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It is interesting to note that the Bosard
have in several instahces declined to approve
(3 applicatiohs unless stipuletions regarding anti -
!}“‘*" erosion work to be cone were accepted by s, pl &cants.

During the year B8 mortpsge loans were

registered end issaed sueregating £.77,665, br‘i‘;ging’
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,‘ the total of long ter-m loans iBBled np to 5‘6'%1.260.

L - a0 ghort ters logis were 18 sued Abgre’éatlng‘

£ALBEE, h“ri-girg the tots: ~f short term Toans
-

RS . toa o ae mymeils of .ong term

i srd srort term loasns during the year umounteg:
£45,100 arid £¢,1eb reepectively.
The table un page &4 showa the periods for
- repeyment of soans lgsued during 1936. In 69
cases. aggregetlng £01,000, repsyrent is ’r).or_\t. daue

&
for 30 yeavs.
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Paynent of <A 4 by mortgugors:
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soything vther tha. clrounstances cutstlde the

rontrol ef the tafividual defaulter ™ Hosever,

@1t the rige ir the  rlce# nr'éom-'.udiiies {see |
b ohsan  Aand Bt
PR "7’_"’“‘( {j;:‘-a. N S r weratoay b exrected
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-er"bsion work to be done were accepted by unplicants.
During the year 88 mortgage loans were
V,,,_regist.ered and iasued a(_,grega’cing 77 6@5, bn ‘gu,g

the to%ul nf long tem 1oana issued up to f‘e'ﬂlfPGo

a2 short term loans were issued aggregating

. £6,656, brlnging the total of short term loans

Temgnd o [
i . . _ lssued, up 10 £13,+25.  Repayments of 'Long term
o - R I R and ‘short term 1oans during the year amoun%ed T.o

£45,100 and £2,165 respectively.
The table on page 34 shows the periods for -

A . ‘ lrepaymexx_t‘ of loang iessued during 1936. In 69
Tepn e T ”'case‘e‘; aggregating £91,000,. repayment. 18 not due
. ) . “

SR S 4‘for 30, years.
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Pavment of inetalmem.a b,y mortbagnrs

fw)'? ,jhas not fully come sp toen: vectatiy..s "ot oit
Lo Cswould b dif!‘icult to show that this ia dge to -

anythlng ot.hex- than circumstances outside the
contro‘ or the ‘ndivid.ml defaulter.’ Howewver,
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repayment of, loans 1seued during 1956. o

,.aggregating 591 000. I-epayment 15 not due

N cuses
for 30 yeé’ e VR e e RN A ‘
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/e fe with the rise in the jrice of commodities {see
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there is no hope of winding up the Agricultural

The reports by the district
representatives of :the Bank contaln a good
deal of Aﬁéef\;l.agz-yicul"t;.xi'sl information.

The report on the Agriculfurdl
Advances Schene discioses . imprévement .
8ix accounts we”re'iwrit.{en off ‘duz-iné’ 1936 as
bed debts; repayments 'amounted to £13,03" ".(,‘
-{capital, £8676, interest, 54,565){ advances
have had to be cortinued in 1937. The

Anglysie of Accounts on page.40 shows that -

Advances Scheme in 1937, or in 1938 for that
matter. . o }

48 in .the case of ‘the Land Benk, the ‘

asgets of the Agricultural Advances‘Board
%Lude farm prouerty taken over. xS S
T, .

? Put by- :‘“'

B pol ‘y was a conservative one based on reasor\nb low :

.| msurtigiont "tackle being available.

When in Kenya recently I met the Chairman
Cof: the_Laxﬁ aad Q‘ricultural Bank (s Walsh) and the
Sec te,rjr_ (L{r S. Thornton) and hadv»general discussions
: thﬁion the ﬁo icof the ]
fmance ganerally There Was’ no doub{; in my mmd
.‘ that the Banlc was domg excellent work and.. that its

H

It was sugges ted‘”

made in my répoft on Kenya,. which I hope to conclude in

the course of the next two waeks
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onntinuance -

- it shouid be poss:Lble to

r'e qptimistic at thEﬂtime of my recent v131t
They reallze that, the period of depression-has : .
taught them e‘lot.“‘They are all keen to try :
new-crops when there is the slightest hope of”
‘success. All sorts of crops were be;ng triad
out on an experiméital basis and there is »
definitely a greater “interest in mixed 7 rming,
the encouragament of animal husbendry and a-
d331re to do all -that is possible to check soil
erosion. . v
S0il erosion in Native Reserves is a

different matter. Up to the present it is

merely being played with but it is uﬁnecé3§ary‘
to expand on this on this file. o
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It r1s.vurl, uays as yeb; but so. far it 'iodkafaa”'j.f‘

the Zank wers gu:}:g pretty sell. Diat‘:“.{ninbtion"
ul & Very active finu 1s c.l.}‘vly ”being exercieea
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oLy i compared with fifteen meetings: in-193§-and on

Report of the Board of the Land and Agricultural
.Bank of Kenya to His Excellency the Governor
. ER S -

Yoot ended éecerr¢qr 157:°1938°
: T S ’

Your EXCELLENCY, B

The following Report by the Board for the year 1936
is submitted for Your Excellency’s information. The financial
statements required by section 47 of the Ordinance have been
prepared and arc submitted g fih duly audited.

THE BOARD
1. No alteration has been made in the personnel of the
Board. Mr. J. E. A. Wolryche Whitmore retired automati-
calfy from the Board on 3lst Decembet; 1936, and was re-
appointed by Your Excellency, vide Government Notice

" No. 10 datéd 30th December, 1936.

2 During the ycar the deaths occurred of Mr. H, -
Deuglas. Cooper and Mr. P. H: Johnson. Both these-gentle:
1 n B-Utacted as substitutes for membets on leave, and'the
““ar’ haverecorded in the miinutes resolutions,of condolerice
inv . reciation of services rendered.
~enty-two .meetings of the, Board were held during

sse occasiond the Board also sat-i

as Agricultural Advances Board. T s
4. The attendance of members of the Board at meetings

during the year were as under: — e

eir capac

Hon. G. Walsh, C.B.E. {Chaifman) .. . ..o 20
E. B. Gill, Esq. .. o .. . . o2t
W. C. Hunter, Esq. . . .. .. o222
Major C. M. Taylors .. o . .. ..o22
J. E. A. Wolrycho Whitmore, Esq. .. . - T e el

5. With the expansion of the, Bank's activities,due to

- the~increase of-loan maximd. and -the ‘assumption of an

additional Gévernment agency under the Farmers Assistance
_Ordinance, 1936, the calls upon the time of Board members
have increased. In addition to attendance at meetings, papers
on various-agriciltiral subjects, as  well as all spplications,
havebeen circulated for their‘individial study afd attention,
1o be discussed later at Board Meetings.




G.fﬁn&ss,nﬁitme, {é";ﬁngof"b. M. Taylor who om
4 various; océasiongt has vilited! aJ reported upon coffee
Agstates w‘it_l.xeut ‘ﬁ'ost to the Boabli® ™ |
Ly STATE... - N
W : g‘ém stall Hias:bgen increaskd by the employment
‘of7one” t3¥ipar ict, and now corsists of the Secrotary.
T Assistant Secretary, Accountant and_six clerks and. typists.
8. As a member of the Crown Lands Valuation Board

the Secretary has attended eleven mectings of that body

during the year. e "

9. Long leayg was grantedimeMss 4. B. Caldecott from
Ist March to 31st Augusi, },gz%ﬁ;ca to Wir. T. L. Hately
o

from st September, 1936, to” i February, 1937
INspEcnqr—is- -

10. The scheme of systematté: visitations to mortgaged
properties by the Bank’s inspectors-fmgheen continued: - The
following figures show the"extent of- this' work as compared
with the two previous years:— B

- No. - Costiper .,
}pspzct‘;ons . Tbm GpBt |'Ingpection’

T o cls | Shcti

1834 .. . L. 222 - 711 18 66 64 13
1036 .. - .. 264 . 746 1-76 58 5

1938 .. o . 233 664 4 00 67 .61

& -
11. ©n March 16th the Board approved the appointment,
as Land Bank inspector, of Mr. P. H..Cold¥am of Kiambu-to.
fill the vacancy created by the resignation of ‘M. Douglas

Cooper owing to illhealth. The subsequent decease of the-

latter is referred to in paragraph 2. R

Soi. Erosion .

12. During the year the subject of soil erosion has been.
regarded as one of paramount importance by the Board:
¥aluators and Inspectors have been instructed to pay special
attention to conditions existing on g1l properties visited by
them and to report fully on the sub?ex:' and i several
instances the Board have declined to-approye applications
unless stipulations regarding anti-erosion work 16 be done
were accepted by applicants.

13. The propaganda work of the. Agficultural. Depart-
ment and the Press has performed useful service in bringing
to the notice of European land owners the fact that'soil

7w

e

3

erosion is the greatest menace t0 agriculture which the Colony
has to combat. The problem is :low in process of being
narrowed down to one of practical politics—what to do, and
~where (o find the wherewithal-with which to do it.

