TANA RIVER VALLEY

_Repur®s on journey made from “he mou*h of “he river . _
at Kipini, to Xénakombe.Sta'es as to applicafion of 2
Demerara”Company for a grant of land Tor sugar growinﬁ ;
Arrangements have been made for an anngal meeting of the® <
chiefs eof all the Somali clans of the Ogaden tribés and#. °~ °
“~.9f the Merehan at 7ismayu to discuss g;rieva.ncee.Thinks this
will lead o more effective government.
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CONFIDENTIAL (16)

Sir,

distance of -aBoizt 160 mlle&. g
o B Procqpanng Brom Mombasa qn tha Lﬁth of'
“January by the kindness of Codmandel Ev&na. BN,
in H.M.8. 'Pandara'. I reavhei Kipunl the ‘next %
- morning. There 13 ng harbou* at the mouth oPf thg“ ;
"11VSr,<wn1ch is OthIUutal by a bar. over which .
thhre is @ narrow channel hawin only apout 3. £f
of Water" un it at lo§ glid. Sha;ﬁ Iapnbnes bn _
Bteamexs. drawing rram 16 fdat of water, dan "
‘g6 juside the bar at- high tide and fxné~&afe_,-'
- htanéb01aga in fajvly des P water, .The porﬁ. $ug
ag it is, ‘aqnoL be used at ‘all when the South
7ffWeat mendndn is b&agt

3. F“on Kiping' %ﬁe’za;n Tana ﬂlver ;sereacnad
by means c¢f the River 0zi and the Bellaoni Canal,
a narrow w:nd:ng stream somewhat obstructed by
snags aad sand baiksi As Par as. Kau the river
runs through mangrove swamps. The efPect of the,
tide /s Pelt as far as this point. on the‘isiand 5
forned buewec» tha 6}d bed of, the Pana River = - -4

Hi '
run RIGHT HONOURABLE which

LEWIS HARCOURT, P.C., M.P.,
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES.
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vhich is now merely a tidal back—water - and the _
River 0zi is situated the large gmm, 0P, 105000
acres to the East AfrmaﬂMoﬂ' Cﬂmpany. a Jéndor
Con’poratriw ynose l‘qearMa?&ger is Yr.T.A.Fule.
I remalnﬁﬁ h night on the¢estate and had an

J

opgortumi.y of inspecting its condition.

v i Formerly whén'the River Tana was in flooua e

“$hiEch may happezi‘twmc annually. he moLe of’
* this land became Por the perfo& i vamp govered
in places with S6me 2 or 3 Pedt 6P water. Prior* ‘&
to any development it bocame necessary ‘Por the “&
Company t,“ control the flood waters by muaﬁns‘of
embankments. Many miles of such work have been
exsoutad; and ovér 2 or 3 thousand acres can now
be thor&ugh}y controiled. Substantial bungalows
have b'én erected, and Pfour Européaﬂs are employed ||
on the estate., This season about 1,000 acres are '
L\%dsr’; gultiation, of which 4 to & hundred acres
» Brg under ;M vvaryan in age from 4 yeurs;te’
G‘iﬁ " The rubbe;- appeaxs to.be doing vei‘y
:.,_/“lell: \thé 'la:nﬁgest tree on: the plantatlon ha.vmg

& girdn of over: 80@@@}@5* e f*&mal‘ﬁaawo{’ the
cultivated area is Hndet cotton of varwuﬁ' kinds,
Thoug‘ a powerful pump hamn .nstalled for
irrigation purposes, the Company have so far
‘wtemptod to rely upon the rainfall annually for
growing cotton. This seadon’s crop has not beéh
antlrexy successful . nw:mg to lauk of raine Thure
is, l:.tt&e«doubt that with . uqxlf;aumn vottan c

be sucuessfully grown. The va*letlus Whlu} ai?!%
to have succeeded best-are Nyasaland and Upland

