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Let^d» sfecretsry of Colonial Off lice*
^•to tj-.e Secrt tciry, Air MiiUntry.

:vi.
!•■

► V ,

■t
39066/35. 2;r>th May, JL9di?,

'4;
Sir,

■lireoted by Sooretary Sip Philip ;ctuli^fi&-rLia^
'’. '.U -.I'- ■■■- ■ ^ ' ' ■=

to refer to tho letter from tbi® Offlee of the 4th May -
+ :• t: ' ■ ^”2 .r^J

enclcelrig a aopy of a despatoh addreEsed to tha/Aotlhg 'I M

I an.

.'-••Vi:'.’ - _■ 'i-r

fiovemor of Konya on the sub jea^^-bf measupoB to= hg

•W&ve hostl5:itlea“be-t»eed'

>•

that Colcny In the event Of

' n

., fhe further appi>eolatloii;.reviueetedti^Vtfte.S^ 
paragraph of Sir Philip Cunllffe-Lis'tcr.ls 'deifateh

telegram dated the gSndX/^t!

‘ s.

haa

not yet 'beeX reoeiired-, but In a

Kay (a copy of which is enoloeed) the Aotlrig'Governor \ 
expresses tfce view that-the use df.-'alrcraft-aa-'propdee^^^^

: 't ■ ■ V’'V? ■ 't ■
in the sixth and seventh paragraphs of the Air'Ministry.'s ' - 'i'M

letter of S4th April (S. 36493/3.®) is ,ir.iprao’tl'oabie f<w; ti . 
purposes other than reconnaissance. Be ‘asts, however,, 
that the arrangements to hold in readiness two bomBep trajS,?

port aircraft (as reported iS the first paragraph of 
;^etter/undei‘' fefei*bi^)'miy'

■■ "i

Prom consultations wluoh have ta'cen plaoe'‘ili;.e,v‘-'

Lrndon -vith the Gcv. rnor of Kenya and the Senior' pistpih,i;^^!l 
Comiaslon. r of the Northern Frontier District (who are’-'./Ml 

; now .on ieavfc) it is understood that, while there is no ' ''-nP/J

S»A:
■1/ ■ 3.

J

landing ground between Moyale and Mandera suitable for

troop-carrying aircraft, conmunication by lorr;^./tJ-^^wgan

■*' Vide Up. III. 
/ Vlda.Uo, IV. 
P Vide'lJQ.

]
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liettcrSecretary of r»t.otc„ Colonial Office* 
' to thc.decrt tary. /.ir ‘liiiistry.

r
V 'i

38066/35. Sr.tn May, ai'35.

ai
Sir,

I air. directed by Secretary Sir Philip Cuhllffe^LiVtkr.,
1

to refer* to the letter from this Office of the 4th May
+

Ice-irp: a copy of a despatch addressed to', the i,pttng 
Governor of Konya-on the sub ject of .^aa^ds^^-ba j||i^ 

that Colony ip'^» a,ven|'df"e^ive hostilities bet%cn 
^Sst'^italy and -Stlilppla. -' - 'M// / , 4>-■^ ’

enc

».h''

--wIS
The further ap^te^clatloh . req’ueetea'in. 

paragraph of Sir/^hllip Gunliffe-Listop.:^s ities^atch ^hae;:.,:

V-.

a.

./ i'.

not yet beeX received', but in a telegram dated the 
Kay (a copy of which is enclosed) the Acting Governor ''

expresses tfce view .that-the use of -aircraft as'proposed _ 
in the .sixth and seventh paragraphs o-f tho Air'Ministry's 
letter of 24th April (S. 36495/8.6) is i-ilprSoHii'Cable fca>

.p'lJtorpoBes other than reconnaissance. He asla, hoWevgr,-' / 
Si'ii that the arrangements to hold in readlne.3S two bomber tr'aae- ,

5; port aircraft (as reported in the first paragraph of your

fetter under reference) may stand,»
a'.-I-

Prom oonsultations.-Which hav>= ta cen place tn3.

London with the Gov. rner of Kenya and the Senior District!/. , ;^ 
Northern Frontier District (who are.' ;

, nowi-oh. leave) it Is understood that, while there is no •;

CorTnissiont r of the

ianfitihg ground between Moyele and Mandera suitable for 
trbop-carrylng aircraft, communication by lorry between

* Vide No. III. 
r Vldt): i.o. IV'.
^ Vide'‘uo. JI., , •

I .

I-ic- 1I
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I 1<;M'

•l

iS^f'i.

atetions Ig now sufilolently rfitita
^ reliable to pemt of the speeder transport of tros^’

|s^''^V'': ^:^ 't^eatened point.

.'4*"

;

vmi be aa*-eser^’'^o , .
. you after the :r,eoelpt of’ the re'viffea apprpcCfttiVh wrildif" : '

lias .been oa^Ued for.
StX'p' “onour, Sir-^hilip'CtoWe-Lteter

C'

In the meantime, if the ^ilr Cci 
proposes to inform;

Acting Qtvemor - thatVfcto tib Wclcera Victoria mehinel^ 
wiri continue

.1

■ '%■

to be held in readiness against emergency, 
assumed that no financial charge will lie against 

the Government of Kenya.

It is

I am, etc.,

(Signed) L.B. PEEESTON.

1.

•i., ,

SUP**-'s

M.
it'v;-

■fV';
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•■' t.' <»v

j
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V^MinkASK Kl,'?OR/u

'4»^,££
a;- ' rr*-- .V--^

r'

fpom the Secretary eft&ier/eir ' '

Officer Admlnletarlns the
■1& •; ■,'i.-

the Ooloniea to the"■ .'i
Oovernraent

of Khnya.
Vr.Preeaton

82.5.
Mr. Flood 32 
Sir C.Bottonaey 

23 at onoe

Sent 3. so P.iii.83ra May, I935,

Ho.130. Secret.

The aeeumptlon In your eecret 
It haa now been decided

telejjram Ho. 118 la 
that provided no 

arlee Glenday will return 
irill you please ferword'a 

receiving my secret despatch of the 
appreciation asked for In

correct.

unforeseen dovolopraants 
83rd of June "by air. 
as possible after 
21at of May, the

o' ^ £ despatch of the 4th of Kay. 
Iceep mo Informed of any 
neighbourhood of Hole and Lugh.

on the

as soon

my secret 
Qrstoful If you Y/ili also

reports of Italian activities In

litter <to A.M.
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88nd May. ;

Hooolyad 2.SI Ip m ''“y. 'n;u.. ■
Not lie. ■'•■and May. 

^SBume that

liternnent

Soepet. >
*ho exist

sa ’’Osapdod
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other than 
If arrange, ehte bto
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a tat art in 
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l.'f'

J “ ‘ ‘ -S'" a ■‘KENY»,.\vv!if.a-
Government House 

NAIROBI,
KENYA.NO.

April, 1935.^:: .'■

N
3p-.m Tflth reference to Sir Joseph Byrne's 

(^1 despatch.,Secret (2), of the 28th Fehruary on the 
subject of the present situation between Italy and 
Ethiopia, I have the honour to transmit herewith a- 
copy of Notes on a tour in the Northern Frontier 
■District in Februaiy and March by 1^. C.J.J.T. Barton 

extract from the Northern Frontier District

> .

/
and an
Intelligence Report for the month of February.

These papers may he of interest as2
2.

showing the local impressions of the situation, and 
I would suggest that Mr. Olenday, who is now on leave 
in England, should be apprised of their contents.

I have the honour to be.

0.1

o
si:

1 Sir,
Your most obedient, humble servant,

ACTING GOVERNOR.

1

" mjOH THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
am 1>WTT.TR CUKUFEI-LISTER,' P.C. ,G.B.K. ,M.C. ,JC.P. , 

BlCFUSTARy OP STATE BttR TOT COIOMIE8, 
DOINIHG BTRHPT,

v-1

y

LONDON, 1 - - ^
iiv»
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toar tka Itoltow akMU to toianto 
to pWMrt toa 

to toa
to kUa faaaatltor

it tom
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to
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to
to ktoWIttlaa, Zt la atota 
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to too to toa toto
to to laato .a

f
toot 0•ar...

itoir

Mia IlM toto ito itolim
to onto Mtoia 

atmtoZz toM totoito iltoaa la wwtoi to toar 
if toaXtoUato «a ttvaaltoto>,ttto 
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mm Arts ttMOMH, cmmi 
•tmm •rttcwuM 

«r tiOi klai «l«kMt

Rm V«U«7 
taMp itf a ii

a

■■fi
2k tta cawt at

mfaMl lMti« 
lAlipr ma to aowidar a

Rr 2to2jr It mmXit in agr Tlaw, l>e tod
,an aaJdag tto took at

a natoif rlw a towtoqr. I aannot thlnic of •jr
Mfiliwaat aT tUa Celaagr afalto italjr oould naat l»y 
tezrttorlal asuPiDto**

If. immai w otm rangma.
(a) [I la Tlaw at tto aatl-
tonpaaa faoUto In AkfialaU tto Coanl aatod aa If I 

la a vasiUoD to aar ntot aaa too Oaowaaifa poUg^ 
xa^vliag tto araoBatiaii of tto ConaoUto. 1 aald toat
It nald aat ardlaatlly to poaalblo for atandiiv ortora 
to to gii to tola nnaaiiiaat, toat aigr naming fwa tto 
Kialatov at Addla itoto mid to xapaatod to onm, ttot 
too OoBMl mat Jadga tto sltaatlon for htaaolf and toat 
to atopld not rlak toe ling a dalaj tofaro retiring on
topaio. nr. not to delay tooold tto

arlaa.
(k) I tore tto danger
la

U It Italy toyaalala aam to blena It la aapaotod 
that laallaa at tonab. togadU ato Bonn alU 
HPUMV tm ttoaaalaaa ato toalr atoto la Mtlab 

Iwto torn imam alaaadr toi

A tlffSaalt/
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7.

licM tb*x« la tba
af tlM UaraiMB, Bartini, Halnr SallMut and 

SanUs aaakii* nftga wltB tlialr atoak fraa 
itlaa Br tfaa ItaUaM. Osdm Bara alraa^r 
to Mat this iitaatloB IT It arlaai.

Oidag to the aolatUa djaraoilaristtw if 
the ^iOBfill It is probable tliut In the'omit of 
Itallan-Ab/salnlan nr the rarlaua f^caall trlbob nwld 
baaan "llnly”. bat oalng to the TongnlttM Iqr tM 
Itallaaa and 1^ tba SoMlia of the IM taUwib I do 
Mt think luob troabla oaed ha atimladi

Oonarallr, if intORMKt Of TCfa||mr

(a)

r-i

ti

aeaosaary an area, ■dwlwgly naantij ihhe<
»axa blstrlot Sorth t^at of the J«*aKl XH^ «M|d hi i
naad.

V. saannamm.
•irk hM hiCBJi OB fuU aln 

at Hegrala, mtOm mat Islala. the aaradroM «l WajSr 
la itfttitaat. am dlffiaalty n|r ha axparlanied ad
latolo Jftcii «iare ta a took jikt-Wiis fbm amOnm

in the feathiUa,e «Um fMi Mogvla ii
KMdam ohaoU hath be mdr In about a aaadbadafoto

VI.
tlMt the CoaoalaU at daga is 

fawn old and I piopoM andaaronrlaig to 
far rebnlldiiig.

(a) It
If dM 
flat a aMU of

tt ftmltora oflha Coaaol baa no 
Una a dlatinotl/ oanp life, I proposeMad

Hh aoadlilaaa ander ahlchiMtnMtiat an iaow to hio. 
ha ta Ihraad to Un ara hard aad ahoald be aUerlatad

paoaMe.
Ah)
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I vaMnturt ■cnw *41o«rt«4 far
fM- the AaslsUnt

ttMtoat of PoUm at Woftht. Both are Tex7 hailf 
nA It saou that If th^pa atruotaraa mn put up 

^ tho omoara eanMimad fw« looal aatarlal and 
aermcatod inn houi^t at hana inataad of hjr tha Pahllo 
voxlia Deportwut onoh axpanae oa ti'ansport ooold ha 
avoided.

(h
a aMOi haapital and far a 
sanli

ihere is a watoi^horint: aaiiilne and a 
iarga •ount of piping lylnt: derelict at Eli 3ak.
(o)

VII. TW-TCT HTPjfic c*inn.s-
Tteaa are aaall Oahhra oaaala and their

naa la an eaperiaent. Their eaddlea are heavy and are 
thoae ttsad for ouch hlgger anlaala. At preaant I do not 
aMnt the S^lleo ao nountad shoixld he regarded as
effeoUve oanelry.

nn. TBAM.
The following points aroae:-
The Consil Infonei. at that there was a 

cheap carpets, tents, white and khaJtl 
cotton sheeting, earthenware, enaiael

;:oyale alao has a laarfeet

(a)
reedy market for 
drUl, felt hate, 
wan, petrol and sugar at iega.
for ainllar artloleB.

VlMQ the altuatioa iaprovea I iutjpoee
Buhatantlal fin operatlnc•atenoiurlng to Interest some 

at Laat. It ia unllkaly that the Italian trade will
ooMldarahle ttaa. 

Dates ean.
and the Qffioer-in-CherKa,

rsvive for
It appears, be grown at lajlr 

Northern Pnntler Dlatriot, la 
enteanroirlng

(h)
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FRONTIER BISTRICT IHTEIIJOEI'CE 

REPORT FOR Tgg MONTH OP TOBRDARY. 198S.

MOYALE.

Ital.ian-Abyssinian Affairs.

The dispute Between Italian Somaliland and Abyssinia 
is by no means settled.

Reliable information from the Italian side has been 
difficult to obtain since it is known that orders have 
been issued and notices posted threateninc all who apeak 
on the military or political situation, with long terms of 
imprisonment.

Various reports as to arrivals of troops at lugh 
and other developments in that area were received via the 
District Officer Mandera and on 19th February the District 
Commissioner arrived there with the object of paying a 
visit in Lugh in order to return the Hesidente's visit in 
December.

The Italian Authorities showed some hesitation in 
granting the requisite permission until stimulated by a 
wireless message sent to Lugh at our request from their 
new station at Dolo. The visit was eventually paid 
22nd February, when the District Commissioner and the

on

District Officer, accompanied by the Asst.Inspector of 
Police Handera and the Doctor from Moyale, who was over
at ilandera, arrived in Lugh about 12.30 p.ra. leaving

again at 2.50 p.m. after lunch.
Since my last visit in April 1934 there have been 

few noticeable changes. A large camp has been established 
South of the aerodrome site and one or two new houses 
have been built to the right of the wireless station.
The Resldente’s house has been imptfeved and fitted with 
electric light and a very large American electric refri-
gerator, legacies of the King of Italy's visit in Movemher; 
but the electricity supply was unfortunately out of action.

As far
■ ▼
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As far as could be judged our ^rlslt was not partic­

ularly welcome. We were not met at the ferry and no 
attempt was made to show us round Lugh as formerly. Neither 
were any pressing invitations given to prolong our stay 
unduly. Possibly it was an awkward day since our arrival 
apparently coincided with that of the Commissario from 
Oddur and the Colonel 0/C Troops from Baidoa.

