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Iinteresting to note'that the BoardIt l6

In several instances declined to approve 
applicatloh'B unleae stipulations regarding anti 
erosion work to be done were accepted by o.plloants.

. ■'© have !
%

tv-*' IyDuring the year 88 r.ortgage loans were 
registered end Issued agtrefSting 1,77,665, bri.*ging 

loans Issued up to f,6-'M,860. 
viurr 1 s'sued' aggregating '

f sl.ort t^-rra lonna 
.1,-: ayrente of . ong term 

end Short term loans during the year Qmounte.d^o ■

the total of long te r-n
’f short ter'”. '.oOi.B

i
'he tote- 5

gataoo er.d iliMct recF-eotlvely.

The table on cage 2-. ahowa the periods for

In 69iOans leeued during 1936. 
aggregBtlng fQl.OtO. repayirent la r,ot due . ,

r*epayment of

caaeB,

for ?0 yeal'fl-

li Ijj r^ortt-agorS'

K "I t It

dirrioull to Bhow tha thlB la dj6 to ^ 
o Ihe r '-ha.. clrc-metancea outalde the 

‘...Mvlduol defaul'.er ”

Of corr.'Tod i t le s (see

C5’'C-CtC'vi

Payii^ent of ..

t ■rsr

"s£
would be

a^y thii-fc

{UO.CYCI*,ro-’.trol cf the
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ui. 1937.
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which loans lEs ;ed inviru t 1

'.located are euninarlued UB foliov.'B; - . 
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21-6
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"v . . it . le intereating, to note that the Board , .,

' • riave.'tn ‘^°
app?^Eitio& .tmlees ■8tilulEtlonB..regar^in6 ;anti-': ,

- ei^'a'ion Vork to be done were accepted by orplioants. 
During the year 68 mortgage loana were 

registered and issued aggregating £177.6^_, bringing
'■ ■'• .'•- , a - . . ' • ■ .6

the total of .long-terra Ibaiis issued^'up to £6.717260-^ 
S2 ibort term loans were issued aggregating 
£6,656. bringing the total of short term loan.s

to gll.i-Sb. Heiayraents of .^long terra 
and~sh.ort term loans during the year oraounied to

'i

-Y'
?:.•,r-

f'

JATt-,.. .

r:W‘
issued» up

£46,100 and £2,165 respectively.
The table on page 34 showa the periods for

In 59‘ repayment' of loans issued during 1936.
•■caseBiibgOTeEatihS

i

1 ".

for ,30 ,years.
Payment of InstalmentB by mortgagora .- •

■'b t itip to tape eta ti-o:.Ehas i.ot fully cjme 
'■.would be diffteult to ahow that this is d'ye to

anything other than circumstances outside the 
control of the Indlvld’ual defaulter-"

In the price of cora-moditlea (see 
graphs) a suhstantial improvement my be expectc^ys 
iH-i<937ti-, :

However,

with the rise

to which loans IBsued IhThe purpooee 
1936 have been,allocated are aumraarized aa follow.s:- 'u

DlBChorge .of existing mortgagea .... 44.6;s

21-6Pemanent- Iroprovaments .... . 
Purchase of land . •'• • • .

, V . purchaae;qf ptock;. ., 
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, . It .4«i2it%®lS;ijS3fto note-that the'Board

appliftiona^^^aa stipulations regar^int anfl- -
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^5^iia::S804^gregating

^ " iermloan^^fpBuea-aBBrs^m^y --' '^
tl^y^^jre short tei^'i^^d;

525. !' Reijayraents of IbngXterm 
y,=4l4ort term loans during'the year' amountefji'- 

/iOO''und £2,165'reBpectlvely.

The table on

reglst^e
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3g short 
£6,655, .bringing

li ibsued,-^ to £15 ,.525.

£45
page 34' Shows the periods for.

issued during 1936,:.■■ In ^^9 ■; g- 
CBMB,-aggregating £91,p0p,,vrepnyment • islhofr to ^ 

for 30 ye?fs-

repayment of loans

i

' - Payment pn;.: ' .x,: ts by mortgagors' 
it.^orfs' "but it

i

has.not fully come Up ,Ct 
would be difficult to show tj,s,'1518 is due.to

: X e
r anything other than oircumstanoea outside the 

control of the Individual defaulter-" ^ 
with the rise In the trice of oommoditlos taee

substantial Improveraejit may bo expected

However,
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|. .None oOhe„four farms on 

. of.^he Land Banlc' at W^ni^of^lf 6 ^ve been 
>:::) ■ ‘jCMVi"v;: Sold. In 193fethe"Bank.abquired,to more r r- - - -

ofi thfeae have bean sold without Ideo .to the 
^ ’ jank.
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"The Bank thus, has a- ,tbial of five,^ - 
farms,,for sale on te]?ms 'whicK shpuld .be;

f" ; '^.-
/

attractive' to prospective' puh^asers."

The reports by thfe district 
representatives of the Bank contain a good 
deal of useful agricultural information.

The report on the A'^ioulturai 
Advances Scheme diacioses no improvement.

Six accounts webe'wrltten off during 1936 as 
bad debts; repayments amounted to £13.03'’ ,

-;capltal, £8,676, Interest, £4,363); advances 
have had to be continued in 1937.

Analysle of Accounts on page. 40 shows-that .

hope of winding up the Agrlouitural 
Advances Scheme in 1937, or in 1938 for that

When in Kenya recently I met the Chairman 
,. .ofi.the; Iaii2; ahd .45riot0..'tffal Bank (Ur.Wal^ and the 

secret^:^Mr,B.Thornton)'ana,hacU.general,4iscussioris 
j with;them oh the work-of the Bank and on settlers’
! fitooe generally. There was; no doub^ W mind

--

. that. the Ba^ was- doing excellent work and that its 
/poli^ was a cpMeryatlve:‘Ohe base^orti;aason’'b' ; 1^ .

. land: valuations. . -Its efforts to assist sett , ' ' , ‘
taokle’the soil erosion problem in Jliiropean arf 
were appreciated-but the Kenya Farmers' Associatiom.- ,, 
represented .to: me that work to

The
/■

there is no

■f. going oa fast enough' in some: districts-.owing to: 2 
ddsuffidient taokle being available; Ityvaa suggested"- 
;:to ;fe that: possibly assistance might be secured from 
::the Oolohial Itevelopmenf^d foaa unit.. - tiacton 
Martin ditcher, etc. -'to be secured and operated on a 
■co-operative basis.::' heferenoey.to this request will; bc;; 
made in‘fdy report on'Kenya;iwhiqh:;i: hope:- to conclude dh 
the course'of ■the: next .'two weeks.

Ur.Flood has'the Bank's

matter. 5i
* ■- , - . - rf'As in .the case of- the Land Bank, the 

assets of the Agricultural AdvaneeS'-Board 
^lu4e farm property talcen over.,

.. ? Put hy.
- r ■4 a.rt

.y C^ri Ii
j ’

,y
i

/C-Ui j ppsitipn is-sound, "but the Battlers Advances Scheme is . 
;not:;s'Sti^Aptory, T^e position in regard to this.

V . S;
latter, ■sphemd.is shown in Appendix 4 and I gathered : ■'. 
ifrom.Mr;Thprlt6tt -|Jat some slight’ improvbment had takea 
|»;duriigith^y^dnd;te^ '
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1956, there :wer0 two cases which w^e.-^0.-.; V
: ■-~^

: ^kobnsiiiered to ba^ bad debts; aiid fo^tBen 
,4; : j/ *; i doubtful out of a tqtai of'eSv
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•.: : ; ::Hie'3'ett-Iers in Kenya-bwere definitely ' ,n'

•v.
frBdi^ ojjtiiistiaf at'the'tinie'of My recent visit. 

They realize-that; the period of depression has 
-taught them arlot. ;':ihey-,are all keen to-try^^; :

'Vi'

vf:

:v“;vT.... l-::,-.-l...—•':.-:Sr-i^r.su *<i:
new-crops when there is the slightest'hope o'f ' 

All sorts of crops were being triad
y

aTTa-success.
out oh an experimental basis and there is 
definitely a ^eater'interest in mixed f TMing,
the encouragement of animal husbandry and a' 
desire to do all-that is possible to check soil 
erosion.

j
V^ '•

(frv*" t

t- 7 :^ 1Soil erosion in fiative Reserves is a 
1 different matter. Up to the present it is 

merely being played with but it is unnecessary 
to expand on this on this file.

i
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It iJ.oui-lj txa yet; s bat, so, far, it iobko aa if
tfie iiank ^er« ejaing pretty v.eii. Dlabrialniitlbn;. •'

ul e vei'i active kind la cie^'ly-being pxei'ciaejl

aa ict^Lvaa the granting of longrtei’a Iphna; and;
"- '* - V •-'.- \r'-

bpcoiel attention la being paid to valuations.-
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Report of the Bpard of the Land qnd Agricultural 

Bank of Kenya to f^is Excellency the Governor

ror tU. Year cMDeceJe^Slsi:^
4 \-

■

-■J. .

