29TH JINE 1922

SUBJECT
: FLAX GROWING ~—= -

Encloses copies of Report of Empire Flax Growhn
Comrii ttee on 13th June containing discussion on
possibilities in Kenya.Quotes Resolution passed™
ré continbance of Govt scheme of grading.Dra (
attention to neceéssity of giving some assistal

bert tc growers during next 4 or 5 years.
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Psreons present at the Me&%ing on 13th June, 192p. Lo
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~~_8ir Prank Barner, K.B.E., (in the chair},
¥z, W, /Borwen Bosse, C.B.E. (Spinner),
¥, 1.&. Caldex (Colamial Office),
¥r. R, Garrett Campbell C.3.E. (Bpinner)
¥r. J. R. Campbell (Dcpt. of agric. & !‘cch Inlt.
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Se . J. Vasgee Epre (Dirsgtor of Iinen in
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Hon. Alex. Bolxw (Wvewhar of dgrisiltwes 1§
Colonal W. B. Pranklin, C.B.E., TRt (P o
Somndgzioney for Re
Dr. Goulding (Impurial 7astitude),
¥r. Harcovrt Kitchin (Editer Board of ‘\:rade
Mr. W. C, 903ty (Tept. of Cversswps Tymie),
HY Yr. ¥P. J. Dewmon |Presideant., Tlax sr:vmv:s‘ ]
= genge),
Selonel C. 4. Nawcdomalld /. & Ldreptor ~f
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Mr. B, ngglnsmr;r.m! M M re. !15515%105\%’&
¥r. A, Wigglesworth)
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CHuIRMAB: Qewntlipes : Nt
Tt is & leng time since we met 10
consider matt¥ers respecting the Empire supply of flax, b}f‘t’ it
7111 be within the recolledion of the membera of the /
Lommitiee that we have had & good deal of evidence of Ahe o
eroming of /flex in Ksxye, In 1918 we had“ewidende 2& :
¥r, blbert uggi.aswonﬁ ¥r. Bivin Wiggleawor or Leggett

now Sir Hurphrsy Leggétt and leter on frem Mr,Hoey on the same
subject. . &t the end of 1980 -we bad a very full weport from
Irodlexander Holm on s whole of the 4istrist of Kenys
Colony Zad he has very kindly come here today wits’
ColoneY Framiklin to glive ue further information on-the '
proerects of flax growing in that part of tde wordi. - We need
hardly sgy that we are very much indebted to them for cofiing

to vk, X do not suggest asking eithir of these gentlemen = .
to were a long end formal stetement, but I think 1if

¥r, ol will take up the points he raised in his report we

LSS
S

_ehsllibe very zlad to listen to him and 2f he will allow us
| ke T Efer

into some discussion as he goes along I hope
present will Join iu if they .U wish, I leave it
to Mr. Holm %o take his points &8s he wishes.

GARRETT CAMPEELL: Will the minutes of this meeting
be dealt with and ol rculated?f

SECRETARY: A shorthand note is being taken and &
full transeript will be ciromlated.

¥R, HOLX: Sir PFrank Warner and Gentlemen,

Let me say that I am very glad indeed to have this
opportunity of meeting the Empire Flax Growing Committee and
octher versons interested in flax from the Colony of Kenya.

I think that very often those on this ©ide, those st home,
have few opportunities of realielng and appreociating the
difficulties which arise in the development of & xew
industry in a young Colony. The flax industry of

Kenya has had considerasble difficulties to ocontend with,
Coneiderable success has$ already been achleved, but 1t camnot
be eaid that the industry i& already in its stride.

Now I should like, kr. Chairman, to applify the statement
or report which I rresented at the request of the Secretary of
State some 18 monthe ago and which I think has been in the
pessession of members of this oommittee. I will endesavour not to
repeat it, but during the paet 18 months several new aspects
heve appeared in wnnection with the flax industry and flax
growng in Kenya. Flax was first grown in Esuys at the
Government Experimental Ferm at Kshete in 19/6. 4s a
commercial proposition the firet advence was male by
Xessra, Wigglesworth & Co,, and their firest flax mill was
erected, I think, about 1911. In 1918, which we may take
a3 a period for the purposes of our discussion, the area of
flax sown in Kenye was estimated to be within 8,000 to 9,000 acres.
During the 1last two years agricultural census returns have been
compiled and from those returne it is seen thst the total area
sown between 1st July 1919 aml the 30th Juhe 1920 was 33,349 acres.
The totgl area actually sown, that is to say, on the land,
wt the 20th J}:xe 1920, wes 24,423 acres. The last
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census returns shew thet the total area harwe sted between
1st Julg 0 snd 30th June 1921 wa§ 26,475 agres, It 48
very g e the WW in‘'which flax is grown '
57 -~ oo in ‘h% called 7
conditi OWS beoBuUE re 18 a goo 1lo N
gpping and, therefore, agalysisgof these es of
sreas, flax sown apd harve ted, m¥e¢nt bé rather inv 34 and
complicated, but I thidk you may 4 it thet in r o
figures sbout 20,000 to 25,000
been harvested @uring each of the I
The census retudns further ehow in g
produc tion for the year ending 30tk
Tow 49,554 owts; Linseed 42,000 owts VIt has been some
B betoat to ariive st flguyes showin¥ethe everage yield):,)
per eore. The total area harwsted \jivided by the ‘ .
quenti ty of flax, tow and linseed profluced does not sivel~ .
you ecourate figures because 14 does faot follow that the |
ares hervested, has been converted ip flax or tow during
the periog «pverel by The census retuliln,. * ~You m&y howeve ,
teke 1t mat\e present informationg “average yleld forlthe
whole coumz?d.ncluding poor yields: to unfavonrable [
cond it ong (& mot as than 13 owts. sore in the casefof
flax; 2 vwig, =2 fe case of tow and per sore in \he
case of lins{hd. On meny farms 1in 8 s
ylelds gre @mzwZ riyher. You wild not
is & ¥{=n propartion of tow to flax.
now snd I ought to have sald it in th
pretend to be en mthority upon flax
same of the information which I”happe
Director of Agriculture, may be of in
I understand that the reasons why the:
proportion of tow to flax are these.
seasonsl condiition; there 18 the fact
aistricts: then thece 1s the effect of]
there is feulty retting, due in the o
experience in the bendling of the flax
hand, to unfavoursable weather cond 110
hendl ing in the soutching zrocess. if the flax in
Kenys were houiled by mén possessing, the experlence
of the Iris¥V o7 Belglan grdwers, 1 do deubt but that
the proportiew or tow to flax would be uced; I think it
but falr to 5aY on The other hand that n one consid®rs
that the setytlers of Kenya are hendlin orop which 13 new
to them - in many ceses they have ster mi for the
firgt time - god again when one consid hat auhandliug
and scutching are carried out almosy e 1y b skilled,
, native lsbour, I think great oredi due to the
settlers of the country for the succeas o/h they have
alresdy achieved, (Hear. Hear). ’