The infonnation obtained may be summarised as
follows:-

(1) There were numbers of Europeans, mostly military 
in evidence. Prom ten to fifteen were seen and 
others could be heard in their houses talking and 
playing gramophones.

(2) Signor Stanoari, who used to be the Residente in 
Lugh in 19S2-19SS, has now been posted to Dolo 
and the Station reopened there.

(5) The Commissario mentioned that he was leaving 
for Mogadiscio via Uejit, on the Oddur road, the 
next day in order to meet two of His Majesty's 
troopships which were bringing 3000 men recently 
embarked from Italy. Thus it is probable that 
some of these troops are destined for the Alto- 
Juba Province.

(4) There were several Army lorries in evidence - 
five were actually seen and also some private 
cars.

(5) Troops which were noticed consisted in the main 
of untrained vouths in uniforms and fezs wearing 
the plaid sash of the Benadir regiment. They 
were very young and mostly carried revolvers.
The impression was ga'
last or the people to be called up for military 
service, the older smd fitter natives having 
already been drafted elsewhere.

(6) A new military hospital is being built there and 
a military doctor was in attendance.

(7) About 200 baggage camels, seventy of which had 
been brought In that day by the Eil fak Gurreh, 
were seen.

(8) There were, in comparison with last year, a large 
nailer of bands, but on the other hand no googli 
made their appearance.

(9) There was a small military post under an N.C.O. 
at the point outside Lugh where tha road branches 
for Malka Re and Dolo. The Lugh-8olo road has 
very recently been repaired but 
done on the one to Ualka Re

ined that these were the

no work has been 
since last year.

/do)
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i flO) No attempt has heen made to improve the ferry 
approaches or to build a larger ferry. The 
present one constructed on two iron pontoons 
lust takes one lorry. Actually for military 
purposes against the Abysslnians, there would be 
little point in crossing the river Juba at Lugh 
and then recrossing it on the Bawa at Dolo.
There is another road to Dolo from Lugh North 
of the Juba.

(11) As we departed the Commissario said 
"Well I hope you will come again soon 
be during or after the war?".

From its natural defensive position, enoii^led on 
three sides by the river and the fact that a new military 
hospital is being erected it is possible that the Italians 
will use Lugh as a base in their forthcoming operations. 
Vhelr activity there and in short the whole atmosphere left 
the Impression of a people definitely embarked on a serious 
undertaking wni''t ’S only in its early stages.

Fitaurari Firara in charge of nddo visited ''andera 
or, the !?Srd. -e was veg’ reticent, but appeared to he alive 
to tire Italian preiraraMoris, ’-’e stated that he knew all 
about their "'achine guns and field jins wh.ich he couia hear 
practi^ng across the '^iver at Dolo.

I'nn Wednesday Pi'th February the sound of firing by 
light field guns wa" clearly audible at Nandera from 6 a.m.

t came from the tirectlnn of Dolo. The guns 
were probably the lig.h’ lu-mel ;gins normally used by the 
Italians).

to 6. ft'.

The Fitaurari stated that he had heard that the 
Italians were repairing the road from Dolo North towards 
habashilindi and that they intended to continue it further. 
At pre.sent there are about 20 Abyssinian soldiers posted 
there. ?ut he added that he and.other officials had 
'■eceived strict Instinictions from the Emperor on no account 
to take an;./ action likely to provoke the T+alians. Firarca 
sail that t|,u situation was made ' ucreasi ugly d/rpi,. .it 
since •'he 'talians vere ser''' ug on' '-iciHS •-i thei ■ 'aih,...
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tribesmen and continually inciting thero to raid Abyssinian 
tribes in order to provoke retaliatory measures which might 
be construed into a legitimate pretext for the declaration
of war. Representations made to the Italians only elicited 
the reply that Abyssinian tribesmen were constantly raiding 
and looting in Italian Somaliland and no redress was made 
by the Ethiopian Government,

Meanwhile the Italian Authorities have placed 
prohibitive tax of ten liras on every kilo (about 2% lbs)

a

of tobacco coming ih from Abyssinia and have refused 
to allow buni to be sold. The export :>f «1J .-oods is
likewise prohibited so that the transit tra/ie is at a 
complete standstill. N'o object ior* is hnwever raised to the 
import of stock for sale in Lugh and good prices 
given; but tribesmen nay only export liras in

are

return and
no goods or food.

During the fifteen norths feat T hove bee^ ih this
area, the whole history of the It"lian.-Ab7ssini',-' situation 
immediately to the East and liorth East o"" our border 
beyond Dolo, on the feb Shebelle and furtiier East still
near Gerlogubi. Wardair and Wal Tal h-s bee.n one of 
penetration and aggression by the 'tal 
when driven to it by the Abyssinians. 
has been taken of the undemarcated boundary for 
to be pushed further and further into Ethiopian territory 
and military posts to be established.

However the aggressors have been extremely clever 
in misleading public opinion so that it Is quite probable 
that a certain amount of misplaced sympathy has been 
engendered, in Europe for this civilised nation who while 
trying to administer the Somali tribes peacefully is 
continually subjected to attacks by hordes of undisciplined 
savages having no respect for treaty rights or anything else.

inns n ■ 1 ."psi stance
•very advantage 

roads

St' ■
'f'n
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iH«rom.
. , The District CommissionB? sna^Hedical Officer 
Uoyale visited Handera from 19th to 88rd.

At the beginning of the month the Italian 
Abyssinian situation appeared to be growing worse. The 
Italians in Lugh were reported, on fairly reliable 
authority, to bo t*tng openly of war and expressing 
intention of seizing Labashelindi by force. It was 
estimated that about 5000 troops were concentrated in 
Lugh under a Colonel, and recruiting was being done. All 
strangers were very carefully watched and questioned, and 
many reported to have been detained in prison and made to 
build houses in Lugh. The road from Lugh to Dolo 
repaired and a start made to continue it towards Labashelin- 

Pitaurari Birara visited Handera on 8th instant.
He corroborated the reports about the road to Labashelindi. 

On the 8th and 9th reports were received that 200

i

was

di.

camels had left Dolo for an unknown destination, 
led by 200 Italian troops on

aocompan-

fnot, and followed by about 
400 troops in lorries. This is reported to have occurred
the night after an important European, believed to be 
General, had visited Dolo.

Some troops were seen by a lorry driver, arriving at 
Lugh from Dolo.

During the second half of the month, a more peaceful 
air has prevailed. Traders coming from Lugh stated that 
there was less talk of war, and fewer soldiers in Lugh, 
though recruiting still continued. They could not, however, 
say irtiere the troops had gone to.

The troops at Dolo also decreased, but it is mot 
known where they have gone.

a

The Italians ceased operation on the rpad til
Labashelindi.

0/Trade
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-Um Trade vas serlonsly interfered with ty the Imposi- 
’ tion of duty hy tiie Italians on goods entering Italian 

Somaliland. Eren goods in transit from Mogadiscio not hein 
allowed to pass. The amount of the tar has not been
asjcertained, and although scaie traders waited there for 
5 weeks while the authorities in Lugh telegraphed to 
Mogadiscio, no answer was received, and finally the goods 
were left in Lugh unsold, and apparently unsaleable, and 
the traders returned to Mandera.

It would appear that this is a means of collecting 
stores in Lugh and not really a measure cf taxation.

On the 80th instant, firing of what sounded like 
field guns was heard in the direction of holo. This turned 
out to he only practice hy the Italians.

The District Commissioner ai'uounced his intention 
of calling on the Resldente at Lugh, and on '’'hursday 14th 
T.P. Dakane was sent to Lugh with a letter to the -.esidente 
asking him what date would he convenient. The Tribal 
Policeman did not return until Friday 22nd. He stated that 
he was delayed there hy the Italian Authorities, and was 
very carefully watched all the time.

He was, however, able to obtain some information.
A Shebelle trader, Osman Ar, rto went to Lugh to trade 
about 3 months ago, told the Tribal Policeman that he had 
been imprisoned, and then released but made to build houses

had been sent
' into Northern Frontier District to look at the water
supplies at Malka Marre, De:*ali, Takaba and Moyale to see 
if they were fit places for a station. This report, however^ 
was altered later by other people who say the spies an
trying to find out if we are supplying anas to the 
Abyssinians. .

/On the

i
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m Trade was, seriously interfered with by the imposi­

tion of duty hy the Italians on goods entering Italian 
Somaliland. Even goods in transit from Mogadiscio not hein 
allowed to pass. The amount of the tax has not been 
ascertained, and although some traders waited there for 
5 weeks while the authorities in Lugh telegraphed to 
Mogadiscio, no answer was received, and finally the goods 
were left in Lugh unsold, and apparently unsaleable, and 
the traders returned to Mandera.

It would appear that this is a means of collecting 
stores in Lugh and not really a measure of taxation.

On the 00th instant, firing of what sounded like 
field guns was heard in the direction of Dolo. This turned 
out to be only practice by the Italians.

The District Commissioner announced his intention

r:-

of calling on the Residente at Lugh, and on Thursday 14th 
T.P. Dakane was sent to Lugh with a letter to the Residente 
asking him what date would he convenient. The Tribal 
Policeman did not return until Friday 28nd. He stated that 
he was delayed there by the Italian Authorities, and 
very carefully watched all the time.

He was, however, able to obtain some information,
A Shebelle trader, Osman Ar, who went to Lugh to trade 
about 5 months ago, told the Tribal Policeman that he had' 
been Imprisoned, and then released but made to build houses

was

Lujpi. ,He also told him that many spies had been sent 
Horthem Frontier District to look at the water 

, supplies at Malka Murre, Dei*ali, Takaba and Moyale to see0
•; if they were fit places for a station. This report, hoTCwerj 
was altered later by other people who say the spies 
trying to find out if we are supplying anns to theP.

, Abyssinians.

are
.•V' .
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Wr
On the SPnd instant, the District Commissioner 

'oyale accompanied hy the Medical Officer, Asst.Inspector 
of Police Mandera and the District Officer l^andera, visited 
Lugh. Many soldiers were seen, and there were signs of 
consideratile military activity.

On 25th, a Gurre Kurre spy retiimed from Colo.
He stated that both sides were ready to fight and there 
were many Italians there although some had gone, ’tg g^w 
three Italian machine guns and six Europeans. He also heard 
that Dejajme.ch Hasih had crossed the river Webb with 300 
men at Ginir and was said to be going towards Yed. This had 
caused considerable anxiety among the Italians. He further 
stated that the feeling at Dolo was still verj^ tense and a 
chance shot might start a Tattle.

Owing to the vigilance and threats of the Ttali‘-ns, 
it is now ver;/ difflailt to get reliable news, and traders 
have to be relied to get infnrm.ation.

During the mo'th, the Ahysninians have r“n»ined 
quiet, but are recruiting.

I

X y X

miscellaneous.
Wailr. Messrs. Felix Stommer and Francois Uher, 

newspaper reporters from Prague, have recently toured 
through Eritrea and Italian Somaliland.

They report that they experienced some difficulty 
and delay in Italian Somaliland owing to mohilizatlon.
They further report that some 84,000 regular troops and 
5,000 Fascists irregular volunteers have arrived and that 
General Graziani is on liis way to assume command. They 
witnessed the arrival of 600 Arab reorufts from the Yemen,

. I ,

3 who
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who hadheen shipped from Aden. 
Italians talked freely of

They stated that ail the
war witli Abyssinia, and the

general impression appeared to'be that tlie main attack 
would be launched from Eritrea and that a subsidiary
attack only would be made from Italian Somaliland. 
They added that the Italians were not yet fully prepared
to commence hostilities end they did not think that an
issue would he forced for another month.

They gathered from the 1+aliens that owing to the
difficulties of the country it was anticipated that the 
war would last from one to two years.
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Oonerol r.tafi: Appreolation oi' tlfa italo-Ktuioplaa 
situation on Hay 13^,: |.955. **

SsfarenoB. Skatoh Hap a.

1, The military mefisuroB 
the last three months, taken in 
fliplomatlo oonyeraatlonn between 
Itcllnn ymbaeay lead almoat Inevitably 
Italy IntondB to imaartoke larite-ooale

ourrlecl out In Italy iurlne 
oonjunotlon with recent 
the Fore Ifni Offloe and the 

to the ooneliiBlon that 
military operations

same time to

<i strenGth that oo.'unltraentb In 
j.thlorla will not inatorinlly weaken the foroen whloh oho 
oouia put in the rioia in Tturope, at any rate in tho near 
future.

osulnst Ethiopln In the near future, and ut the 
keep her home army nt such

UltjiniQto lima ■

There Beoim-. little doubt that 
Italian acGresalon in Ethiopia la the 
territory which would link tof^otlier her

2.
the ultimate aim of 

aociulaitlon of a 
two eyistlnc East 

--frlosn Colonloa, inoi-BOBe their ooonomlo posslhllltloa and
provide an outlet for 
oo to enlarce unii onrloh her 
be a creat sntlafQotlnn to lier 
Her Immediate nhient.

a jiroportlnn of her aurpluo population, 
onronlra poooaooions would also 
amour propre as a nrout Power.

3- t-a for the Immodl'ite intentions of 
apjiear to be two poool blJ.i t j oa .

(a) .'n adyanoe from !:omnlla may bo i)ropooed with a

view to the noijulaition of the south euatern lowlands of

j.ttily, there

Bthlopia, whioh ura oonquerod territory Inhabited by various 
Somali tribes ond not by true Bthioplahs. The oooupatlon ofg

. -/
thta /

£’
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tillB area ooaia be seoured at oomparatlvely amall oo8t« 
slnoa It la unlikely that the Ethiopian nation ea a ?diola 
would rlee in Ita dafenoe. It would aeouro for Italy the 
upper WBtera of the Pafan, v;ebbe nhibell and Juba Hlvero, 
whloh are adaptable to Irrigation nohemoa for the benefit of

r>oinalla« and it would ohow on the map a Don'lldernbla griln In 
territory whloh might satisfy the pride of moot of the 

It oeems unlikely howevar that l^aaor 
tSiosollnl would bo oontont with cuoh a limited objeotlve.

At tho best, the return on o^endlture woiild be omll, md 
even If it wao advertlBod no only ■. prplimlnr.ry move, the 
more intelllcont of tho poopiO, with whom tho ^idvonturc Is 
already unpopular, mlcht be only too roL.rt;.' to brand It no a 
failure, with oonootiuent lous of preatlyi. to tho regime. 
fJoroovor, if 'Ignor I'tiosolliii reo-ily bellevo.o, aa ho profeoses 
to do, that the Japanooe ond tho Germano havo deaigna on 
Ethiopia, he oannot afford to rink waiting.

(b) It therefore ueec::. moro probable that u Cull-aoQlo 
attaok from both Jolpnlau in iateiiclad, T7lth the ob,1oot of

Itellon people.

aonulrlnc oompleto ooatrol ovor "thlopln. 
of the foroes oonoantrating In etsoh of those Golonleo mu:; aato” * 
that this io the Intention.

