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Commissiones’s Offices:

Weirobl,
August lEv)h/ 1906.
CEE Y
| 34179 1 7

T heve the honour to scknowledge the receipt

of Your _ordasblip’s despatch ''>,.334 of the 14th June
lest, end t, submit minutes by.the Commisaioner of

'Jen.d snd the “snd Officer om the points reised by
Colonel Maleolm in his letter Of t/h@ 14th March to

Sir W.Ommanney in so fer es they relate to the land
question.

2. As Your ordsniip is awave. this cuestiun hes from
4he first been beset with difficulties, The lerge eres
wes opened up to Buropezn settlement before eny strvey
hzd been made; and before we hrd any staff '?tﬁ the

/

evperisnce necessery to deal with the meny dmpltoated

questions
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questions whioh erose in connection with the epplicetions f
for lend which were received, In feot, e flood of

settlers poured into the country before we were rerdy for

them. Under the circumstences difficulties were bound
to artse end some mistekes to occur, but on the whole T
thinkK 28 much hes been done to errive 2t £ solution of the
lend question rs wes possible with the mesna pveilable in

the Protectorate et the time. Colonel Mplcolm visited

Best Africe et whet I mey cell = trensition period so fer

es the lend 1s oconcerned. Our 4iffioulties hed been

recognised, both loerlly end by Your _ordship: e Committeec

hed sat in Mowbese %G consider ell the cuestions comnected

with the land, and hed submitted an exhaustive report; end

notion wes being teken et home on keveral of the princlipal

recommendations made, includine the orgenigation of a
proper survey, the eppointment of 2 “and Commiasioner,

end the strengthening of the “and Of'fice. Colonel

Maloolm thus sew t.ae country before 1t wes possible to
¥ §

~¢u! offeot. to the recommenidstions wﬁion yea uﬁn ma.,




" 2T gd
venture to think that he could herdl¥ hr¥e

2
meke himself ﬁ‘ally soqueintéd with 211 the problems which

surround 8o hurrfed s settYement ms that which had to be
mede in Best Africe.

Mr.Rerton-Wright is #n the m#in correct in whet he

seys about unocoupied ferms. T had been but 2 month in

the conditions

the country,’ 7T which were new t> me, antd

T wished t> understend something >f the land ocuestion aAnd

see pert >f the aree under sottlement before erpproving H>f
e generel notice which hed been fssued t> settlers werning

them that ecti n would bs teken ageinst rll who friled

t> camp\ly with the regulations. I hed ;1'1 objectin to

individuel notices in most omses, =nd of this the _end
Officer wes well ewere: but the whele lend ouemti-n being :

under consideratisn it did not scem to me thet the time

was the moat opportune for such e generel notice ea that

reforred to, which wes likely t> have, end motudily d1d

heve, e somewhat disturbing effeot. The gage 18 now

different: e reply has been given to the petition of the

Coloni-t.- Al'oolat,ion, in meny points their roq\(olﬁ haﬂe

A hnn cnmqa m mole or in p-.n., Mm mra t.hny

stand; q:é.md cq-ﬂ.-#imrm! m en appmaty
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all

studying locel conditions, end 1t 1s now time «thet we
should insist on full compliance with the Tegulattons.

4. The large grents of lend t5 which Cnlomel Meleolnm

_rei"eﬁ were given under arceptiomel circumstances,t” which
the Lend Officer has referred, snd which eare fully
evpleined in the carrespoindence deeling with each
particular grant. 7o grants nrceeding 10,000 ecres

ere now given without reference to Your _ordship.

B. Jeturally the iend elong the railwey Wes the first
AT YO

aw

teXen up, ~nd w;ﬁny gnpnlicents prior tp “5>1o>nel Mmlcolm
neve had to 1>0k for 1and &t = diatance from the reilwey,
w1 * . as nome in ite immediste vicinity hes been évaileble for
some time pest.

8. At present the price >7 1nfid is undoubtedly unduly

inflated, espenielly in the neighbourhood of ™» irobi,where

the -ett.lere ere weiting to sece what the fdbure of T
A‘ A \ |

the country is likely to be; end in this respect =re A

poz'hnpu u.hln‘ 00 u.nguine ® view, Tut I do not®




e uﬁb"—iou-e portions of thdir holdings in their own

TinterentLs. A:'q:g't-bu\mgr of 840 ecres f#;'ms. oo,
I

whith revert to Jovernmemt owing t> non-fulfilment of

: ; . 3

v.ﬂmﬂqg}gnlom, will efford en opening to intending
set;t.,lex;i. »rid T need herdly ssy thet 1 Colonel Meloolm
hes eny such in view, we shr1l be heppy to giwe rll the
asulst,ant;e we cen to persons recimmended by him.

The metieyr IT J2ilway rates has 1rtely been undor‘
éonsideretion by Your _ordship. snd certein eoncessions
heve been given in the carrisge °f sheep. "'; ‘que-krt{an
hes, s> fer es I sm eware, been reised letely, ns to the
cost of tr a.nlport.l,ng horses and oattle; H>n this geint
I em making the Mensger o7 the 'anﬂy"tcr :hia views.
In peregreph 9 of Tiis lctter Calonel Melsclim does not
put the question of unskiiled 1mhour V‘hly;l‘y. Tt 1= &
feot that porters camnot be »>btained at “a{robl wnder
the prices quoted by nim, but tAie 18 swin® to no 2otion
or m;. Tt is due to tue Tar@s def@nd by privete

shooting perties, to whioh T Beve referred in a previous

asspaton, #nd when proased for Lime the M.u‘lulnupwgn

em-n)p ¥o .g.. Waipobi poitais at u;}u m,m’,ﬂ
% 5 fim

S

)Ln-* :} it&.% ds so, Wit beceuse dny will ..aét
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A. o / i .
t}wse}ﬂbas;andum instence In point I mey mendion that
T 8m now on bour in the Lenys Province, ahd that with the
exception of & Tew Swehilis, who were necesgary for piltching

tents, I obteined all my porters from this rovince et l.s.4/-

per mensem, end hed them sent into eirobi to meet me.

