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gri%’ger. Colonial Office.

I have read the letter dated the 10th July

from Herr Alfred L.Zervas to the Colonial

office, wherein he advocates the extensive
use of the Yueller Railless Train, in which

he is commercially interested, for the

- development of the Colonies.

The idea of using Road Trains is by no means
rew. 1In 1908, the Daimler Compzny of Coventry
produced a similar Train which was known &8s
the Renard Road Train, but abandcned its
manufuciure shortly afterwards owing to lack
of demand. The British War Office submitted
one of these Trains to a series of tests and
cume to the conclusion thet so far as Military
jurposes wWere concerned it was -not to be re-
commended. The Austro-Daimler Company of
Vienna revived the manufacture of the Renard
Trein about 1913 But with litile diioeses. In

1623 they produced a modified form of thie

,'!r m for Military purposes, known agr the

Gigant in Which petrol-electrio arive .
replaced the petrol-shaft drive adopted in
the Renard. Barly in 1922 ¥essrs.Arms| Tong
Whitworth & Company of Newcastle-on-‘l‘jne,

attempted to revive the use of Road Trazins

put I dc not think they built more then two
pefore abandoning their manufacture tlwough

i n.ck of orders.



bgcame poplq.ar 15 that(ﬁ)ezr geope of A
zpplication is' very lipizbed to give comnwz‘-
‘.’cia.lly succeaeful resulta.

¥y opirnan is that Road frains can only be
applied successtully where the concditions

are particularly favourable, far imtaxyoei

on & good road and where the¢ run 'il; long &nd
where the Goods Traffic énsbles full loads

t¢c be carried &nd a regulaxr Traffic Service

to be maintained; such - sérvice for 1r,st&n‘ce: ¢
eg from & Mine or Q,'ﬁ,-:”y to a Port or Rail}heéd.
It iu slso necesgsary in order to maintuin
steady work at tre places of loading &nd
unloading, that each tracior chould be equipped
with three sets of trailers, one set teing
losded &t the place of embarkaticr while the
second set i beipg unloaded ~t the Pert

des .iration, apd the tiird Leilnp, in course

of transit.

It will be .ceén that the.s conditions
perivusly effect the mobility of thies form

a

‘of transyort, and it is a&lio presctically
neceseity that there should be & spire tracter
in eese of breakdown,

The low speed at which these :“rainc run,

ubual}s' not more tiun 6 §0 8 miler per Yol

$9 a'Bériots drawback cogpared witl
moter Yorxries. IX.note that Herr Zervia
cleims that his treactor cén be regulated u;

Lo 45 miles per hour, but presumebly this

15 witheut leag, for it would not be Baie

vl




to proceed at g greater spn"
per hour when mpre than cne trailer ia

attached nnd if the number of tr‘dlers\

exceeds three, T doubt whethcx’ 12 mikat per

hout could.be exceedeq’ 'nfth safe’ty even

agsuming t;m trector is Suificih,w»ly power
Herr ze!'vas suggeste ‘at service in whigh the
Train detaches and leavee its trailers at

various farme and stations along'its allotted

rouke and cullects ther fully laden on the

returr. journey. This scvunds very attzactive,

but in yrectice 1t hiu been fom'}d that 1;415
an swkword matter to couple-up thasa h_ vy
trailer. when laden, .iuce 2 train' of t):!s '},
rrnet be shmnted tuckwards '1th.‘
L e
ut ficient accuracy to encble cotplirg-up; ‘f.&‘f
orne without man handling of the A‘:r&ifle"r:
iv o sericus metter wit! :uch hekvy
- l
Jnoe,Luent.y ccupling snd urncd rllﬁg oi? ;,m.)‘
-ler er tz1ls considerakle ve.iy wund
«duced the average .jced with
whi L giver. load car be trar:tcrted.
Herot vxcepting for the gpeciel cunas tigng
«:icl. T have slready described, the Railless

lrain system is less suitable i 1 trangg ort

work in the Colonice than ingq]pxu:tl;,

oj erated Unite.

e ﬂ’h '/X’?“‘., “ Augut}: 6th,lud .
. 7Gx

do I B s o o 5,
A N e el w?‘ el S ae

4,‘,47,. f:».(’ﬁ A,//& jl{:’.“
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Traunstein in Bavaria...
10 July, 1924. 5

To the
Minister for Colonial Affairs,

e

Honourable Lordship!