The first severe check to flax grwitz in Kenya was
in 1919 when that big impor tation of flax eed from this
country was made, flax seel which, in many inetamces, gave
mreotically no return st all ad in other cases only gzave
from 10% to 33% of crop, Had that {mportatlion of Beed not
falled in my opinion the flax growers of Kenya would have
been in & much gtronger position today to withetand the

drop in merket Wrices. ‘Phey suffered pnot only & hesvy
financial losg .:?ect 42 xespect of the puroha?a of the seed
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»8hould like to 8
hat I do{mot

i{tself, but /fo ‘ S oTe than & yeer's work.l
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‘1 CAMPBELL: Was there no X&her seed
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Mep it should be remembered - that ‘tfis-exbeniiture on thi
graotioz_} of mille and the pnmhané"\ot-jiléggiry wﬂgg ,»the ‘
In:g:z&: ‘;}g‘tm, vhen copts were At thair~RlgHestl Then
LBaned i« Yot 40 sppreciate jhie 0ther points. ihen
e B edli.inc #% £300 opr 2400 a ton many fermexs in
Kenrh wy e disposed to grow flax in districts vhidh wexe not
¥hoX ¥ favourable to the oxop. Baperlance las ehoim thi the
. shriots most sudtad td LTex in 1enYR sre fhose’ R, e
ni&;r _alfitndaw wherw the climets i voldlet and where e
E:ereag i hm'vigf}. YheTe ie no doubt Wuutever but ‘thet
e WS aRBIVINS: éevelonment i Kexys extemMive aress
dletricts highly wuiiadle 4o the frewlsay of 238X end I
7ould exprese Ihs view that, pravided She maxlet
and reasenadbly mnci yrioes sra proourable, thre s£
Ero'm_in Eonge 1y 1ikely fo inoresde. IndiviNeld
Sﬁzflinged gm;t Ci¥pionity Iny $he handlftung 68 tha b}'o‘x,‘/—it:s'»ﬁi
y )d§a~ undred” nazel ol flaw sys grown oo an fwateldavanl -
{D" 1z end Wder one menggecent and it will be -saen that
pasmuch as the rohtivg apd Ve s hing snd- Gl )
arrTing ox Sia then AR At e et
The hope 18 trn ;7*9?&1’1(3&%9;3?;; - i
some of those ai*ricwftise and Y g
zrowvm by & somparutiveky eatl e
epread among 4 FAsgrer wunbed of
smaller area. i N

1. &,%},g_. Theres was_uno of _;f\%eeﬁf"ﬂyaiiﬂﬂ‘osv

TAOES.

Witk regard Y€ tha Customs retar

you have peckpps venvg,lsnb yhheh J = eox
got with me pege ~ 1, ;Rﬁg&fg’é Bf.c any- me
sort end 41¢ met dyiag wilh.de. pdFers . snd $
to flax gravim An xavye, -~ thige, returrs
flex do not re?iack tho poaitioh :
ir Henya bosauge, b spboun’ -3
hold s thy GoTon oas et Aot i el

A oLory ok heon. i te
quantity of flax WiloX, woaly Ay ”?xy h::o}en
and seuiched remsing I#A Thy Loyl 6f straw RN
mell, how did i% Lappem BhNt ¥hew (he markot rof
improved towards the suy G331 969t the grow
;“ﬁEMt then market ﬂ}’«‘?{x. . e x;ﬂm%»’l
m’-rg.-‘k,‘ is this. In Septomban: §';-‘§ctonu£ 25
= ¢vemant took plsds,’ 1$.wes no¥ posgidla to
e & x :;cauﬁiettne gstsonal, capAltiory were u
And wher, the suitable eppson i 0 $ A
tho market price had fallen. ar,}éqéa I

