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' Mr.B, n,
There is no trace either in the Telegraph
Section or in the Office keoPer's register of the
recetpt within the last few days of a telegram from
Lord Francis Scott. I will,if you wish, ask the
Cable Co.whether they have any record of such a
meseage but I hesitate to do o since we cannot glve
| them any of the relevant particulars i.e. =
i the date and time of despatch from Kenya - e
| the office at which the message was handed in
“| the form of address i
the =1ignatute -
? we might await the arrival of the letters from

the Gov.to Sir C.Bottomley. It is of course possible

. that’the tel.has not been despatched but that it will

6/%

come to hand during the inte
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I agree that .we shall have to wait for

the letters before @nything definite can be said

but the secresary of State will want to know
vhaet the exact position is, =

The position is that the Governor of
Kenys hes ior s long time-been dissatisfied with
the compositiun, and especia¥ly with the working
of the Defence Force. K conference was held in
the Colonial Office at which it was considered
that the Defence Force was quite useless as a
wilitery unit., The Sécret&ry.of State was, ”
however, reluctant to give directions Su@ of the
tlue fer 1. (o be scrapped and we prgpobed Lo
uwait the report' of the Qommitteevdh Arms and |

Squipment which the Governor had appointed.

The Governor sent home the report in September
lust year und gtuted that it showed that’the
Force was in & really bad stafe.v: He:went on to ot
say that in his opinion thqre-yﬁ;ibnly‘one i@ﬁna'x
& =eh

policy to be followed, which:ﬁé§:toid¥€bﬁnd th

Force und repeel the Ordirence; thet in )

Gomposition, drganjsdtion and maintenance of the

o
the Defence’Force unit héd ceansed to exist und the

Ordinance was entirely lnoperative; that sowe

effegtive organisation of the wnite wan-power o1 the

Co%géy ought t? be “introduced as soon us gossiblg

&£nd that, therefore, the Force qught'to be'disBaﬂd?dﬂ
5 . 3 Lreeld®

and a'ﬁﬁecurity Force" set up. é f 4k

On the 6th of January ne telegrgbpédi@o
Sir~John Maffey saying that liajor cavendish-Bentinck-
hud put down a motion about the Defence Fdrce. e
replied on the 8th of Junuary suggesting that the
Governor should take the line that the organisation”
and condition of the Force were not satisfactory,
that he was proposing to repluce it by sométhing in
the nature of & volunteer unit and that he hud put
forward proposals to that efrect.

Then on the 4th of Pebruary we telegruphed
briefly saying that the secretary of Stuté.ugreed witk
his view that the Force should be disbanded snd
repluced by a suitable organisation und: the despatch
of the 5th o} February was aenpfi%f agéordingly. Ity
is necessary to look &t what is in that despatech,

In it the Secretary of state stated that he had come

to the conclusion thut in the interest of Lhe general
securfty of Kenye the best, und indeed the only °
possible,‘course i8 to disband the Defence orce and
replace it by some wore suitable militury organisation
He then went onﬂtq mﬁkc various suggestions as Lo the
)
Fﬁrce)»bgglzgié,cgrétn%ly thut these points’ Jére put

forward as Buggestiong for consideration and thut

g s g (
the first thing.to do would be to prepure legislution

which




which should be submitted in draft. How,.
when legiélation has to be §re§ared, 1#«1-
duite obvious that it has td )s discussed 3n
"Council and further,. it hga to be publlshed

befors xt is introduced iﬁLG Council so that

thq unofficial oommunlhy.willrhgve‘eve Y 5
;pportunity for expressing their views. We
had thought that the Governor had elready -
>t&ken the Unofficials into his oonfidenae, but
after the despatch had been approved we had a’
privatejletter from the:ﬂovernor saying that
Major Cavendish-Bentingk had come up to
Governuent House and that the Governor thought
he might_ory to wake trouble. In a letter to©
the Gbvernor of tﬁe 11lth of February Sir Cecil
Bottomley pointed out &hat the various
proposals were only put forward as suggestions
aud thut we should uslso have to consult the
dar Office.

Tne next thing wae that the Governor
usked if he might publish the despatch, which
he seid would "minimise orgenised poiitieal
agitetion which I anticipate will quickly die
down", ¢md will enable him to eppoint a
committee to advise on the legislatioen. We

replied thet there was no objection but that

we should meke it clear that it would be

necessary to ask the advice of the Army Councll

psfore she mattgr WS finally aettled i
‘ ln a’ 1ebter to 3ir John lnﬁ&ﬂy of th

11th of Januury the Governor said t&htftho

vaed iu Qanoil and ti;t aov

\.

mutlan had been

uuggeatlons wken they got.them, und ke &ny

suggestlonx “for conQ1durut10n which might tend to
v?nsure Fhe fullest possible measure.of local co-
operation. ‘ ’

Now we get this. It is, I think,
obJIously 4 political move ugainast sir Joseph Byrne.
The Unofficials have for a londltime taken the line
that the Governor does not éonsult them und they
have seized upon this to muke @ gpectacular protest.
The enswer is that there is no intention of not
consulting thew; that the Governor's proposul to
appoint a committee wiich wus mentioned in Council
is the obvious course; that the secretary of State's
proposals were far from being cut and urled and he
said 80 in the despatch; und that any. suggestions
for better utilisation of the Kenya Luropeun mans-

power will be welcome. . .

5 N
I think-/myeelf that the Governor would.
advise us to pay no attention. They are trying to

meke & political and personal grievance out'of it and

f
. the ag}tation will very probably die down. It might

—_—

ﬁbe as well, however, to reply immediately as per

"draft herewitn) RogX /[ a9uiee walnly LB we'gul
e Crocnh LT,
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These two letters from Sir Joseph Byrne.
d6’ not aqé really much to our information bgyong =

- 4
. ~8tating that Lord Francis Scott was very rude

to the Governor at the Executive Couucil meeting
and that they knew all about the fact that a
reorganisation of the Defence Force was under
consideratioii. This, of course, is duize true
and the thing was raised by Major Cavendish

Bentinck in September, 1934, as will be seen

from the Cnveinor's letter No.12 on 23118)34."

When.Major Cavendish Bentinoﬁ then called on
the Guvernor he was speaking as the asting
leader of the Elected Members of the Council
and told the Governor that they were anxious
about the Force. It being a.defence matter,
the correspondence was necessarily secret and
the rule about secret despatches is contained
in the Colonial Regulations, No.145, which i
lays down that the Governor is forbiddgn,
witbqgt the express authoripy of the | ”‘
cf State, Lo communicate secret deapatnha! t
eny persc.. other than such memhere o! ﬁ #'11

interest to consult or lniorm. A stric‘r

applioation of this fyld nou1¢ pn!X nt

A

‘it an air mail despatch is sent as per draft herquith.

t : ) include

oonsulting his Executlvs Couneil because Lord Francis

Scott anﬂ Maaor Oavendish Bentfnck are not peraons B
. AN

conauit‘them and that permiaaion would, of oourse
have been given.
Sy But there was no necessity really, glnce it
vas not pr0posed to do anything beyond-to make
public the faqt‘thst the Secretary of State hed agreed
to the reorganisation of the Defence Force -and its
repi;cement by a more efficient body, ahd nad~put
~forward certain suggestions to that end, ﬁhile in
accordance with its tetmg at’ the Council debate in
-January, the Kenya Gove}nm;nt wa; about to set up a
Committee to consider what was to be done. There
was, therefore, nothing to consult'anybody about
beyond the compositionvof the Committee.
At the same time Lord Francis Scott and Co.
have & kind of debatc~u9£::£$, but there is no dpnbt
whatever that the Governor is right when he says thgt

he is not at liberty to convey the contents of
secret despatches to Logd Francis Scott unlesf "

authorised and furthqr as the Secretary-of Stdte has'f

said in the House of Commons, it is entirely within

_his own discretion as to whom he consults.

We now have a telegram from Lord Francis Scott
v »
sent to the Secretary of State through the Governor,
and in accordance with common politeness I think some

scknowladgmont has to hc'returned. I had thought of

’lpding 8 telegram but I think it would be enough:
1

e

#A_Governog(ia not bound to gppoxnt any }W ‘p,

Unofficials: to' thg Executive Couneil. The instructions

of Government simply provwide that the Council may

1y

g
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“Bir Cecil Bottomlal
; You agked me to look into the guestion
of the undenstending with the Europeaxi Elsoted

| Members as to tho \moi’ficial geats or hecﬁtive

Gounoil. I have had a search mnde and neither th

_paregraph 128 on-page '78 of Sir Edwerd Griqgls ‘

dc;patoh ot ;ho 11zn of September 1930. "In that

Unefficial -European Members, one issby ‘eustom

| 'inveriably the Isader of the European Elected Members

| in the Leginlatiie Council and the other one of the

Europnn ‘nlooted Members for Nairobi". . (See the
_; print in 25,494/1930) It appears then that there
| ’!1 nafthing in the 5hape of a fo :

' } to0 - what tho Governor ahould do I would adviae him
r XY

| should.- If tho Eloo’ted Memh.grs beoome -reasonable

agnin, as they muy, thon they can be reappolntad.

‘The three néw conmunmtionr do not add

[ No,7 ghows' what Mr.Wade, the Colonial Secretary,
thinks about it. - It 1goks to me as if the line
‘teken by the Elected Members will be that,as the

‘ éeor_et.ie._v_or_ State stated that he had come to the |
oonol.nf‘ion thet the Defence Force ought “§ e
abolinod, ihore is no uge in their protesting,

| However, if tl:l_p‘Seorot-‘ry‘or State had not come to

that conolusion there would have been no point in
» ol

e
»

i H.giatry nor I oan find anything more explicit than

7. i despatch he gays "tHE fact that of the thres -

C] but tbere

g_uatom aiyah understanding. ga“ng baok 5
v a called upon to*give a}ﬂvﬁ.ce 'aB

; not to appg:.nt anxbpdy 7l'here is no req-nn why he

b |[‘ury muchis No.6-isjs I think, rather mistaken 1_n its
- ~| form and ell that need heppen to it fs &n acknowlsdg-

ment from the Secretary of State's Private Secretary,

.

sugge at:lpc




does not hold very muth water.

says, they have ueen 1nvited to consider )
the Secretary of State's suggestions and if they
don't like’ them, they can give their reasons.

< No-.8 jis the Governor's version. He is
again urging that he should get direct orders
from the Secretary of State. That ié what T do
not like. In particular it is awkward for the
Secretary ol State to issue orders-to a Colonial
Government in a matter of this kind whiek
affects all the white population unless he is
fairly confident that he will have reasonable
support. If it does come to a 'show-down', then
the oenly thing to do is to back the Governor and
give him any 1nstrucv10ns which wlll strengthen
his hand. But until it does come to extremes

I would not give up attempts to get sgreement.
The Kenyw Governvent is pledged to appoint a
Cemnittee and they had better do so.

Une can agree with the Governor that
the Defence Force, whatever form it takes in
future, ought not to be under en uqofficial
€ommendant. That s indeed plain to everybody
and wes even suggested by Major Cavendish
Sentinck in 1934, when he proposed to the
Governor that the whole Defence Force, with
1t is true, 1tézzommandant, should be under the
U.C.Troops.

Ihe © vernor proposes to defer making
éppolntients to Executive Council and, as I
f-8ve sa1d above, I am sure this is right,

With

- 7W1thﬁreg§%d to the Vigilance Coumittee,
the posétEon Th-dWkWETGS 1{ i;Zlewgul to have o=
societies in Kenya as elsewhere, but most of the
leading Unofficials charged into the Vigilgnce
Society in a burst of enthueiasm (or so I am told)
and it world be difficult to find anyone who has
not been mixad,up with 1t. In ali the circumstance:
I think the-bcst'thing 4o do is to ignore it.

With reéaru to Maj.. Cavendish HCMLL“;k'S
letter, one can agree with paragrapn 2, that in s
Colony like kenya th= guestion of internel security

and tne safety of women aund children is of vitay

importance and Governmeni will welccme any suggestion
thal may be brought forwar+ tor conusideration. fhe

opening seiitence of pbaragrenh 2 ie absolutely what
one would expeot. If thers is a senl taternational
emergency, the one thing or which everyone can be
sure is that every single settler in Kenya will
place himself uureservedly at the disposal of the
Government in whatevar capacity he may be most
useful, The trouble about the Defence Force is that
1t is not in real existence and if it Q;re mabilised
for a generai emerz#noy rnd kept mobilisad, it wouin
have to be turned, in practice, into something quite
different before it could render useful service.

The Eleclsd Members leeve the personnel

of the Committee to the Governor's discretion and,

I think, so can @we, but consideration by & Committee

¥ with unofficial representatives there must be.

VL. IO
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B ' llth ra;arf“tn the, dﬂt dupatch to the

Govetnbr, it requires now a 1fttle altemtion

beocause we know that he has acoepted the z;eaignationé
of the jwo‘Elooted Members. I think the alteration
suggested is perfectly right, but it might be N
modified by altering the word "rightly" to
"pro,per];y."'. 4 Draft herewith.

|
|
|
|
|
|
!
|
|
i

idajor ‘Cevendish-Bentinck's letter to. the
«g; Hép. Captain cugst 1o

'q,nt .are 1nzpmﬁ;\i&'om .
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g2 tar as for & Member of the Com;nqna to
consult people in Kenya as t,fj.‘t;ﬁe'?' At..'erms of
his Qpes;-j’ori and\t'akih‘g éuggeations for
Supplemen:tafies. Play can be made with
that i1 required. The whole of the letter vis‘

simply vulgar abuse of_ t}vgg-AGovernor, and in

uy opinion, little importance need bg attached )

to it on that score. We know thut the-ultrg—-:
political element in Kenya does not like and
did uot like Sir Joseph Byrne, but in my
opinion that is due to the fuct thet Kenyar, &
for the lirst time in its history, had a
Governor. With the exception of Sir Robert
Coryndon, who unfortunately died before he

nad been very long in Kenya, the place has not

had & really strong Governor who could take

whet fie considered tle right line and follow it.

In tne case of Sir Jose;h Byrne they have got
one. I do not lik: molug lato personalities,
but it i zl~c co.mon knowledge that Major
Cavendish-3entinck, for many reasons, is not
& person with whom the Governor ¢ould possibly
be O;L friendly terms.

The incoie tax r:".ﬂtter was before my
time in the Depurtuient, and again it muet have
been cowrmon kuowiedge that.after Lord Moynes'
Report so.e measure of income th would

proubsebly be introduced. The people in Kenya

did get annoyed at the heading on the stationery,

out I.don't think that the objection need be
taken too ssriously.
- In regard to the composition of the

Cowittee, ihe Gdvernor told us that they had

agreed

® -

x”

agreed in Executive, Council to the 12"{'}1“5?()!1‘_0_1‘/ 5

Mr. Pandya Bh thén_‘_\kéi{f‘ back on it. :
s JE

A I am afraid thet when ,‘U' ﬁ’oux}‘sv: to
allegations %f this kird«tie gflli\: thing to do is

to trust t.hé Govun*;ur and to disbhelinve anyb:-itn,'; s0
utterly unimpn’rtant &8s Major Cavendish-Yientinck.
There is -‘a real danger that these noisy and
unimportant peo/ple mey get listemed to when the
Others, who are not so voluniﬁe, do not get heard.
v’l‘he ‘Governor relies on tne Secretery of State to
back him if necessary, and I think he should.

I do not think that Ceptain Guest expects

& very long reply and I submit tle draft of one.

S0
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S woudd” you pleuBe advise as to the reply

which Mr. Thomas might make to the attached letter
’ 5 ; )

from 8ir Waldron Smithers, M.P., regarding Kenya.

[ 2
, S,
This is a typlcul uerformance. The two
Members have walked out of Council and we lmovl all
about it and have received the gxtracts ‘from the
local papers, but people in ken&a who have friends in
Parliament send them copies of the papers with a view
to stirring up trouble at this end.
The situation as regards the resignations
is that they have been accépted by the Governor, that
lord Francis Scott was extremely rude to Sir Jossph
Byrne and that the Governor is quite satisfied that
the whole agitation which has been whipped-up will die
down equally quickly unless it is kept alive from hers.
It is, of course, a regular stock- in trade of* people.
in Kenya to say that conditions are very unhappy, but,
with the 1mprovoment which seems to be coming along in
the unhappiness 1s propably mainly
in the minds of the politically minded settlers. -
In any event. the attitude o;’vnlgar abuse
which is what the Slected Memberk have taken refuge in

agricultural matters,

is not calculated to advance their cause and, if.no
attention is paid to them, they vill Drohably find

‘something else to do. What is necessary 'is not to

V' call attention to the'situation but to take no notice #

of, it and thereby perhaps help the people in Kenya to
Neither the incident

RN \ A IS
L RN A TEE AN .- nor
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nor the people ‘in Kenya has any reai

importance in the scheme of things.

) Draft reply herewith on the
asgumption that it is to bé forwarded to
Sir Wdldron Smithers' correspondent in Kenyéu

as he asxs at the finish. It is hardly

.

,sultable to send the whole of Mr. Thomas's
5y Wit
.

e letter to Captain Guest SIROB that letter

refers to correspondence - from Meuor'*

Caygndish-Bentinck whlch Sir Waldron has not

got, but I ‘think the extract will doaqulte
well .,

“ LY "
It is in my opinion very necessary to

emphasize the fact tinet Kenya is governed by »o "

<. the Goveruor in Nairobi and that the settlers
c%nnog‘Gn\the one hand protest against
interference from Downing Street, és they ao,
and{on the othe¥ invoke the assistenéégb?
Downing Street eﬁd of private Membe;e‘qfv
p Parliamegg whenever they think it eui£§~?heir
y

book. 4 \
Y. [ i \
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GoverwmenT Norice No. 228 )/
NOTICE. Jy

HIB Excellency the Governor has been pleased
%o appoint & Committee with the following terms of
reference : —

TeRM8 OF REFERENCE.

(o) To-examine the suggestions for the re.
organisation of the Defence Forces of the
Colony contained in the Colonial Office
Despatch, of 5th February, 1036,* and to
_submit  for the "consideration of the
Government and of the Sécretary of State
a report, thereon.

(b) To prepare such draft legislation as nay
be necessary in accordance with para-
graph 7 of the Despatch.

The personnel of the Committee will be us
follows : — . ¢
CHAIRMAN ;

Colonel J. A. Campbell, p.s.0., Commander,

Northern Brigade, The King's' African Rifles.
l,qunm:
~ The Honourable T. D. H. Bruce, Bolieitor

General.

R. W. Hemsted, Esquire, c.m.6,, 0.nE

Lieutenant-Colonel A. Dunstan Adams, w.c.,
Communding 1st (Nuirobi) Battalion, The Kenya
Defenco Force.

Captain Vivian Ward, President, Kenya Rifle
Association.

SECRETARY :

C. M. Deverell, Esquire. ~

*In the communique covering thé~publication o
the 6th March of the above-mentioned Despatch,
it was stated that—

“A Cg ittee will be appointed forthwith to -
submit noommaudationa‘geuerally on tii®Becre- oo
tary of Btate’s suggestions and particularly on the

“legislation required tg give effect to the changes
if such be ultimately approved.”'

The Committee now appointed also gives effect
to the undertaking given on behalf of the Govern-
ment by the Colonial Secretary in Legislative
Council on the 10th January, and it will, it is hoped,
give an oppertunity to those who so desire of having
their views on this important question considered.

