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MR. DUNCAN. k
I suppose tiat ’!‘ have nothing else for it,
but to ask Mr. Jatt, as requested by the Governor,
but I think myself that the prospects of getting
anything out of him are scanty in the extreme.
Kilma:%unogue is a small vill.ge outside Dublin
and I do not think anybody of abounding wealth
will be found living there. If Mr. Jatt does not
produce the mo&ey and cannot fetch his childrexn
back to Ireland, the question will arise what is
to be done with them, and, of course, the
Government of Kenya will be expected to help.
In the meantime, they have sent the mother to
gaol for not paying t'he wages of her native
servants - she, mesumably, not having the

#herewithalto do it. 7 draft can go.
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FURTHER ACTION ‘




(?:3 I enclose for your information

S o ®
and for emy action wkiTh you may think
proper, & copy of & letter sent to

Mr.Wett and the reply received irom

his solicitors,




My. G@rossmith, /%’ /v
. Ptetr by
Mr.
@ M. Tomdinson.
Sir C. Bottomley. L
Sir J. Shuckburgh.
Sir G. Grindle.
Permt. U.S. of S.
Parly. U.S. of S.
Secretary of State.
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~DRAFT/

MESSRS .MATHESON, ORMSBY AND PRENTICE,

31 0o
L g

(J/\

Downing Street,

Gentlemen,

ucknowledge with thanks
receipt of your letter
29th October regarding
effairs of Mr,
Watt, and the c¢
prison in Kenye of Mre.4d

a-vo—tTetUTE YT

“|‘ *“
i-hn‘ eopy of your lett xl
being sent to the Governor of

Kenys by air seil, LegetW®F wit

Caphee—of the 1-1’?"'1‘“)

| -
Measars,




I am, etc,
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% . 29th October 1934
t Watt
d { C o t Watt and Douglas Bateman
- — o BV ACKD. BY E.
& sir, '

Our client Mr. George Stuart Watt has handed us your letter
Wo2 of the 16th inst. and he informs us that in reply to this letter
he called and had an interview with Mr. Freeston, and that at
this interview it was suggested to him that he should at once
acquaint your Office with certain faets in relatiom to the pro-
ceedings taken againdt his wife and Mr. Douglas Bateman which
@ procéeedings resulted in fines being imposed upon Mrs. Watt and
f lr.'htmn, the former being committed to prison owing to her
inability to pay the fine. Mr. Bateman paid the fine (the
§ amount of wages) imposed upom him. We wish, therefore, te
(‘ place the following informstion before yous-
i On the 13th March 1934 a Partnership Agreement was entered
into between Mr. Stuart Watt and Mr. D.L.Cromne and Mr. Oerald
\ F. Cromne. mwmmnnrmum

. w:mmmwms. Cleaver &

Soligithrs, Belfast, on behalf of the Nessrs. Cromse. _‘
fored and dealt with in detatl.
Agresment and from cleuss 3
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o .
29th October 1934

thereof you will observe that detailed ar ements were made for
mmtummortmwm Fs. Cropme. £1000
was to be paid to lr Watt for his own use and the further £1000
as working capital was to be paid up when roqul?o?l. You will
further observe that the first £1000 was to be paid in various
instalments on various dates.

This Agreement having been signed and completed, Mr. Stuart
Watt sailed for Kemys om the 1st April, having however before this
date scquainted Mrs. Watt and Mr. Batesan with the matter and given
instructions for the employment of labour and the labour was con-
Sequently employed. You will observe from clause 4 of the Partner-
ship Agreesent that Mr. Stuart Watt undertook to pay all debts and
1iabilities in respect of the Kapsambeya Estate up to the 51st March
1934, tho date from which the Partnership was to start,

The -1: monies pald to Mr. Stuart Watt on foot of this Agreement
Were sums taken together amounting to £525, £25 of which was utilised
in paying certain trensport and other charges for Mr.“Gerald Cronne
on his arrival in Kenys. WMot only was no part of the £1000 capital
tMtﬂtﬁMpmmmtsoodmmy
to be persomally paid to Mr. lu:-nnmpu neither on the
dates agreed for papment mor since.

‘“WD
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, m:.
, bm&mmiudhwnmumny. He
@  never expressed dissatisfaction with regard to the Estate elther
© toMr. Wagt or to Nr. Bateman but stated that owing to his
nﬁ-e'-um)mmumu:.&mmmtn
himself had no further money. MNr. ¥att left for England to go
into matters, as to the payment of the balance of the capital
and whid he was away proceedings were taken againmst Mrs. Watt
and Mr. Bateman for weavumpaid labour. The proceedings as we
state resulted in Mr. Batemsn paylng for labour for which he
was in no way morally lisble and Mrs. Stuart Watt being unable
to pay was sent to gaol.

We would like to submit to you that it is perfectly evident
that had the partnership been adhered to by the Nesars. Cromne
and the money paid om the dates arranged as solemmly covenanted
to be paid under the Parties sedl, mo question of unpaid labour
Oﬂuwm.nuuln‘thmu'ould, we subsmit,
tmy’hlﬁhmwmAmlm.

We are givem to understand that Mr. Gerald Cronne stated in
edtmummco.o-nnmmmuiumn
was dissatisfied with what he found when he came out. We
“ihtﬂuuuttm lr.!mucrnumnwu-

wmmmuqmmmmzhm
‘,-W”ﬂmnmmm.--mum .
‘um-@-umnpﬂ-—uumm '




Continuation 2.

