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SUBJECT

MOMBEASA ISLAND. TKLEGRAPNIG ARRANGEMENTS.
TEL. €O'S DIRRCT DRALING WITH PUBLIGC.

States has writter further Le Lable Cempurny
in terms suggested. Observes, with regard te
1907 arrangement, that the eempany's direet
dealing with the publiec was in effeat limited
te ene firm ®Rly,and preduses meme by Mr Gesling
in suppert of thimw view. Asserts that C
hae ne legal er meral right te grant ef ii
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COBFIDENT AL sr. HEL®mNB, (RE

pa?
R
Leeson Park,

Dublin,
17th May, 1923,

The Under Seeretary ot State,
Colonial Offiee,

LON XON. S.W.1.

sir,

1 bhaw the nonour to asknowledge receipt of your letter
(conridentisl ) no. 21321/1923 dated the llth instant, with its
enclosures, relative to tns elaim o1 the Eastern and South Afrieanm
Teleyraph @ompany, to asal airsct with the publie on Mombase

Island, any the otter or the Marconi Compsny to erect & high

power wireless station in Kenya.

I have written to the Cable mpany in terms of para 2 of
Jour lestter, and in regard to pera 3 I would like to observe thst,
while the literal terws or the 1907 arrangement on whien the

lase.

Company basie its elaim ay ' esar to sanetion direct dealing between
the publie a:ini the Company, {t has t be ren-mbered trhat theo
sanction wae ot aecorded az the result ot any ajplieation or
olalm made by the Company, nor was "‘he question of the grant of
the licensee, necessary undsr the -olony's Telegrarh Act to
regularise such dealing, iisoussed. At that time the Company's
iirect dealings with the putlie were in jractical eftect limited
to one firm only, viz., Messrs. Smith Maekenzie whose (remises
are ad;acent to the Cable :sta':on(a d it is quite elear 1 think,
from the following extracts from & memorardum prepared by

Mr. Gosling im 1919 dealing with this subjeet that the reterences
in the 1907 arrangement to telegrams accepted and isliversd by the
Comp:ny were meant to refer only to the speeial relations between

the Compsny and Messrs. Smith Maekenzie. These relations were

1.
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of long standing and Mr. Gosling epparently saw no neecessity to

4i sturdb them.

Bxtrasts from Mr. Gosling's Memorandum regerding relatione
d with the Cable Company, prepared November 1919 for

the ipformation of the Govermor.

i

.

e e ——

w§hen 1 arrived at Mombasa in, 1904 the Comp&ny were, &s & metter
\"or regular practiee, eontinuing tbgo‘mnctions (i.e. sceeptanee
P

nend islivery or telegrams) only for Messrs. Smith Mackenzie &

"Compan y. Their ;roeedure as regerds this firm was sanetioned

"hy long usuage and [ 8&w no necessity to interfere."

« - * x

"The orux of the guestion is that slthough im the eorrespondense
"you quote (betwesen your Company's Traffie Account ant and

Y
"m,8e1t iu 1906 md 1907) am arreagement of charges for telegrams
"go acesptsd st your £ilindind 3tation was agreed upom, thie in
"getual practice _rr("vlrled for y ur Compamy's relations with one
"f{rm only, viz., Messrs. Sumith Usckenzie & Compamny. No direet
"jeal inge with any other firm them existed nor were they even
"gugeested until, in Pebruary 1914, Mz . Pope raised the questiom
"as affseting the Messageries Maritimes in his letter no. 278
"ot the 24th Mebruary 1914. The matter drorped and, during the
"2 years whieh have passed sinee the 1906/7 eorrespondienes, your
"Company's direet relations with the publie &t Mombasa have been
"limited to Messrs. Smith Mackemzie & Compamy."

(Sote: The immedistely foregoing extreet is & quotationm, embodied in

the Memorandum, from & letter addressed by Mr. Goel ing t o the

company's representative at Xilindini on the 2and August 1919.)

x ¥ X X
"In conclusion I wish to stete that I originally took the

"initiative in resisting the unreasonable demands of the
"Cable Company, in tke publie interest. ] am eonsious that

"ag ragards the Mombasa Cable Traffie it is not a eourse making

. )
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"for publie popularity. It would have been far casier for
"ne t¢ have allowed the Company's elaim on demand and I do
"aot think that anyomes would have reprosehed me far 80
"doing. The ecurse I am taking is diotated by my knowledge,
"bom of lonmg experiemce, of the value and importanee of the
"iggues at steke."

