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:"’«G‘hﬁ mqre Squa,d 04‘ signallars he could have kept

' ',J‘Heh

5] 1 (JHPILO emeatlon th‘h Serenll trom’ anywhere‘ by

‘gir,

.'/{-‘ I have the heuour to mform Nbu‘thdt ;

h!wa JHB'G ooncluded a tour through tne Merihan&

L;eutenam‘. Gifford and one compzmy and Gaptain

Qra.s; ey Boeyey and some oa.mel corps. thlq f

w.ptu iy Soames is haking a nmp of she eanm;yy

»Lieut uifford has dane very gnod work as rﬁgarcls

signalling aud kept 1n commymcatwn vrlt]g .‘aerenli ;
E: ' had
till we luit Arasa for the River Dawa. If he. had/{

Y

An Eqnpup:oqmn vn:h Semuu “he whole e,

x,r

\sis provad T,hm it ;:. pubs.}ble fg kugp “M‘iwh

)
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“ i I‘-h‘e Me"han oomnry‘ Sy F ol
1I *'ent firss 0 Humball whlch is the\, ; L
hEie g e LA 1
ehier centpe inland. Owing to‘the fact that the

ra »

ins were on and water was obtainable anywhere
t

he people were scattered all over the country
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bpt al.,l the omufs came oiq t}) SBB wo, e
o ﬁ!inic 6& the whﬁrlé ttw Hehhan are
tnblined to ésep dui&ﬂ add, Gﬁéy the Goveruwent
but there are undouhtedly “a cex‘tdm numbur of

‘r\.

turbulent spirits umong ‘%he young men, aspeéial‘ty )

\Blight out‘vbreak of trouble at any, txme.

Bamz& at Hello Me:raru, wheu I first arrived

had told the Rer‘ Ahmet Wet that they wen to. pay
«-blood.money tu the Rer Para Ugas for the man
s S, “they bad just killed and Lhat ‘they were To. have .

it collected im a month and ready Yor we when I

arrived at Humbali. 1 sent a letter to them a

week before I left for Humbali to rewind them.

On-arriving at Humbali palt Jama the omcst»
ohief of the Rer Atmet Wet arrived with 39 head }
at camels’ af wmch only 9 ware or tne qualmg

pam for blood HoRey .

‘».;.5.' ,- ¢

,»The, custowgry amoum: is:'one hundred femﬂe N

\

i

;’cumels aud thé»l’ul&*la that .1‘-ifteen good onas .4

, Y ¢ AL

swuld be bruxgght at once and after that the 5 T

) 4 ,._,;.‘:._‘ ba.lauc‘e s pald by degrees and very often the ¢

Qqniv&lem: 15 paid with cattle or cluth. : 1 U RYGRIEN

h ¢ i 2 adek

3

~ this case the Ahuet Wet had pa 1d uotnmg prevmus—

l_\, e.m ‘they sent 1n 39 camels of-" alL descrlptlons
“evidently as a test to see what I should do.

-None of the other chiefs of the Rer Ahmet Wet
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oame in. b
o T kv tnn pl “tho Werinan were \i’at'bh‘i’rné"‘
‘mt 4L uduld do and the su‘bsequent be- i ¢
ot tha whole trlbﬁ wuuld probubly depeud !

Lor
y

on nw a.ction.

1 sent word to the chlefs of the Rer Ahmet

Wet that they were to.cuome and see me the fellow;

o h“"l" Jue

in

YT TR elisl Tn Lywaol

suddenly a day's m&rBh to a pla.ce Iaar Where ’

o erBih e g Loo Lmﬂ

o i dde wof*,z G

B, .bi‘f”i;.‘};fi"'ﬁm, Ee g8 P

they were supposed to be T had haard thdf& they

but my sudden move must ha ve fngm:ened‘tie, 5880

all the chiefs, including Shirre Jama, arrived :
at my camp. They brought me a present of’ two
bullocks which 1 refused and T let them clearly

.under'stemd that I wa;s very angry and insistedi

®

on having one hundred. youlg fﬂm&ﬂs o.alnela brought

h. and gavp them 4- da,ya to do 11; m. I a.l'r'asted

4
5
o

ilve of the phiefs a.ud tuuk F» 01 their horseb.