14. The activities of the ’Ag‘riculmra\l Pepartment’ have
been supplemented- By private enterprise-and there are o
one or two. firmg, equipped with the necessary.plint, able to™~ -

undertake broad:base terracing contracts’ “for. those’“upable,"‘ -

~or varigus Teasons, to tackle the work with bome.made

. implements themselves. while an attempt has been made to.* <7

meet to somg degree the financing of such work in an émcnd:' v
ment to the Land Bank Ordinance referred to in pamgmphv
«35 of thisReport. ... .
el LT
. 15. Although the subject of soil erosion is mainly the’
concern of the Larid Bank i connectior Wwith its own-morts
. gagors, these constitute Ghly 2 ‘small factor in-th problem as:
it relates to the Colony..” Sufficient data and information from™
all parts have come before the Bonrd to-make clear the urgent
pegessity of the pursuance by Government, of .a clear and: .,

" vigorous policy -in regard- go-ull,_gspcg’:téf' of 111=7éhbj§<‘it. iR
instruction tnd ~€ontrol” in - Native- Reserves,.. restriction” of .
goats, control of dgfomsvmu'm)(u,nd afforestation, ete.

"-AGENCIES [ ;

16.-The Bank has continued to_act as agent -for. the '
Government in the administration” of the’ Agricuttural: Ad-. |
*inces.Scheme and-a: précis.of the. Anriual Report is ‘given’

" .n Appendix.No: 4-to this repar RS
. 17. On-September-241h, 19357 body:known: a3 the 4
Agricultural Indebtedness:Cammiitee was appointed by Your
Excellency, whose terms -of -reference Were¥To ‘explore the
possibilities of lightening the bypden of agricultufal indebted: -
ness”. As a result of that Committec’s recommendations,
«An Ordinance to provide for the constitution: of a‘Board 1o
be known.as the Farmers Conciliption Boarg, «to-invest, the
Board with certain- powers. for the assistance -and’ refief: of
farmers_and: for. purposes incidental thereio”, ‘was passed,
recéiving Royal “Assent on-Jiric 20ih, 19367

~ 18 The Land Bank Board had “aiready. ‘in" Jnuary,

expressed willingness-10-act ‘as.agents for ‘the. Government-in_
the ddministratioh of. the scheme laid down in the Orinance
and-the_appoifitment of the Land Bank 'in thi§ capacity, is
piovided for in'the Ordinarice. * S




119, “The; Farmers' Coti¢iliation Board ,aﬁpf?intéd by
Govérnmeiit Notice:No. 458 dated July 215t:°1936; and the
consideration ,of applications is now in progress.

L, - .t PIRANCIAL . o
.-20._As a result of representations dealt With in the last
Annual Report calling for further capitalito bg-made available
for the Land Bank, Your Excellency notified on March 2nd,
1936, that the Secretary of State had agreed to’ thie Kenya
.Governient taking powers to raiss a loan of £625,000 to
provide. inter alia, £500,000 for the Land Bank.

21. Immediate issuc of a loan of £375,000 was authorized,
the balance of ¥250700to be raised at some futire date,
From the loan of £375,000, an amount of £250,000 was ear-
marked as additional Eafd Bank Capital, of which .sum
£100,000 was to be Set aside to finance the operation of the
Farmers Conciliation Board appointed in termis of the Farmers
Assistance QOrdinance, 1936. )

22. Arrangements were made by which the Treasury was
able to furnish funds in anticipation of the loan, and the
consideration of applications, which had been restricted - tor

meet the ‘arlier position, was resumed by the ‘Board in

February.

23. In August, 1936, an issue of £375,000 Kenya Gov-
ernment 3 per cent Inscribed Stock 1956/61 was successfully
ncgotiated, the price of issue being £100 per cent. These

terms are highly favourable to the Board.

24. Under the provisions of -the Land and Agricultural
Bank {(Amendment) Ordinance, 1936, a reduction in interest
rates chargeable to clients of the Land Bank can be applied,
pot only to new loans, but also to the balance outstanding
on existing loans due ‘and payable after the :cdu%tion ing
interest rates has been approved.: . d

25. Capital fiinds for Land Bank purposes ars obtained
through Government, the Board being responsible for the
actual interest and management charges paid by Government
on the respective loans. Détails -are-as follows: —

Management

Charges
1030 Loan, £340,000 .. .. ae. oo | 4T,
1083 Loan, £260,000 .. .. . .. -3-3{,’33:
1036 Loan, £150,000 .. .. .. .. | $07per.cont

é i )& _ will ‘be reduced. from 4.18: percefit f03.92 per cent whefi thic

PRI 5 . .
s S T ,
.56, By obitaining the additionat-capital of £1SQ.9Q&\:§13

the. favourable tate; of I‘:I_.O‘l ‘per cen® the VernllTpercentage

, " 'paymerit due-from’ the Lynd Bank in respect of foan charges’ g
“full ‘anjount has been drawii by ythe Land-Bank from the
Trehsury and cértain charges "nret. ¢ difference between . k

tHie ‘cost Of the monsy: tofhe-Land-Bank.and the rate chixrged *.
th g 10, ‘mgg‘tgagqrs‘iswtil@zed_in payment: of rifining expenses of

¢ gaftk and in the buildirig 6p of-a Reserve Fund. :
97, The ‘benefits aceruing: from ‘exterided operations: ok
itie Board conSequent ‘upon an inéreas in: capitnl funds and

. .’ the unusually favpurable rate at which udditional’capital-has

- 115 peen-made” available willsnaturally be passed:on: to' morfga:
gors-immediatcly sucinr_course s in conformity %

-dictatés” of -prudent” finance.~ This “highly. desirab

_cannot, however, be attained so’ long as: Guistanding'inférest | T oo
* charges and frozen assets in-the shape. of farni propetties-are © = E
considerably “in excess of the’ Reserve -Account figure of .
£21,145 shown in the Balanice Sheet of the year under review. . '
1t is therefore a matter of importance that mortgagors should Lo
. make every endeavour ta dischiarge -their ‘obligations to the
Land Bank with promptitudé, ag their failure to do so- must )
operatc to the detriment of Land Bank mortgigors as a S
whole. ‘e . . o -
i 28. At 31st December, 1935, the total number of mort-

N “ages-which had been’ registered was 428, securing advances-

o’;£'513.595 and 32 ‘short termn loans aggregating £7.170. E
Yirinig the yenr 1936, 88 morfiage:lon gweroregistered-and . =
iésued, nggregating £117,665 antd=32-sh terrii 1ofns aggre- i C
gating £6,655: “During the.year 1936ifteen mortgage loans
were repaid completely aggrégating-£13;150, and eight short

terin loans aggregating £2,065 To summarise : —

Amousnt
> £
Long.Term Loans, Tssued . “P32060
Long Term Loans, Repaid .. 45,100
Bhort Term Loans, lasved . 13,825 -
_+- - Bhett-Term: Loans, Repaid . 2,165

| -~ . 29, Paynient of instalments by mortgagors has not fully
‘ come ‘up, to' expéciations, but it would be difficult to show
thiat this i diie_to anyihing other than circumstances outside

“the “control. of. the. individual defaulter... Speaking generally,

* It fay, be'aécepted that the great faajofify of borrowers regard

N A




6

5 St e obligations seripusly, recognizing that itis in
their own interests that“instalments, shgu}d be keptup. Itis
only by so doing that the mor gapgor uses Yo'thé full the chief

advahtage of a Land Bank loan, i.e. provision for theliquida- -

tion of . the.debt on the-‘easy, payment? gystem,'with resultant
freedom From. foreclosure so long as.payments.-are. main-
tained. .,

30. zeiphs illustrating price ni?vcmems of the more
important commodities exported haye again been prepared
by the Bank’s accountant, Mr. Sergeant, and appear as
Appendix No. 1 of this Report.’ Taking into account the
inevitable time lag«which mgust occur between a rise in pril
levels and the consequént effect on the cash position of ‘the
individual farmer, there is reason to hope ' thiat ‘the tore
favourable position indicated in the graphs, though not fully
reflected in the accounts of the Bank during 1936, will result
in a substantial improvement during 1937.

31. Comparative percentage figures of payments received
for the past three years are given below. These figures are
based upon the amount due for payment at September 30th
and collected before the end of the year.

Prneipal  Tnteres

Per cont . Per cent
1934 . a0 1 82:00
1935 79-29 8747
1936 .. TR BA-47

S .

32. In considering the Balance Sheet item “Interest on
Current Account” £18,545/19/37, it must be borne in mind
that an instalment fails due on December 31st and is included
in the year's accounts.

33, Farming.in Kenya.is still in its infancy and rcturns
must be expected to be more erratic than with old established

communities. “The, statement one hears of the settler who has,

farmed in-the, (‘,plgpy"for 1hfe‘gz_?\s} twenty years and not yet
struck an ‘averageayear i5°hot wholly nonseiSe. The causes
of individual failure are often curiously localised and varied.
For exdihple: the depredations of game have~been”directly
responsible for the' failure of one or two morigagors in the
Uasin Gishu District to meet instalments due. In the opinion
of the Bank’s inspector, unless steps -are takep soon to
cradicate this game menace (chiefly zebra} in a settled arca,
ilfe result is certain to be serious and costly to the whole

7

distgicti. Th ‘Acting Game Warden bas replied sympatheti-
¢ally. to representations made to him bt lack of staff renders
him unable to do anything to assist.

