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ANTROLUCTION

" The typical American businessusn used to
come here on safari and leave. Low a lot of then
whe come here as tourists get interested in busine iy
prospects and start lovking around, "1

" In the past Aenya's binsary ves wraitten Ly
outsiders who sav the country frem the standvoint of
their own Lhistories, prejudices and neads, lToday
Kenya has its own historinns writing about the country's
developuent from its own standpoint, not nerely as
an extension of some foreign pover.,"-2

!. Zusiuness veek, september 2, 1967, j.10s.

2. " Kenya's rolitical Evolution," Information from
the Kenya Mission To The United Nations, 1972,
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There were many ideals nd philosophies which
the Reuny-ns educated in colonial days were soon
willing to acce; t, Une of these beliefs were that
the sole re.son the Britislh established their rule
in Renye was that they wanted to bring Kenya Africans
the benerit of their advanced civilization. Africans
soun belived that Luropeans were highly gifted in
governing and inventing while Asi ns were highly
gifted in comuerce wid trade., This concept of
races having special concept h.d worked in the
eariy days ol Africa f{or Africans, unlike the
Zuropeans .nd Asieas, believed that they were suited

to work requiring physical strenght.

The sost important single f.ctur dominating
the history of the african peoples was the isclation
of their continvent from outside coutact, It was
not uatil the srcond Lalf of the nineteenth century
that 1y serious attaopt wes made to discover what
lied withia the conviuent and to bring the majority
of the African pe.ples ii'to contact with the rest of
the world,

Africa is, indeed, the last continent in the
world to Le bLrought into relatiocn with the human
development which has been in progress for thousands
of years . To most pouple y Kenya has meant Mau Mau,
Before the outbreak of the Emergeicy very few people had
aAny precise knowiedge of the country or people of Kenya.
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It took a civil war to rive the general publie an

interst in Kenya,

There was a time when Keinyvans solved their
political problems with the PANGA= a two=foot=loup
bush knife that the Mau Mau terrorists vielded to
bloody effect aguinst British rule. However, in-
dependence and parliamentary government demanded more
subtle sclutir_,,=3

Considering its economic insignificance, it is ore
of the few countries of Africa tlat boast no mineral
wealth., Kenya has been surrounled with at least three
nniquely perplexing dilemmas the resolution of which
many believed to have played a great role in the shaping
of the future attitudes and policies thouglout Arrica,-4

To begiii with there was the country's explosive borler
dispute between the neighboring Somali Republie that ac sri-
1y to wobert Cox, the wutlior of "Kenyatta's Country?
some 50,000 square miles of Kenya territory helonged
by right within the boundries of a "Greater somaliag",
altiough no formal state of war had existed between
tlie two countries, bands of Somali guerillas turned
most of Kenya's desolate Northeast Province into “
battlefield ,

3. Iime, May 13, 1966, p.36,
4, Charles Miller,Saturday Review, July 9, 1966, p,37.
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Next there was Kenya's peculiar situation as
the only black African state with a large non=African
population.~5 Independence did not curtail African
resentment towards the British and Indians living in
Kenya, thus causing them to feel uneasy over their
future in Kenya., However, their departure would be
far more tragic thon their staying because Kenya could
not do without British and Indian enterprise and
skills and their leaving wonld undoubtedly been a
setback to the country's goal of achieving racial
harmony for all Africa.

Finally, Kenya has a land sroblem crisis, Land

may be the answer to the country's future for it provided

Kenya with its only real source of revenue ; a small
but surpassing high-quality agricultural production,-6
Kenya could not afford to practice land fragmentation
at this particular time. The seven ncre plot was out
of date in Kenya and tle ever existing danger of con-
tinual misuse of the land could Lring on an economice

collapse at any time ,

The three previous problens are Just a few of
tiie many that Kenya had to fuce end still faces., The

real problem in Kenya was to correlate the rate of

political advance with the need for a stable government

and the preservation .nd expansion of an economy 1in

which the peoples of Kenya could depend on.

5. Charles Miller, Saturday Review, July 9, 1966, p.37.

6. Ibid.
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This research report will attempt to expose
the principal issues confronted in Kenya during
1ts struggle in the sixties to endure, and how
she and her leaders stepped forward politically
and economically their struggle to determine stand-
ards of stability for all African nations,in their
development of the country and all the r - problems
that confronted them including the always existing
forces of tribalism,which stil' esist in Kenya
today.

This research report will alse explore the
road to independence in Kenya. In this discussion
of the development of self-povernment for +hae
federation of Kenya, it studies the struggle between
white and black and the struggle between the African
political groupings themselves for power and the

economic evolution .
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Chapter I

Kenyds rrofile

The Kepublic of Kenya is 225,000 square niles

in size, ad lies exactly astride the Equater, on
aboard of Africa, Almc-t two-thirds

of the couantry is arid or seidi-arid, with the
result that arable land is very limited. The
Indiaa Ucean coastline, streching from the Some
olia bo .rder in the north to Tanzanies in the
south, is 200 miles long, The Republic of Somulia
lies to the east of Le ye, Lthiopia lies to the
north, Uganda to the weat and Tanzania is to the

south,

heuya is nude up of seven Frovinces., These
ares Coast, Central, Rift Vally, Avanga, Western,
Aorth Lastern and Lastern irovinces.

Kenya is notable for her topographical variation,
From the hot, humid constal belt, the land rises grodual iy
inland through iry bush country (the nyiko) to t!e
savannah pgrasslands and the highlands, where rairfall
is plentiful. Kenva is pierced by the Great Rift
Valley which runs from north to south between 2,000
and 35,000 feet below the country on both sides, and
varies in depth. The preater past of it is flat but
arid.



(7)

The exception is around Nakuru, where it rises to
6,000 feet and ove:, with ideal conditions for
farming.,

Un the western r'm of the Rift Valley the land
descends towards Leke Victoria and the Uganda bardes
The central part of Kenya is extremely mountainens,
but the vast extent of the North Lasters Prevines
varies from featureless desert in the east 1. tie
more rugged Turhana country west of Lake udolif.

Lake iudolf, which lies in the Kift Yallay, iinws
for 180 miles up to the Bthiopian border., Laks Hado i
is the largest lake totally within the boundaries o
Kenya ( 2,473 sq. miles), although Lake Vietorian in 24,1
8q. miles ;. the largest lake in Africa and the secaod
largest in the world, sheée falls partly withan Aeoow.
The smaller Kenya lakes, include Lakes Naivasha | Y oag,
miles), Baringo ( 50 sq. miles ), Hannington (13 sq. miles),
Nakuru (20 sq. miles) and Eimenterts (7 Ng. miles), Mont
of these lakes are fairly depthless and alkaline,
substaining substantial inhabitants of flamingos and
other birds. Lake Amboseli, within the Amboselil Masai
Game lleserve, is no longer a permanent lake, but fills
up only after heavy rainfall. Uanly Lake Victoria has
any commercial craft, although Lake Rudolf is used by
fishing vessels, as are Baringo and Naivasha.
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fhe Tana is Kenya's larpest river, flowing
of f the slopes of Mt, Kenya and the Aberdare
dange into the Indian Ocean to the north of Hombasa,
It is subject to flooding and the people who live
along the lower edges are usually marooned for weeks
every year. It is only navigable for small craft.
omaller rivers include the Athi, which becomes the
lialana and then the Sabaki nearer the coast. Into
this flows the Tsavo river.

Mt. Aenya, @ long extinct volcano which lies some
one hundred miles north-ecast of Nairobi, is Kenya's
highest mountain, extending 7,058 feet. !t. Elgon,
on the nenya Uganda border, reaches 14,178 feet,
and 18 just below the snowline and at certain times
of the vear the peak substains snowfalls and heavy
frosts;The Aberdare Range ex.-:is for about one hundred
m-les from north to south start ng near Nairobi and
+o heavily forested along its slopes. The highest
pinnocle reaches 13,104 feet. Although the North
Sastern Province is fairly recumbent, there are several
notable mountain ranges and peaks rising out of the
low=lying ceuntry.

The altitude in Kenya largely governs the climate,
and the land above 5,000 feet experiences a temperate
climate, with fairly good rainfall. Being on the
Equator; however, there are no noticeable seasonal
changes and, for the most part, seasons are differentiated

by the amount of rain.
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in most sections of the country there are two
rainy seasons and in the high ground to the east of
the ikift they experience lieavy rains, (March to may )
and lessor rains (November to Jecember)., while the
coastal strip and Mombasa have a hot, humid climate,
the trade winds which blow in from the sea during
most of the year keep the teupersture from reaching
«wove the 100 degree fahrenheit mark and rarely is
the maximum temperature in Mombasa above 90 deyree
fahrenheit. <The hottest months being February and
darch; July and August are the coolest months on tle
coast, The minimum temperature reaching 68.5 degrees
fahrenheit,

Temperatures in Neirohi vary irom 82 deprees
(February) to 53 degrees (June and July). Nakuru
temperatures vary from 85 degrees down to 45 degrees;
Lldoret from 78 degrees to 48 degrees; MNaayuki 75
degrees to 45 degrees and Kisumu fronm 87 degrees to
60 degrees. while the hipghlands and the Lake Victoria
region of Ayanza enjoy good rainfall, reaching as rmuch
as B0 inches a year at Aericho, the greater part of the
Aorth Lastern Province has littie or no rainfall at all.
Othier fairly dry regions inciude Masailand, Kitui and
the Coastal outskirts where the year's total varies
between ten inches and twenty inches.