Please allow me to take few minutes of your very
precious time in order to lay before your Lordship a
proposal for the connection of the various Colonies in
Africa (Uganda, British South-Afriea, Tanganyika Terri- '
tory, Rhodesia, Nyassa, \‘atabeleland, Transvaal, Natal ~ <
and Orange Hiver Colonial Territories) in order to enable
the Colonial Gffice to raise the productivity of these
colonies to a very much higher standard than at present
prevailing. It is not a very easy task when proposed
by a stranger, but, after teing down in these regions
severa! times my self personally, I am able to assume
I know what is needed and what can pe.cone in the shortest
time with the least expenses.

The idea -- to build railroads in the old
Bense of the word is not at all recommendable in some
of the above named territories because of the climatical
conditions and because of the enormous expenses that a
line of tracks would cost through some of the regions.
1 only mention the very difficult stretoh between Mombas:
and Victoria Sea, also the routés betwsen Bukoba
(Victoria See) and Kituta (Tanganyika Sea) and the routes
between Kituta and Liviag:tana nnd tho Victoria Falls al
the head of the Zambesi Rivor. jllo nﬂt to forget the

routes between Wankie and Prohrh hl WLl those nutn t
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between Blosmfontein and the Cape. These routes have.
each one for itself, problams that cammot be selved by
building & railroad according to the now preveiling

methods beeunse some routes ers mountsimeus, some’ m

desert routesa and o)hs:rs @ through W Lind
these colenies over this vast lmgfh of
wraffic. Wy aim now ie to draw thl'

knowledge that it is not at e.n”"‘ . ‘

reilread at all because there ars vesp. ‘ti &'

wlreudy over 10 years in use in im.'lu, mt-m
toe saving of the t.ou.l e:pmea of the* rﬁlh\ MY‘:
and a.i other reilway accuur{“;ﬁpi has &% m g b’.
Lime the privilege of being ablé twm over desert v
a¥ well through eweampy countty seciions as we'l as

% = 3

cormally good streets and roadws,-
This train of which I spak in the soca

“ ueller-hailless Train. The !'=-R-T has been in ue

Australia over ten ye-rs and has ;lorkod to abmolute

satisfaction o the mnulemen there so that we can

that the V-.-T iR un almost npn-destructible, rail

train Zocd Tor heavy use and wesring in all t.ppici.

and sub- cropirm couwuiries. .Mue-id~R-T is a Hatortm

with 10-12 trailers carrying a lead of 30 fo" 60"1,01:1

efficiontl, weight, over any length of taffic. The

running expenses are very small and low Y:mulo the

L-a-T neecs _ese [uc) anc oil than ar owrtruck with

cns or “wo treilers woult Mesd ‘l’hie is only pollﬂﬂ..;