Your Excellency. _ , ■
The following Report by the Board for the year 1936 

is submitted for Your ExceUency’s information. The financial 
statements required by section 47 of the Ordinance have been 
prepared and are submitted t^lgjlh duly audited.

The Board
1 No alteration has been made in the personnel of the , 

Board Mr J E. A. Wolryche Whitmore retired automati- 
calfy from the Board on 31st December. 1936. and was re­
appointed by Your Excellency, vide Government Notice

’ No. 10 dated 30th December. 1936.
2 During the year 

Deugras Cooper and Mr. P. H. Johnson. Both these ^entle^ 
i n h"d'acted as subsUtuies for members on leave, and the

have recorded in the minutes resolutions,of condolence 
* jn- 'reciation of services rendered.

.veniymo meetings of the Board were held during 
. ■ compared with fifteen meetings in ISSJhand.on

each V.' -ese occasions the Board also sat.riiT.their capacity
as Agricultural Advances Board. •-;>

4. The attendance of members of the Board at meetings 
during the year were as under: —

Hon. 0. WnUli. C.B.E. (amimnn) .
E, B. cm. Eaq..............................................
W. C. Hunter., Esq. . ■ . ■
Moior C. M. Tnylor-. .. ;•
J. E. A. Wolryoho Whitmore. Esq. .

5. ' With the expansion of thn Bank’s activities, due to 
- the-increase of-loan maxima arid the assumption of an
additional GoVerriment agency under the Farmers Assistance 
Ordinance. 1936. the calls upon the time of Board members 

"have increased. In addition to auendance at meetings, pqpers 
on various a^itailturar subjects, as tvell as all applications, 
have-been circulated for their individual study arid attenUon. 
to be discussed later at Board Meetings.

The Lahliand Agricffiltural Bank of Kenya

THE BOARD 
Ttai Hon. G. Walsh, c.b.e. {Chanman'i. 
E; Esq,, a.c.a.

''Wre^uNTER, Esq.
•MaijaM3HARLES M. Taylor. 
J.4!<A.'SVolryche Whitmore, Esq.

the deaths occurred of Mr. -

S. Thornton, "Secretary.

>■

20
21
22

ll. ~
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erosion is the greatest menace to agriculture which the Colony 
has to combat. The problem is How in process of being 
narrowed down to one of practical politics—what to do, and 

to find the whcrewithnl-with which lo.do it.
14 The activities of the- AgriculturaJ Department l)ave _ - 

been supplemented- by private entcipriso and thp are^^o^ i ^ 
one or two, firms- equipped with the necessary: plant, able to 
undertake broadiase terracing contracts for- those-unable,

-Tor varfpus reasons, to lackle the work with homemade ■ 
implements themselves; while an attempt has been toadP ‘o;- 
mtil to some degree the financing of such work in an ameni . 

Land Bank Ordinance referred to m paragnipn

5.\ThanIcsi.arftX:aiie. w

where\

' ■ /■' kAListarit Secretary. Accountant and,slx clerks and.typists.r
member of the Crown Lands Valuation Board 

has attended ekxpn meetings of that body
■ ■ -■ ’•*' ■

9. Long Icavn wa^s Btontt^i)^. B, C^Wecotcrtm 
1st March to 31st Augusf, l^^^^to Mn T-_ L- ^ 
from I si September, 1936, lo^th'February

8. As a 
the Secretary 
during the year.

meht to Uic 
^5 of ihisJ^eport.

15. Although lie subiect of soil erosion is-.mainly the' . 
concern of theXnnd Bank in
gagors, these constilute only a small factorun-the problem,as 
frelatos to the Colony.- Suirtcienl data and information from 
all parts have come before the Board to make clear the urgent 
necessity of the pursuance by Govemincnl. pf_a clwr imd 
vigorous.policy in regard to -all aspects of the - subject,. e.g. 
instruction unkcontfol in' ;Nniive Reserves.. restriction of 
goats, control of deforcstalioii, and alforcslation. -

• ' AOENaES
16. The Bank has continued lo,.ncl as agent fpr lhc 

Government in the administration of the Agncuttural Ad-

"Sof'’ug“,Sg%t“ ,
ness" As a result of that Committee’s recommendations,
••An Ordinance to provide for the consutution of n Bpa^.to 
be known, as the Farmers Concilmuon Boatd.do-invest the 
Board with certain- powers for the assistance mnd relief of

18 The Land Bank Board had already, in' Jdnuary. 
expressed willingness to net as agents for the Government in 
tSadirunistration of the scheme laid down mdhc Qrdinpnce 
and the,appointment of the Land Bank m this Mjlacity. ts 
pro’iidcd for tt'the Ordinance. * .

.1937.

INSPECTICFN&'-
10 The scheme of systeiftattd visitations to mortgagedg.:2 r'issrSKirriS

with the two previous years; —
etc.

Sh. cti. 
64 13 
fiS 76 
67 .01

£ a. eta. 
- 711 16 06 
^ 746 1 76 
• 664 4 00

2221034
2641035 233,1936

11. On March 16th the Board approve^Jappointment. 
as Land Bank inspector, of Mr. P. H- Colfflffi of Kiambmto 

created by the resignation- of -Mr. Douglas 
ill-health. The subsequent decease of the

fill the vacancy 
Cooper owing to 
latter is referred to in paragraph 2.

Soil Erosion _
12. During the year the subject of soil erosion has bcem 

regarded as one of paramount importance by The Boarff 
Valuators and Inspectors have been instructed to pay spKial 
attention to conditions existing on uU ptOTertlKi visited by 
them and to report fully on the subjfee and in- several 
instances the Board have declined to approve nppltcanons 
unless stipulations regarding anti-erosion work to be done 
were acceptecT by applicants.

T3. The propaganda work of the,Agncultund, Depart­
ment and the Press has performed useful service in bnngmg 
to the notice of European land owners the fact that’soil

rece
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: ^ J9; The: Farmers ConciHaiioh Boar^^ihtM by 
.Government Notice;No. 458 dated July 2l5t; 1936, and the 
consideration .of applications is now in progress.

t

5

26. iy obtainiiig the additional capiud tooumble rate:ofl3.p7>r th^y.«r^^^

i’ ’ STredulSromX^%r:Mi!fS-S2 per pent whM^
♦ -tuU amount has been drawn by .the Land_Bank , -

27,,The benehts accniing-from-mctended o^tions,ot^ . 
the Boiitd con^uent upon an.increase in capital fund& and .sriiss^sa?s^||;c j'
-cannot, however, be “Wined so long :aS^out^^. nter^ . . . .

£21 145 shown in the Balance Sheet of the y W renew
It is therefore a matter of impomnee shomd
make every endeavour to discharge their obhgaUons to the 
Und Bank will, promptitude, aa'their
operate to the detriment of Land Bank mortgagors as a 
whole.

S':

1^\ ■7-3. • Financial - ,
. ‘ -20. As a result of representations dealt ^ith in the last 

■ Annual 'Report calling for further capitaL'to bp-made available 
for the tand Bank. Your Excellency notified on March 2ndp 
1936. that the Secretary of State had agreed 

<iovernment taking powers to raise a loan of £625,000 to 
provide, inier alia, £500,000 for the Land Bank.

21. T ramediate issue of a loan of £375,000 was authorized, 
the balance of '£250,tib0^o be raised at some futdre date. 
From the loan of £375,000. an amount of £250.000 was ear­
marked as additional Land Bank Capital, of which aum 
£100,000 was to be set aside to finance the operation of the 
Farmers Conciliation Board appointed in terras of the Farmers 
Assistance Ordinance. 1936.

22. Arrangements were made by .which the Treasuiy 
able to furnish funds in anticipation of the loan, and the 
consideration of applications, which had been restricted to 
meet the earlier position, was resumed by the Board m . 
February.

23. In August. 1936, an issue of £375,000 Kenya Gov*
_ _ 3 per cent Inscribed Stock 1956/61 .was successfully

negotiated, the price of issue being £100 per cent. These 
higUy favourable to the Board,

24. Under the provisions of the Land and A^cullural 
Bank (Amendment) Ordinance. 1936, a reduction in interest 
rates cliargeable to clients of the Land Bank can be applied.

only to new loans, but-also to the balance outstanding 
on existing loans due and payable after the tedui^tipn jijt,- 
interest rates has been approved..