Less than ten per ceunt of the country enjovs an
annual rainfall of over thirty inches, vet this
small fraction of land carrics the bulk of the countrv's

population. A further thirteen per cent of the lan
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receives adequate rainfull for grazirng, wlile
some 66 ;er cent of tle land, situated mainly

in the North, South and Coastal areas is arid

and unsuitable .t present for norral agriculture.
These parts of the country is inhabited bv a
society with a traditionally nomadie way of life,
But with the Government's encouragement a more
stable pattern of land ownership .nd more eff-
icient methéds of agricul tural practice are

wrogressively being introduced to these areus,
prog g

During the trasitional peried between in-
ternal self-government in June 1963, and
Keiya's attainment of Republican status in
Decerber 1964, radical changes were made in the
vesting of l.nd t!ro:glout the country, The
area that I am referring to was formerly owned
by the Crown of England but were, during this
period, vested in Regionu.l Assemblies, were re-
vested in the Government, in December 1964,

The land in the specific region, topether with
ceri. in special reserves, was vested, in June
1963, and countinues to be vested in the County
Councils in whose areas tlLe la:id lies, to hold

iu trust for the benefit of the people resident

in County Council areas. The commissioner of
lands wus appointer to administer »oth Govern-
ment and County Couacil l.ond, ‘o ensure uniformity

of policy ..d ,rocedure,
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In 1955 reforms in land tenure was ine
itiated and are presently carried out under the
provisions of the Land Adjudication Act and
the Registered Land Act., These reforms have
led to an agrarian revolution in Lany secters
of Kenya, particulariy in the densely populated
fertile lands of the country. During the last
ten to fifteen years pore thon 3,000 squ .re
miles ol lard, (2,000,000 acres), in the
more productive parts of the special areas
have Leen registered in "frechold ownership",
mostly after the couvertion process of srall,
unecomomical fragments of land have bheen con-
unli&uted irto compact swall holdings of
worikable size ‘land. The registration of land
in individuael freeliold ownership has enabled
commercial banks to lend money to farmers on
security of registered charges on their land,
and this in turn has led to » mere intensive
development of land and 4 consequent rise in
productivity and in tie uation's economy, The
Constitution made provision for control over
transcctions in agricultural land, the prime
object being to prevent the frag: entation

of land into uneconomic units.
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The Constitution also established a Central Land
Board to select agricultural land within the areas,
once know as the White Highland, for the purrose
of land settlement tactics. Until December 12, 1963,
tﬁo board was responsible for assessing the fair
purchase price for the land, and acquiring it by
agreement with the previous white owners. The board
was abolished on that date and its responsibilities
were taken over by a settlement iund Trustees.

Land acquired in this way was normally divided into
smallholder units ranging frem seven to eighty acres.
These units were pranted for agricultural purposes
with special conditiocas requiring them to cultivete
the land, build & house and errect a perimeter f{ence
or hedge. The landowners were allowe! to pav for
land by sixty half=years instalments subject te
interest at 6! per cent per annum.

The coustitution which bescame law when Kenvan was
declared a lepublic re-affirmed that all estates,
iaterest or righis in land, which the previous govern-
ment had create!, were confirmed as being vaiidly
recognized toc the sxtent to whieh they were still
subsisting. tmmediately before She-constitution came

nto aperation,

Commumications: Kenya has sbout 26,000 miles of pablic

rowds, of wiieh absut 1,340 giles are bitumen surfaced.
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The main roads, 3,871 miles of them, are gravel-surfaced,
Aenya's Development Plan, 1966-70, provides for an
expenditure of about & 21.5 million (pounds) for
reconstruction and improvement of roads,

Lailways: There are 1,270 miles of railways operated

by the Last African Railways and Harbours in Kenya.,
Steam and diesel locomotives are used. The railways
also owns Kisumu port which has the main marine base on
Lake Victoria with wvorkshops and a cry-dock for the
biggest vessels operating on the lake,

shipping: Mombasa is the largest port in East Africa
and serving not only Kenya, but also Uganda and parts
of Northern Tanzania, There are 13 deep water berths
together with an oil berth and a new o0il Jetty for

the modern larger tankers,

Airways: East Africa's Africa's onw airline, East
African Airways Corporation, operates a network of
domestic routes linking Kenya with Tanzania and Uganda.,
It also operates international routes from Nairobi to
London and other Luropens centers, Bombay, Karachi and
Contral Africa, and during 1965, itz aircraft flew over
8,8 million revenue-earning miles,.-7 Nairobi Airport,one
of the most modern and busiest in Africa, is used by
fifteen world airlines and can accept any commercial
nireraft,

In 1965,aireraft movements in and out of Nairobi
averaged over 1,200 per month with 46,000 passenpgers
and 750,000 kilograms of freight handled each month,

7. " Kenva's Profile", Information from the Kenya
Jdission To The United Nations, 1972,
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bducation: Kenya poss sses a full range of educational

institutions from hursery and primary schools up to
University level. Since independence all these instit-
utions have been racially integrated, where they were
not all ready so, and rapid expansion lLas been taking
piace throughout the education system,

Primary school lasts seven years at the end of which
most pupils take the Kenya Yrelimianary LExaminations.
Altogether there are approximately 6,200 primary schools
in Kenya, the vast majority being maintained or aided
by the government and they are attended by 1} million
pupils, who are taught by more than 37,000 tea~hers,.-8

At the secondary level of education Kenya has over
$ix hundred schools of which half are financed or main-
tained by the government., In all, Kenya has over 101,000
pupils attending secondary schools,'twice as many as in
1965, =9 After four years of secondary school most
pupile take the Cambridge Overseas School Certificate
Lxamination, with the Higher School Certificate Exam
being taken after a further two vears,

Kenya has a wide range of technical education instit-
utionss the most advanced being the Kenya Polytechnic

Institute in Nairobi, giving courses up to technician

8. " Kenya's Profile", Information from the Kenya Mission
To The United Nation, 1972,

9. Ibid,

P 7 9



(1%)

level and with & student enreliment of 1,900, Theres are
technical high schoolu,sluo,in Mombans and ahuru,

Enrollment in teacher training colleges is almost
5,500 of whom 5,100 are training to be primary teachors
( a two year course) and 400 are in training as second-
ary teachers at Kenvat.. College and the Lenva Scienec
Teachers College in Nairobi,«10

At the University level, theve is the University
College of Nairobi; established in 1963, along with
Makerere University college and the University College
Dar es Salaam. These colleges have faculties of Arts,
Sciences, Lngineering, Art and Architecture and Veterinary
science, In addition, there are many Kenyan students
studying overseas in Europe and alsc here in the United
States,

Education statistics denonstrate the Kikuyu's
( one of the many tribes of Kenya ) desire for domination
in Kenya. In some areas of the country, the community
must provide the schools themselves and finance them and!
the parents must also pay tuition ., The statistics also
reveal that primary school enrollment in the Central
“Yrovince (the heartland of the Kikuyu people) was 312,000
as of 1969, which is 21,000 more than the estimated
population of children between the ages of six and twelve
in the Central Province. It is therefore safe to conclude
that all children of the primary school age attend school
in this region,-11
10. " Kenya's Frofile", Information of the Kenya Mission

To The United Nations, 1972.

11. foreign Affairs, Volume=49 No. 1, Uctober 1970,p.118.
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In Nvanza Yrovinece, which is Luo territory ( anotler

of the many tribes in Lenya), primary school attendance
is only fifty-three per cent of the estimated primar
school age population,-12

Religion: Approximately thirty-two per cent of the
African penulation are Christians; four per cent Muslims,
and sixty-four per cent follow their tribal religions,-13}
The Christian influence has been extensive, and there is
a increasing number of Africans who now claim to be
Christians,

Approximately two-thirds of the Christian community
are Protestants and one-third are Homan Catholics. Among
the non-African population, some thirtv-four per cent
are Muslims,twenty-nine per cent Hindus and approximately
twenty-four per cent are Christians.-14

The Christian missionaries began their work in Kenva
in 1844, first a’ the coast and then extending inland
through Kamba and Kikuyvu country to the tribes in
Ayanza Yrovince., Today there are some twenty-five

Frotestant churches and missions at work in various

parts of Kenya and about fifteen loman Catholic societies,~|

The Islam influence also started with the 'coastal
communities, including the Arabs, many centuries apgo
and to some extent has spread into the interior., Today
it is fairly well established among the Hamitic tribes
12, 1bid, p.118.

13. Ibid, p.112.
14. 1bid, p.112.

15. " Kenya's Profile", Information from the Keaya Mission
To The United Nations, 1972,

)
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of the Northern Frontier, especially the Somalis,

Lfowns: The following will be a listing of several of
the main towns and a brief paragraph highlighting each
oneg * 16

agirobi: at an altitude of 5,452 feet, is not only the
chief city and capital of Kenya, but is the commercial
center of the whole of Hast Africa. Nairobi received
its charter as a city in 1950,and is also the center

of the Kenya road systenm and according to the census,
the population of the city was ~lown to be more than
350,000 of whom approximately 221,000 were Africans,

tlie remainder being Asians {109.000) and. Buropeans (30,000)
hitale: (altitude 6,220 ft.) to the east of Mt. Elgon

in the rich farmland of the Trans Nzoia. Linked by rail
to Eldoret and the main Nairobi-Kampala railway line
with roads leading to hapenguria and the Turkana region,
also into Uganda,

The trans Nzoia district produces coffee, dairy
produce, pyrethrum, maize, wheat and some tea.

dombasa: second town of Kenya and is also the chief port
of Last Africa. The harbor at Kilindini is one of the

@most highly mechanised in Africa. The population of
lombasa in 1962 was about 180,00C made up of about 112,000
Africans, 44,000 Asians, 18,000 Arabs, 5,000 Luropeans

and 1,000 others,

Bisumu:Chief port on Lake Victoria, altitude 2ottt s
also the commercial center of the expanding Nyanza Province |
an area providing one of the main sources of grain
supply for Kenya.

