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Mr. C. Roden Buxton's letter of the

11th of September attached. What can the

cecretary of State say about the North Kavirondo

petition, said to have been addressed to the

Secretary of »tate on the 25tu of July last?
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With regard to the quoBion of a Paremuust
\;hx‘e‘.t', of coursc we do n;t know what is in the | '
pet;tion but 1 should thin, it most unlikely that
Government could asree to selping wp anythimg eo
3 q.. thoroughly elién to the tribal orgsnization of the
Kqvirondo people. ~fhe idea of Pepamodit Chiafs ie
» a West african one rat.hgf than en East African, and ‘
if there were a Paramount thef in the natiwe |

organizetion, Government would naturelly recognisgze i

o g([m, but if, as 1 etrongly suspect, there is f
nothlqé of the kind, then it would be very difficult |

. , indeed
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indeed for Government to set one up and to
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wppuliited

tiel a8 the Puaramowun i
Sooef over wll Lhe i duue

the K rondo btribes in
the S WerTt A RA v #rondo.

"ne/suid Nebongo huhlu"
w#us removed from the post '
in 1927 without the consent
o the! tribes. Y
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N.Kayiromdo Districty, .
is no doybt that Mumit owed
hig pesition lurgely to Govt,
aupport. Befbre Ghe,
administretian of the ure& oo
established Luaiu ruled but
M.auuLl‘part or the Distriet,

In"1926 Chief lumiw retined
frow active work, while _ §
Tetaining his position in.an
honorary egpacity. Any.;.
wssertion.thet Mumia held any
sort of.superier wuthority,
vefore his estirblishment v
Hesdlian i3 filse, jund the
position 46 not, hereditury.
Sinceithe fretirement of
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Thet the pEERt

Sir Philip Cunliffe-

Lister in 1934, usking

for the appointment of &

Parsmount Chief was returned

without eny action being

taken.

That the pétitioners have
submitted petitions Lo tne
Governor but have received
no reply beyond - burs
acknowledgment.

Thaet the appolntment ol u
Puremount Chief will be
beneficial becuuse -

. (&) it would fucilitutle

tribes of the N.Kuavirondo in

obtaining & settlement of
their grievances;

"ig lity would fucilitutis
*.3'.-_ satdon pf tuxes;
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GUVERNMENT HOu: «
NAIROHI|

KENvYA

//5 ctober 193%%

Foanour o traornmd Lre spocompany.ry
etit.on trom the Yorth kaviy ] rtral fiusociation
reletive te the .- it t Tharazount niel 101 -
Nort: Kuvironuo Digtcict. grn4 trevirce, for your
conslideretion,

- b Lary e Tren to 3 3 €Ci.0 ara
J graph of the netitilcu, wa: appelnted ar o!ficisl Hewaman
s
i in 190% with suthorit: over Feacdumen of what 1s
é now tue North Kavironao district. Triere i< no coubt
¥ thag Mwils dweu 1.1y L:oa‘nm largedy to Government
M,
S .Aupport, and the m;&rict Comm.Le,amner witm; jn‘wﬁgﬁ
% h\.._ .f ~ . =
S u lt ted that M Lo acministraty cm w “fe erg;ﬁn‘
m‘”! "‘
P, =¥ T
i »xﬁg)"zg‘;. but a swell part”of the d.;gﬁﬂact. 9
- . Lo s f - .
- Tr 10287 tLifr wwi. Telivea froim active wopke:. . -

wk1 e retaining hie positicn in an honorery caparity.

Any aesertion that Yumie helc snv sort ol supcrior
autlority Lefore 'ir eetablierrent ss o tLeaar @it 15 lrer: -
fure fulse, and the POELLLCL je rnot herecitary.