')/’Y PurPOSE OF LOANS R
54, The purposes to which' loans issued.in 1936 have

been allocnted are shown approximately in*Table No. -5, with

comparative figuresdealing with the totd) of lonns-approved. ~ .-

Expressed in percentages the latter table may be summarised
as follows: — : : -
Di of Existing M . o L 4fs

Permancat Improvements .. . N .. 216
Purchsse of Lmad 7 .. - . .. .. 100
Purchaso of Stock e [
Farming Operations .. . .. 1
Purchase of Machinery and Imploments .. .- 1D

1000

LEGISLATION )
35. An important amending,ordinance entitled 'the Land
and Agriculiural Bank -{Amendment) ' Ofdinance, 1936,

- received Royal Assent on June 10th, 1936, its major . pro-

visions being: w— Co T
() T increase “the : maximum: amount: which may -be:

‘advanced to discharge an-existing onerous’ mort-2"; .

gage' fiom £2,000 to £3,500
(b) To -incréase” thu

aximum.amount -which may be "=

advanced for afl-purposes; from- £3,000 t0"£5,000. -

"©) To autigtize ~advances for'antlgrosiah work 1ot

. .exceeding«£200 upon.secur
thari™a first mortgnge over Tand. ’

4rtyT i need Be, other .

() To ensure the “consent of ‘Government. before ad-”

vances are made on the security of land upon which
part of the purchase price'is at the time owing to
Govermnment. .
36, Other Jegislation affecting the Land Bank digectly or
igdirectly incfuded : ~ : - N

_ Farmers Assistange Ordinance, 19360 -

" Agricultural Mortgagors Relief (Amendment)

Ordinance, 1936, . .

FarM PROPERTIES
37. Fhe Anoual Repoit for 1935 records four propertics
on the hands of the Bank (L.R. 1/59, 1/156, 1/169 and
2/96). None of these has been sold. During 1936 six more
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farms have been acquired by foreclosure or otherwise (L.R.
1/2, 1/13, 1/58, 1/80, 1/112 and 2/13D). Arrangements
have been concluded for the disposal of five of these latter on
terms involving no loss to the Bank, Jeaving one of them
(LR. 1/80) still to be disposed of. ¢ Bank thus has a
total of five farms for sale on terms which should be attrac-
tive to prospective purchasers. These properties stand in the
Bank'$'hooks at £16,218/19/473. a portion of which sum is
carning sin!‘cresn . -

JISTRICT REPORTS
3% Local representatives of the Bank haye again been
invited g submit a short résumé of farming conditions and
operations in’ their various districts and their. reports are
embodied in Appendix No. 2.... .~
GENERAL "

‘< 19, The successful operation of the Land Bank depends
to a very considerable extent on the quality of the work
undertaken by valuators and inspectors appointed by the
Board 1o investigate and report upon 2 wide range of matters
-appertaining 4o the various actjvities in which the Board is
concerned. In this respect the Board is fortunate in pos-
sessing an enthusiastic staff whose sympathetic and intelligent
~handling of the many problems with which they have to deal
is worthy of the highest commendation.

40. The Board continue to receive willing and valuable
assistance from various officials and Government Depart-
ments and desire specially to mention the ‘benefit they have
derived from the: attendance of Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Daubney
.. of the Agricultural Department at their mectings, when in-
7 vited to discuss the problems of various districts. Provincial

_and District Commissioners have had exceptional calls made
upon tiem regarding applications during the year and their
services are gratefully acknowledged.

41. in conclusion, a word of appreciation is due to the
staff who have loyally responded to the calls made upon them
to meet rushes of work which have occurred-Jhring the year,
entailing frequent working after official businegs hours with-
out extra remuneration. : - =

G. WALSH,
Treasurer,
Chairman of <the Board.
Nairobi,
January 22nd, 1937.

¥
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APPENDIX No. 1

The following graphs have been prepared to afford & comparison of market
prices for the years 1930, 1838.and lpSB.;_ExgutGS'l to 4 are based on Bondon
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APPENDIX No. 2

Reports by local representatives of the Land Bank in the

following districts: —

Gilgi! and Naivasha.
. Kiambu and Machakos.
. Kisumu and Londiani.
Nakuru.
North Nyeri.
. Rumuruti and Thomson's Falls
Sotik.

8. Thika. =

9.:Trans Nzoia.
10. Uasin Gishu

1. GILGIL AND NAIVASHA
By ROBERT HaLL. BA.

Climate -On the whole climatic conditions have been
much more favourable, the southern part of the district
espectally getting very good rains and the lower farms have
benefited considerably there being abundant grazing through-
vut the year, and to a considerable extent the grass has re-
generated itself on the patches bared by drought and locusts.

-
NE s

On the Kinungop cunditions changed from a state: of
acute drought (o one of extreme wetness and on one farm at

t drains had 10 be hurnedly dug to save the crop being
" watérlogged. L

The northern part of the district- where higher than -
7,500 ft. has ng‘z\ipvbcen rather-short of ‘rain, but:what there’™

has becn was well distributed over/the yéar and from the live
+ stock point of view it was a big help that the drought nor-
mally expected in January-March-was a very mild one.

There is some evidence thas the quglity of the grazing
has been poorer than is usual, Tt-is s.quéstion of interest as
10 whether this is duc to the absénce of a preceding drought.

.Crops.—On the farms in which. the Bank:is interested
there was little charige in the total area undercultivation or
i the range of crops grown; some land ‘previously. cultivated
was allowed to revert to grass and some néw land broken up;
the area under pyrethrum showed the largest increase.

Wheat.—Most growers had sown B.230 and 1s it broke’

down to K.4 stem rust all through the district the crop was

o7

!
‘ * The stetility trouble has”been.
!
i

e TIC wiiic
flourishes best and ‘the area. to beé-planted iustibé Sctly
determined by the amount of cheap labour likely to be avail-
able. Although it is ily slightly d: d by frost

on the Kinangop no serious disease or pest has as yet given
trouble. i -

Fruit.—The gr k}%art ‘of the district. is suited to the
production of deciduotis fruit; the.afmount of success achieved
shows great variation from‘farhi’ to-farm, probably. more: gi;e
to the amount of care given-the trees especially during the
first five years than to anything. else.

Fodder Crops—Qats fo¥’ cuitifi geeen is.the commonest,
though the kales and cabbages -are populdr over:8,000 ft.,-
with Napier grass at lower altitudes; most farms have asmall
patch of Jucerne and there is considerable experimenting with
a wide. variely of foddcr planis dnd grasses.- ;

_bled during: the-year:

1 mnich less “Severé<on th
farms origiially affscted; but “unfortdriately.the" trouble-has
spread to other parts of the district and it fiow seems probable” .~
that it will spread throughout the district. el

As the usual drought did not occur at the beginning of
the year, mapy farmers are already forgetting the urgent-”
necessity of having on-hand an ‘abundant reservéBE bulky
fodder. The general improvement in the quality, of dairy._
cows makes this provision‘more jmportant. - o

Sheep have had & good year, though the contimuance of -
the Tong rains at one time threatened danger: the' mumber,
kept at the higher altitudes is increasing considerably )

Pigs have on the whole decreased in;gumbers.© Qwing to
the higher cost of grains several farmefs now consider ‘it
more profitable to feed their skim milk to calves and’ poultry,
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““I'hat an increased revenuc from farms has been achieved,
ately is, T think, cegtain, but it -must be some time before”

that can be reflected in the farmers’ cash position: duringethe
stump, buildings, fegcing,-etc.; Lad perforce to be neglected:
much needed improvements-had to wait and the bétter far-
mer applied his first incréase in revenug towards making good
these deficiencies. Many are just beginning to fec! the real
burden of the high interest charges. the weight of which they
hed not properly anticipated.

Frosion—1 regret to have to report that little progress
has been made i the consjruction of protective works to
prevent soil erosion, though~there is certainly a more acute
consciousness of the danger. wih a little more prospenty
more may be done; doubt as to their capacily to set out the
Jevels has deterred a few people from making & start.

The posttion m the lower areas, which, as | pointed out
tast year are the most subject to senous losses, has been much
improved by the goog_{ains enabling the grass to again form
a protecting cover. - -

2. KIAMBU AND MACHAKOS
By P. 1 H CoLbHam
In spite of the scanty rainfall, particularly during the
last six months of the year, The past scason has been an
imrovement oh the previous one and it is evident that con-
siderable progress 18 being made in the gencral standard of
coffee cultivation in all its branches.