Nairobi, |
4th April, 1936. A. pe V. WADE,
Colonial Secretary

GoverNMENT Norice No. 273

COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO EXAMINE THE
SBUGGESTIONS FOR THE RE-ORGANIZA-
TION OF THE DEFENCE FORCES OF THE
COLONY. CONTAINED _IN THE C(OLONITAL
‘Aapjotoeg IDI1M0J0O) 40
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A ﬂ‘lew; Scheiiie

Iﬁ “has been ‘éBmmon knowledge
the authoxijies

in Kenya and ﬂx apndon have been,
considering the reor amsamon of |

of the Governor as UCommander in
Chief and of his principal execu-
tive officers. 'That is not a change
to which anyone who regarded the
K.D.F. m ita true light as a force

r the' defenca of Kenya, ~will

object. - It has t.‘l:a midez:"I advan-
vesting . the new wnit: with

fﬁﬂ’.ﬁmﬂt, 5nd it binds- Govern-{|1f the sohismezorers .
iaent quite definftely to its encour- and iin that way is a
agement. The p al i3 that ehen on the jresent. ar if Wi combina-
[shivold be k)m-z?: ion of hoth or some modification
ment ' That in itself qu senura or adjustment it can be still further

its nature but will
source of real pride

with it wilk be an  yrtillery

the ‘internal - def
of thp Colony. “Defence has assum

Mombusa, in co-operation with the

cause in the light of recent experi-
ence the Britjsh- Government, has
come to the conclusion that &
strong Empire is ihe bgst guar:
antee for the peace of the world,
the exercise of the authority of the
League of Nations and the bene-
ficial influence of the principle of|
collegtive - security, Gregé Britain
has taken in hand the reorganisa-
tion and modernisation of her|
defence services. The public,
understanding fully the nature of
the need and the objective, have
made no demur; on the contrary

|Jand discouragement # has estab-

 National Government was sent

largely to implement the
pledge of armed security which is
now being oarried out. With the !
world as it i8 to-day; no part of
the Empire, unhappily, can neglect '
its mll|!nry ‘needs and the prenent
conflict in Abyssinia has given a|
warning to watchful people of the
importance of preparedness and re--
mmdaa them of the great changes
t about in
| ing by the d t of
aircraft and modern weaponn For |
some years Kenya hes established '
and maintained he principle that |
its European population” must be
ready to provide for the security of
their homes .and of the welfare of
subject races committed to - the
charge of the British people. The|
Kenya Defence Force has had a!
chequered career—in some wnyl a8

A 1

General Lewin's correspondence
serts bo-day an unliappy e
ence—but’ dasplte every dlﬂlculty

the fact that j:hare l)el up(z

the.ranks of these forces will have
to be taken seriously. At the pre
sent time there are several Units
af the Kenya ‘Defence Force
throughout the country. It should
be made clear,  we. think, that -if
sutlicient volunteers come forward
in any distriet.a Territorial Onit
will be formed there o that peopla
living in scatteréd communities in
the~ settled areas may feel
secure under thg new scheme as
they do under the exigting K.1.F.
organisation.. But

Force is essentially voluntary in its
character and if fhe acheme goes
through as it is now framed, its

success will be u proper test of
Kenya's loyalty and sense of res-
ponsibility for her own defence.
We have heard a great deal agains|
the principle of conseription; now
let us see the criticg hurry forward
to offer their services as volunteers
in the Colony's own Regiment. .It|
they dom’t. und if - there ~are not
enough + "vblunteers,  the  Fast
African Standard will not hesitate
to ecall upon the Government of
this” country to introduce conserips
tion aguin and to bring pressure to
bear on all young men te discharge
the obligations of their British
inheritance,

dompulsonlv registered and giveny
their place in 4 general scheme,

matter for serious considdration)
whether every able:bodied mun up]
to a cortain age limit should not ba
called upon to go through u course

lders of the/¥

of rifle i as his  practical
i ik to mass cffctivencss
| Even with a plan und u register. o

ted.
Gnunl Lewin spgke (u
quditytnrd -none 'who” know
his country. will/
incerity and " feath: of

!bu”‘ But, the Kenya De
Forca bas had some defects
@in one has been that,

ita loyalty, it has not been

pmperly &' part of the framework
of the forces of the Crown and one
of

ob of” untrained cwilians «r,

BB

will have o trmmng and it is

for the unit a close identity withfimproved
the Colony which not only explainaldo is to put all prejudices nside and
“surely be 8 ]mu together in working obt some-
Associuted |thing that will stand the e«
und 'in that spirit we commend it to the ‘
searchlight unit for the defence of :;mmfivmhnn of the comtry
his

8o fur ag the Reserve|*
is uoncarnod the weakness in. thel
lischeme is that the musses, thoughy

digap on military wuthorities
‘would be less burdensome and
r more useful . if each of them
ould handle w ritle. That is «
oint  which Government might,
consider i cennexion with the
encouragement  of Rifle  Clubs,{.
‘whieh have survived largely to
date on the enthusiasm of their
members. The essential thing, as
the Becretary of State has said, is

he principal changes pi

cheme plub ed_to-day,

m!
the Secretury of State,

#{ convince thosg peo
the Territorial |,
| with having laid them, open-

then the wise thing to

It ig

with |

|
voluntary ' |

proviso that if (he

éd 4n zq?artunu: to-day that i Kenyy Royal Naval Volunteer Re [principle does not produce enongh
t»lms inever hiad in bListory. Evenl (o l" Hehind thése will be ulmen for training to meet the'
¥ prior to the war, in which thid|f; ‘ny@*Hegiment Reserve und it is lreal needs. Government must. not
‘goountry played .its part out of #8lli onnexion with this latter body [Besitate to scek further powers - |f
own very limith urces in man-1) ),y _the “comipulsory principle- will e are going to do a job, let ug
power and- material in-thié* earlyf]} . retumed and firmly  applied. Jo it thoroughly this” time; that
 [stags, less detailed iderationf| 1 Regi and the speciul units %’Pllbu to Government ng well as
‘wias given to def bl than} |\ Mombusa will be on the lines of{6 the public. As promised in
(|is the "esse everywhere in the u Territorisl Foree and  will  bejsegislative Lounml 4 local Com.
world now.  Reluctantly, and be- voluntary, except that service in %

ittee is to bg mvxth to advise
i througt
(the Government, on the scheme
|in its local sel.tmg If their pra:
posalu are wise. and sound the
‘country will expect this ‘Govern-
ment _to back them because, after
all, what the despatch provides
1 only the theory. and we are all
concerned ult,xmgtely in the prac-
tice, - Publication of the detqols of
the also ' probably,
le in “Mom-
Gover?r{nent
to
attack for the sake. of ‘twa guns
and & few semhhghm‘ Although
Mombasa is now a ‘‘defended”
port, nobody need think that “in
|its undefended state it .wis fiee

basa wlio charg

from -attack. _ After all it is an
i important hnrbour where  mili-
i tary  stores ure” hapdled -and
fhoused, it is _an- ol . depot, w
| umenugq,ul.nm- “or ships, “ard-
talling port for units of thesNuvy”
Those things would, have been
enough excuse for m()hl rggr«u-
S8 4 f

to provide meems for the uhlmhon .
full ish y




b ¢ o Yrdid ok

K ya mfm Force My regiond arl adimrationfor

—_—— - the Olhcers and wen 1t hud the
\, bhonour 1o command  during the
) — period of iy wssociation witls the

Vit Deteqoe Lok i ru,
GENWL LEWIN'S LETTER] xegret for tlus unfortunate relation - ) )

0 THE GOVEENOR akip betweon the Fong ad Voo | S
L’(-guuu Voo CoponendE inj , v

5 Yy,

W

To the detor “'E. A, Standord.’ )
=8ir,—I réquest Lbat you will be Chiefs. wmle trust thata"thid e
a- goud enough w publisk the en- | Stateofl dthyivesmay. possibly termi- | . i
o elosed cops, Of ny letter resigning nuto \l[\on ”;o ﬁmlun;m\un( of u)\\ 3
|| my, posmon ot gommundunt_of the sueeessory” whof pes A b ;
b Kenyw Deferice | Foree 10 by [ Eavouredwith some geenter meiy, '
X {f witis Ty lptter to the Hew. The |sure of Your Faceligiéy's confi- | ..
A Colonial Segretary explaining iy P 0ee: Fire o Bt vt ‘
;Y || rengons for lang llnwtop ¥ @ o sty &
& ;¥ ourb e e 2 \
SN G vgm Brig tienend
HES W k 4To
Ao e His Exeolloney Si doscph e |
5w {7\ © || March 4, 1986~ e i R T
8 [ copy | o i
6.‘ Your Excellency, & S f have the .&Qfm\u\ ek
PFollowing  our weterview this L g5 etter Yor 2ot ]
afternoon I haye theshgnour here-§ “.”_‘“ K“[m_"“‘” il U
by to submit Il-nl formal resignation | oo l‘)&\k{l W by
us  Commiun wht of the Kenyu Wi e |
b Defence Loree. ) ernor a8 to Ih N‘YI rigly o Pl ‘
& : t RS 1 AL p
{ My reasou for Luking, this: step f"::’l”“"f"‘";“‘m“’l v(;l‘n'\ [f H‘;\ :n zh“ ':a )
| is that [ find 5 smpossibie o carry [0 on, ol m%.
| out my dutics s Commandant O (e Of pe i
| when [ find that T am not consult- | 200 i |
i od in matters affecting the Force e b Mie vesllenere .
nuder my ('tillllll{ll‘l‘l ] ( PR Tt s
As an mstance” T would mention § o ce s e consideration l'ml.»r ’ e

s e A
oo, b Your Excolléncy™s recent netion in ¥ orainaey crcumstances or ol
uppronching members of the Kenya resigniatign been mude on person ” |

]:cl'uln.klnru (thus nluu [ natur- grou & 1 ol nataedle oy
ally look upon as under my com- B, 5 momenl consider 1 'ml'
mund) regarding  the raising  of pats
volunteers i Mombusa, without

e

v

licatiou of colgespondenc I 1his
hasi 4 | ¢ . ¢ vature 0 4

ving previously in B -
having previously ormed 1ue o In mf‘lﬁ”“ Wi [ate” Eume

Your Kxeelleney's intention to do f o ovg oo ”‘N Kenya Defence | |

-

80. \ .
| As a fuvﬁw 8vd perlinps wore ‘F“I"un-«. wenkd . Howoever, again res
gluring, tunce. | understand | [ mind Foeeleney that Lamocon
‘v Your P\ce ency has submitted to |y vine od That durihyg the pernod | was
1 the authorties at home ng part of 1 commund mnhvl the henvie De-
e comprehensive scheme sugges- [if; | fence Foree nor 1 s Commundant,
tiops .whigh might. entail a com- [1g receivod troatment whick 1 wusy
plete morgnuwuuon of the Kenya [}, entitled 1 ¢ xpect Furthermoru, % .

Defence Force or #ven the posgible ||o|sinee my tpsignation, Governwent
disbandment of the Foree i its have B‘NHM\J”\ doeclined 10 gine
present form. | consider to have uny informuation as to the T mﬂm«l
done so \\ithoub even the know- 'T“lmlﬂw me to !pkn this step. |

ledge of. or any form of consulta- l [ i upable 1o see gy cause
hm_: with. fhose best qur.hﬁml to [\ {tor seerecy lth matter on
assist Your Eacelleney m such a grounds of pitienl expedieney or
fatter, und in particnlar  without other, nor do 1 consider that  any
sither the knowledge of o the con- undesirable precedent will - be T
sultation with the Commandant of created  On the contiary I have
the Defence Force. has been, to come  to e conelusion that T
fuse a mild term. a great error of shoulid be shirking  responsibility
{ judgment. which [ tear may lead 10 were 1 to ke rhe casier course,
:diﬁculﬁos luter on. and avord renderg’ what 1 con-
( f Those 1 muy suy are but two of | || sider 1o be w public servies to this
the muany instances of the ignoring [ Colony and to the Kenva Defence
1 of othg Conmundant- in matters Foree by publishing my letter
1 regarding which he okviously has resignation. [ have therefore decid-
! at lenst the night to be, consulted. | [jed to do 8o
I regret to huve to add that With regarid 1o all cireuimstaneg
, throughout the whole period of my s &
3 i g I Y of the cuse | Leel sure that His
. . (‘:ommxnd»l have not received ut { Excellency  will, on  reflection, 4
: L ‘l:ur EXG(‘“CDC_V'I hunds the con- admit that there are muny prece-
fo ) mderstion uid support to which 1|l ldents which ontirely justify my
{ ywas entitled. Theré nppeurs (o uetion i
[bave bLeen on Your Exdellency's 1 have the honour, ete
ipnrt a studied  antipathy to  the \ C. LEWIN.
Force under my Command nnd on To, T ’
no. occusion huve we, us o Foree, The "Hon. The Coloniul Secretary

ived either Your Fxcellency’s . e— .
= help or encourngement.
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|1the Colony and the Committea
{should not lack sound knowledge

L
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i| State’s dispatch on delence.mri'hay,‘

the,

ity 8

d 'doubt the

atipn ‘whith, the
»locllagndlﬁgm consi-
D

1  divcessary to meet the spe-
ik,rmu%;mj, ents of Kenya. It
i8. quite obvious that the deve-
lopment of the situation in re-
ard to tho port of Mombusa,
e defenco of whieh will be an
East African responsibility, in.

Co ev, which is funder ) :
chairmanshi oer Com: {liroduced a new and Important
di 'Mh{e d- fhe Brigad il:- tlggerinl factor into the whole
| Commandant of the 1sb," L situstion and that this new
cBI:deg a‘? Kenya Defence Force||f phase of local needs was taken
and  ‘whe- Prosident “of the Rifle{} into consideration by, the
|| Associntion. The Committee is] e y of Btate: when Hg re-
“ki ed by ‘ita ferms of referente E.Vlewed, the position. Bo far us
h ‘the- siggestions. 3r] [l the people of Kenya are concerned,
) mniati 4he Defence | || there: is one muin issue and one

* Fogoew™* contained inMr. Thomas'
diap ‘and to prepars any draft
legislation equired, _The Report
||k *bg be made ‘Jor the considera-
tion”" of -the Kenya Government
and the of Btate for the,
| Colonies; The wording of the terms
of reference make it clear that
thg - dispateh is not to be regard-
| ed as mare than a ‘suggestion’ und
| that ag far as the loca) Compmittes
is concerned, the members are in
no way bound Ur restricted in the
directi of - their t n. |
They may approve in whole of in
part; they may. also reject tho
Thoinas schreme if they do not con-
|fsidér it spitable, Thak.is the ex-
tent of their “ljberty ~of thought
and action--and’ jt i% important
that - the Committee, and the
! e of the - country, should
sppreciate  that fact at the
outset. The announcement also
indieates that in-the opipion of
Government the - work thé
Committee should provide” for
those who have views on the
guéstion of defence an opportu-
nity to have their opinions con-
i “There is—a_wealth of
knowledge in this ocountry ‘iif
-matters of defence. The Colony
|numbers‘among its residpnts gx-
| officers of high: rank who™
had long arid practical experience
in the fleld and they a¥e well
qualified” to guide this Commit-
toe in:its -work: by giving. eVid-
ence. Some of them have shown
by their work in the- Kyn
Defencg Force that they havg a

10
def of|

and help in the discharge of its|
imborﬁ& task. ‘Tt iy expeeted, |

GEmtT

-he o

{les  been directed against the

|| the grounds that they do not pro-

greity enthusissm for voluntarily £f
" asaigting the. 'p!uthquﬁec .in th
rganidation +of the

only—the proper defence of the
oountry—and * the tial pur.

Bo far us tIf6 Yreeds Bf the county
fim ;!s tm-u ‘eoncerned, it
important to e agise th

of ' that lnuheri.tﬁpnin 'umy :ul‘;ﬂJ
seheme and it is also necessary |
femember  that "3:0 history
Africa has always wn thag tli
needs of defence demand 4
organisation which can be calle
innto being at very, short notice
Tbnt is o fagtor. iy the whol
situation known' best. - to thos
whd;s lives are spent under thes
condificns and.however sound ma
be the theories of the experts ‘the
require to be.applied imr direction
which provide for the ‘emergencio
which -are never far -distant fron
the ciroumstimces of life in |
Continent.- - ' 7

pose of the Committee, as it will
appear to the public, is to recom.
mend-to-the autharities o scheme
whick meets the modern reqdlire-
ments of that problem. - Not the
least important question is the
defence of the districts. Critioism

Becretary of State'’s suggestions on

vide for the adequate and essen.
tial seourity of the scattered popu.
Iation of outlying areas. Nobody
can be better’ qualified: to impress
upon the guthorities through - this
Committee - the real faets -in this
connexion, ‘and  to urge,a scheme
which - meets that need,- than th=
leading résidents in thosa distriots,
patticularly those who. have been
associated for many years with
that aspect of colanial develop-
ment. Tt is also. obvious to all
thoge Who are acquainted with the
composition of the population of
the Colony. that thers are . many
people~who would make ideal
material for the tasks of leader-
Wip a8 officers and non-commig-
sioned offivers.- A proper scheme |
p‘mﬁme a place
m ull use of th

asset. which the Younger ganeﬂ:
tions_ in"particular represent. - it
would hg.a catastrophe if, in th
event of the need arising  again

that material was employed in
stages in capacities
Bob make the fullest

“|is in the best jnterests— of - the

were justified by the facts
believing that . their views
their knowledge of. the
ments of the settled community
have not been given propes
b 8 : hict

ang

in a que

8o directly - affects a. ¢

called upon to carry a very
| responsibility on behalf * of _ail
races. _But the causes of thal
eontroversy and the - principles
{which animate it are-not to be
confused with the mejor- issus. 6
the adequate defence of the country
and it would be doing the Elected
Members less than justice  to
believe that they will_oppose in
any way the eXawination of a
problem which hag a8 its object
the best.use of the European man-
power of the Colony. - Nevertheless
it is important to remember that,
apart frem _an- unfortunate

worded. sentence in his digpateh,
the Becretary of State "has not
disclosed the reasons .which led
him 1o the. conclusion that - dis-
bandment- of the Defence Force

country and ¢he only course
follow. .The present Committed
will be expected by the public to
discover how, if at all, the Def-
ence Force hus failed and fo con
vey that information to the eOune
ry so-that the .sgheme which '
¥ecommended may -be judged!
to N efficacy and its clgims 'for

d thelessans of &%+

-

A ]

rience.

%ﬂl{t‘iemﬁm\ in tho"lightﬁ&l tHat
dge an
5

=
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In your &tur of the 12th of Yareh you osk %
whltr‘-ar you woula be Justified in refusing in future to
appoint anyone %o the /ixecutive Council who had taken the
oath of meorsgy to qy Vigilance Coumittee. The position
is awkward. From #t I have been told it seems that a -
good meny o1 the lésding Unoificlsls rushed into the '
Vigilance Committee in a burst of enthusiasu. It would ;
be difficult therefore to find anyone of importance in
local p.:l/uios who had not been linked up with it in one
way or amother. Personally I think 1t would be best,
when you ure considering the suitability of indfviduels
for inclusion in your .znouuvo Couneil, to ignore.the
exigtence of the Comttaa altngtthcr-. dut T fully agroo
wlth you thot there ié no present hurry sbout ruung the

vagancies.

Proa

BHIGA I nR=GuN SRAL

SIR JUSBPE BYKRE, Gev.lleG., Ked.d., C.d.
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Mmmnmnmthmughcthnquuure
things appear to be eesier in kenya with sose signs of
*a nt.mn@ prosperity. Our last informant wes ir. Cheer
(Lerd Howard de WuldseSls man, who ealled in and telked.
He diifers from ue in thinking there is a future for maize -
i: sowe places and in some hands, by no meana all - aend
.o doubt he 18 right with that limitation. ve have to
@onsider the induastry as & whole. ,He showed Flood a
lettsr he wrote to ysu about the 3ond Scheme which appeared
to ve on orthodex lines. But he too confiruwed the general
impression that there is a slight but definite turn for

the better. . - >
A)riev'S Sen M{
i R S | .
; cmp
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4 Permt, U.S, of S.

% Parly. U.S. of S.

= Secrelary of State.
s

i - 2

_DRAFT. .-

| ' BRIGADIER-GENERAL SIR JOSEPH BYRNE,
= q.u.x G., KiB. E., 0.B. 2 =

)

X

emi-official for Sit @5

. way or apother.

Rottomley's signature

Downing Street.

7 May, 19%.

r

\ 1n your letter of the

12th of March you ask whether you

- A
wou.ld be _jusufied in kefuring In

;
future to appdint anyone to the

A >

Executiw;e Council who had tnken‘the‘

u

oath of secrecy to the Vigilmce

Committee. The positién is %

awkward . From what I have been

O—r;
told it seems thet me/trm lead-

ing Unofficials rushed into the

Vigilance Committee in a burst of

.

£t would,be, d¥ffioult

enthusiasm.

werefore to find anyon%ﬁho had i

not been linked up with it in one

Personally L

o'

; Cam o

~think



snink 1t would.be best, whén-you are
congidering theé S\iité.bi];ity ;)f“
individuels for inclusion in your
Executive Council, to ignore the

existence of the WEiidwoe CommitteepW«.
Bt 7 /..,u7 S T “aad

i o ™o wa/ﬂgfm

mMuMéan:?M K—..Aa...dx.
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W&M ?‘-—"‘1 Gy & G,
pmastbe . 7'(‘—) bt K wnoll
b gou bt "t xs..,; Sehams ~arkiol ,,.,...9—
£l en oBAen oo But he b comprmd
Lt v o o alout bt




think it would.be best, ahén you' are
. Cd

considering the si1tability of

individuals for inclusion in your

Executive Council, to ignore the

exisiénce of the Waiidmee ComitteeW«.