Anerican




it-to be the most advanced of any of the Coasgt
properties I have seen to date. Its existing con-
dition is higf™w creditable to the present manage-
ment. 4
N 5. The only other European plan'l.atlon on *ghe
‘Tana River is a:small rﬂ)b/e]‘,-plot of '70 acr
joining the Fast Afvica Cottés’ Q#tate LI# e
seing devsloped by Mr.Watcham and is E’ully pl_anﬁed
up with rubbev. Tho land has beenacquired .Prom
Arabs. and I suould say what the title might provai
Lo tv a doubtPul one. The Coast Land Settlenment
Ordinance has nod been applicd to this districyd i
ag yet. c
6. An application has boen recently made on-
“benalP of the Demerara Company Pfor a gramt of land -
on the Tana River Por ihe purpose of grﬂv?ing/sggmy
.There is undoubteddy a .arge area of-lawi -suiti-

able for—-this plrpose niok Praetieally lying fallow |

owiag. te. the Bresxets on the Tana convertmg 1t
S 2 "‘wéx-“‘h“m pand Lies

mainly NOJ"CH of Eh%ﬁem"bnl Canal oppos*f’t* tHe
pzo;fertj 0P the Bast Africa Cottcn Company. I
unlmsj.wi that-the Demerara Company intends to
send, a qualified man tB¥in quevt the Tana, and it
would in my opinion tle of advantage to the country
if thys important and wealthy Sugar Company could . 4
be" induced to take up ti ‘—cultiva’cion of Bugar oa :

the Tana River. ~{
-
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7. Leaving the Belazoni Canal, ‘he main Tana

River is entered, and from thét point as Par as

Golbanti there are large areas of land similar

in character to those previousl§ described on

either sidé of the river. This place was Pormer— -

ly tho sige of a Methodist Mission, which has

now been abandoned Por some years.

3. The only cher Mission body carrying on

work on the Tana River is the Neukirchen German

Pokome Mission, which has its principal European

Station at lligao, another at Kulesa, and a third

. at Makere. The latter has been abandoned for the
2y moment as it is said %gﬁb "very unhealthy. The
‘Pokom« peoile, amongst whom this mission is work- ¥

'Ing, are a riverm@gn tribe, scattered in very smalléi
villages from Golbanti to the first rapids on

the river which occur at Hameye, Theif’#iliages

are mainly situated on the west bank qu reasons

of safety as they were subguct to ralds ~on the

paxt o? the Somalis in the pas}«_ Thex.are a qumlt

apd depends more and nore, as onm soee*ﬂurthar up
the river, upon ihe annual £lood as the. raxnfall. !

is quite insufPicient for cultivation.

9. “The valley lands of the Tana. i.e. those

which might bo- suitable for cultxvamion. vary. Ans

width Prom 1 to 5 mlles ovex the area I 1nspected
Many hundreds of thousands of acrBs of land suited
R ” A
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to irrigation are lying Pallow. Thc:PoKoﬁo

possess very litile stock, and the presenmce of the
tsetse £ly probably accouals Por this.

10. Behind the Pokomo, ani outside the valley
lands, are to be Pound the Galla trihes, a pasto- I
ral prople formerly numerous but now reduced to cum;ff
peratively unimportant numbers. Their present
~condition is at+1ibuted largely to Pormer Somali.
raids, and a Iange portion of. the Qqummry now N
occupied by tie Sowalis between the “Tana and Juba
Rivers is saii to have once been in p0859391on of
ihis people. They are of a puaceful -disposition « . |
and cause no difficulties in administration,

11. To return to th # rk of the German Mission,
it would not appear that they have been able to
efrfect very much in the 15 ycars they have been in
the district. They havc suffered very greatly ‘
from diseaﬁes.'mainiy Pover, and lost a considdf;'l
able nu oL “of missionaries, both qalc and <Pemale.,

'12 e soyntry betwedﬁ 1na.ﬂnd Kinakombe -
the f&!‘thﬁﬂﬁ point wn‘h I x'eac‘ ed - appearp to he
more Pertile than thy Vea frow Ngao toy the, former
place. In this local \:@&ﬁ‘yaomés 5% ébﬁtact Wi .
the bush—huntlng trlbe; fhe?gnnl. who' are’ alhb to
be Pound on the Juba River. Their nabits and
characteristics are very similar to those of the
Dorobo of the ngnlands. They live entirely by
huating, and are, I think, largely responsible Por
thckgi}llng ofve;ephantg_wn;ch are gﬁill“howeyer
fairiy'numeroué:in fﬁe Tana“valley:*'uw Qisit

coincided
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coincided with tihe :migration of these ahinalvﬂiﬁ%o
the river valley. and on all occasions where frenh
tracks were noted the Boni were in evidence w1th
!resn}y poisoned arrvows, a few arc probably in
posgession of firearms. In order, bo o protect the
elephant it may be necessary to eonflne thase