11 is still difficult in dry years o make some planters
realize the necessity of really efficient snti-€TOSION IMEASUITS.

but cach ygar sces more plantations protecied by contour —

ridges and wash pits, which scem to me to be far the best
method of wash control in this district. The district must be,
due for a year of really heavy rainfall beforetong and it 15
only thosc plantations where  contour ridges and other
methods have had time to consolidate that .m@lclc contro}
of crosion can be obtained. =

Taken as a whole the prospects of good cfops- during
the coming year are favourable provided thnt the climatic
conditions are not sbnormally dry. 1. as scems likely, the
average price of coffee remains as at present. £10-£15 per
ton above that of the preceding year, there is cvery feason (o
¢xpect o steady improvement in coffee planting prospects as
compared with the worst years of the slump.

«

“luc¢ carcful pruning. and the il
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3. KISUMU AND LONDIANI
i By THE Hon. CONWAY HARVEY, M.LC.
%+ Maize.—Less maize than usual was planted during 1936

owing to exceptionially heavy rains during the early part of

the year, but the substantial improvement i’ market prices
has “encodraged farmers to prepare landzin’ readiness: for ~

extended planting during the coming season. e

Mixed Farming.—Several farmers have made a start in-
the direction of more diversified farming. by the acquisition
of small herds of mative cattle, which thrive in this district,”.
and considerable use 18 being made of boma. manure in the

manufacturc of compost, which is now _regarded by many

planters as an essential pagt f coffce production.

_ Coffee—There is an’ increasing tendency, on the part of o
coffee planters to abandon small un-economic greas of coffeg- .
planted in unsuitable soil, and to improve’ culturalmethods”

on the arcas retained. The majority of planiers favour: the:

multiple stem system which was recommended by the. Chief * ~
Coffee Officer, while: shade trees, chiefly: suitable indigenous. .
Sih L R Sy

varieties, are being planted fairly extensively, with
results, R o R

Soil Erosion—All-1:ndowners are fully- alive to - the

‘. nportance of “preventing erosion,. and .this' may-“nlmost be ! /]~
‘zarded as 3 thing of e pash in the district, so far as coffee ql‘ L
- 7Tricerned.  Ihe ‘construction 0 sulmslc; head drains, teg- - .
’ 1".‘

,5,,pits and box ridges are the chief methods of fewmining. . .

:h surface soil.-which, combincg'_y'glh;bg;[cr.cplt:\y%gidn,
wrodugiionfot compost and

boma mangre as rapidly. as_cifumstances - peerit, will

gvitably iead to an improvement in both the-yield -and qualtiy

of coffee produced in the near fugure, AN

~ Coffec Berry Discase continues to cause considerable -
anxiety in a few areas, but the action of the Agricultural
Department 1 sstablishing sub-stations at Sotik and Nandi -
for research and expenmentat work in connection” with "lhi§ b

pest-may reasonably be expected to produce beneficial results -
. in due course.  Several planters have already made a start

with replacement of cxistlng fusceptible:trees by resistant
varicties, i T -

under whiat, which. has: for many  years ‘been, grown . very. -
suctessfully ‘on a_few. Lumbwa: farms and. several Londjani .
farms,’ mgtvredﬁocd‘ area being due 10 a'change of owfiership

e . - S
Whear—Thero ‘has: been-a slight:reduction inthe area ~

-

1{(.




of one or two large propertics, tle néiv owners having adopted
a different system of farming in which cattle play 2 prominent
part. Indications point to increased areas under this crop
.during 1937. Good crops have been, harvesied, dry weather

towards the end of the ripening season having reduced the -

incidence of rust Sales are being effected’ at remunerative
prices, while ploughing is well advanced for néxt season.
-Pyrelhru:u.—Excellem results are being obtained by
_growers 4t Londiani and Nandi where extended planting is
in progress, while a number of individuals have planted small
experimental areas. '
Native Labour.—This s been less plentiful during the
Jast twelve months and the tendency s for wages 1o increase,
chiefly due to the following_factors:—
{a) Increased agricultural development in Native Re-
serves with special reference (0 cotton growing.
() Employment on mines.
(¢} Increased employinent on, & comprehensive road
programme in mining areas.

4. NAKURU
By JamEs MACKAY .

This district, embracing as it does all that area between
Elmenteita and Timboroa, incliding Solai, Subukia, Rongai,
Elburgon, Molo and ‘Mau Summit, represents many and
yaried types of soil, rainfall and farming practice.

The total rainfall this year; though very spasmodic, has
been well up to the average. During the planting and growing
szason there were several very dry- periods when crops ré-
ceived a check in growth. Nevertheless crops generally were
good.

Unusual rains fell very carly this year. These Wwere very
welcomie for grazing, but rather interfersd with harvesting of
grain crops, and brought on heavy weed growth. This made
ploughing and preparation of seed beds difficult and . more

- expengive than usual. The growth of weed wastnbt altogether
.disadvantageous, because it provided a véry-good, cover for
the soil, and conseqenty erosion during the heavy rains
was rm;ch less than -usual.

Measures for the preservation  of soil arc gradually
becoming more a matter of routine farm sfianagement than
forinerly, and considerable progress in this direction has been
‘¥dade by e district generally. ” i

«

. 19 eew

i s S
W

There is much more to be done;’howevef, an

wauld appeas fo be a need, and-opaing.for, Gavernmeit gr
rivate enterprise {0 pravide 8 {efricing-puifit to da the Work
y catracti.Farmers why are carryihg-any load of debt.are.
lodth fo 2dd 10’ it by_purchasing ext . but T belieys
they would willingly' spend- money -on |
contract seasonally.’7 The ‘difficulty - is, 3
should be done during the period- of ploughing am carfing,
and it is then that all the available farm tackle’is- fully:
employed. R H .

% oot
- Maize s still the main crop throughout the, district:éxéept’
in high altitudes, whereZiyhieat ‘takes its"pla \“Hp}"rifixe,
farming is almost univef ind cattle now play-a‘jarge part
in the scheme of things. Considerable. progress has “begn-
made in mixed farming, and alrcady good résultg are appar-
ent. In the next few years one ean anticipate further profit- -
able development in this dircction, Particularly in Rongai
area. there are now many herds of grade cows prodpcing
considerable quantities of dairy produce. Grade sheep dre”
also thriving there. ’

In high areas like Molo and Mau Summit, where t'hc,r‘e
¢ some very good craps of wheat, “Take Al is giving
.3ublc when there is not a system of regular rotation, but
e would dppear to be controflable by not growing wheat

< than twice consecutively on the same lands. Rust has

vlgen so troublesome this year owing_to -moro_yesistant
s Zies having been grown. it 4 e

e .

. Pyrethrum is doing very well at theis Ttitudes and should "

be a very remunerative crop where labour is plentiful.

Oats arc scarce at present and have been a profitable
crop where grown this season.

‘ Coffec plantations are generally in much better condi: - -
tion. having recovered from. the drought years, -mnd -are
carrying fair crops. The crop is carlier too. and coming on
. u;,‘u\c,m_gvr}:cl at.a more. fuyourable time of year than usual.
Ii-is now.generally recopnized that, i quality coffec is to be
produced, more attention than: previdusly must be given to
the upkeep of the fertility of the soil, and to_proper pruning '

-~ and regulated shade. : .

B Si;al.‘ulqlgs hgvc been -very active during the year and
are muking up feeway in their planting and replanting.

programmes. The price of fibre remains steady.

i
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thie:yéit nnd thereihas.
sease?” :Aﬂ\l.;ndos',t-ifi eNely .
owil. and supplied’daging

Cattlc havé thriven €\§¢ I
Tiot been any serioyis outbreak
case supplementary feed Ba b s 2
the drier months to dairy stock. g this has Kept ‘the “milk
supply up and the stock in good condition.

Sheep are rgported to put on very hezQ/ybwcights on
wheat stubble, and. wool clips have been very satisfactory.

Marketing—The Kenya Farmers Association poal prices
for maize delivered during its financial year ending 3st
August worked out at_Shed/42 per bag, and although this-is
a poor price, was very much better than anticipated. ‘This
result, and the fact that the overseas ‘value ‘has since-zisen
very considerably, has given new heart t© the growers, and a
fillip to the industry. “At present -values, maize growing is
a profitable undertaking.

The Sale of Wheat Ordinance continues to work satis-
factorily, and growers have received a fair price for wheat
produced

The price of pyrethrum dropped during the year. and
growers scemed  rather afraid of competition from_ other
countries, particularly Japan, but values have again hardencd,
and there is a good margin at present prices

Good guality coffee still feiches high prices, and there
hus recently been a firm local market and good demaond for
.verage quality, particularly the lower grades.

The demand for catile during the year has been well

sustained and prices have had a sharp rise. Pure bred bulls -

are more and more in request, and there are several pedigree .
breeders in the district catering for this trade. The class of”
~this stock being offered is in some cases very high.

3 The need for a properly organized scheme of marketing

piBs is apparent, and it is hoped that satisfactory cold storage
facilities, enabling feeders to cater for the overseas market,
will be available next year.

i

The increased cold sforage anangcmgnt would also
provide a means of marketing overseas beef. lnxgb. chickens,
eggs, elc., etc. The present facilities are inadequate.