At tna end of four days tmz} 'mq brqught

in the camels and I tlunk they wem~rea.11y

. frigh’san(_ad. They aduitted they had been in the
wru;;g anl promised in future to do what they
were told. T afterwards released the ohiefs

and r'etum‘ed tn'e horses.

There is great Jealousy between the

hm! Wen W Para Ugas. In thy nerth before




ol;maf 300t10n and the chief of the Para Ugas
wa.s Sultan of, all the Mer,han. The Abmet Wet

A,nintéml'ned here berore ‘tm ?ara Ugas xa‘nd 1;01' o
"‘sqw timer weqé t‘hé mo::t pﬁerrul hwi-e. zmm ng

'41;/113 1wst vhree yeara the Fara Ugas have been

comiug aud are now as.strong as the Ahmet Wet
&

‘and, want to be considered the chief sectlon

again. The son of the last Sulta,;'\é,‘hggs‘a;'_rived

_"{i,-
and claims to be made Sultan of the Merihaun.

'1 have told them that at present théy are all

¥ “u"v‘t ',u‘v;j.t“_-kvdl‘

ot ithe same Ut overtually when Goveriment- knows
them better aud finds out which are good men

then some/ may be made head chiefs.

J[M,}Jﬁd (mlv ,(p‘.:;‘s'\.w:ﬁ s

On the way tu Humbali we camped at a

i, ;w:m .,.Oul!'vi

e o place called Biniga which was rather interesting,

Lygrds M{‘-,iu 1Y) ) 5 oy i
There are the remains of a stone wall and trench

»'.‘.,.u"")i,l’:[,“i»‘ TTORER 1§ O 2 (I CL . ) . T
which form a circle of about 500 yards in did=-

u?';f}f‘ oV ¥y - )

"M, - “meter. The remains of the wall can be traced

all_th_e.wa.y round and in seme places st.i,ll»-.v
et o

stands § or ¢ feet high in which ;)hwes onn ottt g

bad seen loopholes at, symmetrical dlstances

a.part tmd helght trom the ground evidantly ‘

whioh*nigm; have been a watch tower. None of\
R ' the
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t{\q natives here can t\all one ancyv '

'~ about the history ‘of the’ placa. The x)eople whio-
s

'_ Uved T,kiere Oriblnally are suppOsed t0fbe a,

brihe ;allegl Jadinle ) wlw afterwards moved wosb

‘twd dug ma weus of Eil .vak amd! Wa..meir, but ¢

'tkere are 1o tracés of” these peovl
huvo not come aeross’ zmwf old &neu \mo renpm‘ber

%
thew. The uerihau have been here 60 01' 10 years
i ARy
+ and tﬁs;y’té’ll m& tho wall was yx the sape: m’m- -
) Y f H L3

The day L reached Humbali m- Aylmer also

~dition whemt,ney avrived

armvud there from 111 Wak with L-arrs ah&u{ﬁ

1 thougm: at first it mlght be possi ble to settle
up raids w‘aich had happened since Mx, Aroher
passed through the coumy but I round 1t wa.s .

impossible to do so aud therefore told both the

Garre aud Mernun chiefb that atl old ques‘bion&

must be forgotten and that they must star‘qra—‘,., ' "

fresh and remain l‘rlend].y. The Merihaﬁ“‘ﬂe
rather dlssamsfied 88, they have Beon ’bhe most o ¢
recent sufferems but I wa,rued them atruuglfy
agamst any more raiding.

The behaviour 01’ the Merihan has been

sa far satistanupry and T am convmced fomt. 11:
is due to the 'show or force that has been used

The Merihéh are not yet convinced that the Q(

Gmernme“n'h ‘intends to remin /in thd cptmt::\y
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balni think thnt;ﬁf thuy keep qnlet ror o mcntnf'*
o nr two tha hovamuuunt will vlthdruw and ’then
they will ‘be able to ratuxu to the {r old practh
des of ra1d1ng... ; S TR T

‘ﬁ&e U&lti Merlhan, b - TN r,huae wuu mve 1m~’ )

migrated here during, the last 5 years, arg qui_ 8

different to the remmuder “the Illd.J(JI ity or

them having beerl with the Mullah Mahoxued Abduua. \ 1.." ‘
D g ;

'quera,l of the chiefs here were in the f;ght at
Jia:bulli. I do not think the Merihan are so

strong numeriecally as was thought. T floubt whether

"
e .
&

all the Merihan could muster wore than 1500 °
fighting men all together and perhaps 3()0“ rifles.
Thgre are ahgut. 120 horses ouly in the country
ghiéfly.ow/ned by Ahmet Wet aud Fara Ugas.