With vegard fo dilseases and :
Igs‘\:;l“e only two which have been caug?z;sa;; t
arme ;ﬁ ;r}s:lto wh%ah i_g Endoubtadl:! present on a
e country, but I do think there 1B v
belisve that with aen oo
) good farm menagement and o r ol
;}z;gpgi:;i ;3::;9;«; :halliaggoend in nomhatt&ngm:h:{ seasfe
; ] 8sociation in that conmecti ) e
giz‘tve:a. ,BB the Department of Agrioulture mo‘;l‘];o- zalg‘d“d
s ”:;;; eixguld ot a guarantee from sellers ¢f. sqdd that
tae ne c;o 1:0 hem has been produced from a c‘fi-c}‘whmhh
b~ o .ﬁ;ui::oz:‘d t::ryo::;i ago the flax caterpiller
X ang/ ous dama
g:l bsen under dnvostigation g;’ the em.omolggist f:e_,ma.tter
eparhment 4 Urtil sbout mine months ago we were ux:xd:Zr the
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8dvised thit #hs cost per g

/ \:/
‘tute acy

\of growing flax im ‘-

; Iroland lg > ey worked out recenhly £% i£3.5,0 an acro, I o
2 3 very glad lir. DAwson $g hére todss, beceau o Wy pan speak -
vwith very wond derable o

erigfhed in this natter; he is one
of the'largest growers of! zﬁf{; o§Ys —But sz far ag
‘I hava besn able. to-ascertain ths doat por\asre of growing . .
flax in Kenyg and-landing that flax 1a Englénd is from !
£12 to 214 per acre. I do not think an; of us ktow the future
Position £ flax growing in Hussia, bug 1t would appear cn
a1l the evidence we have that i® i is a-gusstion _of whether
78 ¢2n produce flax in Xenya in cofipetition wit® Ireland,
Belgiuw or Holland, I thi

nk we sh4ll sticceed. As far as
¢an bé seeu at present I think we can vroduce and land it
ir anzland 4t a lower cost than either of those countries.

Ch irmwn, I think verhaps I, have ogcupied your time

© long evcugk, btut I should 1iks to say il conclusion

we0ld 7Eny much weleome s diScussion upon this

- o flax gvowing-in Kenym end if [ can give the

it g pay othor informetion I shall be very happy o do so.

want. L4 eo-operetion of all concarned in order that we

“401 V9 guocess; the ee-opsration of the growsr, the
vpany, the shippér, the merchant and the spinner.

w2 have all this, Y8 cerfain dlstricts of Kenya

Ligh'are wmited to the growing of flax it will become an

oetab2%8bsd and rrofttable orop. I should also apuvreciats,

- HparCheg¥oan, in iy pesftion in the Colony, any advice which

by DrAsilongittae cares te offer in connection with our work
R3S 0T QiNTLesfa,

(ivplavas],
TASITGRAN : After
ol the soed from?

the fallure of the 1915 @eed - vwhere aid

M. BULL: It vas a- uired by the ¥lax Control Bosrd
*g-orizpin vas Holland and Cmada.

-~
i fe
v
<

e B - T
¥
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VAT You are uelng secd grown from that now

-
<
&
.
©y
A
]
-

b

214N Your yield of 17 cvit. of flmx to £ cwts.
S ted; i that the mverawm yi=1i or only the result of
F's cultivetion?

I think that can only be taken as arplicable

n's work. There are no statistics vearing
I rrdvious crops. ’

CHAIRLAN:  But there is no roasonm to believe that thp
i riier crops resulted in*a better return?

n MR, BOLL: I think the position 1s ithis, that 14 sons
districts the yleld wowld be nearly double th.t ana on mofe
farms it would be lessy The failurs of orops frow drought
or patarpillar attack and bad retting has 811 bean talken
L Bone ideration in those figures. :or eyample, in . |
e Waricho district about 7 or 8 mgres will rroduoy & ,
tom of flax ~ud & ton of tow. ¢ i
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Iroland lm ~ beey, workea out recenly ey 283.5.0 an acre. I

with veyy ‘doncl derable e
of the'la¥gest growers of = t & far ac.
‘I hava besn able. to-ascertain the Goat per\aore ‘of growing . .
flax in Kenys and-janding that flax \a Englénd is £rom (
£12 to 214 per mcre. I do not think en; of us kmow the future
bosition «f flax growing in Kussia, bug 1t would appear on

a1l the evidence we have that 1# i is a-gusstion _of whether
%8 _¢2u produce flax in Xenya in cofipetition wit® Ireland,
Belgiun or Holland, I think we shdll stcceed. As far as

oan beé saeu at present I think we can vroduce and laud it

ir #nzland at a lower cost than elther of those countries.

eripZicd® in this natter; he is one

) ¥r. Chirman, I think perhaps I, have ocecupied your time
irendy long ewcust, but T ghould 1ike to say in conclusion
e0qld very much weleome s digtustion upon this
of flax gr¥owing-in Kenys and 1f [ can give the
v@ 2Ay othor informstion I shall be very happy to do so.
“'mico-operation of all concerned in order that we
}3VG suacess; the ca-operation of the growsr, the
corpany, the ‘shippér, the merchant and the spinner.
T wa have all this, in cerfmin districts of enya
®ited Lo the growing of flax it will become an
kItebed and rrofitable orop. I should also apuvreciate,
Shextrman, in my pesftion in the Colony, any advice which

Lelloraittoe cures tc offer in connection with our work
s,

(ipplanaa],

After the failure of the 1919 seed - vwhers did
Prom?