The moncys advanced by the Land Bank to mortgugors
in this district have, with onc or two excepuions, been well
spent, and despite very low prices for primary products not
only have the propertics been maintained but improved. and
are now on a much sounder basis of farming

-

 provided, of course, that the pricé of hiitter on

‘ the 'dairy -hefls, have improved considerably b quality in’
. the last'few years. : . e
¥ 'The. drea of most’ fufis ‘eing. considerable, the

The conservation and-applicationof farmyard manure.
and making of compost is receiving attes ion,-and -phosphatic
manures are reguarly applied to wheat laids with good
resuits M

During the year a number of kand transactiops-have takén.
place and the prices in some cases have.béén-very satisfacfory  ~ T
10 the seiters.- A pleasing feature is that ‘considerable acre- =+ . F
ages which had been allowed to lapse have been again taken "
up, cither by purchase or leasé, and the lands are again
beneficially occupied. .

5. NORTH NYERI+
G . . PAICE

The majority of farmers in this district depend. to a
large extent on dairying as a means of livelitiood and- aré
suppliers of cream to the Nanyuki- Branch -of -the. Kenya
Co-operative Creamery, Lid. This company is now building
a new and up-to-date factory at railliead (at present the factory v
is some soven' miles from this point) which building should..
be compléted about March. - ; e S

8

- The ‘figures as under may throw’ some Vight on-the-
progress of ;he Creamery in this district:— . S

Tétal butter fat supplied to Nanyuki faéto'ryf;- <
51935 ... SBT.826Tb. 1936 1. F174851b:
>Averagerpay-out forall grades of cream— &

g ]9¥ ... 563Lcts. ] _;5' .7
i Taking the ubove figares into ‘onsxgéfg'lion Wiere is evéry
rgasonfo hope for continued prqipcr“ﬁy‘for the.doiry. farmers /
the. London: *

<

market remalns at-a gond Tevel; <",

“There are 4 numbet of really ;;’\o‘qd"bhlls' i the-district

. (Shorom.  Ayrshire, Friesian, Jerseys Red Poll) sonthat =

“amiiplo“roam for the raising of stcers, but ‘unfortunately:
“ptice ‘realized: by them o tie loéal (and only)-market, i
poor, thouph it is hoped that with the starting of Messts:<
Lictli’s factory at "Athi River {(which should relicve the

market-of a lot of. pative slaughter stock) the' price. Wil B
materinlly improve on:the Nairobi ‘market. : et




. paratively small but these few arg domg really
good flocks of high grade Merinos. Good prici
have been ghtained atid should these"pnces be’ mamtamed
the. prospects-forthe sheep. fa ! i

There-js a fairly lar
but the"giowing of this érop in these - parts appears t
e “a-gamble thit it is Tiot easy o g1ve an idea of the prospects.
Blrds, .game;.rust, top much'rain or too little, and Mexiéan
— Marigold, all-have™to-be taken into-consideration, On the '
" whole, though a very fard workmg lot, one fears that the >
_ wheat farmers in this district are nof very Tucky. )

- " e v There is a certain-amount of4Fhéat and-maize grown on -
: the farms to the north, below the Ngare Ndare “Escarp :
Here irrigation ‘is possnble and the soil béing extraordinarily
fertile the retumn per acre is very good. Owing to* the v
avazlabxlity of 1m_g:|uon maize crops in this, area never fail

:m'i wlth the rising prize. manze_ growcrs should do moderately -
we . . :

zzra.won —-0n the culuvated land in this afea . there i
pmcucally no crosion as the crops are grown for the most ~
" part-an undulating or- nearly level _ground. What one- might
-call the “patural erosion” (i €. the]ng wash-outs-of very many
years st:mdmg) persists a4 the great cost which would be
mvolved in coping with this makds 1tqune outside the-bounds
of possnbﬂlgy for thé* farmer.-

6. RUMURUTI AND THOMSON‘S FALLS
BY A. ARMSTRONG .

. Spcakmg generally, there ig-a iderabl 1mpro ;
in conditions heré; not the least cause being the better- dis-
tribution of rainfall’ A few unfortunates who report a
shortdge of rain have made the least progress as they find
there are few substitutes for green grass when dairying.

Prices were better all round, especially in beef, which ..
‘was caused by the Italian dcmand to supply their troopsm
Abyssnma The same muse conmbutcd to the! rise in. the
price of ghee which wis af,;great bem:ﬁt to: 1hose in‘the back-
blocks, who do cxtenswe dagrymg Il

Wool also responded ‘towards the end; of use yeur. and.
some unlookéd “for Prices were ;ecmved on’ the ';London
November sales.

.

. %

ta ment\axtract factory hy Lxeblgs Co, / e
is rcghrdcd withi “great interest -though it"is
* felt-that someth more comprehenswa, such as a freezing .
7 3nd. chilfing works, will . be requxred to ‘establish: the” cop-: -
- ﬁdennc necessary for any expzmsm in ‘thei supply of: first & -,
class ‘beef: --At” presentlocal mxukers easily_glutted: and o
“there is 10" induceifient to -produce’ A" High quahty el i
"1ﬁg€'iwantitie's‘ ) i
This. Coloriy. was vxsnfediby men in the trade, and who
" are experts, who recently stated that Kenya was the best part
of Africa they’ had seen for cattle ‘raising. This should be a
nme]y moment to let the fact bé-known to.the Home Gov-
- ernmenit in London, -because aMett Conference will be hetd .
- in London in March, at which supplies from the Dominions
« aid Colonies will be discussed, and it would be a serious
:mistake on ouf part not to let. Kenya's potentialities be-

“at- Atht=Riv

known.
The Co-operative Creamery st Thomson's Falls still - -
yetains its pame for producinig:high class butter and, thougb -~

the' pay-out cannot be considered more .than a border line.
price, it does stabilise “the uﬁ!ustry a’ .Aces the farmer } .
.o’ prodtice tore, with the hope, am. sn— shirz better
to come. Ahhou i prices aré ﬁrmc: PR here is N
room for furlher lmpmvement in thissies:

On tha whole -there-is*an optimisi.Z/ fr' ld;in
the - disirigt.-with the SuSplClon that the impfoimaz, lue
moreé to extraneous circumstances.than to legmmau: madc.
but we can accept an improveliiient even on those terms-and
still go on hopmg

We have had some Iigd sefilement, withr mbre cnqumcs
SGme farms have changed hands and there is a definite move- .
ment towards the land again, a state of affairs we have aot
il for many years.

- 7. SOTIK .

/BY COLONEL J. K. MaTugsoh ™~

. ngust this year'we hed a visit from representa-
tivés of ‘thie Plant Tndustry and Veterinary Sections of the
Deg:mmcnt of “ Agriculture. Meetings-were held at repre-
sentative farnis when discussions took: ‘place with-a view to
formulating a moré suitable a cullui:ﬂ policy tor .tho district &
‘as a-whole, ‘ .




“ i riow “made economically’ possible- by- the. di
. local planter, Mi::W; G, Dawson “of. Kimor6 Estate, of ‘the

Based upon the évidence given by the farmers and the
opinions expressed by the agricultural represcntatlvcs, the
following conclusions werc come to:— N

(a) That by reason of the" weu*dismbuted rainfall and:

~the excellent natural pustures, stock” productmn
and" dmrymg should be regarded ag-the basic.in- -

dustry in a scheme of .mixed farming. -7 -

(b) That other crops which might be successfully grown” i
‘were.grenadillas, geraniums and ranue

(c) That the district,-as a whole, was not suned to the
production of Arabica coffee as a single crop and
that- suxtzhle cﬁﬁ'ees should be grawn” only sin .
selected areas and preferably accompamed by stock
or otliér’crops. |« -

~ The 1mmedmte effect of the -new pdlicy was that a great
stimulus was given to farming operatmns generally. and the
. gloom “which, on account of thc seriolis fall i in coffee prices,
had béen accumulating during the past few years, was re-<,
placed by a more opfimistic outlovk, - The present is, there-
fore, a period of transition and the, followmg isa shon rewew
uf the progrcss Lhat has been made.

