A
R

b i

Hooth peh

ey
{?‘:‘,"’A \}‘,“

20
S35 B




od

1 was rung up this morning by Brigadier-
General & C. Lewin, CB., CMG., DSO., the Commandant
sf the Kenya Defence Forie. He was anxious to
obtain an interview witn ‘he 3. of S. as regards
the question of an Air Branch of the Kenya Defence
Force, as tc which, he gave me UG understand, there
was & difference of opinion between the Air Ministry
and the War Office.

*T told Brigedier-General Lewin that owing
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up to us (though Gengral Lewin assured me that Sir

Edward Grigg had done so in his time) 1 4o net,

. suppose that we.have ever obtained tne viewsof .

the War Uffice or Air Ministry regarding it.

[ s4:d 4+ would take an opportunity of |

discussin. .z uestion with oir ~0Sepl Byrne when

ot
I ssw niz. woilch will snable me to I’m?@ctly what

418 attitude 18 towards thils westion.
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1 spoke to Siy Josepn BYrne aron s
when he called on the 28th of July. .ut & 8ial. . ‘.a.
he had ﬁbeon considering any propoaal for 1 .»
sstablishment o7 an air Unit ir wue Kenya Defence
¥orce. On genersal srounds e was rathe: orrosed
to such a projlect and e reiterated hisopinion hat
the best thing t¢ 10 wWou.2 e ' -ralr people ue
pilots,so that !f emergency arose ini asroplanes
were required they .oui: t~ "Opei i 3tr Joseph
did not consider that asroplaness wou.: Ye 0of much
une in the intarnal defence of Kenya
What he had besan considsring was getting
Y-ho Alr Foroa %o station a squadron at Nalrobl, or

fie had been oconfabbing with m

_ Ln xen;u\.‘

Yorce n_s_d baon mootad in Knn,ya. bun had not got
tayond various unofrisial talks and had not beenput
up as yot to ths Gorveraor. ™is 1o probadbly the
origin of Jeneral Lewin's move.

Yo kpow fron other sources that unofficial
opinion in-Kenys is $n favour of ths abolition of

“the K AR, which they gonsider istoo expencive,




and its replacement by some kind of local semi.
mil!.t&.i'y poldee, officendby local reoruitment, on
thé ground that the local feoplo would be
tanilise with the native mind and would coat
less, and would stay in Kenya all thetr time
instead of going backwards and forwards as our
regular seconded coffipere do. I don't think
however, that there can be any suggastion of
using any money 8o saved o rinance an Alr
aranch of the Defence Force anc [ zuet say that,
in any event,the 1dea dJoes notl commeni iteelf zo
ms . Uajor Cli€ston Wslls' notion was that
pecple who owmed private seroplsnes should be
invisas tu regletsr tiamsslves, and put their

#kil thezwelvon, at the Aisposal of

‘3h. the eveat of emergondy.
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and its replacement by some kind of local semi-

m4litary poldas, officesby local recruitment, on v Sl .
the gg,ound thdat the loocal peopls would be . p ‘ /a i g am e maim e,
familiar with the native mind and would cost
less, and would stay in Kenya all their time PO UUEE PNt
instead of going backwards and forwards as our o e e A s
regular secondsd offioers do. I don't think oo I
~owever, that there can be any suggeetion of 2o an . IRGPAS - <
ufing any money €0 saved to finance an Ailr
Sranch of the Defence Force anc [ met say that, »"!’4“~;~‘- o B A o
in any event,the ides does notl commend iteelf ¢ e, Lnn. e e - P AR &
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tyritne ta reglatsr themsslves, and put their . — 5o 7{ Ay maee =
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b 4n tHE event of smergency.
sraw; Ye no odjsstion to this,:
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day the tucl tnal snoca. _ewin

had coiled o Lerd ivnouth mbopt mais
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