Prom the'neianhournood of Humbali I moved

on to the' ﬂ1ver Dawu strlking it at Unsi. The
day I arrived thew bum{a Gebwe uahowen from '

Bolo came o 1nform we tmt the mgh,g betore =%

9

Aullhan Rer Afg¢b Irum thae _.Ai)ybsmliuh-__-Ital1an ;

boundary nad raided their villages ou the 1

nathx uorth side af the Dawa and thnt the
ruidlng pnrty were still in tw neLghboﬁrhoud.
I mo’\'aed on 7 t& Dolo a,nd Laptuu ng.mae\s sent

o y\o ‘ { ]
. L1eut (Lifford aad oonpahy*!‘urther dowu tma

Jubg,.. n_hearlng of -our prebencé ¥ {Dolo ; q.nd 4 O
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wblle I was at lm“lu 1 Wwa s vwlted by

S

a® chgafs or the Degudi ‘tmba ljvmt, lu Abyabmlan ;

tarrﬂnry "I‘hrough than I sent letters tu the e il g

RQr Afgab am Rer Ali (Auhhan) telling T‘hem % 7’

f;:tm“t the Brit ish uovarnmeuv W&b uov lu *ﬁméﬁ

couhtr'y am therefore they must stop rmdmg
The Degodi chiefs told me that the day
they left their village to come to See me a
large Abyssinian caravan with ivory had-arrived
z en route for Lugh, They assured me that if we
N z had & post at Dolo all this trade which they
i say 1s large, would go to bolo instead of Lugh
d’A’:,nd now tllat’tlism' is a rbad cut frow Serenli

b0 Kismayu aud’ the read from Serenli here will

rt

soon be eut, all this trade could beg diverted
i A E 10 K:iSma.yu instead of Barawa or Mogmnscio.

It was a.st:onismng 10 see Lhe dliferencu

&t polo and the" coum‘,r_\, between Dolo and L‘ué,h.
on my previous vi$it a month betore faha.whole__

gountry had bebp’ deserted but now all ‘thes

zu«d ‘!11 45°1

ft L0y
*;‘5;4’ 'm ! A

\ '."" jereR 0(“ h L “{W’Y “Ils}"‘l

Gubowen, Gesarra Gudda and Garre Mama have re-

crosseq, from thé Itahan S1deraul Uhie cuuntry ;
on ourr s 1dd’ 18 thiokly mhabi'ced anin. All G
[ s

5.1'101ilv:.ililzi_l.u £

wik

thQSB tribes are cultivatqr% a(ﬂ a great asset
I O L

0 the coum;ry~ I hope ‘af‘tdr‘ next, rainy season
4 . 3 s \ « i 14 i > 52
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t0 be able to supply Moyale with food from Dolo

’ as it is only 14 days jouruaey for a cawel cara-

’l‘he I'nw.lia.x‘h overmient has closed Lirh'

10 'wmost ‘nh_Q Merihan Asectious,‘ and so the Merihan

ape naturally anxious for a town in t’,heir own

country. I have got a few traders tu start-here

aud'hopu to get them to start aT; bolo ws well.
The next three months are the criticaks

times here as the river is low and fordable amy-

where and it is during these months that mOEQGQf,{

ra‘idéifﬁki{e place. The peoplé who suffer most are

the people living near the river, and now that

all these tribes have returned Lo our side T

think we are bound to do our best to protect

them. A post at Dolo and another at Hello Merara

and constaml p&‘orols of camel corps would I. -

faal sure keep the oountry;qqlet ’l‘hls Ib an;}u

the 0})11\10!1 uf‘ \:he Itu.lian igabl,dunt at bugh "

Y S, Ny
il : *

_\ who té11s ue thu‘n alrea@y T,Ius yeup thore 15 a ;

3 b |0 !

it m‘;rjked Mf"fe';-enq:e in ‘the cond miou of U;KU

ol . { 5 o

country. He has also started patrols on his
si__(ie and has a police post at Dolo.