4 It vas a vired by the ¥lax Control Bourd
o wvas Yolland and Cmada.

tov are usling seed grown from that now

$ "CL L :rops that had previously
By ¢z tass $romn in the
SRR
!i" ) s Ie Your yteld cf ) cwt. of flax to £ cwts.
-5 Fof towsie at tha averam yieli or only the result of
| 3% 1:5%.psar's cult ivation?

T think that can only be taken ss arplicable
wrk. <Tnere are no statistics veariag
crops. :

CHAYRLAN: But there 1s no reason to bglieve that tha
44 riier crops resulted in a better return?
=

n MR. HOLM: I think the position 1s thie, that 1a soms
¢ dtabricts the yield wouls e naaniy'}.uble tl:t ana on soge
o farms it would be less. The failur¥®of crops from drought
or gatarpillar attack and dad retting has 81l beean talken
i %age ideration in those figures, ior ayample, in L
¥he Kericho district about 7 or 8 mgres will produgy a
tom 0f flax ~ud 4 ton of tow.
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! ROl ke CAIP3ZLLg
2 ‘tkg E\J' tion 07 rotation of crops because that hes a :ery
wpertant bearing on the cost of flax growing. I{ Z.s_t;ei]g
ten tho cass.that the cost of groving one empt :Einl' :
ited to thefcost of growing another. I do no t o

'/ ol touched on that question/which is yery impo rtan

% %ne voint of.view of the owner of the land.

i1 ‘
A \ 71113’ ¢4i.: L4 rotation of crops in Zngzland, Scotland
1 ME. HCLL.: 4 ot iy
nd, Ireland is one thing anc a rotation of crops

) 2tdpica1 or sub-tropical conditions is mite anotherlthéng.
! \’ﬂ Jow/ erverience ie tazt an Zast african farmh doe’s not len

f"“ X‘E‘e‘f to the game scrt of system of rotation of crops &8
i i V4 vd'?a temroerate climathe where there is

[
\ ¢

o P
ifotable crops to be rovn, o Fer as
rod! ore nra fields 1§ Zenya which have
3 . ®hink unr to six or s@von crops - Up
Eg A Nr. Davsod sayce- of flax in succes onv:nd t)lnle crop
ras bo?j‘ apcreciab¥y suf’erod. we pplieve thRt Sr{am
Gredhomé prie diffiloulty of fiax wilt by thofgintroduction -
it %1 ) led a rotation of crops, \{t r;n;*wuy by
1 : t Se 127 pens
re imtrpduction off in interchange ol crop
vt;'-lt ;ﬁ ithe djgtatfts suited to growinz flax 'haat can also
E; r‘u;* 1 su y and wheat growing ‘_s%the increase.
;efa tlax 4n rotation have been g¥pFn it has}bae‘r;ﬁ
found t5 te a #uitab¥e system of orop growing :S‘thga'c_;an s
can agadin be ruag With raize. But you have n ne garo
ohoice (that yod khage in Ireland, for ozsmple, }axr? e,
I belieye is onlyjrovm‘onca in s seven-year r@tation.

ﬂﬂ

wouyd r.ention this., That thers 13 so rypch vac'zm
?f;.énm{\\ ne»’ily evi@y farm in Lenya rermﬂnir.,g tor bethieth:g
R ard to *a(r]ougho up and sown for the Li'!v'st ti!;-eb '1“ r(;v,'in*
iy (" are drgprtunitisgffor restins the land which has "gSOV g £
'3 flax § r a few ygfrs vithout introducing anotngr crope.
H

e whentVand raize be grown &¥ & p¥e it,
1

hent incustry
' char7es into
a country is

i - ~ k88 on the ':.'q?at?
ueLi: o Tthv rotestion which

y‘s' in res sdt of %
intariory ~.p#m: YOV
irly profit=able b1

-

Y . Anyway
Ipateau, for
~cassPully on ferms

heat which is not
07 can take it th
t7nrple, wheat has
w.zizh also grow

iqve you I ade any Jxhaustive tertid
ry of crigin of the Tlax seed nost,
‘enya?

MR. J.R, CALINLL
.itn rezard to the cou
yitable for growing 1

! LR, HCOL : 6 ha had seed from }iol;ﬁnd, from .'Beléiuxt:x,
i\ fro- Canada, from Ja an, froo ingland, and I think the bes
! results have been obtained from the Tutch sesd.

1/ R+ .. Cil.P3TLL:  he blue flower?
AN
'/ v, oL Yes
' e 3%, GAF-iLL: ind is it to that country that you rather |
ih 100k for your supplies? R

would you 1:ind ziving us an exrlanation

, / 5 J.R 3.LL: 1{\:’ wheat or raize weTggglown alternately

MR. HOLs Jeo do not intead to import seed in .
large quantities. That day is past. Jhere is now ne peed,
in our opinion, to import meed in large gquantities. dhat
the Depariment of azriculbure has been doing and what
individuel growers have been.doing is to import these
improved strains of flmx and so grow their own 'geed in the
oountry. I should also like to say hiat some years ago a
good deal of Russian seed was sown @nd kr. lawson cam teoll
you that he has been growing for quite a number of years,
I think eight 0r ten yearas, flax from the orlginal seed
obtained iU tnesia una that flax has remained free of Wilt.

