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Dear ¥r, Thomas,
T enclose herewith, on behalf of the
Colonies Committes, memorenda outlining the suggestions

hioh under mstmctionb from the Govermnment cf India, they

desire to diu:uv(witb you regarding the franchise of Indians

in FiJ1 and the/l‘@ji Residential Tax Ordinence 1923.

,&‘. 1 mentioned in my letter dated June R27th,

he Ind&m membera of t)ae deputation have arranged tc leave
Engl axtd b.t, an eprly date. We should therefore be grateful
if .you Qould xindly accord us m‘intarview or this subject,
and n.lno ’re;n.ﬁdirg the publication of the report of the
Indian neputmzidn to Fiji, on auy date between July 15th and
18th inglusive, Mr. Rengacherlmr proposes tc joetpone his
“departure, 1 necessary, in crder to be present.

Yeurs sincerely,




wllﬂﬂh

5 Oolonnl B%too in 1921, bub. t.be Governmnt of India

‘the matter should be held in sbeysuce pending the visit of

. !n tbetr reply dsudblu-oh nth, 1920, to the
?ui D‘p\wation. the Gwcrﬂntﬂ of Inua, on the adyios of
[ cmmittoo of the Indian I..ﬂua.t.ive Counoil, asked the

Gwernuqnt of Fiji to give' s g.pral umntu by

Ordinance, with the -.pprwal of the Bocrotuy of State for
“the ‘Colonies, that the position of Indian immigrants in &
their new homes would m all respeats be squal to that ot

lny o%har olsss of His m?ﬁaty ‘s -ub;}octn re-iden% in Fiji.
Thn Governmnt of ‘Fiji l.ftu' £ull dilnusuon vith the
elected w‘bors of m Legislative comou mt
roptenntatinu of the General Council of Plantarn‘,
rxpreased their willingness to give the guarantee asked .
for. A Wt Ordiemnce purporting to give effeat: 4o this
mdattahn‘ut submitted by the Goverament of Fiji to the

pointed oftosrtain ambiguitlies in the draft and ssked that

the Indian Deputation to Fiji. That Deputation, in Part

IV of -tne Questionuaire reprodused in Appendix XI of their
. Beport, indicated in greater dstail the defeots of the

draft. Since their repert -further progress has been
suspended.

2o m maniu omitteo are instructed in the
firﬂ* inltt.nco to disedss with the Colonial Office the

,‘uql\u'o- necessary im order to apply to the enfranchissuent

a’ iudiana the principle of equality of status whioh has
Qé lpo-nt‘& by the Oolonm Government. -

: Undey the Letters utonz of Fiji, the
qﬂg‘ioatiom‘ of electors are as 99%1”.. An electar



(1) 92 Buropesn desceut or, being the son or
nnu deégcendant of ‘s Huropean father, able to

_(QS : lrithh nuoot by birth o mtmaliuuu\,
(3) aged 21 or wa-
(4) cont inuously ¥
(8) kpoqsonod,e;& g
valus of 220 or ef ORI ¥ 53§
than £120. : '
The Logillaﬂva;v.su‘ﬁil 3.
11 ncnin;tnd' efLic’rin . 7 \lected wmie
and 2 patiTye t L0
Counoil. : »
- apps e 1
is w2
has ¢ - k
the.%e ! £
two Tac > b
to such . o . a8 WAy by ~ to
Indians as & resuit of thy represeatations of the
Colonies Committee. The Government of India have,
however, asked that the amendment of the Constitution on
these lines should be deferred pending discussion with
this Uomiigfteo,, on the grounds that they now prefer common
to oomun;; franchise and that the proposed
representation of Indiane is in any case inadequate
3. It is trus that the Indian Deputation
recomuended the principle of communzl representation, but

this wag only advocated as a -more or less temporary

expedignt and subject to reconsideration if any
dnclqpnmt @awardn responsible ‘government should ocour.
nur slas -.4' .'it a;.ur thst & oondition: of nhair

reoomui:dation




psnm uf thq ﬁ.ﬂnt ‘rrut uuhr ﬂu Deed
of onu.u. " tnder this Deed ¥iji wis' ceded 88 &

5 pen”uon and dspendency of the British ﬂrm, subject %o

a conditidn, smong: o;hn--, that the rights and interests
of m lsgz chidi‘ thould be recognised so far as is
oonlznt.nt wiﬂl Briti_sl_x ereignty and the Colonial form
of Gcnrmni. m coiqi,d.u Committes npﬁnaia.t. that
this implies that these ntuentn must be maintained, n.nd
bave no- duire to q,antion this. But the eledtive
ropronnt-.uql on the Lox#.uum Council at present
enjoyed by thi h:rapon commuity is preswmably reprdod
as not Laemut‘ut with the terns of the deed of ceesion,
and it om muy e drgaod that the u.-mt of a similar
status to thajr Indian £8ilow ‘subjéots would infringe

those terms, N

:4: <& s 'l:;ntl in Kenya have given rise to a strong
ﬂlio Teslipg in India against the system of communiel . >
franohise. The reasens for this feeling have heen
u#;;‘mu fully in the Committee’s note on "Framchise s
m ‘and, they do not think it uonuary to traverse

: 'll! Bo‘d Ipi,l. Oml fmmhiu as applied in
: odﬂhl m.ﬁ:&m- do not forn 9 nhorny oo-im;tyl




and s&n it vuhl ) ln'o utilfutory if the matter were .

- thu m ‘Fewult of this measwre might be ‘that the nusder of

I8 d section 20 o m8 o -n the r-om aiuz-hmun

n.p.!.nlt uutio British u‘b;oc“,, and 8o as to nexw the
literary mwwmu for .I.ntorl nma in 1921
by the mm emu-ta.. 'nh ropa-t 40 mdihtol,
they ucpn tht u oﬂar ﬂ:n tha aAutber of qualified
‘ i 141;1, soms reduction in
tho mwety Wmun wmcub.a in the Letters
M nlut be om!ﬁuot; ;nd they agree 'ﬁh the Indian

Wlon that the u.ugm test in Englisn for ;

oandidltu umu bo tln ” for Indians as fer Fijians,

Idvto thl mewoim of the Governer rather thm of the
»A;cﬂ'q’mm of I.ngrtum. The com:ltteo roooguzu

Mhni q_ulmiod for registration as electors will ve toe
mll $0 enable thm to secure aven a single Indian
r.ygeipnut;vo on the Cowneil, This diffioulty will neo
doubt dissppear in time as the full effects of the
abolition of the system of imdentured labour on the

. ooonon.ia pro#perity of the community make themselves felti.