Rt / /-«% B all g o Aad”

Wh: o A “g
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Executive Council Members Resign

DECISION BY LORD FRANCIS SCOTT ®
& MAJOR CAVENDISH-BENTINCK | ' i (i " 1

|

s Bymie, i
K.I.E., i\
Vour Excelleney, i)

Ch . G N | huve the honowr to inform

arges Aga]nst overnor Your  Fxcelleney  tint Lt.-Col. v
4 0l the Hon. Lord Froncis Seott
discussed  with  me the terms
e :LH‘L has shown me ‘ht‘ text ot

hig letter to  Your, Fxcellency i

FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF DESPATCH ON  |datcd March 8tn '
, A~ Your Excellency knows 1
KENYA DEFENCE SCHEME um in complete agreement with'|
Lord Fruncis Scott and coneur '
with -every word of his letter, |
Lord Francis Scott and Major F. W. Cavendish:Bentinck, ;LEL':;‘,:,,\ Iw P,:'l‘:::l:‘rmy“'."1::: - t,‘:,el

the two European-Unofficial Members of the Governor|icration on my part would serve|

of Kenya's Executive Council, resigned on Sunday. |unv useful purpose
I would metély uiso stress the

The correspondence published helow. setting out theirfuct that our protest is mot be-
ing mnde on personal grounds

reasons in detail, |)grt\g\xlﬂrl;, by I:UId Franeis Seott, [if6 [ uestion of major prin-
states that the publication of the Secretary of State's|cipie :
despateh on defence 1 the Press on Friday, beforel 1 feel strongly  that for some
the Unofficial Members  of Executive Council were|renson \ﬁ““r lzxckvll”;‘ﬂ‘y Ib“ﬁnot
informed of the contents or their advice asked, consti- deemed fit to tuke the TnomOR
. ¥ 7 [eommunity mto - your confidence
Lutes the last glaring inssand® of His Excelleney’s|io a  reasonable ~extent during
treatment of the unofficial community and cannot be|your Excellency’s term of Office,
overlooked. whieh fuct has led to much of
the friction which has oceurred us
between  (rovernment und the

His Excellency is charged with having failed to take the| fo L mumty  during  tne
accredited representatives of the European commtY | ut fow years.

into his confidence op many occasions during his term| Thi lust nstanee 10 ‘which

of office and that failure is stated to be the cause of lLnrw }"I'“l\\:‘h .\‘»I...u lrlefurs in h;;

o o otter to Your Fxcellency 18

much regrettable friction during the past few years. | Tt T ) consider that we

. ; e hould  be  betraying the trust

I the circumstances His Fxcellency's action 18 lul,erl‘)rel‘cd T\"'.f.‘.f. ,,“L ]N,',l‘,‘m;.,,"_'_,‘h,d in us by

as showing that he places no trust ov confidence in the|those who put us into  Council

jndgment. of his unofficial advisers ware we 1o aceept this posttion
wy longer, and ws Your Excel-

" L ” Jendy  upparently  considers that

“No Trust or Confidence e e T wakthy of Your Ex.

cellenoy v confidence 1 feel  that

The eorrespondence wlhich was [couragement  and ussistanee from { o oseful purpose pan be werved
fsaucd vesterday by the two mem- | Your Fxcelleney aml your Gov- [y remannng on Your - Fxeel-
Le s i iu the followmy terma — sriment When ot wus  first |lenev’s Exeeutive Counetl nand |
frmed ot poceived  every encout- |hereby  alse Lew  to tender my

¢}
\: agement from the then Governor, resignation
. : s March, 1936 Rir Edwurd Gngg, who hud o I have the honour to be ete, |
To His Facelloney Bryg Geoersl | tost l'l\}\llg\llshud _r(-(‘ord w thy FOAW CAVENDISH-
Pyrne G40 MG, Great War, but since theu uot TINCK.
AR only hag it been starved nf money
ponser o e, i, which wus perhaps  unavoidabl
Yoiie Beepila but it has received no symputhy | Cuable sent e the It Hono J
neotirageine an Your ot C Reere
1 enhion herowith iy bitve o or encouragcment frorm Your Ex l‘l Ihomn the ceretary  of
2 b eelleney State for the Colones
posigontion  from Fxeculive Coun 0 Lehalf BEu —
; ehi rope 2
el T opropose sending wocop of I hd o ntieatens b the pre " . ropeun comie
4 " i woned chatge unnd 1 nead the LAty st pegister  Strongest Pos
tlis lotter 1w all Kurspean Eleet- |1 By ' b
N Seeretary of State s Despateh o aible protest against whitrary dis-
el Members for ther mformation, | g, o mornig r "” Landient Kenvae Defenee Foree
» Frgduy mornwig s supor,  thougp | Pendin g ' i
and will also send copies to the LA B0 Tt v neferenee representa

one  might  Tuve  expreted as o i
L ~houlid tives Unotticd connmunity who

Woere helocven mformed  prior to
publication ~in Press - stop Ty
further stuner disregard Unoff.
eral opinion has caused such justh

Press on Tuesduy  alternoon for
publieation next Wednesday
1 huve the horour to be. cte
FRANCIS sCOoTT

small mutter of conrtesy
Lave boen miormed by Your Fx-
eolleney  beforvhand — iustend of
Lemng left to resd v m Ui Press

HeW s ¢ Juc-
@ ‘ neses: 4 SEM Hismels L e by roppintment that, Tientore
sl March, 1086 | come to the conctision that in the and L have resigned - Tiveentive
To His Excelleney, Wrg, General §interests of the genernl soeurity Conneil
Sie J. A, Byife, GO MG fof Kenyw the best aud deed the FRANCIS SCOTT
K.B.E., C.B, only possible course is o disbund '
Your Excellency, the existing Defence Foree, " On «5)
I have the honour to refer  to | What grounds has ‘the Secretary of (lovernment House,
State come so definitely to this Kenyn

the protest mude by mysel[ and
& d e S T L TR Lo

Am(-.l\ln)(n\; o nvzm‘u‘_lu}xmu“_ rw‘hielvl,. My Liord,




wluch wns

130 mein-

T
issued yesterday By
Lurs 18 i the following terms

(1)

g March

To His Fovectleney

S Byre
KI5k 1

Guoverntient

corresponilence
the

1930
trip Genera!

Gdal M G,

Ho Nerobn
cheney

herewithe my
Faecutive Coun-

L enclos tter

resignation 00
wl 1 propose sending u c‘.,.f of
this lotter to uil duropestt Blect-

nfordtation,
the
for

|

ed Members for ther
and will ulso seml eopt
Press on Tuesdwy af
publieation next W oednese
I huve the hovoue G e
PRANCIN SCOTE™

(2)

ey to

PO

lay

VIV L=

To Ils Excelhney e
Sie o AL Bome ot

tivneral

MG

Your kuxcellency,

1 the honour
the proi.od mude by myeeld aud
Major the Hon F. \. Cavendigh-
Bentinck at the Mesting of - Exe-
cutive Counail held on Friday last;
March 6t and L regret Lo suy that
affer giving e matler the  most
careful cousideration 1 huve come
to the wonelnsin thut 1 can nO
Viember of Your
Council

have o refer to

longer serve s o
Excellency s kacentive

The protest we mude wus on
\d not ou persona

a
major principh
grounds

Under
Colouy  thie
community reprosented
Aembers o Legislative
Couneil, und it hag been customary
for Your Excellency to nominate
two of these Elected Members to
Your Fxecellency s Executive Coun-

th. of this
unofticial

by

Constitution
Lusopean
is

eleven

el The primary object of in-
cluding tvo Kleeted Members on
Your lleney s Executive Coun
eil it enuble Youe Excellency
poi ouly to refer to these two
Membes  for advice on mutlers
affecting the Colony —us u whole
but éspecially uu subjects which

specifically uffect the community
which they reprosent. It thersfore
follows that if these two Members
are effectively to shoulder thie res-
__ponsibility they must feel assured
thet they enjoy Your Fxcellency's
confidence to thé extent at leust
Jf beng kept informed of such
mensures us may from time to time
be devised whiclh affeet the Buro-
pean unofficial community. This,
however, does not unfortunately
seem {0 lave been the position

Office.

mto your

during recent veurs between Goy:
ernment  and the, Unofficial - com

munity would have been avoided

ween fit to treat the Unotticial eom:

“No Trust or Confidence ”

| only possible course ix

during Your Excellency’s term of

We have no hesitation in saying
that had Your Fxcellency seen fit
ta tuke the Unofficial community
confidenee tn a Teason-

able extent during  your {rm <ot
Oftie much of Jhe regrettuble
friction which hus been evident

he lust glarig instonce of the
way m whieh Your Exeellency hos

munity i one which in view of the

ind i fuct part of 18 eonstitution
and vially nffects the interests of

- any ohged, BEa m i

Jeney apporently considers  thatd

we nre not worthy of *Your Ex-

celleney s confidence 1 feol  that

courngement  and assistunce from |po ugeful prrpose cun b served
wir  Excellency ungd your Gov- |by  remuining  on Your Fxcel
crument When it wus first lency's Fxecutive Covmen and !
formed 1t peceived every encous- | herehy nalso  beg to tender my

agement from the then CGrovernor, |resignation

Sir Edward. Otigg, who hud o] T huve the honour to e, cte.,
most distinguished ‘r(-cord in the W CAVENDISI-
Grest War, but since then not BENTINCK.
only hug it been starved of mopey, .
which wus periiape  unavoiduble, @
but it has received no sympsthy Cable sent 1o the Ko Hon. J
or encouragement from Your 1< |H, Thomas, the Secrelary ot
cellency State for the Colomies

| bud ne intanabion of the pro-1 0 belulf - Buropean  commu-
pusad chinge unui 4 roaed the [HITY TSt regt Prongest
Seeretury of State s Desputeh m Sibli protest agninst arbitrury dis-

. bundinent Kenya  Defence  Fopee

Frigay mornmgs paper, thougit
one’ might Dwve expected as v
sl matter Hf vourtesy 1 should tives
Luve been informud by Your [y [ Were
ellomey  beforclnnd  iusteud of publication
boing left to resd 1t m tho further

Press | \
news.  [n that Despuatch the Sec- ?‘"' l“!”"‘“!l”nm l(!uu'n'.: ,
retars  of  Stute suys bl resentmen n

*T have o . \
come Lo the conclusion that in the |82 CRIEN O
= [ Counedl >

imtervepts of the g«-n.-ml secnrity
of henya the best and wdeed the
1o disband

reference representn-
conununity  who
informed prior to
Press  stop  Thu
disregard Unoff-
d suech just)-
Bentinek
Txeeutive

iy

Unoffictal

even
m

4 | withowt
not

mstance

have
BRANCIS' SCOTT
(8

e existing Defénce Yore On

what grounds has the Scuretury of (tovernment House,
State come €o definitely o this Kenyn.
conclusjon; & gongjusion  (which, My Lard

0{ c:‘)ursg,'ll‘n ‘l‘ bllg “m;i‘:’mbz) I have received-with very _real
everyons who has been u Membef) ...t vour letter of the 8th March

of the Kenyn Defence Force. It
can only have been come to us o
result of Desputelics sent home by

submitting to me your resignation
from my Bxeeutive Couneil.
Under the circumstanees 1 have

Your lxcellency, presumably the . :
Despotches menhml\ed in the Sec- no_uhc;nuhvu but to accept this
retaty of Siete's own Despatceh, resignation. y
Obviously the yuestion of the I<have the honour to be, ete.,
Kenva Defence Force has been J. BYRNE,
actively- djschssed by Your Excel- Governor.
lency during the lust fifteen) 14 .Col. the Hon Lord Fran.
moibths or more, and yot never|sig Scott, D.8.0., é/o The Rlee-
huy my opinion  or advice been|t.d Members' Organisation. Nai-|
wought, ulthough T huve been ‘all | robi

that time the uccredited repre ’ 4

(6)
(iovernment House,
Kenya.

oth March, 1986.

gentative of the European com-
munity on Your kxcellency’s Exe-
cutive Council, und though 1 have
ulways been aotively interested in

!

the welfure of the Kenys Defence| Sir, ‘
Foree from its birth and in fact| 1 have received  with mgmg"
for some time wag its  Com-lyour letter of the Bth March sub-
mandsnt,  To the best of my|iitting to me your resignation
knawledge no other person inti-}from my Fxecutiv® Couneil.
mately cofinected with the Kenya| Upder the eircumstances L
Defence, Force hys been usked for|have no alternative but to ae<
Wis adwice, nnd gertainly not the | cept this resignation.

late Commandant. ato.,”

. . . I have the honour to be,
We do not in any way esvil at J B

the fact that Your Excellency :
may be in disagreoment with us
on this matter. Your Excellency
is‘Governor of thia Colony, and us
such hus the right to  take wny
wcetion which you may consider to
be in the intevests of the-€ a
We ouly claim to have the right
of heing formed of Your Execel
leney's views snd of the reasons
yrounds on which such views
be based - such  information
can furthermore ulways be con-
veyed to the Blested Members
serving on Your Kxcellency’s Exe-
cutive (Jouncil  in confidence.
We should then know the position
and #though -possibly not in agree-
ment, we should nevertheless in
many cases suppodt Your B xvel-
lency x

> Governor.
Major the Hon. F. Cuvendish.

Bentinck, ¢/o the Elected Mem

bers' Organisation.

1 consider thut an uffront has
been given to the whole European
commumty  through myself wnd
iy collengue on Your Jixe :
Executive Council in  thut
recognised  representatives

histors of the pust two or three been d".\l!bmiutely ignoted o a

veurs [ feel we cannot averlook matter \‘xwl v uffecting the whole
As -ou must well know  the community Tt seems to me thu

Kenvan Defence Foree s part of by your uction you have nho\\l}

the e o ”‘_'l ] that you place 1o trust or, eonl

e orgamsation of this Colony, | denee in, our ]lﬂl{gm“.l\l andi1 find},

with  any© self-
smber of Your
e

that T eanfiot
respect remuin @ Me
T U e




bk else alter those powers arbi¢-!
®oast rarily. By Legislative Act the|
) powers of the Commandant could be

H wfieoted, but His  Exoellency
Gnnhla“ oould not take individual: action
to interf say, with the Coms
mendant ih  the exeoution of

WMY 11th Ma’ 1936 his dutics. But, it may be argued,
y —

|there was no question of ioter-, _
i ) {ference: the charge made againat -
TVs “ His Exoellency is one of = hck of
gﬂv" 3 support. Assuming this, tliea, what
i | support did His Bxoelienoy ﬁiehhnld’
from Censral Lewin? One is not

TEI .quu'ion of the defsnce told. A general charge is made by!
i Protd

his Colony; u*d the Commandant. Andgeneral oharges '
aé the inste- are eusily made— if diffioult to refute.| |
be. akovs /and Ouve would prefer to have specific! |
7 Lot' 'us dataila of this lack of  snpport!
w6 is oted in  lid belore aocepting unreservedly

( of Génaral Lewin from ff |[|'the Geoeral's  explanation of |

“post of Cowmandant of the why be resigned. Did His |
y#_Deéfonce Forzo. In his lestar Excellenay, for example, refuse Lo |
aignation Geoeral Lewin states ettend perades of troops? Did he

1 onse of lack of support absent bimzelf on ceremonial |
feomn  His oy the ocoasions when his presence would |
Geverner Beataver he|fll bave been bolpful” Did he ignore |
&8 - commandant, did, says General requasts for assistance at social |
Lewin in effest, was nullified by Iack [} ||| evenings of mess githerings? Did he
of Government support. - Tho logu- ghow by his detoBanour that  the
age used in stating shis oase was||||K.D.F. or its commandgnt or any
jivoeq) ; indeed. many men of | ||| one olso conpectpd with it was

. lags ~qiiclal stature than = |||distastefu) o him? Pending some
mightBave been pardoned ' ||[really  inlormabive explanativn on
seption. tois. On the [|these poinjs—andithere are, doudt-

po of Geveral ||less, many other oansiderstions which

{ thiab the lsugusge f[[do mnot ocfur 'to, & nom-military-
i{n, blunt, outspoken |(minded w ~on@ feels loath to

a meséage- to ‘deliver, ||applaud postal” Lewiu  and
irrespective of whose feelings he J(condemn i Exeallency. The
burts or whose toes he treads upon propriety of publishiog the letter nf|
I this latter be ihe ase, no §|resignation is interwoven with these |
more olose obampinn of Genersl §|ceflections. The “Guardian” has
Lewin would be found than §quite an opon miod on this aspect of | |
lthe “(uardian” which believes that [ |che mstter. If Geoeral Lewin ini
the plsce, and the|fl|correct /in his attitude—and that,
subjeot govern tho lauguage used. N |in the esbiciabion of this journal, is'
/|1t is nobt always either judicious | ¥ |lagkiny {n ‘proéf —theo, perhaps. e
or_expedient to call a epade aifl|bad full jussification in Laking the
spade; gmm Ao’ public into his eonfid nce in u very
when no name vigal ‘matter of -publio interest. But
i Gepépal . Lewin i uot

s w;lly W“_iﬂ his  attitude ?
hat, for examyple, f
L

PETE

3
o
8
s

digging xve esscakisl and imperative.
Bus ‘one wonders if this’ wobion - of| | politisal  expedience is
Gensral lewin was - etively| | thd back of thig' resiguation ? \Whay
inspired by s dedics to rediedy o|]if the regigiution of  rhe
stade of affairs in the K D, F.|| Commandant of the K D F
which he ssemed %0 bheve|fand the’’ - piblicavon ol
“fouind as  undeslebls - ee|fbis letter of resignation with- ite
it was hopsless. Thisre seems| | explovatory letter to the Colonial
to be no doubs that - mamy Seoretary, are part of a political move
difloultiss were -in the way of $he| | ment to embarrass the Governar and
m of the foros. To begin | Jthe Goveromant ata very delicate
4 was starved for isek of| Jtime in the international and
money; $hst, b was pot a| Jinter-ter ritorial situation, with a
cbarge that oould be laid to she||view to foreing the Government's
G aor “the G bands in regand, aay, to cconomy and
unless, of - courss, the argument be|f further expesditure on defemeive
oarried tc ihio exbens thab bed' shere |} or ‘ather schemes? Politics, .t‘
besn less departmantal sxiravaganve, (| the best ol times, are unstable . and |
taudi would huve beso itable || imper t and one that !
Mhmmtmmﬁ-m no less uosable in
that may be, General Lewin, with. than elsewhere. Ib mway

- || bethat the Up-ooustry politieal party
has seized what thoy consider a gold
is || 0 opportunity. to insonveRience the
Governwmeat and, in the process, have

resignation
go. It it] onlisted the sympushy and assistauce

fair as His Bxosllency had ‘no power [| may be perfeotly hoesi in their
to vobe any more money than bad | intentions but wisled in their actiops. | explanation from the ex-Comman
already been votod in ibe Hetimates. | The Guardian cartaivly finds 14|duot before condemining tis Exee
The mstier, one assumes, goes | difficult to acoept  General | llency for aotious which, it seems to |
deeper than that. How deep? [n) Lewin's resignation at it face value, | this paper, are wguely outlined and
} what obher ways oould “His Exeel-|and would prefer to await a detailed | are not sonvineity i

é%
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lenay deny support to the Gpmmand-
act7 It s diffioult to understsnd
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MORE RESIGNATIONS

T has heen pointed out to the Guar- |
diaf in that, yesterday's editorial,

full:justice wes not dope to Cemeve!

Lewio's lotter of ation, inas-

was made to

a8 Commap- |,
b3 Tox

,of whigh be;
in full cammpend.

ast,

ner was ng
B N. V. R, with whiob, so far
a8, this journal is aware, ‘hs ’hnd

ropresentative of e people |
elthough on wbat grounds Lord
Franois olaims to represent European
uniffioial opinion remains t¢ be
seen. He ocertainly does not
represent = Mowbase  opiniin

European * or otherwise This
80 [requently
brought, however, that one feels the

ity for a thy h i i

i
£
i

into & mabter of very vital
interest to the Colony
and Protectorate in the
interests of all conoerned. The very
consistenoy of the charge demands
that it be answered i some form |
or other, and by - some respousihle |
Government wember, f ot by |

ing wi to do;
“&eh was no obligation upon the
Governor  to inform him of the
raising of volunteers for this purpose,
although, as an wet of courtesy, ome
assumes His Excellenoy might have
- As regards the secret
despatoh to the Becretary of State
.4he Colonies, here, one finds it
&lt to assuss values. On the
- havd, one may reasonably
lisseume thut there are times when
# Command may oconsider it
udicious, or expsdient not, pro tem,
to take into his full confidence his
second in command, however much
that ipdividual may be stauoch and
trustworthy while, on the other,
obe may argue that the Command-
aat of such a body s the Kenya
Dsfence Foroe has.a prior right to
oongulistion upon everything con-
neoted With the Force. Lacking ths
=[vitior-side of the story, h

-

b o ug General |

e LA e

rect in every dotail, and that of
1 y as abeolutely wrung

.on¥he subject so ).
J " : il
hﬂbs‘.ﬁdd b, {(._d'l:uhi-

maens phory,
m.inbmy be that the - Governor,
yob_be ensbled to ses forth the |
y In big own interoste aud tbe !
interasts of the Colony as nhwﬁd&‘
r . mesnwhils, the wholessle
mmo('ofmunhobohm
i as set forth elsewhere, in
ion to the resignations of Iord
'Fr Boonmdlki:kiht Hoo.
F. Oavendish Bentinck, rather
hen  the suggestion

g —

His Exeellency. While this 18 - 80, |
bowever; while one realizes :\iat Lhose
Unofficisl Members must - fssl very
strongly on the subject, | Write uy
they have done snd act ax ' 4y have
done, vne also questiou. Lhe wis
dow, at thig time. o -tress and
(8traio, of these vurious 1ewignations.
For exawple, if Geners! !.win and,
luter, [.rd Fravers  Seott  wod

Major  Cavendish  Beutivek,  had
reagon to helieve thut ecret negotia
tions were goiog .1 behind their

backs in regurd to tue Defsuce of
this country, and that they, and
| those they commanded or represented,
were being slighted us a consequence.
one canaot resist the feeling that
[ their nobier and more manly course
would have been. not to  have
»voided the issue, at this particularly
critical junoture, but to have awaited
it, faced it, and chullenged it .sf
and when it arowe. retaining their
several positions 11 urder the bev.harl
to carry weight with theu  Luoh
and every ome ol Lhese men who
has “thrown wup his position
under the Defence Force Ordinance,
or in his oapaoity us eleoted repre-
sentatives of the people, has re- |
verted to his previous status of
a private citisens and, as ench, cannot
possibly be eicher a0 impressive or
8o efficient in any protests he
makes or any campaign he may have !
to wage. His Exoellancy's position,
the “'Guardian” still considers,
reniains uoshaken by thesg various
reverberations around his Office aud,
in the Yong rup, he must, inevitably,
emarge from the rough and tumble
of the present deplorable controversy
with an -enbanced prestige. while
[thote who have saorificed their
positions on account of \what they,
no doubt beliove o
be a  sinoers convietion
will . gel neither themselves, their |
ooustituents nor those under tier |
command, aoy further forward in
their struggle for recognition
——




DEFENCE FORCE

e ———

Goveruor’s Action “|nsult”
says the (rans Nzoia D.A.

§* sxaNDARD ' QORRBBPONDENT ],
Korale, Murch 13.
At u meclilig of the Committee
g the Traes Noow Dist ! Aspo- |
stion loh 1o e falowing |
resolubi v curried g it \

That tlus Commitlee considers
the action of 1lis E.xce\\ency‘
the (jovernor in ‘disbanding the |
Defence Force without, consplt- |
ing either hi Executive Council
or the « ommandant u 3ros8 in|
sull 1o e whole Buropean cot |
fomuniy
Copres of this
peen sent o the Charmed

loetet Mombers €
the Colontets” shlune
|
Trans Nzoia
[
The  follown e vas |

also unammously adopiod !

That this Commutiee v I ‘
leartedly concurs in e action
tuken by Lord Franeia scott aud |
Major  Cnvendish Bentinek i
resigning from Eaeentive dunn |

'
o
|
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The Editor does not accept respon-
sibility for the vicws expressed
by s corrgspandents in these
columns and in oll cases the
name and address o _the writer
must GcoompPUIRY @ lelter, not
fiscessarily for publication bui
as a guarantes of good fuith
Brevity s _also essential to
ensure consideration.