16, " Kenya's Frofile”, Information from the Kenya Mission
To The United Nations, 1972,
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Nakuru: (altitude 6,071 ft.) lies in the Rift Valley,
some one hundred miles west of Nairobi, with which

it is connected by a first-class highway and the main
railway line. It has a population,approximately,38,000
people of all races,

Eldoret: (altitude 6,875 ft.) lies on the main road

and rail route to Uganda and is the center of the

Uasin Gishu, a busy farming district. Eldoret has
become an important education center ,

Kericho: is the center of the tea industry in Kenya,
and lies in the fertile country of the Kipsigis tribe.
Thika: a small town, some thirty miles from Nairobi,
has a growing industrial center and the chief prod-
ucts are canned fruits, vegetables and also metalware.
Nyeri: (altitude 6,200 ft) headquarters of Kenya's
Central Province which has a rich agricultural potent-
ial. Nyeri lies between Mt. Kenya and the Aberdares.
Manyuki: (altitude 6,398 ft.) a busy farming center at
the foot of Mt, Kenya. It is also the starting off

point for journeys to the North Lastern Province.
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Chapter II
Why the 8ritish Came to Africa

Let us examine the reasons that brought the Lrglish
people to Kenya and analyse the purpose ol their
governments - in Kenya from that of the first colonial
governor or the first coumissioner as they were then
known., Let us also examine their policies and prop-
osals in relation to the Africans,

Little is known of the early history of the interior
of what is now Kenya. The seventh century witnessed
Arab settlements on the coast and belore the arrival of
Vaseo de Gama in 1498 at Malindi, Chinese and Indian
traders were visiting the area, Although the lort-
upuese established posts and gained a monopoly of the
trade along the Kenya coast, the Arabs succeeded after
a loup period of confliets in driving out the l'ort-
npuese and re-establishing Arad authority by 1740,

Independent  Arab sottlements persisted for a century
until during the rule of Sayyid Said (1806-1856) .a type
of unity was established, However, Arab control in the
Alneteenth ecentury was still confined to the coastal

region, =17

The history of the interior began with the exploration
of the two Buropean missionaries; ltebman and Kraft, in
1849-50 and the discovery of Lake Victoria by John Speke

17. Foreign thnirs,Volume~40,xn.1, Uetober 1970,p.112,
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10 1858.-18

In 1886 tic United Kingdom and Germany reached
agreemeat on their respective spheres of influence
in Fast Africa, and in the following year a British
conpany obtained a concession from the sultan of
sanzibar, Chartered in 1838 as the Imperial British
Last African Company, she began establislhing her
authority in the interior. 1In 1890 a definite Anglo-
Uerman agreement was signed and in that very same
year arrangements were made witli the sultan for

protection to be extended to his mainland holdings.-19

Until very recently,kenya along with the whole of
Africa has been assumed to be a totall dark continent,
Pefore the Europeans arrived in Africa, she was existing
in a very simplified way ; supported by the evidence of
nineteenth century exporers and the absence of sueh a
simple device as the wheel in bast or Central Africa .
However, during the 1950's, simultancously with the rise
of African pride, there has been the beginning of a new

view of African history.-20

The " dark ages " of Africa in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries have obscured much of an earlier
civilization and archaeology and historicul research
have suggested that quite complex African civilization

did exist,

18. Ibid,p. 112.
19. Ibid,p. 112.

20, Anthony Sampson, Common Sense About Africa(vew York,
The MacMillan Co., 1961),p32.




The ruins on the kast African coast of Kenya and
Tanzania are thought by Gervase Mathew, an authority
on ancient ruins, to be the work not of Arabs or
Persians colonists, but of \frican Kings,

It was either by Devine frovidenec or by sheer
accident of history that Aeny. became a HBritish
Colony in 1901. Historians know that the English had no
intention or a plan to settle and rule Kenya. Their
target was Uganda and Kenya assumed ivportance when it
became a necessary pgatewvay to enter Uganda.

During the early eighteen hundreds, Buropeans belioved

that whoever could gain control of the sources of the vasti

waters of the great Nile would somehow control the
mysterious sources of Lastern wealth. This idea, foolisl
as 1t may seem, had motivated many adventurous exped-
itions into sast Africa and led to ambitious projects
such as the railway line from Mombasa to Uganda which

vas described by some critics as a mad plan that led

to nowhere, However, it was that very railway line

that led to the colonization of Kenya,

kuropeans were brought in to farm on the Kenya
highlands as a lirect result of the building of the
Uganda railways;which reached the site of Nairobi in
1899 and Kismu on Lake Victoria in 1901.-21 The railways

had been built to reach the strategic headwaters of the

b (B0 Kirby, Last Africa (New York, David W! ite,1968),p

. “‘o



Nile to open up Uganda to legitimate trade and to
provide support for the Christian missions thero.

It was, however, a costly massion in both lives and
money and,partly in order to meke it pay,attention was
soon directed to developing the highlands areas of
henya through which the railway passed,

Sir Charles Eliot was sent to Renya by the Uritish
Foreign Office with specific instructions to ianvite
and encourage settlement by Luropeans and Asians to tanp
thie vealth of Kenya mainly to support the Treasury then,
but which the British later saw as an important invastroent
for the future, =22 European farmers were thus encourace!
to take up land on favorable terms from 1902 onwards
and again, under special schemes for ex-servicemen, after
the two world wars. It has always been a small community,
growing from just over five thousand in 1914 to nearly
seventeen thousand in 1931,-23

i'rior to Eliot's mission, a young Hritish official,
Sir Harry Johnson had been commissioned to prepare
& Teport on what was known as British Last Africa
\meaning Uganda, which then included the Rift Valley
and Zanzibar). Johnson's report was very optimistic
describing Kenya Highlands as "White man's country" and
the rest of the country as "America of the Hindus"

meaning very suitable for settlement by Indians,-24

22. 1bjid,p.3t1.
23. 1bid,p.31.

24, Ibid,p.31.



Eliot, who seeme! very highly influenced by Johnson's
report, bacame very councerned about the settlement
of henya, but his outlook employed racial sentiment,
kliot deverged from Johnson's original report and
from the official directives of the Aritish Foreign
Uffice for settlement oppertunities for both Luropeans
and Asians and he pursued a strict segregation land
policy against the Asiuns.-25 iliot marsued what he
termed separate development of rares or what 18 properly
known as apartheid. 1t referred to Yuropeans and Asians
only. Africans did not matter then, Sir Charles Zliot
recruited his land settlers from South Africa, Oritain,
Auntrelia and other Kuropean countries.-26

The decision to undertuke this great and arduous
enterprise had been made for a number of reasons., It
was started partly in order to dismiss Uritain's
responsibilities under the Act of Hrussel to put an
ead to the slave trading by establishing law and order
in the interior. The coastal area and the offshore islands
were the centers of a Llourishing trade, based iargely
on ivory and slaves, with a long history of contact witl
Arabia, rersia and India.=-27 European settlers started
right from the beginning as a very virile political
group which almost always got the government to do
everything they wanted,

25. C.P. Kirby, Last Africa(New Yor.,David White,1968),p.31.
26, 1bid,p.31.

27. william P. Lineberry,past Africa(The H.w, Wilson Co.,,1968)
Pe 350



protectorate over part of Uganda and in 1895 over
the rest of Hast Africa. At the same time, the British
government leased a coastal strip ten sea miles in
width along the ccoast of Kenya from the Sultan of
Zanzibar. =31 The strip became the Protectorate of
Kenya and the rest became the Coleny of Kenya, by
formal annexation, in June 1920. Meanwhile, in 1897,
Lord Delamere had invisioned the possibilities of white
settlement in the highlands of Kenya, and his idea of
extensive farming attracted numbers of new settlers
from 1905 onwards, At the same time the first Indians
came into the country, primarily in order to provide
tine labor for the building of the railway, =32

As the line progressed , Indian shopkeepers and traders
moved into the interior of East Africa. Racist attitudes
towards the settlement cf Asinns soon arose and many
British officials saw Asian settlement as detrimental to
buropean settlers in particular and to the native
inhabitants in general.-33 The British adveceated free
land leases for a period of 999 years, Thev demanded
goverament intervention to ensure that the native inhab-

itants were agreeable to muropean supervision,

The later colonial governors of KRenya merely followed
the footpaths of their predecessors making very littly
modification to the policies of separate development

except where some external political preesures forced

31. 1bid,p.68.
32. 1bid,p.68.

33. Reference is made to the idea of natives being nothing
but a veil of humanitarian respectability to cover the
European settlers' racist resentments. Ibid,p,69,



them to relax their policies.

In 1905 Kenya settlers made a strong plea for
amalgamation, and in 1909, the governor of the rast
\irica Frotectorate was ordered to inquire into its
Feasibility., The governor strongly supported Federat-
ton and believed it was possible to vaintain a policy
that would advance kuropear intersst and at the same
time would defend the interest of the Africans.-34 However,
until 1923, the political scene of Kenya was pre-occupied
with the struggle of Europeans and Asians for equality in
legislative representation, distributions of land and
distribution of Jobs in government. The government
established no schools for Afrieans,leaving that aspect
of development to missionaries, who did more than
anybody else before independence, 50, at this time the
Africans remained voiceless and Kenva looked as 1f it

hat no place for African land owners.

henya soon faced a deficit on the Frotectorate that
was established. The railway had to be paid for by the
British taxpayvers; by a grant-in-aid from the Treasury,
In order to meet this burder cost the British govern-
ment had to develop the land on both sides of the rail-
way. This wes a task that the Africans could not handle
because of the subsistence economy of the African tribes
1t was even doubtful that they could produce enough
surplus food fur themselves incase of a famine,
J4. This proposal was denied by the colonial of ice.

®illiam P. Lineberry, Last Africa (The 4.W. Wilson Cont
1968) p.38.



Many o' the native tribes were pasteral and of nomadic
choracter and thase tribes which did farm had little or
nothing to offer to a world market,

The African population was mainly concentrated
around the shores of Lake Vietoria, in the kavironda
country and in the Kikuyu ¢ounty from the edges of
Hount Kenya and the Aberdare range to Masailand,

In Ukamba and in the Nandi country there was also

a high density of population, but the greater part
of southern Kenya was the grazing and the hunting

grounds o the Masai; a nomadic tribe.

This was the contenporary background in which
the British were building a railway and an economy,
the ecomory was needed in order to provide freiglt
for the railway and to provide revenue for the povern-
ment and 1n return would attempt to transfer the

barbaric Africans to a worid of civilization,
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Britvish and Asians in Africa

1923 vas a crucial. year, suropeans were begin-
ing to dewand self-rule while Asians demands for

equality had not been yranted. Thev were still
segragated in land policy, kept awuy from the fertile
highlands and left with only cne economic alternative,
trade and comrerce. They became experts and still
remnain so today, Except in large scale business,

tiey were never challenged by anybody tlien because
Africans were sinmply not given .n opportunity. Africans
were used as a labor force for the Huro.ean farns

and Asian shops aud domestic Lelp in the early duys,
They were in fact prohibited by Britis!. law from
planting such cash crops as coffee 1! tea., The
purpose of the lawa were to force them to seelk
emplovment thus creating a corpulsory laor force

for Furopeans .nd Asians,=35

Une o those lawa was the hut tux whicl forced
every married man to pay tax for bvery hut he owned,
Later, tax was extendel! %o every man who reached the
age of 18, The first law was inteunded to discourage
the Africans from pocessing land, Another was called
"Kipande legislation" which required every male to
carry an identification card, whicl was supposed to
be hung on the nick or waist,-36
35. "senya's Political Lvolution”, Information from the

Kenya Mission To The United Nations,1972,

36. The Kipande had to show the name of his employer and
if he did not have an employer, then he could pnot

travel out of his district. Ibid,1972,.
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In Kenya the ruic oeans claimed that .hen they
discovered the country the Africnus were primitive
and that they were destroyving the properties of the
soil by band agvicultural mevhods., They were blamed
of being incapable oi the ef{rorts required to raise
themselves out of their backwaurdness, of being in-
efficient workmei, untrustworthy, «nd unable to con-
trol any type ol modern society without kuropean
directions,

The Af icans also had their assertions and hey
asserted that the huropeans h.ve stolen their land,.nd
had exploited African istor and built industries for
for their own hYenefit,-37 Between . .ese tvo racial
extremes are placed the unfortun.te Asiauns, vho are

disliked and suspected bhyboth Luropeans and fricans.