4, Since the rtirenme. .t of Wumis tiere :sve Lee
trequent cemarde for s succees r, tut this Tove e, &
tee c.neietently refusec L. reqew tre L.tic, tre reac
be.n_ that tie Neceruil, [ur & PATELOUN" ChLiel [ usw
dligappearec. Tr the earl: :sye of ‘ritist & m stratior
in this Colon; it wae co:ve 2 L voGilliculties

ol
THE RIGHT HONOU&U\.BLL
MALCOLM MACDONALD, F.C., MK.PD. '
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ° SOLOYIRS,
DOWNING STREET,
LO™DEY, S e
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Petition. Gevernor' s vl
From 1883 to 19L6 the Chlul Liswlu Wes wppolnted
Govt., of Kenye appointed un orricicld Heuwdmun in 1909
chisf Mumig es.-the Puramount  with euthority over &Ll uvtuer
S a Chief owpr all the Hegdmen Heamdmen of whut is now Lo -
5 SN ng,;h in o WG Myircnd@ District, .luera
v‘ﬂ%&l is no doybt that L~owed .
f TR : ," ; ;‘gﬁly tg Govt.
s 7t & i ,a\xppoxt. Before Lhsk,

dministretion of the Grétit
“sgetablished lumia ruled but '
i smulL*part of the Distriot.

3 ine(’aaLd Nabongb” A% P 156/ ohi e lumle ret iRt
emoved from the dgt Ctrom actitve work, while .
tg;ti&

7 without tke conaent *" rYetaining his poaitiqn in an .
%i'lb‘aq i

i & honorary ag aeity. -
MR assertion,t [t Mumia he.}ﬁd a.ny'
qqr‘h of. supe ;is{ «authority

"pafore his eslird
Heggman' i jﬁ;{.se ‘and the
,pogition/dis not) ‘;hered;tury.
S;hcerﬁ e ti nt of

rhiumia Govt i C\(};I!;alstentl,/
f~rei‘u:s§ed Lo ren thi titl .
the reason baing th «tner i
ngcesn ‘t,y rar a Purssigunt o

Z‘e 78T
e}.pl&ined DJ thq soting E
“governor to ‘the membem o thel
H.K.C.A., 8nd dewding men oI |
the distriot"‘ut u meut‘n., el

“y Kukosiege on the Lo5th July .
»
ne tribes unanimeusly, It is 1wr Jric‘ Lrghl Ly
Larough the petitioners, suy thet the N Cens 1u the
wno ure the representutive representutive body ol wll
vody of wll the tribes, the tribes, in fuct few
desired u Purawmoun®t Chief responsible persons unmve
und wpprouched the D.C. wttended thelr weetings, wund
#ith this objeot in view, when they did it was
but were informed that generally under u uisuppre-
Govt., had no intention of nension. at the sune tiw=
uppointing & Paramount there is no doubt thut
Chief. considerable body of n.tiv.

opinion fauvours the uppulin:-
went of &« Parwuwount Cnief
in theory, uut hus wocepted
the decision of Govt. in the
matter,

1 Thut y
! |




S . That the petition to
4 Sir Philip Cunliffe-
Ligter in 1934, asking
for' the appoin{'.ment of &

Paramount Chief wes returned
without any ection being
taken,

ers-]
aubmggf%eti nj_ﬁb
Governor but. have:Fe
no rgply beyond a bar
agknowledgment.

Tlmt the e.ppointmbe.'u of u

_Paramount Chief will be
“bemeficial because -

) it would facllitute

i 1 L%, )
Foo o Er}%ea of the N.Kavirondo in

ining e settlement of
tha;r grievanoces;
SR 4 AP

Ifne petition referred to i3

presumably Wo,Ll on 23290734,
It conteined no reference to
tne uppointment of &
Purwsmount Chief. The
sssoeciation took no further
uction sufter-being told the
corratt method of submitting
petitions to the Secretury ot
State.,

see the Acting Governor's
stetement to the N.K.C.A. vt
the meeting on the 15th July.




