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Ny Lerd Duks,

'!?h Pefereance to Your Orsos's despston
Ho.44% of the 26th Mareh, 1583, on the subjest ef

t/n }

’)
BN

flam-gr>=ing in Kemya,  hsve the bomeur te tranesit
2 rapari on e Flaw Tedustry sresczred Sv ixe

. _ Birsstar 27 bgrieuizers
-!Egi‘;:. e

= .

Z It e Shosres? Trey Your Grags:s
sorrasyccds:‘ma %ith ihe Chairsas of :‘x Bapise Fiax

:-'"'mg Cemmittes thatl the suggectisz of finenasai

e
sesistance i flar growers 7v2m this Cslomyris funds

wes net untertained,

3. The sagustry te "9t i & prespareus

'ardluew wit 88 for as is ;nubu ‘uauhnos 18

rendcnd te grlﬁurs by the Agrieultural Department
and it ¥ill be noted that the Flax Offiocer ie again

undsriaking the werk of grading.

I havs the hemour ts be,
My Lordé Duke,

Your Grace's most deveted
and mest odedient &,
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n ‘ -dfm m " mmu the -ﬁp
ﬂ&umwifmup of the best methods
to be adopted.

Based upon the following values 8t Kenya stations,
vis., Flex 260 per ton, Tow £20 per ton end Linseed
£10 per ton, it is seen that the sotuel production for
the yesr July 1st, 1921 to June 30th, 1922, smounted to
£100,47C in the Coleny,

Qenersl position.

When the. industry was being esteblished in 1919 an: L3
heavy expenditure nnimrm on plent.and machinery,
seed and erection of mills st » time when costs were
abnommelly high. Overheed sharges were furt.nsr infleted .
by the chenge in currengy.

?ﬂq dosts of dﬂ*ﬂmmt were chiefly imcurred
during the peried when flax wes selling et Mﬂ‘ly
high prices, but before the crops had been gro:n snd
were reedy for merketing the trede hed slumped to such
@ degres that towsrds the end of 1921 flex was slmost
unsaleable st any price.

Darlng the period of high prices flax yas Sown snd
nills were erected in atess whioh, partioularly in the
. @Md Mvm werse, chiefly onvagsount of

the ity bein -wm, but there is
v ides ‘.‘0 show that in the higher colder end wetiter
m‘“mwhmmsm the

,gw; .r the fibre is higher and the yield setisfactory.

m}‘ OW nhr retting wee prectised and
£

Ethasr
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,m:v; n«m results sppeer to mmm.
.ﬁihﬂ“{ :md two or. MM“
lower reinfell it umtmu-unmdw
mammm-m-m In sy ceme
the quelity of wmter retted flax ws unss tisfactory,
and dew retbing wes recommended. Practiesl difficulties
are however axperienced in adopting that methoed in the
hendling of the crep from an extensive area, as the
period during which it cen be carried out is restricted,
and thers -is uncertsinty as to completion of the retuing
progess,

Experiments recently underteken by o prominent
grower, with Departmentsl sssiestance, in which the

weter in the retting tenks is alightly heated, have
given pmuh;; results with en increese in the

proportion of fibre to tow.

Growers sre beginning to realise that flax
.prpdnntion is ot @ simple metter, that the spproved
pnatin of other countries i not necesssrily
appliosble to Kenys, and that there remeins much to
be learnt in obiedn to obtain satisfactory results and
to meet the needs of tune flax market.

Grading,  Reports from the trade show that s marked
improvement in the quslity of the flax has been made.
Thet hes been due to incressed experience of growers
in the hendling of the orop end in no msll messure
to ﬂu introdustion of grading, snd the sdvisory services
rendered by the Flax Officers of this Depsrtment. One

£ the ohiet objsets of the Flex Growsrs Assodiation
'“ the h\nhotull of o system of greding snd after
“mw that wes underteken under the
«mul o! Nu Department, 18 was cleerly intended
when Q hed baen in eperation for e peried, during

st




I T

. Sneet 4 -

which experience would be feined as to the suitebility
of the grades and the methods, ¥avourable consideration
would be given to grading being made compul sory undef
the "Agricul turel Products Export Ordinance of 1921",
Almest imnedietely af ter grading eas initisted - June
1¥21 - the flax market slumped neavily., (ne ra:su.lt wa s
et under this ontional sgheme - aumbet LU growars

were nsturally not alsposed to A00Ur W expendlicg of

¥3 per ton on arading flax wrztﬁ ar won oon Lo | he
tepactment uncertork Lo cofune < amount v L. oat,
FIRYRG Lo wm lams, but on Lae skeis sl il Lna coat
i servidea 8 uno flax TaaAr s wma v U Lo ol
ArRAn wgr L el sreding, s reni e syarmnent 14
naigaration o ieir osde; e o ©oru o mwnental owerk
“oooet g raamatag var, ol reel Lo Lhgae ousroes,
in caudation =7 SIr Lo bure e
‘-:f'j."?‘s? ¥y [i=y UhGans sehame nne. Lia ety o 1ep
fimx of ficars, ane  -re - o reders, weore Lucllsiea,
.
£ zx.?-m!,zfu; O Ulax sro oers e wyorits vota ar2inag