In 1925, a crucial year in Kenya jolitical Listory,
the Asians through their congress threatened to
boycott taxation on the grounds that they were
discriwinaved against. This led to what s known
as the Coryndon talks.-38

fhe Coryndon discussions, called by the sSec-
retary er State, the Duke of Devonshire, were set
up in order to resolve the whole couflict of
guropeans and Asians,
37 . John Hatch, Africa loday and Tomorrow(New York,
Frederick A, Irager,1960),p. 67,

38. "Kenya's tolitical Evolution", Information from the
Renya Mission To The United Nations,1972.
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There were then in Kenya only ten thousand Europeans
and twenty-three thousands Asians while Africans
numbered approximately three million. However,

there was not even one single African representative
there.=39 The British made great efforts to convey
the impression that Africans were satisfiod with
British rule. There were a few who professed lovalty
to the British throne, although it is doubtful wvhether
they sincerely believed it, Many of them who showed
loyalty were African. patriots of the missionary
schools, where they were taught to be loyal to the
government as a Christian virtue.

Missionaries had to support the government to
win its favor to enable them to evangelize. It was
rational for them to help the government to secure
African submission., " What could they, poor men of
God, do?" Most of them were non-British, both in
membership and organization, especially in respect
of the Catholie Church, who enjoyed no tribal favor
from the government as the Anglican church did. Thev
could not afford confrontation with the government.,
They were allowed to preach and build schools, the
wain of which was te teach religion not secular
education.-40 Until the later period of nationalist
struggle, missionaries, especially Catholics, opposed
higher learning for Afrieans. Thet aimed at sufficient
education to enable Alricans to earn a living at Scliool
Certificate leveljuniversityeducation was considered as

39. Rev. Arthur, a friend of the Africans, was permitted
to speak on behalf of Africans at the conference. 1bid,1972.

40, It was the missionaries who paved the way for African
and despite all their failures, they also paved the
way for African self-determination, 1bid, 1972.
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as being damgerous to the faith and moral of Africans.-41,

The fact that the \fricans nasses never accepted
British rule is easily proved by studying incidents
against their rule in every tribe., Documented incidents
in this report will show that it was challenged by
every tribe and all challenges were only temporarily
suppressed with the ruthless and brutal force of arms,
which succeeded due to the lack of sufficient organized
resistance by Africans; who lacked education and the
modern means of mass organization at the time,

Devonshire ruled that because Africans were
the owners of Kenya and Asians and Eurereess forred
only a handful of miuwority foreigners , he wont on
to say that the British goverument's sucreme concern
was with the native inhubitants and thet it would
not attach ruch importance Lo exanilue grievances
from only 10,000 Luropeans and 23,000 Asiaus, Ar:bs
normally took li‘tle interest in politics as they
always felt rather securein their cultural seclusion
at the coast where they have always rixed freely
and even inter-married with Africans since tle
year 700 A.D., when they settled at swonbasa,

long before Asians wnud Lurepesns came teo henya,

41, "Kenya's Political Evolutien" Informati-n from
the Kenya Mission Te The Unite! Natiors,1972.
42, 1lbid, 1972,
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Supremacy of native interest, soon became the
domestic term in goverument's circles for dealing with
muropean-Asian political clashes, although in the
Coryndon talks, Luropeans gained practically every-
thing except self-rule while Asians gained very
little. The consequences of the Duke of Devonshire's
policy of native supremacy became the cornerstone
for political development and ultimately was trans-
lated into independence.

Until 1923, Britain had formulated no definite
policy of any kind to facilitate the advancement of
Africans although British propaganda claimed responsib-
1lity for African advancement as the main reason for
her presence in Kenya., - 43, As I pointed out previously,
the colonial government had built no schools for Africans,
had no policy for improving the standards of African
agriculture and no plans for their econonic advancement,
In fact, British policy lead many to believe that the
Africans did not exist in the realm of government except
as cheap labor to be used for advancement of the economic
and social welfare of the Dritish.

henya looked as if she would inevitable become an
neo-colonial state. Meo-colonialism was a real threat
to African independence. By this, I mean the continuing
influence (economic and political) of the former col-
onial powers, which effectively undermines the politica!
independence of new developing states. The object of
neo-colonialism is to make the new state respond to
the wishes of the former colonial power,

43. 1bid,1972.
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The British enacted mueh legislation to ensure the
orderly and subservience of Africans to British and
Asian interest; exanmples being the "Kipande"(identity
card) system, hut tax and personal taxation whiclh no
doubt compelled Africans to seek employment on white
farns.-44 Africans were prohibited from planting suc!
cash crops, as coffee and tea, whicli ensured Africans
against any economic self-reliance that might threaten
the cheap labor market, sxectly for the same reason,
Africans were denied all opportunities to participate
in commercial life and salaries were Kept to the
lowest minimum,-45

sarly British policies were chiefly oriented to
ensure law and order in Africa and to establish a
reliable source of cheap labor for the new white
Farmers, and although the white settlers did even-
tually pay taxes, the blacks were forced to support
the colonial government much earlier. British coionial
policy in Kenya became so obsessed with the question
of law and order that, for half a century, it did little

else bevond what tley deemed securing law and order.-46

Until 1923, all organized political struggles
was confined to the whites and the browns. These
political struggles were based on Asian demands for
equality in political representation, government jobs
and economic opportunities,

44. It is interesting to note that whit settlers opposed
taxation. Yet they supported the taxation of Africans
and legislatively denied them all important sources of
income, backed u;) by the colonial government. I1bid,1972.

45. 1bid,1972.
46, 1bid,1972.
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The Asians cawe to uast Africa to better themselves
and many succeeded. In doing so thiey also helped to
improve the conditions in Last Africa. As the Last
Africa loyal Commission stated:"the remarkable tenacity
and courage of the Indian trader lLas been mainly respon-
sible for stimulating the wants of the indigenous
peoples, even in the remotest areas, by opening to them
a shopwindow on the modern world and for collecting for
sale elsevhere whatever small surpluses are available
for disposal".-47 The non-African trading system as it
exi“ted in East Africa was one of the most important
assets which the economy possessed,

The Lritish policy of "hative Jaramountey" was
hypocrisy designed to restrain Asian political pressure,.
The fact that the white settlers gained practically il
their demands at the Coryndon discussions, while the
Aslans nothing, is sufficient evidence to show the
importance of the talks., Ihe fact that no important
policy change was made in favor of JSricans, lollowing
the Coryndon talks, substantiates the charpges that tle
Sritish did not mean what they were preaching. Tlis
could definitely be culled Uritish hypocrisy.

Resistance to British rule was widespread in
Kenya even among the smaller tribes.

47. 1t is interesting to note that in a letter written
by a Mr. T.A. wWood in 1922, to Sir Charles Elliot,
protesting against Asian Jettlement in Kenya; stated
that the Asians were detrimental to white settlers

in particular,and to the natives inhabitants in general,
Mr. Wood's letter reveals the colonial thinking of the

day. William ». Lineberry, 5%33 Africa (Nev York,
The H.w.Wilson Co., 1968),p.3
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YMost Africans resistance became manifested during World
War I,. when British soldiers in henya captured whatever
they wanted from the Africans; under the pretence that
tkey fought for the freedom of the whole world,-48

The prime argument was that Uritish rule was never
accepted in Kenya by Kenyans except by a few individuals
whe had their own self-interest in mind, such as some
chiefs, colonial civil servants and a large percentage
of semi-educated Africans who were taught loyvalty in the
missionary schools, The central argument between the
smuropeans and Africans was concentrated upon the
European possession of land. The European's arpgument
was that the land was unoccupied when Le took it, The
Africans believed that it was actually tribal land, -49
The truth was that the land was unoccupied, but there was
no doubt that the land did belong to the tribes. The
suropeans believed that they bought the land, hovever,
the Africans could net conceive of tribal land being
bought, but only that the suropeans paid for the ton;-
orary use of the land, whicl nevertheless remained as

the possession of the tribe.

Mucli of the dissension over the land issue centered
around the white Highilands, This land yWe may remenber,
was leased out to the Luropeans on land leases up to
999 vears. The boundaries of the lighlands along with
thiose of the African reserves were defined by an Ordinance
and an Order in Council.

48.John Hateh, Africa loday and Tomorrow ( Lew York,
Frederick A, Praeger, 1960) p, 69,

49.1bid, 69,
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This meant that any changes in the Highlands'
boundaries required the permission of the High-
lands Doard. According to the Crown Lands Ord-
inance of 1938, each of these land leases implied
an agreement that he shall not without the consent
of tlhe Qovernor-in-Council appoint or allow a non-
-~uropean to be manager, or otherwise to possess or
to be in control of the land leased.=50

Land shortages were attributed to the Buropean
monopoly. However, tlie lLuropeans argued that it was
not only their land which was protected on a racial
basis, but also that of the Africans. in their reserves,
The British's arpument was that if the white monopoly
is to be abolished then there could be no reason for
preserving the existing system in whicli luropeans

wvere prevented from buying land in the African reserves.-51

Land was a significant issue, for land had a far
more than an econemic value to the African tribes.
Land had a deeply spiritual gravity to the Africans.
The whole of his social and cultural peranective, all
his tribal customs and practices, are derived from
the land.

50. John Hatch, Africa Today and fomorrew ( asew York,
frederick A. Praeger, 1960) p.69,

51. Ibid' 1‘0690



Chapter IV
Racialism and Lxploitation

200n after world war 1, ther was an energence
of a first generation of educated Africans, who had
received the benefits of education and resulting
enlightment. This nucleus of elite was to be strengtii-
ened by a regular stream of graduates from such places
of learning as Mangu and Alliance; these two missinary
secondary schools for Africans have since provided the
majority of the men who new form Kenya's cabinet,
leading businessmen an! Unaversity staff.-52 As it wos
to proven later, contrary to missionary and government
expectations, these gradustes did not turn out to be
the loyal subjects of the Uritish enipire that they
were trained to be, Instead, theyv provided the first

pillars of African nationalism in Lhenva,

In this chapter , we will examine the attempts
made by that eariy generation of educated Africans
to release thesr country from the iniquities of
racialism and exploitation of their people by a
minority group of foreigners,

Just how far were Afriéah grievances justified:
Were Africans really wronged against? " surely, they
benefited a great deal from their contact with suropeans,
especially through missionary education, thus benefiting
«rom western civilization,"-53 Perhaps, they should
have been content and grateful to the Zuropeans instea!