In the meawhile same spéoial arrangement to protest
Indian interests during the transitien period will be
necessary, and the Committee suggest that the most suitable
wy of uom-v,‘.ns this obJui would bi by the reservation of
& odrtain mumber of Weats on the Gownoil for Indian
ohiéidlt;i(; They u';gest that & minimum of: 3 seats should
“n ruorvod for Indiams until Suoh time. a0, exper enos.

thm that ﬂ;. Iadikn eloctorsto 15 atroug ox;ough to

sepure qd,qmto roprannum;: lon it-olf without apocm y
,vpraioatim,, e ) it g : i
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P o wr ¢ o 7 .6 a e .2 to be fully justified.

™. "~ W 3 4 e a1 % t the importante of

e I

tne :.:nu..w.n comm. «it. 18 uat ade,ustely represented by
the number of seats which it is proposed to allot to
M pnd that no measure which dees not accord to the
nam community on & conmunal pasis representation on
the alootsd minority in the Legislative Council at
least pumerically equal to that alroady(aooorded to the
nomvoffioisl European Community can bd regarded os
oauhtent with the principle of equality of status.

Lo U In. fpe Munloiped Franchise

e 8 “The Indian deputation te Fiji have inm parsgraphe

184 - 12! of t.‘uk rawt nwiud the position wder

existing *mw 1o, ant s proposals. wit: &

4 ujpmo.n e matn

: ﬁ-.t the- mox-hon under ‘the amending

_Ordipsnce .




ine A;o 1909 as a qua),iriuun for
uiuqtm has’ naa. the effect of a&wivmg the Tndian
mwion of B\wa, which 1‘ ui'o than twice a» h.rgc
the laropca.n popunion, bf all rdprountauon o0 the
Municipal owou. . The ﬂutniu co-u,ctqa mnrlhnd
that the. language Qunliflution which corr“pdmﬁ uth
that required from electors for the Iazisht:&vn cdmm
vas introduced because the adnmistrati } t
"lmioim.uty was at tha mutixrlatory*, and 1!; m ,
femd thst h m a‘pm ot any eduoaticm mnfinthns
Tifer. ouetqr- the Munioipal caunou nad terien' inte khy ' |
hxxdt R & ﬂm 1114 fate class of Fijimn !olnesw' By,
Jut Indhnn nnd !




“,1 o9

&uWrmn to the

, 1t iu Qu!.:-phlo th:n‘., the vmrd system -houu:
troduced in ﬂn Buvs Municipelity nde.nr the powers
’"nrudy v.‘ od An tho Gorornor under l 3 (8) of t.ho

mir q@ﬂa.mu in matters of mynicipal adninistratiox
and’ t{o take a -h:.u in nmdyhg themo




.- whe Fiji Rewldend
e :u;y 1983,/ Under m- ofumg
,‘hﬂun ‘the ages of 18 aad 60, ot

age of 18, Por ‘the pnrpoqol at thn nz o‘nﬂ o e
person im the islaad ‘o ‘whom the omunoe iprlbu.

wete required fo teglﬂu‘ thmclvel ‘within t
months. L' thn *

oonuouuu ‘the 1Al &-un, u‘oro rapruuted

by ome nonmutd Au-bor only on the x.eguuuve
Couneil . As loo,p n ‘the Ordinence was. psssed, he
rasignod on the gun.hd that it would be mos$ hurtful
to Indisne, owing to their poverly and depressed
condition. Both before and after the passage of
the Ordinance, Mass meetinge of Indians were held
to protest egainst its provisions. The Governmeunt
of India supported theiyr representations and uréo&
: PRI £hat the measurs was vosloulated to raduce indians -

A et n;x ta s bu-nmau yaauxon' in hmury _

' 1924 n Ingisn d.muun wili Yod, on Hi¥ #xoellsncy

‘ m 1a "osux’ %o Bubmit thekr meému

t the Aot g app‘nl for relie!. - The Aot

hu now been 'brought inte !oru and the mmmr

reperted



nn mmos hss pu\.uou m‘.l.uno& mo hu
vox %inouc Nmu $here m 'y M nunuly feor
more lmuu. Be peinked ous “thab mopnlu pay u

in uuuon §o the inaeme tex 'h:oh meat of bhem nn
‘4o pay. ' Pijians gre exempted beosuse ‘they already pgy 3
direch tmn mmung Io nboui 36-¢bh. per head per

unn “nhe aost. of ugns for Indians hes fallen by
25" p.o. since 1921\“! iho C.8.R, 18 the uly ‘employer
nm nqi ‘pays usu to Inuunn at so low s nie a8

ulu ﬂr day; Ba 4id not believe thet’ Indians were

8o pbot u wag codssionslly roprounud, He reminded :
- & Iaum of the ob:aon on whish it wes praposed $o ‘,
lpqqq the pmuou of ‘lb tax, The Government mionaeq
u, $0 build a hospital and $o make :
cmw 3 fo¥ umnms Indisn medieal students.

%

W The-Golonies Committee wish §o represent
l(krno' \_tuq‘}ﬁun- are well able to pay this

&

i i !n&hn l.opnnuo §
nto of pﬂooﬂ promu}s ln 1922 8 wage of even 28/6d
éqqn,no, 94 nxguhd a8 an interim \

Hn. _ They reported that at the

ymuls whish -ouu have yielded at that
'ut nbo;i 38/~ por WQ !;hc resonrdes of
qum hcve ;bnn uploi‘ by {he redustion of their
L the uuuﬂod ooﬂ ‘of 1lvln¢.
‘al’:y 'legﬁf%}‘ WWI i

s to I’oyw} qyihn n ’]u

Deputabtion

g 05 S



,niputnlsoi. snd é6ndibtonslly secepted by the 0.8.R.
‘{1982, I shiould be »sn;m as. shown in. t3e margia,
‘!lun are. tbo:o!ol'o uﬂm; grounds: fcr hu{ms that

rztao of nnuim uuon %.DM o

- Retio 33:58
luninm wage 0f frae Yabour 1914!1/6 ) 1indiens can live decently
on retiol 18888 pruoni wage ;= 2/5 )

;73. ;. Ihn present l‘ul.u of wages
45 - ) 18 8bi1Y bolou that -on whish

weseoe—we ‘8nd that therefore there is

no mergin oud of whish the tax ean be pald. Pt ey

e

understood that the revenue of the eolony TePFaik:

raised by indirect taxstion, to whish Indiane in'y §

it is unususl to eatimate the contribution of thc;
lebouring classes to the publie revenue of any ,
golely by the smount of direct taxation that " 2
The -Committee eannot moreover but feel that :
unfortunate that & tax, which must fall with?
severity on Indians of the working elasses,
by & Couneil on whieh the Indian communi‘y
eleative representation, That & ‘
to Indiwa a eertain measure of
postponed at the instance of ! ¢

does not slter the fact that .a % A9
imposed without représentation an'! 'n Zface ):' toe
unanimous opposition of the eommunity ehiefly affected
For these ressons the Committee urge that this tax
should be withdrawn, and that some other system of
ralsing revenuo, lesg oppreesive to the Indien
community, ihéuld be tried. . If however it is deelded
to luinﬁﬂn the Ordinanee fthe Committee wish %o suggest
that the amount of ‘the tax mbould be gradusted in
.uon;apnqe yuh A he ml ‘of the payer, that exemptions
euur 1o 'han or 1n puri should e pronded for so as
to W nll;btuu for a1l infapts and ghildrea wnder
'ehnuatxaA ana fof invelid dependsnts, ‘and tbat the

maximum




ob 1% & grogt age for an

Thdtan 1q$§nier, ‘shonld be redusel
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oA gﬁ domiem bas iade ﬁu 'aatem to ¥lncus
; %ﬂ tigersts points. at h:ue’ but s 2t ffhd ast

mément put in'e mmrandum ‘on hires only of them S

" tainifg many sssertion, tha mere ezammamn of which
would take a long: thie, - CTH ia’ of tourse impoesibls
to check the statemen 8 Jor to consult the Colonial
Government in the few hours available and the note
herewith is therefore of a ¥ery suinmary charagter.

