forcible e act-
‘ esoned reply is thought necessary to this as 18 possible of the allege J
letter, it might be limited to pointing out Gent of natives, with information as to the extent Lo
. . the distinction between PrOBpect,in‘g" ‘orid Amining,- which cases of the sort have by exception occurred.
under lease. . l ' ‘ ' enould slso propose to sey that 1 hope that there !

) ;
M\v ) ‘ d P | nothing in the supposed.scheme for diverting the
! | . . River,

I
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' |
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%e have heard nothing about the

proposed diversion of the Vala River

mentioned on p.3. In any case 3ir Albert
Kitson tells me that tne Yala flows for most
of its course along & narrow valley with

steep sides, and that the land between the
present river bed and the sides of the valley -
is’kﬁﬁfi§, if ever, occupied by natives.

There is reason, theée{opg,'for supposing

l'r. Ross's suggesiion of "the complete

exaégnratmn e & T

e

As ragards hls‘remarks about Aav1rendo

lend tggy;e, it is perhaps useless to pursue w
this topic with him. I understand from
Mr. lVcleach that the thoroughness and accuracy
of the North kavirondo Land lenure Committee's
Report, which Mr. Ross regards as verbally
inspired, is not above question; théﬂbommittep
spent only 17 days on land investigations.

<= 1t is perhaps hopeless Lo seek to
convinee I'r. Ross of his errors; and if a
reasoned reply is thought necessary to this } g
letter, it might be limited to pgintjng out
the distinction between pronpoct.'i';')lgﬁaf‘ryi'd ‘mining

under lease.
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The "misunderstenling” and “cross purposes”
are entirely Ur. Ross's. Lige the wditor of ‘:ns
"lanchester Guardian" he seems unable to appreciate
the difference between « prospecting rizht and «
mining lease. ;
_The areas rrhrsed on tne map ‘dre obv:oj)lv
either claims or excluS'vB_jmspactlr)g licence areas
instance, far one year onlv and there is no B
o%‘lgatlon on Govornment to renmew (LJining Ordinance
Sections .5,3 ‘and 18(6)). Vlothing in the Mining

" Ordinance erz;To’;rers either Government or the miner
to dispossess or "push off" a native from his lani
before the lease stage is reached. fhe rights of

. the prospector, claim holder, or exclusive prospecting
licence holder are strictly defined in Sections 15,

,V 36 and 20 respectively; Section 26 provides for %

>

l: :compensatxon by the miner for"dm’aut‘oa.nce of ¥
| occupier's rights and damage to nurfaca crops ‘and
. buildingd. & native may demand that the amount of
such compensatlon should be assessed and determined

vby the' Admimzstratlve Officer in charge of h dxstnct
I‘he companson witht t,r1ba1 ,rmds in ‘the. i

first patagra