MR. daRs om._ﬁm;m.; Without serious deterioration?

MR. HOWW; “Lod apparently with ot \e=xious
deterioratitmg.

|

MPJ A, YIGCL.8WORMH: 1 shonid 1lide %o ask hr. Holm 3
two questioms. Fiyst, he alluded 4o the area spill ;
eva’iacla to grow flax; oculd he ps3sibly give G his idea 'f
of tne extemt of that area, aamd sepongly he allmded to the
ocoinaicenye of the vetting, sowing . scutching seestus. i
1 hatl slwigg vnderstood that, with a f£aw exXpenticns during 45
th> Monsoon time you could more or lees sciton and ret - 4

throvghout #he year and it would not mean that they would
have to 0% and scutch and sow at the sume time.

Mi. 80LM: With vegard to your first guestiom,

Mr. Wigglemworth, it is diffiouit for me to ryeply witbout
the actual data, but on the Uashin Guishu Flateau, for
example, Ghere are over 600,000 acres of land end I think
only something like 104 of that land is at the present time
being used. Again take to Kerioho country; theae /
there are thousands of aores of good flax couatyy awailting
develonement,” ag also in the Gilgil distriot. Then agsin
on the railway line which.#e being built from Nekaru to the
Uashirn Gnishu Plateau there i8 an immense area of country
which in ny opinion is likealy to prove highly suitable

or €lax growing, - the e\:‘\a immediately north of Londiani.

MR. WIGGIESUORIH: Mey I tgke. it then ¢hat of thie
arca nearly all the land Tould be used. e kmow, of course,
that there are rocky knc.W¢ anopgst that land and that out
of the 600,000 soref only !5 wight. be arable land. VWhat
I want to get ai, hr. ChaiVimn, is &n 1dea of the maximum
output of ¥lax we may reasor¥wtly expect, not today, nor
tomorrow, but in the future ; frow this Kenya colony?

HAIRIN: That is when 8ll the land is under culture?
MR. WISGLOSVORTH: Precisely.
KR. HOLo\ A dalohlat b of that sort, of course,
could be made, W whether it would be vOory- much uge just now
I should very we® doubt. I vhogld Hardly think it would
be worth while pw ,‘ri;, each & cdloulation on receord,

OHAIRGAN: ‘I thinl 1% ¢ been done for abput
100,000 acres.

KR, JIQGIESWURTE. Lr. Holm sald 600,000 agreg.sulteble
Yor flax production, :
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:(, omnot say my firm has used
ed & sonsiderasble number of
committee I went into 4%
I have examined a good dtal
a?'. to certain mt;::um o
ntsn whic
l'v‘! 4 tl&nk!;he s
o encouraging !
5 ﬁ{nra for flax
bnt | d ﬂzuk f
i

Wt 22

: 2lar gueming. % You cannet he
Attt ts sigoint to ugtdh
ol er ©iten 88 it etacs
Mdrnﬁet atteffirat of a3} *
18 to aay, 4 \
2 'ad then'' |
i ahanld, De
®iXed cvarge

ey ¢o’t & m'dp
3 MJ palled: k1)
L 2o cclimtle o the av raw.’  They ‘are’|
4 . \m mwmuaum\ w4y ard Ifithe Loarn’e straw
- Ny o e Pirne strap. (8 entirely \
? : ‘h&m: mey pesalbly) socoumt forthe ks
3 *THet & o say, that at least 504
e mm ordest 1. ret’ sufficfently
AL ey oinkd by 0y e némelect
“isdehamimg . that ésch lof wopld be
, Qurk ity Ml would g8t the treatment
: hi{ae oroper (B it own,q.x&l.i ¥, they
¥ 5 ®mES lor averdge xeenlt Maze then that, -
- ‘c’r i;p%m_‘mr‘n then 8 het tex pri cc'ﬁgonnm when & a
W Snl Sees that @t ig budxﬁmixefﬁ. he Wll
%MA o8- R’ lomest Wrade: in S, Tf 4t uould ’
3 iy = m‘?fe und foxm qualdty L fth 1k Ly
& Bk, vorage mrice: for their flax. I th‘nl:
JMpEolndes try ‘must Gepend upon &n tmpro vament
Awd7ersl people Emw said, the yield at
i-g;\:s; ool - me  conal§ 'g. possibl griow’ Fiak
pracif ﬁr}u._ pHpink thpt we ahomld 7
v AL E g wew j\ v2ld tryl % Lleptave W
"h@vwkwr’?eet AI."_\ sen flax, of a really good

ov erage more than £300 & .ton. for &}
fnk 4 10 yery v b .ble they will ‘have to ith
price to ccmpete (i the markets, but if 1 they flo thay, the
osly way tO meke it piy is to improve the pield and

twﬂ%ngwut betSor quulities
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Wi/

~ % & 2 % J.’ f &
} NN 2o TRt . Unh/
opinions that T H ve come Jo; ‘thgrmw.;g& righ vd;,@:%y may
f}v worth, ?

I/gtyp them for What tleey 8
+Z1 ehould like to sey; W&. Chairman, with
ot has been ssid es tu bhe defieiencies of the

2. _ Kenysfaxs—— 1 think the beot\gromers simit whet
> f‘ﬂ&;’z‘ﬁsrintf\cm sald witR ve
; pi

be wrong.

