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KENYA

+ conprmmersr )

Gov. Byrne. .

PN

DOWNING STREET,

3> June, 1931.

Sir,

I have, etc., to refer to

despatoh No.323 of the 15th May

with which [ forwarded to you ; ;

record of an interview which I gave

to the Kenys nutives selected to
Cegmoee

give evidence before the Parliumentary§

\

ederct Committee on East Afriea, N
togethe; with u memorandum and
stutements which they subseuuentli
submitted to me. [ um dealing in
snother despatch with the majbrity
o% the points ruised by the natives,
but [ think it will be convenient

/ T AT
to take sepurutely &he—petmbés con-
cerned with the development of native
institutions in Kenya.

2t In the supplementury state- ";

ment by Ezeuhlol Aplnd1 the following"




. Native Councils should be

¥

given wider powers in ?hling
their peoole and that the tax™"
money should be spent in J
improvin> education and other
service; in the Reserve."

In the main memorandum
there are the following passages i~
"(3) Ve are not at all satisfied
with the arranpements made for the

@
gularies of ~overnment chiefyand

_heudmer. ir “enys Colony,which

compare infavourably -with those
suid 1n Tenpapyika ond Ugands,
anc which .re not in reeping

with the res onsipclities wghich

‘n.s Word nv o aves.”
w2 s wenl Lo have the
o™

e L skl ourz:hlefs and

hestwen, subject to the confirma-




Ciof hév,ing ‘chief:

R éf‘-tén. w’ith,quﬁ i

at all.n

wider powers to the Local Natwe

kS

Councils, I note with interest

from the Native Affairs Depdrtment

B . Report for 1929 that progress has-been

S

made by these Councils in many parts

of the Colony. The COunci;s hav}e}»bee:




been mﬁde, that while theiCounclls
have 11berty to discuss and

3ri t1 1se,they have.no real

:-respon31b111ty, and’ that it not

1nfrequently happens that- resolutlons

i - o

are passed in'fhe’Council; aga1nst
the actual w;éﬁes of théwmeﬁber;

' owing to pressufe_exerted by
Diétrict Officerslas Presidents

of the Councils. In the light

of these criticiéms the request




1 the na%iVa:r'
(Jcbwzlx nv»£1~
oollected/z&[be supplemented

- 5.

,»1f desured by voluntary cesse

.-proportion of al

s .f"og lo_é»a}.» _ exP'qnd.i ture. .

It may be that you have

‘-

already under consideration this o

.- last suggestion in connection with

your genersl review of takation in

Kenya.
4. But if inoreased power

- 18 to be given to the Native

[N




headmen are undetpai& for the work

: they do apd that as a genersl rule
bb pot less than 7 per cent of the

hut tax collected in each Reserve

’ ' otk ¢
should be available for thﬁ{headmén\

:g?their staffs and to meet their

gxpenses when travelling.t  The
Report goes on 10 s&y that the
. e
¥J average pay for a headman is about
_ Shg B0/~ a month.and for a sub-heudman

-She.20/-. DBut of his sulary of Shs.50/-

the headman hus[tg pay four assistunts.

."In. fact," the Heport contipues,

wit cannot be done unless u chief

makes a little out of his position)and
in practice ol course he gets quite &

gutsie BN
lot bestde Dis sulary, but this is

not altogether-eatisfactory. Headmen's

wages in Reserves nave not risen 1in
)

proportion with those of skilled pekive

* 1abour, curpentarp,‘clcrzs, houseboys,

(Ho.16)-

CRIE R SR AL L T k2 BN

- Karatine the local chief with &

‘population of over 6,000 souls

géts;Shs.b?.SO while the dresser
at the dispensary gets Shs.90/

the native carpenters at the Gouncil

Hoﬁse Shs;looﬁ, and'the driver
of the Government 1orry Shs 120/-."

