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W ar ' Office,
i Whitehall,
F K.

28th January’ 19100

2 The Dirgeter of tilitary Opergtiens pre~
sents his compliments to tMe Under Seorelary of State :

tor the Colopied, and bage to retupn with tharis singpv

‘o the Tana River, British Bist africa, by e N

Hoss, which has Leen perused with interest.




Mr. Piddea

Mr. Just.,
Mr, Cox. ;
Sir £ Lnicas.
"sir_B. Hopwoud.
Col. Seely,

| Lard Opeape.
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eombe, Acting Chief Conservator of Forests,

i
: s
E“i e ' 1[
KE 3 htvl ‘Bb Bonour Lo report that in 1
mordanoo with your instructions I have
examined the River Tana throughout its
éntire length by welking down the South

wank from Nyewi to Kipini. This journey

P SRS

ws# undertaken. in cempany with Mr. Battis=- 3

whe is reporting sepdately to Govermaent. 1;
! #

Otir combined carmvens left Nairobi omn

April 14th. and remcted the sea on Juse S B
b .

18th. We then separeted, hie proceeding %o
Lamu nnd Wite, while I walled Southward
down the cbest through Malindi to Mombasa
compleéting & journey of €20 milaes on foot.
Aﬂ.or one nzgp at Mombase I returned by
ratl with a1l s ,M”H ts, Fairobi,

be Apiin 4% “."mgw;
B suen quring ite serdog of fuse T a8
h‘b of nighest riecd, The Fatus bA® .




not properly begun at Nairobi at the time.
we left, and we hoped to'_ be é.ble to redeh.
the Tuna et o time when 11 the tributaries
from Kenia would be delivering R full

>‘flood discharge. These expectations wgre

» A  powevey no fulfilled. ﬂ;e.rg}}u; @fsia yaas%, 4 '%
. t}umgh :hy ny megus & failire, were Loih oy
somfy and ssattereg. At Ahe beginning 01“

May we -wye r/ble, for ;mtance, to wade X

aCTrobs tyﬂ: Rive. Thike-at its confluence R

e p————— T T . 1. ]

wity tha.sza 'hx_c) S proba‘blykvorv un=
uu)ﬁl ] .tk of af feies £ar vthat time of
{ % srus ol [aw b%c fana B FETY

PR mdqﬁto Laf}od. fh*'duqow .;‘yg courdey h‘nth { : * 9

¢ | Ay ‘ i

ﬁﬂupd‘a"fv oy the W gnd' also %1“;9 { A
Faparts poi‘%d 16 a' e .;uapt sieg dn” ]

“t100d timd e o it 2 e Rpast Cour br

flxp,fé-_‘,' apvye trat’ at w ck_)_'g,(,s.v P

. 0N

PESAE
e

Pierision. 48 10 4. oAb p,iﬂmt thep of o cléde ir:épeutiot';
- ; +R il
m"m“ during 'hlgh an cnﬁgavow *ne adwirl m:;i.ia o
to realizs the aﬁ@,m‘;x,&c t}m ma ?‘v)x‘ v |

would preseft Uhde x.gg_kther 1ncfreaﬂe"

Thse of rive faet| I /M cupvihecd t-}u?»t

peo jepte tor .‘\rtiru tipeer dcwn Trom ’«,. ia
maly ote abanfoned, it: the highlagnd po¥ \.fm-
of the river, ¢iscadis, LarIows, iglands,
il verSv put *ve Ldos & rafting out of
the quewiiem, Ln the lowland portlion, Lhends,
narrows and shoale would rendey the pussage

of rafts alwmost egually lmpossible. p i

A6 ‘0 4 & gopnidexr that the »ijpar aight e
' made available Tor seading :



ing (ulsdvautagel'-
(a) One logging season of four Jr Tive
weeks' duretion every year.

(It would probably on;y be in excep-
tionally wet years that tHe"smaller raine®
of November and Tnce@xf would render the
river esvailable for 1o§ging.)

(b) The necespity of meintaining a lerge
resident staff throughotit the logging .
season, sgattered at vurious points over a
léngth of two hundred anf Tirty miles of
the river in its highland portien

'(¢) The necessity of elther subsidizing
looal kalt!l»lnd #lders of villages along
the lowland ’qftio’n, or of matntaining a

,h?;up patrol by moter launches, 6 refloat
umi loge snd prevent of br»kup log-
janms. : ik &

(@) The nulpt‘“ﬂ thv bu}t m;




: Mﬂ mio, be roqturqd to-ﬁ tn.ke them
‘down a1l Lhe WAY. :

(e) The prabablé loss of o certain mnou'nf“
of tiber which st the short period of
nw.xim\m flood might gel stranded a iu‘tle oy
more from the Tiver channel in ;ag..;nu (34
tall grage and bugh where iils velts & »iRd
not 3uititj the cost 9f e;jﬁtemp:i,:p to re-
cover i, ! =

() 'fwe dmpeesivllity af aemu s d:nm‘a.nv 1
of Kenia's n;d’viest «.mhay wb? “gu r*m‘

break_mp down ybo, ¥3Y, e fteo{ thicu

neaa-s gas a-maxipEd ot rfu'cy-roo‘ Yenp iy b

flone of the guOUALOB W Py 65 vuod'

gix to'tem feget in Jdsweir: &n sixty o
signty feet in 1::;;;71_905115\1«&)-' Zat Zawn
ot a]i.