GOVERNMENT HOuE

NAIROB!I
KENYA

/4 ccotoler 1935,

Sir,

T have tle honour te traremit the accompsnyingy
netition from the YNorth Kevironde Central Association
relstive to the appointment of & Paramount Chief in the
‘Worth Ke&virondo District, “yanzs Province, for your
coneideration. ex )

2. Chie% ﬂym:a, referred tc in the second para-
graph of the petition, was appointed an official Hesdman
in 1909 wilh autcorlty over =1l other headmen of what ie

now'the,ﬁorth Kavirondo district. There is no doyb

that Mumia hneq Lis poa;t1ou lgrgeﬂy %o’ Govexnment

3. In;lQ%’ QJLLZT Vupia rétired from active déflf“s o
whi ‘e reteining his poeition in an béndrary capacity.
" Any assértion that Mumie held any sort of superior
authority before his establisiment éa & Leadman is there -
fore falge, and the position is not hereditary.
4. 8ince the retirement of Mumis there hﬁte veen
frequent demandes for a succeéesor, but this “ov;;dment
hae consietently refused to renew tre title, the reason
being that the neceesity lor & Paramount Chiiet ras now
diseppeered. 1n the early days of Fritisi. auministration

in this Colony it was convertent, owing to the difticulties

THE RIGHT HONOURABILE
MALCOLM MACDONALD, P.C., M.P., f“
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE GOLONTES,
DOWNING STREET,
IOYDON, S. W. 1.




of making contact witi the people. 1o 1ve Iretructic
LLrougl one warn who hLoo the perecn L1 SLLodIty Lo
ensure that they were carriéd ou-.

S. Ir cue covree Lic \et ity 3 Tt DL EAVE
arees Lecape o n'enelve e b T
there are “riete 1 clar e or e Qvatior., 14

Native Councile irn :wuect dlsir:icir, anc ah estov.rgred
native juddciary in the form ~r %ative Tribunals. Ip
A g X ¥
these f‘éy% 'the ‘GFpoiritméWt of w Terurour L Chief woulc
carry with ;.j, no autxes afany slgnilicaice and trere=, -\
b R o]

fore T am unable to\mbree thut the ‘tifle €liould ‘b ¥ i

revives. '

enerhl

& A (‘ A
nslen. Al tue mRXe K&meiere is n’q GW ‘&
L

that 8 coneiderstle Lomy of native apimiqa favours rﬁ;‘\

appointmernt of & Pagecount chief in »‘tl.ear;: but hep
ﬂécce\pted the aecision of foyernment ix; the v-..tter.

T Tre petition refspre (i- te ir the feurth nens-
grapt o! the Memorendum 1s preeurnbly tle one set
direct to Cir Thitipy Mo trte-Iieter 1

Cutoies v o

WO “ELUTREC 1! unuer cover of i.1s et patel o, aul R

the 20th Octoier 1924, Tie conter’e 20 tile cerrate
vere comrunicated to thie Treey ent L Te ot Vevire
Central Arsocistior who waoe YaB8u lILOrned 01 e irec-
Procecire 1n regard to the bULLisSBlON 0L ,e'itione, gut

the fipucistion i nol tuke eny fuitier ection in the

matter. 1 tiouid note, fOweVeT, tiut 'F1c | etition data

not countain by reference Lo tre “wpPpoL Lo 1 oa
Parwrourit Chief.

8. on the Eui July 193¢, tre Acting Frovincial







' 5 ’ P.0. Box No. 80.
. D : ) >9
o ' 25th July 1936,

To The Right Honourable,

The Secoretary of State for the Colonies,

Downing Street,

LONDON.

sir, » .
The humble petition of the North Kavirondo Central

~ usociag}on sheWeth: - o~ .

5 ju 83 your; petﬂiegu‘s are the African gubjects of His
Ma jesty mg George thQ &‘ifth and reside in the North Kavirondo
District of the Colony and Protectorate of Kenya,

2. That from the year,laé.’ﬁ to the year 1928, the

',.v ’ Government ef thg Colony of Kenya eppointed Chief Mumia as

the Paramonnﬁ' ﬂi.r over all the Headmer of the Kavirondo tribes
w , residing in \gqxth Kavirendo D}E?\rj:cta aforesaid. The said

' Nﬁsongo Wmid’ wes rémoted froé thaﬂ; 1::’ the year 1927,

X ‘e% &on ed. .