The-Cormittee also wish %o open with the
Seeretary of S'baﬁe the question of the p;iblicatxon of
the Report of the Indian Deputetion to Fiji. I submit

that the. Seeretury of ‘State should attqls atage decline |

to hesr or o' say’ anythimr on tais point.  Our ettituddy
3

the reasons' for whac‘b\qrs briefly stated in the annéxed

copy of a letter from S8ir J. Masterton-Smith to Sir

Arthur Hirtzel, is that the report is & gross bieach of -

faith and a venomous and malicious attack on British
Administration, whigh, if published, must necessarily
be subject to public reply and would lead to bitter'
racial feeling in Fiji, te¢ anti-Indian movements and
probably to an agitation for transfer to Australia.

It has never been communicated to the Government of

X

Fiji-for an expression of their views. I suggest that

the’ Committee be informed that the Secretary of State

‘panfiot - deal with the question of the publication of the

» report without the views of the Government of Fiji and
seos 1o sdvéntage in referring bo the matter at ths
 imberview, bub suggests thet in the first place repre-
sentatives o; “the Cgmmit'bee mignt have an informal
&Aaogqaiop wibh ufficera of “the cplonial orficel

3




A

Private
; ABth.Angust, 1923.

Dear-Hirtzel;
' I ar-gprry that I should have left so long
;g.namwared riwmte letter to me of the 24th L'&y. 5
ﬁ of publishing the Report of the Indiamn

But, as I have told yoursel? and
qpll arranged ’

puitabilit
face of t‘-h
of March, 1
Fijited not th
stood that there ‘
1 do not think that
turn themselves into oy
the 1920 disturbances a)
at the report again, you weZ
representing a carefully draw§
(and, incidentally, the Britis®
a record of impressions left on
is rather too transparent. ’
Guite apart therefore from-the unfairness
and prejudice displayed throughout the section (para- &
graphs 19 to 52) of the report dealing with this subiecth
I feel that a qgéstion of good faith with Fiji is

involred; and, as you will see from-the last part of the"

Governor!s: telegram of the:12th of December last, the

Bmﬂe vin is taken Iocally of the section (paragrophs

113 to 127) dealim- with the coenstitvtion.

: With rvgazd to the rest of the report, I
really




’raally (o not ﬂo"htt uavful purposs can bo served

by the pu&limion o! a pariium documsht. in which every
poaaible ingomd!ty 15 Wo{aad in msxepre-antmg and
hle.ckaning 8 'B,r:\tish Gevermment and Legislature, | 1
will ask you to look ab the proyostermm mmwriptiom
ot the Governor‘s attims' %Ms sirikes in mapht
29, 40,86 and 91; ‘and to riote the clever manipulation
of the facts and the confusion of demands on a Govermep{j
with demands on an employer. It would be interestiné‘ f
to know whether the members of the deputation actually -
hold that e general strike is the correct constitutional .
way of promoting legislation and alterations in the
budget. Paragraph 90 is 'an attack - and an unbruthful
attack - on the whole system of British G6lonial - ‘

Mdministration. The word "practice” therein is
particularly npteworthy. .

But there is no need to go into details at‘
this stage. - The point is that in view of the malevélent
character of the f'pport and the certamty Yhat it will
ro.i-a e storm in Fiji, r éaxmot advise the Secretary of .
mﬁ. to agres to publica.tid’a until the views of the |
Govarnor are available, angd. I mist therefore ask if a

‘copy can be sent cronfidentially In any case if if is !
publig_had there will have tp/a ‘Befence published also, i
iz}"ﬂmof the behavmu.r of certain members of. the’ v
d.opnta.tion in Fiji and Australie, which created & !ilo‘x

Yom's s!ncerely,

G Yo M, Sortbh 7Y




mmxi@y bhas ﬁnbluﬂéd men, of sufficient capa.clty and -
: oduoatttm to take\part. in Legislative mrk. A nomimtad
“ Indian wes added in 1916. - In 1919;}!5 was agreed 'bhg.t :
two Indian lMembers elected on a comiapal:: ‘basis should’’
be substitnted.end the Indian Covernment were favoura.blq\
A Commission was appeinted in Fiji to advige ‘on the
best moe.us of carrying the proposal ixto effeeﬁa AL
roportad in Janvary 1921 and d’raft Tettors Patent and
draft regule,t};m were prepa.red.
- The Ind:[a Office, ac’oing pgpmxmably on behalf
of the Ind’i-n ﬂovormant,thm }wga.n Yo aak for post=
” ponemoubf “THe. M;! Gpveﬁhhent “Yhe BrMiﬁh commnity
in Fijt and this 0fffos eve presfed. contimally fef. i‘H
withdrawal of - Inﬂm oypuition to the reform, but- Have'
oompletely failed, All ;om of Teasons have ‘oen ’
‘addiigeds by the !ndia omae for'delay, but until
fecently mt those now Q‘bated in "the mambramiwn to be
the real grounds This pro¢rastinatis {l@s ceused -
Indian dnrest in Fiji, has seriously ‘@mbarrassed the
Government and has disgusted tho‘*uno?ﬂcigl B‘gx‘;!iéa;lﬁ,w
who. eannot anderstand why domestic reéforms should be
“postponed at the instance of the Indian Governmeri . s
7 Qur attitude has been that two members elected:
on a conmtﬂl |\ basis gan be granted at once, and that
three cnil be doueidered; The attitude of the European
R M’ﬂtp\, which is woalthy end highly educated and
i ,amm- prastically the whole mmu life of the

It 1s clear alss
that




mturi!,y is 1ndicate& by ‘bhe attitnde of non-
wopera‘ﬂon ‘adoytud by Badri Ma.h'rpj, thnt a8 ‘the
Gomuittee evidenLIv recogniae, local comlitdom I&ko

o pome. app:ﬂ ) equa.llty shall be diacuaaed 1ith the

: Figi Go wub; and that further npproximations
- gho .miclargd from ti,me to time: a8 the Indian

cor ¢ awg itaelf q\xalii‘ied 2 ta.ke & fuller part -
\ y of the Colony. 4
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\The account given in the Committee's memorandum
of the: history of the educational restriction on

mumcipal voters is sound, being largely quoted from ofhclal
documents, though it is hardly correct to refer to the
"extinction™ g& Indlan representation, inssmuch as there
were no I.ndlqns on the Council under the old franchise. The
u}umclpahty ‘of Suva had fallen into such a state in 1914

"
\

1

that the substitution of a Govermment board was being oressed.

