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Downing Street,
3rd November,1928.

¥y dear Lord Francis, .

You cqn well understand that the
discussions in the Imperial Conference during the
last ten days about the status of Indians domiciled
within the Bfitish "“mpire outélde Indin havg crused
the Duke and nyself frmemse difficulty DBut T beg
of you not to be perturbed by the final conclusion
that was reached. The FPrime Minister, with the
Duke, has made it abundantly plain on behalf of the
Britieh Govermment that no hope could be held out
to Indig of the decisions taken last July beins
modified, and that the "’%ﬁ_;v(‘ﬁ??ﬁ ’:t,eo:1 !y.?lmmt
those decisions will proceed /mccording to plan.

All that has happened is that some time or other

next year the QOV.M of India will appoint a

Committee t0 discuss with the Sbcretary of State

for the Colonles Whd his advisers, the position of

Indians domiciled in British Colomies and

PMnuﬁtu, 8.2+ British Guiana, Vauritius,Ceylon,
"M




_ P34, and that the Secretary of State m eon-
sented to receive any Pépregentations that this
_ Committee might desire to make %0 him about the
Kﬁl position.

~ The Seecretafy of State, in teleframs
despatched immediately after last Wednesday ‘¢
session of the Imperial Conferencé, has made
“this plain to Sir Tobert coryndon, and it would
be wrong if your friends in Kenya were w0 trke

alarm about it
84r Tej Sapru understands the position

exactly, and can be under no 11lusions about 1it.
Mo doubt he will endeavour to make the moet of
the reception that his advocacy, and the advocacy
of Lord Pesl and of the l'anarajah of Alwar on
't‘mr of Indians was given at the Imperial
Conference. Lut tis is to be expected .

he Secretary of Btate has impressed
upon 8ir Robert Coryndon the importance of dis-
regarding newspaper ocgrment upon, oOr unauthorised
versions of, the conclusions reached B0 far as®

Britdes.golonies ard Protectorstes (and partfeularly

Kenya) are congerned.
T am very sorrybowmtyw”

47

laid up in « hospital with you: leg, as I shouM
like %0 D¢ able to have & talk with you and to
tell you privately of the dirficulties with
wvhich the British Government has beén faced
“ever the Inttan Question during the lnst forté
night, It has been touch and o for some
days whether Sapru would resign from the Indian
delegation with all the serigus conseauences for
the Covérnment of Tndia and the British
Oovermment 1f this had happened. Yhat in fae'
has happened is that no such resimation Nns
taken place, and yet no cpncession that need
cause your friende in Kenya any concern has been
made . Of coursethe Tndian quecstion has not
been put out of the way for all time and, as you
say, there will be n continuins crop of trouble
for the Colonial Office for some ycarg to come.
It 12 Just onc o” these fundar antal problems of
the world which ca' never be settled once and
for all, any more han the relations of capital
to labour ot 0¥ ren %0 women. Tt has to be
Josognised that Tndiamd of all cla:ses apd of
every Mnge of politieal gpinion are unmited in
theilr derunciation of the decirions taken by




the British Government last July. and a elose
study of the gpeeches made at the Imperial
Oonference will ashow the importance of the
whole question %0 Imperial. yelations. In
circumetances of extreme 41 7ficulty the bBritisn

Goverriment has not ylelded an inch on these

decisions. All that has happened 18 that the
Britisn Covermment has said that, yhen the
Committee to be appointed by the Govermment. of
India meets the gecretary of State in perhaps 8
year's time, 1t will be competent for the
Agmmittee to make represartations. That ia the
least that the British Govermment could conaent
to do, and they have jone No more.

vours sincerely,