S0 far, everything ha's hen 'sy s4tis-
fac‘bor\y thun it would be a pn‘_\," to rigk an out-

«

break ‘on the ‘part. of tha pnatives by reducing

the number of tr‘bops".plﬁi’eel sure that in a
few months when the Werihan are used t0 the

presence




pre§ence of onvadnmout they will Tewaln quiet
I od & 4

’ﬁmt/ At presem; AT future faaronir nis B

douhtl‘ulh As lung 'as thoy see the Govermmpnt. is

e Boly m tnm,,m

s btrbug I tbluk th&y will ke ep juie r,‘. There may

be an outhtpuk beﬂwuen fr;er ém'a ‘Ugas and’ Rbr

Ahhlexa Weot.

N

The outside, dangers are raids from the
Ruhamven from Italian territory between Lugh
and Serenli. They made a lurge claim against
the Merihan for stock taken in the past and
"l?e?,:l 'told the Ttalian Resident that I could
. ",'ndf_"gAO'ﬂi’.Bn these v‘(‘)ld quosfiuns the Rahamven

re very angry and sent me a message to say

that they would not have peace but would re-
taliate on the Merihan this Gilal. Since that
one section of Rahamven, called Mallm Wen,

have said they are willing to have peace and

Lo «

' 1 'ha¥é told the elders of this section to coume
v jandsee me, I have heard one or two rumours
of 4parties 0of Rahamveri having erossed but they .:\

«? ( gt @ . i

KIFEN G A AR PRI
-have retuntr.;v‘d‘eﬂ ‘once on seeing Tropps ﬂhogt.

[ i

1 hope by having constaut patrols ulung e~ T

ey

Pivex- they w111 be arraid T.os.cqmg over. 1 rem-
. V;;, 7 3 A
'howevw that s;nall partms 01? tm faur or fhte

may slink agross and coumit 1solated murderﬁ'

in which case it will be difficult to keep the:

\1er1huu in haud i
Between Dolo and Lugh the danger is
RS raids




5 raifs: by Rer Afgub and-Rer- Ali, bac;mub of

S g .’A(i’ly\hau, who lwe oh, tho borders of Ital‘um _’ '

Somaliland and AhySblnld Along the ana the

&y &~ ; ~
P

R » da‘nger Ims beun rrqm Degodn, e ERR, Y
K ;mare‘ ;?s a f;lrly chxge m-u,ulo xg al‘mé-
.l\\, J . :H\‘;: ,'y
¢ PEANLA ‘

crqa.éﬂ

,

29 went throuvh a weelt or two ago, trxvulluq,

by night and 1ay1n@, up, in 1me (irxy tlmep’ hut;I

. ; Just missed them.

Sheikh Ismail is the mest important chief

and all the sections listened to him. During

ARy o aith dog god

the last two years he has been very 1ll and

{ AR POE unable to get about and his influence got

naturally a bit weakened, However now he is

85 Lo art ;;}rﬂ R L3 :»58:,*,[3 faf |

el ‘ backed up by Government I think he will regain

Hotdaas BT S

all his old influence which will be of great

#% -. . help-te us. , {,_ ;
d . LA .
I have tje houour to'be,
E|
o ‘ . sir, /
% o Your ubst. obedwm huinbls serwu@;
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War Qffice,
Whitehall,
Sw.
14th March 1918 .
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’Iifééﬁef of Military Operations

gdenys hi's ‘Géupliments td the Under

ﬁpéfbtﬁry of State for the qubnies:and begs '

"to. return with thanks' the uridermentioned

papers:=

Despatcb dated February 12th 1913 from the
Deputy Goﬁernor of the East Africa Protect-
‘orate (with enclosure), relative ta the
present state of affairs in the Marehan

‘oountry.
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