ny weans of e M~R-T Syatem of .’\ulfrlplo Drives, No

mgeg.an drawn or pulled, all trailers yopl them-

L

sslves; “The lb”p}lt &‘M os hm- and nomu‘hn nrel
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traversed up to.l%% = 150 "/00 and more. The speed can
be regilated fram one inchi per hour to 45 miles an
howr. The traims foliow ir alselute straight lines, and
in the curves, one tahind: the ot.h.r us if they were run-
ning on rails. In o¥der tx, Zive the Ca‘onhlrﬁtw 3
better ides of the V-R-7 1 am enclosing a fe. mmu of
the i(-R-T- 4iid Bbg the @ntlamen of the ﬁnsﬂx qttin
and the 0ffice for Colonisl-iffeirs to arast: thess vieys
an examination. The, picturu were made by ayui.f in
Austrel ia in the yesr 1914 in May. mtm for lumber
and any other kind of freizht cr for conveyshos el
passengers can also be deliversd. I do mot koow &% ..
i8 necessary to remark that we alse build t\pn m.iu
on "Reparations-Conte.® This would mean that the: mizu
cost the Reypl British Govermment practieally nething .
and gnable the Aeyw! British Goverrment % comnect thése
colonies under anglher by weans of o railroadifg system
that in case of war or any othar internal -eolonial
peceesities cdh v immedintely transferred to the Sectier

=

of country 'pqtr. a larger traffic is quickly needed.

This canmot be rhiained wit' rmilroads that have tracks
and the like. By the M-R-T it is possible to cuange

any route of travel inside ¢f a {ew mimites when wanted

or necessary. Tto Cos‘r f.r doing this are nmought

because the traing zre enly put on the mew route and

then travel on this routs until needed somewhere else. .

In war there ure then mo limes of traffic that can be l_ﬂ,
damaged and the train® are shie tc xeep wp the comnectis -
without the risks that & rermelly luilt track system
woukd be submiticd to.

It pay be necessary thmt somehody makes a
trip to the colonies in order to lay down the exact

road of connections. It may also be tb‘ ¢ase ‘M*s. this
oan be done without mulliu o A{:Abn I hmw
. el

-
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to come to London or to go to Afriia to settle the
travelling connections at any time when the Roya Britisi
Covermment ehonld msk me to do 80. Gf course i must
be wnderstond that ] travel at the expense of ihe
Governmant, hecouse I e net vealthy enough to carry these
COBtS mypelf persenally. I believe, that when a
cormirrion or commitien is founded and travele to the
crlonian, t)ai the wiela line cen laid dewn in about 4<§
montl 8 01 img. .oam o8pecizl int on railreading and traf
fical institutions and rethods and therefore work without
e first o e wider every point o the line cloer
thin necessary. I am s born American and am used ty
vark in the tronics because | hv:ve iravelled in almost

"7 countries in the world .

Lam willing t; wive nformation o all kinds
necegsary and ber of you to riya me answar ai 111 svents
as to whether the olonis] 0ffice has interest in build-
ing & connection between it3 colonies or not. “rains
with more than 12 trailers can also hs run snen required
™ fa8l consume. sven when rinning through ery not
cmintries  is very much maller than any creeper, trakto
natertruck or raillway-train now known. (uir tiuin i
Australia rins aver s:vtipras of :esertsand for "y
houre with-ut stonping, =rere tig average terpsiature
reaches 100 Negress Fabrenheit aad more. M™Mis iz g
height of tenparature which vsually causes 211 molor-
trucks i hecome imposeitle for use over ot sar.d
stretches. Resides +he nigh terperatice i s impoasi
ble for motcrtrucks to trevel rrocg the Ceap loose
send prevailing in deserts. Creeper ani trax tormachin.. (i

have the sene incumberanzes tp tattle with begause therr

is no means of adequate help against tneme two very

Prowinent E




prominent factors. The M-R-T has the privilcgosoig
the only system that gas- easily and’ uunly overco
‘ﬂwut Aifffeud tis. . _!ho -R-7 needs only one man
to rus the whole train, This is the case if the train
_ goninds of ene aqr or of 20 cers (mﬂm)‘