. Execative Council
A POLITICAL PRINCIPLE}

To the Editor, 'E.A. Btandard,”
\

Sir,—Aay 1 muke a few o

Weations (hiough yout columps -on
the iesignutions from TFxecutive

Council, not as u partisan in the
squabble between Tiis fxealloney
and two of his unofficial - ardvis-
ers, but us oné of the many
who regurd these resignuitons  as
lotig’ overdue.

Surely membership of the Exe-
cutive  Counerl is  incompatible
with membership of 8n oath-
bound Vigilance Comnnittee
formed for the purpose of under-
mining the people’s confidence in
(Government and influencing themn
to ugitate ugoinst its  polivies ?
What amazes me is not that the
Governor  should  hove  withheld
his  confidence from, and de-
olined to put his trust in, the
two  gentlemen  who o have - res
signed; but thut they  should
have continued to act as un-
official advisers to s Excellency
after they hwd taken the deci-
gion to go into open opposition
against hin. And then to com-
plain. publicly thut le refused td
trust them ith his confidence !
Surely it is eontrary to ol
political theories that the [en‘aer
of - the people’s party agitating
for constitutional change, and
thig  first  lieutenant, should
|be mempers “of “the Executive
ICOun'oil‘q{ thé* Government that
they are -attempting by’ constitu-
{ional _me: to overthrow? 1
have held and advoeated this
view for many years past” and
Withdrew from politics when i
{was forceq upon,_me that either
'the colonists of Kenya have nA
imul degire for self-government oF

entirely lack the ability _to, uti-

lise thelf . powers to achieve it
in_due time.

1 suggest that these resignu
tions are .eloquent evidence of
the soundness of my view that

Il:it is not only contrary to sound
politieal _doctrine, but. disagtrous
in practice, to have the leaders
of a people demanding constitu-
tionul changes members of the

Exeeutive Council of the Govern-

ment that is deriying _ the neces-

‘sity,_for or wisdom of the changes
| demanded.

TFew will deny that our political

Galy method by which Crown
| Colony (iovernment cun be per-

& divect detion or anything of that

effort< haye been almast Barren
of results in recent years, 1 be-
lieve our failure to he very largely
due to our not recognising thab
the syatern by which representu-
rives of the people are associnted
with povernment is the one und

petuated  against the wisheg of
the colonists, and that the more
actively the colonists ussocigle
themselves with government the

more  difficult: they make it for
themselves to effect the desired
clinuu.«(»:. S Th (rown  Colouy

gystein has e omenits Intellip

ently applied- by hoth partics
St s wlmost an ideal | system
between the time when open and
owed anteeratic o olignrehio

i
e mnast giveowey o the de-

“{monds of the peaple for more

democratic government. But
from  the moment  whens the

[Mive- oubsgrown s advantages,
i is a subtle web from which
thay “iugp, breale fre¢ it they.
renlly <o mean 1o “underlake “the
responsibilities of -and _not mere.
Iv the siage (rappings of A sem-
Lhanee  of - self-overnment .

of  [ord
Francis Seott ol Maje (Caven-
dish-Bentinck i Executive
Couneil is merely un imolgted ne-
tion kg o sreng difference
of opinion  hefween themselves

I v resiouation

andd e Goverr as (o their Tes
peetive rights .nfl responsibili-
sy then 1t has o significanee
heyond affording fricnds and ene-

mies further proof of our inubi-
liby to play (he political game
intelligentty,  and most people
will deplore it. Pt if it means
that ot lust our leaders recognise
the, necessity fur over-hauling the

oM that they ure thinking out
o practical methods by whieh

than those fo lowed in . Pt
then their resignation from Fxe-

comed, . h

To nyoid misunderstanding, l@‘
me make clear that in spenking
of more practic - methods by
whielt * {0 uehjeve our politieal
ahjectives, T am not, hipting at

sort ;~ sdch ‘methods ave entirely
forcign to our ideag i this coun-

Yiry. Al T have in miad - a;

more practical application of the |
time-honoured * hethods by which
the British peoples in the pa‘gt,‘
bSth at home and in the Colo-
nies, have forced.upon unwilllng "
statesmen recognition of  the

ity for titutionat and
administrative changes in_ the in-!
terests of peace, prosperity and
good government.

Yours ete.,
THOS. J. O'SHEA. -7
. o Jgron =
Eldoret, , 4

'z

March 12 1980

fagfadntions of our political ideas, |
Y achicve oy pelitical ohjeatives].

cutive Couneil “is  to' “ba owel-1°

people  begin  to feel that they. -
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Alr Mail by ) ,’
! K'..‘!'da originel on 38077/1/7n kenys.
(sxecutivz Council Aprts.)
' CONFIDENTIAL /7 Maweh, 1936 "
‘. —vﬁq—e—ﬁ:) i |
Bir,

1 have the honour tp report the
resigoation frem fhe ngéu'tin Gouncil of
Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Francis Geerge >
‘ Montagu-Douglas-Seett, D. S. 0., whese s |
- sppeintment as an unefficial member was A P
cenfirmed in despateh Ne. 9 of Sir Phi}ip
Cunliffe-Lister (new Lord Swimfon) of the
6th January, 1932, and of Major Frederick
Williem Cavendish-Bemtinok whom, as
repor ted in my despatoh No. 33 of the 17th
Jamary, 1986, 1 had provisionally appointed
to be temporarily an wuefficial member
during the sbsence from the Colomy snd
Protectorate of Captain Helmuth Eric Sghwartze.
2. In ssoordance witk the provisions

«

of Article V of the Instructions passed
under the Roysl Sign Manwal and Signet
dated the 29th March,-1934, Lord Francis
Soott and Major Cavendish-Bentinck ~
tendered their resignations by writing in
letters dated the 8th March, 1936,
3. Cepies of these letters and of
the replies in which these resignations
. .were accepted are attached to this despa toh.
In view of the fact that the
nMnQnt circumstances have alruﬁ been
"R or égﬁ“n‘o'ashi'&mﬁf%: i
A

LONTON, SN\ 1,




. mt-ll; 1 h'o ne
Mto 'S o!tw - ade osrrespendence.
& Fﬂ’«i’ﬂ.‘ of the recsimendation
o Ris Najpely the King of a suscesser tg Lerd
Fransis Seett is ot presat mpging o
stteation sad will sherdly, it is expected, -
fori h m‘i‘!w dospatoh,

. Sines 1t .1s waderatood Shat
Captain Sehwerise ﬁu b retaming te: he
m-t-mhﬁh. Lde not prepese to
m-w'dnnt in the plase of

‘ﬁjtmﬂl‘»

=1 have dhe heneur to Vo,
8fr;
Your most obedimt, lumble servant,

J. BYRNE.

o PERTO T

£33
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Gevernment Heuse.

N 9th Narch, 1936
8ir,
rnoho 1th regret yeur
1 tho t
}:‘ . frea my tho u‘. il el
“ﬁf tamees I have no
alternative te M}t s resignatien,
I have thosglur to be,
Your ebedient’ servant,

) 1. B,

e el oo
R e

Gevernmen t House.
9th March, 1936

8

ir,
Jor Ledjer By 'w -Eg%ﬁ&g"::
e ve u
““’*
I bave ﬁo#r te be,
Your »ﬁm bervant,
(8d.) J.A. m"

Ny

L



Elected Members ‘Organization.

b ngff,’ I;m Celeny,

8th March, 1936

!ur luou-q,

hoyeui th tt 4
: S‘.‘i Tiss ouke Gougotl ‘f :..p...
hr io
J i.u h the Pre u “ du
plbuutin next '0::!‘"'
I have the hencur te be,
Your ebedient servant,
(Sd.) Prancis Scett.
Elected Nembers Organisation.

P.0. B
ld::b?,‘t-yn Celeny.

8th March, 1936

i‘&.ﬂﬁmﬂsu J.A. B

b0k, KBIE., T3,
Geve Houde,
o

Your Excellemey,
ve the %n-r to ntor to P.l

% ﬁ%ﬂ PEvie
Raber of

T I have ceme

serve u :

aq's Executive Ceuncil.
The proetest we made was en 2 major

principle mad lot A persemal grewnds. }

! ~ O0F tu-u of.tn- Celeny

teod
hﬁn c ‘:n-l it

s Noen cnstemury for Tou cneninate
. iy ; "%T X loney?
E.-un Couna] pﬂ:g}» -}:f il




inecluding two Klected Members on Your Excellency's
Execut ive Council is te enable Your Excellency .
not only to refer to these two Members for advice
on matters affecting the Colony as a whole but
eapecially on suhjecta which lpocifionlli affect
tha cewmunity which they represent. It terefore
follows tha f if these two Hembers are effectively
to shoulder thie responsibility they must feel
sumred that they onioy Your Excellencyls
confidence to the extent at leest of be ke pt
ipfarmed of such measures as may from time to
t be devised which affect the furopean
unefficial community. This, however, does not
unfortuns tely seem to nave beén the position

ing Your Excellency's term of office.

We have no hesitation in saying toat
sad Tour hxcel lency seen fit to take the Unofficial
community inte your confidenge to a reasenable
extent during your term of office auch of the
regretuhlemégctien which has been evident durin

racent yrars would nave bea avoided.

The last glaring instance of tne way in
ghich Your Excellegy has seen fit to treat t
Unefficial community is one which in view of the
history of the past twe or three years I feel we
cannot” over look.

As you must well knew the Kenym Defence
Force is part of the orgmiseiion of thls Celony,
and in fact part of its constitution and vitally
affects the interests of the whele Buropean
community. It was eriginally demanded l us, was
organised by us apd has been carried on by us in
spite of tne complete lack of encouragement and
assistance frem Your Exeellency and your Government.
When it was first formed it received every -
encour agement from the then Covenar, Sir” Edward
Grigg, who had a most distinguished record in the
Great War, but since then not only has it been
starved of monei, whih was perhaps unavoidable
but it nes reee ved no sympathy or encourtgenen‘
frem Your kisellemcy.

. I uad mo intimation of the pro osed
change until I read the Secretary of gta e's
D.u%atch in PFriday morning's paper, though one
might Hve expected as a ma matier of couresy

I should have been infermed h{ Your Excellemcy.
before hand instead of being left to read it in
the Press nsws, Ja that Despatch the Secretary

of State saye "I have now come to the donclusion
that in the interests of the general security of
Kenya the best and indesd the only possible

course is te disband the existing D%fhnu Feroce,"
On what zrounds has the Seeretary of Sta te come

so definitely to this cenclusien; a cancluaion
which, of course, is a big affrent to everyons

who hss been a Member of the Kenya Defemce Force.
It oan only have been come tec zs a result of

D spatches sent home by Your Excellency, presuuably
the Deapatches mntionog in the Secretary of
State's owmn Despatch. Obviously the question of
the Kenys Defence Ferce has been activel

dj scusaed b{ Your Bxcellency during the {ut
fifteen monthis or more, and yet never has my mdxiss
opinien or advice been salgh{ al though I have A
been all that time the acoredited representative
of the Buropean community an Your
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Bxoellency's Executive Comncil, and although I
have always been actively interested in the

el fare ol the Kenys Defence Force from its

irth and in t“{h or same time was its
Cesmandant. T the best of = knowledge ne other
%orun int mtdt connected v{th he en{n
ofencs Ferce las been asked for hia advice and
certainly not the laté Tommahdant.

We do not in u,n'{ way cavil at the fact
tmt Your Excellency may De in disagreement with
us on this matter. Your Excellency is Governor
of this Colony, and as such as the rlgst to take

action which yoeu may censider to in the
interests of the Coleny., We enly claim to have
the right of being in orned of Your Excellency's
views and of the reasons or grounds on which sich
views may be based: mwch infar tion can further-
more always be ognveyed to the ected Members v
serving on Youroix lency's Executive Ceancil in
confidencs. We should then know the position and
al tho possibly not in agreement, we should
nevertheless in mamy cases support Your Excellency.

] conpidar that an affront nas been
given to the whele Buropean commuan through
myself and my oollz;pu on Your Excellamcy's
ecut ive Council that their recognise

representatives have been deliberately ignered in
a matter vihll{hnﬂocting the whole commanity.
It seems to us that by yeu action you have
ghown that you place no trust or cenfidence in
our judgment and I find that ] camot with any
self respect remain a Member of Tour Excellency's
Executive Council, and so herewith tender my
resignation.

I have tne hanour to be,
Your ebedient servant,

(Sd.) Prancis Scott.

Kleuted Members Organization.

1.0, Box 825
Nairobi, Kenya Colony.

8tn March, 1936

To

His Excellengy

Brig. General Sir J.A. Byrne,
G.C.l.G., K.B.E., C.B.

Gevernment House,

Nai robi.

Your Excellency, \

1 oave- the honour to inform Your
Excellency that Lt, Cel. the don. Lord Francis
Scett has dilmlrd with me the terms and has
shown me the text of his letter to Your
Rxcellency dated March'8the

4

As Yeur Fxcellency knows I am in
comphete, serarent, xlin Jorh, i Sepie
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consiger states the position E admirably tnat
ve reiteration en my part weuld serve any use
purpase.

I weuld merely also stress tne faot
toat our protest is nol heing made on persgaal
grouuds but on 2 gquestion of ae jor principle.

1 feel nrmqil% that for some reason
Your Wxcellenoy has net deamed fit te take the
Unofficial conmunity’ mteryuur confidence to a
reasonable exteni during Your '&xcollqc¥'i term
of offise, which fast has led to mich of the
friction wuich has ocourred as between Geveaarment
and the Unofficial cemmunity during the las

few years.

) This last instance to which Lord
Franuis Suott refers in his letier to Your
Exoel lency is so glaring that I censider that we
snould be betraying the trust wiioh has been
vested iz us Ly those who put us inte Council
were we to accept this pesiticn m{ longer, and
as Your Excellenc Appnrmtlx considers that we
are not worhhy of Your BExcellancy's confidence [
feel tuat no useful purpese can be served by |
rema ining on Your Exoellacy's Executive Council
and | nereby also beg to temder my rasbgnation.

I heve we honour to be,

Sir,
Yow obedient servant,

(sd.) F. Cavendish Bentinck.



Colwnial Officss7

¢ . . 2dth April, 19%.

vrivate and Beriggal.

P

e

S
i hed Bno opportun&ty of replying L@

your letter of the =8un lnrcn nafore I naﬁt on ~
leave ;n the 9th. ’ne consequeBae is that your
laler L. iter, which I got tuis worning, hes caught
up with me. I will see that it is attended to~
as qulckly es poeaible.

’ [ feel no doubt that yud were right in
a.pecting the resignations %o fall flat. 1 am
aorryﬁéﬁat Schwartzc ho: thougnt 1t necessary to
folnowAeuAb, ;un it was ipevitable.

The secretery of socate has auvhorized ©
40 send yoeu & copy of corrsapondence which he has
= pad with Sir waldron Smithef,-l.Pe whicn T tal)

you will be G;ad to read.
) 2 K .
N W«f

Aﬂ/‘/”"

= i

L JOSEPH BYRNE, GuloMoGoy foBeney 2o
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PRIVATE & PERSONAL ¢ - . /

‘ - ; GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
ATR MATL. / : KENYA,
J A ) EAST AFRICA
° v ( U 2oth March, 1936.
My desr Bottimley, o~ N

- This is mther a negative lett‘ex-:a's, -
there is mally nothing of nuch' interést to tell yQu.
: The resignations: have not had the effect
P anticfbéted'- rather‘in the nature.of a damp squib and’ gs
far as I can aséprtaih the bulk of the people are taking
very little interest in the matter. Thc fiery Lewin
however is touring the céuntry making highly improper snd
unsoldierlike speeches. His ection is not quite com-
patible with his positicn as A.D.C. to His Majesty.

I am lying low over filling the Executive

4

Council vacancies - it would be & great mistake to rush %
matters, especially as Schwertze is now returning and%bne
must wait and see wnat his line of action will be.

I am sonding ;ou & despetch abcut manning
the Coast Defences and I hope siivrtly to appcint the
Committee to copsider the, tentative proposals outlined in
Mr. Thomas' despatch. I am purposely waiting for a weck of

“two to allow the hot air to blow away.

The.. .
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lhmtimud from page 9.)

considering the potential benefiis to the Colony,
fully justifies a trial.

Exporting as we do to world markets in
which subsidies, carrency manipulation, and
other aids, unnayailable in M‘Iypv are enjoyed
by our competitors, itis obvious that we whust,
from shf& neoessity, use every 'mesas in our
power to obtain the greatedt volnme of business
we can in each of our industries. This con
only be done by co-operatiod, &nd owice it is
a d that the public ia not exploited, the
profits from our only very limited local market
should be shared by the whole industry.

11 cortainly cannot be argued that®s-opera-
tion bas not hitherto been successful in Kenya.
In other parts of the world there haye been
unfortopate incidents and even _defglcations.
but in Kenya there has been nnlﬁ'ng of the
kind, indeed the farmers of Kenya have shewn
singular aptitude for running their own affairs.
Nor will it saffice to suggest vaguely that the
price of liquid milk will be increased. It must
firat be proved that milk is not on the cheap
side at the moment, and that a slight invrease
might not be justilied it the quality were
improved  As one of eur correspondents, who
bides her identity under the name of Anne X
Porter, poioted out last weok, it may well be
that the distribution in Nairobi ia uneconomic,
and that much of the outery by the distributors
is an attempl to avoid or delay the reorganiza-
tion of that side of the business. Her sagges-
tion"of a monopoly being granted on condition
that prices were not raised is, of course
impracticable, though eventually it may happen
that the number of distributors will be redaced.
Whatever price the public bas to pay, they
canpot be expected to pay for unecouomic
dietribution, and the milk producer canrot be
expected to contribute to it either.  Wastefal

{  RENYA'WEBELY NBWS, .-

methods, will buve te go in this busioess,

exactly as they have had to go on farms.

It seems rather a pity that e dsfiite period
is nol allowed to Uovernment for the considera
ti-u of matters of this sort, in much the same
why as we are a'lowed a certaja time in which
to pay our reuts nnd taxes, after which a
peoalty is enforceable. It is alreedy a fort-
night sioce the last day forentering an objec-
tion, and considering that ihe Government
bave ksomn all nboat the Bill for qoite a long
while pow, and that the teuwrperary rise in
butterfat. hus not Leen waliined, ws really
ought not to bave wuch longer to wait.

R

* #* *

* There is to be an gricnltaral Show at Nakuro

in the begipuning of
Jnoe—Juoe Srd and
4th are the actoal

The
Agricultural Show.
: days—and ~ thera is

“gvery proep ot that it will be a record one.

A record czttln entry is, [ believe, ulréddy
assured, as might be expected owing to the
largely increased ioterest which is being tekea
in stock generally, and it is hopod that in ziker
lines there will be an even better showing than
there was last year, when the Show was beld
in Nairobi.

There is no doubt at all now that thimgs are
getting better generally (I am excepting alwaye
the case of the maize farmer) aad this is be-
gioning to be slowly apparent even in the
country towns, which of course depend entirely
on the welfare of the farmer, and you will find
that even the most pessimistc people will now
grndgingly admit that things are looking up.
Sisal and tea, of course, are booming, pyrethram
slthough not doing as well as it was is holdiog
ite owu; cotfee prospects bave improved wnor-
mously with the excellent rains; wool 1 well-
up, and wheat pays. In fact
for maize, which 1s really depressed, I think

if it were not

Place your interests in Lhe
hands of .the well-known
Shipping and Forwarding
Agenls,
DALGETY & €O. LTO.

AT:-
MOMBASA

'NOTES OF THE WEEK.

| oo b [RYEL
we could say that economically
bas tzéned the corner. The I
helped 0s more than a little; s
the nrighbioarhood of five thous
caitle have already been shippe
Homaliland and
ob the way now, and the pay ou
stockbreedera 18, or will be, abi
price uling for_steers before th
businegs t3erted. But the beet siy
ment is the resumption of interest
there have been two or three t
throngh Iately, aud there are
more enquirers shout  All thie
to the saggestion that we have g
_best. foot_forward to make this
standing success. There is no
good Agricultural Show is the
meat a country like this can b
whén things are on the vy grade
to start adyertising.  Pretty wel
something he wants to show =
be wants to advertise, and hes
opportunity to do it.  The §
prograwnme of classesisa fairly ¢
and covers pretty well everythis
or breed in this country, acd if
got one, write to the Seciiary
P.0O. Box 671 Nairohi or if y
call o at ihis ofHee. Kutrie
cioee at Naicob: on May ith.

snother twelve

SEVEN OTHER PIL
WiSnom.

QUEENS  HOTEL. .

Settlers Love Lvric.
e e m————

He was poor but he was b
Vietinn of depression’s wui
Lound he hud to see his b
Though he thought it not
So he buzzed up to Nuirol
Stayed most wisely at the
Where they did him prou
And he gave lis Bankers

—_————

QUEENS H
‘. NAIROBL
(Prapricter: MAJOR S. A
P.O. Box 949; Tel
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V. The Edtor does not accept responsibility for
the views :,tp'rnud by his gorrespondents in these
In all cases the name and address
of the wrilzs must accompany & letter,
necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee
of good faith Brevity is cssential to, emoure
consideration. :

—_—
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The Next Step.
23rd March 1936.
The Editor:
Kenys Weekly Mews,
8ir,

When I read io your jssue of March the 20th
a large beading, “TAE NEXT RTHP—Mr.
” =. Q'SHEA'S POLICY,” T noped that 1 was
going to find some
tive suggestions.

Unfortunately,
the letter 1 wae i

when 1 read

orabbing the work of Major Cavendish Bentinck
and myself. Then, with & rather poor sueer at
Lhe late L.ord Delamere, it weot on to try and
make ont that Mr O’Bhea was the only person
with any political sagacity in the Colony, and
ended up by suggestiog that we must make the
Tmperial Government give vent to statement
which we bave al! been trying to get them to
wake for the last fifteen yeare. In what way
does this get us 8DY further forward or form
any new ideas?

