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Trs Mr Ross's report and snclosureg on *the Trans-l'ara
or Trans-Yala country.Fxplains delay.T*,will be uhserved
that he cynsiders the area it is_prouuvouséd ¢ add %o *ha
Southern Reserve is superior tb Laikipia and “hat he °
considers “hat the Masai would he well advised to mov:.
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GOVERNMENT Hnu
f NAIROBI,
BriTisH EA

6
51&}1{“%\“

February 13thm1912.

With reference Lo paragraph 3 of my dgs-
-";\/,L r©  patcn No.624 of Novenler h**l have the honeur
& A\
IN' ue faprward rerewill Mr.Ross's report with
s closures on ‘ie Trans—-Amala or Trans-Mara

countiy. 1% delay in summitliing this peggr

ig iue Pivsl io pressure of work caused

‘Mr;Rcasﬁﬁ foag absence, Ercm"HQadQuarters and, "
(.
then to a serious 1llness from which Mr.Rosg«
nas recently sufferecd. .
2. You will observe iha® in Mr.Ross's opinion’
the area wrict it 1s provescd to add te the ﬁ_'

nKtuIde Souvuexn Reserve is superior uo¢Lg1&

ronsiders that the Masal would

e well advissdi {n nove.
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Your humfle, obediept sérvants
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‘LEwls HARCOWRT, yc M.P.,

SECRFTARY OF KTATE FOR THY COLONIES, ¢
DOWNING STRRET, LONDON, S.W.
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INCLOSYKE
in D(watsh/"’ﬁi?" of‘ s R 1972

REPOR. ON THY REGION
KISIT'“O‘V R
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I rave the honour tc report thatl on Sunaay, wcto

ber 1st, I reachted Lumbwa Staticn in coipa.y with

ine Hon.Mr.Macdonald and Messrs.J. K. Hill and Chaplin.

We tren marched shrough Keriche to Kisii (70 miles)

&

fording the Sondo River, 280 -fest wide, at 22 niles
, Begoni Kdricho, and peachinz Kagii Station.or the 2%, sty
! %mg-or Getober Sth. ‘ S
N . Ledving Kisii nexi morning in company #i°

Dlstrlct Gnnm1551ono ¥r.R:W.Hemsted, we compl ted

a c11Lu1t 04128 mllc" along the route s.cwa i red

on ihe attachgd plan ani ruvached ¥isii again o1 Octo-

et Ith b ?bh. t Atnodonatd with Mesevs. Hill ond j
|

Chaplin next Aay get out Por Lumbwa, wrile lMr.Hemated

and myself proceeded South gastwayd acrose tue pia-

teau, down the-Sirisa ESuarpmgnb, aoross th Ndbg ™ ™
(or Amala) River, pasl tne Naluoné Pills and ac rcgéﬂ bxéﬁ‘”

tte Loita Ploins end Rift Valley to Escarpmeat Statiod i
wnicyn we reached o Noveuber ond afte: a ‘n*al march

(fron Lumbwa) of 457 miles.

S 5. I onciose two plans herewith - onc mard i A
compiled map. suprlied by L . Directer of Surbveys

showing tre regiom South of Kigii as pra~tically a

blank, and the other marked B, a slightly altered

copy
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from Hut- t¢ Novth and
platean y many
¢? about 7,000
e aps
CAE learnes

1:1y tablelana

long promornioly of

ment, leading down alzos?
Mepa.er.dpala Riyor 71
Southe: dire:ticn.

This low promontory of “ilis, as .eern 1
Jgoarpme:.”
€ pannset U8

coroTpanyi

Yi.g

0, 27398, ToB4)

nore

photogra. 7, 2896,2348,
am, deliveri
.tic feel we saw it,

photograp: S4lo. 1¢ sa1di te rise ir

‘lb feet mpove the level we saw it at. [ may here

name "Amala® sppears to be known to no

one
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one in its vi-inity. It 1s protably a Kik mbized
form of the nam¢ lara, wnich is recognised by the
Masai, troug: °®Ngarc Dabésh' ani other namcs are
more commonly used. I suggest tnal the name *Amala"
should be disused ani -hat boPore any maps of this
region are lithographed, tine most widely ac epted
name ~f the viver should be carePuliy investigated
by tre resident Political OfPicer and adovted.

6. The str ams ve met with on our circular tour
bholow Kisii are indicated on the attached plam. The
most important points _siacliphed were that the ’ﬁ
Ll gtream shown as + e Magorro issuing from the Chepa-

?_)‘hmgu forest in lnap A is one of the headwaters of
ﬁ~’h the Gori, but that the more important branch of{the
\ Gori .is one rising to the west of the hill called

i Gelsgele, &nd flowing almost directly Southwards

\ wnbil kt ‘papses he long flat h11l or ridge (seme

three or four mi iles in 1ength, known as Ol docenyo

i;EangdpSnd. It tnen turny wesl gﬁfﬁhe *Gori® river

af the maps ar tue Magorre g} tfe Fasai term it. The
Pirst mentioned braach, alilough issuing Pfrom a real-
ly ext nsive swamp soxc turee miles long anl guarter
of a mil. wide, is probably not permanent througheut
the wholce of its length, as Mr.Bemsted has previcusly
seen i® nearly dry 1in very hod weather, UnPortunately
we saw the i1s'ri t almost im its best -onditi-n. It
is certain tnat rauy 5° the streamlets that wo met
cannot b permanent ones. I have marked suzi witn

an cdging of brown. I consider that thcse which have
been given a blue cdging are probably permanent, but,

of course, only actual observation in periods of g

drought

2 b - 2 oo 2 o
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drcught can Pinally settle trat p01ntl Time did not
permit us to see anything of the region in the North
West quarter of the blank area on map.A. It is com-
monly believed however thal the river Gwetta which
traverses it is permanent. Thore 18 an abundance of
water on the high tableland just South of Kisii.