‘ anters 42 a particular d1strlct§an1 not §llow

{-them to wander throughsut the valley. -Their num-
‘bs '3 “Cannot e more than a Puw lLundred,

18. I could not Bpafe the !{1\ 10 reaehn the
Governicnt station establisied on the Taqa a+ Nl
Sankuri (Gunyai, ou ihe prowisional map of thngst[
APfrica Protectorate ). Ti.ig stalion wae espgbliéhcd
gome Lo yoars ago paﬂt“y to conmtrol the riveridn

¥ ’
trives, out nore garul ulaxL; t.c Samalis, in éhqir

chosen for this sta'tlbn is xmowgtixp‘lbﬁy

one, aund it is about tg vbe 1enovei[ﬁo ana The

Soxali, t¥ibes wio visi‘ the -river ﬁJé "the Abiul

Rer Mahomed aud ihe Abd Wak (Tna wel season,afea
which these people occupy ;E 31tuatud nainly in “ g
Biskaya to the horth-vest of Port Durntord). Yne' .
pfincipal men of the two latter,claﬁs canc in'¥o

see me at Kinakombe; Hassan Othman, the chioP of

the Abdulla. ev1dent1y avy ‘aided an inter 'view, The .
permission gvanted to tquse Somali clanv to comec on ~°
the Tana is restricted to ihe area between a point
ncar Bura and Sankuri. This country was unogcupigd“m
and its uee by the Somalis is conditional on their
good behaviour, Thoir periodical viq}ts to this

part




-'“ordezs on theifw _‘t éou&a be veadzly suppr'esaed
with a Pew troopsv ‘In thig® eonnectxon Hassan :
Og‘nm§ has been informed that unlgls he axplmne
. his absence it may lead to a xefusal on ‘the- gart E

E .of Gruveznmcnt 'to allow of his aomm@; on the il .
\J‘“g}‘iver ‘next Dedembér. I has now however, I .
”‘ﬂndar stand, comé in and apolegized to the Pro-
vincial COI’HﬂlBBlonbl at Lamu,
14. The chiefs who came to see .ie were, as

is usual w1tn Somalis, 0f a fairly high degree

of 1n1;elligence and apparently desired to keep

up the goaa relafions existing between thomselves™
and the quelnmwt Th  Abdulla have nad a

‘blood fuud\ With another large section of the
N SO'nalxs, fhe Mahomed Zubeir, for over two Yyears,

y "mu uomplam of-that clan. I later san.bhe ﬂ'_"

N hgp.d e the Mahomed Jubeir in sz&nl, who in ‘11;\*'
ti‘f*n placed all blame upon phe AbTilla: in f’act
"‘1n a;l Somali quest.mns tha olans usially
co. plain of ene anothot's and 4§ these complaints
’ s,qme in at onc ul'ﬂ.e of tpe yea1 to officers in
Jubaland and at- anothet tme m Tanalan&. it is

; ~extxemeiy .dlfhcmlt to asoeztam the real txuth

ih Ay df"thﬁn “The dhie®E T safﬁm’l that

N ’!{:heu' main dthculty WQS the lawlassness 14 tha

cogmzant of dlfflcul‘hesmand msé‘h a.ny daelrb
Ve T ik




Vak, and Magabul. (The Merahan, tb lhom I
. ‘have ‘f‘rstham'y re!ém.'a‘& m !tjihﬁ&'; de¥pa
“iape not connected with' uhsdp i&'-dplej M thzs

'Salxeld who is sBut to : resums aontrol of” the

263
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on their part fox arb;traulon would be" ‘rhe !
establishment of an annual meatmg. ‘to take
place at a definite point, where the chiefs of
all the Somali clams of the Ogadan “tribes would

assémble. These plans are, in thq_.}'uba valley,
the Aulihan, Herti, and Mahomed Zubeir, in the
Tapa. valley - the Abdulla,: Ror )lahomedy Abd i

annual méeting Both the Prowincial Commmsmnez, !
Tandland, and tre ~Prowj.uezai Commss:roner s J‘uba-q ‘

