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veve. 12th. August 30. |
Pérmifnsion to aend a copy of peras

“18 to 23 of the memarandum to the Afrioan
Womands Aid Comnittes .
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BLAIR CASTLE,

BLAIR ATHOLL.
- 3rd January 1931,

Dear Mr. Drummnnd hials,

R »“

—— .

Aauy tbanks. f'o\r your Lnt.t.n- of tné lst .Ianuarr. tnlLlng
n;: u? bhw Iurtnar dnspatcn whichHPyou hava rﬂLnlvnd from tha
Acting ‘Gohrnor of h»hyu an’ thla question. of thn mnpndmr-nt. of
the PnnéL ubdn ‘.H. raises such lmportant qw-mtiaua that, T am
, sending your Intﬁ.’f-r on to (olone~l ¥Wadgwood, and 1 think he
’ will probably feel that your letter pust bte lajd tefors pur .
Committes ‘oetc;rn ¥s can sopd & rsbly‘ }

.

1 s much obutnd tu you for u»nding we Liato of

pmaﬂﬁu imposed by 2mbn ¥ative Tribunales since 1926 and

f

Minutes of M~otinggof the Emtu Local Notive touncdl. . B

I hote that ones of the offsnces for which prnaltiers are

being impos: {f’is that of performing a second operation at

c¢ircumecislon. 1 had not realised before that such a thing misht

happern, Tt 8eems 10 me very torribls.



88,ELM Pank GARDESS,
_Sy.10¢
' 4‘,23rd Deoember 1930,

Dear Dr. Sbiels

I am sorzydm. to. have heeu,.a.bls ta reply

before to yn:«u, letter of the 24th Hovemacer, but Dr.

A
Bantham, to w)' - I sent it, has veen urr..el]‘, an

only Jjust heen ablg to return 11'.

She is aat isf

ays ago, and anked her how she vlewqd t.hi

s was by no menna 80 small a matter as Dr. Gilk's

would lead one to believe. It is also obvinwa



nn Hab %old us that he believes chal-ahe, resolutio

nod 1ittle'or me. offect.
' g hilp, alac, 1pte of ihe Tgmu Tumu Migsion,

2] 'fn.nt an old woman with @, knife m her Gand . He

rom actual cz arism;e of. having seeén {he opexg'mn
heuxfure thatl L,,shou‘Ld 1ike e faeel

.

:lu'n wap given tn the noture ar thw

v

te adopted, %’

1 have not been able 10 congult

n wﬂ.T emlude it.
1‘htee about’ this as 1 met this obstetyd
you that Dr. Benthem does not view

cian too lute,

am bound to fmy to

perat;o a8 serioualy as thie otherﬁduotor. “But I

ure t}w, if there is any doubt a’oqut it q;xongst medicel

the Committee would wish it to be furtha: e?uired
s Ar
s e W ]




S.0. for Dr. sShiels sig.

Downing Street,

' # ’ 0 A\ 2 T JANrI93; -
)(Su C. Botioley. 2 F 4 2+ 3 V‘ " Q'\ BooentboR 83

, LM
Sir J. Shuckburgh, oy 7 \(S\"‘ P
Sir G. Grindle. |\'° i
Permit. US. of S. ‘/1/

4

. s VRS
X Parly. US. of S, /Kf- iy n'}a Dear Duchess,
Secretary of Stale. ’
: You will remembver that onthe
/

DRAFT. f 4
: (23)! 14th July I wrote ~ you ®#tting ont the

S

HER GRACE -THZ DUCHESS OF ATHOLL,
D.BVB., M.P.

pragent legal position about famale

circumecision in Benya. In‘ the course of

/;4/-— : /%7’/;/

7%

that latter I told you that the Kenys .

Government were thinking of further

/

70

-

%
]
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A
Y

4574&4« . Qu.aﬁ:/(f}m

I

amending the Penal Code to make guita

gy

o

5
:i;

sure that the more brutal forms of the
o

operation would legally ve Qeemed n adm 0
/

even ir the girl consents. In my' .