• loreoTor the else

: uboequentiy the oountry ralrht bo 
either governed dlrootly by Italy, a oourso whloh would bo
more In kaoping with tho Pasolst spirit and with Italittn 
praotioe In Libya; or It might bo turned into c close 
proteotorato by tho setting up of a puppet Emperor ruling 
with Italian support, ae has been done by tho i'renoh In

It Is doubtful however in view of tho Ethiopian 
temporomBnt whether this would ho praotlonblo. In either 
ease a large Italian garrison would be naoeosapy.

lloroooo.

Considerations /
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Conal^daratlontL QirfeQtlni^^ tho. attainment or thooo nb.leot.ia*

TerrcilE*

Tile terrain in hiGhland Ethioiilt-. la extremely 
diffioult for milltGry oporatlona»

4.
it oonaleta ‘of a nnss 

of rucBod mountain rid;^o anparated by Seep y; llo-i with

praolpltouD r.iaoH, moot yf nhioh run eaet 
on/Jloo to th"; line of - .S.v.nt; i I'ror. rlt.ra .

Boaroe 1010 at bom irt 11? r.piy roj- p .ok n -laiiort ^ 
alllt'a'y opera? iMiri 'i.-l a If j.-.-a -i oalu it -1 1 ibtl'iil il 
road "oulfL bo of 'iud-i -iBi- o:.oo; r, '.lie Klatni'l'; lln;; -iJ. rdv iioe 
throuf-l' ■ l.'f’ot-i’-ik-aie-'-afpiuj.a tr ','opj,o;i !;.■ tlr. ' rii i'l! 

f;outo on ' kototi-T p

V'!Gt -J, rlfUt
»' rra.nku are

■;:s^ or

in iBftU

5. In t,h‘' aouth-c intern i.'v’l nia f,n ■ •Oi .-iti-y annsl’to

of open Lloaort oorub-lrmf^ rih-.irr. r Un-ho- f;

:xaa .? Ir; jy. -isi, hoo.ui's t-r* '.ifa 1 vetuole" ..ac*.

■f lOi- f. II J' f

batpeon.
r

lorrloi 0; [1 .ora ' bout Imonl, rvUera . t. 1:: Int'irfBOote-,.

by tiireo uaia rlv.ro, 1 .a, .'abbr h’hoil i ■ iuba, ii ' ’.e

Talleyo ai’o \ or, 'uill0"..i.tliv rr i tr or itrlnker.. 'iinrrifioiii'f'

the hli;hiu/vl;; bow', j’-far, . itti,' i.-' :aoru ;ilo:if-'.j.'ul

rait.i' .'Oil afitabllfilio frii'and vepiatation in ji'yriofi'■

kr.'.to r on Kotali-y'.iji. .exlot .In tlu.o .re...

6. .. ooun'la .-.ortli 1'.ntira. r.UaCna other t.r :m.

strip of loP rrou-ori ivhloh ii 0 Ito b'luo nn i.iie oo-niit fron 
/.DBab to -Jibuti : nu nma up In 0 point tor irdo Adia /bebn. 
IhlB huB the Jibuti - '-Adlo '.babe. Jo.lltrn,-' on itpi aouther.oj. 
flank and the . osnb - Beosye route on itr- northern. The

country Is mainly rolonnio and wnterleso, but If offers a 
liulok and oomparatIvely easy route for Jirl*t motor transport

(Route 0 on r;kotoh-n»p!.into the hoa^t of Kthlopla.

Qlloate /
r V> ,

i;
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7. In the northern hij^iirmac 
Wnltahle for white settlers

the olljn;ji,e In fjeneruily 
iiulni? tho iLilriH, 

aaavy mlnn boclr. In 
ynrlnr, this 

rnrt iMiilitar.T

anil, exoo))'

Is neither unpleaonnt nor imhoal',h^^. 
May ana oontlnue iintll the onil or aptcmbor ,
period movomant or any oart In dirriou., t,, 
oparatlone well-nlph ImponBlblo. 
are ar'reoted by heayy mlsli' -.nr; olouit.

'Ir opori'tlonn In partioolar

D. The oonntry In t.lio 
is unsultoblo i’oi. white nettlorc. 
la uoldom imTlt for

eaateni ; nd nouthom lowlands 
hut on the other hand

inllltt-ry oporatlon ■ 
lo only rrora two to ten jnohoe,

I'.prll and .'iKtuot, :.n'l ; rovjlad nuU lt

j'he annual rnlnrull

■■noat o;. nhluii aoeurH between

'loeri.tlpnnii- •rn ourrled
out raothoaiTiliy n-lth ...'uieoM when tho o 
ooueinn ir no bare

in in bud. tiiy ruiri.y 
Tho ohier llmitini J aotoi ia tho inoTisonn, 

ntoroi) , 'ill’llcultwhloh .Take;, -iio Inn’lin.; ol trnopo on.I ind
(iB-noeroua oour-itlnn from .'iay t,)

ayailable 'ure
Inoo the rori,;;

upon r-)nnat!>.',i..; waoni l.j.’.m,: h.-o te bo oarrlod

out by aeijnn or liijhtorB.

9- Ethiopian I'nriiea.

The 'inned fnroeti oi M-lIopl;. oonolut or l!r;;virl. 1

i’Vovl; .li'i.l roctii'ir tr-ioj.j - 
about 90,0OU utrom;; um thr t.rlbuj. li'-. ton, whloh raiT; the

troops - 00108 5>j,0 ... In 'riuib'ij;

ohier allit iry etrortrtli nl' tlr; oonntry and are oetirnaterl to 
amount to over 600,00ii in u.i.l, -Tn ireiorol no hlcher 
orcanizotlon then tho oompany erlntn cma: the retulnr troops. 
The tribal levleo are orcfuilzad antirelv on u reudal bnals, 
eaoh ohier brlnelnh' a rjontln;jent vhi oti ovieo allo/;lunoe tn him

alone. There Is no stoTr^ oo.omand be.l in exei’oioed throayh

provlnolal/

..to-.’...



1^0. •

provlnolal Govemora ("Rases") who 
of their proTlnoes.

onntrol itie l,rltial ohlofs 
Ro sRmlnlstrative serTiuus exist, soeh

man helng raeponolhlo for brlnt.lnt; hia rrii-.nrj „n Uin 
animal, though aoniB attempts

nvm -aox

are no'^’r bein'’ to

eotehlish a system of maeaBlnes f,,r s.ippl, nsDojoe. 
eBtlmntea that owing to thaoo deflolenoiis 
ana aiiralnlotratlTo arran^-cnijnto, Win lor,-■ i, r

yt in

Ip or,-.nliutlnn

■ r-Ki rJilaJi

oouia possibly bo oonoentratofl fni b-.'',i; 
is 150,000;

for moro then c few <1.s.ya.

■ 'I • iVyf p'lo front

nor oould n>ioli oonoeotrstlrT,- bs ratMncn Jntrot

10. The rariaar tronp.-, hs.Te 
rtokos mortnro, on-l a

j.'orv ■ itl 'f nk (-una md.
f'.ir .'I’uaber ',1' . \i wenpono of

nervloeabld artillery ismany typso. :■( utloolly non-
exlotont. Foarl,v overy rrm In tho oonnti-y /''^onccnoo a rifle

bnt it .to ostlmatod tJiot only obout jC ,0''0 
rifles of differcint mokss .pro fit for tioryloo.

of some oort.

o.nl it Ij r.ot

unoommon for a rll'lemiri to oor.j immisiitlon ,vhloh doou not 
fit his weapon. I'ho ithloplans iro In pnru-jsnion of about 
a doson alroraft, but owing to laok of pilots laia Inufflolent

mnintenanoo this rodlmontfiry air 
yalue.

-jroo lo of little military

11. The flthloplun Is. 
leadership In general Is vos-y bad.

fine a tui-.j fljjiter but

The lovlee ure entirely

untrained ond undlsolpiluod. nd t.J,u rc.s 1 ir troops are 
little better, eioept oertaln portlonn of tho Imperlol
regular troops whioh have boon trulnyu by UalElon and 
Swedish mlgoions iind uro reported to have 
degree of effiolonoy and ooJioslon.

reaohod a oertaln 
These mlseiona haye laid 

muoh stress on guerilla taotlos, but suoh methods are foreign

to /

■I
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to the Kthlopion w^nse traditional taotloo are those of the 
It is probable, 

rrmy with modern oouipmant would
attack In moos In Uio BorviEh style. 
therefore, that q nuropoan
have an easy suooese in any pltoiied but':le dnrinj; the early 
BtagBs of a oampalGn bafore the Kthioplano hud laanat by

experienoa ta axplolt the i oselbllltlea or ,p.erUlr. tuotloa. 
(for details or the iithloplun roroeu. oet' . yponflix / .}
12. Italian loroan,.

i'o Oppose these rcroee the Itnllana, 
aatlraatod, will oonoantrate in ilrJ.trun 
native

It lo

one nlilte a ml one 
oorpa (aaoh or two <UvlDion:il, f'-lvlnp: toiul

Btrlklnc; force of oome bc,uC, rinhtinr 
one mixed oorpa oonolatlnip of one i.lm.e

men; In nmallo.

' t. "ne not Its

dlvlolon, malclnc a atrlklnf: ioroe or ooiue a ,t00 combatant 
h. of C. and labour tior.po, wh> oe oi/inbarB will betroopo.

oonalderablo, will be added tn onoh colony, 
be provided with the latent i.'uropuo 
Inoludlne armoured flghtlin; vehlolou, 
by a powerful ulr force.

Both forces will

m annaiDont und eciulpmentj 
md will be supported 

^etallo :iJ: the troops ure t’-ivan iu 
It In unllhel.v thr.t imioh Inrner foroeo than 

those now be in, ; oonoentrnted by Uie Itoliuna could usefully 
be eiBployed in the first Inetonoe

Appendix B.

Ml iisoDuri!. ui the

administrative dirrioultieo Involved.
13. It la Intereatlnc, porhupo, to compare the I'oroee

employed In prevlouo oumpalcno aculnst the 'Ithlopluns , 
Napier In t068 had a total force of 14,000 flditlnc

He was, however, only

men

Including his L. of C. troops.
opposed by the King of Tlgre \,lth about /,Oou, und not by 
the whole nation. The Italians at /duo had total Htrength

of 14.519 rifles.

Id , /
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Tbs morale or the EthloplBno 1b nicht although the

Soperor baring more knowledge or European reacuroea, le 
probably an exception to thlo etateraent. In general they

reel oonTldent that, haring dareated the Itullane onoe, they

can do It again*
I The national morale or the Xtallrin la more 

dirrioult to oeaeBs: their new round national pride and the 
desire to wipe out the atlgma or /.dun, are no doubt potent 
faotorB. On the other hand, the j.tnllan line t. kindly nat'ire 
and is devoted to ramlly lire. In deronoe ol' the Brenner he 
would right to the last man, but oolonlnl ^■.dTentlIre, thoutjh 
Bttraotlre In theory, la not oo nttrnotlve wlien It eomea 
nearer home und touohea the dully lire ol the ranaoea. nmall, 
but unmistakable alomo or the unpopularity of the oampalgh 
among the regular army are already evident. This Is

15.

probably the reason £or the large number or Blaokohlrto 
enlisted, slnoe they oonalst mainly or "tough" young men who 

For good nr ovll, however. It fippeare that 
Signor l&isBollnl hue oet hlo heart on this adventure, In 
aplte or the peoelmlotlo epproolatlono ol' the general ataTf 
end or eoonomlste•

are out ol’ work.

Given a (lulok :md brilliant aueoesa, hie 
A rallura, however, or oven a barren 

Buooees might possibly cause the oollupoo or the regime, 
thlo reason the ooaipalgn will oortnlnly reoeive the rull

stook will soar.

Per

support or the home govonunent and no reaeonoble demand rrom

Herein Ilea the 
dirrerenoe rrom the Adua oanyialgn or 40 yearu ago.

Ao regarda the Italian army In the rield, their 
Commender-ln-Cbler Is Qeneral do Bono, an old oolonlai 
Boldler-admlnlstrator. who Is supported by an excellent ntarr.

the theatre oT ?>er will be rerused.

16.
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and 1b well oQlculated to Inojilre hlo troopo with oonfidenoe. 
On the northern front, however, the llffloult country which 
Is unfavourable to the employment of ouperlor armament, 
emd the proximity of the ,111-fntod field of Adun may well 
cause the morale of the Britroo Army to ba laao hlch than 
that of the Comalla Corpo, which In led by tiis redoubtable 
General Grazlonl with u brilliant record of uiiooes in 
olmllar operations In north 'ifrlotr.

Boonomlo I'actore.

-thlopi’i iino no rirnio fnotnrles of her own and 
la In a very dioadrmtu'teoua pooltlni J'oi r 1 ir,,; fiindo 
to Import forelcn munitions, ulnae lii • weai.' li of the 
oountry nt present lioii In ai.'rioullurol pro'Uioto . 1,‘

any ouou, haviiip: no portu of her own, her ^arll’ce uu, .>iloa 
are at the tseroy of Italy, Great nritain i': .''mioe.

Italy'a eventual ejonoralj looultlon Inoka 
dloaBtrouu, but thunicu to recent f Inunol." i Iona,

17.

18,

oha can for tlio moment, mid for uoii-- time to oome, obtain 
Buffiolent credit abrorl In buy ni. 1 the row j teiluis for 
Bunitlcnu whloli che neuda. I'he other oxi.urioeo ouuh ua 
pay, ahippliii;, bunding: lottorl■ilu, cite, can, no In the

paat, be mot by intorr.nl lo.,n.o Junt ; o lony lu the nation

oontlnuea to have oonfidenoe in the lira or. In ether 
words. In the rotilme. liwod 1m, however, noeoaocry 
slnoe the Boat African adventure up Mil the end of

iiaroh hno already boen offloinlly admitted os coatlnfi 
375 million lire (rouchly f&J million at preaent rate 
of exdhenes), end if the troopa which have been called 
up bn the home front to replace dlvlelone sent to Bast 
Afrtoa art takon Into oeaoimtt protioliljr. a groCte daal 
more*

' I:: u fan



ona IB well oaloulatsd to Inspire hlo troops with oonfldenoe-
■On the northern front, howBTer, the aiffloult country which- 
Is unfavourable to the employment of superior armament, 
and the proximity of the,Ill-fated field of Mnn may well 
cause the morale of the Eritrea Army to bs leao hlfjh thon 
that of the Eomalla Gorpo, which la led by the redoubtable 
General Grazlanl with a brilliant record of auooes In 
olmllar operations in Worth Africa.

Eoonomio Factors.