25- Capital funds for Land Bank purposes are obtained 
through Government, the Board being responsible for the 
actual interest and management charges paid by Government 
on the respective loans. Details are as fbUSws: —

..-w
■‘.r

was

28 At 31sl December. 1935, the total number of mort- 
ages which had been registered was 428. secunng advanres 

of. £513.595 and 32 short term loans aggregating n.170.

were repaid completely aggregating £13.150. and eight short 
term loans agi^Ung £2.065, To summarise: -

emment

terms are

not

jVmomUNo.

£
153I?200

45,100
13.825
2.10S

610-
44
04
0-

Intcrpst and 
Clioi^oa

- 29: Payment of instolments by mortgagora has not My
Kime up to expiefations. but it would be diiricult to show 
that tHfis diie.to anything other than cireumswnces puUiid^e 
tha comtdl of. :the individual defaulter.Spring gencraU^ 
It may:bo accepted that the great majority of borrowers regard

Msi

i*7.per cjdit 
3'7 per cent 
3-07yp«r ooat.

1030 Loan, £i?40,000 
1033 Loan, £200,000 
1036 Loan, £160,000

.7
li

•t'f
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him unable lo do anything to assist. 
j! Purpose of Loans

The purposes to which loans issued in 1936 have _
been allocated are shown approximately in Table No.-S. with 
comparative ligures.dealing with the total of loans approved. - .i-
Expressed in percentages the latter table may be summtmsed 
as follows: —
Discharge of Existing Mortgogoe 

Improvoiaonl.
^he»oftoed^.. - 
Purehasa of Mochlnory «51 hoplo

-f - ,1,

only by so doing Uiat die mortgager uses to the full the chief 
advantage of a Land Bank loan, i.e. provision for the liqutda- • 
tion of the’-debt on the'i'easy. payinent" system, with resultant 
frcedoni 'frbm foreclosure s’o long as. payments are.,main- 
tained. ...

30. Graphs illustrating price movements of the more 
important commodities e.sported haye again been prepared 
by the Bank's accountant. Mr. Sergeant, and appear as 
Appendix No. 1 of this Report. Taking into account the 
inevitable time lag^which Olhst occur between a rire m pn^ 
levels and the consequ8nt effect on the cash jmsltion of the 
individual farmer, diere is reason lo hope that^the more 
favourable position indicated in the graphs, though not tuuy 
reflected in the accounts of the Bank during 1936, wdl result 
in a substantial improvement during 1937.

31. Comparative percentage figures of payments received 
for the past three years are given below. These figures arg 
based upon the amount due for payment at September 30th 
and collected before the end of the year.

K \

♦ • »

44*8
SI-0Pen
100
6-4
7-1
hi

\ lDO-0

35. An important umendmg^^Otdinana ratiUed the Und
and Agricultural Bank . -(Amendment) Qfamancc. 1936. 
received Royal Assent on June 10th, 1936, its major pro­
visions being: \

(а) tb increase the maximum anjount which may be
advanced to discharge an existing oncrous ihort- 
gage ffom £23)00 loT3.500:- ;. - Z

(б) Toincreasetho-^aximum..amDUntwhichmaybe" 
advanced for an-purpo^,'ftom^3.000 to £5.000.

(d To autHoriK-advancearfoi^nnUSosiaStJv^k 
. exceeding.£200 uppnsSCCilritK-lf need be, 0 

thara fimt mortgage over 15% '
(d) To ensure the consent of Government before ad- 

vances arc made on tH6 security of land upon which 
of the purchase price is at the time owing to 

Government.
36. Other legislation affecting the Land BaQk OifecUy or

iijdirccUy included;— ' •
Parmers Assistan(».Oidinance, 1936. - - ,

1 AgncuUural Mortgagors Relief (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1936/

I’niii'ifuil liiU'rth'l

I'rr cent 
»2 00 
H7'47 
Kr> 47

/Vr rATif

7U-2S
74-H3

1934
1935
I93ti not

ihcr ?. ^
32 In considerine die Balance Sheet item “Interest on 

Account” £18.545/19/37. it must be borne in mindCurrent ............ • • i j jthat an instalment falls due on December 31st and is included
in the year's accounts.

33, Farming .in Kenya.is still in i:s infancy and returns
___ be expected to bemore erraOc than with old established
comrounilies. Tlie sfateraeijt one hears of the settler who has. 
farmed in the. CoW-for 1.11^ tef. twenty ywrs and not yet
_______averageay^r ik-"hpt^holly nonsbi®. The causes
of individual failure are often curiously localised and varied. 
For exalhple 'the' depredations of game have'becn''directly 
responsible for the failure of one or two mortgagors in the 
Uasin Gishu bisirict to meet instalments due. in the opinion 
of the Bank’s inspector, unless steps, are takcp soon to 
eradicate this game menace (chiefly zebra) in a settled' area, 
life result is certain to be serious and costly to the whole

part

must

/struck an

f ■ Farm Properties
37. The Annual Report for 1935 records four properties 

on the hands of the Bank (L.R. 1/59. 1/156. 1/169'and 
2/96). None of these has been sold. During 1936 six more

\
\ ■



9
8

appendix No. 1

The following graphs have

f roiived from fho Konya Waa^A

Otherwise (L.R.farms have been acquired by foreclosure or 
1 /2 1/13 1/58. 1/80. 1/112 and 2/137)., Arrangements 

■ been concluded for the disposal of five of these latter on 
I involving no loss to the Bank, leaving one of them 

(LR 1/80) still to be disposed of. The Bank’thus has a 
total of five farms for sale on terms which should >>= attrac­
tive to prospective purchasers. These properties stand m the 
Bank'ajbooks at £l6,?|,|/.19,/;g. a portion of which sum is 
earning iiii|erest. . M

DisTOiCT Reports
3S. Local representatives of the Bank haye agam been 
d'^ submit a short r^sumd of farming conditions and

have I 
terms 4.

SGORFEEV

average lownoN .price per ton
rtnya’A’craIie

««'«««•
flAO

: \ #0-
flJO t YEAQ 1950

op^rmions m their various districts and their, reports 
embodied in Appendix No. 2. ...

are ■\zo

A-

General
■ -- 39. The successful operation of the Land Bank depends

to a very considerable extent on the quality of *e work 
undertaken by valuators and inspectors appomted by me 
Board to investigate and report upon a wide range of matters 

■ Aappertaining io the various activities m which the Board is 
In this resect the Board is fortunate m pos­

sessing an enthusiastic staff whose sympathetic and intelligent 
"handling of the many problems with which they have to deal 

is worthy of the highest commendation.
40. The Board continue to receive willing and valuable 

assistance from various officials and Government Depart­
ments and desire specially to mention the 'benefit l^y ^ve 
derived fepra the attendance of Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Daubney 
of the Agricultural Department at their meetings, when in- 

. viled to discuss the problems of various districts. Provincial 
and District Commisrioners have had exceptional calls made 
upon them regarding applications during the year and their 
services are fatefully acknowledged.

41 in conclusion, a word of appreciation is due to the 
staff who have loyally responded to the caUs mde upon them 
to meet rushes of work which have occurreS^ing the year, 
entailing frequent working after official business hours with­
out extra remuneration. ' '

:i 10

{lOO -

L9Qconcerned.

Uo

1
{ 60 -

f SO -

Ca-O
£40

£30
" £30

£20G. WALSH, 
Treasurer,

Chairman of'the'Board.

£20

£10
£iQNairobi,

January 22nd, 1937.

L tot** OC T D.CC
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flourishes best and the area IqbfrplSnWlAusUbS^^y ~
determined by the amount of cheap labour litely to be avail­
able. Although it is occasionally slightly damaged by frost 
on the Kinangop no serious disease or pest has as yet given 
trouble.

APPENDIX No. 2
Reports by local representatives of the Land Bank in the 

following districts: —
I Gilgil and Naivasha.

Kiambu and Machakos.
3. Kisumu and Londiani.
4. Nakuru.
5. North Nyeri.
6. Rumuruli and Thomson’s Falls
7. SoUk.
8. Thika.
9J.'Tran5 Nzoia.

10. Uasin Gishu

i

IrS.-SEsMiltSS;
to the amount of care given the trees especially during the ' 
first live years than to any thing, else.

Fodder Crops.-Oats fof cuttitig green is the commonest, 
though the kales and cabbages are popular over..8,000 ft.,' 
with Napier grass at lower alUtudes; most farms have a'smaU _ 
patch of lucerneTind there is considerahle experimenting jnth 
a wide variety of fodder plants hnd-grasses. . :

: Catrie.---The' inlpfoveiheht both in ,toe>tiality>of^d^^^^
heids and'in the method of;managemenl^!ibeBn.Sontinued:r

>.. .ubled during the-yean,,
The stenlity troiible hiimen: S«£h less seyerdibn:thejt'^f 

farms origihaliy alfected, huf 'unfOrtAiately .the trouhle .has: 
spread to other parts of the district and it now seems probable .. 
that it will spread throughout the district. ' - - ,' ^

As the usual drought did not occur at the beginning of 
the year, roajiy farmers are already forgetting to urgent- 
necessity of having on hand :nn abundant reserye'bf bulky
fodder. The general improvement- in the quality, of dairy^
COWS makes this provision more important. .

