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33, GROSVENOR PLACE,

,6_'ﬂ LONDON, 8.W. 1

16th July, 1923.

Te
Hie Grace The Duke of Devenshire, K.G.,8.C.M.G.,
@.c.v,0., P.C.,
His Majesty's Principal Beeretary eof Btate
for the Colomies,
COLONIAL OFFICE
Dewning ﬁtreot,ﬁ.‘.l.

Your @Grace,
I have the henour te lay befere Yeur Grace
certaln matters fer your consideratien. My reason for

doing so 12 that any misunderstanding may be avoided,

I will first ef all remind Yeur Grace of !

eur pesitioen,

As a Deputation we were asked by Yeur Grace,
as Secretary ef State for the Celenies, to accempany His

Excellency the Gevernor to England.

Before the Deputation left Kenya, the British
Colonistes there were asked to give an undertaking on certain

peints, which they did.

We are responsible to our fellow Colenistes,

who elected us, that every effert sheuld be made te avoid
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any doolmu!on of pelicy which may keep alive the frictiem
which has been retarding the advancegpent of the Coleny.

Nebody, as Your @rage 1s aware, is mere anxious
than the Deputation te fall inte line with any settlement
which will irritate Indian mederate epinien as little as
possible, provided it does not "Bell the pass" as regarde
the future of eur Celony, or as regards the principles held
as thelr birthright by British Celonists el sewhere.

It 18 only fair te inform Yeur @Grace that if we
are asked to do either of these things, or if such a pelicy
is announced, we have no choice but te say that we e¢amnot
agree and to make an appeal te such quarters as can lay the

matter before the Imperial Cenference.

I am putting this forward partly because it is
more than possible that ene methed being considered for deal
ing with the Indian problem in Kenya 18, that the Imperial
Government should anneounce that the African natives are
Great Britain's trust, and that the right of India, or any-
ene else, to demand te share that Trusteeship cannot be

admitted.

)

g &
Admitte dly, a declaration on some such lines as §
these 18 probably the best way of turning the flank of this

great Imperial diffieulty.
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As Your Grace is aware, the Deputation has

always centended that the future eof the Afriean Natives

is a British trust,

It ie evident that the substitution ef the
words "Great Britain” for “British” extracte th e raeial

sting frem aay announeement te be made on the subject.

But it is, of ceurse, in the minds of Your

Grace and your advisers that there are dangers in such

s declaration from several peints of view, unless it

is very carefully expressed, and that the wording of
any announcement of this sort 1s of the utmost imper-

tance.

1 suggest to Yeur Grace that certain methods

of werding such a declaration might for instance :-

(1) Negatively admit a pesition of Indians
in the Government of Kenya, which 1t 18
not intended to give them hy positive
assurances, This might react unfavour-
ably elsewhere in Africa as well as in

Kenya.

Make it difficult for the Imperial
@Gevernment, under certaln conditions, to

delegate 1ts authority in the future,
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Oreate a political position which would
exclude Oemtral African affaire frem the
purview of the Ool)f(l Cenference.

Make it impossible for tane influence .
the Union of Bouth Afriea to ve externdnad
Northwimis, if such became desirable, or

neceseary, in the future.

Pix on Kenya a status which would be a re

versal of pelicy, and prevent or retard the
furthe r advance of the country on the con-
stitutioral road 1t 18 travelling, and
place the Coleny permanently under some form
of bureaucratie Gevernment, eut of kceping
with the expectations aroused by ite preecit
statue, and by the precedente ef the past
which point to control of 1te own destinies
in the future; expectations which have been
confirmed by the action of Gevermment in
encouraging Beldier Bettlers to muke thelr
homee in Kenya, and by the statemente of
Becretaries of Bt.te and Govermors,
especially by the definite statement of Mr.
Churchill, as Becretary of State, which

hae never been withdrawn.
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I have taken the liberty of laying before

Your Grace these possible difficulties, Lecauss we

are afraid that & new factor might be introduced inte
the discussion, which would cause as much ferment
in the future ae the Indian question has done in the

past.

We are here in England te try and find some

of settling Indian claime in Kenya.

We could not be in agreement with & solution
which would alter adversely our political status 1ir

Kenya,now or for tne ruture,

Your Grace sald at ene lntlerv tn wag
no good leoking too far ahead. I submit wilh respec
that the reasonable cerollary of tnat le, that no
step shouid be taken which may prejudice the future
development of Kenya, a8 a British Celony, en the
same lines as Bouthern Rhodesia, 1f such proves

be her destiny.

I must take this opportunity to dissent
the 1dea that there is any true similarity between
conditiens in Kenya Colony and tne Colonlies of Western
Afriea, whereas the likeness to those in Bouthern

Rhodesia, in many ways, 18 curiously exact.
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I have enly put forward these instances te
Your Grace to ahov what 48 rumning in eur minds, The
practical step we vish te ask Yeur Grece to takd,is to
allew Bir Rebert Coryndon te diselese to the Deputation
the form of the announcement te bo‘:-ao, before 1t has
been finally decided, so that the Deputation ean share
the responsibility ef ascepting a decision which may,
or may not, meet the views of many in Kenya; er, on
the other hand, may be in a pesition to point eut to
Your Grace anything in the declaration which ceuld not
po8sibly be part eof a settlement by censent, which 1e

the desideratum 1f future friction is to be aveided.

In any case there are sure to be detalls in
any announcement made which, 1f cabled by Reuter,
without warning, to Nairobi, might occasion an outburst
of opinion which would make a settlement by agreement
more difficult, Bo we want to be in a position to cable
beforehand te reassure eur people, without making public

&
the terms of the decision,

We are sure that Yeur Grace and your advisers
recognise the necessity for exercising the greatest
P
care in the wording ef any Declaration, e have the

greatest faith in Bir Rebert Ceryndon's judgment, but




-Ta

we, a8 a Deputation, have to bear the respensibility in
w.otnulgl‘ﬁoummt-, and we are in a
position to knew what we can accept en their behalf,

provided we have time to prepare them before the announce-
ment,

There 18 ene other point which we beg to put
before Your Grace. VWe feel that before a final decision
is taken by the Cabinet, we should ask the Prime Mimlster
te consent te receive the Deputation, and we beg to ask if
Your Grace would make arrangemente for the intreduction of
the Deputation to the Prime Minister, or whether you would
wish us to make eur own arrangements, to ask for such an

interview,

May I again assure Your @Graee that eur reason for
writing this letter is the genuine ene, that we wish to
avold any misunderstanding: time 18 getting short before
the Celonial Estimates are placed before the House of

Commons.

In addition to a general feeling of reeponsibility,
we are too sensible of the help and the courtesy extended
to us by Yeur Grace, and your advisers, to wish wantonly to

complieate further this very difficult problem.
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Be much is this the case that this has been a
very difficult letter te write, but fasts are inexerable,

and I am sure that Your Grace would prefer te know our

views regarding them new rather than when a decisien has
been reached.

I have the henour teo remain,

Your Grace's humble and devoted Servant,
S ’
/ /( (a
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