P

Most of the hollows are swampy, and mary o° them
present gprings and vigorous streams. It is the
watershed from which apparently fPour river syslems
cmerge - the Gori or yagori going Soutr, the Gwetta
going West, théi Kija o th ih side, and the Songo
towards the Mast.#TIn most of these hollows the
streams do not present ggcmsefves in a form suitable
for the watering of numevéus cattle. They would pro-
bably be trodden into a wide stretch of mud imne-
dlately I considegy that it wouli be necessary to
forng t@nks' of, some sklguu Hayant, by carrying low

nsarhneln dams across su1table stretches of valley.

7. The fringe of the Chepalungu forest encroaches,
iﬁﬂthp form 0f bush,further on to t e Bast side of
tne blank area in map A thah is there indicated. THis
bush varies Prom scattered clumps covering about 25%
of th land sufface (photograph 2387) teo solid wood-
bush even denser _han is shown ir pholograph Z2411,and
difficult to get thrcugh even Por pedestrinns wiih a
party of jungls-cleavers ahead. We only travelled
about seven mileg here in the whol: of 4he one long
day. 0P this type of bush there is perhaps an area
of 20,000 acres South and South-Bast of .Gelsgele. For

the rest, although the country scen from any eminencse

(vide panoramas above mentiorned and also photo.2398)

appears
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appears only as a black sea of bush, with no grass
in sight at all, yeit an arca of on¢ half or two
thiras of Lhe whole 18 excel.ent grass land whic:
all wit in reach of one brancn ov ol er o? the
Mggori riverv. This as stated i iy cyphe: lelegram
Prom Kisii on October 1&tr wa., w.cu we 38w 1t, a
gtrsam presenting Lie very satist
of ahout 100 cubi¢ fect a se~cnd (54 millinn gallons
a lay).

8. The Norther
Kigii, 1s what I
The only Adoubt that ar
ther cmoug:. catile "oula b gol on to | ) keep
the grass dowﬁ. A8 we 1t, the wiole Qrea was
under roug: straw grass ¢! l.e Llypc shown in photo-
grapl. 2400. This wa: or.inarily more than sheulder
high. Later in the year I believe muczn of 1t

up

p.tg a herght of tonoor A2 feot, when it

difficult to zet torough. The procedurs as

pyras suti Servitoey would pregusatly be to
whele cruntry se at tne end o dry weather and féve
cattle cn 16 rainds as new rass was Coning
o? the District Comi
at ii phosceovagh 2378, 237y, 2330 whi

is quite the Pinest one that I lave seeu anywnere 1n

this country, was avgolved from vt of “ountry,

and witr cattle in sufficient numbers performing on

a broad scal: the op raticns, on ‘s smell aréa. of
Mr,.Hemsted's mowing machine, there sesms ¢ Joubt
that these elevated grasse laris would tc converted
to astonishingly good pasture.
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9. My last visits bo Laikipia weve in 1906
1908. I eonsider the arca now under remarkdto be
swperior country to Laikipia, notwithstanding that
Fast 4iie 32 rather heavily bush-covered and

at ‘rere is an unwaterei strip along tre top of
tre J1vie Egcarpment. No part of this dry strip is
mere than Pour miles frem permanent water, so it is
corivalr’ that tre w'elt of it eould be srazed with
ease. Wren we crossel f{h- Mare River, lasai cattle
were being sent afrﬁss tre river daily (protesrapth
2419, to groze on tne top of Lhe Escarpment, reiurn-
1ng at rnight to tre Masal villages at its Eog}. As

4

to the stock capacity o the whole area, I am not

¢

competent to express an opinion, but as to the avail- '

. . o ) ;
ability of water, ! have no apprehecnsion as tp any

difficulty arising in wtilizing .ractically the wihole

area as a grazing ground. luch of the apea would
{'an the shatnent of my pews® porters wro were Wa-
<iguyu and veew agriouliurists) make meally Pirst

cigss arable iand. OS¢ if Puture tesidents on this

aren, ¢ither Hasai ov ~ihers, wisn lo indulge %to some

extent 1r rixs® farming, “here wouli be every oppor-
tuntiy for trem tc do so. I unlerstand ‘:at 1t would

b

rogArded as a lriuaph of admi-istraticn if

resident Poli‘1cal 0PPire®s could induce tie HNasai

Vo oW wgr1c-uliural proauce.  ZfPorts in that direct-

1on wold receive a maximum of support from the

natural features of tnis attractive region. It is my

velLref tnat
are ‘

there and fortunate to cbtain that area.

trhe lasal wousd oo well advised to go

10. Directions along tle line of march were taken

with
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with pocket compass, and distances we e measured
by perambulators. The minimum tempcrature at night
on the plateau above the Siria Escarpment varied

Prom 41°¢ F. to 60° F. wit: an average of 500 F

/;dfz W.McGregor Ross

Ngirobi,

) DIPECTOR OW PUBLIC WORKS
February 2nd 1912.