(26) letter of thedst July I told you that

there would be no objection to your




to z'men& -fhe law further wag madd, it was -
. 'éenerally puppoaed by Administrative Officers/
. that there would be no difficulty in framing e

- definition of waim which, while covering the mors

"brutal forms of the operation, would not embrace

the form of ths rite ag generally practised among

»

the Kikuyu.

3, Ac a result of the mordeareful enquiries

o "‘
" which have now been rade 1t,4nppcars fairly certain

that, although the geverity of the operation may
differ in differeat districtes, it generally

amounts to somelhing more than simple clitoridectomy.

Thus the Nirecter of Hedical and Banitary Services

LG~
2oprrts as follows: -~

“The sub-Comnittese of ihe Central Board of
Heelth appoinzed to investigaie the processes
and results of lubour and childbirth among
Afriocan women, both generally and with specigl
reference to ths results, if any, of female
circumcieion, to which reference has been J
made in previous correspondence,ias collected |
a nertnin amount of information which is now .
HT "1)1 tle process of being examined atatistically. E
.v'ljhd um‘beru are ve‘;‘y gmall gnd the figures ;
onn}usive though, they

° rcumuision nmong ‘trie’ Kikuyu, .
" that there is a variation: m thé extent. of the
;Oparntinnf put “orily three individunlu ot of -
‘thzec‘hnﬂdred and seventy fouriwarse reported.
’ 66 huvi.ng undergone - clitoridleo N1y Fou
. ‘.\VGPO ‘gtuted to be uncircumcined
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o' Ui, Formithiond

feacagecth,

a bosis for eny generalization. The ~.:ekrid',‘

- it ! . -
‘real faats in‘gﬁjy ven area without actual

physical examination, ohich it would he guite . |

impractical to0 undertake, vhile the nugbexms

at present examined by the sub-commiitag

- "rradé n% are clessly insufficient g
~ 4]

however, guch as it ig, goes to ghow th‘s.“

the performance of a very large proporti‘pn

tfxe opsrations, as now cuetoma.rily perfoim&é’d
among the Kikuyu, an offence punishable under

the Penal Code. Such a situation was néve;.'
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Gl : g X . v
he nécégbary definition
2, " . ’ .
2 : v i
Vic : ® L - rigorously to suppress circumcision in all
oY - : e : R
A ne DI RosE ‘1ts forms. - L A

AW R T

. . R
dgen would ve c(ysiderabls,
%% AR

+

&LWMN‘

7. 7 In these oiroumstances ¥ fee], sure

YES /Teel pré.atica;&, that the wiger course to pursue is to
[ i L

g Whitén to

i
gion bn €hersﬂ§§yi& Bewr whic endeavour to redu:e the rite to itg mildent
= o . ) e e
0 : Ll s T / "y .
enffgeed in % (\}\Yffaalice ot e o foraivy means of education and propucends
' b SRS P - PW-A’ iy ’
S L i - K | 5 - Lt » s
ﬁﬁ]x;;“'}piziﬂh\- L : / ya A G ant euch adminisira. ‘e action as van be L. ]
T - . - SR ] - o (
= b = : - :
o B A= T
» o further cone " - 4 undurtaken with the zssistance of the native -
3 N e 4 A B \
S : . . S~ TES . st |
e ¥ . . o - .
/{'5&}%5“?3 o smend the Pened : anthortties themselves. , i
JQf.‘ o Con ) )“j
8. You may be interested in the '
: |
:
atimched 1list of penal/l’cies which have been i
imposed by the Zmbu Hative Tribunal% since’ '
~,”‘n'.’f ."‘
1926 on natives who have contravsned a
g resolution paseed by the Loca) Fative ©
Gouncil of the Fwbu Distriot in that year
¢"1énd-colour o the sugzastion that the . A copy of the regolution in quastish 1s"sd:
. . .)_: st . ) . A .
antiexad, ‘together with an.extract'from . the




eénsure that the
*

but a skilled opere‘.tvo'r can

results of the operation are so restricted.

