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c.I.
PETITIONS

NOMINAL L.

Mrs. E. lett 11.12.36.

Requests asssistance to epable her to return tu
Kenya. E

It is difficult to see what can be done
for this poor woman. Her story is this. In 1934
she was comasitted to prison iu Kenye for & total of
approximately seven monthe in default of payment
of fines imposed in connection with the withholding
of wages from netive employees. Her eight children
were left destitute. Temporary arrangements were
made at Covernment expense for the maintenance of
ner five deughters, the eldest of whom was 9 years
0ld at the time; and ‘lr three sons, who were then
petween the age of 10 and 15, were provided for by
the League of Mercy. In October, 1934, we menaged

to get in touch with the husband, George Stuart Watt,

in this country with & view to finding out what he
proposed to do abbut his children's maintenence.' Hig
soliclitors wrote e long letter to show that the -
imprisonment of Mrs. Watt wes e miscarriage of
Justice.

It appears tnat Mr. Watt was in this
country in the early part of 1934 and entered into
a pertpership agreement with two others in regard

to the working of & farm in Kenys. Under the

agreement he was to receive £1,000 for his own use,
péyable by instalments at various dates, and &
further 1,000, working capital, to be paid when
required. Mr. Watt undertook to pay ell debts and
liabilities in respect of the farm up to the 3lst of
March, 1934, the date when the partnership was to
start. On the afrength of this agreement Mr. Watt
sent iustructions to his wife in Kenyas and to e

Mr. Bateman t0 engage native labdur for the faram.
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Requests sseistance to ensble her to return tu
Kenye.
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in due course Mc. Wett reiurned to Kenya.

Apparently he recaived £525 only in respect of P
the amount due undér the agreement when the othor
two partners declined tu proceed further.
Mr. Watt came back tn this country to lock into
tne matter and 1n tne meantime Mrs. Watt and
Mr ., Batewman were sumwoned for the non-payment
of nutive wages. Mr'. Bateman appears- to have
psld up, but Mre. Watt was comnritted to

prison in defuult of payment. Mr. Watt's
eolicitors hoped this explanation would move
the Governor to exercise his clemency and

irect Mrs. Watt's release on payment of

the outstanding wages, the money for which the
solicitors woulda t:y tu find.

We noa nave Mrs. Watt's letter in

wnicn sne states that her nusband gueranteed

to the SaivAatiun Army 1n renya thet he would

find & hume 10 this country for ner and their
chiiiren. Mrs. Wett then appiied for and
cbtacneyg a "iovernment-assistod passage"”" to

this country for nerselt and ine cnildren,

a

only to find on ner arrival that no home had

)75 Prepared wilh thie resuelt tnet they goon
vecame dependent on parisun relief. Mr. Watt

negan to pake an allowance of 25/- a week to
&ns B
his wife who ,weat to live witn lLer mother,
-
the motner being in receipt of a pension from
s va
the Crown Agents. Three cf tive daughters have

peen sent to Princess Louise's Home, Esher;
one son 1o working and one (now 153 years) isg

IS

tn tne Mercnant service.
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Mr. Watt is seid to be living with snutiner

woman end nacv started a new family. He wants nis
wife to set hi free and promises to continue the

allowance of ”5/- a week.

Mrs. Watt's object in wrltiug’as fer ac

can see (18

(i) to enable her to return to Kenys where ghe

has the promise of & house on Lord Kitchener's

estate:

(i1) to remove the limbility for the repayment

of the passage granted to her:

(iii) . to secure that the deposit x‘uired under

the Kenya immigration regulations for persons

entering the Colony be waived in her case:

or

(iv) to escerta‘n whether there is & Colony in

which she could find & new home, new hope and work.

'his 18 & fairly nopeless tusiness.

Apparently Mrs. Watt nes no ~spital and 1. 1¢ not

clear wnetner she couli even tind the money for a

passage back to kenya. The Kenya Government will
not feel called upon tu du anythines for faer, LJ4t as
a start we might ask the Sovernur's views on 1
(11) and (i11} suove, ani te!ll Mrs. S8LL whal we sre
doing.
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