52, "Kenya's lolitical Evolution", Information fror the
Kenya Mission To The United Nations. 1972,

53. 1Ibid,1972.
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of grunbling aed seesing to overthrow their rule.
The erux of the argucent botween whites and Afrieans
vas, of course, woether .enta was to become an
African state,

‘he expulsion of Huroneans and Asians was not
the motive behind the strugpgle for self-determination.
However, many Buropeans and Asians chose to go hone
rather than become citizens of Kenya, The Asians
chose to be Lnglish rather than Kenyan or Indian,
Conflicts between Africans and Asians living in Lenva
was sharpening. There were approximately two hundred
thousand Indians, who had a near monopoly over small
businesses., The Kenyans felt that the Indians were

deliberately seeking to keep them out of businesses.-54

Characteristically the Asians were shopkeepers
and businessmen. In Kenya over thirty-three per cent
of Asians were dependent on trade (Tanzania about 50%.
and in Uganda over 50/).-55 The Asians were in danger
of being subjected to discrimination, They Lad been
offered, and many accepted British citzenship when
Kenya gained independence in 1963, raced with this
sudden flood of Asian immigration, the Uritish
government moved to limit the number of Asians from
Renya it would actually accept. Meanwhile, Kenyan
authorities seemed reluctant to ease pressure on its
non-citizen Asians, who had chosen to give their
loyalty to ilhe departing colonial power rather

54, Dusiness week, September 2, 1967,
55. William P, Lineberry, Last Africa (The H.¥. Wilson Co.,
1‘)()(,’) Pe 110.
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than to the new nation in which they would reside.=56

11
The question of African justification of the revolt
in henya is easily answered. Contrary to Uritain's
acclaimed concern for the interests of Africans as
of leading importance, her policy on race relations

in henva remained unchanged until forced to change,

Une of the most bitter controversies which has
raged between the indigenous people and the settlers in
henya and elsewhere was that concerning lang. Thousands
upon thousands of Africans, whose nncestnr:‘.BVe been in
the country for generations were landless and jobless.
At the same time. large tracts of the country were owned
by Luropeans,none of whom have been there for more

than two, or peruhaps three, generations,

Under land ordinances enacted by the colonial
administration, the British Commissioner could sell
up to 1,000 acres to white settlers at thirtyv-seven cents
per acre. The Africans owned their land under indefinite
Jative Land Reserve Urdinances, which not only gave tler
no security of land title, but allowed the commissioner,
by siniliar acts,to seize and dicpose of those lands in
any manner he thought fit,-57 This included setling it
for white settlement, Naturally this created a deep
sense of grievance among the Africans and,according to
‘lboya,it also created a corresponding sense of puilt
and uncertainty amonz the Huropeans,
56." Kenya's Jiolitical Lvolution," Information from the
Kenya Mission To The United Nations, 1972,

In 1968 an international problem had errupted, when
the 160,000 Asians living in Kenya came under grow-
ing pressures from Kenyan authorities to leave the
country.

57. 1bid,1972.
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sesides the land issue there was aleo econorie
diserimination. The African emplovers roceived

in sone cases only a fifth of the pay received by
surcpeans. These liseriminatory wage scales operated

in local government and in civil service and industry,-5!

Although Arlricans wanted to enter commerce and

comrercial farming, i‘{ was nade deliberately difficult

for them in order to ensure a reliable source of cheap
labor for Buropeans and Asian enterprise, After thirty
years of the influence of the more enlightened communitics
from Asia and Burope, the situation that existed was as so:
OUf the 225,000 square miles of Renyva, 164,000 square riles
belonged to tn. Crown, while 11,000 of the remaining arceas
was known as the " White lighlands" and so.d off to new
settlers., The remaining 50,000 square miles, of which

2,000 was seni-desert, was piven to the Alfricans, =59

According to statistics, Africans constituted more
than ninety per cent of the population and less than
one-third of the land. The Buropeans argued that Africuns'
needs were different from that of ruropean needs,"The
Africans had no social and political status in their own
country. It was almost as if his destiny rested in the
hands of rutliless mercenaries whose main concern was to
become wealthy." =60 They had no concern for the poor,

111

Kenya's first African protest group was the Kikuvu
Association organized by Harry Thiku in 1920. e preached
against the enslavement of Africans, the taking of tribal
lands for white settlement .nd argued (. rainst low salaries
for Africans,

58. Ibid,1972.
59. Ibid,1972.
60. Ibid,1972,
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In 1922, Thiku was replaced by Joseph Kangethe
aid Jomo Kenyatta who created the “ikuyu Central
Association (K.C.A.).=-60 The K.C.A's aim was to fight
for social justice, African participation in govern-
ment and to get land back from the white settiers.
1t was later classified by the British as a subversive
ovganization. After the Kikuyu Central Association, the
" Akamba Peoples Association" was formated, notivated
by kamba resentment against the government mass slaughter-
ing of their cattle because they claimed thev were
eroding the land. Other well known associations were
the " Kavirondo Tax- payers association" and tle
" Taita Hills Associatiown".-60 All of these associations
aimed at the improvement of the Africans, the elimin-
ation of social, political and racial injustices and
the recovery of their lands.

These early political parties were the first real
attempts at Africans uunity. The law did not sermit
country-wide political organizations, cutting across
tribes, So these early political parties had to remain
as tribal. However, spirtually ali these organizations
were national;" they were msivated by a feeling of
\frican brotherhood born of common grievance against

racial oppression by a foreign minority."

The political and constituiional development of
Kenya reflected a coatinued conflict between the inter-

ests of Kuropeans, Asians and Africans.

60.le was arr 'nd detained by the British at Kismayu
off the coast Renya, in 1922.Information from the
henya Mission To The United XNetions,

61, An attempt, at one time, wes made to create an @nﬁt
"African political party vo work for an East African
nation, but it failed .ainly due to the lack of adequate

Communications between Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania leaders.
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British policy sought to iind a4 balance between these
inverests, and Cousititutiocnal progress reflected tle
changing power relationships, In the ivterwar years

thie vajor clhallenge to Huropean political power came
from Asians who sought to yuin equality with Europeans

in governneutal representative institutions.

This challense was successfully resisted, but
in the postwar period a more dynamic threat came from
African nationalism, Africans male use of both lesal
aud nonlegal methods in their struggle for power with

Luropeans,

African Nationalisn was changing tle complexion
of the country. It has arisen in «ll territories in
Africa. It existence i1s accepted :s being real,
but there was ruch uucert.inty as to what it was, Lord
Harley, in his "Africau survey" believed that it

"Afrzcauism" .-62

should net be called natiovnalism, but
what made African nationaliswp difrerent? It

could possible be that there were hardiy any true

nations in Africa that could encourage a pri'e of

nationhood. kenya did not exist before the twentieth

century, and its boundaries were arbitrary creation of

the British administrators, orossing over tribes and races,

It is often contemplate! thut tribal support
is still much the predominent force in wrost of
Afrieca, and the states coul! he easily divided up
into tribes again, s the) nce existed before the
white men invaded their privacy, In some of tle
multi-racial states in Africa , tlie situation is
complicated by the presence of other minorit.es, who

exi1st as buffers Letwee blaoch & white,=63
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wlio is really to blame for violeuce and isn't
true that violence is the only method by which
nationalist can awaken the world to the plight of
their people. "For the efrective struggle against
colonratism and for the work of economic reconstruection
after independance, it has come to be accepted tl..t
vou need a nationalist movenment., "=64 A notionalist
movement should sean the mobilization of all available
groups of people in the country for the single struggle,
"Mobilization is plauned on the assumption that for
the time being what is needed is to win independence

and gain power to determine one's cwn destiny",.-65

"The people have to be organized so that tley
are like an wrmy. They must have a syrbol," =66
In rany cases itlhie symhol is tlie national leader
himself, (Jomo Kenyatte) and it is necessary to
have this type of svmbol of a heroic fatler figure
if yon arc to acquire conplete control among the
different groups and presonalities, A national
leader must L.ve an organization whose designs allow
hi- %o lead and also to impose discipline. It must
be a mass movement which embraces all and displays
their ability to hold mass political rallies all over
the country. In the process of mass robilization,
leaderslip is meeded to act as a rallying point.

63. Anthony Sampson, Lommon sense About Africa ( New Vork,
The MacMillan Co., 1961)), p.32

64, Igsxghoy. Fpggﬁom End After( Boston, Little lrown
an 0.y 7637, Pad- -

65. 1bid, p.55.
66, Ibid, p.56.
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In establishing a mass nationalists movement in
henya, many obstacles arose. It was not until June
1955, after the Emergency had been in force for nearly
three years, that the government allowed them to form
political parties and theses were only allowed to be
organized on district basis. It was not until after
the Lancaster louse conference in 1960 that the govern-
ment allowed an African party to organize nationally.-67
It was also believed that district organizations could
develop into a direct threat to national unity. Whv?
Tiie answer was that because district loyalties were
developing and reflecting tribal loyalties and district

and triba! boundaries were often the same.

67. The official explanation was that this was to
encourage a simple and orderly development of
African political life. Tt did evervthing except
that., It preatly apgravatea tribalism, Ibid, p.70.
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Chapter V:
Jau Mau Lmergency

In the years 1952 to 1956 henva suffered the worst
when Mau Mau gaugs murdered, raped, pillaged, tortured
and burned. Mot far from the "Wwhite lighlands", in the
Aberdare Mountains and Mount Kenya forest, the Mau Mau
forces would take their oaths, vowing to drive the
white man out of Kenya, In every African colony there
existed a multitude of discontentment, feeling of
resentment and frustrations, suspicions and fears,

In Kenya these emotions ha! become active in the Mau
Mau movement and since 1952 has resulted in open civil
conflict,

To understand the development of Mau Mau and its
importance in the Kenvan situation, one should begin
by examining the specially African pgrievances which
have played a major part in the growth of this move-

ment.