The qualification of literacy in English mtroduced in 1915
has worked wen, so that the Suva Town Cquncﬂ is now

b

efficient, honest and vigorous.
We are of course aware that it is not so much the

literacy of voters, as their honesty, that matters; snd thgt .

the inveterate temdency of the Indian to municipal corruption

\isthe real ground for finding sodo-,mea.ns of barring him.

But ‘the Indian Gommittee cannot be given 't,_,hat.. reason.

ThAGovemor considers that considers.ble concessions
uould be m.de provided that there is no appearance of

pressure in the Legislative Council. The Comnlttee/for two

concessions. Firstly,the admission of voters literate in Indis

~ vernaculars; secondly, the introduction of the ward system
of election. The reply to the first is that an Imdian
lpuguaé is useless for the purpose of understanding and
t‘nking pa.rt ip a system of local administration centrolled,
3k taporbed.‘and aarned on entirely in the English language

A 1n‘m
raiipnydrl that. it would bo unwise tb glter
2 tho clearest proof that no dotor:,bra‘,mn would result. The

matter



voting qua.l:.{nation. tt;e ward sysbm led to the slection of
one or two non—Europ‘ans ‘of sta.ndmg, they would probably
be welcomed. The reply might thersfore be that the Secretary
of State will comsult the Govermment of Fiji with regard

to tlnpossib,le introduction of election by wards.

I —
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hl@ex‘ dirm tazn) ; The real reply to the’ Comntu _‘
is that the genersl taxation of a Colony, to which ‘
Indians are liable as members of the community, ie not |
“their affair at all. They are evidently aware of this, .
for-they base their intervention om *taxation without
fopr‘sontation' As the absence of re;pl;esontation is
duo entzrely to the obstruction of the Indian Govermment, ‘
- this is disingenuous. ‘
The Goverrment had to bring in & tax of this
kind owing to the fall in revenue due to the depression :
in the ‘sugar industry produged by the refusal of the
Indian Goverrment to allow emigration. It was not
pdnjblo"to put on more indirest i.mtion as the Fijians
on whom it would largoly have- fallen, wers already paying
native taxes a.nraging 35/~ & hua and there was al-
ready an income-tax. The Oomatt.eo have to base their:
objections on the alleged pourty of the Ingoi:::it.uta
Our evidence is that the Indians of Fiji/ems
of the most prosperous Indian communities. Arriving as 7
penniless labourers, the census of 1921 showed 15140
farmers as against 4837 labourers (the remainder being
mostly t;raderl a.r;d artisang). The proportien of farmers
has' increesed npidly since. The death-rate i# ‘extre~-
ordinrily loi g;(.a por | thouund in 1922). Almost ang-

~

Wuocpt lueh Q right' {

$' In axg cas



xempt ‘¢ tqhao (u, ﬁt"yuu o! w person or clau
p.tlm ,,,ne has dm uuym péraons with five
%M nhﬂ.dm m hu prmuod eomidomuon of all
cases. of hsrduhip.

An undertl.kwg hu boou given thn.t n.t leut
£6,000a year whall be expended. out of the Proceeds of the
tax on dmproved medical fecilities for Indians.

I would suggest that the Secretery of State
should remind the Committes that the necessity for the
tax wes created by the effect on industry of the ref;i
of the Goverrment of India to alléw assisted migration;

~end that as the tax is a purely domestic affair which does

not differentiate in any way egainst Indiaps, it is not
properly a matter whigh comes wrthm the competence of the
Committee at all. He may, holevar mention that com- - *
plaints are being received from Pijians that they are bamé
unfairly taxed as compared with Indjens, in 8pite of the

* fact that they provide themselves with educstional and, to
& considerable oxtent, medical services. Point out that
the Committee have omffted any ‘mention of the most impor-
tant qualification, namely, the Governor's power to exempt
pner reduce in cases of herdship; and that it has already

. boen announced that those who have five or more children
dependent on them are exempted. 8ay that 'the Secretary of
State will be ready to consider any concrete cage of hard-
ship that may be referred to him through the Goverror
h;t that in view of the recent testimony of Dr. §.K.
mita. to the conditions under which the Indians live, %o f

the fa.g& bhat t.he gxeat majérity are not labourars but‘ it f

i

Wi

ropa.tria.tlow wnte. he fmds 1£ & ‘
d!fﬁcult o mm;\'m thnro canibe m.ny auchl;tha.t 8




&5000 frdn th,o tax is being expended in the current year
on further ho-pﬁ.al scoemmodation for Indians; and that
i ie mandou b4 continue this in fiture. - That he
' hopes ‘that moreuu:g pronponty may‘in timeé meke it
Ppnible to roduce taxhtion; but that in present circum-
Btances he ¢ainet hold out any prospect that the residen-
tial tax can be abolished.




¢ ti@h\m oonduuuon bcto”
iﬁ ma *M “ﬁ hv & mly e the o.-uzw '

!ﬂmﬂy ‘of State has &lready mede it oleu"
t0 the dmittu‘ that he un not have anything to do
with the present ponoy et nonsco~pperstion adopted by
the Indians 1n'xon§m. th& question u, what line may
Ve taken when ﬁu Indhns Moa non-oo&opemtion and
show by a few yu.r.' pnnieiption in the political 1life
of the country thut their umntionn deserve sympathetic
consideration.

