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EAST AFRICA,
28th December 193¢, -«

Dear Mry .Ormsby-Gors,

By this or last mail I sent an otficial
despatch recommending, if it should prove necessary, the
of compulsory native ladbour for railway construction,
gend semi-officially copies of Felling
telegrams he has exchanged with Uggnde. iid not inelude
them in my despatch because of course I do not touch Uganda
affeire; Felling ie a rervant 1 1tries,

Tne positicn is really grave, a
will all be in serious trouble cver handling the
cotton crop this season, and more e=o next season,
comstruction is to be delayed, ncidental
people are losins many tens of valuable ripe coffee,
the neighbouring reserves are full of comnaratively i
natives, As soon as the "uke go- 4§ Saferi 1 am
holding Paraz n Kikunm rd ¥aevir 0 ourace vatives "

have had

good crops and ready markets,
dirculare to Administrative o
much effect unless btacked, con A ] vy & Govermment

oxrcder,.




cOVERNMERT Houst, L -
RENYA, .
CAST AFWICA

order, The bales of Uganda cotton are now coming out, and

the delay, waste and congeestion are becoming really serious,
Uganda labour should handle their own crop, from which tre
growere derive great profit.

I note in Reuter Mr. Amery's reply recently
in the House to the effect thet every endeavour was being
made as to the transpertation of Uganda cotton, but however

perfect the mechanical arrangements may be, their value ip

verv greatly reduced if
the rew railways or to handle the produce, The positicn is
nearly as bad in Kenya ee it is irn Uganda,

Yours sircerely

T\-}\. (b 7\(_1/\/\1‘ €~
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; Q?“ _ » et Becmper, 1924,

€ Dear Sir Robert,
The position of the Railway in the matter of 7
the ‘ghortage of labour is becoming very serious.

We have been short cof laebour on the Thika
Nyeri extension, on the relaying near the Coast, and, in’
fact, on all our worke throughout Kenyw and Uganaa.

It is essential now for all administrative
officiale to aseist us, and especially the officiale
in Kavirondo.

An slarming feuture is the luck of &
sufficiency of labour at the Kisuru piere and the

extrege shortage of labour at the Uganda piers.

In this connection the attauched copies of
telegrame exchangel with the Uganda Government wre self-
explanatory. The position is that 100 Kavironuios are
leaving Jinja 1n two days' time, their time having
expired, while lurge.nut.beri of time-expired men are
steadily leaving Port Bell and llumasaguli.  With the
ghortage of labour in Kenya no ussietance for lgunda

piers cen be givan fram here.

. 8
e 0f course,we cannot hendle the traffic withouty

labout, and I can only hope thut both Loverrrants will K

. realize the need for drastic acticn ir the ratter

mhhnco in labour before the pesition becomes
iqossiblo.

Leanwhile,..«
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Keanwhile, as our troubles are increasing .
daily, I think I should let you know the positicn.
Yours sincerely,
(ed). C.N. Pelling.
A " ]
3




E.1062. Trust you are taking setion to essist

us obtaining labour for Jinja Port Hell and Nemasagal i
as position again shows slgns of becoming seriocus.
one hundred and fifty time expired Kavirondo leave
Jinja next week and owing oxtreme shortage labour
Kisumu cannot send others ucroes. Wharves sheds end
yards Kilindini Piers full with 1mport.é largely for
Ugunda and further large tonneages still coming in
steadily. caventy trucks under load Kisumu today.
o taking action to meet position Kisuru but unless
neceesary lubour forthcomirg Uganda plers anticipats
congestion importe and forthcoming cotton Crop.
Would urge that mutter of pier latour receive &ctlive

attention your Goverrment.
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56/1 6/12. larine n.ﬁn hl.v‘?lq"w
piermaster mﬁa apply this Government fo; inmediste
supply 208 labourers altermative holding up curgo.
This labour c!zmot bswlu;;plied before middle January

and will be raw labour from West Lile on four montbs

contract only.
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Am much diup‘poh\d and concerned &t your
telegram-re lnbo:nr If labour for Ugenda Plers is
not obteinsble until middle Japuary and then only
rew labour holding wp of Ugunde traffid may be
inevitable. is wired you Suturday shortage of labour
4n Kenya is acute'und we shall be sble to carry on only
with active assistance Kerya Goyerrment. Thersfore
Uganda Piers cemnot be assisted further with Kavironde
labour. Please reply what action is being teken as
I must decide what to do. A most anxious to avoid
anything ip regard your traffic which may result
serious financial loss to Uganda.