Ethiopia hati no ornyi faotorleB of her own ana 
is In 11 very dlonavantu'jeouB pooltioi. I 'jr r i fonr;-.i 
to Import forelcn niunltlonG, ulnoe 'ir- veai’h of the 
country nt present lloo in aj;rlonltnr' i prooiioto . i/.

any gaao, havlUii no porta of her own, hei oar’.l.-vo ri, ,lleo

17-

are at the meroy of Italy, G.rent njllaiu .'i Jioe.

i8. Italy's eventual ejononlj ,.oult.il^^ i'l.Ko 
dlsaetronu, but thiinJco to reoont rin.inol'') rerui'itions. 
she oon for tlio moment, arid for solv, time tn aome, obtulii 
sufficient orodlt abro .a to Juy nl i the ro.-r -j teilais for 
munitlono whioli Lho neods. the ntJier oXi-uratet auoh ao 
pay, shipplnc, bulldln:; ireiterl-ao, o'i,u. can, us in the

past, be met by intor- a lo. no ,Jur;t -,o Ion .!.■ tho nation

Dontlnues to have oonflcleiioe in the lira or. In other 
words, in the reclico . 'ijeoil l i, hooover, nooossQry 
sinoo the East Afrlocn udventurc up tin the end of

Ilaroh has already boen offloially admitted as oostlns 
375 million lire (rouchly £6^ million at present rate 
of exdianse), end if the troops which have been called 
up dn the home front to replaoe divisions sent to Bast 
dfrioB an tticen into oooount, probably a great dsal 
aors.

i
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9-OOURCBS OPBtf'TO DQgH ::3;TtF.r'.. ^

19° Stbloplo.

The Ettaloplotto oan either mnJa 3U^ oonoeaelone to
Italy as will natlsfy her without Ilchtln,":, 
her demanclB by roroe.

or they oan reelst

It Is pooulblc that the >'4njp0ror, iviio 
mlnht be wilunr- to oonciderrealltao the odAo aj^nlniit him, 

former oource
the

, but hlD own poBltinn wit 1 the bl.; iiuoo., jj, .0 
Inoeouro that he would lose hlr, ttu-ono a ^ ir i.a yielded.
In any oaao v/ould Jtnll;m nppotltCi ones whottoit, over be 

i'he ahloplano, theroi'ora, have .■aatloflod V
ipiiurantly no

altomatlvo but t-^ rifd-t, and oU tho 1 formation 
PolntB to their leudlnesa to do

ayullable
I la oxtroaoly ioubtful, 

-'-ran ;ied to ivii.,.v tho arlTloe 
ni n • .-Ilia tootlor .

liO .
howeyer, .vhethor they .vm be ■ 
or their forol(Ti adyl 
seora;; e- ery arob.abllli.v tha' 
l.r atronoth on one or both rrd.t,- to 
and aeeic to aettlu 
battle .
Initial dlRaster lor them 
20. Italy.

.’■or ■ There
■lie Ihlnt [o.n nrn;.y v/Ul ^Bser.ible

01 O;,., ^n.y It', lion adyanoe.

xooounte with the Inri-ier:. In c. pltohed 
Their raadlnc ol the hlotory u •' l-.i :,T.i,v well Dpell

The It ail ana 
Dlinuitnneouoii or on a tliiied pr 
the As sab

or adTfinoe iiulnr hJ'dily .-anoll 
(a) An adTunae Irnm .m-

0!J1 Oil-' noa rro:r ono or both oolonleB

Tho’; -.ilao employ 
. I ir .n additional line

("T' .m.ie.

'eau.vH route I :oute

r nr cat;

(.'a>u -u h ' J■ ! 1

. n ndyonoo rrnra om",lla oan b 
General Grazlanl la ready, 
out with cuoti P'luoee aa looai ralno may ImpoBo.

jtarted .aa aor'h r.a

proYidert It n [nothoilioally onrrled 
It would

meet oppooUlon rrom the werJe r:thloplan loroes 
Italians, but when these hud been 
through dgaden r email

now I'aolng the 
overo ime would continue 

oountry until the roothldls oT the Harar

range /
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xo.
range were .aaohed. Thu O'uflen . :;niat( probably not

iriy !io In ibiu opon 
aliV^o-l; to give 

if jJc -infl. ill the uution

offer any j irlout: oppnoltlon, aru'i in

oOTUitr.T uny oonoontratlnn iviiloh tim

battle Houi L bo very niliior.ibli; tu 
of iin army niulppea with moior.n ivafi,. .n- . 
advnnoo wou .rt bo raoet dlaturbln 
hlj anoeiiti" d provlmie inl the

Ithouiji -niuii an 
..’.ijorrif, .’In'ie Jiarar lo

-i-A'Ol.; ■hieh no u i'iV.'f his 
I)6rGonu;U r-rorniLUp it, v/ouM bo or lirrra to tho

rthiojrl: n .-cnia oaj. t i.lnly

.'.I;,'- .L'oi-i:h liict) fjii.

Ilov^rtneloji .. in viov' oj; gJio v-

‘.o 1JV'

-■T' :

northam ob u^triino.

bo mo3t imi J'.el.v tt' iv.: ::rnn7i(l t o I’ii bt a

ICO ''n.i it ;l07if ni-a

tiiu i, it io imlixuly Uir-t 'J„:c iru-.i '-/cor.I b©

^Tithin stri :ln;: rfiotanoe ol v Jn i r.oe;-

tilQG oi' , ‘Itu s.

fjinniltnneou ly by thi^

>ix .;noi:r-, rr-o'o the

. 'ill© nrlT; ooo /.'n I i. : -.■•nl-'. oiy V.-;Ke

nlib© : hibej.-l t aoutr' ..o2'; .uut aorouii from 
'Jcl V.'al - Tlor.'ubl To tn© ijppcjr i'-.I'i ji ^;riuno .j.l-.U

;

Bubsiidlary lolmm'i inlilit .;.iu .t.hvo by Iho .fubii Uioute l!.}.)- 
imrln;; thla udvanoe, Mio oout In toll in il.veu nhoulit bo uiaali 
though oolu siG movlni; by tiio l ivurn might have u hi,;!,, ■ ioh-roli

from favor.

(b) A ._jj4yiirijio__i£ara_,iriiiioa vHoute . 
A . a<lvnr;.)e froi;i .rltrc. •'OriiOM tho motmtain rldjjoo 

of Ethiopia proBonto ciroat military uifliunities an.i nupilrea 
a highly or -anlaed L. of c. uyiitoiL uol^l.ad it. 
evldenoo th t the Ittilliino uru no>7 v/orking I'uverlahly on the

Thex-e i.

produotlon f suob q jystenio ooon as trie italitin forces 
orosa the f -ontler tboy .vould probably be copoued by tho 
greater par of the /Ethiopian nation» vJk ‘'v-llJinM would

lose 000^ 9; the advantofteo du© to nupei jo 
country, bu if, qb Hooma probable, (vM- naraa ii) the

.rm‘‘fnenT in this

Ethiopian /

d
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Btblopian Aiaiy oonoontrutoe to . ivo Ot.ttlf tiio Itulicna will 
Have an ORPCrFtimltjr, 80 rare in thl: fora of warinre, of 
obtaining ^ufbli:, and par&apL IboJoiv.j, viotory. 
tne Issue in a pitOheA battle be in loubt,, 
to nlTo Information and to r.ttoolt

17or::houlr3

lt3i 'ilr foroae

ho -thioi .'. I.. !:i..asBS wltb

bomb -.nl maoh.lna»(Tun; ana r.ltli thr- mperl j- WB-ipono 'mi.

dlBolpllne of the Atullrui .’.rin.y, it 1 , h'lr:' to on.? (inu tile

itullimj oral fall to . -.In the i otr. . :o3'u'it of the

iJthloplans woula nlmoat oertririty Is 1 to oJi .o:; 'tr l rrobabl.e

to olvll far, whiofi uUrht i:lyo tUo .'-t-..li:Ji ■ tl'olr

opportunity to rrlr. oontrol of tu- . vunt r.y.

u,- r. edyrme from ArvO 'O urorr .'oiito 'C' Mouia

be ourrlod nut l.T o highly mobile riKjalr n; rar f rue, and. If-

oorreetly timef mlnht hnya luniUdBi Oj.. B.Cfem. of iOthloplai.

It nouifl not be o.ruotiyob. a, ho 'n.,orj to employraori.lo.

.!n.ythln.r but Gomporotlvol.,^ email loroBL; ou thl.'' lino, owlr.,-

to tiia phyolera •! 11X1 ou.lt lee .
21. Air .'.otloiie

I'rom the banlnnliii o.f iKuitlllti'io .tailari ..Ir i'oroBe

are likely to pi '..v ''-n important ri It ■ .'.imrt from thoir

oo-oporntlon ylth th'i ad'-lu-ioo fi-r'.. omnllr -.iaii .irltroa v;hloh 
hue olrooity beon louoIibI uiJtn, vhn.'," 01:1 t'l- OLiUioyerti- 

To 3.1.03eralii to propacTnlu

(b) To ■itrllco at oonoonti.'..tjon.'- out. 01 ronoli of tlia 
nrmleo.

(0) Tn oyerawe the Inhabitants by iittuokE on Importunt 
oentree.

22 By their propaganda the Itnliano may oeek to aovt 
aiBsonaion among the Rases nnfl partloulnrly to undermine ouoh

They will endeavour toloyalty as they oweto the aaperor. 
make it olenr that Italy hai) no quarrel with the EthiopianI



,7''' %£.7
»-S,:-;..

is
; Seoplo ml that tor OJM. tealM ea. 

Ethiopia nadar good goTormnont ahlob th > 
failed to proTlle.

«. -
a fro* and united 
lanperor has al^elly 

a not
Q relatively p ,or and undeveloped

51’Si’’'.

She lure of the li -a may play
Unlniportant part in suoh
eountry. .1
25* She power of air foroea to at -Ike at oonoentratlone i
out of reaoh of the annlee will, require to be 
Judgment o
small oonoontratlono, 
the formatloi: of larger oonoantrntlono

noed with
It may be Inadvlaaile to et ike ^.t relatively

OB Buoh action ml ht mllitote against
'^ferln^ a more ...

vulnerable t-.rget ond prgylfllnK that mu h-oought 
In'thlB form of warfare of otrlklug 
In pirsiut the It aion air forges will .

opportunity . 
a r ally deolslvo blow, 

nre a particularly '

>

Important role to ploy. .r

24* A Btill more dlffloi.lt daoiol n for the Italians 
will bo tho ajEter.t to whloli it will be 
Initiate air attaoka ixpedlant to

on oentroa of Impo, t.inos. 
on Addis Ababa might wall caarupt the T. hloplon

Air nttaoko

govetTJDeat. 
whloh suohbut on tha other hand thr 'msualtlao to neutrals

attaoka might oa.joe might, load to awkmi a oomplioatloua. 
Thraats of heavy air attack,', on other o ■nti'eo of Importanoe

suoh as Harar might well ploy oxi import ,nt part In inducing 
certain of the Raoeo to ooras to terms. A5lut the oxpadlanoy 
or otherwiae of aotually oarrylng out r loh threate would
depend upon whether lit tha time they v.o IQ be more likely to , 
eow or to exasperate those against whom they wore directed.
25* Poreoaat of Probable Or,nr«w nf oner .tlon

Taking all the above factors nto aonsideratlon, 
the following is the most likely oouroe of tb^l^l^rationB t- |

' ' ' ' '■*'"1
C
i

(a) /

Ch

.'.y

ii
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• -^3.., : Peo^^li that Her one desire Is ts ee. a free and united ' 
Ethiopia under good Eovamment whloh th Itaperor has slenally 

She lure of the 11 -a may play a notfailed to proTlde, 
unlntportaat part In su«b 
country.

a relatively p )or and undeveloped

23. She power of air foroes to St -Ike at oonoehtratlone 
to be used with Sout of reaob of the armies will require 

Judgment. It may bo InadTloablo to st ifco i.t relatival ’̂ 
small oonoontratlono, cs suoh action ml ht mllltats ngolnat 
the formation of larger oonoantrotlonc fferln;; o more

vulnerable target and prgylftlng that mi opportunity
in "this form of warfare of atrlklnc a r ally deolnivs blow. 
In pursuit the Italian air forces will re ■ particularly
Important role to play.

24. A Still more aifrioult daolsl n :C,o: the Italians 
will he tho aktent to whldi It win 
initiate air attaoko

*)e xpedlent to

on oentrec of l.nj-o t t.nce. 
on Addle Ataba might wall clarupt the i; hioplnn government, 
but on the other hsmrl thr or.oualtiaf) 
attaokc might oauoe might lend to awkwo ■■

ir r.ttuoko

to neutralB whlci. snob

ooi''.i)lioationi;»•V.

Shreute of heavy air attacks on other u nti-oe. of lim)ortaTioo
suoh as Harar might well play cm Impart .nt p.irt In Induolnc 
oortaln of the Rases to corns to tarma. iut the expediency 
or otherwise of aotually oairylng out a .oh tlireate would

depend upon whether at tho time they vro Id be more likely to 
oow or to exasperate those ogalnat whom they were dlreoted. 

ot Prot^able Gourds nf Qpsr tlons.25. Forfits&nli

Taking all the above factors nto oonslderatlon, 
the following is the most likely oouroe of the operations

(a) /

i ^
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15.
(a) to soon aa Cenaral Graalanl Is ready, ai;id in a^ oase 

not later tlian mld-Anguet, the Somalia Corps will start
on a metliodlsal advenoe with tbo line of foot-hills 
sdhtb of the Harar ridge as the ohjsotive.' The adrunoe 
will he oarried out at no great oost und he will enonre 
the good hahaTiour of the Ogaden behind him either by 
ezenplary severity or by porohaalng their alleglanee^^

(b) Meanwhile, air operations on the linos auggestod in
paragraphs 21 - 24 will be initiated, ooiumuni oat ions in 
Eritrea will oontinuo to be improved, and the Eritrea irny
will move to oonoentration arans.

(o) About the end of Eoptombor the )5ritrea Army will odvanoe 
on Adigrat and possibly Adua, while the r<omalla Corps 
continues its advnnoe on the Harar ridge itself, with 
objsotives Harar and the Addle Ababa RallwE^. ^

(d) These operatlone might bo aoeompanisd by a raid of o highly 
mobile force from tosab on Deseye and the railway.

(a) The Ethiopians will give battle on both frcmts and in eaoh 
case a deoislve viotory for the Italiano should reault,

(f) After defeat in a pitohed battle the Ethiopian foroee are 
llhely to dlalntegrata, eeoh Roa playing, his own gaum.
Soma would seek to gain the Emperor's throne, others would 
try and oostpoond with the Italians, and others would 
oontinus to oppose the Invadera in guerilla warfare.

26. Subsanuant Davelnomanta.
' Beyond the Initial defeat of the Ethiopian foroes it
Is Imposslhle to forecast the oourso of events in any detail, 
Blnoe the factors are far too imponderable,nor does the study 

- -of previous oolonial wara give any true parallal. Asaumihg, 
howoTer, that Italy is abla to follow up her Initial suoaeasea.

-1

^ .
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m
nan and resouroea would ?.• M 

s^raro for aoma time, whils tbe country was being bronj^t

Jtoy dlTidendB that migUt aoome from tbe oonciuoBt 
of BtUopla would be Tory slow in nMterialiaing tma on

it is oertain tbdt tbe drain of

oontTol.

enoimoua amount of money and labour would hare to be 
onsployed -bofore Italy would have anything to show for the 
expenditure incurred* She would undoubtedly aalca the m'oat
atronuoua efforts to prevent this drain from adversely 
affecting her strength in Europe. At the best, however,
owing to the magnitude of the toah, there r/oula inevitably be 
great dlotraotlon of effort und consequent diminution of foroo
on the European front shioh might hL.ve serious reperoiisaiona 
on the Contingent. At the worst the long strain of the 
operations in East Africa and the subsequent paoifloation 
of the country might oause the disaetroua history of Spain in 
Mbroooo to he repeated in the oase of Italy. There have been
instanoea-ln past Italian history of sudden reactions 
oolonlal adventure, and if the prloe of ooloniaatlon

against

seems

too high a sudden revulsion of popular feeling might 
whlob would probably involve the oollapse of

set in

the present regime.