“ In megnyh 2 of the lmmdu 4t is suggested
is midbo better to revert to & v'iu&nly' neminated
ﬁdi&}ly This might have been pouiblev 18 monthe ago when,
the Wum wére rooalcxtunt and, indeed, it vas
zuomny suggesteds theh, wut thcro is absolutely no 7
Mon. as things lt.,nd now, why the prount copstitution z
1813 down 1n the White Paper issued by the last '
“mnt chnld be scrapped, thes d-priving Du-opaahc
of iﬁho elective imstitutions vhj.ch they now _podyess,

Yo ' In a2k 3t R mmiﬂb&mte the

Wm Gonﬂ‘u ulor 1921, om fcho uawug thet _W
Mu "the rw& of such, Indhm to citinp-hlp" qom

AR e nnwu wiping out qr qu cmuncuu between &

umam A thie U

tn‘o!.uu% to:im

, {o in rewpect ot‘?mtnﬁgx#ln al ;m Uuivguity
tnﬂho. ot it s yxo hev that, Mmcly ’ﬁ’z

%




strict pwport!' and oduouioml qnaltfi-.“
',a found L-pullbln to optm u;numt
Cn :bhe Joht Glnhnnel onllu locmy by 8ir B. Harthty,

. am theen' Fo11/ vif.h provision
BeatE £ 4

'{?m Tl m to mﬁ.ﬂ of Indhu yoters the

dsrfiuuty of 1 jp coma zroll would be mueh reduced..
3 Ant hu howey er ariesen, since, th. >,
Wood 'inttrttn terms nu drawn up, which will e of
importance Hf the commen rol]’.? ever becemes praetical
politics. - It was then ruggﬁiua-‘ that, 12 guaiification

ta‘-t- were imposed, ‘those n:l'ropun vetexrs WHo are now

on thn 1ist would have to Temain on the liet irrespective

ot miﬂut!.onl. Under the White Paper policy the
| ! to ueuo what qualification they




“and they chose the adult frenchise (men ;.nd women),

which a].rudy oxhtod for hﬂ;um. So far shere:

m. been fow or no rogi-t.un;a of Indian ncetoxﬁ“hat
42 Indianselootorbher are luter registered under this
‘qua.uﬁntion the question wowld u’iu mhather the

Indinnn on the register would mt 11M9 the Europeeans,

Temain on the voters' list irrespsctive of

me Ntcra net qnl.lltying un:cr t.ho

8t lon their voto.

11 ehnoo of amicable work. !'ho mu that” the comon
" Tol1 with elestorstes of eitner xace vobing z‘or _candidates
of either race, will tend to nuuu_u racial tnhlo-:.w

seems to e visionary. At present I aa convinced that
any omuggu offering himself to the vegbters of

thg ot;hog x'-:“"mlq infallibly lose the vetes of his own
Tace, “4. sveri if that wers not mdy I do not thimk that
we should ?t u'nti-rn'ciox-y council if the choice between

rh‘l};voto in America in the
)ut can only 1nd to ;rcﬂ. '




-

X In paragraph 5 the Gomitcu mduvour to ahow
; W

that eﬂm if there vero a luu influx of Indian
emigrantn tho Europaan oomxinity would hava no need to
be afraid of being nwamped pcliticallj,bepauu Hhy hal
been laid dovm that.: hsytmtﬂ:!o 8elf-Govermment &not
in the picturo. As LS ‘ratter of fact, no amount of
White Pnperl wnl Femovs the aspirations of the
Europem communit.y tomrds salf Government, and

any. constitntionsl cha.ngo which would place India in a

nﬁjoﬂ.ty of ’the gouncil; would rightly or wrongly disgust
the Euronqam with conditions in Kanya. altogether.

If at. a.ny time the common Roll d4id vecome an
1mmediah question it seems necosury to emphasise the
importaﬁcg of (stzict qualifications. The idea 1aid
down in the Committee's Memsrandum that property and
Sducation should be weighed against each other, so that
the rich i1litggate~ean scrape in, 18 in my opinion as
bm! a8’ the previous 10 per cent.proposal. The dsméaz\ 1p
ths,b t"h,ere would be no limit to pressure for widening
the wlification until there was in the end univeraa.l
franchise, - with Indians yroeumably 8ti11l in the™
nuxnerica.l maJority which they now possess. .
There remains the aa.fe;:uard# ot.‘,resewatlwy of

seats to whieh the Europeans took exceptinn,mninly on

. the ground that there was no guarantee of f\i.nality-

Attention was drawn to the statements of Mr*Ssutri a

ot‘herl Vb



ing at a l.ti‘imnnt of tho Kenya question by
inlthlmants -and they feu'-d that, whatever they gave

l.ny thoy would be asked to give away more. That i .»,J’
“%he back of most of the Kenya epposition. &

Fimally the Commiftee suggest that,
rspramtatton is mairtained thére shoy

already had to consider the répresen

ness to assist in the counsels of the Cot

’/@ Becretary of State refusing to commit hi
b

‘kind of settlément which can be contempla%
enarot that time or, I suggest,to bind himsé

peridd of 5 yea.rn suggested in paragraph 8 of the

ity

\Mémorandum, He could. of course readily agreée that the
‘polition of ‘the various communities would be an importan

matter in. tho consideration of any scheme for the prant

s g of w meaturo of rasponaible self.govermment for Kenya.
(e 3 ——

e B.Reservatio of Highlands for Europeans.

‘ ¥e have hers the usual two claims: firet,tnat Lord

Bigin's decision of 1908 that grants of agricultural land

~dn the hig&_?lnhﬁihjho'uld not, ‘a8 a matter of administrative

convehience




qt lpqzd .rm the origd.nl.l grne,unﬂ nocondly,that the :
mdiﬁpniom in the law made in the Crown Landl ; "1
Ordinanee 1915 were 'a departure from Lord !Jgin'- : g
poliox that there should be no legislative ducriminl’ﬁnri-‘

against Asiatice. . : ‘ 1‘

These pointe were fully dealt with in the White
: 't

“Paper (page ldj « Lord Blgin had no need 4 say anything &

. about transfer,for the simple reason that eyery Yransfer|

i
i

A
!
{

wag then subject to the veto of the Governor.The ideas

- that,while laying down that the highlands should be a

k

. Buropeén reserve, he contemplated £or a moment that a

grant made to a Buropean one d.uy‘nii’.ght be traneferred to'f

i

an Indim the nezt. day is 5rqtnqne. On the second point,
thc modii‘icntiom made 'in tHe Crown Lands Oydihance in ‘.‘

H
i

1915 wers' dmp simply to the change of the method of
alior;at!nd I1and from allotment to sale by aunti,qn, susd

to the :'bmdommt (in order to facilitate tranufore) of
the powex ar ve;c already referred f.o axcept 1!} lehe

]

casg of tranlfeu vmieh mimt wu.kon the Buropean

renrvation in 'che highlands or tran#drl vhicMnce
Fy i.mprovident holders of land &t the Coast nt the mercy of

et ‘land-hunters, whether Buropom or-Asigtic. The Crowmn |

\fidse " Lands Ovdinance was. by no means a‘var messure, ‘as it has
suited the Indian n’tdo to ma&e put;it wde a result of

m yura' mudarution in Kenya md here and of the
: ! i
¢ nw M’W‘!‘ ;hnn&to the mttcr . by Liberal ,‘: -

F i okt

! ‘.‘.'

nttle likelihood- of the .
and ln the highlands and that«
if -

X




5

z" uppaa.;}g to bt’vgp,fneam ot bridging the g-ul! withoyt a definite /|
; unin tﬂm &zrqpeahs %hst tharn haa’ hgon & breach of faith,

f ‘ﬁxoy,yéntugjh&kt}ny have been encourn;ed to take up lan
/ in m Klghlan&l on aocount of a plnge ﬁmt they w}n not

e mﬁ,ﬁion. Eraedpm of transfer implies .fraedom of mottgase
‘fgpd a,t preunt ths ‘Turopean farmer is dependnnt for additiomal
Vogppﬂkfn what, 8 bmk or Rurepean cap:lttliat can give him.