“ vae Stock and Dairying.—A progresswe step has ‘been
made by. the-importation. of grade and pure bred stock-by-. e
one farmer and the. experiment is béing closely followed by -
others interested" in “this'direct’ method of building up a dairy~
herd- in“this East Coast Fever area. In another part-of the
district-a group of farmers have formed a ‘cattle ‘syndicate
with the intention of gcquiring a large heid of native stock ™
.rwhxch they iitend to dip and thereafter grade up. - LT

. It has been found quite practicable to send cream by
réad and rail to the creamery at'Molo, This has removed the

" -principal’ obstacle’ 'which; in the vpast has . deterred farmers

- rfrom ransm&hdmry herds here.” The transpprt service will
improve wheh, in due couse, the new:bitumen surfaced road
bemeen Lumbwa and-Kericha is COmpleted. -

-“Coffee. —-Apart from berry diséate’ andl §)
:unable areas, ‘the mo mportant causes. of ~poor;

o pcsts nntestm and’ capsxd Completa control:
by a’

< pyrethrum’ dusting method, - This important” dlscovery/ is;
. responsnble for nnnual savmgs of inany; thousandsof ‘pounds

T s

‘ he industry.’
to planters throughout. the three temlonq; and -t :
as g whole is greatly indebted to Mr. Dawson and“the others;
who contributed to«the perfecuon qLﬂns' method-of control. - - -

F-the Blue ;-
o Being now quit-of. this: menace: of pestsy coﬁ'ee of lue,
. t VMougualh ux?d other similar, - high altitide - varlelles s‘hou‘ld'd.
) very well provided’great. care’is” exétciset_jrothe selection g

17 T the planiiriy -sites and-ﬂmt 4 *high standired, of culture st

. der the process OF teconstrucuon. the ared,
::nr:;:"a::)et?ea ‘xg;l be curg!ed but there is £yery o sibility,
that coffee will continue to hold-an i rtzm place.m—
produce from this.district. In past ¥ ot
réputation for hquor and- uality” and thérc 1 1o rcaso 'w
it should not do so &

Grenadilla.—Of the new crops wlnch have been tried
nadlll

boih Tocally >

ts for a period. .

at this ‘will "+
he s6i

to the plam
5 : ' Geraniunts —Expenmem.s whxch have. becn-made.in:the.
i [ ‘oducnon of essefitial oil -are provmg satlsfactpry The oji=

’ ot ent sy said to be lower “than. (H4Y " oblaining -in: certain:
r dlstncls. but this i Is. more than cnmpcnsated for. by the

\ . L r ‘bulk ‘of-vegetative” #rowihiot ned,... 2 ﬂmng_
; ” ;4 peen madeto erecta’distilling plint on,on of
L and”it is antlctpqwd “thiit- progu %}’—Ecgm_zar}y

year.
" - Ramie: -—Satxsfnctory “growthhag beci thide-by. the roo
cuttings planted during May 10 :Iuly‘ this -year, - Furthér,
plamlngs are. expected- to- take-place .in March.1937.7 En-
quiries “are being niade by the Departmeént'of ‘Agriculiure.
with regard, to Suitable decorticating machinery- ami market- -
mg .possibilities, and plamers are inclined to await the out-
. come .of  these -enquicies. Before procccdmg to nny gmt*- e
extent: with. this- crop.

A nomble ;aspect. of thc chnnge over !mm one- 10 g3

- vnnety of crops: and the stimilus gnveﬂ to farming gcncmlly
‘isithe; xmprqvcdlmcthods of cultivatioif and: ummnl'husbandry

« which are evident in mosuparts of the dxsmcL TActive inte s

. -est:is‘now: being taken in for: thie ‘pr i

' crosmn nnd lhe mcreassd use’ of compost an




f soil:erosion- was a
cal

'nd ‘Bank and: other bodies; is “Beginning . -

ence ‘here; ‘but muich:last groind has:to
h-has been irréparably lost.

After a series of bad years, finance will play an important
part iin the scheme of reconstruction and progress will depend
upon the abxhty of the mdmdual to make the desired changes -
without-incurring an ovcd)um;zn of debt. But a definite-step =
~forward hds been.made, in that the district now has a- policy
which can be followed with Teasanable hopes of success, and
+here is no doubt that the prospects are more hopeful than
lhey have been- for a number of yearss:

T 8. THIKA
By CapT. E. L. LINDSAY ~
The impressions 1 have gained in the course of my
\ inspections of gaffee -estates in the dlstrlct of Ruiru, Thika,

Donyo Sabuk and Makuyu during 1936 are:—

\ 1. Practically every planlcr now realizes thé extreme

\ gravity of soil erosion and is making every effort to prevent

any further deterioration of his soil. It"is by no means an

.. inexpensive undertaking and many estates still-find that they

™ are.nnable to do all that is requn'ed owing to lack of fmancxal
‘means.

2. ‘A much greater keenness is being shown in 1mprovmg

\ “methods of estate management and general farm operations,

‘but unfonunately the ‘business side of farming is consxdered

by ‘thany as almost unnecessary. Many estates do not'keep’

~proper accounts and -therefore have no means of budgeting

for the new season or of knowing what their-future prospects

B may be., It is.rare 1o find=an estate that keeps detailed costs
i of the various farm operations. :

Anti-erosion work.—Square tidging is bccgm] g more "~
and more_popular as the most suitable means of fi¢ preven- -
tion of soil wash .and many-estates haye abandoncd«vanous
types .of _ré agt bemg isuitable. “Contour “FHdging,
unless combmed thh square ridging has also been found
for many-reasons to be unsausfactory

7z I still ‘consider ‘that- square ridging if .carfied out in thé
correct’ way can retain all flood Wwater from the heaviest down-.
.pout of rain; without breaking away. Every tree benefits

¢
o

dnd contour ridging thethdds
Hdge 3 gEneral; unprovcm‘ént

ficial. in. rétaining soil mois

'<lt;t_ther‘chccb on sonf wnsh

. id be
grass, \L'hnch evenmnlly Will"be o bxg “gDirce ot

thatching fhaterial, T LT

The Tact of-the’ mmy seasons bemg~ so poor is most
regrettable-and up to:the daté of vriting-zood $rop: piospects
are very doubiful. Plamer&.wxll realize more: thuit- éver:the
imporfance of moisturd cangervation: and thost Who' }mvc
already undemken this work Wil bérefit.

9. TRANS NZzOIA ;» -
. By F. L. MEGSON
Maize.—Reduced.ar¢as weié planted with maize dunng
1936, partly because of depréssed prices and thé uncerfain
outlook for this crop at the beginning of the yeat, and. partly
because of the rains, which came early; followed by-several ~
weeks of fine weather il some areas, which delayed plantmg ’
yntil it was too late to get as much maize in as had been
iht aded. These “conditions dlso account for a considerable .
ase in the areas put under wheat.
; usual the earlier planted maize, speaking generally,
Loan “heavier crops. 1t is too early yet to form.an accurate
4g, .0 o average yields, but I ﬁux&_lhcy’ N bedipite -
stanicurd. for this district on most- farms.
Wheat—On the whole the wcalher has been suuable.f}
and there are some good cro As in thé casc of ihaize;
it'is too early yet to form an es mate of yields, is the bulk~
of the crop has not been threshed.
Rust made its appearance, rather more in lhe Endcbcss .
aren thah elsewhére, and this has undoubtedly caused.qon-
siderable loss”

Except in cerain cpses.where the farms .are properly’”

at any rate, the land to be planted-with-wheat will.be limited”
to ‘that which for reasons of time, weather, eic., cannot be
put under maize. 7
Coﬂg e—Only g few farmers in the Trans Nzoia. run
estates W xch are w];ly dependent upon coffce, and this, crop

cqmpped for whcat growing,iit is- probable that duing 1937+



N
 Assdktremely diﬁigulé% o
; di}ic

the case Of
Cherangani Hill slopes;
alyways proyiding that pri
Hand the disease known as “Elgon. Die-back¥>wo
1o be spreading, Several planters on the -Western
Elgon slopes are stumping out quite considerable acreages of"
coffee. affected by this discase, which they intend to replant -
with #Seriés A’-coffee which i§ being bred as immune to
Elgon Die-back. - This.disease is an undoubted menace to
the industry. In the less mountainous and fower parts of
the district. “Coffee berrj diSease” takes its annual toll of
.crops, “bit its incidence has been less marked in 1936. It
.does, however; constitute a very serious problem.

On the whole'the 1936 coffee crops in this district
appears to b light and:below average. 7

Cattle and Dairying—-Activity in’ this_direction is in-
creasing noticeably rather more on the lines of building up

and increasing -already :existing small nétive,hqrds;—iaﬁ “an

‘adjunct to-thaize and-other:agtivities, than i irection’ok, ;

“turning over to-cattle” with a’ view fo- restricting-maize-or .- . ., -~
“othier cereal cultivation. -It is probabléthat a steady growth. = 2"
of the cattle industry in this Matier.  especially 'if it Teads.. 2

gradually-to- grade’ cattle and dipping, is a betier method -
- than any violent-and revolutionary “swing oveér” from one
_ indistry to another,.particularly by farmers trained to the
special requitéients - of maize,. coffee. 4nd wheat, fany-
owledge e cattle business:

o Pyrethrum.

: ‘0" prey
- been; ‘and are_being taken: by many fa
* Nzota, such-as. I .describéd-in my Teport

4

I e Fidence, T anticipation”of Teasopable’ {

RBREAT

] ok
empster's farm.’ ,Should.this:gmt:bev;nb%)e._ _

Kat a-réasongble price;there-is no-dou
1 bein great deman . seveka

bigger ‘farms’ and_ on_somg of: the, smaller ones;

already being carried out by. the.owners, -and atri

be paid o those: piotieers in L 50
X

have found without;exc

advise any otliers»_v'ls_ g 1, t by t rience. "0,
Céntlusion.—There haggeen several land; sales during

1936, the. price-of.virgin land: varying. from about Sh. 17150

t0 Sl;; 60 per acre: o .
i this District as. ‘50- fal

Oply ;on¢ - farmer. < gppl;;d to"
the, Farmers. Concilial‘ion‘Bn;ird,‘ though' T-undérstand there
aré’‘two_other applimﬁons,*gg_xding, SR L
g Al al-Advaifcss Board Pardcipants, with one
s ily,-and ‘should " very..