The development of the Mau liau movement can really
be divided into two phases, There was first, the
rational political stage in which African leaders were
formulating and expreasing the general African demand
for reform. The second phase is that role that

witcheraft and su erstition dominated,

Une might question the elimination of land from
My reasons. Africans in Kenya over the past t irty
years have been demanding more land, better wages, the
abolition of the color bar and equal status for all,
This can be categorized as constituting a general
African demand, not being confined to the Mau Mau

movement, These demands correspond in part to the
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normal claims of the underprivileged in any nation as

it develops political consciousness.

Although, the Mau Mau uprising, led by the Kikuyus,
was the strongest and most effective political catalyst
movement instituted in Kenya against SBritish imperial-
ism, 1t was not the first. Ilts intensity rested in the
fact that when it started Africans were already enlight-
ened and better equipped for political organization.-68
nvery tribe, big and small, such as the Luo, the
Kalenjin, the Giriama, the Baluhya and others can prove
past resistance to British rule. It was believed that
Mau Mau was the child of economic and social problems
which had accumulated over the years and which Lad not
found any resolution through constituted channels.-69

There were problems of discrimination against
Africans in different forms. There was discrimination
in employvment and in salaries; refusals by government
to allow Africans to grow cash crops which was enforce!
by British legislation, There was discrimination in
post offices, hotels and restaurants supported by a
povernment whicl had made liquor laws that declared
as an offense the se ling or serving of an African
with Luropean liquor,-70 The British also produced
discrimination in extending aid to schools and hLosp-
itals established on a social basis and there existed
an absence of African representation in the iegislature
nor were they allowved any voice at all in the government,

68.John Hatch, Africa Todayv and Tomorrow( New York, rrederick
A. Yraeger, 1960) p. 67,

69. g!“‘hggsm” er(Poston . Toronto, Little,
Brown and vo., 1963), p.40,

70. Ibid, p.40.
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All these provocations created frustrations which
accumulated over the years. On top of all this there

was also the sensitive problem of land.-T1

An atmosphere was created over the land question
in which it was no longer possible to reason. The
subject became so emotional, Many families were
removed from the land in order to make room for white
settlement, and the fact that Africans never accepted
the argument that the land had been found empty and
uninhabited. Most Africans believed that,although the
land was not fenced in, each segment of land was under
claims by the different tribes; even though theyv were
not actually using the land. This was the background
of African logic at the time of the Lmergency.

Some peojle argued that !lau Mau was the result
of a revolt by the Africans against civilization and
Christianity, but 1 tend to reject this in favor of
all the other reasons that 1 have illustrated, but
oue can propably develop a feasible argument in favor

of what I tend to reject.

Carl G. llosberg and John XNottingham, authors
of " The Myth of Mau Mau: Nationalism 1in Kenya", both
contended that the evertightening vice of white domination,
not African, precipitated this violent reaction. The

causes of Mau Mau are very implanted.

The two authors traced LHuropean penetration and
coloni,ation from the early primitive expeditions against
resistive tribesmen,

71. The land issue, though not a main reason for Mau }Mau,
helps to explain why the Man Mau revolution was largely

contained in one mrea of the country: the Central
Province and the Rift Valley. lbid, p.40
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The Africans confronted disposition of their land at
the hands of the whites in Africa and they were heing
compelled to endure their existence on land which
could not substain half his population. They were
also forced by taxes to work his former land as the
poorly paid employee of the white settler.-72

with little prospect of alleviation, the outcome
was inevitable, from petitions and constitutional
protest to a militant nationalism employing direct
action in seeking a new political order. " Mau Mau had
become, in the minds of some contemporary African
radicals, the quintessence of the permanent revolution

advocated by their new prophet of violence; Fritz Fanon".-=73

In his book "The Wretched of the uarth", Fritz Fanon
sees combat and violence as necessarv to the trans-
figuration of colonial peoples. unly then will they be
emotionally free and, hence, able to create unified,
truly independent nations. The Fanon cultists claimed
that Mau Mau was a purifying fire and acclaimed it to
those developing countries which escaped violence in

their struggle for nationhood, and thus are not clean-ed.-741
II

The Kikuyu tribesmen, because of their closer
exposure to the colonial government, suffered most
from their injustices and decided to stage a show-
down with that government.rFor some time before the
insurrecticn of violence in 1952, the government had
been receiving reports from informers that some Kikuvu
72.Martvin Lowenbopf," Uplieaval in Kenya,"lhe New Republic,

February 25, 1967,p.34.

73. 1bid,p.35

74. rresent developments in Kenya appear to elie Fanon's
claim, for the Kikuyu led government of Kenyva seems
rather to be pursing goals set by the former colonial
power than bv the apostles of purification by fire and
blood, Ib#,yp.35.
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were taking oaths to oppose the government and to
bring about political reforms by civil disobedience.

The go;érnor, Sir Philip Mitchell, who had assoc-
tated more with the Kikuyu than any other gove had
ever Jdone, is reported to have said}] The Kiku
w00 noble for that kind of thing."-75 He dismissed
any warniag of a possible violent uprising by the
Alkuyu as completely improbable and the reports as
fallacious. llowever, as history reveals it, Mau Mau
drew its support almost exclusively from one tribe.
{hat tribe was the Likuyu whb had-come closer to the
wuropean mental outlook than any other African tribe
and according to !litchell was too noble to start a
revolution,

The Kikuyu trabe had closer contact with furopean
civilization for they provided numerous clerks in
government offices, many of the most experienced hands
on the EHuropean farms, and the bulk of the workers in
Nairobi. The Kikuyu are natural cultivators, the most
intelligent and hardest working of all Kenya's tribes,
tiven good land and some instructions, thev know what
has to be done. They were also noted for their de-
votion to education. =76 Uf all the tribes in Kenva,
the Kikuyus had the sreatest colleciive respects for
the binding power of both secular and ocecult oaths.-77
They had a collective passion for secret societies and

folk fondness for thei traditional tribal cerermonies.

The Kikuyus, because of their higher stage of
advancement, had felt the frustrations of the color
bar more than the other tribes did,
75." Kenya's Politiecal Evolution," Information from the Kenva

Mission To The United Nations, 1972,

76, 1bid.
77. Aibid,
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In the early days of kuropean contact, they were
friendly and co-operative people, but they had become
eribittered and frustrated through the pressure on their
land, and their rejection by westernized! society when
they attempted to enter it. 5o, Mau lau here was

primarily a social revolt, -78

fle hikuyus were noble, but governor llitchell Lad
become too accustomed to his racial administration and
had fallen victim to the obsurdity of believing racism
was a virtuous comnodity. Sir Philip Mitichell not only
tgnored African demands made througl suclh organized
moverent as the K,A,N,V,, but also ignored information
from his own secret agency.-79 However, during this
time there were some Curopeans who held themselves above
the folly of racism and who constantly manifested their
wrath against the injustices perpetrated by the colonial

authorities, -850

It is not easy to write about such men or to judge
their contributions, but many Kenyvans will remember men
such as: C.V. Cook, who always stood up for African
rights in the Luropean, Asian, African disputes. The
Derek Lrskine family were phenomenal in their out-and-
out support of the African cause. Perhaps, the least
known is Mr., Warwick; a teacher of Swahili in one of
the Kenyan secondary schools at Nveri. His novel
published in 1938 by George G. Harrop and Co., Ltd.,
was a satire entitled " The Adventures of a trodigal”
and aimed at exposing and ridiculing the folly of
ruropean racists in lkenya., -81
7&.John Hatch, Africa Today and lomorrow(New .ork, Frederick

A. Yraegzer, 1960) p. 72.

79.3ir Philip Mitchell made the appalling mistake of failing
to appreciate the severity of the situation confronting him,

Information from The Kenva Hission Tuo The United sations.

80. 1bid.
81, Ibid.
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In Uctober 1952 a state of emergency was pro=-
claimed, Isolated cases of violence against certain
individuals had started early in the year and was
later to reach the dimension of open war bhetween
the Mau Mau nationalists and freedom fighters on
the other side and the colonial government troops
on ther other. The aim was direct military con-
frontation with the colonial government to force it
to liste  to African demands that it has ignored

for over fifty years.

. - Some prominent Africans , incluling such
personalities as Senior Chief waruhiu of Kiambu aud
Tom Mbotela, the Secretary-General of KAU, feil euarly
victims of the war. their deaths shocked the colonial
government an' served to convinee then that Africans
were determined to go to any extremes to obtain
compensation for their overdue grievaices. -6
According to informetion obtainod from the Kenya
missionary, it appears, they had had no intention

of killing Africans at first and the murder of

Chief Waruhiu and Tom Mbotela where provoked by

the embarrassing activities of the viectims them=-
celves: Chief Waruhiu's , a prominent Christian

and also a prominent governrent spokesman, 1life
couldn't be spared. The same goes for Tom Mbotela

for he believed in constitutional progress and was

a firm opponent of tie use of force as a political
weapon., He held public meetings in Nairobi regularly
to denounce Mau lau.

86, " Kenya's Political xvolution", Information from The
henya Mission To The United lation's
Many Africans regarded such men as !Mbotela and
waruhiu as misguided colonial stooges, whose
activities were detrim tal to the fight for
liberty.
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Ihe goverument responded with alarm and proclaimed
@ " state of emergency" on thz 20th of Uctober 1952-87
At 12:45 a.m. on Uctober 21, 1952, Jomo Renyatta, President
of the Kenya Africa Union, whose oratorical power had
captured the hearts and imagination of the Rikuyu,was
arrested at his home in Gatundu by the assistant
superintendent of police lenton and some eighty policeren
and charged with managing Mau au. Also arrested was
faul Ngei, Bildad Laggia, Achieng Oneko, Fred Kubai and
Aung'u Karumba( K.A.U. leaders).-88 The size of the troops
sent to arrest Kenyatta was not only a measure of panic that
the government was feeling, but was also an indirect sipgn

of the fear and respect thev accorded hin,

The Mau Mau movement, which brought bloodshed to
henva, was a blend of the ancient and modern. It owed
much to the spirit of African nationalism and the trale
union agitation which was growing in tle town. Some
Jdau Mau leaders wanted to destroy the white man, others

wanted to uproot every vestige of Luropean civilization,

In April 1953, Jomo kRenyatta was sentenced to seven
years imprisonment on the charges of administrating the
revolt of the Kikuyu. Meanwhile, the country had degen-
erated into civil war with Kikuyu fighting Kikuyu and
British forces combing the forest of the Aberdares for
the terrorist gangs who raided the villages and out-
lying Buropean farms; butching the occupants.