5. 1 had occasion 0o address

your predecessor -regarding: tha v
ohad WW NeJ-M\ CM“‘LS

selection of chlest}n ny confldentlal

v
despatch of the 9th. July, 1930, to

which Mr. Moore replled in hlS conflden

fiul déspateh No,163 of the R5th Novem- |i

, wbera%OQIn-mywconfidentialfdéspatchﬂ -

to s '
of the 10th January, [ agreed that in
the light of Mr. Moore's explanations
there was no neéeééity to modify the
. - dsACs
_present procedure. I should—like

" howaver to.repgat that. I regard it

t-as verﬁi'mportanﬁlthat‘the wishes




wherever possible,fbe—ﬁhe

determiming factor in the sdection

W;_,G.LN. MM‘M
of e=stwiefl™

6. Passing now to a more general

and difficult aspect of the matter,
WL
miy say that[suggestion!\have- [N

been midé recently that there is

among the native: tribes of Kenya

& growing distruet of British

g

. iffluence, whether represented

o

byﬂbfficiéls, by missionaries, or

,
!
‘.
r
:
;
y

3

by unofficial residents in the

Colony, & distrust which it is
alleged is due not so much to
any specific incident or incidents

as to an absence of mutual under-

Astanding, although action in the
pastlparticulurly in connection
with land, hss been a contributing
factor. It would no doubt be
‘~gimpossible for your frovernmenty or

Tuss
for anyone to prove or dxsprove sueh-

\,g** Vm&1¢uk)kxyvn
o ey o~ B
N L - \]thlb\

P-lé?ﬂ.

while I shoild prefer to think:tHat

the—sllegation is entirely unfounded ,

I feel that if there is founds
T {Ren o
for it'the'development of native..

e .
institutions under | sympathetic

guidance of Administrative Officers

o restors)in laree

st -

should serve,
measure,confidenéé‘in.thé goodﬂwillﬂ
of the fovernment. - -

7. Theré is, moreover, the
special question of a native intelli-
gen&&a which will have to be faced in

Kenya as elsewhere in Africa. There

are signs of the growth of & "ydung"

party in more than one of the native

tribies in Kenya and it will be

remsrkable if the nativeaywﬁ&”h 8

r e T e 5
T AT ng o b W R X e

R i b aivien

e s




Pebruary, where, commeqting ﬁpp

for 1929, he refers to the danger of.

Iy
hasty progress and‘m that

v

Administrative Officers acting

as Presidents of the Local
~Native Councils"will be able,
v -~ : <ﬁ~wﬁir
- with the Klders, to eesnber any
_movement towards control of the
Councils by what he describes
as the young, vocal, and semi-
educated native. [ recognise,
of couree, that in order to
e
gatmain the jrestipe of fovernment
the native suthcrities which
they have congtituted must be
L

supported. Equslly [ recognise

that




inistration may be
so anxious o prevent their
wards from running before they -

~gan walk, that they will fail
. Gy . SgP2 B
to appreciate that-hey—are

W ' progress ! A G fek et
’~ N_K\‘k/‘) XY U/tr\ﬁ—’“'u . . i
if the opportumty is m:.ﬁat given

to them. As 1 have already saxd

development of native salf-governmeﬁi

ma& lead to a temporary fulling

off in efficiency; -but it will

be the duty of sdministrative Officers

to mipimise this by the giving

A
of wise Gu-rdmﬂ' which&vill o

émzb-t be- uccepted if thay huve
.‘the conndence of the uutwas, ‘and

luny mmedmte 1oea should be nore
















Y

R - - ,
jf’_z.' ¥e denire that the .lacal ‘Hativo bounoils nhculd
»ba 8Lvon vider povarn 1n ruling their people, nnd thn




X S T

a. Wehze not at” n:l.l autisﬁed vith the arrun;;ementn
o nﬂd‘.fcr the aa.lariea bf\Governmunt ohiefn and heud-

men in Kexwa Colony. vhich compnx:e very unfavouz-ubly )

with thoue paid in Tangnnyika and Ugdnda und which .
' are not in keeping witn the responaibilities wni'gh -

v g

. thia \'Iork 1nvolven. !
X AT A
Lo 9.  We ant to hnvo‘the r:l.rmt to nplqct our own chlefn

"a.nd. haudmen, pubject to the oonnrrmtion of our

- ohigoe by the vistrict "ominuonex‘n} ‘inatead of }Eing
.'.chiefs aeloctod for us, ottun without our being cnn-

L . - 'uulted ut all.