10., Paregreph 10 fequires n> comment os the importrnoe f

heving good men in the porsitians +f Mesziatretes #nd Collectors

{s obvious, end I presume the c mcluding remerk is not meant

t> refer to this 2rotectorate. 1

I hawve the honour to be,

With the highest respect,

Wy _ord,

YT ordahip’s most sbedfent,

\

mmblb servant,

(1

Jor L.M, Commlasioner,
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f asked the Iond [ficer tc give me a-notc on three

parts of Calenel Valcolm'e lctter which relnte to the

lanc

i 1 am sure that Coloncl Yelcolm's !
writing the 1e‘ter wepe ¢xcellert; and we ara all |
Yookne W owhere w: ere § WErT Put . ar made the

mistoke ¢ many pecpie de fter spendirg 2 suort Lire
irn ‘he cowntry; he has o eneralized f¥dm s fcw case: which
have ec-=e Lo his notice.

¥r.Berton Wright's r te aufti~j.ntly e

te to paragrsph 7 (¢) we are ntcut to leeue

neticer teliing all cecaeorned that the time hug now come

to enfrroe the regulations.

°4/- 1. Montgomery,

Feirobi,

August BT 1906,




MEMORANDUM

sq.miles Respecting (a). The first cese of o larse grent to

the East Africe fyndicete wass mnde by the Home author ‘ties.

I would stete thet T plrced en record a s*reong [rrtes

agginst such larre grante toing rivey ard edvrented feven
at that time, three yeory, back, r caximum prant of 10,001
™ acrvs  acres, The acornd lrree prant was that of Lord Telnmere

given with the apjroval of e Foreigr fi1ice. A repeonieble

answer cen be giver for beth thesn grante there were ne

gettlere ir. the coun’ry, -~nrd up. inducemir * v were

thought receoceery to induce peojle !'o come in and erend

moncy in experinen® ing . The other thres larpe npplica-

tions grented@ Chamberlalr, Flemrer and Bcwher came eo

rlosely after Delamers's that the name reasonling may be
res applied. The luaet large napplicetion b ¢! Dr.Doering's
ia cre where application i ti{ed dovn by certaln onerous

covenante concering deovelopment and in this cnee 1 saw
and 8L111 see no o reacon sagainet the annessrlon having
bern mede .

(b) Unleve the terms of the Land Laws are strictly
onforced 1t iv lmpossitle to prevent trid, and 4in this

connection 1 would.etate that T have not been allowed to

teke such actlon.

(¢) His ExoeYlency had glven me definite instructions

¥

that 1 am not for the present. (this wae in January) to- ,

bake eny BGLSop\,&uinrt@f‘ék‘l‘oft‘mdcra.' ¥ pad ormy_own | €
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) mitiative talkeh such actiop prnvious‘ly in 't Eﬁ spae of
ai cprtuin non occmpied f’oma,%ut this ao“tion ‘ua noHt

" curiad on owing ta tHeme instyuctions.
) 5. Colonel ¥alcolm i somewhat inec¢curato in hig rnc‘f.s
one of the first tules T made wae that len wae npt to be

on

nllowed both sides of & stresem rl,a" that river fréntage

should not exceed half the depth of block rranted. Thie
rule hee s8& far as practiceble been followed , although

ndt blindly common senze prirc ipies having been observed.

I will qucte nsn example:-

The shaded area represente n 5,000
acre farc it cressem Kiver L and

/, land ie grante! on both efdee. Also

_ the river frontage i1s very large
//,/_\;* compercd with area, but here no harm
— ’ ie dene ae t1e whole of the land bet- -
-ween the clreame ‘1o teken up and no

weteorlees ln.nd' ip left vrcant and

UBB)IEAE.

folonsl Maloeim makea the stntement that owing to the
porous neturs of the ground ti o meking of dams is impossible
otc. this ar tha result of a flying vielt seems a gomewhat

bBold stafement to meBe though I have been 80Mme’ 5\:_1;11_0 in the

’

country I

~gut senpldersble egﬁ"mn

the opiniod meg‘eﬂ !ﬁ
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H_‘ﬁﬂ'eﬂﬁim’i among the netives hed mede, 1f tempérarily
N A - ; M 4

4 ) L W i
unesafe for settling oan be beet ansyered by the Home

(’#Lée who sent our definite orders that furthe:
epplicetions on the Guaso Nyiro Flateau werg not tc te

entertained. ) g "

With regard to 7 the answer i¢ e slmple one; natu=-
rally tHe best lend in neighbourhood of line Wwas tavern
by first comers with the result thet leter comers r1re
forced further snd further away unleee they ar< prapared

. ‘to pay énhanced pricee ard buy from the firet corers.

Wairobi,

. Auguet 4tk 1906.
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