: xd _the
. erity ofithe Qu pof  tHe- ¥ !
i thgbﬁfzcags of the Deparcment ¢Ff Axriocmit Lave been
. doing their best to improvs the euilu &l mothods and I
think & wery,coneidersdls improvemont
piace, . With-regard to the sbeence 0 wiiformity in the
flax; that wes one reason why the system of Ilax graiing
“wad iaid down-end there. is reesun W believe that the flax
g0 greced undeX ~ihe olé goheme was ve¥y mugh more unliform
then @y flax:which hed hitherto leen exported from the
Colonys~ud think 1t srises 4in this way. .There i8 first
irregularilty in the seed-bad 1tcel? and ‘then there is & good
desl of soildrregulariiy-en muny ofithe fislds whera
flax is grown,) The laad may Te sShavnger in ore pert
of the field -thap_ in anpilery the lopd poy be more fortile
in one part of thé. field then anviher-and then there ere -
tbe variations which one gets in the #paw srdduced from
the seed itself. . >

MR. BOASE: But if you have “thit veristion cccurring,
grading wont do much good, will 4%, unlsss you grade the
straw? , .

2 S .
¥ MR, HOIM: I think it ought“to begim in thé straw;

I mﬁ: \
b . LEITCH: Was the seed shipped to-your country
podliikd in begs or in Larrels? -

M® . pOiK: 1 anorry to say 1t wes packed in

i, \r.Leitch; @t ought tagueve bees packed in barrels,
(3et 13 vhere th;g‘e of us locking after thg interests of

R ax orowers Feuys, fopp=d the opiniog~tiat thgre was
e hing 165389 on the g‘;c-of the Flan-Sontrol Bosrd
this 8ide wheA they did not see that that flax seed was
“$5p€d in e proper manner, that is to say, shipped in
Z%ela so thet 1t could get ventilation on thefship.

/ b‘.‘?ﬂf LEIRCH: In our experience we b o that ®e#d packed
2 S \1cees 50% of ite geiminawing p so the seed
.31 . “YwgS not fit for sowing. L

-4
" &ni: In our omse much of the seed lost .80% of its
gerWig v M power.
T8 RN
po MW a--.u’,%: I do noi went to trail off in pursuit
of enciefy THvensies, but es this subject is being
discussed'x!' = ig peing suggesied that the Flax Control
T goard 18 entigle’ S renk as’a "prodable disspse or pest
oo ¢ flax in Kenfg U+ 1& ¥¢rth pointing out.that the
. depertment paoked Aty sesdv=a i} was tpld to'patk it by
{«' thé Crown Agmte P '\\.”\Qe,“g,huu- who purport to know about
. the CGolonies, 4 s N . £

MR. GARREQT CAMPEEI: aboht gead. My £irm

,
Vpaid :
\\‘;‘4\&?‘9.- e the firet yesr of the

have been gpiming flax in t
nar. I nofice you put }he} e & usged at 2 owls. per

@

A\ e

% il ~ @27

adve. That strikes me as small. In Oanada our average

for six years has been 3} owts amd we are not savimfied with
thet. 1 think that that might be very muoh ifiproyed. In
Irnland our seed works out at about © owts por sore. Of
oourse that may be unattainable in Kenya, dbuy I think you™ . |
oughht to be able to reach at Jeagt the. mm¥m yield of =
seed and in that eonneotion some of the work vesently done
about maturing the seed might be of interesf. It 4& quite -
t“'ﬁ“’l‘ thet the flax might be pulled eariier tham is now < -
he prectice with adventage both. for the fibre and seed.

MR. ICITOH: As far as Kenya is oonocerned the guestion
of saving seed would hardly be worth conasidering. Lw‘pm-v
war price for seed for 82 1lbs. was only 5%/~ We bought
dozens of bags at that price even last year; it was only & —
matier of less than 23 and that 1s compared to 210 and £11
the year before and next year we expeot it %o be down to £2.
You have mentiomed yourself that you do xot think it is

worth saving the seed and with that 1 agree, You would pay
more for the hamdling then you would make on the seed and

the reputation of Dutoh and Belgian geed is so good A
that you mould have to sell 8! & oomnsiderably lowex price, 1
8o that, when looking at the quoegtion of flax onltivation for
your oountry, you will have t0 oonfine your a“ttsntion ;

in ny opinion, to what you realide frum the tiw asd )gi;x only

MR. GARRETT OAMPHRIL: Oonsijoxjing that . indeed shw
b brought from Bombay and from &pge,tlne, frca the Westem
Provinces and Uanada and bearing outy &lao our 1xpexienpe
of Kenya, I oannot agree with Mr. Leitolls I think “he sced
onght to be quite an 1mportszxt part of your revenue. /

MR. WIGGIESWORTH: |} entirely agree. It ig pimply 's-
question of freights which are being rapidly brought dowm to
enable seed and other produots to bs brought heme im
competition with other countries and freights must be |
adjusted until they oan. I would like to refor to whe#
is the most important question before you and that is t Y
quality of the flax. Now in a country like Kenya (Mr. Dawson
@ill bear me out on this point) where there i1s not sufficieént
Luropean ocontrol, you never get yne same ocareful oultivatiomy
that you can get in Holland or Bylgimm, nor do you get it im %
OGapads, . ; is true you have the oheasest labour in the world
and the nkeépest land in the world. We have always said
we ooquld oertify that flax oould be gowy profitebly amd ="
perméuonily in africa whenjyou knew that for threg cer four
years rvin: you would he sure of e% least two Jydps.