Nr. Gerald Cromne arrived in Kemya on the 15th May. He
never expressed dissatisfactiom with regard to the Estate either
to Mr. Watt or to Mr. lﬁ.olln.ht stated that owing to h
fother's illness the menies were not forthcoming and that he

48

himself had no further money. Mr. Watt left for England to go
into matters, as to the payment of the balance of the capital
and whid he was away proceedimgs were taken against Mrs. Watt
and Mr. Bateman for meavunpaid labour. The proceedings as we
state resulted in Mr. Bateman paying for labour for which he
was in no way morally liable and Mrs. Stuart Watt being unable

to pay was sent to gaol.

¥e would like to submit to you that it is perfectly evident
that had the partnership been adhered to by the Messrs. Cromnne
‘ the money paid on the dates arranged as solemmnly covenanted
to be paid under the Partles seal, no question of unpaid labour
could possibly bave arisen and the Estate would, we submit,
to-‘ai.ﬁ in & fair way to becoming prosperéous.

We are given to understand that Mr. Gerald Cronne stated in
Court that he declined to go om with the Partnership becasuse he
was Gissatisfied with what he found when he came out. We
subnit that this is not true. Mr, Gerald Cronne may have been
&ﬂw-lthmu-authnh.-mthm
M-lh-lm father 414 not go om with the partnership
Beceuse they were unsble to find say further money to carry out
*Mdhnﬂ!d“mu—t—m
n-uw‘bt- r_ copy) writtes by
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zgti October 1934

Messrs. Cleaver & Fulton dated the 2lst !2:9“.
We are quite aware that the circums nees which we are de-

tailing in this letter are no legal answer to the charge of unpaid
wages but we do submit that they are from the moral point of view
a complete explanation as to why the money was not forthcoming te
pay the wages contracted to be paid on the strength of this Deed
of Partnership under seal entered into with those who were believed
to be responsible business men. Had the terms of the Agreement
been adhered to there would have been ample capital at any rate
for some time to come to develop this Estate and no one would have
had any unpaid claim against Mr. Stuart Watt, Mrs. Stuart Watt or
Mr. Bateman.

We feel that & very serious miscarriage of justice has resulted
in the imprisonment of a white woman for payment of wages for which
she personally was in no way responsible (except the wages of
personal servants) and we would ask that you would forward the
particulars of this letter to the Governor in Kenya, who we trust,
when the mu explanation contained herein is brought to his notice,

will exercise his clemency and direct Mrs. Watt's release on payment
of the outstanding mu.‘:}o will endeavour immediately to find

suffieient money to pay these.
We would further say that her relesse -uu' sutomatically




end the Government's responsibility for the maintensnee of
the 5 girls who are being maintained at the Government's

expense at the present time.

We are, Bir,
Yours faithfully,

- o gl

Encs/
The Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Offi

el MR Sl Bl



62, Vellingten Place,
elldnd.
21st. June, 1934,
Dear Sirs,
geozge Stuart ¥atts

We are in receipt of your letter of the 19th. inst.,
and as requested enclose herewith Power of Attorney given »y
Mr. Vatt to Mr. D. L. Oronne, dated the 1pth, of May 1934.

You might please acknowledge receipt of same. We are also
returning to you Mr. Watt's letter to you of the 1st. inst. 88
requested.

We regret to have %0 inform you that it is quite
impossidle for Mre D. L. Oreane %o complete the payments
provided for 48 the Articles of Partnership. It appears that
Mr. Oronne wes unshle to sell and dispose of his son's
susiness for oash and that he was only awle %o arrange for the
Purchase Money of same to »e paid Wy Promissory Notes over &
period of times

It further appears that Mr. Gemld Oronne has left
eonsideradle 1iawilities and that the purchase money of his
susiness will not e sufficient - &fter payment of these
1ishilities - to make sy further payment to Mr. Yatt. Wre
Oroune has already paid Nr. Wett £885. in respect of the
pertnershipy and we understand that Mr. Gerald o;un has
muununu--uuu-u Hno.ol--phum
condition of affairs there are sosally different from what he
sntieipated. It is groeatly %o b regretted that Mr. » ke
m-ammmmp-ﬂmuo shalr affdixe
sefore satering iste the Agresssat as it is quite spparent that
neither are able $o make the payments provided fox, nd nelther
W-wﬂ“-unﬂuu'o-ﬂmm&
Yours truly,

Gleaver & Pultom.
ot Ormedy & Preatvice,
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gbhsent "rom t’}e mlony, _be.'mg comnitted to m‘ism fQ'

of apnroxi m’rely seven-mnonths in defanlt of na,yment of
imposed in cornection wi'rh the witholﬁing of \va\_cs fm
iye employees, her elrnt children, five of whom ‘m 81

between nine end four years 0ld and the mmaiﬁé’!‘"boyt
the ages of fifteen anAd ten, have been 1left destitute,

Temporery arrengements heve been made for the 5%
maintenance of the five girl children at Goveynment ey.ponsi
:rh';lle the three boys are beinc previded for "‘-;’ Yo Lieagues s
ot 2terey pending nfing} degision vegarding their disposalee
- 2 As f’a‘?r a8 i'..e kﬂ(wn the family have -no profesty

. * {n.this Oolony, HE&t" {t-1s wnrbm*ﬂod ¥r. Stuert ¥att recen

-—

nr‘ocm r‘nﬂ tn *he Tnit Pf ‘fiwdo'n *o endeavonr to proenre

financi 2l n"'*f‘*r'\r‘P for the developmen’ 5% » Yeened f‘u‘,,

¥r. Stuart Wett's vwesent eddress is underst

- "Kilimanjare"

* xtimefanogue, .

Co. Wioklow, %
~ Trish Pree State,



taining if he is in 2

childrens' maintenance,
of the femily at the Tri

to asesist.




