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4217. Mr. Hope Simpson,—To ask th¢ Becretary of State for the Colonies, whether an!
ot 1.8 nqifiry was conducted, and a rhport submitted by Colonel Robert:on, on the subject
of alternative routes for the Kagin (tishu railway; what were the reasons which
worctary of determined the Guvernment to adopt the Nukuru rcuts rather than the Mau route;
and whother he will place the Rsport by Colonsl Robertson and Reports ou they
subjeot submitted by the technical advisurs of the Kenys government vou the tabl
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" et in the Library for the information of the Members of this House. [ Monday 184
Q- February.]
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\, We should te careful not to he ‘ragred
D
W \ into nny contircversy on thais vuestion, which is \
- ‘entirely a matter of feud tetween Ulr. ‘icGregor !
N ¢ Y . |
g§ v Rues "nd Coleonel Roberteon. See the wrte.ed paper
N ) /
* ( Lk/fiséé//z 3 ) receriing Mr. Rose's demund
N i
& fer rmers in orisr ‘vt “e misat nilicry Colonel 5
{

Qoterts it :efore the Inetitute of 7ol

‘,\‘. ’ i urgineers.
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™he history of thne feud is Yriefly that
§ / Colonel Robertsopn was:mace Chairmun of a -
D\Q i . Comnission of Enqu‘ry intc the Public Works

Department’ of wnich ifr. ‘acGregor Ross was

Dipector, acd that his report contained criticismsy

}._solng. of unseund, ¢f M} Ross'e administration.
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"On the top of that, when‘tué;_qbi(axiéﬁ_of

constructing “the firet part of the 'fkgiké—lyeri

extengion was under consideration early in 1922,
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1u2ﬁ. the,&,oraagry of State Le;egraphe
t¢ the Governor asking whether he
considered tnat the retrenched members
of the P.W.!. staff were capable of
cerrying on tne work. The Governor
telegrapned Luclr that, fter consulting
Colonel Rovertson, re cconnidered that

"

tne staff! were not capalle, ond this
&

Lelegram'Lecoming known without its
conte;t, gate ¥r. Ross the idea thet
Colonel Rolertson h:c expresced ine
oninion thet the P.W.T. zs « whole were
nct Carmpetent to carry on rallway
construction

Soon ~fterwards ¥r. Ross retired
B vension und is now cut for tleoa
Coming to the matter ‘ealt with
gBn the Question, Colonel Robertson, as
ngineer-in-charge of Railway Surveys,
nveslig~ted various routee f{or the
anain cishu Rallwdy, and he.compafed they

merits, from a engineering and finiucidh

) (r)
point of view, ofAn line leaving the
main Uganda Ruilway at Yakuru at the

vi)
tottowm of the Rift Valley, ond of a line

n line further on at the

1eavi%g the
Lop of the Hau eS““romen%fﬂEI;i;:;;;;%—. A
Easvexumined by ,olonoL ﬁammomd whb rad
w!EEntXQ returned frod’apeciel 1nves%¢ga{‘j " ) / ﬁF
t;on of railvay matters in Fast Africa, ' -
and by the Consulting Engineers. They LY
both had criticisms of detail to make on N

Colonel nobertson's figures, but it was

on tneir ﬁkn.l edvice that the 8. of S. : J
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deaided to approve of fhe’ n‘a,kum raﬁh

Mr. )lcm'emt Rossl# chase 18 tnt Colanel
- Rohertaon'x ddvice i%;‘open to still furthek ¥
criticism than that which it got, and that

the result would have been to turn the scele
in favour of the Mau rcute. It is a matter
Vi which the inspgction of a map tends

1) ‘g;r "eur of Mr. McGregor Rosa's

55 %lnee the ¢id and the
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) F y T “"x?
gy %o . "v*’ndua'of,‘ at which ﬁ@@",
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Tre add? ions) factgre which have to te vorne

.wuro%@ey are onlv-h i 10 miles apart,

in mind :a‘bnzilc;l'rly,that the new route
’ >

ie expeo.ed1 to e vroductive ¢ t"aff;c at

vvery toint,; emé that it pas:er & the tagi

av

tjghe.tcp of ths :ildn.2 “orest,
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atsolutely useless to re-oten
the question, .5 the new :ine hus olready
nroceeded far teyond the reglon of the Mau
escarpment, and Colonel Robertson's purely
temporary appointment in Kenya is coming to
an end. In any case his advice, sooa 0r ‘
bad, was fully cong&%ﬁred and qmed unpp $
the responeiule aut?urities * nd lt woul& bc‘
contrary to all tradition of the Public

Seryice
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M CASIN GISTU RAILWAY
AL o~ , Mr. SIMPSON askeed the Secionary ol

State for the Cofnnies whether an cnquery
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Upganda Raobaay, by Calone Hanienmd
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L recommendations and [ see no reason for
hmulr'\n‘g further into the ;mattey




ks regards vqufmeﬂ:'éﬁtli'iol, zthink that the Secretary

of State would be justified in asking for notice on the
ground that he has had many other matters to give first
attention to during the three weeks he hae been in Office;
but I append the following swygestions:~

Hae it not baen“eaublianed that Colonel Robertson anvdrc a
mese of this matter?

I cannot edmit that,and I 8uggest that g supplementary
question should not be used in order to make & personal
attack, .

Is Colonel Roberteon to be employed on future railway
surveys?

No, as they will be carried out under the direct super-
vision of the General Maneger.

Va8 the ropte chosen ao to serve rrivate interests?

No. It was chosen as reseing through probable scurces of
new traffic and as providing - the best through route to
Uganda.

How much money has been wasted through the choice of rcute?
The question presupposes that there has been a waste of
money. The finencial argumeats for one route or the

other turned ultimately on a relatively emall Aifference