“@Inst Sompular, rading sn. s scheme wes &'or".uj‘ i Led
uereby ! .cansed Kracars, whe chould susr-e ang Leke
Paes for thairp serv:zes, warc to be 4 nointed, 10 veilue  f
5 "overnuent rede sark wes bacinning to ue reslised on
Liua markat, and it i3 fesred that tnn affect of the
2lterstion wes not fully apprecisted. At meetlings of
the EBmpire Flax ‘rowing Jommittee nela in London in
Aygust 1922 and of flax spinners and merchants neld
* in Belfast shortly sfterwerds the following resolution
was pessedi=
"This meeting expresses the stronzest possible
view sgminst the sbolition of the vrading of
flex snd forms a resolution to be sent to the
suthori ties in Kenya urging tiat tnis retrograde
stcp. should be reversed snd Lust the irnding




* greding scneme was sound snd was proving to be of #
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nhould be gontinued as before”,
ﬁhlrc is evidence to show that the officiel

grest value to the industry., Sebsequent experience
has shown that the scheme of "lieensed graders® is not
satisfaciory. In order to encoursge greding snd to
fe mo¥e eny complsint as to fees cherged tuey were
reduced. Ons grader was wholly unsble to earn &
tivelihood, thet of the other was somewhsi precarious and
=ia gentimiation of the dutiem 1o aoubtful, while the
Fiex Control “gnrd established under the new schems new
“wilad to [onction, and such control sa use been
sx8rglsed iae been .one Lepartmentalily, 1
Prior to aradine Sglng introduced, consigrments sna
sven individuale bsles, varied in type =and quality to so
grest an oxicni tuet some spinners declined te nandle
~onys flex, nol Wes BeAn (n toaa course ol an enquary
in ’lelfﬁv* Junen it wes revesled tnst spinsiers there g
lost mt,am«\‘. in tie Lrade sitn Kenya. It as
congideres thet tue osly mbiafactory moetiod to be
edopted iz Lo resuore tie off-ial irading scheme and
2pply it under e reding ( rdinsnce sssuming tnet the

putput warrante it., in tast way the interests of the

country end of individual «ro ers will be protected
and fostered and no cos’cs "ill have to ve borne by the
uxpnyor.
In order to assist tue industry not to disturb
contimiw of methods snd to secure uniformity in
8('!“‘&‘ vtho‘ Flax Officer of the Department of Agriculture

' if s@ain underteking the grading in the absence of the

two ‘and grsders” appointed under the new scheme.
Thg ¥alue of the use of tne Official K brand hes
tmwhn- been lost, but in view of the uncartainty
whlﬁ obtaine in rezerd to future arrengements for




grading it doos not appear ld'il:bl‘ to revert to the
originel K brand et present, and the "L.G," brandis
baing used,

Harkabing.
The intredustion of grading improved the position
ol «4rewars in o fs. ws it enableg them to secure
reesonsble sdvances scminwt shipment, sna uarkels neve
teeding Crolhs aXtand Luet flay of “4ood quality g
t#Rbia i yrigas, snigh though low, -how s fair work ing
wirted o {lsx wrowing and under spod
4P BLEmeri. AR {XOr8Ys aovplein of tae jov prices
Lo delsy winan sceurs in effecting ‘s les
Ll Aangew oy PLoW, et anformation jesds one
WLoan Lot e seges tue fisy iz of very

infericr QUELILY, Wwt afTers Do Lsrs daffacult to

oble i, and el it Gey ordy 06 piaced st g low nrice.