“In-the dnpreuion which is now passing, there has been great
'd._u:_zfﬁcnlty in obtaining funds, and we may be perfectly certal_n‘ 4
a}m{ A the restriction or $ransfer had not existed, the

'k ‘rutor purt of ths European farms would now be pleaged to

m ‘ll nouey dlenders who are at least as rapnoinut as any of

l.t ] nﬂ in w oountry.
; Tof what ‘happens,

We have experience on the Coast .

wzn'n m‘ 1and gota into the
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‘Dear Mr.Thomas,

: I enp‘loaoj herewith, on behalf of the Colonics
Committee, a, mamorandum outlining the representa*siqgn ;
i wlxich they wish o mke to you, and which you bave a,g:‘eed
to reoeive ,pegarding-the India.n fra.nchise in Kenya and the

reservation -of the Htghln.nds for Eurapaans and of certain

areas in the Lowlands Zor’ '&nd!ans. . N e

The ‘Indian mm‘oers have alteady booked. theiz'

- paasages back to India. a:nd Mr. Rangmchariar roposes to
leave Bngland, if possible on July 160?1. 2 I the”
cireumstances we should be very gra.teful 1f ol ‘couldd
very kindly aecord ug an inte;rview, on ﬁha su‘b:‘ljct of this
némorandun and on the point rersFred ke in paragréph 6 of
ny 1g.§ter dated June a-eflx on July Bth or on one of the
foiiowmg days in_ that week.

3 We Hhave-also been ingtructed to make

”‘(W;_ repreuntations to you regarding the position of Indians in

Fo.us !iji. Ve have been. studying the subject end should be
ﬁi'l?)verymch obliged if you oould see your way to granting uea

at.H& +JoHoThomas, M.P, E “ sgparate

Oolonial Off ice,




r’,, v




:"A
Memo randum .

e Y

‘@ Committee have already communicated

regarding the draft Kenya Immigrants Regulatiog

ent Ordinance to the 8encotary of State fo
They propose in this Tt

L r«a"nmant of India, to re;

Ty : %
L oy ‘Lak aamr.stration of

*uhder tile direct end complete contrsl of the Colonial Cffi
The West Africen system. under which there is no generel
frenchise, and speciel interests are represented by a
minority of members nomirated by the Governor or slected
€y pa.rtxculur municipalities. seems to them to be best
calculated to ensure the parsmountcey of native 1r;teréetu and
to prevent any immigrant community obtaining an undue vojce
L) in the administration. The sucoese of & somewhsl simijar

er §5f

W Ll BT A systen




iy nubu,fin Upadn a!fordc ovidmco thet an ar:w:gvment 14'8
g of thil kind is agl nil mptod to Bast Africe 'as to

‘ l‘d. Lfnu. ; Rcvenion to s mainly noninated Counczl

muld we balieve be wel domed by lndia.n epinion end would

) rcnvo one of the chief causes of friction between the

“‘Burepean and Indisn communities.

3. If bowever it is considered impx‘u.ctlclble to retrace
the steps alresdy taken, then the Gomlttea clain thet
the system of fnnchiae adoptnd should vé ‘consi stent with
the prigciple laid down in ‘the resolution of the Imperial
Conference 1921:-
‘The Conference, while reaffiming the Resolution of the
Imperu.l War Conference of 1918 that each compunity of
the British commonwealth should enjoy complete control
of the composition of ite ewn population by means of
restriction on immigration tromaixy' of the other
comunities, recognises that there is an incongruity
between the position of India as an equal member of the
British Empire and the existence of dlsab.llitlea upon.
British Indians lawfully domiciled in some other partg of
the Empire. The Corference accordingly is of the opinion
that in the interests of the solidarity of the ﬁritish
commonweelth it is desirable that the rights of such
Indians to citizenship should be mcdgnisedo

The representatives of South Africe regret their
inability to accept this Resolution in view of the
exceptional circumstances of the grester: part of the Union".

In. New Zealand and Newfoundland all classes of
Bntitis subjects, mclucung Britieh Indians, already
enjoy an oqugl fmnhm. Canadg end. Austrelis have held

out ‘definite hopes t.htt Wreéfﬁr giving effect to the

G ilnﬂim claim will bo ;ons1dared ag soon &8 & suitable
epporbunity arises.

Hig l‘lJe'tT" Meﬂt were & consenting party to
this Resiolution and are not therefore f‘ree to apply ine

’-.C‘rbwn colouy a, systan of franchise whick is mvom;svllc&ent




”!."whioh s wt in & mnorxbj oo ccmpared with

‘for mch jﬁﬁ‘bectd.on. Indians i'nterpaa’e thé measure as

an iifsrior status in ;}5!'}.5 of thp recompendation to ..~
wm:mry mds by the Btandmg Jcmt ﬂmmnttee of

P&rliment inita third Peport. l'u,"‘

Govermant of India hava &lqays mm‘hsmed that the r.

" method of giung éffect to "the pnnczpie of the Imperial
:‘Oonzerence raaalutloxf‘ m by adapting in Kenya a oormzon;

bonﬁup.txol enjoy:.ﬂg the franchise, and does not, ask * -

,V/_‘;-'

eleotor&l roll end a cotanon fmchiao on & reasonadle = i#

.propart.y bagis, pluspn ed.ucatlou test, without racial
idincrmm‘bzon. for n.II Britiah mbgbctao Thiz view was
adecepted by Hrammﬁull in the sebtlmenb proposad by him

%

in 1921 and again, mee..g,kf%e rhuwatlon of a specifiad

nunber: of sutn for the Europsan and’ Indmn communities
respectively, in the Wood«-!é’nterbcn Agr&mant of 1922,

cigg of 4 In the White Paper His lujeaty 8 Gevermment, after
 paper - ditot{ssirgg the rslative advantagea of a common electoral
T1611.  ell and of.comtunal frenchise, decided in fayour of the

latter. The arguments which led to this ds@‘iion wers
traversed in a telegram from the Govermiémt of India-in ¢
the following temé:- A )
"It is alleged as a primary argument in favour of
: i I;.tter prmcapla that it is oompatlble with African
st *%ﬁnxon in dup eoasem and ¥ith Arab represeitation
forthm.h. We pomt. out, hoyrever that & W ‘81 aa&em

roll vonl;l- still enn.b%,e pmtocmon to.be given' &gdshe h

~ ﬁhb ;m‘.ncl.ple 3‘F‘mhi£xh was wceptad by the Woorhf‘,.nt\or.;on
p?opt)?d;o It is n.rgued in the sedond place that. ‘tha