> Gietn

g;&i\re incision. thé” Acting Governor

Yours sincerely,

inced, thé,t" gﬁéa@y prpgress towards a

upon and by the native

gy‘hilse' active penal repréasion R

PR A

‘bi's nbego would have the

T

{,Ebvernment[wou;ld be right not to procesd with

i .

‘ fennl, &
» amendment og’ the Fode, but to

D R

‘affects of,(education and propa-

by

~iT

e

oo

el s
10y’ may find 1t’/p0531b15 to

& - b T hevrew <
Embu Councily though—we-must

restriciion of the
ouncil has noy latid

Vo




GOVE‘BNME,NT Fiousk,

= S 1.% ) : KENYA.
ECEIVE N O W&w

o ..
O CONFIENTIAL. o | RESSEEEER, 19%0.
'kc;i w L.:" L.o Ff_’E_E)
=
= My Lora,
& R 1 have the honour to refer to the
© o K Governor's Confidential teiegrams No. d\,{3 of the ‘
s J?: 2 . 23rd or September and No, 29% or the 9th of September
Y z in which it was expie. :od that it was not proposed
h turtiier to amend the Pensl Code in the menmer tore-

shedowed in paragreph U or the Governor's Confldent:.a.l.

7

5 =z ¥ ¢ Despatch, No. 44 or the Lbth ot Yarch, l9Y30,pending
\éj the results or an enquiry imstituteu by the HMedical .
: 3 Department as to the nature and 5COPe ot the operatj'.ohf‘
o as practiged among the Kikuyu and its etfects on’ohild«
? \\l‘; - birth, - ' o
2. At the time tae proposalsj»c_ontaimac‘?in the

Gavernor'es Conildeniial Despatch or the Lbth -oﬁ—idaruhj

t

were made it was generaily supposed by Administrative
o&ncers that there wouwld be no dirrioulty in framing -

8: denmtlon of maim which, while covering the more

(;7‘4—"'?1 W@Q é— = X;‘w—i‘f\z,» ';}2 Qm 4

brutel rorms or the operation, woula not embrace the

i} v PN
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ot

torm of the rite as generally practiged sinong:ina
Kilmyu. '
3. Aia a result or the more careful enquiries

which have now been made it appears tairly certain

R b iy

sa

that, although the severity ot sthe dperation nay

girfer in dirrerent distriots, it generally amounts

to something mors than simpts olitoridectomy. Thus

¥

the Direvtor or Medical and Senitary Services reports
é .

ag 1ollowg;~

"Ths gub-comwittee o1 the szxtrai
soaxd or Health appointed %o
investigate the progesger and yesult
ot labour and childbirth among -
African women, both generally emd
with specisl rererence to the resul
if any, or female odircupcision, 46
whioh® feferense hss beau mede ‘In. |
previons correspondence has gollecte
a certain mmount of information:
which ie now in the process of being
examined statisticelly.  The nambers::
are var{ miail and the figyyes -
cunnot be accupted p8 apnolusive
though they L;i{ be ‘a:.%fmant. .

The resultg indicafe that thers is
considergble variation in the sfiesis
as regards childbirth, of remele
circumcision among the Kiluym, and,
thoretore that there is a vz_ariumon
in the extent of tne operatigm, bub
only three -individuale out of three
hundred and seventy four were re-
ported as having undergope
clitoridectony only. Xour were
ststed to be upcircumcised.?