&

land, would be yxeaent ‘thua prqventmg_aay

playing off of one o?fmer aga;nst ana“Bhex, Hnd
if necessary the officer abgut 0 be stat‘foned

in the Merehan ceountry couli also attend in

order to hear of any difPiculties batwmn that
pe ople and the Aulihan, who are ‘}‘en nelghbour
to “ns South. All tha chzafq welpomed tne . m

amouni ot’ smwuty in: 'ﬁhell aot:on'as thg‘;lr a
augebqted Knmayu an th» 1

w’uli have sugglsted Eam\x ag *bemg a’rixea‘rer R
centre and removed Prom the uoununy of their

ensmigs, the AbAulle and Yahomed Zuban'. I“__
afterwards “pat the. sﬁ\a qﬁatlo‘n fo” ‘t,he;ahzefs"’
of the Mahomed Zubei Jnm},t,he ABdulla when

I met the'u at Klp.m nd“bave had n oppoﬂ :

Jubaland- vamce. All agree that such g.nnual



¢

meetings might lead to the establishment of more

d Wlu” the iﬁlehan. Garre, and Boran, ihe p031u10n

~ reyoved. The habit of the natives of dropping

cultivation has largely contribuféd”to th.se

e ) -_SJfﬁ Vg o T
cPPective Govermnment amongsi the Ogaden Somalis,
to which section all the clans mentioned, except-
ing the Merehan, belong. ;

16. The position today with regard to the
Ogaden Somalis is Pairly satisfactory, and
ofPicers could, I think. without any escort, visit’®
any portlon of the country they occupy. exCupﬁlng
‘om the Nertnern boundary whick rougbly runs from"’

renll through Vagheir to the Lorlan swamp and

the Tana River. Here, waneve they are in cohtact

is net se”clear' but it w1xl uqlouotedly improve
with {he Purther administration of the Northern
Froniier,~

16. I was glad to ﬁote that tune primcipal
chicPs, to whon staves of 6PPice had‘been>issge&’

CVel

wcat, invariably-carriea them.

)

1 |

17. The River Tana is navigabl: .as far agh *
Hamcye 2er a considerablc pe. iod oP he yuar. Tt
is a ldargey river, and app:ars te carry a much'

greater volune oL water. than ﬁhe 3uha %p that

i

river the native eanoes in usé wene not ory : "
nunérous,nor of any great size, ”nereas on the
0z1 am; Tana nany trousands of Pairliy large natlve

*AnoCs are 1n use, The course of tne river is

very tortuous thro ughout and much obstructed by

SNAg many of whicn however oould be easily

trees into the wiver when clearing ground for

impediments
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impediments in nﬁiﬁgéﬁion. Steps are-being taken

to prevent the formation of this form 6€ ob=
struction. LK
18. Asvéjwhola the Tana BRiver impresses ume -
alnost as Eﬁvgurably as the Juba. That it is
unhea&thy‘ &s undoubted, and the svargs of
‘mosquxioes whioh appear Prom sun-dogn to sunrise
¥ aje a’ verf uneomfortable feature of exiatancawj
‘":Whldﬂ will’ only ‘be miykzated w'un thm annuﬁl -,
'flooqlng of thu valley is 1estrﬂvted The ‘rain
fail in the Tana River valley is conﬁilarably
heavier tnan-on the Juba. Bbr instance at Kzsmayu,«,
al the mouth of the Juba, uhﬁ rainfal is from 18
te 20 inches; au Lanu 1t is probably 60 incheﬁ
At Makere, 0vax 100 mllas up uhB Tana River and
the only point at wi 18K meteopologxual obearvat—-!
ions have. been Laken, a fall of 15 to 20 Bnohes ‘
has been recorded. 7
% I_have the honour 40 1o
N -$ir, v -
Ybur“humﬁié. gbe?zga} géﬁV&n{,'v

&

.;;nmnn£1;_)

GOVERNOQR.




[”Hﬁ

s« ke

MINUTE. i

TR T

P i R

‘Sd! G Flddu 7
Sir A, Juat ‘
%J Andgo” & 4
M Emmaa. d f' ‘ S 2

: b} R &y, M
v "M’ HN‘GM e .o : ‘ ,., K ' e

|
|

:
‘ 201

NOGNO1 'ID1440 QYOI DiNand

NGNS

IHL 4O NOISSIWYId LNOHLIAM ATV
DIHAYY¥DOLOHd QIDNAOWIIY 38

i
4



