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“GuNLI.AL POST OFFICE, 380
LONDON, E/1!

¢« A .uecemher.... 1923,
) \ 6043‘3
= R B 1
Resz 6 oy

Sir, v

¥ith referencé to your letter of the 26th ultimo, I sl

Sy

directed by the Postmaster Gene‘ai to acquaint you, for the
information of the Secretary of State: for the Colenies, that
. -the lMail Service Tomm this Courttry to Fast Africa is not
‘pm' omtr%zct,)anq that in $xmsequence of the
infrequengysof direct sailings from the United Kingdm to
Mombasa, it is necessary to send “the Mai;s by indirect
routes. ' Untll rec&xtiy the Mails were sent weekly LY the
Indian Mail to Adéen for dowerd transmissian by the first
guitable opportunity, also from Marsellles by occasional.
A"sailmgs of the Messageries Maritimes on the Indian Ocea.n
Line; but lately the shipping facilities between Aden and
Mombasa have been jrrepular and infrequent; and it was
decided in October in order to_avoid long periods of walting
at Aden, to ®nd the Mails vid India and vid South Africa
in alternate 'éehs #or cnward canveyence by the fortnightly
con‘tmc‘i sew1cea from Bembay and Durban provided by the
( : 1 Bhipks of the British I,ndia Steam Navigation Company. The
L1 total tiﬂn‘f tmit w these routes is lanzer than via
Aden’ (28 aaya tu‘lmbaan via Boibay end 88 via Cape as
arainst a possible 21 v’ia Allen); but the service 1 regular.
Use is also st111 made of oceasional sailtst of

French Packets from Marsellles for Emst Africa; :mr,*l Mails

are sent vid Aden whenever a Britiah Stpa.mer is lmcnm to

°

be due to call there en route for Mombasa.

Y &%of State, 8o ‘




Sd far as the Postmaster Genera.] oan see, no better servioe

can be given with the existing means of ocnnmn(ioatian, ,but

vtho service 7111 be’ kept under observa‘ticm with a view t
1mpmement

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient Smmxt.

o

™ the Ssoretary,
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