Bffeot of Italian operations on British

27. Aa an epilogue to this paper it aeame neoessary to 
omeider in what ways Italian aggression In Ethiopia is likely 
to affeot our problem of Imperial defence.
28. Apart from the reaotiona in Europe including the 
diaaatroua result whioli war between two members will have on 
the Imagae of Nations, and the politloal oomplioatlons that an
Italian kloakada in the Red Sea may bring about, there will

4 ■

alao /
fe m
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•180 IneTltably tw 
borders of tba 
roBponslblo.

(a) Inourslon

.15.
raperousslons aiaongat tbs tribe, 

neighbouring oountfles
on the

for whloh we ere
^uoh reperoueeione

of niunbere
“ay iaka the form of

of rafu^eas with tbeir etook, 
tble

supplies 
ln;er-trlbal frlotlo)^..

aniious to 
would Impose a 
In our

““‘•apa the oonsequanoee of she oampalgn.
strain on the

already iilguous water
territory, and 

dsmandlng military Intervention.
(b) Incursion 

rasisted by force

“Isbt lead to

Of armea bands 
of arms.

“bo would hove to be

<o) Desire 
Italo-Ethloplan 
those OoTomments.

of certain of 
oonfllct,

our own tribes to Join 
and our possible

In any
embarrassraent with

Tbe Kenya Government. should the 
refugioB Into

Inourelone take 
areas where

place, are 
they will least 
This policy has been 
foreign Office.

proposing to ahepherd
disturb the normal Ilf,

agreed to by the Idonlal
trlbee.

Ofl'loe nnd the
The enforoement of t lis policy will

nooesBltate Increased military control on the Kenya frontier, 
already at the disposal 

In '■'omaliiand, the

but It Is hoirad that 
of the Colony will

the military t'orojs 
auffiolent obe

Soverament hope, by calling 
increasing the police 
ospable of dealing with

up the Cam >1 Corps Reserve 
end Irregulars.

and
'0 produce a force 

Should militarythe situation. 
neooBsary, thewlnforoements become 

the King's African Rifles for 
despatoh to Somaliland.

r'serve battalion of
Tonganyl ca Is earmarked for

29. On the Sudan frontier 
rwnotIon.

It Is

The so ine of 
Sndo^ and In th > 

eeems Improbable that Ethl .plan

mllkely that there

operatlone will 
opening stages at 

tribesmen will

will be any eerlous

be a long way from the 
sny rate it

be /
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16.# 6* XorotA aoroBs tb* Sndaa borOer. Sams local
atrengtbtolae of our oxlat tag military foroea on this Dordf^r
may ba aoMaaaiy aa a preoaatloaaiy maaswe.
50. In the aront, however, of Italy obtatatag 
control of a part or the whole of Ethiopia, our defefioe 
problem would be affected In two

(a) British colonlea would have
reepeotB

an Inoreaeod land
frontier with territory under oontrol of a first-
class Buropean power; If Italy were to aasume 
sovereignty over tlie whole of Ethiopia this 
Increased land frontier would amount to aome 
2f000 miles■

(b) The strengthening of Italy's position on the Red 
Sea littoral iTbiob this vast Qooeseion to lier 
colonial empire would connote, might at some 
future date oonetitute a serloue threat to our 
vital sea oommmlaatlons with the Bast.

Re-Orlcntatlnn nf Lnnal Oefernwi

31. Ihe armed forces of I?thlopla constitute no 
potential threat to adjacent British territory, 
has no Idea of territorial aggrandisement, and the 
Bthloplan dislikes fighting outside hie highland 
Frontier Incidents are of common ooourenoe, but seldom 
present any serious military problem.

Ethiopia

areas.

The local foroee 
which have hitherto been found euffiolent to cope with
problems on the frontier are as follows;- 

(a) In the Sudan.

Two Infantry Oompanlss, and one Oaoml Coiq)any, 
Sudan Dafenoe Fore*.

<b) /
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(to) In Kanva G^l^y

One weaJc battalion of King*B African Rifleo 
(Btrength under 500 men) and a detachment of 
ebottt 100 men from the Ugandi battalion.

(o) In BrltlHh F.nmaiiinnii ■

^00 men of the Camel Corpe.

I#*

The oolonial forces which Itt iy would maintai^fc., 
in an Italian Ethiopia would be a more poworltil we^on 
than the eiietlng Ethiopian army which la really only 
formidable when operating in the hilly oountry in the

These oolonial forces wouli be ofl’loered by 
Italians and. Judging from the Italian oolonial forces in 
Libya and Eritrea, would bo provided wioh modern arms and 
equipment.

32.

interior.

The exietenoe of such fore jo coupled with 
the vulnerability of a long land front 1ar with an

aggreesive European military power woulJ be a 
potential threat to the rudan, Kenya ra i flrltiah

In i)oQoe time alone the n Ifltery altuatlon 
would probably oompel ue to roviae our Ldoaa of defence 
roqulrementa for these territoi-ler,.

oerloUB

Somaliland.

ffroRlilor AdjiiiniQl^pa'tlcn

35. On the other hand, ns u gonoi il rule in peace, a 
frontier with a flrat-.cnlBs European rc ver ie to be preferred 
to a frontier with a aeml-oivlllied nation, since the etrong 
Power will more effeotivaly oontrcl the inhabltante, Local

admlnlatration la made easier, elnoe a rlvlllsed power with 
orthodox vlewa on the rigidity of domairated frontlero may be 
eipooted to discourage the potty Inddeits which frequently 
give rise to friction In less civilised border lands. This

ris /



13.
;;#• trtw of th® ffontiera of our poBseeoiona In Africa wbiob 
«» oontlgttOUB wltb toirrltory lu tlie possession of i’rtBioe, - 
Belgium aiia Portugal.

34. on our frontiers with KtJiloplt; we havo gonamily 
pursuea en "open border" pblioy, and tbo trlboo have been 
allowed to move to and fro aopoFiB the border in Benrol.' of 
water and gracing, aoooi-dlno to the season. VUe ratiult htis
been constant friction with the Ktblopian f-ovenimon-'.. 
of which Is inherent to the "open border' pulley,, owing to 
the vagoxlas of the inigronte thenEolvea,

mu Or'.

' iFf; o„j t jea bi.-0

undoubtedly bean accentuated, hovorer, by the looee .n.lae:v loe 
which the aoml-lndependont foudo.! oLiefs .-.oiaioviledtis to the 

No real improvement qm: Im ozpeotod until oentrilEmper 01'.

control is tightenod up. It Id id' thlo i-jasu.'i that the 
Italiens object to the "open border ■ polii's' should italy
asBume territorial eoverelnjity over J.'thioplv,, their normal 
"closed border" polioy would probable be eatJnfaotory.

provided the frontier ic Jntoillge.itly lemaroutatt with due 
regard to tribal erasing and water rights.

Beourlty of imperial Communloa-f.lnn.o„

55- The soinlsltlon of lithlopin woiU/l etrengtheu Ituly'o 
Btrategloal position vis-a-vis Aden. It may be nssumsd that 
the Italians would maintain In Sthiopla oonoldarubly stronger 
army end air foroes than arc at present nonnally located in
Brltrec and Italian Eomalilcnd. They v/ould also improve the 

In the event of war, theee 
Inoreeaed army and air foroes end improved organlBatlon would
ooBEnunl oat Iona to the ooaot.

enable Italy to develop en edr power which might be so 
employed ae to oauee sarloue ttiterferenoe with Britleb 
shipping in the nelghbourhocd of Aden.
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36. With BtHlopla an Italian proteotorate. the iefenoa 
of Britiab Somaliland in the mlifcely event of war with Italy ^ 

praatioally surrounded as 
If British romDlUand

would present a diffloult problem -
it would bo by Italian territory, 
to fall Into the hands of

wore

a hostile Italy the ports of Berbers,
to Italy ae

f^pproao^e 
poosaaees

Zella and otJier roadsteads would b© of value
anohorages for submarines attaoJtlnt; ehlppinu in 
to the Gulf of Aden=

the

At the same time Ituly ulreaily 
used, QB baaes for 
Our control of the Huas 

prevent Italy aendlne 
Onus .-.’ar had broten out. 
In Jorth Bast Africa

would probably lead to additional naval for can being 
la the Hed See In paaoo time, and thuo tana to Inoreaoe the
throat to the security of 
Bed Sea.

UassBwa omd Aaaab Bay, whioh could bo
submarine operations in the tied Hen. 
Canal and ctralts of Gibraltar would 
naval rolnforooments into the Red ; 
but any expansion of Italian IntoreutB

stationed

our sea ooiCTunioat) oaa through the

gu^wra of It.allon Colonial eCTanninr,.

Although It meanu loohinf a long time ahead, it In 
oonsldered that attention ehould be 
implioatlon of the polloy of future oxpsneion 
bo attempted by Italy if she la suooossful in 
her poeltlon In Bthlopia.

Rthiopia Will keep Italy oooupiod for

57.

drawn to the strategioal 
most likely to
consolidating 

Vhij conquest and consolidation of

Boiro years. ^Vden hsr
position in that country Is estabilshed, the broad situation 
in north Beat Afrlea, frraii Italy's point of view, will be 
that Bgypt and the Sudaniif; - wedge of foreign territory

,' separating her ooioaleii ef hihya and Brltrea-Bthlopia.

ore Q

It

eeoms Inevitable that Italy‘in iwr present oSbltlons mood 
win aim at linking up these ooXa^en. deslghs on '

Ms'-
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8©.t power in tbe Baatem UBdltarranean were atated Or Orlepi 
oenr years ago as Italy's bistorlo poll ay. and there Is 
nothing to show that Italy under Mussolini will not oontlnue 
this polloy^ 
sotlire In Bgypt •

Italian influenoe Is alisady undesirably

Posseasion of lake I Sana would glyo her a 
powerful eoonomlo lever, whlob, skilfully used, might well 
further her politloal alms in the Sudan - 
probable, Italy's policy of colonial oi lansion In North BaS^f 
Afrloa, stimulated by the aoqulsltion c i.’ Kthlopia, develope

':asaIf, nti seems

along Buoh lines, she will olaah with vital British Imperial
Interesue ,
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1. Tho military foraea o£ Btlilopie aoaslat
of ;-

The lu^rlal Bodyguard.

Tho Einperor'o own otondlng army.

Regular troopo maintained by govemora 
provlnoea.

Tribal levlee.

The Air Force.

(a) The Imperial Bodrguaril oonslsta of

Three battallono of infantry, a machine

gun company, a battery of oil Ctohea-Brondt mortars, 
and a squadron of cavalry, with a otrongth of 
2,400 Infantry and I50 cavalry.

(b) The lamernr'n nnn Ht.nnrUnr. aria.7 numbers
Boise 35,000 men who arc drawn mainly from tho 
Emperor's own provinuenj it ooraprlEco about 5,J00

oavalry, two paoli: batteries, two machine-gun 
platoons and the remainder Infantry. At preaeat
the highest formation among thess troops is the

company of about 200 men.

(o) The regular troops maintained by govemoLS 
of provinoeB number thaoretloally about 90,000 ii.en. 
The sise of She force to be maintained- In oaob 
province la fixed by the Imperial Oovemmant an! 
depends on the else and importance of the 
province itself.

(d) The tribal levies are the main military 
strength of Ethiopia, and it is estimated that the

country could produce In emei''g6noy 600,000 to 
800,000 fighting men, since every man is liable 
for aervloe.

r:

(e) /
, ‘'th 4
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(•) Air foriia. Aooordlng to tha latest
- lafonnatian tbero are tvalTO airoraft at Addle Ah.>.. 

Mtheash It Is enlltoi, tlurt aU win ]Sa aerrloeable
or tbat ttoelr eaulpmsnt and amamoBt will Da 
•oaplete. leolniloal peraonnel Is deflolent, tlie 
<mly ptlote aral^Dle Doing two Prencdunen who 
****“l'®®«a enplojed Dy tbe Biperor and four 
■tbloplaitat wtaam tbey hare trained. IPhrae

airopean maoh^os of Frenoh and Oorman nationality 
are also employed on similar terms to the 
Vrenoh pilots.

two

It Is reported that a negro
arlator - HnDsrt Jnlian - is on route for Bthlopla 
with fire maohinas and 
persoomel.

a oertaln amount of trained 
It la doubtful, however, whether thle 

relnforoement will ever. In fact, materlaliae.
2. tralwliig-

Tho Imperial Bodyguard le instruoted by 
a Belgian military ndeelon and is the bast- 
dlaolpllned and best-trained faros In Sthiopla, 
although it does not reaoh Soropesn standards. The

troops are all plolced man, the K.C.Os. belnc mostly 
ex-soldiers of the King's Afrloan Rifles, 
and Rwsdish lolSBions are also undertaking the 
training of tlie Jftnperor's own standing Ara^ and. 
Judging by reoent reports of troops 
their efforts haws mat with a very oonsldorabls 
amount of suooeas.

Belgian

seen at Harar,

Oily a oomperatlvely 
number of troops, howwvwr, iMnre bsan trained by

.1

these aisslona.

4>».The /

f:

xemst-T.-
. • t.
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The renBlnder of the ‘Bthlopian forces, 

oonslstlns of the provincial regular aroles end the 
^ tribal levies, are ^absolutelj untrained] the onljr 

aifferenes between these two is that the former are 
permanentlr retained as soldiers while the latter 
are only oalled up in smersenoy. In war 
both will depend entirely on their own natural 
fighting inetlnote,
5 • «

■I

S!

'.-i

A:

;;

There are said to be sorao Ooo,000 rlflea 
in the oountry, but of these only about 300,000 
are likely to be servloeable. 
all aakes and nationalities, and soldiers frsiiuently 
carry cartridges of a different oullbrs from that 
of their rifles.

The rifles are of

In 1933 it wao reported that there wore 
about 200 guns in the country, of all ages and malEes. 
Most of these probably are xmservioeable, and in 
any oase ammunition woxild be looking even if there 
wore gunners trained toann them. lieoently 
however Rthiqpla has liqported oonslderable 
auantities of modem arms. Since 1933 she is 
known to have received approximately the followlng:- 

32 maohine guns 
410 light automatic weapons 
26 anti tank guns 
6 Stokes-Brandt mortars 

at least 40,000 rifles

19,000,000 ronnds s.a.a.