[t 1s evident tnat Mr. Goalisg had always well before Nis miat
the tmportanee of retaining for the State the practisal monoply of
iireset deal ing with the publie.

] tharefors see in the 1907 arrengement nothing to alter my view
tnat the Catle Company has no legal or morel right to the grmt of
a lleenas.

The enquiry by the Mareoni Company shews that the eot-bluh-ﬁ
f 5 ecmpetiti ve ssrviee is not the remote poesibility it was even
some 1ittle "ime age , ami the value of the right to deal with the
ublie nss eonssquently beay greatly enhamoced.

I hawe the honour to be, Sir,

Your cbediemt Ser vant,

2]

/ "/f;"'('\

o
I
«alV




%:'75‘0'6 ';/7_7) "/ewﬁk 419
D

. foak n—‘_h:; .

® a"‘_/f‘/ D gé

b
DRAFT. XF A K it

: A
j‘/‘/’)/u wes e’J? /

\

o oy neh e Agod

MINUTE.

Mr. (btl” ./‘42 9"/
urfark. /) V‘AV)/ Hrelitme % lhe clan-
Mr. <

/,/ 1omn Aedlen ,] 1, ’/”7,/

Mr. Davis. (‘}[ “ 6-.,. lew. 7 - /M"
Sir G. Grindle.

Sir H. Read. —

Sir J. Masterion Smith. ./%.“c‘,‘ Jedte ‘Arj/ avv\/Aﬂy)
Mr. Ormaby-Gore. ) (

o Lo ek & dea Akt

R I e
4’”’*# 2”-)6& rvAvl 4 {0 4\1\/\4‘7.\\./' 1'
_ e




DRAFT. \f%ﬂ 4'“}“7 s

v, '“\ﬂ: /
/ "NV /
Jec ') AN
S /
/)
41/ / a’l ‘7',\ wl Ay 'I-(u '(ﬂ(q (h‘_\
. / !

MINUTE. ‘ ) ’
0{\ fhe /@{,f/fl A1), Y )/1;\,;//4‘
Mr. (). b“ p a‘f’ )
Mr, IMMJ‘A) 19 1“0/ af\,g,(,‘ b A {o{/%/

Mr. & ,
ar 1\4/" A2 1077 -o/’/,&’ of lhe o
Sir . Grindle. _)x ,1;*; .
Sir H. Read. d,.,f(,’ U p 7y franm W

8ir J. Masterton Smith.

‘ ’i (AAn 4/ ¥ {Du,

1 ) : . e
AP ff, a7
' \

/ﬂ'u(/u.,/




9 .
2506 2/13 Fowya 21

\ﬂj::llﬁ—‘\%o /%

v y\
DRAFT. o Jﬁ ,
’.ﬁ‘w,)/f 1 fomtk d’f““v

. p $4°
l

‘\\r\\ /u (Een \,,-

N

MINUTE.

Mr. 011['/‘/ Ad() ,)' ?\1 (Ef/( v o e 9(/ "ok 1/;/{

. ﬁwéw
é&/qﬂ7 (J#/?(‘bj,
Mr. Davia. -

Sir G. Grindle. 184 Jq/‘? ‘;;-’{;4,/1,

Sir H. Read. /’M r‘“//l\‘ ﬁ//"*k »"/‘ K,/," )
Sir J. Masterton Smith. \t o) n g
Mr. Ormaby-Gore. N 7/ W
Dube of Devonshirs.

(kap Heww 7 /l' 7 cr/

0f by ficament

amared ab _befwee.

844




1

TV SRS NeE TREE

A i s 1i i B e

' iie 10A%,

o
i
-t
it




dM .ia«)(/"‘aw@"f-
# o AMhe 7&0040'0‘. ‘f.* d‘&;.a
- ﬁ\ A«ml:n\? ‘ W 4;« -

Mo kel y

.A;'-u '\/{/.
B

Ve
(Sirned) H.J. READ