To come back to dotails, he suggests thut
Major Cavendish Bentinck and T were rogister-
ing unceasing oppositicn to the policies wbich
Governmeot were carrying out. I should be
very interested to hear what policies he ie re-
ferring to, as I was not aware that Government
had any definite policies. At the same time ]
bave understood Government to say that they,
wished to do all in their power to assist the
hard pressed farmers.of Kenya. T, therefore,
take it that that is_psrt of their somewbat ino-
definite poliey and, 8o far from our giviog
unceasing oppoaidon to a}ah. the obief object
of the formation of the Colonists’ Vigilance
Cotamittee was to bring sll possible. pressure
to bear to make Government carry 0ot such
measures in the most practical way possible.
All the work of {he Colonists’ Vigilance Com-
mittee has been direoted to this eadgsonse-
quently the first part of My O'Shea’s accusation
aguinst os falls to the gronud.

With regard to the question of my résigna-
tion-from E: tive Council, when'I joined (he
Cplogiqbf 'Wikilince Comumittee, Lwrate wlniter
to His Excellency explaioiog the com position
= of the Vigilance Commiites and " the yeason
YA (,)"J why it came into existente. His Bxcellency

’ replied thanking me very much for my letter
'+ and ip Do WY suggestig that my activities
L o 4o such & body conflicted with my duties as an
Execntive Councillor.

o When it comes to Major (avendish Bentinck.

s 1 must point out that though he had been @
g temporary member previously, his appointment
) on this last occasion to Executive ("ouncil took
P s place pearly four months after the for mation’ of

! 4 4 tba Vigilaoee Committee and 5. abvionsly.
i His Excellency did vol canaidar“‘dsl member-
ship of that Committee invalidated bim from
gerving on bis own Executive Council, or br
would mot have appointed him ed he did.

Obviously, Mr O'BSbea is still sufferiog noder
s personal grievance that the Governor appoint-
ed H.}jo_x“(),van%ich Bentinck instead of bim-
self to tbe

-

really nseful and construc-’

It started in the usual wiyof Mr ©0'Shes in -

. official or ~uncfficial;

Expendijgre Advieory Commplttee.

CORRESPONDENCE.

IE Mc O'Shea's atigadances at (hie (ommitten
had beep on a par with his attendaoces at the
Economic Uevola’menLUommiu»e, His Bxcel
lency’s jadgaient is surel g jastified, a8 [ thiok
1 am cofrect in saying that at the latter Com-
mittee Mr O’Shea only attended. the first and
last meetinge, although be affized his signataroe
to the Majority Repori in opposition to the
other Unofficinl Members of ths (Committee
Mr. O'Bhea says itat we must adopt new
ideas and new methods. Will be kipdly explaio
what he means by this aud what are his ngw
ideas?
~ He goes on to say that the politioal siteaiics
in England Las eaddenly completely changed,
greitly tothe ddvanige of
Kenys. Jonly trast beis coriectia bis belief, but
nofortunately, the lutest evidende which we have™
bad from Lopdomis that the Becretary of Btate
tarned down proposals of the. Government of
Kenya for encouraging the War Block officers
from the Indian Army. This is pot very
eticoursging from the point of view of White
Settlement. Jor all that, all of vs must surely
agree with the pledge which Mr O'Shea wishes
45 o extract from the imperial Governmeat,
and I entirely agree that any efforts which can
be made to bring that abont ‘will be entirely
jostified. At the same time, I do pot resd in
his letter of sny practioal steps which Mr
('Shea proposes for achievizg this ohject For
many years past he has been an sdvocate of
complete opposition to Goversment and no
co-operation.  Perzonally, 1 am guite convine-
od that the only possible way in which: this
conntry can be elped forward in its troe
_development is by ® poliey of complete
co-operation between all Members of the Eu-
ropean commubity in the Colony, whetber
and it seema clear that
Mr O'Shea aleo believes in this as it is implicit
in the pledge which he wishes the Imperial
Government {o give us. 1 presume, however,
that bis ideas sre that we sball only get this,
pledge by a policy of plet ition to

“lacal force such as the K D F.without the advice

White Settlement in- ~

A
" ’ g *

Al

od soum un!.xpprvb\.'mim)_ that 3 deci-ion was
goiog to be come to withgut locals opinion
being _consalted [ have Your Excellency's
anthosity far slatisg o% i i) --Jiers
is no such intenfion in b world.  What will
happen i3 \bat wher the iscues are ready for
discussion, and when Goveroment bas formalat-
«d its views uptg the point when they can he
submitted for descussion, these matters will be
presented to 8 Comumittee of local opinion
because, of caurxﬁm:nl would not dream
of intraducing far reaching changesin a military
organisatign, mrlicu].uly in comnecliog with a

ogorievi

of the local persons, most qudlified to give il-
White, -ilierefore, 4 am uauthorised” by. Your
Ezcelleney to say hat=Governmedt fully ac- =
opjs the motion in principle, it canoot at this
moment appoint & Committes, whicli_is to
acoept it in detail ”

—— T

The Et’l’ltor.} Eldorat, .
“Kenys Weekly News “ 94th. March, 1936.

1Ty

Why waste valuable =paca refoting & charge
that was never made—as you didl in last week’s
iasge in referriog to my lotter? Who charged
the Vigilance (ommittee with being ‘‘mncon-
stitutiona!,” meuning i logal? I certainly 4i!
not.

(f ccurse peither Lord Francis Scott nor
Major Cavendish- Bentinck would thisk of
joining uo illegal bedy. 1 do notsappose that
a single delegateto the (lonvention that bronght
the Vigilance (ommittee into being had the
slightest idea of setting up an illegal organisa-
tion. Probably the most ite left-wing promo-
ters ever hoped for was that it would prodace
someone with sofficient courage to give someone
else @ kick in the pants; and Lord Francistook
steps to prevent any sach naoghtiness hy
joioiog it and packing it with bis “moderate’
riends. With what resalt—that Liord Francis
and Major (onvendish-Bentinck forfeited what

! PP
(Fovernment in every way. 5 «

Oan this point T frankly dissgree with bim.
and so, apparently, does Msjor Cawtborn,
according to his Report.

. Although I have resigned from the Governor’s
Execative (‘ommittee, 1 still intend to eervson
other Committees where T believe I can help
in farthering the interests of the Colony.

Fioally, let me sy tbat it is extremely
difficolt in this aga where sentiweat, ontions
realitive, to put forward otr case so g8 to be
.properly soderstood by the British Public, but
Elected Members are tryiog their best at the
present time to improve our lisison with Lon-
don for this very purpese and to keep oor
friends in Knglaod better informed as to the
real oeeds of the Colony. As all true Coloniats
of Kenys’want the same object, canpet @ &il
poll together, eschewing personal ‘ambitions
and _nnlsgyninnﬁ, on &3 copsiructive asnd
practical a policy .88 possible?

Yours ete,
_ Franos Segrr,

P.S. With reference to the aetual question
of the disbandment of the Kenya Defence Force,
1 should like to draw sitention ta Haopard’s
Keport of the (Colonial Becretary's reply to the
Motion in Legislative (:ouncil 6n Jepuary 10th
Jast, ond usk whether; anyone oan justify
Govegiment's sction in view of this Btatement.

+The Hon. Member far Nairobi North ezpress-

little confid the (zovernor:had previously
reposed in them—and the Vigilance Committes
was effectively reduced to ipdtence! The -
most its apologists can now olaim. for it is that
it belped in the Bk of ficding someone to pay
somebody olse’s debts! Even the Legislative
Couuell could shave doaethat.

May I suggest, Mr Editor, that we bave hed
enough of this baby-talk abont *anaonstitational-
jsm” evsy time. someone has the common-
sense to suggest that there are other perfectly
legal aud proper mothods of edvancing our
cauge than wasting eleven good men’s timre
abilities and energies in 8 dommy Legislative
Cecuncil. OF course the Vigilance Comumittes
is uncoostitutional. So too are the Board of
Directors oi the Baok of Eogladd and the
Fast Africa Women's Leagne Batin no other
senoe. )

Yours etc’ '

Tros. J.0'SnEA.

The Nakuru Flower Show.
The Editor,d
“Kenya Weekly News.” v
Sir,
1 would be glad if you will give me a small
space in your paper to make  few auggestions
in view of our next local K.H.8 Ehow which

((ontinued on page 29.)
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V. The Edutor does not acoept responsibility for

ihe views ezpresizd by his gorrespondents in these

In all cases the mame and addrest
of the writer must accompany o  letter, not
necessarily for publication, Sut as’a guu¥antee

of good faith.
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The Next Step. .
23rd Mirch 1936
The Editor,
Kenya Weekly News,
Sir, S

Wihien T read in your issue of March the 20th
s large heading, LTHE NEXT STEP—Mr.
O'SHEA'S POLICY.” 1 boped that I was
going to find some really usefal and copstruc-
tive suggestione. Unfortunately, when 1 read
the letter 1 was frankly disappointed.

.1t started in the usunl way of Mr O'Shea in
bbing the work of Major Cavendish Beulinck
aod myself. Then, with a rather poor soeer at
the late 1.ord Delamere, it went-on to try and
make oot tbat Mr O’Bbea was the only person
with any political sagacity in the Colony, avd
ended up by suggestiog that we must make the
Tmperial Government give vent to® statement
which we have al! been tryiog to get them to
make for the last fiteen yeare. In what way
does this get us 8oy further forward or form
any pew ideas?

To come back to details, he suggests thut
Major Cavendish Bentinck and 1 were register-
iog uncessing opposition to the policiea which
Government were carrying oot. [ should be
very interested to bear what policies he is re-
ferring to, as I was not aware that Government
bad any definite policies. At the same time I
bave understood Government to say that they,
wished to do all in their power to assist the
hard pressed farmers. of Kenya. I, therefore,
take it that that is part of their somewbat in-
definite policy and, o far from our giviog
unceasiog uppouidon to kbh. the chief object
of .the formation of the Colonists’ Vigilance
Cotamittee was to bring all possible pressyre
to bear to make Government garry out such
measares in the most practical way poatible.
All the work of {h&" Colonists’ Vigilance Com-
mittee has been digected “to this end; conse-
quently the first part of My 0'Shes’a-acousation
-against 08 falls to the glonnd.

With regard to the question: of my resigna-
tion from E: lv?_Connull, when T joined the-
Cologiats’ “Z;:hn‘u Cammittee, [wrate aleter
to His Excellency explainiog the compégition
of the Vigilance Committes . and " the reason
why it came into existence.

His Excellency
replied thanking me very much for my. letter

and in DO wlyﬂ’—n,gnﬁng' that my activities ’

o such & body conflicted with my duties as an

Execative Counaillor.

When it comes to Major (avendish Bentinck,
1 must point out that thongh be had been a
temporary member previously, his appointment
oo this last occasion to Kxecutive (‘onncil took
place nearly four months after the formation of

the Vigilanse Committee and, _‘g.i_a*imy.
“Bis Excellency did not copsider*iiat member-

ship of that Committee invalidated bim from
serving on bis owii Executive Council, ‘or’ he
would not have appointed him as be did.
Obviously, Mr O'Shea is otill suffering under
a pergonal grievanoe that the Governor appoint-

ed Msjor ( 'hm%i‘h Bentinok instead of him-
self to the “Expendiggre Advisory Comrpittee.

Brevity 14 esserdial lo-gmoure

- official

RRESPONDENCE.

IE e O Shea's attendances at this Commitiee
had been on a par with his sttendances at the
Boonomic Levelofimentt L mmittee, His Bxcel
lency’s judgment is aurely.jastified, 88 I thiok
I am correct in saging that wi'the Natter Com-
mittee Me 0'Shea only attended the first and
last meetings, although be affized his signaiore
to the Majority Report in opposition to the
other Unofficial Membera of the (lommittee.

Mr. O'Bliéa says that wa must adopt new
idlﬁns and new methods. Wiil ke Lgdly explain
what he means by this and’“what are his vew
ideas? = -

He gos an to say that the political situation
in Englaud Las suddenly completely changed,
- grn!l}to tho advantage of White Settlement i
Kenys. Jonfyirust ho s corvectin bis belief, but
uafortanately, the Jutest evidence which we have
had from London is that the Becretary of Btata
tarned down-proposals of the Government of
Kenya for encouraging lkg War Block offiners
from the Indian Army. This is bot very
encoursging [rom the point of view of White
Settlement. Jor all that, all of us must surely
agree with the pledge which Mr O'Shea wishes
us 1o extract from the Imperial Goveroment,
and I entirely agree that any efforts which can
be made to bring that about 'will be entirely
justified. At the same time, 1 do pot read in
his letter of any practioal steps which Mr
()'Shes proposes for achieving this ohject. For
many years past he lisé been an advocate of
complete opposition to Government and no
co-operation. Personally, I am quite convinc-
od that the only possible way in which this
country ocan be belped forward in its true
_development is by a° policy of complete
co-operation between ll Members of the Eu-
ropean community in the Colony, whether
or - unofficial; and it sesisia clear that
Mr O'Shea aleo beljevas in this as it isimplicit
in the pledge whick be wishes the Imperial
Governmient to give us. 1 presume; however,
that his ideas sre that we sball only get this
pledge by a policy of complete opposition to
Government in every way.
Oa this point I frankly
and so, apparently, does
according to his Report.

_ Although I havereaigoed from the Gaversor's
Execative (‘ommittee, I atill intend to serve on
other Committees where T believe I can help
in farthering the interests of the Colony.

Fioally, let me ssy that it is extremely
difficult in this age wheis senliment outiuns
Fealities, to pat forward ofr cae so as to be
.properly voderstood by the British Pablic, but
Eleoted Members are trying their best at the
present time to improve our liaizon with Loo-
don fer this very purpose and to keep oar
friends io Kngland better informed as to the
real needs of the Colony. As all true Colonsts
of Kenya want the same object, cannot we all
pull together, eschewing pereonal ambilions
.and antagopitiay, on a8 copstruclive  and
practical 8 policy s pussible?

Yours eto,
Franows ScgTT,

disagree with bim.
Major Cawthorn

pP.8.  With reference to b netosl question
of the disbapdwment of the Kenya Defence Force,
1 ‘should like to draw attention ta Hanpard’s

Report of the Colonial Secretary's reply to the -

Motion in Legislative (:ouncil on Jenuary 10th
Jast, and usk whether - anyone csn justify
-Goyernment's action in view of this Statement.

+The Hon. Member fer Nairobi North express-

! sowe u\lsappwh‘.'nnigm i a decivion was
golng to be coms to whthout focals opinion
Kooy oonealted. 1 hava Your Broellrnoys
authority for stating catugorically that tbere
is o such intenfion in thn world.  What will
happen is that whee the igeues are ready for

N ERYY ‘

discussion, and whao (Government bas formalat-

whea they can be
stters will be

ed its views up tg the point
suomitted for decussion, these ©
[»rpneulﬂa o a Comuittee of loe
because, of course. Governmen! would not dream
of introducing far reaching changes in a military
organisation, particulaily in connection with a
local force suchas the K D F. without the advice
of the local_persons moz! aualified to give il-
While, therefose, 1 am" cuthorised by Your
Fxcellency to say that Government [ally ac-
cepts the motion in principle, it canpot at this
mement appoiut which is to
accept it in detail ™ N

opiniod

s Committeq,

—_—

The Rditor, Eldoret,

‘Kenysa Weakly News.” 24th Marcl:, 1936
Sir,

Why waste ~aloable space refating a charg®
that was never made—as you did in last week's
isane in referriog to my Jetter? Who charged
the Vigilance ("ommittee with being ‘‘mocon-
slitationa!,” meaning ilogal? 1 cectainly il

not.
Of course peither Tiord Francis Seote wer
Msjor (avendish - lientinck would think of

joining o illegsl body. I do potsuppose that
a single delegateto the (onveution that broaght
the Vigilanes (‘ommittee into beiog had the
slightest idea of setting up a0 illegal organisa-
tion. Probably the most its loft-wing promo-
ters ever hoped for was that it would prodace
someone with sufficient courage to give someons
else a kick in the pants; and Lord Francistook
steps to piovent any such naughtiess by
joining it and packing it with his “moderate”
friecds. With what result—that Lord Francis
and Major Counvendisk-Bentinck forfeited what
little confidence the (Goveroor had previonsly
repo!ed.invthem—nnd the Vigilance Commitler
was effectively reduced to impotence! The
most its apologists can now claim for it is that
it helped in the task of ficding someone to pay
somebody olso’s debts! Even the Legislative
Couneil could bave done that.

May I suggest, Mr Editor, that we have hnd
enough of this buby talk abont ‘‘unconstitutiona!-
jsm” evuy time someoue has the common-
sense to wupgest that theio are other p».rfnmé,
legal aud proper methods ot
\ban wasting eleven goed men’s tind,
abilities and wpergies io adommy Legislative
Ceoncil. Of course the Vigilance Committen
is unconstitutiosal. So too are the Boerd of
Directors of the Baok of Eogladd and the
East Africa Women's League Bat in oo other
manse.

advancing our

aanse

. )
Yours etc L

Taos. J O'SHEA.

The Nakuru Flower Show.
The Editor,
“Kenya Weekly Noaws.”

Sir,

1 would be glad if you will give me a sma!l
space in your paper to make a few supgestions
in view of our next local K.,H.8. Bhow which

(Continued on page 29.)
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For the Secretaf} of-State's signature.

P

Downing Street.

A
\7 April, 1936.

Thank .you for your letter

of ppe 11lth of April. I need -hardly

say that I had slready nheard about
the resignation of Lord Francis Scout
and Mejor Cavendish-Bentinck from
the Ken&a Executive Council and I
hadzglready seen the newspaper

extracts which you sent me. I do
not Ehénk I can do better than to
quote for you an extract from a

>

letter which T recently sent to
F.,E. Guest. That ren as follows: -

"As you recognise, it is
always useful to have the other
“ point of view, thougn in this
case I could wish that it had be
more moderately expressed in its
critic;sms of the Governor of

Yenya




-

nyy. I can see nothing myself in
the Defence vorée trouble to call feor «
€.clied action. As I said in the
:ten wnich was ['4blished, I hed come
to tne conclusion that the Defence Force
040t Lo be done awsy with gnd Ieplpced

in: e se', wad I made

lalu
s28lione as Lo now it wl; L bes e
furward une

Lodar to

are tllat thev wer, ‘oncideres, | asked

Lne suvernor tc huve thne aneccssary legislation

prepared 1n draft. Jde iniormed me that ne
Proposed to eppoint a Jamxntcc tu advisge
thesg chenges and T tolu him that he snould
also meke it clear that belore the matter was
finally settled it was my intention to cousult
tue War Office also. In case unere is any
deubt as to une condition or the Jefence Force
I need only draw attention to i2neral Lewin
Ord®r, voére ne said that hc was innble to

say tnet the Xenys Lefence rorce us L Studs

v a credit to the Colony or tu the Forcew Ul

the Zhpire of which it should form a.part. The
Object which the %overnor has had is Just to -

orr=ct uhat and t~. evolve from the Defence
rorce something which will be a crecit Lo Kenya

a.. efficient unit e umpire's Defences.

I 1¢ net tuin. [ need say more. I
the allltud- wnicn nus been taken
L
up by Lor i oLt Mujor svennieh-entinek,

GLiXlods Lo neve tnis

iSlnece smuothed out .

rodb e

»

Sir C. Parkinson
Sir G. Jomlinson.
b;r C. Bottomiley.
S J. Shuckburgh.
Permt. U.S. ol S.
Parly. U.S. of 5.

= |Secretary of State:
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FURTHER ACTION.

[ e ntliad o
wnds, Tl "afor s
M"‘-L o~ W, -

T edgh; e ghnto,

w WAL rf»&:“‘_’xj

That is what I sa;d to
Captain Guest and I tnink it redlly
expresses thy view fully. It is
necessary always to bear in mind

that the Government of Kenya is no-

in Downing Street but in Nairobi,
and matters ol this kind are best
left to the discretion of  the
sovernor who i3 the {ing's
representative and se—swoh—commends
ny confidence. w M f'\

’ ~ @ et
V-

Wigusd J. H, THOMAS .

>




CHISLTHURRT DIVISIC. Shellevs,
: Knoekzholt,
¥ent.

! ) 1t April,1036.
Ders S
Eam ML NKns ,

A friepd of mine who 1ivree 1n Keuvs, whom
I h~ve known for over 30 years, and for whose -
character and intelligence I can ‘vouch, has sent
me a cutting from the "East African Standard", an?
had asked me to take what actlon I can in England
to call attention to tre unfortunate situation
which ha= ariaen.

May I ref=r you to paves 4 and 5 of the paper
vhich I anclnee.

I' do not wila» nndnly to worry von witr questions
in the Houece, bnt 1 am assured that c~nditions 1n Kenya
are very unhapny, and I -ghonlAd he crateful 1f I might
rave a letter from you exrlaining what the Governvent's
policy is, so that 1 can forward it to mv friang.

7

“/uww '.‘ww(7' ’

The Right Honcuratl
J.H.Thomas, 1'.T.
Colonial Office,
Downing Street,
B.W.1.

©
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. resignationsi” The question how far
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DOWNING STREET.

l] April; 1836.

< A\

s

I have the honour to -

ackrowledge the receipt of your “"f
despsatch No .ﬂ 30 o; the /f‘l of March
and of your telegram No.65 of the
11th of March in which you inforuesl
me‘ of the resignation from lhe
Executive Council of Kenya of
Lord Francis Scott and Majar Cavendis
Bentinck, and coumunicated to me a
messdge from the “former gentle‘mgr‘{,'x;.‘,,
I need herdly say thaf I heave
rsceived this information with regret
but T em unabl- to¢ interfere with a
decision which has been reached by
mamdacs

the two gemtdewen in question, and

I note that you have acgepted their
: .

ou
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- Thexfgct that I ha‘;a not ansversd your comprehensive
letter on the Xenya Defance Force sltuation before now,

Joes not mean that I am not very arp?‘eclative of the troubL
you took in supplylng me with the case as 1t appears to you
and your Dapartament.