k

Y Bl&iml “of theae classes tgx the pmu sion of regerved seats, iy

#




" commnal 'ys’tem of mpumtation po}!;ts % 'ﬂm— .-‘130'*

franchise for Indians. We have always recognimed that s '

common electoral roll would at any rate in the first
instance reduce the 8ize of the Indian ele
have however,

ctorate. We
been prepared to facs that dlsadvantags in
view of the importance attached by us to the pnnmpla of
a conmon electoral roll, and in this we believe that e

have a.}wa.ys had a great body 0° Indiaa opinion in Kenya

o1 our ‘side. Thirdly we do not accept

the statement in
Colonial Office draft that the advantags of a common

i roll is illusory. 'We have on the contmry,
‘€ nuaintained and we still maintain that there is no

composing the racial differences and temuon

In this’ connection,

d refer you to -the éxperience already gamsd E%:8 Capef .
% Our objection to the commmal system is bhat it
es off Indians from Eumpeans and the two

—

8 would] 5 Tonz as Lhis sysfem is mamtamel

Y3 tend to ﬁy greater ﬁnphaals on pomts of d;fferenw

Bh 'rhoee of commov mterest J RN

§ coneideration whioh Ted His Majesty's Govemment

: % o;e‘arrula these argzuments was the belief that in the

special conditions éxisting in Kenya alsctions would

undoubtedly be fought on racial lines and that therefors
the mein advantage claimed for the common slectoral roll
would be lost.. The Committse maintain on the sontrary
that if a common electoral roll were =dopte’ this state
of affairs would Prove temporary and that racial
antegonisn would gradually abats In any case it ig far
better for all parties, that such racisl friction should
be confinad to the triemial elections rather than
e ,"1mporﬂ'ad into the Legislative Coihcil by & systen off

“communal representation and perpetuated in every debata




sm. -shpwn that there Te'tiy le 6r no grownd *\
0T ‘fears of bha Europepn Qévmmmty t,hat they ars :
lusoly to be swam‘_ned. by a fioed S Indian imnigrants..
&xch & fear must in any case be J.llusory pinte His
Majesty's Governmment have in the White Paper definitely
stated that they "canngt but regard the. grint of
responsible self-goveranent as put of the question within
any period of time which need now be taken into considsratian
nor indeed would they contemplate yet the possibility of
substituting an unofficial majority in the Zouncil for the
Government off‘icie.l‘ majority®. The elected portion of the
Legislative Ccﬁncil #ill therefors. continue for an
indefinite period to be in the minority, and its functions
will ‘be advisory. Even if the addption 6 & comnon roll
meant, therefors, the increased representation of Indians
on the Coitncil, the existing position would mot Le
materially gitered But the Committee regard such a
result within any measurable period of ime a2 most
improbable. In advocating a comson roll the Governmest »f
India have suggested: two important qualifications viz. a
reasonable property test and a co@n educational teat
without racial discimination. Since the Indians as &
woommuaity are as the taxation returmg show. greatly
inferior to the Eurofea.ﬁa in wealth. 'a property test
approximating to that suggested by Mr,Churehill would exciiie

large numbers of them from tie franchise. The Committes

would not rvegard the adoption o an aducational test 1n
Engiish only as fair to the Indien comrunity. If however

there are difficultiss in the way of reco,mmmg the chief
Indian 1a.nmw é,o}'en in the rolo'x] for purpoges of this
test, they %eat that in the case of Indla..xs who are
unable to pass-the prescribed tsg’o ‘_.jm‘ﬁngllsh the




b
. a7

a higher property test than that, pree’c?i%ed
can also pass the educat ional test;-. shoulq

Subject to thig qualificati
advocate the adoption of

alternstive or
for: thode who
be allowed.

& omrn roll "
suggested by the Govermment »¢ Tndin. 8 L 1AL,

found in practics to entail s mubuts ol & w1,

nmber of representative~ - oy
under the present eyst o, ‘ndian op tris
accouqt,

6. . -If however the Saecrete r

2 s,

ie, for the'reason siatel in

1)
10|

to corcede & common io

Cormitten would respect 1y 1nvite
sysism of g, commony w1l aed wi
e r\ewm&uded.m the U el Aaptae
on these }in_es wuld no” cy jparn te
.led His Mejesty's Qovermuas lagt

S YPEL, namely that elect inrs ).

.7,

seetl g

- oae

ned with ressyvation ¢

for it would tern ! '+ 3

footing of rreeter ¢ .y ad to
their g i pendence on eack othu-

the atove courses commend t} emselver te
State for the Colories and he decides to
sent system of commnal represertatior
then the Comm? ‘tee would Araw.attention to the feot that
according to the census of 1971 the mumber 0f Buropes:

and Asiatice aged 20 and upwarde was as follows

leles Fepales Total
Buropeans 4 56b 2 632 7,197
Asiatics 16,884 5, 32 22,61¢

Of the total Asiatic population numoering 35, 962 tha
number of Irdians was 22,322, On the ratio of 23 36 e

number




| af Iay.ane in tq, goloqy cxcﬁding the agtt i‘gm ;
; d’ b&-!tl.ﬂé, The mmb?r of Indian adulta in the
-‘coumy iu, th;refere a.pp ximately double the ninber of
Buropeen adults. On the ’mn of these’ Pigurss the
. committee claim in the last resort that Ny compromiy
. giving less than equality in the number of the

g

representatives elected on & commmnel basi’s by Buropeans

and Indm.ne respectively could mot be accepted by India as
adequate or just.

To accord to Indiene & amaller
representation on the Council is to Begign
status.

Jqar . 8, In conclugion the Committee are matmgtad to
T Toy

-ansideratin request that, if

ign *)\es exi 1"fenor

either of the courses discupsed in parse.
6 and 7 are adopted, or if matters are left as th

oy are al
present, the Coloniel Secretary may give an undertakirg
that t

be matter will be reconsidered whenever the

constitution of Kenya is again mdiﬁed end espscially
should the modification be in the direction of responsible

gel f-govermment, and in any case at the end of 5 years.