Ur. Holm will perhaps tell us if he considers we have got

past that stage. I1f we have then flax will remain and

continue and gradually improve. 2 v, <
S0 Gt v

Now there was one very important point raised regarding- /4
yetting. Water-retting is practiocally ruled out beocause
‘the land has & very dpoertain rainfal} and very small rivers
whioh dry up. Then you are down to dew-retting., There
are a great number of flax oxperis here, more gualified

to gpeak than I am, but the oconditions in Afriea for dew
retting are so different from those in any other pavt of

the world that I would like to oall attention to them, In -
Burope during the season of dew-retting flax you have a8 night
udia, tomperature - whioh possibly falls from a maximum Of
70 8 minimun of 40 and you have raing which poesibly
have & temperature from 60 to 60y hardly more, perhaps 63‘,
but what have you in Kenya® . You have thege huge Monsoon

\ {
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A




thel wWap, wel Wy

trﬂv’;ml' ﬁhe' La." 1:; the
ﬂc— mte "‘u].l.lxg the oO‘t %

L ! . 3
U.C abguvom Yo pne, - . Thed ancther' g
g; S gnw.t.-,h pootching that hl(

o3 ary 8 thay.

b Y ;
* ’K“tw B
g ‘*ft;?sy gz.\uth\

,Ln SRR N :
oy fwe t.hgiﬁ t» »-‘\‘d!ﬂx

»M‘Iu sux Lt Vo “«ﬂ?s« ot
_/ iy et “"53‘&‘2\{'@!94 aF \._‘_‘
T\ iR e wIZd sl nelEKrcX n@"ﬂ-f"_;nk 5
R chely ek AL 3 aealyd cancie &
Nt ol M avesau S e e
% R NSE *am ..m&t

‘TM N"-—ir

£ rr i hsu-. v.yn
3 22 UNIRE

'wu. ﬂbﬂ m%ﬂi&‘rf hf""
Yime wnd 38 y’m e
& ox wOoe A0 Ay
Tate ), iy
E D S Wi, ‘rP

*a.!ll; maPe O ben 3
mw, Fhail vl sead W MESH, AT D
‘t-dl:\ e V0% 20 MIRMGME A o T
= Rime e Salkranegd aud o 1:_,9:2\3' oy
3 PEUEE &RRrB s ‘:ﬂé«‘n:MI e “@f!‘ﬁ‘tg'g.
Saale AR )vaus p.;:, gpekher, the g .
%ﬁ& tnlom-,.h. oy maTs 83 )
1L dp¥ s\:’r B m;i t5 8uit.tha h
'» TrAnk,. ey vOpeyts
e R L v sogVarey 115k
ok Fh sories, R o Liks qrakity gf ke Tasy Rupe
AXT Bo” *rh'y zlad ‘indved, Tor R ecunt nd {55 £
% L, 0.8 Satred fow good 0f Bl
¥ fudeatey 'cnan.J?' 1% we-can Prod
1 .,,f

o-& llax thro
54 sEAvelenit kg Justlen’' Yisy pekaould ke vex
g :e‘xj,gniﬂa Phas At yhs

i lad
Teenent . Yo e n.u mt
hi’rh;, ;v,n et a8 ;‘g.]’.’t\u'" 0;1 o)\ ‘km G?Lr‘\«gw’ n\e Je ah;m‘
g s i




v X “ S 3
Oar. X Sulbwws by oty
anite 5 10t F dhv Soinlcelties. :
. TS XK 15 be etmitied te flued eat &
| awpk T St 1, B Pt o Merledl toe fox onge
d= figeir tapt e mis $hg 4% =

: a® &
- brimdiNy yemgl (g8 du sl § ‘Tee et
i -.N;'s't:;f‘m’f et uditealy (& Eb P :
B e 1 Baws mgsed Shot, (e, T S net SNt

i Ne Sewe o 6w o of LhEC WrhAll tee ¢
e S W At up e St ferum. G

P

Cue, AR 12 yoe ecwe’ts Tndlahk. Apotng p ;-,"
e T 417 Sax 5 Tied wig o Lax
J poaATag L S & et

dunt T 1 He 8

M Bhere I8 Pfr cunktios ad dissom gt weeia
wed DA Xpin. &&;53\ n;z By Techfoss,
- W T s A0S gEryRm akes iee
TR VS mﬂﬂn?umhggw wry
ant roarhidy Rz bpe sukipale gwnddfioay P 4
or i deried CRR PR A8 Decd e 8. 0o SONN $
D weveiil. BF Erilkg 1 the wead RELRRRIA YT
) relary 1;-..\)!6““&;& by :'(qil‘ Add- v thie axpends

wEDOE: O % Lafle 4o dz';l;'oi.‘ ae ta R
WO, o JeEY B8 TN 0 0F111EL Be o b
o IEINE ih » LY
2 ryEs. I oid o olode® W 9ySll than to brondegel
‘.‘- MR, pA7SOH: I3 ie gy 4 mevier of exirs ‘)\AA 3
iDereasite yo-p teiy coatw. $ha uwalts for Sowing
aril} dachime grre only st 12% #ide.