■She also possesses Wee light tanks of Itslicn 
ipks bat it is doubtful whether these are new . 
servloefxbie. ‘ :

mi

■■l;'

Bl:.m
i

i



OoiBDQnd. in the rteld lo ezeroleed by a
leader nhci aota for the Emperor and ie appointed by 
hla. Mio subordinate leaders are the proTlnoial and 

Xhe feudal systeip, lAiob obtainsloeal goreinora.
.■-If*

In the goTemoent of the ooimtry. Is refleot«d In Its 
military organisation. Booh ohleftaln proVldes a 
contingent of tribal lerlea and owee alleglanon ,to 
hla own provlnolal governor and no other. On the
loyalty of prorlnolal govemore, therefore, depends 
the response to a national call to Eirms ■

There Is ho regular staff at all and 
praotloally nothing in the war of admlnletratlve 
serrloee. The normal system is for oaohomn to bring
his food on his own paok animal and to be responsible 
for keeping himself aupplied. Keoently the Einperor 
has taken some steps towards establlehing a system of
magasinss for supply purposes in various parts of the 
country, but It Is not known to what extent this 
polloy has really been put Into praotioe.

5 •
The Kthloplane, particularly the true 

highlanders, of whom there are soise 300,000 are fine 
natural fighters: their assets are their hardlnesa, 
mobility and skill In the use of ground, 
debit side however Is Inter-trlbal Jealousy and the 
oonplete laok of ooheslon and dlsolpllne. 
nmtural taotlM of the Bthlopiana are those of the

on the

The

S'
attaek in msM, and althau«^ the foreign missions hMf« 

, tried to teauh ih# as* of guerilla taettes. It la 
; doubtful ttetter, Miwt the day eoaes, their teaching 

.will be rawiBbared.
i'; ' :v-if \

-
^ ■ f
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g.g.Q. Bant ACrloan gnriw

Hhtf Pong
(Oen. Ita Boni?)

(G«n.
aarlnana Uvlaion 
Sabaada Dlrlaion 
Corps Troops.

COfTW (Can. Piralo Blroll)
(A) HatlTs IllTiBion

(B) HatlTs UTielon 
Corps Troops.

Ist Brltrsan Blaokshlrt Bn.
n2nA n n

3rd n w

X (f l6lat) BlaakaUrt. Bn.

SOIIALIA.

SOHUa. (Can. arasianl)

Bslorltana Dirlslon 
(C) BatlTs Urlalon 
Corps Troops

at nrasant . probably L. of C. troops, loalnly for
Brltrsa.

S Marsb 25rd Biaoksbirt BAt. )

Z Ostobsr 20tZ
Z Zosr Biaakaklrl fM. (tadspandajtt).

Btrsngtb of 
rsgular dir.)II

][ IMsr srdsm, not jrst MM.
■f

■-■■S’Si



S- ■

:ii»
L{-' ?r

•. iV"^''

k- •'4'l-^-

10ta^.i;-.. i/r
f

t't T

:ll^ r.l' Ir
11&.

a-'WB - V-II- (&£ifc I
I »

QI i- -o mc
3 '0^1O

? 11<
'PO H Ico

U)

s-l\

o
COn

«.
3
§"t\) %





r

Kf-v-iiif iOt-

■fr

W066/38
?ARAPiinAass TELsanAii from th. a.or.,t*ry of attto

Officer AJminiBtering theColon!ea to thethellr.Freeatonf®^ 
ie.5 lovamment of Kenya.

(Sent 1.40 p.m. ,lBth d vy 1938)Sir C. 
Bottomley 
18.5. 
at once.

ijo. lar. Secret.

Soet recent Information ausgjate poseihility 
he expected about the 

and Uanday have teen
active hoetllittee may 

Governor

poaaible that latter nay be

to arrive in

Heanwiile the appreciation 
paragraph if my deepatoh may 

ueference my deepatoh 4th ;lay eeoret.

that

middle of Auipiet. 
coneulted and it ie

return to Kenya by air e ) asaehed to

Colony early in June, 
requested in the fifth 
be auBpeuded.

the

yo.lS



.Mr."wr^,Bton:'

.mB- -?■ /a
■vj 5»gs. 38066/35. Keflrft, Secret. , •

Mr.

Mr.Prrl^m. 
Mr. ToMinxm. 
Sir C. LttomUy.

Sir J. ShLUurgk 
P/m.U.AofS.
Party. U.^<,/S. 
Secretary of State.

To go b.Y Air M»ii

Downing Street.O.D.
R 3-MAV

X935.» b

> nSir,
DRAFT.

I have the lionojr to

KfflTYA.
acknowledge the receipt of Sir Joseph 

’e -secret deypatohes of the 

16th and t.-.e 28th

SECRET.

ByrneO.A.G.

of t'ebruar.v^regarding

to be taken by t.cethe aotio;.

Government of Kenya in the event of

hostiiiti e= between ctr.iopla and

Italy .

2. Tne precautionary ^'leasares

reported in tne later despatch 

reference

onder

FURTHER ACTION. aeet with my foil approval.
Gopy with 
anoloBures to , 
lovernor, Uganda:i 
5eoretary,O.D.Oi}' 
Far pmoe; 
Ldmiraltjr, iff. 
!opy with last

) 3. Yoa will observe frot: too

enclosed co.ty of oorresponden-e with

) Se the Foreign Office thutincl. only to i 
'oreign Office, 
iojpy With first 
wo snoiw. only j 
0 Air Ministry

■^w.hile tne

interpretation of the Treaty position
ff.

jfc,LliilSlijifmkiiai
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k
Mr. . ;^,-

■: adTanoed in^Sir Jdaaph Bywji^a-daapatoh:^’ ’■:' "":-^''M:M

UU '■ r
Fabruary 16th is sndorasd, the Seoretary of

i' ’̂s-
m::’-- ■■

iPSte-
■ifjaggm

Mr,
. rather than the rapid transport of

:? -.i Mr,
- ■■-r S%J^^ ■■■

F«»(.P.S.VS. ,.' ’ ’ ^;. . ;

P.rfy.V^../S.

'•!-■■-

iff. iWtiMi.3^:U ■' ground forces.r'-k mstate for Foreign Affaire shares my view
V. V 5. The oontingenoy against 

Whloh these Tarioiia plana are intended 

to proTide does not

I‘r •-'■.■■■
that any attempt to o^ose the frontier . 

■ e.onpletely would^he neither prudent nor 

praotioable^ and the alternative is

•i■V..
■■

I"' appear,
i

SrcrataryofSitui
:-T

as can be judged at the moment, to be
' I \suggested of arranging for the concentration

WUFT. imminent. I shall look with interest
5; Of refugees and stragglers, after they have
i:.'

to reoeivlng from you a revised
i. ■

f been disarmed, in suitable areas behind the
appreoiatlon of the aItuat1on^framed 

in the light of the policy suggested 

in paragraph 3 above, the Air

frontier. You will no doubt cause

preliminary consideration to be given to

the details of such arrangements in the . : i-!
Ministry's proposals for oo-operation,

light of the forces availahle for intercepting.
and the recent visit paid to the

disarming^and shepherding the immigrants to
frontier by the Officer Commanding

the area or areas selected for their concentration. -

mmmmh
the Northern Brigade.■'.i

4. The possibility of oo-operatlon by the i
6. A copy of this despatch.

::Royal Air Force has been under dlaoueeion with
i, ■

i'i7^^ with snolosures, la being sent to the
the Air Council; and In the letter of the FURTHER ACTION. ^^7

l" Oovernor of Ugahda.+
,^,£4th^Aprll, of which a copy is enclosed, they 

suggest that the r&le, played by the Force
nfi ■ ■ I have, eto.

(8A0.) P. PUNLIFFE-LISTER
7t

*- should be that of reconnaissance and deterrence
vS ■.Sim '.r >v.

Li...

Ws::-'-m
rather

'-4 ,t-r‘;;
; s> fi! m
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Ltaoxw. W.C. 2.
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■ eAIR Wl&JIS'fRY.
LONDON, W.C.2.

•nd Hx
SaORBT.

3.38493/8.6. jy- April. 1935.

Sir,

I am oomman^ed ty the Air Coanoll to refer to
39 069

Mr. Flood'a letter^? the 36th March, 1935, regarding the 
meaa-area which It will be ueoeaaary to take on the Kenya frontl( 
in the event of hoatllltlea between Italy and Ethiopia and to 
aoqnalnt you, for the Information of Seoretary Sir Philip 
Cnnllffe-Llater that arrangementa have been made to hold in 
readineaa two bomber transport aircraft against the apprehended

•r'

emergency.

The Air Council observe, however, that the nature of 
the defence preparations proposed on the Northern Frontiers of 
Kenya will necessitate both these aircraft being continuously 
ready for operation at the shortest notice, 
conditions it is doubtful if reliance oaj, be placed on so high a 
degree of day-to-day servioeablllty over an unknown period, and 
it is considered that in order to Implement the scheme

3.

Under such

at presen'
proposed, at least one spare aircraft additional to foreseeable

requirements would be required. In the absence of any precise 
information as to the loads to be carried and the probable 
inoldenoe of work on these aircraft, it is not possible preolael3 
to determine the number of aircraft required to implement the

scheme proposed, but, should it become obvious in the light of 
more oomplete information that a greater number of bomber 
transport aircraft than the two asked for is. in fact, neoessary, 
some diffioulty may be expsrisnoed in providing them in view of 
a possibly oonourrent eommitment for the evacuation by air of the 
British subject population from Addis Ababa.

The Under-Secretary of State 
Colonial Offioo.

S.W.l. s;
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J^'ftloan Eifiefl, 
Military authorities. 
BlmllaT to those

■t-■y- mi
with the as31 stance

I'he problems then
of the local civil and

tier outlined In the despatches from the Oovernor of 
Kenya, as air Philip CuniIffe-hInter Is aware, it was 
agreed, as the result of discussion In the Oversea Sefenoa 
Committee on the 10th April, 1933, that the Air Ministry, 
views should be represented to the Oolonlal Office direst 
with a view to their being forwarded. If considered 
desirable. In the form of a despatch to the local 
authorities concerned.

The Air Oounoll note that the plan outlined at 
the Conference in Nairobi on the ZZni February, 1935, and 
referred to in the Sovernor's covering despatohes, 
postulates the immediate despatch of troops by air to 
threatened portions of the frontier for the purpose of 
supporting local police detachments should tie necessity

In this connection it la neoessary to observe that 
no landing grounds appear to exist on the frontier for the

investigated were
now under consideration, ai.d the views 

in the Eeport. to the effect that the proper use of
expre3se(| 

aircraft on 'j
this frontier offered the beat solution,were unanimously endorsed
by Their Excellencies 
territories.

the Sovernora of the East African
i ■■

V-6. In these oiroumstances the Air 
for the oonslderation 

Cunliffe-liater. that the emergencies

the plan at

Council wish to pu^ 
of Secretary sir Philip 
envisaged, which do not 
present proposed, lend

forward their view.

now4.
appear adequately to be met 
themselves

more readily to solution if the 
in whose hands the initial

police detachments, 
responsibility must always remain, are

directly supported by
an adequate force of aircraft, 

reconnaissance duties and, in the last
both for

resort, for direct action • 
Such a force 

:eep the administration and the frontlei

of a degree suitably tempered to the oooaalon.arise.
would be able not oray to n 
detachments speedily informed 
but also quickly to reach and, 
aotioji in

of movementsdeplaning of those troops, apart from those at Handers, 
Moyale and lokitaung.

across the frontier, 
if neoessary, take effectiveIt would not, therefore, seem 

possible to rely upon the suggested method of reinforolug 
the police, beoanso the inherent immobility of the troops 
after their arrival at any one of these widely separated 
landing grounds leaves unsolved the problem of rapidly 
reinforcing any threatened point on a frontier which la

any part of the vast and desclate 
Many precedents could

regions involved, 
oe quoted regarding the effioaoy and

humanity of this method 
opposing armed incursion.

of oontrolllng tribal migration am

7. If the Secretar 
these suggestions,

y of State is favourably disposed 
and if the local authorities

t ov/ards

dsBOrlbed by His Exoellaney the Governor as "long and

In these olreumstanoes the Air Counoil

entertain the gravest doubts of the probable effioaoy of

the Bsthods proposed to meet the emergencies apprehehSed^''

On the other hand it was, as Sir Philip Otmliffe- 
..mm' ~ '

liiater aware, at his aaggeBtioO fhat a j^tatled

InveBtigatloh of defence regnlremente en this frontier aaa 
iiaantlj carried out by the Air Officer Ooiananding, Middle 
laet Ooiaiand, and the Inepectcr-General of the Elng'e

are willing to,
now suggested to their problems, the

uommand, will be instructed to 
adequate for the 

out, however, that in t.>B

on the frontier more than 
an additional landing ground

— V ' lake
ItWolf: also that although the aircraft detachment

accept the solution 
Officer Commanding, iiiddle East

desolate."

hold in readiness a detachment of aircraft
* purpose. It is necessary to point

event of disturbances being apprehended 
150 miles to the West of Meyale,

m- would arrive

-'4



/ fta'ninotfiaotjjrt; ,suitably orgauisod to operate for one moni

doapatob of certain supply foquiremente by ,#ea. ;■

■{ .possible is desirable in order to allow time tOT.tlkkas

The question of what flnanolal adjustment, ti‘dfty,:;:!8.

s^ll be neoessary In the event of the aircraft being required, 
•Will be a matter for subsequent consideration In the light
of all the relevant oiroumstanoes.

Finally. I am to add that the plan recommended above 
appears to approximate more closely to the preparations being 
made to meet a precisely similar situation in Somaliland.

9.

I am.

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

/
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sir,
I aa directed Cjr Seoretery Sir John Simon to aeknowledge 

the receipt of your letter Ho. 3e066/SB of 26th March laat 
enoloaing ooplea of two deapatohaa from the Oovernor of Kenya 
concerning the measures which It will be necessary to take on th< 
frontier of that colony In the unhappy event of the outbreak of 
hoetllltles between Ethiopia end Italy.

2. The Secretary of State, who concurs In the interpretatlo] 
of the Anglo-Ethloplan Treaty of 1907 set out In paragraph 4 of 
your letter under acknowledgment, agrees with Sir Philip Cunllff« 
Lister's proposal to Invite the Oovernment of Kenya to consider 
whether It would not be preferable not to adopt a policy of 
closing the frontier to refugees, but to arrange for such 
refugees to be temporarily concentrated and accommodated In an 
area where their presence would Involve the least possible 
Interference with the local Inhabitants.

I am.

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

. The nndSr^^Sii^'hf Stal%."" 
Colonial omco.

6^-- • ■-'A

W--.\
% I'..:;.'?.r VM ']

e V7; i:0m
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Kenya 3«oret:> ■'
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■

Parfa'iinm.' Downing Street,
fiSir C. r rnKtam. 

Sir C. Be 'mhry. 
SirJ.SlH-Murgk 
Perml. U. , qfS. 
Parly. U.i ofS. 
Secretary ef Slate.

' 26 March, 1935.

SECRET.

Sir,

I am etc. to transmit 

information of 

the Army Council,

DIAFT.
1. OMDEH SBCHETAHT OP STATE 

TAR OPPICE.
THE SECHEIART,

admiralty.

IHE SECRETARY,
AIR MINISTRY.

THE SECRETAHY, ,
OVERSEAS DEFENCE COMMITTEE.