As I de mot know ho" many iuilu-s the variow
traing would need whea in omuo in 'Lhe cplonies I am
a0t making any estimates of probatis desfs, vhen
writing me the mmber of cars pleass ugf”,km: how
many trailers are wanied the length of the probable
route, whether: hills, mountains or valleys are to be
traversed, what H:\i'a'f freight is to ba csnveyed, if '
Lie trailers are to be huu-led frem t% {ch' M -ReT
bruln trailers out of yaxds are Lesding#tations that ar
it nuch a8 1000 foat = 354 yards awey frem tio powerr ;"
It s nol neoenary that the Y-R-T-Powercsr drives ‘inty
the fammyard or the factoryyard because the train can
heatl the trains out onto the read sver & distance as

ust ~etiioned with o efficient foad on the cars of
é toﬁs.‘ Alsg mention in your letter the following costs
1 ghauffear with one ;‘aars‘ woges, cosis of benzol,
bunzbir;, mp”:-i:.ha, erd ges-0il, grease and lubricatives;
the wage. of & reCiuric [or making repsire for cre yesr;

s7 A reserve: mechsnlc Wiy can Berve ae R.urvadriver

fer one ,m un tlese Informutiens I een then set
up & estimate us to what the service with a !'-R-T would
cost fox one year. . This estimate reduces from year te
yoar -pcauao of ine expenses themselves aleo recuding
from esr tu )ear.

1t would give me y*;;t. pleagure if the Royal-
Fritish-4friean-Colonies and other British Colenigs weyy

cide sdopt. this unexoeedabls method of traff ic-syssen

gl

because
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h.‘"o.mc it would mean the say ing of many 1000 of 257
expenses l;nd many 10072 of ‘=“urngate as vell as & gres
iob'af time. A Y-R-Toan be ot nte sarvice 5-7 oty
alter giveh in erder  The traine are dolivered direct)
to tie atation named in the oxder and thare mounted
(fitted) *o@at.hor apd are r'aad" tor wbroken and hard us
Par mn}', mmy lo't(f ys&rﬂ n want covntries wherg
enow and ies nraveil A8, for irstiancs v:a.nach the M-R-T
oan do service ¥ith abanluie relisnee throvir snow depth
up 3,28 feat with an n"mmnt 1oad on board of 60 to,
240 moFe. Yo wheelm nf g v.p.m can slip or glide
hecause of the rultiple-driva which REEUTOE the V-K-T 4
sure rumring over 211 kinde ,f voeds, prthS, ways and
etretchas.

48 ulready mentioned 1 ap willing to make .
wny trevels +r vevagas thet thg *ya1-Britilh-Governmcn,
Stould request re to rake under the censideration thet’
the Ro;al-Pntlui—GovameM forwsrd me the expenser, s
& suct trip and the expenees connsoted with stay of-. the
iencth < f time necess- rv t- fix no and luy down all
informatien nee‘ed for ‘ng s.ffeirs.

Hoping to Nos2 very moon from the Royai~Rritish

doverrment et al’ events, T @, ot all times at the .-«
. disposal of “ne overnment, witr assurance of my highest
gstean
Your oheilen® servent!
COime ) PN | QLN LBRY ,
wineesr for F

N, 29
PyAYY

fic in the wopics - Navalcongtruet,

Ce b dlindng - and Civilamgineering.
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LA ovuning Street,

sucust, 1900

in reply to your leiter -! the lith of July,

“irected to inform you thut ennuiries have teen
cude but tnat there appesars to te no opportunity for
wakine notrial of your syater ¢f rewd trunsport in i
JdrdCa .,

e 18 regards the Union of vouth .frica and
southern {iodesia, the matter is cne for the consideration
of the Joverrments cencernsd: oouies of your letter wure
therefore being forvarded to the 1iri Lo=missioner for
the linfon in Lenden and o the w-ents in london of e
overment of Jouthern rhodesis.

| 1 am,
3ir, »
Your ebedient .ervant,

\ oncd: ! . READ

L UKD L. UKRVAR.
<

.



