MW~ 20N - SRS ST e Al e T
B o R s e s B 4 g ! =

Messrs. A. M. JEEVANJEE & CO.
F‘ile No. RUUTOTTRR

1k SWIFT PRESS, NAIROBI.

SUBJECT.
ERENCE TO) 7

vVIOUS Jh/,w/ b oo %(( })(,f/ 808

spondence.

Miaaadanmee . o o



REYORT OF A% Mf JEEVANJER ON PACTS RELATING TO GRANT OF
A LRASE OF THE " TOWN HALL PLOT" YNAIROBIX,
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The Town Hall was built in the year 1904 by me at the
request of the Government on the understanding that I should
obtain a 50 years lease with & neminal rent for the lst ten
years, There was considerable disoussion as to the terms
upen whieh the building should be leased to the Muniecipality
and nething definite was arranged until February 1906,

Twe Draft Agreements with the Municipal Cemmittfee were
prepared in 1904 copies of which are attached hereto and mark
=ed “1" and °2° - Neither of these drafts agreede was agreed
upen as is shown by a letter dated the 29th December 1904
frem the then Town Clerk to my firm (Copy letter attached
marked "3°), My representative replied on the 1lth January
19056, Varysus interviews took place and eventually a form of
Lowse was agreed upon and executad by my agent on the lst
Fedbruary 1905 and witnessed by Mr. Badderson (The Town Clerk)
and Mr, B, Bargreaves ( Assistant Town Clerk). I attach a
oopy of the deed marked "4°,

This document was exeouted on foolscap and appears to
be in Nr. Hargreaves' writing, My firm wrote oh the 3rd
August 19006 fer issue of a Lease frem Government and Mr,
Jehn Ainswerth recemmended yhe Issue of a Lease ( vide copy
letter dated Bth August 1905 marked "5") = (n the following

menth it would appear that some representative of the firm

af Tenks and Allem who formerly acted for me saw Mr. Ainswor:
and wrete & letter dated the 20th September 1905 ((opy attach
-ed marked ®6°), This letter does not correctly state the
faots and I nerer suthorised stch a letter being written,The
arrangements re the Town Hall were made with the Munioipal
Augherities direct witheut the in.erventien of (aj‘Lwyorl
and Nessrs Tenks and Allen, when salled upen, could net pro-
duce any letter writtem to thea re the Town Hall by me or my

firm ner could they preduce any entry of ;lntcndnno. en
them
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on them in reference o the matter prier te writing the lester
of the 20th September 1905 and I have net been charged fer any
sueh interview - That they were not instrueted in refurence to
the Tewn Hall is further evidenced by Mr, B, G, Allen's letter
dated 2nd Fedbruary 1915, ( Copy attached marked *7"), The
letter of the 20th September 1906 was ebviously wottten with-
out referemee to me or my firm ( netwithstanding the words
® our elienty statee” ) and in ignorance of the existence of
the Lease exmesuted on the 1st Pebruary 1506, I had erected
eortain residential buildings on the basis of a ten years
agresment with eptien of purchase af at oeniract price in lieu
ef gramting a 50 years Lease but no sueh agreement vas oon -
templated in the oase of the Town Hall, I attach a sopy of one
of my agreements of this nature marked "8° which is obviously
of quite a diffefent nature from the decument executed on lst
Pedbruary 1905,

On the 2th April 1910 an attmpt te settls matters by
interview with the Land Officer was made; I refer to a copy
of & minute of the interview made by the Land Officer marked
“$%, I have already said that madvbere Nessrs Tonks and Allen
had ne sutherity te write the letter of the S08h September
1900 and my offer was t0 acocept another equally valuable plot
phednchange- in exchange leaving the question of selection of
site to the Gevernment,

In spite of my request nc lease has beem gramped- ever

-n granted and to my surprise my firm received a letter

frem the Pewn Clerk on the 29th Mareh 1913 stating that the
Hunieipality intended pumchasing the plet and building fer
R8.14, 780, They base their claim on the letter of the R0th
Septemher 1900 frem Tenks and Allen adbeve referred to and a
memerandum of Nr, John Ainewerth ( copy atteched and marked
00 ), '

The oencluding paragraph of Mr, Ai th's andum

shows that he was not very sure of his recellectien and, while

1 have ne deudt whatever of the Seauineness of u, Aineworth
. reht
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Nr, Ainsworth's statement, his recellectien is not in aoce
cprdance with the facts as is clearly shewn from the draw-
ing of 3 draft agreements in 1904 and 1906, I am informed
that & Town Clerk subsequently refused to show the draft
agreemad~ agreement to the Land Officer and em quite sure
that Mr, Ainowerth had not got them before him when he wrote
hisn memerandum, &

I attach & cepy of a memorandum of Col. Nont gomerie
( late Cemmissioner of Lands ) dealing with the Town Gherk-
Hall(marked ®11") which shows that he recegnised my right
to a lease of the Tewn Hall Plot or a Lease of a Plot eof
equivalent value,

Being of opinion that the Land Officer had not the full
fasts before him my Lawyers effered to supply him with copies
of relevant doocuments ( vide copy letter 18th March 1915
marked "12" ) and received a reply dated 20th Mareh 1915
( marked ®13° ) shewing that he had not the most impertant
decuments befere him - My Lawyers sent him copies of the
decuments on the 26th Maroh 1915 and I referved te lettere
marked “14° "15" and "16", "17" *"18" teo shew the manner
in whieh the matter was dealt with by the Tewn Clerk,

In view of the umsatisfactery position ®f my Lewyers
wrote to the Chief Becretary on the 17th May 1915 ( cepy
marked ® 19 * ) and received a reply on the 5th June ( ocopy
marked * 30 ") - The Land Officer would not alter his decis=
ien and my Lawyers wrete the Chief Beoretary en .he 29th June
1915 (oepy marked ®31°) expreseing my intention of placins
the matter befere the Colenial Office,

As in the case of the Market Lease this matter war held
over pending the terminatien of the VWar,

The remarks i. my repert as to the Market Lease also
apply as to wm efforts to settle this matter .n Rast
afriow but the Government have refuse’ te recegnise that I
have any right to the Tewn Hall Plot and have mot replied

te my propesal for gramt of anethe. plot in exchange,

1 trust that en cemsidering the facts as shewr in (},
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in the cerrespendence you will see your way to giving directe
iens that a lease may be granted to me.

8d, A, M, Jeevanjee,