4, Youp-Torashdp-will, of courss, app';éciuta~'~
the very great uiffionlty in acriving at the real
teots in any given ares without'sotual physival

exauination, which it.wowld be:qu
undertake, wh?.i_»a the nn.uibers at+




)

|

U oo yoess 3, ,{mm( Despatch No.\398 of ‘the 301:11 ot September, 1930,to

fnr zmy geuer&l z\aﬁmoa.

evidence, howeve;', such as it is, gok's %0 B{fﬁw hé

*pxm:.sna‘ole umier the I’enal. COua. E;ilah 2
situation was never . temg.l.ad;ed at the b&me tue pro-

onezm,

uose.}. furx:ncr o, @mend the Penal Gode waa maﬁa,

1 fzel sure Wour—}ﬂsdah&g L «sg;ee w\:.:f‘ll;ﬂig \.hat in :

the circumstances it would be lmwz.va Curther to prosesdii

with ths proposal at present. 2{ A
be Quite apart rrom the teconicel ditxicﬂliy ‘

of tramng the neceesary de inition, which ’i und.ersta.nd

Irom ke Attorney General zmd “the Director of Medical

end Benitary Ssrvices g consmerable, there is the

very real practlcal objection to putting a provision
on the Statute Book which cannot be realiy entorced in
the absence o1 support rrom native public opinion.
Ehi"s aspect oI the case has been fully stated by the
Acting qunor or ugende in paragraph 11 or his

rouY’ Lordship; & co‘py or mnch he)has sent me, and 1
have nothing tu a&d to-khis remgrkﬂ




Be Pnere is, however, the further consideration ‘

that. any attempt to amend the Penal (ode in the
manser proposed wonld undoubteuly have a mogt d.ls*urb-
. ihg; m‘;&em off the Kilmya ‘at the pragsent tima. The
Vrovmn:‘.a.l uammisamnsr ! Jix. Horns, gr:\.:;r;:;me(th.at
tha '0 ’ﬁ&ent situsbion in the Reserve is most m%ia-«
mcf,r,u'y, znd that ho bag every reason 10 b&lleva that
11; er;i.g remsin 80, provided nothing is dong. to- ifm.l .
-nolom¥ t0 the suggetion tifat the Governmant ;:zropna ‘
1o interfere with “The enstoms of the tribe _ix:;:x,aqggo
of their womem, It would ba quite, --m‘g‘gssm.a to."
axpiain o the pative uind e lagel nzcatiqs' ,}n
ix eny cefinition of "Raim™ tha.t wight ev)sf_ Sosildy. B
evolved, and it would w{ ondy toojeasy fow .n*.
parsops to spread the rmours that ‘the -foverpmius.

RS0

intended rigorously to suppress clxeunciaion in g

e

its forma.

Sy

ST fo f ok
ELoP e

R

Te In these circumstances 1 feel sure that the
wiser course to pursue is to endesvour to reduce the

rite to its mldest form oy means of education and

propaganda and sush admm:\stmtiva action &8 ocan; Y
* uniferteken vith the. a sistanne of -the native authontiesf




LT T TR TR

by the Local Native bou.ncll or the Embu District ine
that gear., . A copy or the resolution in questlnn ;
is /‘év.nnexed heThLp, together with an extract from the
mizmtes Or o meeting of the sam Council held in
Februery last, rrom which it will be peen ihat native |
opirion in that ares is tending towards resiricting
the operation to its mildest rom. The license of

~ operators by the Council ie a measure which will gla
at the protection cf tnoge uperated upsn from sny

R <

excessive mcx.smn, Tt bommced that steanprOgreeﬂ

towards a modificatipw of whe. rite and its eventual’
gradual abandonment mey be hoped for through carefnl
intluence upon and by the native authora.ta.aa, wh11n+
active penal rapressmn by Goverment a% this stage
would have $he reverse gilest,

(\:9. In view of what 1 hava wnttan bave ngb _
conzulted the Governors ox "'a.ngnnylxa end Uzanda. on
the question of rurther amendments to the Binal code, T
but copies or this deppatch are being sent them for
inyormation. -