1336988 ard ' gaty,
SL12 1Y

fno~e shion wffagt thecrop o any "prracistie cewrse nre
THALT end “lsterpillere, "l 13 mpreading os might be
sxpoctad sccordine gy g erop is zrown for s long peried
on e same fam, but there ;s 0 reesen Lo suppose tuat
®ith the aprlicetion of Z00d culturel methods jt cannot be
contrelled,

"Caterpillar® hae csused serious destruction to crops
over extensive areas and hag disgouraged several growers,
Hitherto it hes been donfined to the less suitable districts
o, ;ﬁol,g:}t_ lowar altitudes where the climete is Xwimx
hotter end drier than in tne best flax sress, but quite
Tesenily the pest hsg Spresd to a higher region., The
Leparttmentofl agrigy) ture has carried out extensive

experiments esigned to find prectiosble means for its
eredige tion, The "0e

terpiller® appliance is successful
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in minimising the demage, Spruyi)lg exporiments with
different ingredients were condueted, No liquid spray
had any eppreciable affect on the caterpillars, but it uas
baan demonstrated that e duet spray consisting of 1 part
Feris Greem ond 4 parts of Lime will kill &0 to 90 per

ssnt of the cstarpillses after one spplication, "hat

B2Lhed s s howaver npi (ul Loan sdoptoad in nragtioca, Jhe
OBL amounin Lo chost £ e MOre wh6 5 wuail power spCRy ing
O ! Ba Finanaisl neaition cf rowers ngs

@y v b oy MY oye s G684 tispoaed o raoup tha

R L ST ST R T PPN .

Ul carrying 8 ~togk

voperimentel vork
el A B $

Ylas offigars was

LTI IES L thrgs ar 1o Lime miia . e Vi atey wag
kA rRpid woriigg, inoaddi Lion 4o renasTing advisory

ATTI0AR And carrvie ayg “Aperiusniml work Lney unusrtock

tne T iTer cnviar Uiy 2ilicia) Adtieme, in 1922 two of
*

Wieze " flicars vapn relreanchaad by Wiay vecama “licensed

sridarat BIN8C e niew aghayg iz nave ngw however
sl b ountry, s understa:i: (a4, tasy are not
Likaly b ey "0 ex Uffioer remaing ang he is st

Presant snomwed on carrying gut Go-operntive experiments ‘
on fems, ®1ving savice i Growers by visits to ferms anid ‘
oy correspondence, snd in tne 8osence of ligensed graders
¢ 13 also greding flex on application,
On the Ksbete Ezperiment ram SapSrimembs oxperiments
valusble to the EEREEXX industry repe conducted, (a)
on testing diPfepent varietios and"8trains® of flax, and
detemining with *ocursqy their compars tive yield, quality
end value of flax, tow smy linseed; (b) rate of seed to be

"omm; (@) different metnods of retiing; (d) issus of
pure seed snd seed of improved strains for axperimentsl
and other purposes,
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With the clesing down of thet Experiment Ferm the
epportunity for conducting exporiments in an approved
manneyr under skilled Supor:vhion has baen lost end the
efforts of the Deps rtment of Agrieulture sre conflined
to itinersnt services, That Department hes not feiled
o renaer the industry all the assistencs within its
poser.  1ts 1{7i3rz sbly ensisted by » oumber of

%ipioy«es on fyrms, -ip nave ined exnerionce of fiax

PTG Al s e aRes dyanged fonsloacably tne
ELades L {in FOWIo br Lotw _nlmxy,
_lV.RJ-'{n.’.
ananl s Uy iure EEE R VITSTFER W o gsnigt be
wirretd w Mir9anae RECT Trom Lie o) sappe) ntment
Vo0 duss Byl [arad et bae Yoo imrorts Lion of seed n

q:
491, waquirad wirnugl ne Flax lontro) seard, the

NURYY expanviiture Liourrad in (9] MG lYE 1 tne
.l‘i,‘-ij"r&Liu.': 3F siend sng maoinery, ond ftne heavier
oy txueﬁih GET LG Lne siumgure in currency, the .iesvy
Slumg L6 crices whien for axtanaed  oriods faell to g
peint velov gost of production nee rrevanted the
industry from becoming prosperous, ith & substs ntial
=d¥snce in valuag of flax ana tow Lhe acreage is

likaly to tacresse, but the crop will ;nd should be -
confined to thoge higher and colder areas already
mentioned, The number of Buropean ocoupiers of
holdings in those 8ress is snall and there ere limits

Lo the screage whigy e8n be nandled on an indieidusl
holding, It should be noted that in those aress the
shoige of merke table Orops whish ocen be profitably grown
ie restrioted.  In thoue best mited to flax the olimate
i for the mest Pert too oold or too wet for maige,
which thamfore only cocupies « iocondary place in the
field husbendry on suon ferme, or is not grown at all.
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But in some @ood flax diswigb_ wheat and barley are
@rom micoessfully, budk wheet may succesd, and in the
sourse of time and with that experience which cennot
be quiskly soguired in e new oountry e profiteble
fsming system, in which flax aZrdwing pleps sn
tmportant pert me; 3 svolved and become satlied in
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