Dewaing Street,
/ & Angmst, 1924.

sir, -

In reply o your letter of the 104k of July,
| mm directed to infomm you that enquiries have Nu

. made but that there appeers to be no eppertmaity for
making n trisl of your ayﬂ.-ofrud tnmﬂﬂhmt
um-. o

2. AS regarde the Uniea of South A:trhp and

dsuthern Nhedesia, the matter is one for the seneideratjon
of thie Governments eencerned: nfuuxmlmm
mqmﬁm forwarded to the High Comissionsy for
ﬁl&d-hmuih the Agents huﬂuofﬁo
Covermeent of m zmoduu, s
" ”
| sir, ¥
Your bedient Servant,
‘Signed) H. J. FEAb

t ALFRED L, ZERVAS.
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4 stein
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o ¥

femltion between

. a Celemies im afrik..
_H%rahlo Lers

t.me im erder te lgy o

{eri R

3

F
b

su of the varieus Celany

P

-rriteTy, Raedesia, Nyascu
.teries) im erder te -~y

r~ » colomies te very muer p
v~ry easy task whem pre sp
122 several times my sel!
‘e what eam pe aome in |
The ides te wsu.j
(enommenasdle in ceme of tap
*ng and seeause of the -,r
‘ome of' }o;iona.J enl, p
“reria sea,alse the Teute
¢« the reute” bvotween rit

» the Zamwesl River.:lse

i~ these reutes setween 31
2lf preslems that eammet
“valling metheds sscause

"*ars ge tareugh swamspy laj

* these selemies ever thig

‘e attemntiem amd the imter

take few minutes ef jyeur very

(e.~ yeur Lerdship a prepeasl fer Lhe cemmereial

e” .n .(rika(Uganaa,British jeuth- frika,, angamyp-
tusr eland, Tramsvaal Natal amd Yrasge niver Jelemie
.~ the Celemialeffise te raise th‘e predustivity i
zaer tandare than at presemt prevailimg.:t is
a1 8y @ ttrul;or,but/arto‘r‘bcn‘ dewn im thece

z

srsenally . am able te assume that I xmew waatl

e -nertest time with tihe least expemese:.
¢ S uilreaes inm the eole semse of the werd i3 met at
sevo mamea territeries eseeause eof the elimat.eal
o:meu; expemses that a lime of traeks weuld cest

sntien the very diflieult streteh setween Lempasia

netwcen'mnbll(victoru jea) andKitatal langaRylKa

o

and LivimStenme amd the Vieteria Falls ai twe

<

¢
ta =
st te (ergei the reutes setween #am<ie ama °reteriu
emfontein and the vape.lhese reutes hve,eaih exe

56 selved by buildimg 2 railread adeerdimg te thc

omé reutes meuniameus,seme are aesert reutes
a.it weuld take mamy years were a ruilr.ea te se
vast lemgth ef travel amd trirfiu.‘.y Jlm mew . te

est of the Reyal-8ritish Celsmial-Uffiee te Lhe
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inlagen, Maschinen und Page 2 te the letter of Den July,10th,L19p4.
g * )
Jleislose Bahnen.

vme Zervas Traunstein

kmewleage
echsel Haow

that it {s met at a1l Resessary te auild hmy
amy railread at

sa ulready ever IQ years

en N Sse47

all seeause there araq resp. 13 a me-

in use in Australia, that meams the Javimg ef the teta

~ases of the rails,switehes ama all ether Tallway aeceseriss

and kas at the
ic time the privilege of

veing asle te
-mutr? seetiems as vwllri/yer mermall

This traim ef

ram ever (csc‘rtsuds as well threugh

J geed streets amd reass,

whieh 7 Speak 15 the 80ealleq Mueller-Ruilless rulm.he
has seem in use im sustralia ever ter yeurs and has we

rke-c( te abselut satis-
the Gentlemen there

56 that we ean 84y that the M-K-7
ho “d4estruetible, railless train geed fer heavy use ang w