Sheep have had a good year, though the continuance of 
the long rains at one time threatened danger; the number 
■kept at the higher altitudes is increasing considerably

Pigs have on the whole decreased in..pumberS. Owing W 
to higher cost,of grains several farmers now consider it 

ofitable to feed their skim milk to calves and poultry,

1
I. GILGIL AND NAIVASHA 

By Rodert Hall. d.a.
Climate -On the whole climatic conditions have been 

much more favourable, the southern part of the district 
especially getting very good raim and the lower farms have 
benefited considerably there being abundant grazing throu^- 
out the year, and to a considerable extent the grass has re- » 
gcneraicd itself on the patches bared by drought and locusts.

On the Rtnangop conditions changed from a State’of 
drought to one of extreme wetness and on one farm at 

Ityi draini had to be hurriedly dug to save the crop being 
waterlogged.

--.'ZZe

'r.acute

14The northern part of the district where higher .than 
7^00 ft. has agaiybce'n rather short of rain, but what there 
has been was wclTdistributcd overthe ywr and from the live 
stock point of view it was a big help that the drought nor­
mally cxpcciwl in January-Marchfwas a very mild one.

There is some evidence that the qu^ity of the grazing 
has been poorer than is usual. ll:i»a.ifiu«tion of interest as 
to whether this is due to the absence of a grading drought

Crops.—On the farms in which the Bank _is interested 
there was little change in the to^ area under^^tivation or 
m the range of crops grown; some bnd previousty cultivated 
was allowed to revert to grass and some new land brokw up: 
the area under pyrclhrum showed the largest increase.

(F/ifdt—Most growers had sown B.230 and as it broke 
down to K.4 stem rust all through the district the crop was more pr
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16 3. KISUMU AND LONDIANI 
Hon. Conwav Habvev. m.l.c.That an increased revenue from farms has been “vhie^.^

burden of the high interest charges, the weight of which they 
liirti not properly anticipated.

fro^inn —1 regret to have to report that little progress 
has been made m the conamction of °
prevent soil erosion, tliough-there ,s certainly a '
consciousness of the danger, with a little more '
more may be done; doubt as to their capacity to set out tlie 
levels has deterred a few people from making a start.

the lower areas, which, as I pointed out 
senous losses, has been much 

to again form

the year, but the substantial imptoyemenl m market pne^ _ 
has encouraged .farmers to prepare land-.jn readme^ for, r. 
extended planting during ’Uic coming season.

Mixed Turminy.-Several farmers have made a start, m' 
the dtreetion of more d.vers.fied farming, by the nequ|s.hon 
of small herds of native catde, which thrive m this dismct, 
and considerable use. is being made of boma manure the 
manufacture of'eompost, wfijch is now regarded by .many 
planters as an essential coffee production.

Co#ee.-There is an increasing tendency on the gkirt_^.. 
cofiec planters to abandon s™" ^
planted in unsuitnble soil, and to improve cultmah melho^

• L the areas retained. The majority of planrera .Kvou^hc 
s-anultiple stem system which was recommended by the Chief 

Coffee Officer, while shade trees, chieffy suitable mdigraom . 
varieties, are being- planted fairly extensively.- with benefina!,: 
results. ^ ' .. - , ■

i ■'*

'7 .

\

The postiion in
last year arc the most subicct to 
unproved by the goo^ins enabling the gra^ 
a protecting cover - _

i-'-

2, KIAMBU AND MACHAKOS Soil Erosion__ All' landowners are fully alive to the
upormnec of prevendng ^

head drains, ter-

Bv P J H COLOHAM
rainfall, particularly during the wlad SIX months of the year, Ihe past “

,m movement oh the previous one and it is evld^ 
saicrable progress is bemg made in the general standard of 
coffee cultivation in all its branches.

u IS still difficult in dry years to make some planters 
realize the necessity of reaUy efficient antwroston measures, 
but each year secs more plantations proiect^ by 

V ridges and wash pits, which seem to ,m^o ^ far the bed 
mcdiod of wash control in this dislricL The distnct ^ 
due for a year of really heavy rainfall “"‘‘‘i”
only those plantations where cpnlour ndges and oto 
meffiods have had time to consolidate that coniglelc control 
of erosion can be obtained.

of coffee produced in ihc near Xulurc,.
- r.

\ contour ^
Coffee Berry Disease continues to cause considerable .

pest rnay reasonably be expected to produce bcnehcial rcsulu . 
in due coyrse. SevemL plantcrs have already made a start 
with replacement of existing suscepublq trees by .resistant 
yaricUcs.

whole the prospects of ^ood efops ^ring 
the coming year are favouriiBlc provffied Uiat »>'

——
Xve that of the preceding year, there is every reason to 

expect a steady improvement in coffee planting prospects as 
compared with the woist years of the slump.

Taken as a
IPAfof.—There has been a slight reduction In the area 

undefwheat. which has: for many -
successfully bn ajew. Lumbwa “nd seye?^ 
arm5. the; redueed area being due to a change ot owfiershlRton
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■5”is:/ 1?- .
Ttere is much m«e to l,e done/Wpvcf.

and it is then that all the available farm tackle is fully- . - 
employed.

-r.—-
experimental areas.

Native Labour.

:
of one or t

■'fi
j-'ti

i--
v) ■■■.". / t- . .

Maize js still the main crop throughout the.disi^ctexcept ‘'^_ 
in high altitudes. wher^BWt takes its’plaw'% rnixed'•\- 
farming is almost univefSTand cattle now play -a |afge p^rt 
in the scheme of things. Conaaenible - prog^ss has hegn 
made in mixed farming, and already good resul^ are appar­
ent In the next few years one can anticipate further profit- . 
able development in this direction. Particularly in Rongai 
area, there arc now many herds of grade cows producing 

-considerable quantities of dairy produce. Grade sheep are 
.also thriving there.

In high areas like Molo qnd Mau Summit, ^here the.rp 
e some very good crops of wheat, “Take AH” is giving 
oublc when there is not a system of regular rotation, but 
•- would appear to be controllable by not growing wheat

.i than twice consecutively on the same lands. Rust has 
’ ’cen so troublesome this year owing_W;mQre .^stant 

■ -lies having been grown. _ -'i,—
.Pyrethrum Is doing very well at thcM^iitudes and should 

be a very remunerative crop where labour is plentiful.
Oats arc scarce at present and have been a prolitable 

crop where grown this season.
ColTce plantations are _

tion. having recovered from, the drought years, and -arc 
carrying fair crops. The crop is earlier too. and coming on . 
to the market at a more, favourable time of year lhan usual.
It is nbW: generally recognized tiiai, if quality coffee is to be 
produced, more attention than previously must be given to 
the upkeep of the fertUily of the soil, and to proper pruning 
and regulated shade.

Sisal'estates feave been very active during the year and , 
arc making dp leeway in their planting and replanting 
programmes. The price of fibre remains steady.

,our --riiisISis been less plentiful dimng the 
ths and the tendency is for wages to mcrcasc.last twelve mon

chiefly due to the following.factors:— w »•,„ p,.
Increased agricultural development m Native Re- U increased^

serves
ib) Employment on mhies.
Ic) Increased employment on, 

programme in mining
a comprehensive road

areas.

4. NAKURU
By James Mackay

of soil, rainfall and farming practice.

good.

Elburgon. 
varied types

.disadvantageous, because it provided a very good, covet for 
die soil, and consetitlenily erosion durmg the heavy rains 

much less thanaisual.
Measures for the preservation of sod are gradually 

becoming more a matter of roudne farm rnanapmmt than 
toriheriy, and considerable progress in this direcUon has been 
.te'de by toe. district generally.

generally in much better condh

i

was
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Ttic conservation andvappHcaUpn;:pf farmyard manure, 

and making of compost is receiving attention. and phosphatic 
regularly applied to wheat laiids with good

20

cattle have thriven ..
been any serious cd’diS

supply up and the slock in good condition.

manures are 
resultsnot

^ I > During the year a number of land transactions have taken. . ■ _
place and the prices in soSie cases h“e..becn,-very satisfaqto^' ' 
to the sellers. A pleasing fcalure is that considciable acre- - 
ages which had been allowed to lapse have been again taken 
up. either by purchase or lease, and the lands are again . 
beneficially occupied. -

Sheep are reported to put on very henyy weights on 
wheafstubble, and wool clips have been very satisfactory.