TLe reason for my lelay lu replylng 1s that I was
m‘altlng, from uy political frisnds 1in &enya. the atory of
tuese fncidents as they appeared to them on the spot.

Major Cavandish Bentinck 1s the second senlor elected
member-ani has elgned the letters, which I am enclo&iﬁg;
behalf of both Lord Francls Scott and himself. These two
_elected me'nbcn are the twe who fé on the Gpvex:nment'g .
Exeeutig@ ,Councll and_1t 1is their re&_tgnation which has hrol
nhﬁer! to a head. I have obtained thelr parmission to sel
you. thelr statement, whrichml herawith enclose. I feel tha
your Gttitude 1in. t.hia matter generally has been 8o rull of
symgg—th;‘and'-'undierqt.anding that yoeu will be glad to read th
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Ths fac’t that I have not angwered your comprehensive
5 letter on the Xenya Defance Force situation before now;
joee not mean that I am not vary appr‘eclatl've of the trouble
you took in aup‘;‘,‘\lyﬂing me with the case as 1t appears to you
and your Departmant.

The reascn Tur my iselay la replying is tnat I was
awalting, from my political Triends 1o Kenya, the atory of
these incidents as they appreared to them on the si;o&.

Major Cavendish Bentinck 1s the second senlor elected
member anl has slgned the letters, which I am encloaing, on
behalf of both Lord Francis Scott and himself. These two
elreot.'ed members are-the fwo wnove on the Gpvernmem.‘e .
'Executtw? Gouncil and 1t is thelir resﬂignation_ which hé: brought
mabters to a head. I have obtained their pgrmission to send

s JOU thelr pf.at.einent.,/which I herewith enci<o§e. I feel that
your avv;hit.ude"in.t.hiq matter generally hae been so full of

‘cym&th;_uhd_'unQerqtgndir.g/that you %ill be glad to read their




Y
- s 19, BERKELEY STRERT,
g w.i.

The Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas, M.P. (2) 2nd April 1936.

" came go that you may be enatled to compare 1t witn the case
which hds been provided for you by the Kenya qpvernment. ¥ A

The resiznation of Genaral Lewin, the Commandant of the
Defence Force, 1s BLHO réferred to and 1L seems to me thah
however one may regard the merits or, or bhe necessity for,r
the sunmary diabandment of the Defence Force, the msethod is
quite inexcusable.

i'muat also add that these incidents follow a chain ot
others all of which lead up to one polnt, namely,bthat the
Kenya political situation can be described as nothing else th;
& smouldering volcano. B

I would be very grateful if you would return to me the

letter from Cavendish Bentinck and the attached cuttings, afte

you have had time to peruse them.




P,0. Box 835,
Nairobi.

19th March, 1936,

P" the. Hon. Ebuest,nso.,MP., )
19, BO!’kelG? ) Qe ;
Londo

England,: - -

My dear"Guast,,

Many thanks fb; your telegram to Kinnear
to which T replied in code as undér:—

"Full details and documents arriving air mail

) stop suggeﬁt supplementafy questidon Why neither
Members Executive or’COmmandant consulted or informed
whereas matter was discussed by Governor with other
members of the public."

I hid»to reply in code as we have reached the stage
now when my telegrams might get held up by the Post Office.

I also note that you asked the supplementary
question, I suggested, last night, and the reply given was to
the effect that the governor was not bound to consult anybody
and the matter of the re-prganisation of the Kenya Defence
Force had been common kn&ﬁledge in the Country for some time,
The first half of the reply is, of course, "passing the buck"
to the loeal Government, and the second part is not strictly
accurate. There were rumours that the Governor had in mind
some re-organisation, owing to his having discussed the
matter with individuals and nqt with the,gccrediﬁfd
representatives of ;he Unofficial community, and éven on tigg
occasions the guestion of the disbandment of tie Defence Forc
was never raised, which is quite a different story to
re-organisation.

The latest trouble is really only the culmination

of a series of similar instances. Our present Governor,

Sir Joseph Byrn



S8ir Joseph Byrne, is not only tactless in that he never
takes the accredited representatives of the Unofficial
community into his confidence, but he is not even honest.
T can quoute you many instances of the incredible manner
in which he‘has thought fit to treat it. The issue,
therefore, really 1s,vare we prepared to continue accepting
the position of having an alleged representation both .in
Legislative Council and Executive Council which is in fact
worth nothing, or are we go}ng to make a stand in order to
show people what the true position is, and to endeavou;EZOK
ensure that such representation as may be accorded to @9.13
representation in fact, and not merely a camouflage ‘ ,
which is used to our detriment. " -
Ever since Byrne has been in this Country
he has been determined to do away with the Defence
Force in that he felt that it afforded some kind of
Organisation to the settler community which might one
day be used against him, There is no foundation
whatever for this suggestién, as the more responsible
people in Kenya have invariably insisted that the
Defence Force had to be kept out of politics. But
Byrne has always disliked this Organisation. Incidentally
you may wremember that the first speech Byrne made after
being made Governor, and before he ever came out here,
was to the effect that he was going to disregard the
politically minded element, which he understood did not
represent the Country, and that he counted on the
support of a "sound" element of business people, etc.,
which he felt must exist. I am afraid he has failed

to find this "sound" element of which he spoke, apart

from



toadiga who like being asked

@, (] s frome fow sycophaptie
. ' o Government House (a millieu to which they have

hitherto been unaccustonmed), and a certain number of

persons who have their own commercial axes to grind.

. 3 The Defenca Force was brought into being
during Grigg's time. The present Governor has through-

7 -outiihio term of Office been actively lobbying by
discussing the Defence Force with varioug individuals
in the hopes of ob't’iiinin.g their sv'.lpport in any effort
he might make to abolish it, The type of individuals
to whom I refer belng Junior Officers of the Defence
Force itself, sub-E’di.tors of Newspapers, etc. Naturally,
we knew this was going on, and on several occasions

we have asked him point blank to give ¥s his ideas,

and pre-supposing that he was not satisfied with the

present Defence Force, some indication of the manner

in which he invisaged its re-organisation. On every
ocreasion he has elither lied to us or pretended that

no discussions were taking place. He behaved in the
pame way to the Commandant of the Defence Force,

@general A.C. Lewin,‘who as yod"know, hed a &iétﬁuis@aﬁ

military career and is an A.D.C. to.the King.

————

Finally,



linally I put up a Iqﬁion in Qotneil ldst
Jlnanry.roopr nf

hﬁl atitaoh hereto. . The minute I

“ gave notipe ar thil ﬁotion, I wea sent ror by tiie Colonial

) Beoretary and u&ked to withdraw 1t as 1t would put the :

Governor in en awkward position. I asked why, and was

1nformed that certain secret despatches had been exchanged,

and that the Governor was not anxious to disclose their -

contents in Legislative.Council. - I asked why we had not

been informed of the gist of those despatohes as Members

of Executive Council, he replied that they were seeref.

Now, of course, I knew that this‘waé not aoouraté, as even

I was aware of their contents as the whole matter had been

discussed by the Governor with all and sundry outaide.:

I told the Colonial Seoretary this and I pointed out that

cop N NTTT ]‘]Tﬁ‘ﬂﬂ‘f" TTITT)

8 man in the position and with the record of General Lewin

should have been given some confidential information and

that the same remarks applied to Lord Francis Soott and

P

o =

myself. Yo i =
After consulting with Francis Scott, I therefore f|b§
persisted in putting my Motion in order that the publig I ;
might have some inkling of what was going on. Government's f
reply was very unsatisfactory, but they did undertake to %
appoint a Committee of the type we auggested, with - ,,g
probably even wider terms of reference. In view of thia, ';
having made my gesture, I withdrew the Motion as it would ;
not have been accepted by Government, and we of course are é

in e Mihority.

The Secretary of State's despatoh dated the
5th of February was I understand received by Government
onJWednesdqy the 4th March and was shown to the Governor
on that evening. I was of course in Nairobi at the time,
and so was Francis Scott. The Governor well knew that

J .o . “this




this was a question which the whole country felt very

atrongly. Yet on the morning of Thursdey the S5th of
March although Franocis Scott attended some Committee-
Meeting at Government House, of' which ccammitt.ee the
.,Governor was Chairman, yet nothing waa said either to him
or to me about the receipt of this despatch, although on
the nprevioul Saturday the Governor had sent for an Officer
of the Defence Forace, Duasten Adams, end discussed the
whi)l_e pqaitio_n vi‘tﬁ;hin in detaeil prior to the receipt
) ;)f the despatch and had asked wh:thex‘ he, Dunstan Adems;
would be prepared to @erve on such & Committée, the
-Governoer knowifig that D‘l;nstan Adams held atréﬁg views
advocating voluntary service. Dunstan Adams, is a
perfdotly honest person and told me of that interview.
) On the Thursday afternoon, after the Committee

Meeting at Government House, the Governor sent for

Mr. Kinnear, who is the Editor of the "East African
Standard®, gave hii‘»he Secretary of State's despatch,

and discussed the personnel of the proposed Committee with
Kinnear in detail and at length. Kinnear, of courge, after
the interview rang me up and told me what had taken ;alwé.
Meanwhile, neither Prancis Soott nor I, both Members of

his Exeoutive Council, Iere given any infomation or

=5

conilted in a.n.v way .

That evening I told Franois Scott what wes
going to appear in the paper the next morning, and he
frankly did not believe it.

The fact that the Governor may not be in
agreement with us is neither here nor there. On many
occasions I would reapéot him for disagreeing with us,
but surely it is hfle job then to send for ua, to tell us

. he is not in'agreement with us, and inform us what action

® he
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hé propoaes 1;0 telke . Quite honeﬂtLv, if he did that, I
out essure ydu thnt a8 oﬂen as not we would iwholeheartedly
auppcrt nmg but when he:lies to one, does’ gveryt‘ing he
can 'to, ﬁid.rnim the n(ﬁwdﬁ:‘pd répreﬂeniativen of ‘the
uncfficial oommunity, lobbies like en Irish village
politician, the position at long last becomes impossible.

He is, of course, filling a position which the
~Almighty never intended hirg to fill. He is weak, stupid
and dimnent, and until we get rid of him, I can see no
hope of Any bat'ter or improved relationsnip between the
ofﬁoiul and the unofficial communities.

_-Agalny I would stress that this last episode
was merely a further instance. I will only quote two
others. When he decided to impose an Income Tax, he
informed nobody, not even his Executive Council, whose
firat intimation of the arrival in this country of an
Income Tax Expert was the receipt of some letter written
on paper headed “Ker‘syq}}noom Tax Department™. Meanwhile-
we were committed to pay for this man for, I think, three
years, and when we got rid of him, we had to produce his
three yeers' salary, passages etoc.

\ A8 a second instance, the other day, allegations
wex;e made by the Representative for Native Interests,
Archdescén Burns, to the effect thaéﬂoonsidef‘able:ebuﬁa
exiated in the go].ieetion of Native Hut and Poll Tax. As
these allegations had been made on no less than two
occasions, we suggested that it would be advisable to hold

an enquiry in order to see whether they were founded on
b

faoct or on fioction. We suggeated that a suiteble Committee

of Enquiry would be g Judge of the High Court as Chairman,
together with Mr. Rupert Hemsted, a retired Provincial

Comtbnioner, and & Member of the Carter Commission, and

P -
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elti:'o.i'”den"w Heryey; who hes had 38 years experience of

theas things, and is uiﬁ.cua Meuber, or DriArthur, o
u:g;unu-y ' Some “discussion arose-ae o the ;ddition to
this Committes of the Chief Native Commissiomer e Canon Burng
who made the allegations. We were againat t!\ie‘inculuaion

of these two, a8 they were in a sense interested parties.
Nevertheless they were included. ;

x " ' Whilst thué matters were being discusaed,
nr.PsntLv'i, "Indian, suddenly demn.nded Indian representation
on this Committee, and the Governor, who had been trying to
catch his eye during this disounsion, immediately agreed.
Now, we feel very strongly on the subject of Indians being
acoorded any official acknowledgment as being included in
direct edministration of the native population, so
immediately after this Meeting I went up and somewheat
foroefully informed the Colonial Secretary of the dangers

of including an Imy.\an in a Committee of this kind. He |
replied that the Governor had found himself in & diffioult
position in thet Mr. Pandya, who had Just returned from a
Propeganda tour in Indie during which he had interviewed
both the Viceroy and Mr.Ghandi, had been to see the
Governor, and had demanded inclusion onm this Committee,

to which the Governor hed agreed. ~The Gowernor; of.gourse,
should heve irformed Francis Scott or me_about this private
interviaw; we would then have discussed the position

with him, and have endeavoured to find a way out. His
failure to do so merely resulted in an "impasse". Ta

cut a long story short, we again saw the Governor, and in
the course of that interview, the Governor said he had no
idea that Mr.Pandya was going to make this demand, or that
any question of principle was involved. I replied that

- . he



- he must have known that a very big question of principle

was involved, and that with all due respect to him he
did know that Pandye wes goiag toc make -this demand as
he hed interviewed him privetely previous to the Meeting

and had made this mtiu'oﬁant s #{/Phe Governor denied

<

thiss I then ohnllengad him tgain. and Wade, the

Colonial Seoretary, who was present, had to interpolate

‘by seying "Yea Sir, e think if you‘remember, you did see

Mr. Pandya in the passage prior to that Meeting, " Now, I
aak you, how can one deal with a man of this tfpe? -

I am also additing hereto 8 copy of s 1etter
recoived this morning from Schwartze who is at the moment
in London, trom which it would appear that the British
Government 18 going to let us down in regard to the
recommendations of the Carter Report and the Order in
Council demarceting and seeuring the White Highlands.

If they do, there is going to be a row, and a racial one
which may have far r;f;ohing consequences even from their
insuler point of view.

I am afreid that this letter is written very
hurriedly so a8 to catch the air mail. I admit that
toie inoident over the Defence Force has ocourred at an
inopportune time. Phat. however ia-not our.fault. 'a_'!‘}xe
position will 4 think be made clearer were you to spare

the time to read the attached doouments which are as

1. My notice of Motion re. Defence Force.
2. General Lewin'a letter of reaignation.
3. General Lewin's farewell order.

4. Questions of Francis Scott and aelf.

NI 5. The Secretary of State's Dupntah.

6. Prancis Soott's and my letters of resignation
from Bxeoutive Council. N
(We felt the main lottu' /had better ba

¥
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writen by Prancis Scott, &s he sl a
" Member of Exegutive Counoil and is'%: @
be 4lé, whereaa I am supposed to be
politically more violent.)
fhe Gﬁernor'a Bcooptmoé of our rée1gna1:
8. Francis Scott's cable to Thomas.
9. Letter from Colonial Secretary to Eleated

10. My reply thereto om their behalf. (This
ia important as it stated our point of

_ Incidentally, I might add that under the 1
pbroa»-ordtﬁuu .a8” 1t exista today, every abler bod:
is "r:eg‘»j.qt!predL trained up to & certein age, -oiui‘be_\
and oan be called up directly. unde‘r the Governor's
should ‘, lt-'.%; of emergency be declared. The Orgu
on the whole works quite well, but like everything
has latterly been starved of money .

Again very many thanks indeed for taking a
interest im our little troubles. I cen asaure you
behalf of all Elected lgﬂxberl that we deeply apprec
it. Ea

Yours aincerely,

F. Cavendish Bentinck.

Naturally I want to keep the names of Dumstan Adems
Kinnear out of this.

e



PRIVATE & PERSONAL. o)

“ o - GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
AIR MATL. ’ KENYA,
- ~ EAST AFRICA.
! ‘ 12th March, 19%6.
5\
My dear Bottomley, - i

In continuation of my Air Mail letters
of the 8th darch, Francis Scott and Cavendish Bentinck
published their letters of resignation (copies already
sent to you) in yesterday's East African Standard, togethe
with my acceptance with regret of these resignations.
They also published their telegram to ur. Thomas.

1t is too early yet to say what the
reactions will be but I believe the issué'is not one which
will arouse any great feeling or interest uﬁong up country
people. In Nairobi itself -- apart from the Orficials whe
are very angry -- the leading unofficials who have as yet
expressed any opinion are disgusted with the tone of
Francis Scott'd letter and they take great eXception to'the
words "on behalf of the Unofficial;community" in the
telegram to the Secretary of otate.

I enclose herewith copies of the replies
I have received to the letter of the 9th March addressed
to the Secretary of the Elected Members Crganisation (copy
.of which accompanied my first letter of the 8th wmarch).

v




« GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
‘ g KENYA,
.
EAST AFRICA.

2.
I lmac'ln» they found some difficulty in fruming a sultable

: i th
answeér to our req\_eet. Above all, whatever Force is formed must never be undgr_ e

> i ith unofficial as
Yeu see, they leave ms free to appoint whom 1 direct Command of the Governor with an uno a

please to the Committee but in the meantime we huve Commandant; this has been the main cause of all the trouble

> hay i ' and
practisally Drepareﬁ all the necessary legislation so that we have had in the past.  Apart from this petulent .an

# eople both
there will be no delay ,'han the unofficial members are - unnecessary flare up I have never seen the people

appeinted. native and non-native so quiet. The gpod rains have com-

As regards the teims of Cavendish Bentinck's pletely altered the outlook and the granting of further

. llent impression.
letter of the 11th March I would urge that we now get funds for the Land Bank has.created an excellent impressi

this question of the Defence Force settled once and for I propose at present to hold my hand and await

all, if necessary by direct orders from-the Secretary of events before I recommend fresh appointments to Executive

State. Locul politicssss should not be allowed to Council. I'm sure I shall be approached on the subject

before long. .

e

In this connection I should greatly value

influence a matter of such importance, especially during
this time of International unrest.. To introduce the
Territorial proposals outlined in the despatch-will in no
way dislocate matters for the obligatioa on vall -ablebodied
men to be calied up if and when required will remain

guidance as to whether I would be justified in refusing in
future to appoint anyone who has taken the oath of Secreey
to the Vigilence Committee. It seems to me to be absolut)e y

wrong that members of my “cabix{et" should be hc{pfld by tvcf

x -~ - ~

units in Nairobi and Mombasa can be formed forthwith for caths. -

>

‘Fitzgerald, the Postmaster General, leaves

exactly as under the Defence Force Act. The 'l‘erritonal

the willing keen men will 8till come forward leaving out :
the unwilling conscripts, many of ;lhom were_really a J' tomorrow and will be in London early in April. I would be
hindrance. . very grateful if Mr. Thomas could see him as he will thus be’

Above.... able....




b . 4.
able to get first hand and most relisble informaticn
as to our ever varying activities here. /] o

>

Yours sincerely,

Sir W.C. Bottomley, K.C.M.G., C.B., O,B.E//////i

The Colonlal Office.
London. S.W.1.
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able to get first hand @nd most rel isble Lm‘o:-mation.
as to our ever varying activities here. 7

Yours sin ct?re;y )

#
¢ e ot”

o
Sir W.C. Bottomley, K.C.M.G., C.B. U,B.E/

The Colonial Office.
London. S.W.1.



e
A

co ,f"“ 4.':“) ‘)ﬁ ¢ty
¥.0. Box 825,
NATROBI,
Kenya-Colony.

Reference No. E/G.1. 9th kiarch, 1935,

Llhe ton. tne Colonial Secretary,

the Secretariat, . e

o~
e

Sir,
I have the nonour to acknowled,ce witn thanks

rece. t of your letter wo. AJMIL.85/2/VI/138 of to-day's
date.

You will appreciate tiat it i. difficult to
et into touch with Zlected Members at very short notice.
I shull tnerefore proceed to Nakuru to-morrow morning and

- -
see Lord francis ocott, anc in the meanwhile 1 am communicat- i

5
Ingr with all slected members and I trust I sh be in a * "
positlon tu inform you whe tfier slected rﬂlbers ave any 1{ N
- ! X P E - X
recomsendations to make ag’ to theé personnel 6f the profysed

Committee withir the next two or three days.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Sgd/- F. CAVENDISH-BENTINCK. /
Secretary,. ¢
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Kenya Colony.

T M 3 11 ZaFI 0Ll e f
ELECTAD MESRRRS QUGAL] ZATI0 0. pox_s,

Reference No., E/G.1. 9th sarch, 1935,

Lthe don. tue Colonial cecretasy,
Ihe Secretariat,
NaliOBI.

oir,
I have the nonour to acknouled,-e w1t tnanks
rece. t of your letter wo. A.MIL.85/2/VI/138 of to-day's
date.

You will appreciate tnat 1t i difficult to
L8t 1nto touch with Alected wembers at very short notice.

[ shull tuerefore proceed to Nakuru to-morrow morning and

-
see Lord rfrancig ocott, anc in tne meanwhile | fLocomnunteat- 1’
[
g with all slected wembers and I trust I sl be in =
position to inform you whet'ner wlected thela fave any 7“

recomuendatlons to make as' to the )ersonnel of the proposed
Committee within the next two or three days,

I have the honow to be,

8ir,
four obedient servant,

Sgd/- F. CAVENDI SH-BENTINCK.
Secretary,:
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P.0. Box ' 825,
NATROBI.
Kenya Colony.

ELECTED liBERS -0 {GAIT SaTION,
' Reference to. 1/G.1. 1lth Larch, 1404,

Lne non. tihe Colonial Jecretary,
The Secretariat,
HALROBI. -

Sir . )
"Further to my letter K/G.1 dated 9th March in reply

to your letter a.MIL.8% /138 of the same date, I have the

honour to submit the following.

k. Lhe Buropean Elected wembers note that the suggested
composition of the proposed Committee is in no way similar

to that visualised in ghe lotion put rorward on their benalf
in Legislative Council. Furthermore the groyoeed Commit.tee

is to discuss suggestions 'mde by the Secre ary of State based
“on conclusions he has reached as’ a result presumably of informat-

ion conveyed to him in Despatches from :is mxcellency the Goverror,
and Electéd lembers have no knowledge of the reasons’ or grounds
put forward by His #xcellency on which the secretary of State

s based his views. Elecied wembers regard the statement
extracted from Government in Legislative Louncil on the I0th

January last as uninformative and unconvinecing.