o® o iy |




/
u ) »,
o

Ipstésé of 18". It meens t%m:% ﬁenﬂvﬁ N
re vn n:i: spee 1 aril muhines/’

Nothingham. 3 >

& m'm:!,-/ MC made by '.lkgw/n %}/// .
Gue, mww Ve use gn ord 11 rican
- cofe aritl. - ;

] v Jm. AN L&Enques-@ ATIERB Bo¥ ﬂeﬁ»
R % @

J MR ﬁwxm.\?s'm“ I Eprring o APE W
e wﬁ\wvtvra ;e £t oyrrest Yhed CT\K‘
« i vcnr/n. on that secount®

" 4 etin of
M v B2 TG Prasl way 011 of e me g
- MLy sbpoctetitn awgRl-

tenlture -and S
reTiviag-at 8 2uae
mpdnpment oz Dol
h,\r, Lo 7. -4 ﬂyx}l oty

e o o
14 ’”‘f'; ¢, Tiew X

y »‘h \,: = vandx
vm.

‘.
(4-(
EY
7 &
B
‘3

om the i
?(3 B e

fu) Mueg the Srverameny sbovld b
npoint s Wls.x tlortdel Bosrd \.onsisg
Birestor of 4agriselfers, the Supervig
‘7]’:'e Zt}_“ "r':gvare from sxongst Plex &
.unreser.»a“m 0f esct uf the followil:

£2) Plztesn Jk! Xambwa end Eor
fa) Njoro ard miurn (o) I;\mﬁi !

(b} 1xat the B v sapvered o
B soproven egyplicarts for vie gradiug o

anced gradere be
RAOLL

{n! Thav aunh
il aul Euperv

(5) Fost rhe Doerd wer sagesared. to SEN /!
feets Lo ke obhxy by Liceus v 37 6d0rE

Javy & receonsVis cberge o Tuwe Bpadoly
TELE r’r;/‘mm( im‘,.:;"we‘. f Brasiyil 4{ theld

: w(e) That ke Bo zr.v" Jpg mmpoweTes tO
iy ' & Loya tes oopnating Aroa sfte1e o0no [ <@y
'@sw sae éentrvried by Waen. |k

< _ PESIN
£) That %he Uoverrment be asked Lo rtﬂn
J fd'ilr?? arbo*’ !l:r Sevst Ap nnmhorlon mm abox=2 S

ig) frat a copy wi thd,sheove recumemntion be
£ £ sept o the’ Gova:rnmt.' 2 /
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1scoa’ci@ end another orand suostituted us,le i
:{home of gradins. {

X BR. “IGGIE STORTH: There will ve no ofi}i
[ now, vill there? A
~/ MRAHOTU. It looks to me like & gort of
aixed offivisl control bdecause it ‘suys, as I reud 11; in
this Pregs account at least, private licenced grede?s
wi1ll be under the control md supervicion of the
Supervising Grader, the Supervisinz Greder. being &
government official. These privatc licenced graders if theV
are not appointed and paid by the zovernment,
will be naturglly not quite independent men. It is “&Ther
difficult for me to say «t this end, with the informatiop
I have, how & scheme of that sort is zoing to work
satiafactorily. ©

MR. @IES“' TH: I would 1i: on recor

is the firstlinstaunce of & government, he
j@e pPlouzh @ twning waek. The first scheme
“<rted in New Zealand I think woout twenty ye
1+ that immediately resulted in such & impr=-
2 coniition of the trade that the exports w / up oy leuls

oounds. That scheme was applied a little r to tow
is still in existence and is workinz sati:

second scheme was & scheme adopted oy thes au of
~lculture in "ashinzton, for cotton. I hud
ortunity of inspectinz its workinz there = Yyaors

and I found thgt they actually recorded e year's

© und hold hermetically sesled samples, sc
dred years hence they will know the stanad:
ticular crop. Manil& baap was the nex?%.
has not veen sltogether successful owinz’
method of hundling. Now Kenya is the le
=seriment and I veliever 1t is just as esser 0 |

+d8 flax a8 to grade any other material, = wore

- The difficulty that Mr.Holm has point: s to
Ai’fennt distriots with different qualities pethe.on

& the position more dafficult vecause tx fRtitics

" wded are so small thaté’y are“ulmost uns .. M.

N2 /°u cannot get a spinner To ouy reuiily five w W pwts,
ot even five or ten tons. He preférs fifty -\ %
undred tons. Now the grading of flax in Rw
14 &8s the Xussian dmgire but there was & tis

-~ bandoned the gradinz und put it into private #
Zhat happened about 1855-1890 when they took the
rands of officials und left it to individusls
result, that the quality fell down auvout 50% ax
system wap thrown bdagk. The saae thing will he
Tenya. I want to put it cefore this meetinz.
all ig favour of the gradinz veinz continued, wd-
thut be done without any expense to the zovernme
etre chargimg £3 & ton for grading - is that not
3ut whatever you charge you are getting receip

thing s

TE

e

&all desd loss. There must’De many officials in Beayu \m‘
could be dispensed with apart from these. apart fre the\\
grading it ig of immense benefit. Durinz the last % ,;\_
the flax has improved in quality and the 1rrem1urity of 27'7"
Oh Mr.Garrett Campbell und Mr.Boase spoke is: beinz
gome in certuln farms where they have got the sxill .;Kl
ip,e iyrovn the land.
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