- Nineteenthiftysix- proved nevery difficult yeatTor the - .-
S - “i¢. Nzoia-farmers; due o the low” rices for. both=their . -

g 3al crops; i.c. ‘coffee and maize. - owever, the Kenya' .~ -
iry Association” Malz& ool -aided-by” the. Govérnmient
705 bettér than had been expectedyandithie Inpraved
have”, brought Jréhewed:~hope and-cons
1 \ble: prices | prevailing for

under malie. s

pri
-another year, it ‘18 safe {0 predict: that the atea
'will increase substantially during 193755 L B
1t i¥very noticedb¥e how' qiickly o small incresc in the,
price-of ‘maize and- coflees ‘especially the”formiet, have: their :
effect on.trade ang in"increased’prosperity in'a district suctt. .
‘as’ this,  where -the farmers® pawers of Crecovery . are-~ruly.
- _remarkable " These powers - of -recovery are most noticeable
ini-the case. of those farmers-witly whom maize is the-principal
eropi rensonsof * soil; rainfail “and -altitude the Trans -
Nzoia “is especially sisited -to maize cuitivation; andrit seems
clear that maize: will, remain _the. basic crop of: the district,
until: some beiter substitute for it has been found .and proved.
.:With,.maize ‘ns"the 'basic-crop, and conditions, -which' -
enable “the : cultivation-~of: coffee, wheat,: pyrethirum, etc:; to




10_;‘UASIN GisHu
v:-Masor J. B. F. Apams

W’:ear —Théte has been'a definite and very marked
provemcm in ‘the methods adopted in .growing this crop
in the -district.

‘Interesting experiments carrled out with different quanti-
ties of seed -and fertilizer per acre have resulted in great
~savings -of -seed, and very largely--increased yields, afid in
wheat 6f better quality.

“Zhe 1se of the combined seed and fertilizer drill is
beconiing more and more popular.

~Green fly accounted for heavy losses of crop in the -

Sergoit-area._. Very litfe rust has been noticed and the wheat
harvest is certainly well abbve the average.

oc.Excellent crops in both quahty and quantity aré
" being gmwn at the -higher.altitudes amd are demanding such --
" good prices ug 16 make this crop a better paying proposition
than iwheat on some farms.

Pyrethrum—This crop is b°ing' tided on neatly every
arm round about 8,000 feet aid is-well established in the
‘Kipkabus-and Ainabkoi aréas,  An anmual increase in tie
«acreage planted is wammted and can be -expected.

Maize.—Crops throughout the whole of the lower lying
parts of the district are as good as they have even becn. this
season, with exceedingly hieavy yields, mainly due to-mdnur-
ing and more careful sced.selection thereby reducmg the per-
centage of “misses” or “blanks"

Coffee.—Owing to poor pnces and mixed farmmg this. .

crop is notso popular as it was and-there are very few estates
depending on coffee only.

It is expected however that with the introduction of
caltle :md rmxcd farmmg coﬂ‘ee can be aavantageously grown

“Fecommended a5 a onecrop vroposmon. as sin:the past.
Mixed Farming. ——Alt.hough l)nly a.few herds have been
started on a big scale- during-the" year;- ~almost’ every” T onrme;
ig going into the question-or has nlrcndy made a;‘snidll’ start
with dalry cattle, pigs, pouliry, etc.”

P
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On one estate where nothing but maize and coffee was
grown for fifteen years, the following are now carried ¢
Maize, coffée; oats, barley, wheat, flax, napier grass, potatoes,
watLle, gams, luceme\pxgs. pouhry. dairy cattle; resulting
in "the’ sidelines. paying the runnmg costs’ of the farm and
leaving the proceeds of the main crops, viz. maize ‘and coffee;
1o meet Toar interests, etc., leaving a balance for capital
expenditure or purchase’of cattle, devclopment ete.
ounce of farmyard manure is returned to the land.

T am definitely of. opuuon that these are (e only lines
on which the average farm in the dlstnct cambe ‘made to pay.
There ‘must -be- no-waste,

Ergsion.—Anti-crosion methods.are bemg practised. but.
not to any: ‘great’extent, but’as so latg ‘perccnmge of the
district is very’ ﬂat: damage from ero ls not gcncra]ly

senous Ll NEAK :

A very snmple ‘and eﬁecuve sysfcm hns becn camcd
«out on’ &. few farms; without any ‘additichal cost;-by contour,

.. ploughing, -and :in_ the case of ‘maize: iollowed <by contour -~

plantmg, cultivation and stockmg. b

4 TAN that is réquired-is: that-ihe opcmng r‘wugh furmw
to each field is on the contolr instead of " unl
lme,across the” slope B &

Every

VS
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APPENDIX No. 3
EaFemm—
TABLE 1.—APPLICATIONS REGEIVED Lo . N
N
i..., -3 "“Lone ’l‘mmf Loms i :
1938 “Numbar of
Applicgtions ‘Amuun} RE:. £
Receivéd” N K
- £ - £
«Jaguary . 13 < 18,800 9 7 | 1960
“:Februesy .. 13 21,560 8 1 2100
. <4 s | -
March .. .. 31 57,900 s 4§ so0
Agil .. .. 20 J 26080 3 850
‘May .. .. 13 16,665 4 5157 i
‘Jups e %L, ] 20 46,000 9 - Y 2138 .
Fuly .. .. 13 20,075 3 526
 August . . 16 30,100 8 1,476
" Sopromber . .. | © 17 30,900 _ 8 1,068
~@ztober . 13 ] 27230 12 600
dovember - . | 0 2305 { 778 1,700,
Docember - .. | w24 25,30 .0 .3 ] 600
ToOTALS .. 212 "1£330,035 ] £14,225

'{ABLE 2.—-APPLICATIONB RECEIVED—AMOUNTS APPLIED
FOR ‘DURING 1038 -

« - For Loans or:
£1-£600 .. .. .. 86

£501-£1,000 .- .
£1,001~£1,600
£1,601-£2,000 .
£2,001-£2,600 > L
B - £2,501-£3,000 ..
s <73 H01EE4,000 - .
} 2 E4,001-BH500 0 o4
T V'£4501—£6,000~ ol 8" S
i 5 : ) r .
: et ; R
e g

TABLE 3.—ANALYSIS OF APPLICATIONS ‘DEALT .WITH

DURING/THE YEAR 1036 v " " 4

254 | £405,085

2001 313,035 CoxsipERED By Boanp.