87. " kenya's Political Evolution", Information from the

Kenya Mission To The United Nationg,1972,
This day is now known as Lenvatta day,

58. Ibid.
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Coatrary to expectations, the arrest of those

hat the government reparded as leaders of Mau Mau,
did not bring about the desired effect. The govern-—
ment reacted with inhuman acts such as indisceriminate
punishment of Kikuyu tribesmen regardless of whether
they were guilty or innocent. The Mau au's on the
other hand directed their attack at those who were
open critics of dau lauj strong supporters of the col-
onial regime or at Luropean settlers, administrators
and soldiers in particular, (hey also directed their
attack at Huropean farms; maiming the cattle and destrov-

ing the crops, - 89

The greatest damage done by Mau !lau crisis was to
the configuration of African politiecs. The Mau Mau
movement, as [ have stated before, was almost solely a
Kikuyu movement, so that when freedom was finally obtained
there was a tendency for the Likuvu tribesmen to take all
the credit for it, and to look on the other tribes as
ex-collaborators and almost second class citizens, It is
certain that the tribal division ian Kenya politics
today are due to the tribal emphasis laid down by the

Mau Mau, =90

The Mau liau rebellion claimed the lifes of fiftv-
Lree wsuropeans and twenty thousands Africans (1952-53),-91
However, it is immaterial that in that war more Africans
died than Buropeans. The important point is that worll
opinion in favor of African demands was ultimately
attracted to the Kenya political scene in a manner that
was bound to make the Dritish authorities re-apprais:
their shortsighited and indefensible policies,
89, 1bid,

90. C.P.hiroy, mast Africa( New York, David White, 1962) p,49,
91. Ibid. p.49.



It is true that Africans suffered from Mau Mau,but
this is true of many revolutions and anti-colonial up-
risings. It is normally the indigenous peopi» who suffer
the most and the herya situation did not appear to be
unique historically. Mau Mau violence was met bv even
greater violence from the British government and its
security forces. If we must condemn the violence of
the llau Mau, we must equally condemn British vinlence
against it, During the emergency most of the publicity
was centered around what the revolutionary groups did
and very little was told about the activities of the

security forces.- 92

It was after the declaration of a state of emer-
ency that 'au Mau organized themselves into a militant
movement. The followers mipgrated to the Aberdares, Mt.
Aenya and the forest, where thev trained and emerged to
fight the pgovernment forces. Attacking police posts to
acquire weaponds, they also manufactired their own weapons,-93
Until the " Emergency" Mau Mau were only concerned with
recruiting members and storing weapons. It has since
been alleged that they had startec purchasing and con-
fiscating guns as earlier as 1946 at the end of the

Second World war; this has never really been verified,

92. It is unlikely that the full story will ever be told,
because at most distriets headquarters there lhad Yeen
bonfires of documents relating to the Lmergencyv ,eriod,
Tom Mboray? Freedom and After ( "oston., Toronto,

Little Brown and Co., 19A3) p.43.

93. Information from the Kenya Mission To The United! \ations
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If one can draw a pgzneral formula,it might be that;
in any colony where there has been considerable white
settlement. violence has become inevitable, although it
was not the original policy of the nationalist party-14
The reason is that where there has been white settlement,
there has been resistance *» constitutional change an
and this created more obstacles to nationalism. It is
also true that it was not until the revolution had
started that reasonable resolutions beparn to oceur

towards the improvement of Afriecan conditions. iu Kenya.

The color bar began to dis.ppear, racial discrim-
ination in the civil service was abolished by the hLidbu..
heport in 1955, wages inmproved and in some ways, Afr.co.
vere granted greater recognition.-95 The most remarkaule
aspect of the revolution was the fact that,in spite of it,
and, indeed, perhaps partly because of it, progress had
developed even more rapidly than previously towards
inter-racial co-operation. In 1954 a new constitution
had been introduced which was created on the principle

of active participation of all the races.

In the new constitution the legislative council
remained as before with the governor as president,a
vice president and speaker , eight ex-officia members,
eighteen nominated members, twenty-onc elected members
and seven representative members. Of tle twentv- one
members who were elected, fourteen were kLuropeans, six
were Indians and one was ar ‘rah, The seven representative
members consisted of A s and one Arab,
94 .Uganda and Tenzania cscap.. this form of violence on tlieir
paths to independence. Nyasaland and northern ilhodesia

had to pass througl it in 1959 and 1961, Tom Mboya, Freedom
and After ( Doston, Little l'rown Co., 1963) p.44,
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nominated by the governor with the approval of each race.-96

Three facts emergel from the constitution of this
council: The first was that in Kenya representation was
based on equality between Luropean and non- Buropean
( there being sixteen surope an members, six Indians,
eight Africans and two Arabs). The second important
point was that no African elections were permitted
until 1957 and there was no confidence shown as to the

legitmacy of African leadership. =97

John liatch, the author of " Africa Today and Tomorrow",
declared that this alone caused considerable resentrent
amongst the Africans and resulted in poli‘ical confusion
amongst them. Thirdly, a new form of government was
introduced within this constitution. It was known as
the Council of Ministers and was composed of the governor,
the deputy governor, six official members, six unofficial
members and two nominated members., OUf the six unofficial,
three were Luropeans, two were Asians and one African.-98
In October 1956, an extra African «nd an additional
Luropean was added to the Council of Ministers, leaving
the ratio of elected ministers at four Luropeans, two
Africans and two asians.
95.ibid, p.44.

96.John Hatch, Africa Today and Tomorrow (New York,Frederick
A. Praeger 1960)p.73.

(',7~Ibid., po74n
98.1bid,p.75.
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John liatch believed that after this new form of multi-
racial government came into operation, bitterness in
henya considerably increased. The Africans complained
that only a veneer of democracy was offered them, however,
early in 1957 the first elections were held., Now
anxious to prepare henya for as painless a transition
to independence as possible, a new constitution was
formed to give the Africans a substantial governing
role. National elections were held again in 1961 and

a new cabinet was formed in which Africans held four
out of twelve ministries. The Mau Mau movement spurred

the pace of Kenyan independence.

IV
"The Struggle Between the Two .ides"

At the beginning,the !lau Mau movement seemed to have
little military organization because it confined itself
to sporadic cases of suprise nurders of over-enthusiastic
African loyalists and other opponents to their cause.
Nairobi became a regular locale of murders. The people
of Nairobi were even afraid to go to church or to discuss
politics,except with members of their own family and
exceptionally trusted friends. The reasons behind this
fear of terror was British proparanda which condemned
Mau Mau as being anti-Christian( which I had ruled out as
a reason for the spread of violence), and that the men
they Kiiled were killed for no other reason than that they
were either too good Christians or strong opponents of the
so-called Mau Mau campaign; against progress and freedom
of conscience.-99

99. " Kenya's Political Evolution", Information from the
senya Mission To The United Nations.
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fhe Mau lau were not given a chance to denounce
those lies and many well meaning sincere supporters
of the noble aims of African nationalism, human equal=
ity and self-determination for African peoples, which
were the aims of Mau !lau, were turned apgainst their
fellow man. Unfortunately, British propapanda support-

ers had several incidents to support their accusations,

Some missionaries,including Catholic priests,

engaged in severe ¢ nunciation of Mau Mau. Such miss-
ionaries sometimes incurred the wrath of the Mau Mau and
became victims of their attacks, which seemed to confirn
British propaganda that the Mau Mau were against every-
thing good in Lhumanity especially Christianity and

what they called civilization. =100 Actually, the Mau Mau
were against those who acted in collusion with the

colonial government against them, not agrainst religion.

According to several reports, it sccred as if they
Knew their enemies because in everyv area of the Centra!
rovince and in all of Nairobi, the Mau 'lau had local
councils which examined the movement of all the inhabit nts,-1
Therefore they Ynew who needed physieal elimination and

who needed surveillance.

The Africans saw Mau Mau as a state within a state,
a government within a government, because of the central
body in Nairobi known as the "war Council"”, whose function
was to assist the l'arliament of Kenva, which was the
supreme Mau lau governing body controlling all fighters
and supporters under Dedan Kiamathi( commander of }au Mau

troops in the Aberdares forest).-102

100. 1bid.
101. Ibid.
102, 1bid.
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buring the later part of 1953 and 1955 the Mau Man
appeared to have been so well organized, that it seered
British rule in Kenya was seriously threatened. It scemod
at that moment that the British Army was losing the war
because of the number of succes:*:! battles the insurrect-

tonist engaged against governmen’ ces.,-103

March 26th., 1953 marked th- beginning of the bitter
seven years armed struggle betwecn Mau Mau and colnia!
government troops. 1 am referring to the Lari massacroe
which had been deliberately arraunged to coincide with the
strategic raid on the Naivasha police armory which,it 1s
said, left the police with very . little fire power.-104
it vas. atfter the two incidents that large British mil-
1tary forces were flown to Lenya from the Middle Hast
under Commander General 5Sir George irshine and aided
with troops from Uganga and Tanzania and the increaseod

fhenya army and police.-1C5

Mdau Mau soldiers clearly demonstrated to evervone
that they were not inferior in fightine techniques. They
were daring men who were not afraid to face their enenies
even after reinforcements arrived. The biggest !isadvant-
age of the rebellious group was that they had been forced
into war before theyv had acquired all the arms that theyv

needed and before they won mass support.-106

103. In view of the nature of the whole war it is difficult
to determine accurate figures, but it is safe to say
that Mau Mau had well over 40,000 well-armed and well-
trained soldiers using captured modern fire-arm and
home made guns by 1954, [bid, 1972,

i04, The idea of combining the Lari massacre and Naivasha
raid was calculated to shock the whole country and to
show the British just how far the Mau Mau were ready
to go to force uvhe British to listen to their dempands.
Ibid.

105, Ibid.