"1 have the ‘lonuur to be, My Lord,
lour lLordshipts

kost obedlent, humble servant, ¢




27. Y. 2b. feri‘ormlng a 5 Ghuka Tribunal  Pine Shs, 80/- - 2k
: second circumcision in default N
3 months Role {[2_— i
3. 1. 27, ——ee 1 T Lrensferred VI E—;;‘ 1B
DG.Ts Gourtls ) of 1
Nq record thers| [ % I
£ osuis by 1
aibchirged, | Lol il
. . R T
lb. g. 27 Yertorming a clrcumcision R
not belng a regisierea I

circwacisor 4 ——tt e

afay

ib. 8. 27 s 2 . ot
¥. 9, 27 b 7 e e

— 3

1040, 27 7 LemaTana 1 abere
’ Pripunal

‘515? e,

19.11,27° ' Perrorsing a second L Enbu
) : c 1rcumc1810n Pribunsl

z

T | 2 EE Y
18, 1. 28 Forforming a circum- Kbere Fme Shs. .50/ ; ‘55,%%
cision not being a Pribunal in defanft WO s R E
registered circumeisor 2 2 wonths’ =3 5% ‘
. N nNge:
8, 0. 286 ter.oraing a second Unuka #ine Shs, 9cEX
ciremmcision 2 fribunal o,5gt
. {o32af:
27. 6. Pertorming a circuu- EET 3
cision not telng a . a2930
reglstered circumeilsor 2 meleee rine Shs. SEBT
R - 1Eag®z
19, 8. 29 Pertorming a second LE™59
circumcision HEFE
o

7. 3. 30 a) rerrorming a circun-
cision not being a
reglstered c:.rcum—

Coegisory s T -

l’arfoming a sacom

onuumo 8 n




szence

A%

&) Pertforming a 2. mbu vine Sus, 150/

circumcision not privupal  in defanit 2
beihg & registersd months K.l. on
oirpumeisor. each charge.

p) Perrorming a second
circumcision

8) Yerforming & cirqum-
615100 Bot bolig a . ) y .
regular’ olremelsoy 2. i rine o1 Sha.

b) Frfomming & ggsona 120/~ in
circumoigion deranlt 2
months H.i.
on eachoharge
,.i et b i v

Yerioyming & ciroum-
cision not being

a reglstered ciroum-
C180T, 1, e Ponding.

Abetwent of abcve. 1. I Pendiog.




Bubu Local Hative Comicil
‘he1d at Hfhirtkwa's Camp on 25th. August 1926.

o " No person otker than one duly suthorized by the Embu
+ocal Council shall, within the Fmbu Distriet, perform
or a3sist in the psrformsnce of the operation of
Cliiterodsctaonmy.

2. o person subject s the jurisdiction of the Bmbn

' Local Bative Council, in the Embu D%strict vwhen per-

| foruing or assisting in the arfcrmance of oliterodec~

' tomy shsll aake sn inoision of gvaaicr extent or depﬂy

than is necessary for the removal or excision of the

clitoris.

Any other incising or mutilation of the privats parts

of a woman shall vol be performed or permitted to be

performad,

3. No person may perform more than one operation of

cliterodectomy and no person may perait more than one |

such operation to be performed on any woman to whom e
1s in the position of parent or guardian.

' Any person affected thereby who shall refuse
neglest or feil to comply with the aforeseid

Resolutions shall be guilty of an offence punishableﬂ

|
!

| under Seotion 8(2) of the Native Authority Amenduwent
| Ordinance af 1924, ", y

8D, V.0OIE s
 VICE PRESTDENT.




1926 rer;a;rd.mg fomale ofrpuw ciswg,aluhough 1t nads
1112938l muy cut »mrv of the extaronl werte, aighﬁ tie

intacpretefl y opsvators ag permitting sueh an amount -

of inbernal euiiing =0 might easily CRUEO agsid»mbz&‘“

P

He suggested thet the Commelil shcml& givc o rulj)g

inborpreting the law gs permitiing mm&va.l of ithe g
glans cliioridis unly, sivoe any desper lnf"ision f%
wifld oause tha removal of parts the mttim, Of which

1
1\&;:10\& the intention of the rsselutien to ailow. o

igterference with the normal hmoti{» Gf WORED .