1 1.3.

2. the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty,

3.

4.
the Air Council,

4. the Overseas Defence Committee,

oopiss of two despatches from the

Governor of Kenya oonoernlng the

measures which it will be necessary

to take on the Kenya frontier in the

FURTHER ACTION. event of hostilities between Italy

and Ethiopia, together with a copy

If■ Of a letter which has been sent to

the Foreign Office,thi
tM-

2. I am to Inrite attention

that, should the

necessity ;
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-- located ■ at-N,drobi,,u order t^aollitat*

.Xm ’ - i
v? f^' s:■ i . :>.

■ SrSf^'.- -ri^mrnpiroT^t to 4 -. MKPfrktnsoti.

~ A.

' ■f-.E Doimlng Street.
■ i .

/L ■m4 SifG Tomlinson.' i

2(, March, 1935.■T- -0 SiVC BolKmljy.

ithe rapid moTement SirJ. Shuciburgi.of troope and aupplles
Pefml. US. ofS. SgCKiil.

- -to any areas affeetod. Parly. j?.S a/S.The Secretary of

Secretary of Stale.
state would be glad to hare the observations

I am etc. to transmit to
Of the Air Council DRAFT.on this particular

you, to be laid before Secretary
question.

UNDER secretary OF STATE.
Sir John Simon, copies of two despatohei

I am, etc. POREISN OFFICE.
from the Governor of Kenj-a concerning

ISu w. FLOOD the measures which it would be

necessary to take on the Kenya frontier

in the event of an outbreak of

hostilities between Ethiopia ahd Italy.

It will be seen thal

Sir Joseph Byrne anticipates that

if hostilities were to begin, there

FURTHER ACTION. would almost certainly be an attempted

Iftcnrai into Kenya ol 

Italian and Ethiopian tribesmen^either 

in,order to avoid the 

which would naturally be made

numerous

heavy demands

upon

r-:'
thoj,r<\
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astfumea that, ae ragar^itHa lagal

'-h- r-\\.iieUK -i.\ -t

Uf. i

The Secretary oS SttfSa '

,-iwn ^VS*:5C a|s ; . _. .
Ur.GoyenlueR'tia er,, more liartloularly lAara 4.
Ut.Patyhum 
SirG. ToortMim.'; j4,|:'

SitJ.SImUmtK.- '

i
£the Bthlaplan tril)O0 ere oonoemedi to

*
•eaoape the general oonditiona likely v poaition, there can be no doubt that' 

" |a ®°'^®>™ont of Kenya would haife
■ iji" , .»

■ ■■ :*■! 
. ,-5*-

... .„^,.

P*mt. US. of S. 
P^I^.US.<^S.

y S««toryVSiW».r--

ir“”
to jwriae in the event of a oanpaign the

t”

being undertaken•on any ooneiderable right; .'if it so ohoae, to oloae th

frontier, (sgalnat- refugeea fromscale.

mKbile at the recent meeting 

K of the OTsraeaa Defence Committee which

3. Ethiopia or Italian Somaliland, despite
11:•.-

■ ."the proTiaiona in the 1907 Treaty to

examined questions likely to arise in the I which Sir Joseph Byrne refers in his
•11

' • ■ ''-i&'-l ■

ii:, V-;;ji .jS!,'-*

: ■ despatch of the ISth^ebruary. Jft.event of an outbreak of hostilities between

Ital7 and Stlitiopia the view was expressed would be glad to learn whether
•■'•r- -■• "y ist:-•■

fc:.-*-.; ■■■-■■•‘.'I- v.-i
that the main fighting - in so far as this Sir John Simon conours in this view.

v-s'

did not take place In the areas n^ar The wider question, however, of whetherV.
8ft

■'Iftrt'' 'VrV
Eritrea - would take place to the north SdOh a right could or should be

■rj'i*' ftl^'
.: ft ft »-ft-

ef the Webbe Shiballl, the possibility enforced in practice must,.in.the 

Secretary of State'stdils^ be taken 

■ rfinto consideration.. / Che Seoretaiy

■ : ,:;o5 ♦■ft

Of general unrest on the Kenya frontierj,
iff a /Cmw*

and of the attempted laourslon/of large
■

numbers of pafugees, must clearly be.

>■>■****{ »# At la therefore a matter .

of Itvoftahee to decide 'wh4(t'p0li<9- ^

Sovem«en,t olSlpiiya sho>Adft in,., '.Iw-

ftftiftft..fti, ^77-%
,j

\
FURTHER ACTION.

.r
-^ftftfe;

ft-. sft i;.' If
^li’^ftft -.ftV v aonbtful how ifMiii- having regard to . the 

k' of the frontier apd of. the

> 4rtft‘ |•fno^yoea at the disposal of the Kenya

ft;
r ■ 1'

s

'•'.ft
a- r ft.ft JOW7m-

^70'7:<7 -i-Ji X authoritihar'.ft|.•- - such
vf-’X"‘■r«

.. J'.^.
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not to ndopt ».p(a.t9y^J>lojttne';tfif^ ,^

mm
»ut)iqritl,«8, it would In ony oVoift to

:*• %-■ ,;'

' ■'.. i'*.Ur. .^^. X ...^^§kr ■; •. '■• ■

. 1*'.

SirS.TmUn«^ -

;pooeltXe to snforee a poiioy of closing
frontier to refugees, tut (as indeoA i#

the frontier. Further, he doubts
apparently already ooifteiiiplatad 08 a

whether, on.grounds of common humanity. SirC.Bolkmtn.
■ ■ \ -

StrJ.Skucklmrtk: .0:m
S¥"S-

ppaaible alternatiTe) to arrange for
' an attempt should be mads to snforos Piml. O^.,rfS. p « 

P.rlt.as.o/S.
StatUry Suit:

iuoh refugees to te temporarilyK'

such a policy. He feels that While 3. - -M
./■i- -u ^

oonoentrated and accommodated

area where their presence would InTolve
it would naturally be necessary for 

s local authorities to see that refugees 

41d not disturb the ordinary life of

sw*. DRAFT.
-the least possible interference with

the local inhabitants. Such
the natire population aotually domlolled

oonsiderations would not, of course.
in Kenya, and to arrange for suoh refugees

apply to armed bands who might be
to be disarmed aa far as possible, it

tempted by the preTaillng disorder
would be impossible to contemplate denying

to enter Kenya in the hope of loot.
them any access to Kenya, if only because

»i ew

¥

■■

It would clearly be necessary to
iMld pi-Blablyn

^oppose such bands by force of arms
of the inhospitable nature of the country.

and for that reason at any rate a
to turn suoh refugees (many of whom ■a

would be
- ;

Wtrangthenlng o£ the forces on the
women and children) back from the frontier

^ACTION.

- -•w'itf'.
frontier would undoubtedly be necessary.h •5!mauid condemn a large proportion of %he* 

to/death^

¥

It will to aeon this pointy
■ .«

Subject, therefore, to the iiA.m
fifths OOTemor bbs already takens:

Views of Sir John Simon, the Seitretaiy
; . .. .. • ■ a. sg

3,W':
■■■

P#»liatiaary msaaurss to ooaoentrs^ts
State would p^poae the Governor

, '.iii-'.V--' rr. ['t:- ■ j|

to ponstdWr whst^^ it would^not be preferabl
mmi .’■A

O’'

.......... .
« battalloa o« the Mortljsrn,^|g^ 

WAJir to strengthen the Polia«“

& -



force ^ la lih*

Saoretary of state ^tnke that, at aa^..j.

r*te for the preaent, there la no need

to oontanplate any.further 

this respset.

■>

f
meaaurea la

. f . *ir

i. Coplaa of .the OoTemor'e 

deapatohea and of thla letter

—, 4-

are being

•* i. W<-

* *
eant to the War Office, the Admiralty, 

the Air Ministry aad
yf' ^

Vto the Secretary

of the OTeraeaa Defence Coanlttee.

•y,. 4aMe<. 4-'i i'' h

the attention of the Air Ministry is■>' -V.
■x

l>«in«'1W*!A*ally dra the fact that. a
( the eTent of actual hoati^ ;tle8, the

doTarnor would probably hare to aak for
>8v

•:i

two fickara Tletorla troop 

aircraft to be aamt to Kalrobi,

carrying

s.> I m, eto. 

•SfW*ad) J. B. VP
T-3-‘
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Nairobi
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‘■V' Kehva§sasES RECEIVED
- 8MAR1935

O. PEQI
28th February, 1935. (yC

Sir.

I have the honour .to refer to your lecret 
telegrauj Ho. 56 of the :!7th ydruory in nhich you nak Me 
to consider and to advise as to shet'-^er, in the evei^ of 
hostilities betreer. Etl.ioyin a..d Italy, n 
he necessary on tho ’'enya fr..ntier.

I had already o.n.sulte:; hivil

ov S'H

y actxon
I

z. Uiiu

Military advisers and arranged for oert';i:. ylo.: ; to be 
prej^ared and for oertai.a nreoautionar, ..oa sres to be 
taken, and I er.olooe a copy of the record of a Meeting 
held at .'ovcnunenu iotue on Z2n;l '''ebruary.

3. Tho o.jiicontration referred to in oiie fourtn 
pr.r.'irTaj^ti of the enclo.,ure hereto -vill bo c^r.i '.leted bv 
the 7th I.'aroh.

4. ^houl.. o.,e necessity arise I may have to

Mk for tvo Vickers Viotori i troop-cnrn/in^ airnnft to 
be locded at Hnirubi so

Q>

.as to facilitate tne rtpid 
movement of troops a; d supxjlics t. Oi.y areas affected.k
5. I h. V

enclosure to tiie .Sovunior of/i-anda.

1 have tl>e i;onour to be,

Sir, /

Youi' iiioot o'oedie,.o, humble eer^nt.

I ;eiit a c._y thi.; .'cspatc.” ■ nd

0<o

1
3.JCr,

li-JOa 'P,Ij£ RT ho ; oIx. PHILIb CUHLT i‘TS-!.!„TER, P.e.,a.°.P.,; 
SECRETARY Oi' STATE PCR Tih. JOLOHik, coLomAi omci;,

DC^nNG STRltr, S.u.l.



|; fe“csas.s‘isgi-!isffi: E'cSwatijr'-
u^? Officer, Northern Brigade*Jfajor T.C. Wells, O.B.E., M.C. *
Mr. L.A. Weaving. (Secretariat).

c*' ■

i%a

His Excellency the .v,. informed the meeting that fee
Ethiopian-Italian situation had 
develc^ed to demand active 
fiovemment at present.

not, in his opinion, sufficiently 
measures on the part of the Kenya

He thought, however, that the Italian line
of advance, in the event of hostilities being 
Mogadiscio - Lugh - Dolo, with the probability that the Northern 
Frontier District of this Colony would 
tribesmen both

commenced, would be

be invaded by refugee 
from Italian territory and Ethiopia.

, It was obvious that, if possible, this tri^bal 
The alternative seemed

movement should 
to be to escort refugees to 

grazing could be provided for men and

be prevented, 
some place where water ani 
stock.

If necessary troop carriers would be asked for from the Middle 
moved rapidly with a view to

East Command to enable troops to be 
preventing migrations. An aeroplane for emergency scoutii^ 
purposes could be obtained locally at short notice.

Mr. Barton considered the2.
entry of tribesmen must, if possible, 

prove impossible, all he could suggestbe prevented. Should this 
»ns that refugees should be concentrated and "corridorred" by the
troops to a place, possibly South East 
actual place to be selected by the

of the Lorien Swamp (the
Administrative Authorities). 

The situation would, however, be mfficult owing to water and 
grazing difficulties. Obviously, however, the immigrants could 

the North Bast comet of the Dislriot
not

be allowed to remain in

withowt...... i



pFr - firvv

vith'ovt eauslsg a aeidous inter-tribal situation.,'.= '■ •

». Bis Bxoellewy aoasidered the Mandera triangle should be 
ocM^ied; that ianlgrants who Aid cross the frontiers sgonld 
be disarmed. He would prefer t^s situaUco to be handled in 
the first instance by the polloe, with the troops in reserwe.

It was generally agreed any atteii®t either to prevent the 
refugees from entering or to disarm them would be resisted.
4. ' The Officer Commanding. Morthem RT-ip;«<^« p-nnpnoca to
occupy El-ffak, Mandera and Moyale: two platoons (c»e of which 
would be mobile) at Mandera, and one platoon each at El-fck and 
Moyale.

I

These dispositions would be made from the Company cr 
detachment at Wajir; but he considered the remainder of the 
Meru battalion should be moved forward to liajir before the rains.
Otherwise, in the event of a major situation arising, the troops 
might not be able to move forward. Adequate ration arrange-
ments would be made.

gie Commissioner of Police stated he had 96 African Police 
with two European Officers in the These he proposed to 
reinforce by 40, drawn from Isiolo and Marsabit, with a view to 
establishing mobile posts of from five to ten

area.

men round the 
It was emphasisedtriangle. He would require two lorries, 

that the Police would not be numerically in 
refugees in any numbers who refused 
that in such an event the troops would have to be

a position to engage 
to comply with orders, but 

called.
Police patrols would be quick moving, i.e., 
or camels.

mounted on mules
On occasion lorries would be used.

6. Hl8,,B»oellency, in regard to military dispositions, 
authorised the concentration of the Meru battalion at Wajir c«
the underttanding that the move would be made in such 
not to suggest it was in any way connected with 
situation.

a way as
the international

His, ^Cbllency instructed, however, that the 
proposed movements Worth of Wajir should await further devqjop-

In regard to the Polloe flls tecellenew authori.«H the ' 
InOrease proposed by the Coamissionwf., ihe number of patrols



r g.

was not, hoaever, to be ^reaaad althOBt JJis lioelleno^^s
, 1 .: --

His Excellency instructed that until the Civil“Officers were
; ' ^^truotions. ■

■?.r,

of oplniffli that the situation had got out of oontrfel' they would 
remain responsible for their respective areas. -

It was agreed that, if the situation got out of control, 
the Seniqr Military omcer would assume command of the liilitaiy

H
9.

ai^ Police; and would act in co-operation with the Civil Ci'ficers. 
Mr. Pilling suggested it would be wise to warn the Colonial

His Excellency did not.
10,

Office that air craft might be required, 
however, consider that this was desirable at present.

In regard to emergency arrangements, the Officer Commanding 
Northern Brigade thought it might prove necessary' to concentrate 
a part of the 4th Battalion at Eldoret where it would be available 
for emergencies on either side of Lake Rudolf, 
he should discuss with the Railway Administration with a view to 
the necessary rolling stock being kept available in case this 
movement of troops became necessary.

Medical arrangements would be discussed by the OlTicer 
Commanding Northern Brigade with the Director of Medical Services.

The Officer Commanding Northern Brigade suggested it might 
be advisable to mobilise the K.A.R. Reserve at Nairobi.

11.

It was arranged

12.

13.

Excellency, however, did not consider this to be necessary at presen 
His Excellency instructed Mr. Barton to accompany the Officer 

Commanding Northern Brigade on his coming visit to the Nordihern 
Frontier District, with the special object of discussing the 
situation with His Majesty's Consul, Mega.

