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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to trace the acquisition

of phonology by Kikuyu-speaking children. It lS

based on the universal claims of phonological

acquisition posited by Roman Jakobson (1941).

Chapter One gives an introduction to child

language in general and chil~ phonology in

particular.

':fwo briefly looks into the phonological

system of Kikuyu adult language. This chapter'

r-eLev ant to our study because .it gi.vc e the

stru.cturs of the Lan gu age that the child is a.i.m.ing

at. Morecver, we posit The adult surface forms

as the child's underlyi~g forms.

The actual analysis begins in Ch~pter Three

~here we give the first stage of the acquisition

process.

Chapters Four through Six glve the remainder

of the stages based on studies carried CJut on

three children of varying ages.

- -- Chapter Seven, which concludes the study,

includes a summary of the findings vi-s a vis

Roman Jakobson's (1941) claims; phonological

acquisition in relation to the theory of

Markedness; and general remarks and significance

of the study.