Murkeiins -The Kenya Farmers Association pool prices

k“;:srw5£d'orat%':i/42pt"r£an2i£.|^^^^^^
rasnlt,'ant *e''faerthar& ;“l« has
S“"ii;t?y“'^t%ra™“ mr™o;ring is
a profitable undertaking.

Ordinance continues to work satis- 
havc received a fair price for wheat

5. NORTH NT'ERI '
;^^'.Paice

The majority of farmers in this dislrict depend, to a 
of livelihood, and. arelarge e.itent on dairying as a means - ■ , . „

suppliers of cream to the Nanyuki Branch of the. Kenya. 
Co-operative Creamery. Ltd. This company ts now building 

and up-to-date factory at railhead (at present the factor 
-miles from this point) which building should. 

be completed about March.

The Sale of Wheat 
faclotily. and growers '. 
produced.

a new 
is some seven

The pnee of pvrelhrura dropped during the year, and 
growers seemed rather afraid of comptilion .‘™"V 
counines. particularly Japan, but values have again hardenetf. 
and there is a good margin al present pnees

quality coffee still fetches high prices and there 
firm local market .and good demand for

has been well

throw some light ; on; the- The Bgures as under may
nrogress of the Creamery in this distnet;—

- gSi'l" «. .
market remains at a good lcvei;-r--y..- .o;,;' '.v>'d : o-;;

There arb tFhumbet of'really wod talk^ dMet -■ r ;
(Shonhotn. Ayrshire. Fricflan, Jetseyi Red j
the'dairy :herds have improved considerably hi .ustality m
the lastTew years. , ; -

■ i;: «■

. t
r . •Good

has recently been a
quality, parucularly the lower grades.

The demand for cattle during the year . . . „
sustained and prices have had a sharp nse. Pure bred bulls 
are more and Lre in request, and there 
breeders in the district catering for this trade. The class of 
this stock being olleied is in some cases very high.
' The need for a properly organized scheme of marketing 
pile is apparent, and it is hoped that satisfactory cold storage 
fallities, enabling feeders to cater for the overseas market.

cream-—

average

will be available next year. - farms heingi considc^le. ‘tare us _ ^ . .
■ steers, but unfortunately:,ihe:-. . 

local (and only) market, is-

arrangcraclit would also ; “..the. area of mosf .
ampiir-iddm for the raising of

“orice tealiied by them oit the . .
^ ^r. though it is hoped that with the sorting o Messrs.

Uebig’s factory at A(hi River (which slmuld reheve *e 
lot of, native slaughter stock) the pnee .will

The increased cold storage _ .
i of marketing overseas beef, lamb, chickens. 
The present facilities are inadequate.

provide a means 
eggs. etc., etc.

The moneys advanced by the Und Bank to mortgagors 
in this district have, with one or two exceptions, been well 
spent, and despite very low prices for primary products not 
only have the properties been maintained but improved, anti 

much sounder basis of fanning

market-of a 
maiciially improve bn the Nairobi ntarkel.

are now on a
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.-.The oreoaon of .a meat, extract factory-by Liebigs Co, - 

■ abaferis mgWed witlC gr^t interest -though it is 
■ felt that somethlAg; morb comprehensive, subh as a freeiing 

4 hiia chiliing'wSrK'Wffl .he required' to establish: th^ wji-
* .fldencenecassatyforanyexpansion,,iiithe-supplyj)f:-fltst,-

aass beef. ■ At-present- local markets: are easily glutted and _ '
there is ho indudeHiehf to..produce a' high quality'beef in -

‘ImBequanaaes; • k-v-'-k ..............
This Colony was visiletfiiy men in the trade, and who 

experts, who recenUy stated that Kenya was the best part 
of Africa they had seen for catUe raising. This should be a-fB£rrgiS«“5:*SM:,£ "xs.
in London in March, at which supplies from the Domiraons 

< and Colonies .wdl be discussed, and it would be a -serious 
mistake on out part not to let Kenya’s potenhalmes be- 
known.

- 22 V.-'

The number of sheep farmers in this district is com-,-,- 
paratively small but these few arp doing really wa and have: 
good flocks of high grade Merinos. Good price#fbr woor, 
have been jjbtamed-ahd should_theserqitices be'maintained ■ . X 
theprospects-:fp^e^s^pjape0^r#tipW^^ ^

There is a fairiy^large'ar^-iindCT wheat at Narb 'Moru

- Birds, gamcifust. top much rain or too little, and Mexiian 
Afm-fgo/d. all have-io-be lakbn into-consideratioh. On the , ' 
whole, though a ve^i hard working lot. one fears that the --

_ wheat farmers in this district life nbfvnry liicly.
certain amount omeat and maize grown on - 

the mirth, below the Ngare Ntjare Escarpment, i 
Here irrigadon is possible and the soil being extraordinariiy 
fertile the return per acre is very good. Owing to- the ' 
availability, of irrigation maize crops in thkarea never'fail 
and with the rising price maize growers should do moderately 
we”' . -

are

There is a 
the fanns toei;. irJ -

The CoKiperative Creamery at Thomson's Falls slid 
retains its name

' aces the farmer 
-so-' Jib-:; better 

. - 'here is

,. T-hrorion-e-On -the crildvated Ibnd in thTs area .there*.iii- 
practically no erosion as the crops arc grown for the most 
prt on undulating or nearly level.grgund. What one might 
call the “natural etosion’'-(ie. the'bigwash-QutS-of Very many 
-years standing) persists .aV--the great-cost which would ^e -,

.... - • myolvedin coping.w«h tljis makSritqnite outside the bounds
- of possibility for the-fa'fmer.-

6. RUMURUTI AND THOMSON’S FALLS 
By A. Arms-teong ' ■

Speaking generally, there is, a considerable improvement 
in conditions here; not die least cause being the better dis­
tribution of rainfall. A few unfortunates who report a 
shprmgc of rain have made the least progress as they find 
there arc few substitutes for green grass when dairying.

,S..»
, to' produce more, ^th the hope. alw -; 
to come. Although prices are‘firmer ) 
room for further improvement in thiSacs;

On the'whole-there is-an optimisi-Tf; idjin
the dlsMii,t..:with die suspicion that the improvcin” ,lue 
raorb to extraneous circumstances-than to legitunatc-trade, 
but we can accept an improvement even on those tcrms-and 
still, go on hoping.

We have had some Iq^d setUement. with-mSre enquiries. 
Some farms have changed hands and there is a definite move- . 
ment towards the land again, a state of afiairs we have not 
haB'for many years.

-easPrices were better aU round, especially in beef, which . 
was caused by the Ita.Uan ^mandrtp supply their tioops in 
Abyssinia. The same cause -contributed , to the rise in ,the 
price of ghee which wa's qtgreatiheneflt to Those in'the back- 
blocks, who do extensive dallying.

Wool also responded; •tdwafd's the end of uie yean and- 
some unlooked for prices were ^eceiyed. on the London 
November sales. ' ’ , ’ ' .

7. SOTIK
BV Colonel J. K. MATiiEsph 

' : During Aiigust this year we had a visit from representa- 
__ five's of 1116. Plant Industry and Veterinary Sections of the 

.Department. pL:AgricuIturc. Meelingsjwcre held at repre­
sentative'fanns when discussions took place wiih n view to 
formulating a more suitable agriculluriii policy for;tho district 
as a whole. ■ '

' '-y ’, , ,-;,7, rf’fflSSiWWSS’i
)

4^



V'

y rUt

^,1 25.24

contributed to-the perfection .q^tbis" method of_.co;^ph • - ..

Si;£sSSpS2|g»»,
verywdlj)rdvided;greaf:rSrel^xbrp.Kaj^stoU^^ ^
the Dlafiiidc sites flint.^%gb standard .of culture.is .. 
mainuinea -y^der ihe process Sf -
under coffee will be curSiled, 
that coffee will continue to hold an un|l^it 
produdeirom this, district. I”
"eputation for liqudr and-fljmUty and tetS noTO5pn;wh3r.^^^ 
it should not do so agateg'' - _ ' - ' '•-

CrenaMla.-r^t the; new crops which htiye ^n^taed ^
the most marked orogress has been made with;, grenadill^^^^^ .
An enterprising fi^er-has P«P“d;a^ ,mce wh^ . g;«
well received and is meeung.Wilh a ready sale both locally - 
and in the United
of years , are being made Jind it is, protable that .this . tyill ; . 
become an importaht branch of itanning; here ;\yhetB jthe soif 
arid climatic conditions .appear tp:=b^rticli!arly ;favpurable^ ^ 
to the plant. ' -

■ Geranium;.--Experim.ents.whibh:havp,been.madejn.;the

''fS?S|5iSSSSS«Sfe

Based upon the Evidence given by tlie farmers and the 
opinions expressed by the agricultural .repre^ntativcs, the 
following conclusions were come to:— ‘

(a) That by reason of the well'’distributed rainfall and-" 
-the excellent natural pastures, .^tock ’ production 
and dairying "should be’ regarded as-the. basic. m-^ 
dustry in a scheme of-raixed.fanping- - -

ib) That other crops which might^e successfully ^own' - 
were-grenadillas, gerfimums*and ramie.