{g) Beanty Leead IRpOUT &.UF 1y - gerbaps

“_u,i wg e

[

alzo neithey rery oiQow@Ls par i
work. ‘

(r} The prebability of seelileickoesh,
among imported staff whether mi;yeem,"
African er Indian, ‘ :

(1) A troublesome estuary at the el of
the rtnr with a winding chann#l saar LAY
-mrﬂu &m sandbanks and facing &n
inferior ancholage pwept by & two=knot

Northerly current.

g 5 muet moreoyer Le bw in
coneigerable expardsture WERMIN N




ﬂ MQ point was outnan our 1nstruotionl‘

end, 1v view of the ﬂ’ﬂ!‘uvéure.blc report
which it is necsssary to make with regard
to tHe main -t{caai';‘lppous to Ib. unneces=
ury From my pinv}muﬂ eafui 1n 1908 arocund
)lount Kenie, I am convinced thst ‘smple
power would %e bhuinabh on most of these
streams Ie; gonersting clectrici(:y for
working lamu.-, or for oyarsting forest
tramways and alac ~11g:t ratmva, to the
Tana river, K»‘ﬂmu wér e nny point in
going there, oOr to u wraneh 1ine of reilway

connecting with thi Ugﬁ:nﬁz Railway.

6. Then ¢ omparissn £ nade between the
imaense impetus to comiarp el activitied

in uw.dtrqnuonp whieh follows the cons=
tywcsion of & ¥uilway, and which is avalds
ahie al) the yesr ¥eund and ie Lo m
intents m mw 1mnvmm ot mmv,
and, on the umr hind, the very M
and westrioted use to which the Tana Riwer'
M Be put for & peried-of a few weeks

only %ml such {Cﬂl "Ayoxp _not unfa-=

W 1o podmt uf nsnﬁgf ﬂ\i‘ v

ment 48 favolr of spending ‘?m




vmmni a unenes etm from the point
6? view of traneit and communirbtions,
though anbrmouo aress nlong its banks might
be brought:under perfectly - controlled
irrigation, and native occupstion. FHIE
region might be well kept in view by (}o~
vernment as an outlet for the prex.\;ma‘sb\”—}{«'
jpevitgble increase ir population \vhi'(/:!'z X
will follow the eetablizhment of the Pax
Britisrnira among the swaraing tribes to
the Jouih and East of Kenie - peop T EB )
nithevto ceripdicelly desimated bj ::-m;ﬁ

epldemic @is ades, and inle: ~txibal war

:ﬂ“of which G&YQ:':L:z;nt oty -;‘v.y"‘t: 8 ‘0

"‘n.'v"l'f,t, or-atvldgst to renior less ca gl
tous than cowserly. Along the lowes :beaches
af the' river, wheve the country feoo ane
two hundred miles is almost Ties, the ;ﬁ-’-,
banking Of the rives along one side woulq
pring egriculturel cperations under cofitrel
over w4 enoyiiwne ares of land of ascentility
wetdl 48 probebly not excseded by hal of
any other regioh in the Proteatorate. This
would howewver be & work of ‘he firet x_-’a.gm—
tuds and would entall ihe expenditure of
acores of thousands of pounds, Politisal
questions would morecver - rise in con‘m‘c-‘
tdon with the dﬂtmtion of m‘m
populations on ” s

P < s




yield #rom thége EBW (W'
with, even at & considerabie diatunel Mn
the river, by a peneral fall of the aqiggcg
of uaturaiion when the endﬁnuu‘;’ﬁnnuél éﬁn-
tribution resuliing from the ipunastion of
scores of square mueé of GauntEy wis ami*.
ficially withheld. Final dgcieion upon thv&
method of execmzon of & work qf thia mg-
r itode would necessitate due oonu;dtga.iwn
of be fact that gagpthquake is, acierdix:g

T %o natdve peport, & -ax unknowh phetios
“Mnon jn the Mnurict In the it of any

: ,,-»’1ln_d being alfengted along (n€fe Lower
safenes 0 the river, I suggest that d“»‘,.[
gatettered right of uo\'arrment m\a‘. uo
specifically nq:ﬁq@»‘bo cqrrﬁ fopk.: ow-
prehensive w;wgi of Land qwﬂmuan oy
flood px‘oventtsn 16 the yalley in un it
becaimé feasidlé st woms futurs uﬂ to
ineur the expendiiure il;iﬂt would e moph‘

w, % B S S ; sary for the exssution of such ‘Bolems s .

Mearwhile lessees intending to Aftroduse

r-*utin ﬁaqp or reclamstion qyrka on'




Vorks Depa.rtnent boroi-e t?e sanction of
Government is secorded for the works to be " ;
proceeded with. The ill-adviud exepution :
of works alomg & river of thie type may be.
attended with such fq.r:reaching results
<hat no thort .ho:}d be spared w

on the ome hand \mtch'd devclepments

’Nu RN Wit (3375‘.'“1!\@)1{
ﬁ%o;..omn« v they might Be irveludl
K’tou& *ﬁa thyrpugn inu.ngurutirb Ml

M.g”;—.mnnt 4p the doh. 3o OF q&
anﬁou witive popm stion x a the va.uu.

4T epier ad-e(di'h rusoba, mignt find
f;i‘te.ry to vl‘!gz\t e ‘dipallomws

8, As romds the ;h ‘per along the banks,
it is not nioun.ry gor me L0 B8Y mugh as
Mr. Battiscombe is reporting on it in full
detaid. Both in qualifly and extent ik wan
yory disappoinking. It would 1 gonsider
ve smu estimate Yo wggest Phat the
p taking the v.w«memo 5"
. ly t¢ the river, fecal cvst of'
hhour aiid othes fleps into con-sbuﬂ.
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