& "' 'That the tribes u.tiqhﬂzously ) }Qeigh your petitioners,

without thé consent of thu&t

who are the representative body of all the tribea, felt the
*

necessity of a Paramount Chief, and, with this object in view
approached the District Com‘miasioner of their District, but
were informed that the Govefment had no intention of appointing
a Paremount Chief. =5

4. That in the ysar 1934, your petitioners submitted

a petition asking for the appointment of a Paramount Chief

to your predecessor in office but owing to the ignorance of

the procedure for submission of such petitions, which should

have been submitted through proper channel as provided by
the Colomial Regilation No.200 the same was returned without

any action being taken thereon.




¥ gecont Page.

5. That your petitioners submitted petitions to His
Excellency the Govermor of the Colony end Protectorate of Kenya
for the appointment of a Paremount Chief but have received no
reply beyond an acknowledgement.,.

6. That your petitioners believe that the appointuent or
a Paramount Chief '111 be beneficial to the whole tribe ang beg
to adduce the folloving !'eaaona in support thereof ang !ﬂxs*
‘th.at their humblc roasona will be favoursnly oor.si‘deroa ﬂ the
‘ .:BODB are as follows;-

(a) That d,t rould.“_ l’ﬁlihte the placing by al tribes of

tH& North Kavironde of their matters befo
Chief, who will be assisted by a aognoi’
elefsted ou't or ‘the Headmen of 1
'rhat 1t wpu,l.d mnnne 1

yﬁrﬂ@iti‘ous.

z.,\ﬂ ‘v

(qi) Tha't individual subjects of His Ma w&t‘a fair

chance of placing their grievanoe‘s- o;é Q‘ie Paramount

Chief, and through him, before th al £8 and their

grievances will e redressed by, ¢ m;@aties much

T N e
: more lpeedily than at present. ,’

7. That your petitioners were tola by théutriot

Gommisaioner Kakamega to wait upon theﬁnoumtﬂe the Provincial

Commissioner of the Nyanza Provimee in 8 éonnéetioh. The

Distriot Commissioner in the meantime visited all the locations
and told people there not to nominate any man for the post of a
Paramount Choef, as 1t was for the Government and not for them,
8. ' Your petitioners then waited upon the Honourable the
Pi'oyincm cmiuioner of the Nyanzu Provinoe as direoted and

uvoﬁ%nt

",

g ‘ien (ere allowed to 1ntervie' him. The Hon'b;l.a




Third Page.
the Provincial Commissioner or the Nyanze Province adviseg
your petitioners to see uis lecellcncy the Governor on the

15th of July 1935, at Kakameya

9. Thet about 20,000 peoples .atnared towathe: at
Kakamege to wai upan dis sxc=lleney tie Goveruor. ™he rrasi ent
or the Assoeiation or your petitioners wes allows . an interview

But nothing was finally cleclred

10. That your petitioner_. raprrsenuahv S are bi,lng

7

deputed to interview yem, sir, in -London, on théh" 1

this yedr.
11. That your Deti»ioners \are dihanpomtec as no rinal
decision &s to the nppointme-t of & Paramount (hlef, was ayx\'}'i’vebd
at although their represeutatxv & plaged the v‘g-a of R
berpre fﬁs Egeellmy ih! Ge’serrnor at me‘ htm‘n mﬂ:\%

mo°t humh.ly and r-‘-spectzuily sutsmi t
mﬁthe w&yer contairea in this petition ngy favouwably be

nad* with the advi»e =0d comsent of Hig EXce Liensy the

Gﬁ‘bt’} ror the Colon;y and Protectorate of Kenya.

A7 I'g 4 ’I'hat our petitioners as lepresentative boay of the
¥ P p

tribes concern=d assure you, Iir, of their loyal assistance to
the Paramount Chief, and the #dministration for the better :
Carrying out of the 800d Covernment beace and order; ana, trust
that tnis petition or theirs will b, consldereu most favoraoly;
and, orders for ghe apvointient of g Faramount Chief issued in

due course of time

We beg to remain,

Your most obedient ang humble servants,
N 7

P by }v,whzn

P rosid!!g.
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¥I L OF. A'MEETING HELD AT
THE "AFRICAN SCHOOL
KAKAVEGA AT 1€ A.M. :ON ‘15TH
JULY, 1936
BETWEEN BIS EXCELLENCY THE
AG. GOVWRNOR, AND ‘CHIEFS AND
LEADING MEN OF THE DISTRIGT,
. ALSC TEE NORTE KAVIRONTO
CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