“tlem ef is vn wimest

earing im al] treyisal

a
‘16 ud-trepieal eountries, The K=R=-T is-}.ﬁot.rtmok!’njth 10-12 trailer; carzyix‘;:a
[+e0 of 30 te 60 tens/efieient Welght ever any lemgth of trafrie

lew seeause the M—H-T

-The ruaminge-
“re very small -mg Reods less fuel amd O taa-
*Urtrex with eme eor twe trailers weule nced.This is enly pe:sisle sy meuns ef
i=T=System of h‘ult\:)‘]\e brives.Ne% truilers

4re drawm er Talled, ai.
‘i1 themselves.The steepest

grades of hills ang meuntains

The speed ean ®8 regulatea frem oeme imeh .pnrlh-ux‘ te 45
Tovel on Be A

trailers

a6 traversed up ive
°/80 .nd mere,

‘2 h@r.The trains fellew in asselute Straight lines,eme sening the ethar
laey were rarRing em Tails.Im erder te give
' % lhe V=R-T I om

i 8

the celeminl-Offieg 4
en-losin"ag fewf pietures of the ¥~
the Yereigm Offiee amd the Dffige

v--n‘:mtioh.Thejpi-tnros were made by

-ntﬁgf

R—T ar seg the Gut‘le—
affairs te gramt thes
ayself im .ustralia im
25 T lumber amd any ether kimd of frej

fer Cslemigl- & Yiews
the yeur 19iq4 iy

v

P Toxy semv
I it

eyames of passen—

iF 1t is nevssvaly t6 rémary that we Flse
on,/HepuragiOls-u-ntQ!.Ms weulgq uix thiat the traims o;st 2
irifq;,q.woﬁ;dl\iji Prastianidy wai ind onble the Reyal British Gevers
tte ceiileet th:l§ W means »

" alse be delivered.I ge ot kmew

Lt taase trains

AN

Ui :
| ‘e8lenies umder anether ef a railrsesing Sytem thg
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- Aagen, Mt und’, «5 t:. mtu- of... ..Dxu J‘l.ly mtn 1924:

Gleislose Bahnen.

Telegtamme . Zervas Trannbtein

Bkt iw nst -t wer er awy otlox 1ltom1-uluial necossiﬁi"
by sfsche !(ypalmkrn und Wechsel Bank )
2, v»izbkxn:('okh:u.nn: 'N- 55042, ean ). m.(inltely trmt”pd te th. SOltl.l of .mm
where » lnrpr traffie is gquiekly utm ’Ms Qm.‘ﬁ h nm-u with railraeds ‘

thpt hive traeks amnd the like 3)’ thd V-R~7 it 18 msslylc to ohn;@ any reute -f t

tr‘ve] u;szte of a few -zlnutes whqn nxtu T ReedsEAry, ‘I‘ls Oosts A’-r ‘deing thig

,rq f.oight -enuf the train are only gut ox the mew r-no and thom tnvel on xv

thia reuts uxtil meodod semewhtere elso.In nr therc are thn ne usaga n’ trqrr

that esn be damaged amd the traixa are able te kKeop up the uncc ibna vuthou.t:
ricks that a mermally suilt trukaystu weuld ha'suhnitted te. ; ‘ 1

It may we mesessary th;t semebedy makes a trip ‘te- tho '.1.‘4\60 in o
tofy lay dewn the exaet roal of cﬁuutiols It w alse be

thc sase that th
can we deme wothut trnullix; te Afrika.]l am willilg te me to Lender or te .-

rrika te cettle the t!‘lv.llll‘ eexncetions at guy eiu wh.u sn Reyal Bnt )

ovomut sheuld ask me :,. de se.Uf eeurse it mi bo ularstud that | trgnl

»t the expemse ef the Govoment beoause I amy wc;l,tby euu;h te surzy f?‘uo nsts
Eyself persemrally,l ullevo % that whenrn a unisicl ir umttu ‘is rounded

travels te the

au
-610:10; that the whele line n.n lud ‘@ewn in amé 4»‘« sonths. of

time. T u speeiallist em ruilruq:g and zrafﬁ.”l inssitnuus n.id uthus&vru
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