The meaning of such a ruling wag garefully

axplained to the Council, Yo . ‘
Saveral members, representing ths fige trives of |

the Distriet, spoke stremgly in favour of such a

ruling and the Oocncil unanimously. egreod. :
The President promised to oonvey the ruling to i

Kinmas, who nonld be informed that %




‘ Parkw 0. B
7<511C Botiomley. 9 .1 - : 24 November,1950.

ir 7. Shuchburak.
Sir J. Sk ® 8.0, for Pr, Shiels.

Sir G. Grindle.
Permi, US. of S. D{ ‘§ Canfidentisal,
¥ Paiy. US. of S. ’T gf, w-1l3o s QWL'
Secrdary of Siate. b‘MEM I have oow looked Zato tbe
1;: BW for oonson. po.‘&t ralsed by you in your ietter of the &

18%h Novembar about the definition or ihe

. . 2
word "malim® ia the Kenys : msl Coda,

e ar At
‘ol Asholl The definition of "maim* in the

: : Pensl Code 17 @« &

" -

"Meim weens. the destruystion

or (@ rmanent disubling of eny externsl or
‘nternsl organ, member or snse”

In or:ier un mak

®

1% perfeculy
clear that the position as to female

oireumeision will be ooversd, it is

proposed"é{a stated in pp aé gph 10 of



ofhe bperetion of femsle circumcision-which

“involves the rema®al of the labia mejors, labia minore
kg

s
.end I aaid in my letter

oor
N A

any of them is a maim“j_

~

Xauy of 7 tham“ uoum bs rendsred "ady pars
Ui , gl willime Vi Ve o
Wwﬂﬁi&ﬁythmg in excass of
- I Al
;u.e nlitarodectomy. A zﬁ

b e e S Ay Gl <R
rightly,

.
e 6‘496—

whut D'r. 3

o If T understand you -

_dow.. wuggests is timt 1o the oein definitioa the word

"mombsr” .,

Il

"part” should be subrtituted for the word

1£ however soORe such sddition &s 1. set out abeve is

el et
muds to the defiaitien, there will be a dofbibe

statement that the mare, exfipisive forms of

denthem 3

A S

(29)

2

8
13




c 1ruume&i on. ‘ ‘

May--I remind you of what

I seid Lia my letter of the 3let July thd

A .



A
” o .e"
4
R
-
'
]
a

3‘5\3{/

©8,ELM Parxk CARDENS,
S.W.10,

e —pp——————

Nov Wbe., 1430Q.

. 2 ./7
L M o Q /&L

?

kN Yed s ' «o Puiestine, aud
4
I uon ol s A.e-u_v;,,k_ Wer I 3.7 how sor:y I was
"
cooaNe LRat o yoa W unwell' Jisuy I contitae our cor-

2

ol

PuBPuLIenG® &, Li= S loe pe..i code for
ks

Kérya vozre wo taeflh

T taing I Mo toad Joe Lo uoor

Cla Not fee. sur- taul tue opec

cuncislo, L Sorduwd I0le. WOdie Cowe
WLLAIN Lieo vordi. Yo LAave Lo I e o0 Ll
I 21d not e-oprein Lafore Lawl cole selooo) oo tae

Lied ln o paras: .0 1o of tae

de Cinitloa o0 Moayat

Ko owwitaiails O wealer . Criieer o0 Heodin Lo Kenruo,

0. Hellias fad oince ro-3it o.ted Lals opiulen, nd

BUp,e8te ool M e ecz Upart” cuucd bs sdusuitatny

for "meber" Liw o.dcatlon algnt then be covered. Could

[e%

point be examiicd?

tnat T, £ind Lt, dAfLioy

I must say furtrer,




Lo PERLr. EVel Lae Lessaer fora of the apstration

ae “"cuapnricively L"J. lal™ - the terk by wilen Lt s |

orprliped tn 2 -,znd even AL Li vars I do

Lot g@. wnal guarantes Loery ¢an we tasl nny Nublve
0.,6r2LG %aald 3tor Bhurl 4 the ssVersr eopurasien.
Ry Informaticn Lot et Jne sulon In regked Lo GhAw

makte. o wilen you

/{, i Z( !"4

~ oo z-
IRV E RN NS

tre o desd reltes.