Present:- H.E., The Ag.Governpr, nr:"g. de V., Wade,
C.M,G.5.0.B.1. R
~.The Pon. The Ag. Chief Yative Cormipsidner, %
) Yejor Sef. L4 Foptedne, - ‘

© D.S.0., 0.B.R., WM.~

The Ag. FProvincial Commiseioner, Nyanza,

ve o T, Co Tomkineom, Esq..
. The District Cormisaioner; TLt.Cdl.x.0.5n,
. ¥. . Andereon, D.S.0.
s AeD.Qy + the Ag.Governor.

& Officer.

" ®det Officer,

inforned M.%. ent hee yooeiwst his repdy. Tt asegd st
@i letter sbout the appointment of s Perchiswnt ohief bac
been received. The whole countey was fleased. Chier Hulama
had been mede Paramount Chief on tha lst June. The whole

country had said that E.E. would hear what they had to say

and give his opinion. They were tapp) today to huave s Para-
mpount Chief to take the pPlace of Mumia who hac previously
held the post. They wanted Chief Mulame in hig Place.

H.E. in reply thanked the membere of the N.K. Central

Associetion for their words of welcome. He was glad to be

able to come here and hear local public opinion, It wae

not the first time that Government tag been asked to

aPprove of the appointment of & new Paramount Chief, Several

times, in other placee,

the same request had been made by

other ..,



other tribee. He did not think that the pecple really

knew what they were asking for, or what the Paramount
Chief's work would be. A few years 8go in South Kavirondo
the people had ‘'wanted thief Okoth made Paramount Chiet of
all Kavironde, though many present were not sware of this.
The reply was that Chief Okoth had hic own 1ocatloﬂ to.
look after and could not co other work in :chtion.

His Bxcéllency explained wuky Paramcunt Chiefs
had been made in tha past’ The reasong were that when
H.M. Government fir:t took in hand the admznlntratlon of
this country the Provtnclai and Di\ trict Commiseioners
coulu not get to know many of the peuple. There were no
roads and brldgee and travelling wasg difficult. Wken the

Provincial Commisgioners, Mr. Hobley and yr. Ainﬁwbrth,

wighed tg¢ give orders they sent for the one big chief &nd

told him to pase their orders _round the country He became
the mauthpiecrz of Government, we was called the P‘mount
%hie! becuase he coulc give the commands of Government to
.éll the people.
wih When he weunt to the Kikuyu country twenty three
‘iyenrs 8gc there were six Paramount Chriefg elive. Some o
them might be known to those present; they were - Vamiuyu,
Kerori, Kithai, Kut&, Kibarabara, Kinyanjui. nNow only one re-
mained - Wambugu. Govt, hag not appointed Paramount
Chiefg to 8ucceed the othere, btecause there wag now no
more work for Paramount Chiefe. The vaye of Paramour:
“Chiefs were finished, because tre time for their work was
finished. Now-a-daysg évery chief had his own location,
There was now no one between the Chief and tie District
Commiggioner, In these days there was a8 Local Native
Council in every district. wow also tﬁere were Native

Triburials for Bearing cases. i o

Ir;thaﬁiiltrict Commisaioner £8ve an ordey

now ..,




now ther® was no need to send for the Paramount Chist.

. Fe sent for the Chief of thLe Location, oxr members of
the Local Native Council;, or tne Presidont of the Native
Tribunal, or a School Teacher, or su Agricultursl Ins-
tructor, or else he would safari himeelf andiaee everyone
with his own eyes. Hence, if a Paramount ChLief were
appointed he would have no work. n the Laws of Fenyﬁ
(i.e. the Constitutiom) no place had ®een mede for a

Paramount Chief. The thlve Auf!orlty Ordig&noa might

be known to ‘them. That provideu fer a- dhief ”étlve
Cormissioner, a Provincial anmiusiener,.a Mistrigt
Commissioner, & “eadman and a TLocal Native Council, tut
no Paramount Chief. lence, all present must undere tand
that the days of Paremount Chiefs were finighed tor ever.