(c) That the district, as a whole, was not suit^ to the 
pjQduction of Arabica coffee as a single crop and 
that-suit^e* echoes'should be grown only fin - 
selected areas and preferably accompanied by stock 
or other "crops.

The irnmediate effect of the new policy was that a great 
stimulus was given to farming'operations-generally, and the 

. gloom-'which, on account of the serious fall in coffee prices, 
had been accumulating during the past few years, was re-^. 
placed by a more optimistic outlobk. The present is, th 
fore, a period of ^transition and theJoUowing is a short review, 
of the process that has been made. ' ■

Live Stock and Dairying,progressive'step has beai 
made by the importation of grade pure-bred stock-by: .

fanner and the .e^erimeht is being closely followed by 
others interested’m'fliU direct method of building up a dairy' 
herd'in Uiis^ast Coast Fever area. In another part-of the 

. district a group of farmers have formed'a cattle'syndicate 
with the intention of acquiring.a large herd of native stock*- 

. which they intend to. dip and thereafter grade up. -
It has been found quite practicable to send cream by' 

road and rail to the cr^mery at Molo.y^ This has removed the 
•principal'obstacle which, in the'past,-has . deterred farmers 

• from raising^dairy -herds here, the transport service will 
improve whra, in due couse, the new .bitumen surfaced road 
between Lumbwa and.-Kericho is completed.

' Coffee.^Apait horn IwrTy disea’^e.'ahd" planting on un* 
suirable areas^the most important causes of^poor.ij^i^iiy and' 
jow^yic^ds.of:coffe;ei■durihg^thetast-few -years'havejbwn^the 

' pests antestia: and caprid, • Complete;, control: of !tfese; pests' 
is' how' made economically- possible*by; the, .discoyefy. by. a 

... local planter, Mr. :W: ^r Dawson of Kimdro Esfhtev of the 
• pyreUirum" dusting method. Tl^ important' discoyeiy/is^

’ responsible for annual'sayings of’inany thousands of pounds

.. : -v'.' 'V . ' ’ ■

who
^ ■

>■

p

ere-

.Vi •

one

year!

xvUh regard, toliiitable decorlicaling machinety-and,^rke - ;
ing.possibUiiies, and planters arc inclined to await the out- , 
come of these enquiries.^ore proccediiig to any great - 

" tr extenitmtfi. this crop. • ' , , .
. A notable .aspect, of Uic-change ,over %nm one to o

. which are evident in mpstiparts of the district. ': Active mter,; . 
- est.ismow. bilhg taken in tneasures :for: the preven(ion,ot soil. ' 

erosion ‘and the increased use o^ compost and.,orgamo..

vV
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-: rhbtkfible; uilTatching-insidc the s^uate is oatretp'dy bene-. firrs-srs”-” ■■“"•.*">-.■“'“»•• '-_
■^s^ tbhich evenlbally Wr-be a big;«uitV.:6rsu^ - 
thatching material, _ " '. r '

The fact of the rainy seasons being-so'poor is most" - 
regijtttable-andupt^thedateof.^g.gooaTiyp'TjWspe^- ; 
are very doubiful. Plantere^wiitrealize more thSH-ever-the . ^ 
impoHahec of moisture caaseivatioh and ,thbsb_ who Save .. - 
afrMdy undertaken this work will benefit. - ,

S-TRAns nzoia 
By F. L. Megson

Afa/re.—Reduced-areas were planted with maize during 
1936, partly because of depressed prices and the uncertain 
Outlook for this crop at Ibe beginning of the year, and partly 
because of the rains, which came early; followed by-several 
weeks of line weather ill some areas. Which delayed planting ' 
pntil it was too late to get as much maize in as had been 
iht lided. These conditions also account for a considerable, 

use in the areas put under wheat.
, ,,• usual the earlier planted maize, speaking generally,

, ne heavier crops. It is top earjy yet to toman accurate 
■id, , to average yields, but I tSSnfcall^Rll Best^ ' 
stant‘,.fd for this district on mosHarms^^^

Wheat.—On the whole the'wCather has,Beeh suitable,", 
and there arc some good cropSr' As in thC-'case.pf maize, 
it is too early yet to form an estimate of yields, Ss the bulk ' 
of the crop has not been thresh^. .

Rust made its appearance, rather more in the Endebess 
area than elsewhere, and this has undoubtedly (aUsetl„fiOg- 
siderable lossd
,, Except in certain cases jvhere the farms are'properly'' ■" 

"equipped; fbrr wheat growing,! it Is probable that during 1937 
„ at any rate, the land to be planted-with-wheat will be limited ' 

to that which for reasons of time, weather, etc., cannot be 
put under inaize.

Cojecvr-Only a few farrners in the Trans Nzoia run 
estates which aresplcly dependent upon colTee, and this prop

1
-ipariures. In past yeare’tlle'preVentiQn of soilierosion was a 

, .,oTrodmonsetyahonprapUS(^.on:.many.^i^ TherB:W ,, ...

i ' to have.fruitful ihfiuence-here, hut .'much lost ground has-to 
be jnide.Up atid 'mucH-has been irreparably lost.

. ■ After a series of bad years, finance-will play an important 
. part m the scheme of reconstruction and progress will depend

upon the abili^ of the individual to make the desired changes - . .-
. without-incurring an ovethutdpn of debt. But a definite.step ^

-forward has been made, in that die district now has a policy.,*- 
which can be followed with reasonable hopes of success, and 
"ihere is no doubt that the prospects are more hopeful.^than 
'they have been- for a number of yearsj--

iv

1 V-
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8. Thika
By Capt. E. L. Lindsay

Tlie impressions 1 have gained in (he course of my 
inspections of coffee -estates in the district of Ruiru, Thika, 
Donyo Sabuk and Makuyu during 1936 ^; —

1. Practically every planter now realizes the extreme 
gravity of soil erosion and is making every effort to prevent 
any further deterioration of his soil. ItTs by no means an 

- inexpensive undertak^g and many estates still find that fhey 
. 'T' are unable to do all tSat is required, owing to lack of financial 

means. ^

\

2. A much greater keenness is being shown in improving 
methods of estate management and general farm operations, 
but unfortunately Ihe -business side of farming is considered 
by many as almost unnecessary. Many estates 'do noP^keep 

^proper accounts and therefore have no means of budgeting 
for .the new season or nf knowing what tKeir«future prospects 
may be.^ It is -rare to find*^n estate that keeps detailed costs 
of the various farm operations. .

Anti-erosion work.—Square ridging is beem^g more ' 
and more^popular as the most suitable means of IHe preven- ** 
tibn of soil wash* and maijy estates have abandoned-various 
types of. trenching^ as" feeing unsuitable. Contour "fxd^'ng* 
unlfess combined with' square ridging has also been found 
for many reasons to be unsatisfactory.
. I still consider that; square ridging if tJarried out in the 

correct way can retain all flood water from the heaviest down- 
.ppiif of rain,' without breaking away. Every tree benefits

\ -■T
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Sgger farms and on aoma ot ‘^a. wallerrsr^'jrss^^’sss.sass-;:: „,
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are mo other appUcaBons pentUng. , -

^^^Si’H^inlin&reidcially^fdomai^^- • : ^ ; / -
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Idencel/- In anUa&Uon-ot:r^Ona^bIa.^£es,preTOp.^^^ . .^
another jear.Jt S safeilbVBredicUthat the ar^ under malre.
«ai increase substantially during. 1937.-? •/ .

It ii'vetr noUce^ Wqiiicltly a small incrcase in lire 
price of maize- and ■ coOec.^spccmUy ■ the; former, have their 
eltect on trade apd in increased prosperity in;a distnct such :•;- • 
as this, where the farmers’ powers of .tecovcry^.aro-«r^- 

-rcmarkable.- These powers of recovery are most noticeable 
. ■ •; ?.i.4nae case.,Qt.those farriierswitlf wtom matze ,s thepnn^pal

■ -crbpr.Fof treasons of'sod, rainfalt and altitude tte Trans
Nzoia is espe-cially suited to maize cultivation, aud it seems
c&r dhat maize: will, remain tlie basic crop of .the distnct. 
until somo.better,.substitute;foc it has been found and proved.