“ v

A7 . ~,.
Jj(} P

%\ N W 7%

/ ,
?}\J/ZF ({ £ Sz Etan ¢ /0\ {,v-, [re 'é//,, .

T. Drummond Shisels Esy. M.D, K.C. K.P: _—_
Golonial offtog, I - B
S '




]

1 attachlia s blank file éovorinﬁ\the Henya
correspondence which i{ seems necesaary to M-bw‘-wif
It consists of :-

No. 2 on 15943/79 and its enclosures (which should
evenrually be returned to thair files).

This is reforrad to in Mo. 12 on 16004/30 {see
bBIJQEZ}

Nc. 3 on 153/4S apd ife firet {but mot ite
povond) saclossre, {thia enclosurs should aleo be
rgturned to the file efm ).

Hoof on 16U04/ 30 2ud its spclosre, 1.6, Bo.'a{a}%
on 28004/30. 1t doep not seen nedessary to print
the %elogrumn raferrsd to et the dogiuning of this
despatoh. )

Ho. 12 o8 16w4/3u, onmitting para. 13 4nd s11
enclosures.

Ho. 17 on 16004/3G, with all the enckeures except

L
R

tho rezort nf tho inqueat proceedinge (this entails o
sanll srmsuro in paragraph 9 of the despatch).

"In ordey to nika a agomplete set of the enclo-
sures | Lave not roroved the original of the D.H.stk
nemo. froan the file. This should eventually be

roturned).

Ho. 18 un 16wA/30. ~ M roply to No. 18 when

it is received.
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SIR CECIL. Bommerx C.K.G., C.B., 0.B. E., T

Cae® o GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
k PR Coii KENYA ;
EAST AFRICA.
9th October, 1930C.
Vi s
Lorre i Ay

Dear Bir Cecil, )

Toank yor {or yox’f’r letter No,16004,%50
of the 10th September, 1930, sending ms copiee of . f
corragpondsnce which Dr, Shiels had mith.the '

Duchess of Atholl on the question of female circums

cision in Kerya,

A% you inow, questlons of further
amsndments to the Pensl Oode have been the subjest ;

of rocent telegraphic correspondence., 1 hépo ‘to
be able to aend eff o despatch to the Secratary of
State shortly, az soon as this subject has been
considered in Ewecutive Commpil,

Yours sincersly,

I bt

COLONIAL




@ telegram frem the Governor of Kenya tc the gecratary

of gstate fcr the Colonies.

Dated 23rd Sentember, 1950.
[Received Coloniul Office 12.34 r.m. 23rd September, 1.92(6?

?

(de 30 Yo. 315 Copfidentinl XMy talegram Ne. 295

Cénfidential Delete all words after ordinance and
substitute "further® definiti-m of wor-‘d nmuin®

was sitered -y Selsct Commlttee By subsiitutisn of
wmembert For Smembraned and alteration now embod{ed’
lu penai code. Regret if woids now detated from

telegram under reference whilsh wap sent under a

s

miser rehension were misleading.
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State Q\n’tm c‘ozcmwa.
¥ o 3330,

(Recelvec Iudg; oz oS 7.obth Sep‘oemoér 1930)

i No. 295. Tans4en ; i
Nekd R - -
» / Your VE7F§ram at AU nwsast Confidentsdl No. 153
a8 statedin peraziepi [ o ~y despetch of 15th March

ﬁ“ﬁﬁ\ Confidential No. 24 cunslderable diffieulty was anticipated: |
in defining the more brulal form of cperabion which ehould
be deemed s mslming end as expleined in paregraph 4 of my

7.9-00,,75 despateh of 14th august No, 121 an enguiry has been

‘ :‘:th 1nstituted by Medlcal Department as to the nature and scope

| © of operatiocn a8 practised amonget Kykuyu and 148 erffect

! : on childbirth, Pending result of thet sngulry which is

: not yet co/r.c}.uded 1t did not appsar desirable to amsnd

|

Ordinancgimeml-y»m‘jmrpasgw ‘UL ScTonting member -for-
. Jpembrene: \Eaapatch follows.
i , o \
¢ A vnGeds A \,, e g L’Q. .
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::. ‘ #mm.n-( Q% o Loy el T el
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Stcretary of State.