2. Blected liembers are unable to accept without ques*ion the
premise that necessarily "in the interests of the general security
of Kenya, the best, and” the only possible course, is to disband
the ex1s£ing Defence Force". they would point out that the
questiorr of “internal security and of the security of women and
children in a Uoloni such as ours is one of vitaf impor tance,
2ud must also be taken into the most careful consideration and
provided for in the preparation of any ceneral scheme for defence
asainst possible external aggression.

3. In view of tne serious trend in international relationship

in Euroge during the last few days, £lected wewbers sonsider that

it can ardl{ be necessary for theu to assure nis mxcellency that
should a state of emergency arisg they will do all in their power to
asgist in effectively mobi{ising'the Buropean muwi ;ower: of ~the
Colony, They consider, however, that taking into account the
Buropean position, the yresent can hardly be considered the oppor tune
moment to gera ah organisation which is"actually in bein, which is
under dis Excellency's direct control, and under whicn the mooilisat-
ion under direct Government orders of every able bodied wan can be
automatically effected at_ any moment by His sxcellency, shoula a
state of emergency be declared, and to substitute therefore a new

and nebulous organisation, which has onlv been vaguely conslaered

and with regard to which the people of the Country have no knowlede.
the additional provision of Artillery Defences for the FPort of
sombasa could easily be effected for{hwith by a simple addition to
the existing Orpanisation.

hteeieeneennss




4y Ay Lhe proposed Committee is-apparently to 51t under -~

terms of reference which take for ;ranted the imuediate disband-
men} of the Kenya Defehce norce‘wltbout any orevious reference
‘having beeh made to the representatives of the Unofficial community,
Elocted Members regret thal at this late sta%e they do not consider
that any nseful purpose will be served were The: to make
vecomendations as o the personnel of thie proggsed Commnittee.

They fesl that under these exnerloqal circumstances the personnel
had’ better be left entirely to His bxcellency's discretion.

I have the nonour to oo,
Sir,

Tour obedient servant,

S/~ F. CAVARIDISH=+3NTINCK,

decretary.




The Secretariat,

Nairobi.

11tk March, 1936

iy gear Flood, od Lo
"1 ‘thenk jou_very much for your letter of the
2nd and for kindly looking into the gquestion
asked by my frieng Mr. Pa;t_ndée as to whether
%bere need be any hesitation about his returning
o Rome.

You will by this time have learnt that we:
have got another first class row out here and that -
Francis Scptl and CayendishuBentinck have xran%neds
from Executive Council, . To me, their reasoms for -
this remarkable action are not veri apparent,

They nq they have not: been consulted as to m{
raorganisation of the Kenya Defence Force and that
they eught to have been. A%pa.rently, th.gg regard
it as some sort of insult it you people at home -
try to help us by making suggestions for our
gonsideration. XS this seems to be their attitude,
I do not quite know why they"did not resign
immediately after I made a speech on the subject at
the last session of Legislative Council. Among .
otyer things, what I said was:

"lhe hon. member for Nairobi North expressed
- some misagprehension that a decision was
éoi.ng to be_come to without local oginion
being consulted, | have Your Fxcellency's
authority for stating categorically tha
there is no such intention in the world.
What will happen 1y that when the issues are
ready for discussion, and when Government
has Tormulated its views uglto the point when
tnez7 can be submitted for discussion, these
matters will be presented to a committee of
local opinion becanse, of course, Government
woulc not dream of introduciug far-reaching
changes in a military organisation
gar cularly in connection with a local
orce such as the K.D.F,, without the advice
gf :shg local persons most qualified- to give

At the time} that seemed to satisfy mogt
ge ople, and Cavendish-Bentinck withdrew his motion
or the immediate appointment of a committee,
al though he did say in his reply:

"I should have thought possibl{ that before
referriuﬁ any thi ome it might have been
as well To have at any rate informed some

of those who have a grgat deal of experience
in these matters in this country of the lines
on which inquiries at home were’ being
proceeded with."

. Now everything has happened exactl I said
it would. You eg%le at hgge have mdcyugssom:m
concrete suggestions which we, ise. this Government,

d\
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think are very good ones, end ilias Ixcellency
announces his intention of immedimtel agpomting
a local committee to consider them an or -‘the
life of me, I cannot understand wiat-ahl the fass
is about, I iﬁ’g local committee considered: the

to say sg and give their reasons: Now

is Scott has defini el¥ refused to sit on a
c ttee or have anything to d with it, and it
cemaing to be seen how far ne will carry the
Buropean gogulntion with him, If tne{lall agree
to support him; then I suppose we snall get no
volunteers for'the territorizl units, and the ~
seltlers may refuse to register or have anything
whatever to do with the security forces or wnatever
it is to be called.

The situation is not made ani easier-by tne
fact taat a few days ago General Lewin blew up and
resigned his appointment as Commandant, apparently
bscause he thought His Excellency had been’
consulting some other feklows about something or
other which might coucern some of the people under
his command. As a matter of fact, I believe he
cot hodd of the wrong end of the stick altogether.
was not present at the consultation to which I
think he referred, and I believe it was a perfectly
innacent inguiryfrom some of the firms connected
with electricity as to how many of their fellows
could work a switch-board for the Mombasa guns --
something of that sort. I do not believe it was
even.remotely connected-with the Kenya Defence
Force. -Anyhow, there itiis. Poor H,E. comes in
for a lot of unmerited odium and abuse and things
are act ?t all easy for any of us. What the next
step will be I do not know.

1 e;xgect there will be another row over the
'hite nighlands Order in Gouncil when it comes out,
for T do not suppose that that Order can ive our
white highlanders all that taey are demanx%mg.

. You will be receiving our bond scheme despatch,
I expect, Uefore very long. "For my sins I have been
chairnan’ of the Committee dealing with the matter
and, of course, Grogan is one ofgtr_le members = I
have argued with him without stopping for about a
month as to the form lhat our memorandum to the
Governor is to take, and we nave not finished
the argument yet. fThe scheme as.greaented by
Schwar?zle has been modified considerably, e.g.
Government credit is to be used to cover 01.11{ 807
of the debts instead of 100%, the rate of interest
has been put by 1% to cover a good deal of
ossible default,”and it is_not to apply to debts
to the Land Bank, It is onli»- a scheme to meet the
immediate situation and not to be in any way -
permanent, If it were adopted, I do not suppose it
wouléd cost Government much' in the long run, but I
cannot suppose that it is cmsistegt with fhe kind
of finance orgiinariéy supposed to be proper for
British colonies. However, :I expect it will come
to you with a request that it may be seriously

:u sytiona and did not like them, d11 they had
@ og 4




considered. Qroga.u says he could defend it in
any place against any atiacks as a sound and
simple scheme. He may _possiﬁly be right.

- T T “Yours sincerely, -
oo /’W IR
. C £ : -
',/F
Pr T wosgeehes f N5

Lrariles Feloptrra @B &
S exn — """"7 Ay latlns 1/00.'7
Dot Pohetty [l

Lato

J.E.W, Fiood, Esq., C.M.G.,
Downing Street, London, S.W.l . ~ S L



%olfers Zlub,

"Mitehall Court,
Tondon,”, 7, T.
March "0th 1936,

‘,'0 the

Pieht Tonourahle J,U,Thomas, Fe-&ﬂ

Sir,

©e formerlv Chairman of th- Jommiltee in Yeava which opnosed the intrng
netion of conscription in Tﬁ”74=sllouy me to express my warm appreciation of
vour r;;*r‘ﬁr.t action in abolishinr conscription in the colony.Owing. Lo the

ounssitian the thorouesheoine conscrintion Bill vrovosed b th- Delamere

Partv in 17277 waa ~-'i">wdmv3:’ int renlaced Ly a ruch milder Defence “srge

Ordi -1:1ncf?’-1Y’ir"w h:;‘»v-ﬂm“, was based on cormulsony military service.p to ~the
!/

.

time when T left 1, olonr in I’?\T’ no attempt had been made ts us- the =pen
al oprovisions of the Ordinnnce’but later T noticed in the newsvapers that
several voung wen ho* heen fined for refusing to serve,

selective comscrip--

T am no racifist but T oppose siromgly
tion of white employers for a militarv forse imtended for use against unarm
2d native tridal workers.Tt was well understood i+ + o colony that this wasg

U

the objrct “n~ =~hich farce was fprmed.

&
T worl” stronglv urge as T did in-evidence to the Roval Zom

ion in '”’T’th»wt trusteeshis f-r the natives cannot praverle be delegated
to locnl settlers dlcoendent for their livelihoo? on chean native 1abox;r’
. -

despite their warm versuasion that thev can run the natives far better ¢

the effete officials of "hitehall.Tn the sense that thes can secure 1 hin~rax
S loen X

return on the natives as trustee mweetmonbe ti - prohasly true.3ut the

modern concepticn 5f trusteeship is th=t it 435 “or m and omenas suman

. $Coert i
heinp:s"mf‘ not mer~lv as remunerative m,mj- ¢ trusteeshit




native_lands is in the first place tor native ‘nomes/nhd not merelv for
the development and cxuloibation of imperisl estales.
“nder preaent method: of administration in Yenya any advice

’

tandered bv Tlected Members touching native qf}'airs must necessa.rily.
be tainted with s@l*‘—intrarest,nnﬁ ~hould be discounted accordingly.
nrtrer wdvances in the direction of self-éovernmEnt should be
n1lowed unless provisgion ig made for separate administration”of the

; . i
Yative -térri toriee, otherwise tristeeship will become a-mockery.

‘™ ab6lition of conscription may afflict the Blected Membé_rs

aaw et with one of their recurrent attacks of tropical-high—altit-

ude hvsferiagsuch attacks last about three months.l Trust that the Colon

{11 Office will nol be moved by local clamour,

2 a,-.-—,yh?,




native lands is in tre first place for native homeé}ahﬁ not merelv for
the d§1910§muuL and exnloitation of imperial estates.

“"nder present method: of administration in Venva any advice
+andered by TMlected Members t-uching native affaire must necessarily'
he tainted with skl?—intercst’nnd~whould be discounted accordingly.

o further advances in the direciion of self-government should be
~11omed unless pruvision is made for senarate adwinistration of the,
ative vprr1t0r19$ otherwise trusteeship will chome a mockery. o

‘®he ‘abolition of censcription may afflict the Tlected Lembsrs
was ~bdbet with one 0 thpiv recurrent attacks of tropical-high—altit-
sde hvateriajsuch attacks last about three months.I trust that the Colo

inl Ofiice will not h( moven by local clamouT,
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‘ mm & PRIVATE: “QOVERNMENT HOUSE,

/
‘ AIR MATL. KENYA,
2 EAST AFRICA.
i gth March, 1938.
k._ ] My dear Bottomley,. ’

i I sent you an air mail 1etter this .
L‘(‘ momipg ottlining the anticipated trouhlr- over the Defenoe
Foree. )

Now just before the meil aloses I have'
received the enclosed. I knew thati Franeis Scott & Co
were out to stage a first class row and this is the rirst
move. I shall consult my senior officials tomorrow and
as far as I can see the only thmg to do at present is to
accept with regret their resignations

. Francis Secott amd everyons else knew

that<%Be reorganisation of the Defence Forces 'asl \
engaging the attention of the Secretary of State. I
maintain that I am nct at liberty to convey the contents
of Secret interim despatches to him unless and until I am
zuthorised to do so. g

) * As regards the ucuplaiat that I do not
take {hese gentlemen into my confidence I would poir.»t out --

that a3 Members of Executive Council they were fully

consulted....



/ . : n'.& PRIVATE. QOVERNMENT HOUSES
AIR MATL. KENYA,
: EAST AFRICA
. 8th March, 1986.
.‘“, . My dear Rottemley, -

I sent you an air mail tetier this
4 morning nuznning the anuuipated trouble over the ‘Defeénce
Foree.

Now just before the mail closes 1 have
received the enclosed. I knew that Francis Scott & Co
were out to stage a first class.row and this is the first
move. I shall consult my genior officials tomorrow and
as far as I can see the only thing to do a2t present is to
accept with regret their resiénations. .

Prancis. Séoft ud everyone else knew
that-%fie reorganisation of the Defence Forces was
engaging the attention of “the Secretary of State. I
maintain that I am not at liberty to convey the contents
of Secret inierim despatches to him unless and until I am
authorised to do so.

- As regards the complaint that I doe not
take these gentlemen into my confidence I would point out *

that as Members of Executive Council they were fully

consulted....




" g PR

consulted on every important matter affecting this Colony.
As regards consultation outside Executive Council they@®
have not made things easier for\ me by being leaders of a
Seeret Soeiety openly hostile to the Government.

No time for any more as the mail is closing.

Yours sincerely,

T :

Sir W.C. Bottouwley. K.C.M.G., C.B., O.B.E.
The Colonial Office.
London. S.W.1.

=
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ELHCTEDWME&BEngoRGAEIﬁATIONL P.OL BOX 825.
Nairobi.
gth March; 1946.

To
His Excellency
. Brig. General Sir J.A. Byrne,
~=G.C. MGy K.B.E., u.B
Government liouse.
Nairobi.

\ -

Your Excellency,

1 enclose herewith my lecter of resignation
from Executive Council. I proposé sending & COPY of this
letter to all Furopean Elected liembers for thefr information,
and will @lso send ;opies to the Press on ‘fuesday afuernoon
for publication next Wednesday-
[ have the ponour to be,

sir,

jour obedient servant,

(8GD) - PRANCTS SOUTT.
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ELECTED MEABERD_QEQAﬁI&ATION: P.OL BOX 820.
Nairobi.
gth March, 19¢6.

To
His Excellency
Brig. General SiT J.h. Byrne,
~G.C.M.G., K.B:Ey C.B.
Government louse.
Nairobi.

Vg
Your Excellency,

1 enclose herewith my leiter of resignation

from Executive Council. | propose sending a copy of this

letter to all Furopean Elected Members for their information,
and will also send copies to the Press on Iuesduy‘uﬂlernoon
for publicatlon next Wednesday-
| have the nonour 1o De,
Sir,

jour ocpedient servanl,

(56D). PRaNCLS 5OUTT .

|
|
It




ELECTRD MEMBERS -( RGAN TS ATTCN. P.L. rox Biu.
Nairobi.
sth warch, 1900,

To

His Excellency Brig. General 51r J.a. bytnec.
G.C.M.G., K.K.E., .o

Government House.

Naircbi.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform Your xg€ellency
that Lt. Col. the Hon. Lord Francis Scott discyussed with me
the terms and has shown me the text of his letter to rour
Excellency dated March 8tl.

. As Your Excellency knows I am in complete
a%reement with Lord Francis Scott and concur with every word
of nis letter, which I consider states the pesition so admirably
that no reiteration on my part would serve any useful purpose.

I would merely also stress tne fact that cur
protest is not being made n persconal grounds but on a question
of majro principle.

I feel strongly that for some reason ‘four
Excellency has not deemed fir to take the Unorficial community
into {nur confidence to a reasonable extent during Your '
Fxcellency's term of Uffice, which fact has led to much friction
“Which has occurred as between Government and the Unofficial
community during the last few years. .

This last instance to which Lord srancis scott
refers in his letter to Your Excellency is so glaring that 1
consider that we should be betraying the trust whicn has Deen
vested in us by those who put us into council were we to accept
this position any longer, and as four kxcellency appurently
considers that we are no{ worthy of Your Excellency s conf'1dence
I feel that no useful purpose can be served by remuining on
Your Excellency's Executive council and | hereby ulso beg to
tender my resignation.

! have the Lionoum to be,
Jir,

rour cbediernt -ervunt,

(55D) Fo GAVERDIUH BeNTINCK.




ELECTED MEMBERS R(iab IGATLUN. .U, pox 82b.

Nairobi.
dth March, 1956.

o i
His Hxcellency
Brig-Generul 5ir J.A. Byrne. G.o.M.G., K.B.Bs, U.5.
Government House..
Lairobi.

Your kxcellency,
%
"I have the honour to refer to the protest made by
myself and Major the llon. F.#. cavendish’Bentinck at the deeting of
Executive Council held on-Friday last, March 6th, and | regeet to
say that after giving the matter the most carefui comsideration v
have come to the conclusion that [ can no longer serve as a ligmber
of Your Excellency's FExecutive ¢ uncil. ‘ 7

The protest we made was n & major principle and
not on personal grounds. ‘

Under the Constitution of this colony the kuropean
unofficial community is represented by eleven Members in Legislutive
council, and it has beer customury for rtour ixcellency the noninate
two of these Elected s#embers to iour xxcellency's Executive council.
The primary object of including two Elected sembers on .iour
wxcellency' s Executive council is to enable 1our bxcellency not
only to refer to these two Members for advice on matters affecting
the _olony as a whole but esgecially on sub jects which Speciflualqj
affect the community which they represent. It therercre follows
that if these two Menbers are effectivel, to shoulder their
responsibility theg qust feel assured that the,; enjoy rour
Excellency's confidence to the extent at least of belng Kepi
informed of such measures as may from time to tiune be devised which
affect the Buropean unofficial community. This4 however, does not
unfortunatel; seem to have been the position durlnyg iour kacellency's
term of oflice.

e have no hesitation in saying that had .our
Excellency seen fit to take the Unofficial comwunity into your
confidence to a reusonavle extent duriny your Lerm of o:r'ice muct of
the regrettable friction which hus been evident during recent jeurs
vetween Government and the Unorricial community would nave oveen
avoided.

The lust glaring instance of the way 1n which sour
Excellency has seen fit to trea% the Unofricial comaunity 1s one
which in view of the history of the past twc or three ,ears | reel
we cannot overlcok.

As you must well know the Lenya Defence rorce 1s
paurt of the organisation of this ~olony, and in fact part or its
constdtation and vitully affects the interests of lhe whole
Furopean community. it was originally demsnded by us, was
organised by us and has been carried on by us in spite of the
complete lack of encour;gement and assistance from Your Exceliency
and your Government. 'en it was first formed it received every
encouragement from the then Governoy, 3ir sdward vrigg, wno had a
most distinguished record in the Great war, but since then not only |
has it been sturved of money, which was perhaps unavoidable, but it
has received no sympathy or encouragemen from Your w=xcellency. |

1 had....
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1 had no intimation ol ine proposed change aritil | read “
the Secretary of state's Despatct in Friday moruing's puaper, thotgh
one might have expected 4s 8 small matter of courtesy ﬁ shuvuld have
been informed Dy Your Bxcellency pefore hand instead o LELig ieft ~
to read it in the Press news. Tn that despatcn the secretary of
State says "I _have now come to tne conclusion that in the interests
of the geucral security ot ~enya the vest und indeed the o ly
feasible course is to disvand the existing Defence roree." Or what
grounds hus the Secretary of wtate come SC definitely to this con=
¢lusion; & conclusion which,’ of ccurse, 1s & big ariront to every-
one who Las beel d nember of the nenya ﬁefgnce Farce. Lt can only
lLiave been come to &8 & fesult of Despat¢h€s semt hoae b, lour
wxcellency, presumably the Despatches mentioned in tne Jecretury

of State's oWn Despatche. (pbvousty the question of the lenju uelence
force has heen actively discussed by four Excellency during the lust
fifteen months Or wore, and yet never lLas my opinion or advice been
sought, although 1 have peern all that time the nccred'}ted repres-
entative of the Furopean community ou (our.Excellency s auxecdtive
council, and though 1 nave ulwayjs been actively interested in the
welfare of the Lenya Defence force trom 1its birth anc in fact for
some time was 1S Commundant. To tne pest of my knowledge no other
person intimately connection witn the nenya vefence yorce has been
wsked for his ndvice and certuinly not e late cominandant.

4e do not in any way cavil ut the fact thal iour wxcellency
mj be in disagreement with us on this malter. (our nxcellency 1s
sovernor of this colony, and as such has tne right L0 Luke any action
shich you may consider to ve in the interests of the colony. ué
only clain to have the right of being informed of :our macellency's
views and of the reasons Or grounds on whicn such views may be based:
such information can furthermore always pe couveyed to¢ the klected
Members serving on Your Excellency's Executive vouncil in confidence.
ie should then Know the eosmmn wnd although possibly not in agree-
ment, we should nevertheless in many cuses support iour pxcellency.

1 consider that an wifront has been JgLVeL 1O the wuole
suropean community through myself and my colleague on four kxcellenc
Executive Jouncil in that their recognised representatives nave peell
deliberately ignored in a matver vitally affecting the whole
community. TE

It seems to me thal by your gction you have showh il Jou
place no trust or confidence 1n our judgment and ! find that [
cannot with any self respect remiln a dember of .our Lxcellency's
Executlve council, and s© jerewith tender .oy reslynatlofn.

| have tne hououl Lo UE,

r,

Your oveilent sepvall,

(303) randieio ool A




PERS(NAL & PRIVATE. . [ Ff COVERNMENT NOUSE,

KENYA
EAST AFRICA

8th March 1936.

AIR MAIL. Coen

My dear Bottomley,
I have much to tell you in this letter
about the Defence Force. On receipt of the Secretary

of State's secret cable (No.44) of the 4th March I

_arranged that the Seeret Despatch of the 6th February

should be issued to the Press and published onnthe
morning of the 6th March. I further arranged that on
the same day Executive Council should consider the
personnel, etc., of the Committee (we had promised) to
examine the tentative proposals contained in the
despatch. Prompt action was necessary having in view
the fact that the guns at Mombasa would shortly be
installed. v

I enclose cuttings from the East
African Standard of the 6th March containing the
Communique and -the Leading Article.

krom the information I have since
received from many sources Mr. Thomas's suggestions are
considered eminently -sound for ‘nearly everybody has

realised that the preseut Defence Force is of no military

O




on -

value and that kt must go. But, as I indeed antIcipated,
the Vigilence Committee crowd, presided over by Francis
Seott and Cavendish Bentinck, etc., are not going to aﬁov

this Force - wnich they regard as being vraclically

(through the Jommandant ), undsr their contro) and influence

- —= to be disbanded without & bitter fight. This fight

will now be staged but proviééd we are tirr — and I'm
sure mr. Thomas will supoort me -- it will not last long
because all the sen<itle peopie in the country are behind
us.