.Withi raaize as-the'basic crop, and condiUons which ’ 
enable the cultivation bf-. coffee, wheat, pyreairuiti, etc.-, to

to be spreading. Several planters on the ■Westem ;M.ount 
Elgon slopes are stumping out quite considerable acreages of 
coffee affected by this disease, which they Intend to replant 
with a-Series A”'coffee which is being bred as immune to 
Elgon Die-badc. ' This. disease is an undoubted menace to 
the industry.. In the less,.„mountainotis and lower'parts of 
the district “Coffee, berry dlSedse” takes its annual toll of _ 

blit its incidence has been less marked m 1936. It

7

..■St

a;.- ...

■

•crops. , V.
does, however, constitute a very serious problem.

On the whole the ;193'6 coffee crops in this district 
to be. light and.below average, .

Cattle and Dairying.—Activity in'this, direction is -in­
creasing noikeably. rather more on the lines of b'uildmg up ■ 
and increasing already, existing smaU native ..herds. aS'an 

.adjunct to maize andothenaeavitieSi than iri the-directionOi . 
“turning over to cattie" with a view' fb reslrictmg-maize or 

.other cereal cultivati'bn. It is probab^that a ateady^grow* — '
of the cattle industry, in this niatfer. e5peciaUy if_it .leads... 
gradually to gSde-cattle and dipping, is a better mejhod 

- than any violenfmnd revoluUonary "swing over” from one 
industry to another, .particularly by farmms trained to the 

■ special, .requirements Wfi maize,. ._coffee,«nd wheat. Many
of whom have little g:_^nd:.toowledge of the cattle busmess. 
-■--,..TyrerA™m.-.-v!mmig:;miiiior; aM^ f-- -

is proving a very useful-crpp.to-those'engaged in its.cultiva- 
tion. It .does.not do;weli:at thelqwer^d^^

Sri/rBoj/oh^iActite steps^to preyenferelferosi™
■been, and arc bein'g taken; by many farmers-in-the-flrans 
Nzoia.: such: as I d^ribed-in^myTepgrtrfCISJS. -1 think 
it is safe'tb say.'that-the majority, of :farmerS;ate.;-conyinced, 

.^hat-Wbadbaseiterracttiristhe.idea^eMVtf^ -
, ' but owing-to shbriage-bfifunds, msufficient ;qxeu.anil.imp!e-

1 , Jmenfsi andTaCkbf Lhnical knowledgi'whichiwotiia;;™^^
: them to nuirk puj :the levels ai)d :carry:butythe:.tertaeipg 

’ ' ■'efBciehtly, not'much progress in'this direction has. beehhnade.
. illt shbiiid also, be remembered that ip most cases ;the sharnba

appears

1?
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O"* . . IC^ijASW OISHU
,-.. ' ; i'Bv^i^OR J. B, F. Adams

fh'ere has been a definite and vdry marked 
,%-^proyemem in ihe methods adopted in .growing this crojJ 

in the district.

IX

3130
On one estate where nothing but maize and coffee 

grown for fifteen years, the following are now carried: 
Maize, coffeeroats. barley, wheat, flax, napier grass, potatoes, 
wattle, gums, luceme.Npigs, poultry, dairy cattle; resulting 
in'the' sidelines.paying the running costs'of the farm and 
leaving the proceeds of the main crops, viz^ maize and coffee, 
lo meet ftaii interests, etc., leaving a balajice /or. capital 
expenditure or purchase of cattle, development, etc. Every 
ounce of farmyard manure is returned, to the land.

I am defimtely of opinion that these arejfie only lines 
on which .the averages farm in the district can-be mmde to pay. 
There must be no waste.

£ras/c/i.—Anti-erosion mtfihods are being practised but. - 
not to any gr^t'eXtent, but'as sp.Iargeji-perccntaBC of thc :^,. 
district is very: flatj damage from crosib’n is not generally : 
serious:*-• ^ ^ ;

' A'very simple and effective sysfcrii: has. bera carried 
out on a few farms, without any additi6hal"^ti by epntouj. 
ploughing, and in the case of maize followed by contour * : 
planting,'c'ul,tivation and;Stopking.

-All that is'T^uired is.that-t|i® opening /'^tngh furrow 
to each field is on the cohloSf instead of . ' ual "stiaii^t ■

" line ^across the'slope.' . '* ' '

was

V.:.

Interesting experiments carried out witli different quanta 
ties of .seed and fertili^r per acre have resulted in great 
-savings-of seed, arid very largely-increased yields, arid in 
wheat of better quality.

'*i3he nise of the combined seed and fertilizer drill is 
becoming more and more popular.

-DrCen Jly accounted for heavy losses of crop in the- 
Sergoit-area... Very little rus/ has been noticed and the wheat 
harvest is ccrlainiy well above the average.

be . Excellent crops iri both quality arid quantity are 
being, grown al the-higher^tlludes and are demanding such 
good prices bs to make this crop a better paying proposition 
ian Wheat on some farms.

Pyrethrum.—This crop is being tried on nearly every 
farm round about 8,000 feet ai-J is- Well established in the 
tCpkabus'and Airiabkbi ar^s. Aii annual increase in tie 

^ acreage planted is warrahtrd and can be expected.
Maize.—Crops tiiroughout the jxhole of the lower lying - 

parts of the district are as good as they have even been4his 
season, with exce'edin^yheavy yields, mainly due to.manur- 
ing and more careful .selection thereby reducing the per­
centage of “misses’’ or “blanks”.

Coffee.—Owing to poor ^ces' and mixed /arming thist_ . 
crop is nbtsb popular as it was and there are very few estates 
depending on coffee only.

It is expected however that wth the introduction of 
cattle, atid. mixed farming coflfee^can be ad^tagebusly grown 
ift the district together with bfli^_mixed;ctops^ is not 

■ tecoriiiiiended as a oheorpp.'prqporition, asviix;tfie past'
Mixed Fdrdiing.—Although ohiy-a.fevV herds have been 

started on a big scale-during the yearralmbst everyt^amer;, 
ii going into the questipn-pr Jias alrfsady made a. shiall start’ - 
with daily cattle, pigs, poultry, etc.', ’ , . ' • . :

* :t'
t
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TABLE 3.—ANALYSIS OF APPLICATIONS DEALT WITH ;.^ 

DURINQtTHEYE^I036
APPENDIX No, 3

.:" 2;, ■•

TABLE 1.—APPLtCATIO]!lS RECEIVED
No.AmouBt Amount v

T^v-”
No.\

■SpnTTimil^
" LnNO '^BM Loans £

■j ir ; ‘-M sS '.^Vv'i-ir';•>?l ,2l5of-
aSoI1036 idp:'AmomttAmount •.mfceivod'

f£
1,980

3,160

£403,0859 ' 264^18,60013'.January

•'■^^Februory -821,66013
COKSIDEimD isr BOAIU..

JSU
200 313,036

8,600 - —2 ....80067,900 j 
26,060

£ 631'March in;oo5 . ;.

isi,.
■■ ■88

660320-April

May
28

576 -.-s-.-410,66613
81

2.136940,000« .t-,'.. 29June
206£321,036 £321,636206

626 ' ^320,07613-July .. ..

August . - 
-Septomher . .. 
‘October

i
L476
1.0^6

-.030,100 
30,900 

-27,-430 “

16

17

600213

1,700.•:82,305"10 ,,-OJovember - 
..JJocember’

i

6003.>'^24 88,360 '1,

£14,225£330,936 67212Totai-s .. -X-

"'v
SABI^P-APPIACATIONB^^^OUBTSAPPUBP

i*

- Fob Loans o»:
£1^00. ..
£501-£1.000 
£l,001-£l,600 .. 
£1.60i-£2,000 .. 
f2,001-£2,600 ..

' £2.601-£3.000 I.
£3.0Ol-£3.60O.--..

:;£3;601t£4;O0O ;V:.' ; r.;' 6
. :£4,001i£«,500 .:

£4.6Ql-£6,0(>0-

66
.. 63
.. 30
.. 16 
..^13

13'
.; 14

6

212

■• -.f-,
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& Table no. 6.—analysis of applications showing 

APPROXIMATE AliOCATION OF LOAN MONEYS AS PER 
information FURNISHED BY APPLICANTS

V ■ ■r*

t LJl. Nos. 
3/20-3/110^ m.

? . *,Total to _ 
■Sfst Doc.,.1050-.Year 1936<0

i
OI I" '[ WT*LN j-.«® -H

... 282,007

i '

,££
5 ' DlSCIUIiaB M-ESMIIKa :MOAT-.