DRAFT. :

AOuin ’
S’I'"“ﬁ'.'m_f’g ..J.ux..x.,

C Lo Do Brids .,5».‘,.

B oMM Beasa Sy L

[ RTgmyg Ay B

T Lph - b 0TS

L,) A d"")- fya, Q‘}

5 hE e, "";

AL +hess of At}\oll’
Fr.Phe Juche iy

T 22

s.o.for Sir

C.Bottomley's signature. -

Jowsing wireat

{ & weptenber, 30,

seiore be left 1or Genevs, B
Jr.shizle veked me to Segd you.the
2nciesed cuplen o serred punlence
which he has had with the .mchess of
Ablicll on the nuestivn of fomaln
circumeision in senyu e he thomght that

you would like to have them on record,

tou will see that the Juchess

iy
{and her ’J-{Is/c) wore given/\the informa-

tion about the proposed amendment of t.he
k
)
definition of “maim" in the Yenul . )

N QM l“"‘vﬁe

Code referred te-in paras.b & 6 oIZym'a:'

Jruq-

“Dr. Shi‘glzs‘,,fqlf:‘ fﬁgt’ in all t’h’a. -



I have received your’

latfor of the 12th Avgus

to femals Circumeinioh in Kenya.

. 46 pagards the amsndment

of edical avd Senitary'Services that
. tha wrding thera ziven doss, i

aTagts and By by

s

U, G BUETRNLEY.
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: anting that'gt,
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12th August, 1930.

I/

5
&

Dear Dr. Drummesnd shie”gs,
?
I arz forvry not v nave Inp. .ed dooner ts your

letter of ths 31 July, for yhizh many i{hanka.

Of courze I quits understand the wish of the Govetnor

of Kenya that there should bs no pubiic Ahnouncemsent in ze-

?gard Lo 8 possible Gmendmant of the definition of "main?.

1 am corry that I iwd xot Lylly takes in that it was

gt in regard to the daflni;.;iun of "maim® in 3ectlion
221 of the néw code that condidersatlion was bsing given
to the possibility of J.iéfer definition. Xn regard
to the further dafinition/\proposed at the end of para-
graph 10, of mba l(pnya Medical ofricern Memorandum, is
the wording “any of them" quite clear? I hope it

méana tiheh ;hh& Fenoval off_rg part would be conseiderad

&"ms.im“ - A T .'




Birictly confidential by members of qur committee. 4}?
1 wonder if I might send a copy of parggraph §
rtiwan s
15 to 23Ato the Chairman of an African Women's Aid

Committee which has recentiy been set up in Rdinburgh
to study conditions relating to welfare of womsn and _shiida
‘e ~5 -
L . ren in Africa, and to 2esdpe. money 1o help whers necesanry,
They are conaidsri?F raloing money to 1elp in maternity
> 1
- a4 ,

and child welfara wor ané the paragraphs in question gfﬁ& n

& Very clear and comprehensive account of the exinting

S A iATaN, and shobld therafore liks to Send that Paxt uf
ihe Kemorandum to thic lady, if I have your permiseian

to do =BO.

T. Drummond S8hiels,®sq, M.D. M,P.
Colonial office,
L.

e ———

provisions, i do net think thare ia anythfng confidentidl |
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Stv 7. Stiuckburgh.

&ir G. Grindle.
Jo

Permt, U.S. of S. 5o .7‘

X Parly. U.S. of S. { s Q/C

‘ﬁ Secretary of State.

DRAFT. ;

Her Crace .
.~ - The Duchsss of Atholl, M.¥.

* For Dr Shiels!'

, 10 SEF 1030
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