The Government wouid not mpka.a ﬂew Paremount Chief

anywkere, either in the Kikm&Zﬁhwovxnce or in byunzh,
In the past the Para}ncgnt Chiefs Liud veen a - j

;gtelt hélp to Govotnpenz snd Gavernment was most grate-

ul.' Mumia wae a bigvmbn in the Gowernment in the past,
&8s were the Kikuyu Paramount Chiefs whe Lad veer men -
tioned.
As had been explained timee rad altéred ang
the work' of Paramount Chiefs wus finished.
Fig Excellency then stated that he wished to
. speak about.the North Kavirondo Central Association,
The Association wanted the good of the country: if it
v liked to make resolutione about such thin & as Agricul-
ture or Forestry, which are good for the people, or
about Public Fealth or Public Works, and to notify the
District Commissioner of these resolutiong through tieir
Chiefs, well and good. Then the District Commigsioner
would pay due attention to pubdic opinion. It was not

' the tusiness of the North Kavironde Centrel Associttion,

‘ﬁ!*




or any ether, to talk about the appointment of Chiefe.

[ ] In his own words the President had ssid, “We made Mulams
Pgrameunt Chief®., The Association had no power to make
Chiefe. Tt had no right to think sbout making a Chief.
That was the work of the Govermor. It was written in the
Native Authority Ordinance, "The Governér may appeint a
Headman®. Until a few years ago the Governor sppointed
all chiefs. A few years ago the Governor saw that the
country was devaloping apd da;egeted hia yo‘aer to the
Provincial camf“ionere. “Bende,, the work 6f appoiﬁﬁﬁg
Chiefs was now that. of’ the Pf&vi\cial Commigeioner and no
one e;ue. The N.K.C.A. must undernt‘.ugd clearly that i1

they did their own work of Helping the district they would.

do good gnd the hiau*c:t comgnionet would listen to them.
If not; and if’thqy had the imp - to c‘bnotrn them-

N
i"_nlygg vn.;h. the po‘totment of‘ giefn thew would ke laughea




FURTHER AGTION.
/

For the Secretary of State's signature.

CuWalng streat,

/Q; sSeptemier, 193:.

ekt po: for your Motier
. : ; £
n&«wuu‘yw
s s
s s o
wndiie o petities Seam e jorw
Kovirdte iseoutation. 1 nevedlet yet
mmmwam
pOtitien, and | Suppoee that they have
sent e ocopy direct to you st the same
time as they forwarded the orivinal
document through the Governor of Lenya.
If the object ot the petition ie as
you state, the Governor will natural.y
have to take some time in cunsider n
it and framing hie recommendations, /

80 I may not get the petition for




When it does come

V"'Y C“M

some time to come.

it will of course be examined,,
matter of native administration [ Véulu

almost certainly be guided cnti)e/l;.’ by
/

/
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&, ERSKINE HILL 2
GOLDERS GREEN, ~w W1

11th Septeuber, 1935

Dear Malcolm,
rg North Kavirondo Petition.

T have had & letter from the Seoretary of

the North Kavirondo Agsooistion, enolosing a Petition

which was addressed o you on July 25%h, 1935,

As you may know, the object cf the Petitlon
is to preas for the appointment of a Paramount Chier

over the North Kavirondo. I ¥now nothing of the rights.

1

,;\ 7 40T Wrongs of the cese, other than what I have learnt
4':}"‘“ /#rom the Petition. But since their desirs se:amn, on
5 ,l‘_’:ehe fase of it aa‘.vpgupn\.able one, I hope you will give
L "\5 ?_#omlderat}ozi to ﬁ“hﬂyvll..Pe‘tition.
e ‘7", pi ) Yours sincerely,

‘

Py 5
NG & iw(& iLo‘x ARt

Rt . Hon.Maloolm MacDonald, ¥.P.,
Colonial Office,
S.W,.1.