S? . :; ? ■;
mSSSSS': of, EMiting I;
'ffi,.: /::

Tn». Planting..

o»:La»n amjCoar or

.^JnATtezStniia.at;^: 
' OP ay

04,472g sI I I I M I I I I I l|,I I I III l:“111111-1 I lolea " -:.i-oa I: Ufl 111 I I I I- I I I I- I Lo 11-11-Jz;g rfo9^^^ - -
Q ;B02I iIiEm 11111 m If-jii I,,1 II [IM W

62.116 
4,006 "• 
1,106

8,070 
1,080.’' .

CD
CD M ■<

20a I 130,64810,807t
...: 24,741SS __ 119.307

§ sss
« “ § s i. -• s 

1.280

,6.301
44.817131 I I M I Mil I III 31211 5

7,270

I 1-^11111 ifr'M'ii'i1- r w £031,200 '.. 117,005

T^M..
s L-„F

“ 11 i ri:i n 111111 MjI Si -5-Nd’a Amount’-.-.vNo, Amount>*
oQ £ £nI t il l IM11I IIn-i - ij“j |.:j 11 1

07Ph 06 . 14,300 
7 625 

160 •
y■L

■«< I 2I I I 1 ll I I U i I I i I M ! I 1 1 i IJ! I I M I is 1
■ I •ii.oia: '1' ■■<14,076 6808

I II ri'ii-m ■ ■ nrffiw2I M I- M r l-l M M I I.5
33

s : 4
13g 18*-3
67 £14.880;07 £U.85o,
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APPENDIX No. 4I ssss 
* '’22 2;_

§5S g.s ■ -Sg ■
2 PREGIS OFiREBORT BY THE BOARD OF THE LAND 

AND AGRICULtoRAL BANK OF KENYA ACTINQ 
" As - AGENTS FOR GOVERNMENT . IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
ADVANCES SCHEME FOR THE PERIOD Isi JAN- - • . • 
TJARY TO 31st DECEMBER, 1936.

..
1°. -Air;

mg 1'^' •A»
-s'*..-'I'S'S- is-ss : -SS 

2° 3 ■?2 » O ts
fao o

: .S ■ f :
DEHNITlbN OF CLASSES.

1. As hitherto; ;accouhts 'are-classiflea .under various 
headings, which, are defined-asunder: —

C ; B
id1■ i 4 : It I

■•T. .„
a3S-

ji
Class A.IV.—Doubtful cases, where results have been 

disappointing; which, however,-jh'ow .prospects -oS recovery 
in time, but where the farmer will certainly^go under if not 
Assisted, further.

^Ass ;A.ys-T-Cases governed by special considerations 
where the cqnunitraent to the . Board is large and where 
recovery depends on production being mai>"->i’ .

■■ ...CLAss A.Ta.--d5i5esforinerlyJpclui . d’- vhc nad.. - V'
made arrangements with"mercWuhoui. * ji. the 
sudden ce^tiori.of which at the end Of'19 - j- ' 
the resumption of advances, by the Board. : .

. Class B.I;-;Cases where,repayment vrill^'mi .
full during the eoming year wiftout^furthej advances. -

• - Class B!lI.-:-Ca5es where'arrangements have been or 
. will be made with merchant houses idvfinance future Oj*ra- 

tio^s. on terms satisfactory to the Board.
Ola^S B.IIL-trCases where'no further advances are 

required or recomrnended, but in whic?h fime should be given 
for repayment, with a reasonable hope of.eventual recovery. .

. * Glas^Sv.—Cases wheccj-esults have been diappoinN 
. ing. and- wherB'aio; further advances would be ju^5^. hut 

_ ? 'w1iere.ctimcr'sl%fd"heigtvcn to..the-farmer to makc other 
arrangements:It-be can,in-Tbe-bari-hopc that Che Board-may 

'yer more ;-ftan'if they took imindiate actiom _ ; ,
CiS^.r B;viiJMniteiy -bad :cases where tlie^^B^ .

. recommend realization^wheil a favourable opi^hunity oequrs.:.

:-.i 1 « >3
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,_ advances IN
2. m recpmmendaUonsVmade iy the-Bpard.ta their

Redort for 1935 werd approved by theiSeeretaiy of Stafe,as

: fO"'
.X'

■ /j.
This amount wits Collected from the follawing classes:—,

SOMMABY OP ADVANCES ANd'bEOOVEBIES, 
1st jandaby to .ajsT dEoejibeb^  ̂a.

\ V-2;

' ^bTrSon ^ >:
r A^aSoS^SrSrgonios :: .. .. ■S: Rtcov«MMAdvances,

•■St,
Gla^

Pn^ipal Intorost- Total5-
£14.060

£ sij Ir -
■4 -

£' £ ■ ■'••i
- 1,727 604A.n3v Of the amount autboiized^ the Secretary of State 

for advances (£10,6541, £8.456 was issued to participants 
during the year, leaving’an undra^ biriaow of £2,203.

4. Of -the £3.000 authorized for unforeseen emergencies,
■a* £322 was issued under tlie Board’s authority.

ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTS
5. At ist-January.-1^36. there were sixty-two names on 

the books of the Advances Board, classified as under: —
-Class A.1I

• ' A.IV...
A.V ..

„ A. VI . '

2.447
D50 680021

If..
608-r“S

. 717

1,608
3.6201

012
30B'n

WlB.in
480 761B.IV

46Fomi Property

13,0398.670 4,3038:466

7 8. The following table affords a comparison of the 
position as at January 1st and December 31si. 19364

2
11

Amoctijts Owisro6B.I ■i.>

6B.II ..
„ B.m.*

. r , B.iv^>-.
.. B.V ..

Intexoat Total;,"Principal.i . '.V.. 12
14 '■-'iw.

£• ££•2
-s -f-:■ 12.016. -04.670

■ sCo'ss
1-1-36 .202

• 31-12-30 .. 63
6. Of these, twenty-three-cases (Classes A.II, A.IV, A.V. 

and Av^T.) received assistance from the Board in 1936. From 
1st January to 31st December, 1936, advances m^de to these 
twenty-three participants amounted, to £8,456. (iVo/c.—^This 
figure Hoes not include amounts paid from the sum authorized 
for unforeseen emergencies.)

The reduction in the number of accounts is accounted ; 
for as under: —

: £ -; ■f".-
oH,m Did Dotjbi .. ;Sir A

Three AcoountA -Bepaid in Full 470PREPAYMENTS.
7. During the period under-review repayments by 

classes amounted lo:— '

SS’.'':

£12.864---i-

£ EXPENSES.
9. For the yeat.1936. adininiitratiomexpei^a^crc 

compared widi £92$ for the twelve months endmg Dumber.

.. 8.670

.. 4,363

Total .. £13,030
1935.

:■

'M:- : r-'x ■ ~'S^^
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COLLECTIONS.
10. During the year 1936 interest collections par­

ticipants -Amounted to £4,363. and £60 was ..earned on the 
Bank account with the Natipnai Bank of India. Recoveries 
in respect of’Bad Debts previously* written off amounted to

^£11 The gross'rcvcnue*iiierc/orc amounted to £4,435, and' 
after deducting Administration Expenses, £920, the net 
revenue of £3,515 was paid to the Treasury.

PRE^NT CASH POSITION.
11. Tlie balance at the National Bank of India on 

December 31st, 1936. was £3,848.
12. If the retention of the principal sura by the Agents 

and the reissue of suras received during 1937 is authorized, 
it is hoped that no call will be made on die Treasury. The 
position, however, is more indefinite than at this time last 
>car owing to the introduction of the new Class (A.VI.) 
involving the possiBlUty of greater Inroads upon the con­
tingencies' Item Of £3.000.

13. Since 1st ‘January, 1936, three participants'have * 
repaid advances and interest in full, amounting to: —

£ «. eu.
429 8 23 

.. .40 16 97

(c) To wnie'oi Bad Debts amounllng to;—
'•V

r♦s

. £6,168 - 9-95

/I

.
Totai. ..

17. The Board furthenpxecommended that a sum^ Of 
£3,000 be placed to their order against' unforeseen emergen--" ^;
cies.

recommendations. -

Prindplo
Intermt

.. £470 0 20Tot 4.x.

BAD DEBTS. ,
14. Since January Isi four debts have become bad ' 

through foreclosure by mortgagees. The amounts to be 
written off arc;— - . : -

X "
■■ °^-7 vr -

£«.16S* » 05 »

. ::
ToTit ..

C :■

AGENCY STATEMENT. .
15. An audited copy of the Central Agricultural Ad- 

vanccs Board account for the year is attached hereto. : , -

' r' RECOStMENDAliON.^
id. Th their preliminary report the Board recommendekl 

that authority be given as uhder:-^
(a) To make advances in 1937 io twelve cases in Oasses 

A.II, A,iV, A.V and A.VI to the extent of £7.401.
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