Generally it was agreed that, if necessary, the Italian and 
Ethiopian Governments should be asked to co-operate in preventing 
their nationals from crossing the frontiers.

■ f;:; ■ ■
r-J. ■ ■ ' -

14.

16.

''3

■«*



J
-THATIOM >11

.0^
im the Governor of Kenya to the SecretaryPAHAPIIRASE TIiLSGI

of State for the Oolonlee.
Doted let March, 1935. Eooatved In the Colonlnl Office nt 
1.32 p.ra., let March, 1935.

No.44. Secret

A reply to your seciet teluf’.ram IIo.5C> of the 
27th Jehrunry hne left by air mail tKJ 3 r.iornlnf:.
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m Qovernmcnt. House 
Nairobi

Kenya-
SBggjTi

loth February, 1935.

63ir,

I have the honour to refer to the situation at 
present ezisting betuteen Italy and Ethiopia.

In so far as pieaent developments 
this Grovemment has not been directly affected except by a 
general feeling of unrest on the frontiers which is a natural 
result of the many rumours which the political situation has 
occasioned.

2. are oonceme;

I

3. It must, hov;ever, be appreciated that one of 
the results of any outbreak of hostilities between Italy and 
Ethiopia within any reasonable distance of the North Eastern 
frontiers of this Colony would be certain to result in the 
incursion of numerous Italian aiid Ethiopian tribesiaen with 
their stock into this Colony; 
heavy demands which mould naturally be made upon their re­

sources by their respective Covemments or, more particularly 
where the Ethiopian tribes are concerned, to escape the genera 
conditions inevitably to arise in the event of a campaign bein 
undertaken on any considerable scale.

You are well aviare that over a period of yestrs 
the general racial tendency has been, and this applies of 
recent years more particularly to Italian Somaliland, for the 
tribes of that Colony and of Ethiopia to endeavoui' to migrate 
to this Colony, but up to the present, and with normal

conditions. . . .

ro

either in order to avoid the

^ VJ

4.

(1)
IftJQB Tiffl HT. HM. SIR PHILIP CmiFTE-LISTEH, P.a.,G.B.E.,M.C..M.P., 

■SECRETABT OP STATE FOR THE COLONIES,
COLONIAL OFKCB,nriW-iTMr* « w i.1'^
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oonditioitef'auch movements 
produced a major political situation.

as have taken place have not

mass incursions, however, which might 
0i hostilities would produce a

!
result from the outbreak

'Very different problem.

The iiiiaigi-ants v.ould utilise s-ater and
grazing of which there is. as you nre aware, already in-s>
sufficient for Kenya tribes; and intor-tnbal friction| 

to lead to tribalwoulc result which would be likely WS
conflicts requiring military intervention, 
situation would be aggravated 
already eiistiiig between certain

ihirther, tne 
by tne racial antagonism 

of the Italian and
Sthiopian tribes and the 
./est of the frontiers.

Britian tribes to the oouth and

5. In accordance v.ith the 1907 Treaty ;ath

’vVir mm ■
Ethiopia "the tribes oocupyi:. either side of the line
shall have the right to use the grazing ^rounds 

^"otner side as in the past, but during their migrations 
"it is understood that they shall be subject to the 
"jurisdiction of

on the

the'territorial authority. ?ree access
'to the nearest wells iIS equally accorded to tiie tribes
"ocoupyiig either side of the line".

Clearly, however, tiiis provision 
cover a contingency of tne natm-e now oontem-

was not
intended to 
plated.

In regard to Italian Bomaliland, although 
following provision appeared in Article IX of the

Treaty...................

the

(2)
r

,, \ ^
SI* .-i



_,,, , .^ ^./ ,;;^::r'^^.«iih It9ly''9igQ9d-et-;lK»i4«i- in 1924f-rr**^'‘'

•tte^frihaB‘’fn available than is required for
* "will have tioSar +n^H^ Coi^saion

;k &S‘Ki S s 

■iss'H IrTf

•time ^"tKiM B?itiL't:r^??Sr"'' 
the Conmiseion appointed under the Treaty ultimately decided 
that there 
Article,

m

'■M

s on the

• i:

case for the conoeasion referred to in thatwaa no

Moreover, it ia provided in the same Article 
of the Treaty that "the two Governments undertake 
•will respectively endeavom- to prevent any migrations of 
•Somalis oSS'ietoCr natives across the frontier^.

In the event, therefore, of such a contingency

that they

6.

arising there would 
would render undesirable

appear to be no treaty obligation which
any action vhich this Government may 

necessary to take in order to prevent mass migrations. 
On the contrary any acquiescence in such 

g. ments would be not unlikely to embarrass

find it

move-

aeriously this 
or other of the Governments concerned forGrbveinment with one

harbouring.

*■'

1
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; jatboiitiag their or each other's nationals. . ■'-. ••

?

i. You *ill» however, appreciate that it 
>, *^1 prove ia^MMiiihle for this aovemment to take adequate 

preventive neuarea aloig eo long and desolate a frontier, 
and in the eirtmnistano'es I have thou^t it advisable to 
address you in order that you my indicate in any way the 
policy which it is desirable this

I may

Government should adeft. 
I am oomnunioating a copy of this despatef 

to His Majesty's Minister at Addis Ababa.

8.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant,

BRIGADIER-ffEIffiRAL.
GOVERNOR.

m

- f

■) ••
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% GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
KENYA,

EAST AFR^I

20th February, 1925. ft#
kIs

The Private Seoretarj' to Hia Jizcellency tne Governor 
of Kenya presente his compliments to the Gnder Jecretary 
of State for the Colonies and has the honour to transmit 
herewith two copies of Kenya Secret Air-laail despatch 
dated the 15th February, 1935, on the subject of the
situation arising from the present state of Ethiopian- 
Italian relations. The Private Secretary has reason to 
believe that possibly by a mistake the original despatch 
nay have been sent by sea instead of air mail.
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SECRET. 16th February, 1935.

Sir,

I have the honour to re^er to the situation at present 
existing between Italy and Ethiopia.

In 80 far as present developments are concerned this 
Government has not been directly affected except by 
feeling of unrest on the frontiers whioli is a natural result^ 
the many rumours which the political situation has occasioned.

It must, however, be appreciated that one of the 
results of any outbreak'of hostilities between Italy and Ethiopia 
within any reasonable distance of the horth Eastern frontiers of 
this Colony would be certain to result in the incursion of

2.

a gener

3.

h.

numerous Italian aiid Ethiopian tribesmen vith their stock into
this Colony; either in order to avoid the heavy deriands which 
would naturally be made upon their resources by their respective 
Governments or, more particularly where the Ethiopian tribes 
are concerned, to escape the general conditions inevitably to 
arise in the event of a campaign being undertaken on any consid­

erable scale.
4. You are well aware that over a period of years the 
general racial tendency has been, and this applies of recent 
years more particularly to Italian Somaliland, for the tribes 
of that Colony and of Ethiopia to endeavour to migrate to 
Colony, but up to the present, ami with normal

this

conditions, such
movements as have taken place have not produced a major political 
situation.

Any
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however, liiich might raeult from 
outbpe^ of hostilities would produce a very different problem. 

The immigrants would utilise water and grazing of which
V#

there is, ae you are aware, already insufficient for Kenya tribes; 
and inter-tribal friction would result which would be likely to 
lead to tribal conflicts requiring military intervention. iiirther,

the situation would be aggravated by the racial antagonism already 
existing between certain of the loalian and Ethiopian tribea'lnd 
the British tribes to the South and .iest of the frontiers.
5. In accordance with the 1907 Treaty vith Ethiopia "the 
"tribes occupying either side of the line shall 
'use the grazing grounds on the other side 
during their migrations it is understood 
"jeot to the jurisdiction of the territorial 
"access to the nearest veils is equally accorded to the tribes 
"occupying either side of the line".

Clearly, however, this provision vas not intended to 
cover a contingency of the nature now conteriplated.

In regard to Italiwi Somaliland, although the following 
provision appeared in Article IX of the Treaty with Italy signed 
at. London in 1924:-

hnve the right to 
as in ttie past, but 

that they shall be sub­

authority. Free

■tn 1^'^® enquiries of the CommisBion referred
"of the^™ frnn+i® the neighbom'hood of the sector
"tLsI S frontier running from El Beru to the Jubaloiid - 
"tHbes si a.shortage of pasture for tlie^ the Italian side of &ie frontier, and if
•is nn tba ni.-+■ P’st during the rainy season therej *!• “ fShfli't&’gS
"t?ibf^‘^in“‘BritiBh^S®rV''®^^th^®"th'*"^°^*®^‘''^°°^ f^'^the

or,other natives of Ihe transferred territory 
rainy season cross the coundary to such a ^ 

distance and in such numbers as the Commission may nrescribe^-000 sh™l sich So^lSL or ’
"Ribte - ® the west of the line C-oochi -p hakola - Toor Guda - Ramaguda. The
•tha^an?hm.?+CoBBiission shall be carried into effect by

ssta;; 2»BritS!! jLfftoi;:-
, ,11^ G^gnisaion.,.

/ i

mm



r
' gOBtoBBi^’e^^ under the Treaty, ul’tirii^lely debi49d.v.:|

t.., Vhat-there for thd dhitoession referred 1»e in that
i«' ^ ■. ■■ ■ I .s

-rr

:f.;

■v,-Jrtidle.' ■ '^1

f ; Hereorer, it is provided in the.aasie Article-ef the 
■'treaty-:that "the two Govemnients undertake ’iAiat they will

'k}

'%rea-i

"peotirely endeavour to prevent any migrationa of Sonalis or 
"other natives across-the frontier".

a*6. In the event, therefore, of such a contingency j 
arising there would aijpear to be no treaty obligation' whid 
would render undesirable any action which this Government niy 
find it necessary to take in order to prevent mass migrations.

On the contrary any acquiescence ii: such movesients 
would not be unlikely to embarrass seriously this Government 
with one or other of the Governments concerned for harbouring 
thdir or each other's nationals.

You will, however, appreciate that it may well prove 
impoasibie for this Government to. take adequate preventive 
measures along so long and desolate a frontier, and in the 
oirpumstancea I have thought it advisable to address you in 
order that you may indicate in any way the policy which it is 
desirable this rhverimient should adopt.

I am coimiunicating a cox'y of this despatch to His 
IJiajesty's Minister at Addis Ababa.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your most obedient, humble servant.

a.?

■7.

8.

(Sgd). J. A. BYUkh.

BKIGADIlSR-GJilJiEAL.
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-. I l&n th* honour to rofor to tho oilawtiwi «t pnmnt 
oxieting, 'Mi ii^i|i#..
2. ■HfiwW-
aoTornmeUt law lii ^ (U^% affootod oxMpt by a gnm^ 
ifMMar of mrn^ m ik* firtmtlan .hloh is a aataral zaaBlIt at 
m meij xmun lAicdi the pi^^iaal situation has

It Mat,, immx* bo apsraaiatod that one of tba 
roMlts of aw o«t^ of haatl|i«08 botMan Italy and MUapia 

•itete any taaaonaldo diatanao of the North Xaatan frMtim of 
tMa Coli^ would ba Mrtein to result in the iimniian of 
maaanuB Italian and StMillaa tri
thia-(^^ hlMJ da»«da whioh
would'i^taMlly WMia'^ thWr-.MiMreaa by >air r^ 
GoToiHiHta or, Mre ^i^dMlaPly whore the *tMb]pl*rtelUa 

are ooifonM^ to oaaapa the goMMl eonditioBo iaawitahly to 
ariaa in tM MMi of being eniartaken Waw WMii.
•Table MHu

are eon

i.

with thf^ atoM into

tire

4, fm «ee wadi ai thiit a^r a period of yoew thi 
W* TMial taadMiw m VMM Mi thi. epplloa ef rM«|t 
years aara ynUenlarly to Itellaa °mf1nnw). fey the t^j^
Of tMt 0<«mr and af JttMMla to sbMmmm to a^te to fUs 
ColoBy, but-up^-tatho-gMUBti wd rfth ■—1 ^
uoTeMBts as haro taMfi jAaae have asft pieiuaai a aajer peUtiiwx 
sltMtiii,

v.e., a*a.i. ,11.0,^^
:/
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m mieftt rmni tem
of hMUlitU. .oaU pAMbuto a wy di»««,t prohUik 

^ inw lo^lairaBte «0i4d «mioo mt« Md gra.ine of which
there le. ae yea an araro. already iiuiufhql«t for SaDyft trlhooi 
and inter-tribal flriotion wouU ronlt ehioh wouM bo likely to 
load to tribal oonfliota roquirli« Bllitary interyontioiw 
tha aitoation eoidd bo aggraTaM by the racial antagonien already 
oxlotiag betnon oortma of the Italic and

aW ino^loiia;

lUrthar,

i!^thiopiBn .triboB and 
the Britiah triboa to the Sooth and v/eet of the ft-ontiora.

In aeoordanoo with the 1907 Treaty with Ethi«^ia "the 
■triboB ooeupytng either side of the line shall have
S.

the right to
”uae the graaing groonda on the other aide aa in the pant, but 
■during their mlgrationa it is understood that they shall be aub-
■jeot to the jnriadiotion of the territorial authority.
*aoceaa to the nearest wells is equally accorded to the tribes 
■oooaqnriag either side of the line*.

Clearly, howorer, this provision was not intended to 
ooTor a eoBtingaaey of the nature now conteaqilated.

In reg^ to Italian Somaliland, althou^ the following 
provision appeared in Article li of the Treaty with Italy signed 
at Loodut in I92it>

Areo

1?. S* !?U abew tb Asaslsaion mfarred 

■ antler, •dlf C

;to in irtl
“of **■-------- iar

also shew

■ or 0
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ajqthe CoiiiBie»ion appointed under the 
that there wu no 
Artiole.

Treaty ulticateiy decided 
eaae for the conceeeioH referred to in that

• ioreover, it ie prorided in the 
Treaty that "the two GoTemmentB

sajne Article of the 
undertake that they will 

prevent any migrationa of Aomalia or 
aoroaa the frontier".

ree-
"peotively endeavour to 
"other nativea
6. In the event,' therefore, of auoh a contingency
ariaing there would appear to be no treaty obligation which
would render undoeirable any action which thia Covemment myfind it neoeaaary to take in order to prevent niaae ndgrationa, 

auch moveaienta 
aerioualy thia uovemnient 

concerned for harbouring

On the contrary any aoquieacenoe in 
would not be unlikely to emborraaa
with one or other oi tiie Ujvemiaenta 
their or each other'a nationala.

You will, however, i 
iaipoBeible for thia Government

7.
appreciate that it may well prove

to take adequate preventive
meaeurea along so lon^^ and desolate a'frontier, and in the
oircumatancas I have thou^^ht it advisable 
order that

to address you in
you may indicate in any way the policy which 
-J Government should adopt.

it ij
desirable this
8. I am coamunicatint: a copy of this despatch to liis
Majesty's Minister at Addis Ababa.

I have tne honour to bo,
Gir,

Your moat obedient, humble servant.

J. .1. BYidiiii.
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