5 8,600 | Awaiting Completiohi='1036.
- Granted ‘an -Cmpphwd g
. i) Granted: <
S Bl Awaiting Cumplehon g
Daclmed by Apphco.m.sm ;
i . Re;oc o T
208-|£321,035" | . o BN
2 ~ s
- .
. Y o o
R
3
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TABLE NO. 5—ANALYSIS OF, APPLICATIONS SHOWING
APPROXIMATE -ALLOCATION OF LOAN MONEYS A8 PER
INFORMATION WRMSHED BY APPLICJ@E@TS
L.R. Nos. L:R. Nos. .
> 3/26-3/116 v1/1-aﬂm .
- Year 1036 . Lo
g o R -
- £ £ :
ﬁ ” Discuange oF- Existing B
E N s L GAGES: o Tl s 04,472
g 5 ‘“HIIIHIIIHHIHIIH||f|l|‘§-,]l|l§-l[i§ ?x}ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ‘m";dnmholes:};gg;
: 3 .
3] = = P : Fepoing e T 1,268
‘I E Dip Ten 990
8l ) B . p
g 178 mnwummuﬁmmlHlx—lr« pis
g
a8 T oy
e 5| 888 g 88 8 8 g 8 =3 8
éag WISE L SRS B ) IS IE , Existi
ERERE ] Coffeo " ~vi iy 8,070 5. ..
z % > 3 ! Cereals -7, S L LO0BO.» o b | <
milg ) - —I % 5. “Tteo; Planting .. -\, ©7.90; AR L
BT I81 m=a s === e~y e - e 16,807 |~ 130,648
Sw s . . Puncrase oy Lawp avp Cosror |- e
S 2| I ) ; SYED o ie e as »24,141 L 139,307
5 ,lg|5|.558 8,8 g ' T e Sty tad Pais) odon|” - oz
. ] - B : - Catt] ; , .. 40,
éggg‘“ R AR ||IIIH|°II|H°|IIHHH|IU g;,il ! m,;ao,f’ﬁn“.a_.m) “m,*s o 4847
] S : T STe aSE T IMPLEMENTS Riedid AR,
Eg: _ : : BT 1,280 | 20720 -
2| s - . L - TSR i R [ . ;
{,_Eg =2 ISttt Bt R T T o Ot U0 o U P e 17,005 | . £631,200
8 o ‘ = - ; ' -
. &yl | F .
k] E| 2 - . I e hid
gz_ag"'I|I‘“H%-H|I|||lHHIIl‘IHII-lllvHILI3
’hf‘iﬁ < . . “
« .
7= T
2 2 III"I“‘]II[!IIHIIIIIIHHIIIIHIII‘7v» 1 Bmughzrerwnnlrxnmlons.
A - - . - 67| -14,205' | Arrrtoations Recewven:” . -
ISAF Y T e e
3 - I BN thdrawn Befogo Consideration .. |72 ]
e ggullmlmlmlmllmlulIlltllug Coal  Awaltiog Qonsldgration voTnrl
i &< ey i Sk - o8| ig078 |0 e : L
w - .
g 18 . : Awl'.n(ng wmplctinn fro
] N 60.1: CoNgrbarep BY BoApy..
- Gradted and Completed, .
[ . - Granted,, Awniting Complotic 4
B .+ Doclined” by..Applicants . - .- 13
.ZE . S Rojoctod ; o
67 1£14,850"
. ;-
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3 p5es Be. g8 se 3E APPENDIX No. 4
@ S bs-1 ee = L P
. " 2oz lae wey as sl & §§§ . PRECIS OFPREEORT BY THE BOARD OF THE LAND :
.-::g 3» ,'é; N ;: oGS RS R 3 -2 ND AGRICUL’I\'URAL BANK OF KENYA ACTING i
CIRIEN - L E N TN L S: AGE.NTS FOR _GOVERNMENT .IN THE - t
i . - 88 - N_g 3. T ADMINISTRA’IIION OF THE" AGRICULTURAL "
e e ﬁé < _ "ADVANCES SCHEME FOR THE PERIOD IsT JAN: .- _ B
2 z= B e! “UARY TO 31sT DECEMBER 1936.
v - % o - N .
. - L PR 1 & DEFINTI'[ON 'OF CLASSES. o
. . . 8¢ it & 1. As hithidrto, “wocotnts” are: classified -under various AL
IR e L . _-3 i g‘ ‘ g R headmgs. whlch defined-as tndeér:-—
: §§ = B ",'g ’ g " :é g Cuass. AIL—Farmers who may be expecged to pay( . g
- ”"h s 8 .S, R .‘2 g . advances in full if assistarice continped..™™ =" ¢ o
o .~ s C gy - Y N
[<R=18 § - ; g § §§ P .a . Crass AJV.—Doubtful cases, Where Tesults have been
g I £ %3 ._ % };g_g‘ %”ﬂ»- R disappointing; which, however, :show .prospects -of tecovery i
.28 8.2 . 3'3 TR §'§g é‘ 9 in time, but where the farmer wtll ccmmly -go under if not P
gl | w3 Ecg & g. ; %"“,S— - £3 assisted. further. - 3
B : g g'gé § §§§§ Ez:tg . A CLASS "A.Vi2Cases govemcd by special, consxdemtwns ) S
; - JE I g23s N g gad m‘g«:»ﬂ . ?g > where- the: commitment: to .the ‘Board - is large and - where =
5 < = = - A E% recovery depends on production biing- majrit - -
3 3 n oo el e &2 . g N -
2 2 " el I 21e Or,% - 1 : - Cuass/ALVL—Cases formcrly lpcludc . QT Shelnad,
3 = = & E made arrangements with merc] ant; hogs, e anthe L >
S O -8 &5 5 g8l & I sudden’ cessitiori of ‘which-at the end of718 . =770 L Z
% B > S. o o gl ' ) ’ the résumption of: ndvances by the Board. . -7 T B y
8 = - - - = CLAss:B.L—Cases where_repayment’ will-be mey ’ o
§ 3 § § E 35%5-51" B 3 g f . full duritig the coming year 3 wilhout-fusther advances. i iy
. @ = & 2 : - - -
2 2 glgl: sz8-2 L e =T ~-CrAss BiIL=—Case: where~ armngcmcms hnvc becn or "
E g 21 =3 = : “‘E 8 | . will be made with-merchant ‘houses to:finance futyre apera-
g g 8 3 i """ 3 “ tiops.on terms sausfactory to’the Board
% T . ggé : CLass . BJIL-~Cases where* no fun}xcr advances are
) - 3 - 28 P required or recommended, but in which time should be given ~
7 L i : ] gE: . . for repayment, with a ble hope of .eventual reco\cry .
B - . g . 5% g FRPE [P e Cras$BIV.Cases whete.resulls have been disappoint-
. E - g ~ ,g_': i -] : -~ E . ... ing and-* ‘where:no-farthei advances would be ;umﬁed But N
EBE , 5;“2 P -:8:- -.g Eggg R -‘1”’% T . re? 'Ehbufd‘bc*ngcn to. the- farmer to_make other
3 g » 3 JrgesliE . ‘ e .
ol B
AP RIS | SR
=28 <PRERES 8.0 PEdNe .
P g TEAEES B g gERT ol B .
ELR L R
o
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: Advuncos 1o 24 Cases (‘

‘classes amounted fo:— . 7.

Thé recommenda ons ‘made by thtLBoard in -their
Refort for 1935 were approved by the' Secretary of State -is

follow:

AIV AVn.ndAVI)."

Administration. Expenses e T e e
Against Unforeseen Emergenmes . . ..

3, Of the amouni Futhorizedthy the Secretary of State
for advances (£10. 653). £8,456 was jssued. 10 participants
during the year, leaving an ‘undrawh bilance of £2,203.

4. Of the £3,000 authorized for unforeseen emcrgencies.
£322 was issued under the Board’s authority.

ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTS
5. At 1st -January, 71936, there were sixty-two names on
the books of the Advances Board classified as under:—
CLAssAII . . . [

& e

62

6. ‘OF these, twenty-thras-cases (Classes ATL, AIV, AV.
ang A<VI) received assistance from the Board in 1936. From
Ist January fo 315t December, 1936, advances made to these
twenty-three participants amounted to £8,456. (Note.—This
figure does nat include amounts paid from the sum authonzed
for uriforeseen emergencies.)

T " AREPAYMENTS. >
7. During the period under review repayments by all

. ~ -

Pnncnpul - o 8,070

Intorest.. .. .. 4363 :
B © Tora ..  ..£13,030

Ll » T

\

This amount was collected from the follo.wmg classes s

BUMMARY OF ADVANCEB AND, RECOVERIES,
)n JANUARYm Slsx- DEcmrBER m 5 -

) Ekmvnnfas*) -
2,447 AN .
021 ATV
1,508 | AV ..
3,620 AVI
— BI ..
— BIL
— BII
— B.IV
— Farm Pmperty
81466 — \ 8,676 | 4,303 13,038

8. The following table affords a com arison ,o{_the e

position 4s at January st and December 3st, 19361 = - e
JE }‘No.of . A“U_P?"“"OWi"“ o V--:.’ :
i AcSonO ™ Pringipat | Inferest [T Tolal "
P
1-1ma T a
81-12-36 .. | 68

The reduction in the numbcr of nccounts' is; aecounted
for as under: —

Six Ascounts written off ps Bad Debts .. ..
Thres Accounts Bepud in Full
L LE . 12,8607

i

EXPENSES.
9. For the.year. 1936, administration ‘expenses were: £920 .
compared with £929 for the twelve-months ending December, LT
1935, NS




iy

- vances Board aocoum for lhe year xs attached hereto.

L
COLLECTIONS.

10. During the year 1936 interest colléctions from pat-
ticipants Amounted 1o -£4,363, and £60 was .earned on the
Bank account with the National Bank of India. Recoveries
in fespect of Bad Debts previously, written off amioufied to-

~£12. The fross tevenue ﬂterc.’orc amount_c& to £4,435; and*
after deducting Administration  Expenses, £920, the net
reventte of £3,515 was paid to the Treasury.

PRESENT CASH POSITION,
11. The balance at the National-Bank of India on
December 31st, 1936, was £3,848. "

12. If the retention of the principal sum by the Agents
and the reissue of sums received during 1937 is authorized,
it is hoped that no call will be made on the Treasury. The
position, however, is more indefinite than at this time last
year owing lo the introduction of the new Class (A.VL)
involving the possiBility of greater inroads upon ‘the con-
tingencies Ttem of £3.000.

13. Since 1st -January, 1936, threc participants “have™
_repaid advances end -inferest ~in full,” amounting to:—

LT £ s octa
Principle ve . 420823
Intereat . L4016 97
Torat . .. £470 59 . tew o
BAD DEBTS.

14. Since January lst four debts have becoiie bad”
through foreclosure by mongngees. The amounts -to- be
“written off ares— ) -

£. .8 cls.

Pnncqml . . 5463010
Interost.; . . 7703 0:83 -
} . bt er
Torar .. .. £6,168: 0 08 -

AGENCY STATEMENT.

15. An_audited copy .of the Central Agricultural Ad- &>

s 7, RECOMMENDATION.
16 T their preliminary. report the Board recommendéd
that auliority he givenas under: —
" a) To mnkc advances in 1937 fo twelve cases in Classes
All, AV, A.V and A.VI 10 the extent of £7,401.

>

Princrpul . 6485 D 10 - )
© Tnterest . .. 703 085 Tt
Toraxn

17. The Board fﬁrthemecoxrllhendcd ‘that_ a sumr of
£3,000 be placed to thexr order agamst unforeseen emergen+*
cies. . P

“18. The Board are grateful to be'able 10 ¢ record-that the
Secretary of State has telegraphed his afi=n
recommendations, i

U
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