Z%1le The Highl1nds of Kenye ®tonsist of that portiop

th& Colony north and scuth of the rallway which lies between
Kiu on the east &rd Fort Ternap on the west. The ix

e,.ituda veries between 4800 feet engd 10060 feets I’racticaliy
the whole of the agricultursl lamd witiin this arez availeble
for alimtion hes elready beesn - s.&iﬂna&ud to*nmrcpews,

'vidld that r'hev

x $8 'u;_'pozsa is

e
2 a3l neotify ?

whetlher pergons cthex % R L dznitted o

27. bid at the sustion. 4 coverant iy implied in every lsase

o

of agrisulfural land granted to a Europesn tha* bhe gl 1 ;

without the sonsent of Lhé‘_‘Goy‘sfnor i o.uvii oappol:” a-
“llow a Koin&uropenn to bc"memasa:: ox slee to co g
- 39 to be in gontrol of the land leased " pensliy of
664 forfeiture of lease. All trsnsfex oi other trensacticns in

land that has beern =0ld, Jeased or dispesed of unisr tlie
; reguleticns of 1897 or the Ordinancee cf 1902 or Lul: i
between persons of different race, must be rotified to the
5-’-! 71 Lands Officer. end the Governor in Council may veto eny
) transaction within three menths. This power of veto has
been used by the Covernment of the Colony to creste and
maintain a reserve for European pettlers on the «gri-ulturel

lands of the Hignlend Area

. ’ )
ﬁ. h tho "hite Poper the decismion of His Majesty s
dev.rnunt ragu-dine the Highlands was that "the exir ting
,\vatica must be maintained as regards both initisl grants «nd

W b -

tresfers®s




Indianq in the mapj’r

135 q

transfers®, 1t ‘was argued: that Buropean Britisn nuhj ecte
during the 1aat 15 years had been encouraged to develep the
Highlends, and that during that period settlers had taken up
~1an v in the' Highlanda on the understanding that the existing
¥7 .. hee would Bemeintained., The Crown Lends Ordinance 191
%“Q new principle but merely meintained the prineiple of
pe. ‘lee.  Lord Blgin's decision in 1908 that *while it
¥&: . .oeonmit With the views of His Msajesty's Governmeut
" .1, 08¢ any legal restricticns upon any section of the
community, grants in the Uplande Ares should not &8 a matter
of adminimtrative conveniense be wade to Asiatics® had been
ﬁtez‘pratod by his successors and by the loeal authorities as
cevering transfers ag well as origingl grants from the Crowns
In view cf tas pcaiticn 50 ereated it was held that the terms
of the thwn Labds Ordinanee of 1915 4id not amount to legel
discz.minaf.ltn ageinst Asiatices. As a set off to the

© 3¢ uaio? of Indians frem thne Highlands 1t was decided to set
of Mg of egriculturel lang in the Lowlands,
A

for development by Indian settlers,

3. The contenticn o the Covermment of India is that
Lord Elgin's deecision related only to initial grents cr
Government land in the Highlends. and thet the terme of thst
decision were nisinterpreted when they were stretched to cover
& veto on transfere Moreover the inclusicn of & definite
provieion in the Ordinance or 1915 making trensections ip
lands subject to an official vete on Taclal grounds vhich had
not appeared in the previous Ordincnce of 1902, i

incompatible with the terms of the decipsion, It appears te

the C'omnittee gha.p th& Ordlqmnce of 1915 w}uch Weg pasced in

ar vzar»tiu‘e 1ead with the decision in

the Yhite. Psper, muntp, to a legel discrimination ageingt
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~of lend under cultivetion increases, the difficulty of

holdingz cultivated by settlers theuselves would tend to add to

the prosperity of the Colony while relieving the erowing

"the Uplsnds on the ground that Buropeane aie. by nq.ux:‘,

the qu:giip or principle it %pot
$hee tha F3#88e hes.been made out on {ug

Tatts for promtin( lnropum against the acquisition of
lm by Imu.nu in the Highlands.
his uta‘f.u ln the pls.nt:.tton

The !u‘ropekn vorks
system with nn.tivo lnbm-
lxperiemao in othn Parts of the tropics has shewn thst this
lyltn is foraim tn Indien practice, and that thére is very
lﬁtlo-ll.hlihooa of the Indian desiring to acquim land for
management on these lines, In this respect there 1s o
parallel between conditions in Kenysa end in Natal. Although
the Asiatic Enquiry Comumission in 1921 recommended that the

right of Asiaties to acquire land should be reetristed ty

legisldtion to the coast belt of Natal, the Union Government

rejected the proposal, preferring to wait until the reclity

of the danger which it was propoeed to guard against had been
moﬁ elearly demonstrated Moreover, the cold and the damp
¢limate of the Highlands of Kenye is unsuited to Indien
ngxiauiturnl metheds, 4 possivle exception might ke that
Bome Indiana might -cquire small holdings in trhe Highlende fox
purmm af garden cu'lﬂ.’!‘lltaion» If this were to heppen, the ’
Camnittee mnan th:.fvit would not be a bad thing for the
Colonyﬁ‘ Phnqpt lg;:lfux lews in the Colony sre not Yikely to

contimue unmodified for an indefinite periad, end, o2 the area

Ilai.nf.amlag the labour eupply needed for the plantatisn system |

is 1.‘,.k¢1y to be enhanced. A certeln number of emall

pressure on the exintin& labour forees

l Lord. Milner ‘Juztified the exclueion .,f Ind iens from

Physically cxcluded from other areas Hence, if tle llmited
areas which ig suituble for Buropeen settlemedt were thrown
open to the competition of Indiens there wofild be taking the

_\Qolon)(




e e ek e pock kS Sinaae. B gL )

~themselves The st

e, > 1

A}
157

- = : i v

';o'l'on'y" ag ’ar‘\"!;olgo 2 virtual ‘diseriminction in fayour of
hi'a'gicgas' egeinst Buropean settin y He ¢ould not
theérefore regard the Indisn ol ¥ o tw?}: the Uplands
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which the White Prper of U : ;.e,_i_mveq%‘- r 18 1t proved

.
to be necessary in the interests of tne f:mof\'z{.m settlers

on 18 therefore made tuat tpe

Governor in Council should he required

veto on trensfers betweer rerscne of different

necessary in the economic interests of the Africears

Reservation of an ares ip low-apnds for

Indisn getilement., =
7 It wes decided in the White Peper that an are

lend in the Lowlands should bg; temporarily reserved

that it may be aacértained_, by uxfaarience what dems

lznd
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'ﬂu Gmttu !ualrltn)xd th*t thn Govemmsnt ot the Coluny 1
. pwpnen to resexrve spproximately one million aor« x{ox-th of Ay
the V.i-!aveta Railvn.y and onl‘ hsﬁdred thousend acres on the - 5
'!nnl river. They wish 1n tho Tirst plece to make 1%
Q_I.qr thet Indians Nave no desire to secure & reservetion for
th@u#}.vn at the expense of the possible future requirements
of the natives of the country. . The acceptance of such &
reservation would commit them to acauiescence in a prineciple
te which they are entirely opposed. If however the decision

to et sside Buch an aréa for Indians provisicnelly is

meintaineqd, f:'}_ny wonld ask that, before appliectione for such
land crq;mviud in‘India end in Kenys, the Govertment of

Ingdin may be given the opportnnny of sending an officer

experiencod in Indien a&etlmnt and agricultural mathoda, to,
report on the spitability of the proposed areas. end to adrise '
the colonial Goveryment regerding the methods of settlement
most likely to-mcot Indian reguirements,