I now tum to what took place in Executive
Council on Friday worning. «fter dealing peacefully with
all the items on the agenda | referred to the Secretary of
State's despatch. I pointed out that having regard to
the international situation it -3 most desirable that we
should get our Defence messures put right with the least
possible delay and that above all we should, ‘n doing-so,
avoid polities and peféonalities.

I pointed out that the Secietary of State's
proposals were tentative and that 1 desired t? apooini the
promised Committee at once. I said that I hoped that

Lord Francis would consent to sit. This resulted in a

Sir W.C. BOTTOMLEY.K.C.M.G.,

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
‘, KENYA,

3 EAST AFRICA

most disgraceful exhibition of uncontrolled temper. e
blurted out that neither he nor his colleagues would sit on
any Committee: that this (the Defence Force) was their
rorce, glverfto‘ them by" the late Governor, and that they
lookzd upon it as part of the Constitgtion. I kept my
temper and tried to reason with him but it was hopeless as
be is like a spoilt child when these fits come upon him,

The effect mf this unpatriotic exhibition had on
the official members is shown in the copy of a communication
I received from YWade.

1 have had a consultation today with my senior
advisers and I have directed that a letter tgopy enclosed)
be sent to the Secretary of the Elected Members Organisation
If they refuse to recommend names for the Committee I shall
Jjust have to go ahead with an cfficial tommittee and submit
to the Secretary of state our recommendations as to the

legislation necessary to bring in the propos mepsure.

Yours sincgrely,

C.B., 0.B.E.
The Colonial bffice.
London. S.w.1.

\\\\EL



e an nportunce to-day that it
has never had in history Even
{prior 10" the war, i which this

@ he

(Fast Afriean Standard |

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 1936

A New Scheme

It hae been common koowledge
for some timie that the authorities
i Kenvd and o London have been
considerfrythe  reorganisation of
the internal defence, prganisatiung
of the Colony.  Defence has assum-

country -played ats part ouy of its

|

“l+nflict in Abyssinia has given a

own very limited resonrees 1o man-|
puvwer and material in the eatly
stuges. less detailed consideration] |
Wi~ civen to defence problems than
the everywhere in the
worl b nem Iluctantly, and be-
wise e the light of recent experi-
the Biitish Government has
cotne 1o the conclugion  that a
strong Fiopies s the  best guar-|)
aitee for the peace of the world,
the exereise of the afithority of the
League of Nations and the bene-
ficial influence of the principle of
colleetive secunty, Greab Britain
has faken i hand the reorganisa-
tion and  moderisaton  of  her
defence  serviees.  The  public,
understandjpy fully the nature of
the need and the objective, have
made no demur;_on the contrary

the Netional (Government was sent

back largely to implement the
pledge of armed security which is
now being carried out. With the
world as it is to-day, no part of
the Empire, unhappily, can neglect
its_militery needs and the present

is ease

warning to watchful people of the
iniportance of preparedness and re-
minded them of the great changes
brought about in conditions govern-
ing defence by the development of
aircraft und modern weapons. For
some years Kenya has established
and maintained the principle that
its Furopean population must be'
ready Lo provide for the security of
their homes and of the welfare of | |
subject races committed to Lhe

charge of the Brittsh people. The!
Kenyw Defence Force has had a
chequered carcer—in some ways as
General T.ewin's correspondence as-
serts to-day an unhappy experi-

cuce—but despite every difficulty
and discoursgement it has estab-

lished the tact that there lies upon
the shonliers of the Ewropesns of
Kenvie a eloar responsibnlity whieh
ol then T willingly
Furewell Order
General lghly  of
their quabty and none who know

Wi T oty
L

ncevped

Lawin spike

fence Foree has had soue dotects

and the mmin one hus been hat,

I te loyaliv it hag not been

l,w:-. At the frumework !,
foihe farees ot Crown and one
Gl the procipal changes proposed
in the schienn prablishiel 1 oday
whieh disbands the KD o to
bring the “security foree’ o fu
tare divectty under the command

of the Governor as Cominander in
Chaet und of his principal execu-
tve cffieora, T is npt a change
1o whieh anyone who regarded the

K D Foomoats troe light as o foree
for  the defence of Kenyw,  will
object It bas the added advan-

fuge of vesting vhe new unit with
full wuthority, and it binds Govern-
et quite definitely to its encour-
agetment. The proposal 1s thit there

1

]

o ptle shoovs priv
congribution 1
Even with a plo
mob of untruined cohans
bandicap on raile vl
theyv would be less hurdensing
mere useful b cach of them
ndl riffe That “is «
povit bt Barernmens  oright
' [ | NI with  the
It e lubs
wved  birgely sta
it o catlosiesme of their
members The esseneal fhing:
the Seeretars of St |
toprovide means for the ntliagn
ol the full Briash
the coumtry
If 1l sehene
and mthat way

theetine

b
nd g
i

ol

O raZe e vy
which hnve  su
the

s

has <l

T oW e

cuse f emer
offers this vy
IS an mprovetnent
on the present ar if by a combona

shodd b formed w " Kenya Regi-
e It dtself o will secure
fon the unit o elose dentity with

tie Colony whicle not only eaplaing

its nature hut - wills <urely -be a
souree of real prid Associuted
with st will be an artdlery  aud

seurehlight unit for the defence of
Mombusa. in co-operution with the
Keffya Rovid Nuxvnl Volunteer Re
servie Belind  these will be
Kensan Regnoent Reserve and 1
mconnesion with this latter body
that the compulsory  prineiple will
be retamed and  firmly applicd
Ths Regiment and the special uniis
Wt Mombusa will be on the lines of
feoand will

13

w Terrntoral Fors e

tion of borh ar sonee modifican
or adjustm@nt it ean he still furt i
improved then the wise thing 1
do is to purall prejudices aside and
Join together in workiug out some-
thing that will stand the e~ [r.s
in that spirit we commend i 1. the
considerntion of the country with

"

this  proviso that of the valnntary
prmeiple docs not - prodiee cnongh
men  for tmining o mect the
real needs Government st not
hesitute 1o seek forther powers |
Weare oy oo gebe T
do i thoroughly 1lis fime: that
apphies 1o Governent us well s
to the public. As promised

o
voluntary, exeept  that service

the ranks of these forees will fnve
to be taken serionsly, At the pre
sent tine there wre severad umts
of the  Kenya  Defenee Foreo

throughout the country - Tt should

be made clear. we thik, that of
sufficient volunteers conee lorward
in uny distecr o Lot aad Pait

will be formed thers so than peopls
hwvine e seattered commuinites

the wettled  arcas nwy el as
secure under the uew sebomie as
they do under the easting K DEF
orgamisation  But the Ternmarl

Foree s essentdly voluntiany inoats

character and of the sehene goes
through ae 1t 1s now  frumed. i1
succoss will be a proper of
Kenyw s loyalty and scuse o
pousibility for her ~own  defence

We have heard o great deal agumse
the princaple of conseription ; qnow
let us the eritics hurry forivad |
to ffer their servae
i the Colony's own |

Lest

A

s valunteers

nent

o~

the settlers of this country will
doubt the smeenty and trath of
[his tribute. Buu the Kenya De

they dont and 4 the o
enougle volintecrs (h

Afrewn Staodacd wily v b
el apan 1l Coovernne f
this commtry il ' '
Ban in wd v e o "
bear oo all Vo e harga
the abbtia I British
tberane Sectanas the Hoserve
[ e Fed e wenhiess e the
sehieti thiat the tmsses, tHhoogh
compulse registered and wen
thew ¢ v general seheig
will hav trng w0
matter sereis consnlord o
whether every able bodied man up
to A certain uge hnmut should not by
called upon Lo go thirough n course

I#gslative Council a local Com-

(iltee 15 1o be mvited o dvise
the Secretury State. through
the Government, on the scheine
i its loeal sefting 1f their oo
‘\pOBuls are wWise and  sound e
Wuniry will expect this Gover

Umetl to back themn beenuse alrer
ull, whur the despatelr provides
1~ ouly the theory und® we are Al
comeerned altmately ol e
tice  Publieation of the details of |
the  scheme will also prnhm"v‘
comvinee those people i Mom- |
busa who  charged  Government
with Laving bad then open to

"attack for the sake of two guns

und o few scarchlights Xlthangh

Mombisa s now o detended
port. obody need thitk _that i
s undMended stare 0 was dree
frome attack After ol gt < wn
‘un]nnlmvl burbour  wheee il
tury stores e undled 0
[honsed. ol e a
for ships anda

ot the Naew

have  been

[ .
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1WDEFENCE OF

KENYA

m

VNEW'PLAN

J K.DF. to be Disbanded a
| | ~and Replaced

_———————

BY TERRITORIAL UNIT, ARTILLERY
AND RESERVE

COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF ALL |
ABLEBODIED MEN |

The Kenya Defence Force is to be disbanded and replnced‘
by a new defence organisation which will *‘enable the\
potential European man power of Kenya to be utilised|
in the best possible way."” ‘

4
-

|

\

\ —

% Secretary of State’s Scheme

The proposal is a Kenya Territorial Regiment and a
battery of artillery, the latter for the defence of|
Monibasa. |

The O.C. Troops will be in command mrl professional <l:\ﬂi
wwill be provided

In addition, to meet the need for security there will bel
compulsory registration of all men who are physically!
fit and who will form the Kenya Regiment Reserve. ‘

This announcement is made in a despatch from the Secvetary |
of State published yesterday and a Joeal Committee|

will be appointed to discuss it. Tt will also be submit
ted to the Army Council in England

" Committee to Exmm ProposaB




S m—

. ( “The

Sucrel.nry ut Sthate s
duspntvh is prefaced by the follow-
ing note:—

)
In permitung  the following
despatch to be piplished, the See-

ietary Biute desires it to be

made clear that he intends w0 scelk ||
the advice of the Army Council be- |
fore the matter is finully scttled. |!
A Commitkec will  be appointed

forthwith to submii tecommenda-

tions genarzlly on the of

State's suggesticng, wu»

lacly on the mt.Jh

give effect to the changes if such he

ultimately ‘npproved

The Despatch

Dawnmg Street,
5th February, 1936,
Bir, p i

1 have the honour to refer to
your secret desplteh of the 15th of
September ou the subject of the
Kenyn Defence (Fored. I note
that in regard to the.question of
the stores, you are taking separate
action, and T presume that you wilk
report separately if necessary’ on
this point. In this despateh I pro-
pose to deal with the organisation
of the Defence Force generally.

2. As I informed you in my te.
legram of the 4th of February, [
have now come to the conelusion |
that, in the interests of the gene-
rul security of Kenya, (he best,
and indeed the only possible, course
is to disband the existing Defence
Force and replace it by some niore
suitable military  organisation
which  will enable the potential
European man power of Kenya to
be utilized in the best possible way.

Territorial Regiment

3 do existing  circuustane
my opinion s that the most sui
able orgamisation will be that of a
Territorial Force regiment conpris- |
ing an infuntry unit- (or units) dnd
a battery of urtillery for employ-
ment in manning the gun defence
of Mombusu The establishiment
of the mfantry umt §hould be
for & Buttulion of the King's Afri

ns§

ean Rifles, with necesgary modific
Cation us repnrds non-combatants
The Ofticer Commanding  the
Northern Brgnde  of the  King's
African I, dd be sppointed
o comiuand ‘.11 locul  forees in
Kenya und Ugundu, and bis pre-!
sent style should  he altered by
adding the  words “und  Officer
Commanding Local Forces, Kenya

aud  Ugunda In the” Ordinanee

uummuung the regiment provi-
sion should be made to vesi the
dommand in “the Officer Come.

DR Y
tanding Loca) Foreos, Kenyn and
Ugundu

The Staff
4. As regards the staff, the ne-
Jeossary stalf should be  supplied
from the Northerp Brigede King's
African lufles, the neeessary wlddi-

tions to establishment of that force
being made to provide for this. The
Staff Officer should be appointed to
the staff of the Officer Command-
ing  Northern Brigade with the
title of Staff Ottcer, Tocal Forces
In order to iske the change as
simoothly s possible, 1 suggest that
it would be advisable in the first
phice to-appoint s Staff Officer,
Lacal Forces, un officer now serv-
ing m one uf the Battalions in .the
Northern Brigade.  This will se- |
enre that the first  ineumbent of
Uing post w11l haye « knowledge of
the “problem, the people, and the
cougtry, and it would be preferable
to appointing an officer from this
Luuuh) who bad no such local ex-
perience. The officer sclected for
the wppointment of Staff Officer
Locul  Forces would be replaced
by an afticer sent from Eugund to
complete establishment .

5 1 suggest that a suitable de
natiotn for the proposed Force !
would be “The Kenya Hegmu,nc
Terntonal Foree) " The wetual
thoof the units can be regn
Lted weeording to possibilities and
in the first instunee, | suggest that
the estublishmeng shauld wim af
one infantry by ad - one
battery of urtillery

I

talion

Ready for Emergency

G T your seeret desputel of
the 12tk of Deceaber, 1981 you
stated that you were i agreement

witle the suggestion that o secu-
ry foree”  shouhd be orgarnzel
and mnintained otk low
over, that e tithe would b sone
whall. wisleading. though | apre

that, i the  circumstances  of |
Kauym averyone wiio is physically

Bt should be compnlsorily regis
tered - for amibitary aetvne it un
anergeney Sinee ol juse i
holder o will contines 1 b 01
trder Dbty for nuhitary - orviee
ol probibis be better 1o mnke !
them amembers of some detinn
wilitars organwstion. which would
antomationlly  place then ander
militury  or  Governmnent vdders
when wostate of  emergencey
deelurad This would have the

| the

further advantuge of ensuriug that,
whon called upon, they come under
military control and - diseipline
emergency, with the respousi
bihty for carrymg out orders given
“(Continued in next column.)

1 i
«

to them  To secare this end the
Lest course would appear 1o be to
estublish for the Kenya Re siment
(Terrtorial Foree) w Reserve, and
that all house-holders  not being
wenihiers of the Regiment ar of (1
King s Afriean Ritles Reserve of
Officers shonld b requived to enrol
init - The Reserve could be divid-
ed it clusses eeording Yo onge
wind - obligation e mihtary iraine

mg. e owould qve ench man uE

defimte nnlitary  status if he is|
eullod upon for ‘service, and would !

probably prove the st

]w wy Teonrse inthe end i
- I imith sugpestions as
\urmh for your eonsideration. They

satisfae- |

those

lind e stpport of Brigadier Nor-
e whens he Jast considerca the
tatte?, arnl o will o Cdaiit
hive disenssed e whole st
| with hin ey the st
tiinge ta do wondd appeas 1o e fo
prepure Jogislato o 1 e effeet 10
I climges el 1 orequest that
son will subiot o0t e an draft
us Vol propose
Iohave the wweoir 1o be
Sir,
Your most obedient, hunble
servant
(Bgd.) J. H. THOMAS,
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. jw P’cellerﬁ:;yf

It is, I hope, unnecessary to add that Y.E.
comnénds the msweﬁing loyalty and devotion of all Y.E's

official advisers.
(ITD). A. de. V. W.
6/3/36

Your Excellency,

; Since _writing the ‘above I have been approached
verbally by other offi.pial members of Executive Council who
desire me to cunvey $0-Y.E-"their sense of disgust at the
behavious of Lord Francis Scott in Council together with a

(ITD) A. de. V. W.
7/5/36

CONFIDENTIAL.
Hon. C.S. Ty

’ I skall be glad if you will convey to His mxcellenéy
my sympathy with him and my utter disgust at the outbreak in
Executive Couneil this morning.

addressed as w;as done by Lord Francis and, if it is not
presunptious, I should like to express By admiration at the way
- o H.E. kept his temper and thus commanded the pos1t10n.

) ' Should Lord Francis Scott resign, as 1 hope he will,

of having as one. of his advisers a person who is a leader of a
. Committee admittedly anti-Government and “sworn to secrecy a8 to
action to be taken against Government.

\

(SGD) H.R. MONTGOMERY.
6/3/36.

respéctful assurance of their united support for Y.E. at all times.

Probably no representative of His Jla jesty has ever been

it will relieve Hig Exgellency from the somewhat anomalous position
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? o ’ The Seczetarzut.
: AL 9th March 193,
! 3 '
Siry ,
7 § I ‘an directed by Ihs Excellem,y the tzovernor to refer

S

you to the statement nade by me as Colonial Secretary in the
% l’iégislative Council on the 10th January. Briefly this
;ta{;ouent was to the effect that the future of the Kenya
Defe:ce Force and its relationship to other forces was
& engaging the attentim of the Imperial Govemment and when

tentative proposals were formulated these would -be placed *
berore a representan.gp (,ommt.bee. .
j 4s° soon ns}the puthority of the Secretary of State to

anfiounce h_ig tentative proprOsgls was received the despatch

| eentaing ‘thew was published and on the same day (Friday the
6th March) the question of appointing the Committee promised
";s’raised in Executive Council. It was considered that
the Committee should be a small one under the Chairmanship
of the Officer Commanding the Troops with whom it n(s
desired to associate the Solicitor Gene\iéil' a representative
of the country comunity and a representative of either
Nairobi or Iombasa. It would ‘also be an advantage to add
a ropre_sentative of the Kenya Rifle Association. ’

In view of thq fact that the 6" guns have now
u'rived and ‘will ‘shortly be _installed the necessity for_
prolpt aotion is obvioua T 3

I u toask vhether the hlected Membors have a.ny
z‘ecmomtd.on to mke as to the peraonnel of the Committee

" and T.yould be greteful if I could be furnished with an

:;ll N A 5 &n\g : u
B! . early %ly.

by, 3 ¢ ) Your Obedient Servant,
(SGD) A. de V. WADE.

COLONIAL SECRETARY.
agldembers Organisation.

I have the honour to be,

&

3
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, .,ur- riood. 738 aas.
& uf‘;“ 5 ¢ =y S For the Segretary of utat,"s -

. signature.
Sir C. Parkinson.
3ir G. Tomlinson ;
Downing Strect., g s

M. 57 C. Bottomley. (3.3

e 7
Aburgh € 14th Muaren,” 1334,
/L' US4 s /3/‘/ 2

Parly.
s
Secretaly of State s
Foiddy,
Doan ety - .. ...
- L= . ' T promised to write to you
Vo fF b 7. . -
N 5 about the kKenya Jefence iorce. The
CAPTAINZGUL&T, M.P, *
) position is this:- For some time
s : N
& o
4 & { past tne Governor has not been happy
I i witn thg Defence Force as it stood,
- :4‘? / , v '
. L W &a, %+ thinking ‘that its orgenization was
P T o
© ¥ defective and tiat it did not provide
i
™wisesoa satisfectory meens of maxing use of
the white man power in Kenya. In
-- addition to this it appeared tnat
) .

P 4
%H_ER AG'l‘l.Oltl. ' s the arms befonging to the rurce ware

not being properly lcoked u:ter and

A tnat there was considersble @ 2. of
thelr getting into the hands of
natives. The Governor was 1in.l ned

to the view that the defenne Porne
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“kne Norfherp Brigade, King's ‘\A?!g:&oéq;ﬂ!ﬂﬁ
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but:
%Uy&\l W

4

\ I \
T _ § 4 =
) do%_/e mc}‘ avoidimeking “two “bi

Gy

discussion with thesgovernor

il

> After. proloné#,&

RN L

when on leave and witﬁ the Insﬁeotor-ceneral
end other officers, the conclusion was reached
< A _
that as a military unit and part of Kenya's
defences the Force was not of any practical
value. The Governor agreed that the soundest
policy was to replace the Force byleometh‘ing
else and after considering the-whdi® 'ﬁﬁing I
ca. . to the same conclusion. I have no
intention, nor has the Governor, of proceeding
. . hastily. It will be necessary to take- the
unotficial European populatipn into consultation
and it will be necesnary. to draft very ce.x;efully
the legislation which will be required. In
bJemuary this year tne:Government éhnounced in

)

Codncil in Kenya that they propased t6 appoint a

local

“

S5°C. Bottomley. "

Sir J. Shuckburgh. . .

Permi. US;@!S
® _ Parly. US. of S.
Secretary of Stage,

g

£

-

£ eiee

FURTHER ACTION.

{:L # there ‘ehou

local committeé to examine any
suggestions which might come frem

i ,
nere and to put up préposals wng,h
; &y
A

‘t"he‘objcv:t of ensuring the fxl'l'e‘st
possible measu!:e of locul co-operatia
- B ‘Phe proposal waich at
’;»reae;xt holds, the "f'ielc; is that \

‘be a "territorial¥

hattéli{which it is hoped can be

w’

found by voluntary Jrecruitment.

fhiis will e;mab:le éelpedple wno\re‘
.

keen on military training to play

their part, end i—ij_/e.n emergency -«

‘arises the battaelion will supply =

nucleus of trained personneli'emd,

if necessary, could be cmployed ss a

fighting unit at once, which would be

>

verv difficult with tne pregent

2

befence Force. In .ddition to
this battelion there will huve Lo be

a coest defence unit to man the

heavy guns which are now being put
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or of angya. to the Searatary
cf State for the Colonies.

od h,1936. Received 6.9,a.m,
ol .? 11th March 1936
renelomemay . i
No 65. -

Following mssage for Secretary of State for the
Colonies begfns.

To'the Right Honourable®J,H. Thomas Secretary of
State for the Colonies On behalf of European community
must register strongest possible protest against
arbitrary disbandment of Kenya Defence Forca without any
reference to representatives of unofficial conmumty who
were not even informed prior to pub}.},pa,txon in press.
This further instance of disregard of unofficiel opmlon
hes ceused nich justifisble resoniment that Bentinck and
I have resigiecd Executive Cowneil Francis Scott End .

Govor.or,