106, Their factories for manufacture of weapons and home-made
bombs at Thika, hibiriono and liuriva were destroyed and
this weakened their military power considerably. 1Ibid.
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{o their advantage, the Meu Mau knew the terrain and

had sympathizers in the country who sent them fore -
wvarnings of Dritish movement. As I showed be..ore their
tntelligent forces were at work in Nairoebi. S0, althuugh
Gratish troops attacked them from all angles, by air and
by land, they seemed like ghosts invisible and invincible,
They were masters of guerilla warfare,

Many suropean settlers volu.teered to joir forees
with the government forces to fight the Mau Man., A crou
known as the Home Guards, thov-" thev openly sympathip
with many of theé demands of !au Mau, opposed the violerne

means they used to achieve their peneral ains,-107

The state of war lasted until 196U, however, by 10%¢
the main sting of Mau Mau supremacy was already bepinning
to decline. Wwhat led to its deecline? Probably because of
the ever-increasing British propaganda, the diminishing:
supply of Mau Mau munitions and the strengthening »f

Home %uards by arms and training.

fhe British propaganda movement utilized radio, ile
cincma and free newspapers and pamphlets. They depicted
the Mau ‘lau as a ghastly, bestial movement commanded by
savage men wvho were opposed to ever) :rm of progress

and who wanted to plunge Kenya back .. ;v mitive davs.-108

107. The liome Guards and their superior firearms was a main
factor why the iau Mau lost. Ibid,1972.

108, The British tended to exaggerate in the bad = deeds
that they used as propaganda. However, some leaders
were merciless killers., JIbid,
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The Kikuyu tribemen, who were a valuable 1ink
between the Mau Mau army an! their intelligence nen,
were forced into protected villages. It also became
impossible for any Mau Mau men living with the people
in the villages to give any support to their army in
the forest and by the end of 1955 it becane clear that
the Mau Mau were losing the war. However, the state of

emergsency continued until 1960,

Although the period between 1953 and 1959 was a
period of civil war and all political parties were
banned one could not state that Africans had abandoned
their demands for equality and self-determination. “hile
the war went on other nationalists kept the voice of

African grievances and the political machine revolving,

The Trade union movement was the outlet for African
grievances. BDetore 1952 the Kenya unions had been organ-
1zed by Makhan Singh, The unions of the time ecould be
compared more closely to the unions of Chartist tngland;
a century before, than they could to their modern counter-
parts in Uritain or United sStates of toda: .-109 All
African political associations, as I had stated pre-
viously, were abolished until 1955 when the parties were
allowed to organi-e once again on a district basis. The
ban on natioual parties such as K.A.U. was maintaine!
until mid=- 1960, =110

e banning of K.A.U. meant the end of any const-
ttutional opposition to the government. Any other
forr of political erganization was foredoomed to frust—
ration and the dungers of arrest were increasing., Tom
boya realized that the only possibility of fighting for

hiis people was througl the labor movements.
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The henya rederation of kegistered Trades Unions
(K.F.R.T.U.), to which his union belonged was the
only organized body that the Africans could turn to,

and they soon began to use it to rectify the grievances.

The Luo tribesme' , the second largest tribe in Kenya,
and next to the hikuvu, the most influential politically
stepped into political power while many Kikuyu politicians
were in detention camps. This was also the period when
Tom Mboya ident fied himself as a genius in political
tactics.-111

The term " Mau Mau" had no real accepted meaning
in any of the bEast African languapes. 1t was first
brought into existence by the British press and prop=-
aganda machine and was a pejorative term that was in-
tended to evoke all that was associated with "Darkest
Africa". The so-called Mau Mau never referred to
themselves or their organization by this name, They
called themselves the " Movement",the " iLand Freedom
Army" and other similar names.-112 There have been
many theories on the origin ol the term "Mau Mau",

Une of them is that it is a e rruption of the Kikuwvu

word for oath,"muma",relinquished by a British journalist
covering a trial o! oath-takers.

109. Alan Rake, Tom :boya Young Han of Mew Africa ( ‘ew York,

Dou™leday and Ce., Inc., 1962), pages 82,83,

110. 1lbid, p.91.

111, " Keuya's Yolitical Evolution", Information from the lLenva
Mission To The United Nations,
Un March 10, 1957, Mboya was the first African to be
declared elected to the legislative council, op. cit.,
o U

112. Ibid, 1972,
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Another one 1s that it is the noise one makes when one
eats greedily hot food, and the term was used by hikuvuy
to designate greedy people. ©till another theory savs
it vas a code word used by oath-takers; the Likuyu words
" uma,uma" transposed means get out, get out, and vet
another says it is the abbreviation of the Swahili saving
"Mzungu aende Uingereza, Mwafrika apate Uhuru ( Let the
white man return home so that the African can be free).-113
wnhatever the origin of th' term " Mau Mau"may stand for,

it refers to the heroic struggle tor independence.

»
A

B o EESE

113, " Kenya's Political XZvolution", Information fronm
the Lenya Mission To The lhited Nations, 1972.
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pter V1

Kenya's Fight For Independence

Sofar, we heove tried to trace Kenya's political
developement from the period of the first Dritish Higl
Commigsioner, as tlie governor was then cal!ed, 3ir
Charles Elliot in 1901 to the period of the Mav Mau
armed strupgle against the colonial government in
the 1950's, I tried to sliow that the early arms
of the British presence in Kenya was not to bring
Western civilazation to Africans. I have also tried
to indicate how the early politics of Kenya was
dominated by thewhite settlers, preoccupation with
land and labor, and Asian conflict with Europeans

for equality,

Afric.ns ¢id not matter, although th « was a
indefinite commitment by the ‘'ritish t
their interests but tle British govern
or nothing about it. At tle Corynder~
we saw that there was a political
from the Indian move to boyc
to torce the colonial gover
claims for equality with
of politics and econony,
sgainst them., ilowever,1
to African 1nterest was
in what was known as tlb
which the British gove:
demand for independens

Kenys did not belong selonged to ..
Africans and that Br y was aimed at the
developement of Keny cans more than for

Asiuns uwnd Buropeans,

Sk A
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Mau Mau had made the Kenva government take a closer

looi. to the demands of the African people and changes
vere promised on the constitutional level, By 1957

the British ultinately staurted to respond to African
demands for political reforms, social justice and
equality between the races, Until 1951 there had

only been one African member in the legislative council.l14
fhe Lyttelton coustitution in 1954 brought the first

8ix African elected members into the legislative council
and the Lennox=Boyd plan in 1957 inecreased this to
fourteent Hoth these constitutional chonpges came

during the Bmerpencv}lsThese changes might lead anv-

one to believe that had it not been for Mau Mau, per-
haps these changes would never have tauken nlace; at

any rate, thev wvould never have come as quicklv as

they dad.

[n 1954 the Colunial secretary, Lyttleton realized
that something had to be doue 1f the Mau Mau were to
be brought to an end. He visted Kenya to meet local
politicians and to study the political scene. lie
introduced what was wnown as the Lyttleton plan which
was intended to deceive the Africans thet the govern-
ment was 1interested in their political adv .ncement
in order to win their support against the Mau Mau.-116
114, Alan kake, lom Mboya ;’ggng ‘i@g of New Africa (New York,
Doubleday and Co.,Ilnec.,1962), page 113.

115, Tom Mbova, Ireedom and After( Boston. Toronte, Little
Brown and Co., 1933;,p.44

116, " Kenya's Political Evolution", Information from the
Kenva Mission To The "nited Nations,K '972,
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The Lyttleton muitiracial constitution was
imposed on Lenya's political groups because they
were unable to agree among themselves. The plan
ofrered to abolish the membership system in which
settlers dominated the government and to introduce a
ministerial system and war council to advise the govern-

ment on how to handle the question of the lau Mau .

fo win African support against the Mau M u, 1t offered
one ministry to the Africans; the Jdinistry of Community
Development., Lyttleton believed that would satisfy the
Africans and win their support against the lau Yaw. =117
The Lyttleton plan, as I had shown before, provided a
ministerial system og governcent as opposed to the former
system where they yad executive officers, instead of
{inisters, assisting the governor in the adewinistration
of the country. Under the plan, which was enacted immer-
iately after the visit of the Secretarv of State, Africans
had 14 seats, equal to Xuropeans elected seats althoupgh
Furopeans outnumbered them by far in nominated and soecia’
seats.=112 The constitution came at the height of the
“Emergency" whan all the K.A.U. leaders vwere imprisoned,
so that,it fell on the kenyva Federation of Labor 1, exnress

the African reaction,

The Lyttleton plan which was to have lasted until
1960 had been brought to an end in 1958 after seven
months of determined opposition by the African members.
(Mev rejrcted the plan becouse there was no direci re-
pre<entation of Africans ( the governor was to appoint
the six members to the legislative council).

117 Foreign Affairs , October 1970,V0l1.49. NO.1. p.113
It would appear that Mau Mav acted as a catalyst to
political activity, for the other tribes picked up
the political battle through constitutionel means
wvhere the Kiuyu left it to take to armed struggle.

118, Information from the Lenya Mission To The ' ~ited lations.
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A second reason was that the African minister was going
to be used teo make the world believe that the Africans
were participating in government, slthough, in fact he

was a tiny minority with no policy-making responsibility, -119
L

Along with the "Lyttleton" constituti an the " Lennox-
Boyd"” constitution was imposed in Lovemher 1987, i thoup!.,
this constitution in reased African representation to
the equivalence with Duropeanz in tihe iegislative councii,
it was also designed to give greater direction to obtain-
ing a political system that would cont uue to refleet the

maiitiracial charccter of the population, )

ek

The new secretary of sState, 5 r Lennox "~vd, arrived
in kenva to re-assess the position, Africans were then
demanding fifteen more seats and more ministerial posts
whieh would make theii voice in the government predominant.
They voycotted the miristerial posts and forced the Lurop=-
een Ministers to resign to make way for the Lennox- Doyd
plany, which provided one extra ministerial post for Africans,

six extra seats instead of fifteen as the Africans demanded,

eleven elected seats for eaclh race, and a Council of p
state to veto any racial legislation. -120 The Africans f
could not accept these proposals for they would have gone ':
against the fundamental principles of African nationalism, .

Now it was being introluced to Africans when Ghana was
already independent and Africans everyw.ere in the conuinent
were nearing corplete politizal emancipation. The feelings
among all educated Africans was that if their brothers

in Ghana couid rule themselves suc essfully than they too
could.-121

119, The situation could be compared to the situatiom in
‘thodesia, whic!. occurred much later, in where the
government said it wae going to appoint an African
cabinet minister, and all that happened was that
Jasper Savanhu was made a parliamentary secretary.
fom Mboya, Kreedom and After (Bostca, Little Hrown and
Co., 19A3), p. 116,
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The Lennox-Boyd jlan was being opposed even before it
was introduced,

Une of thei most fundamental objection to the new
constitution was that they were not going to be strong
enough in the legislative council and therefore they
were not preparad to accept ministries. Both the former
eight members and the newly elected six members (elected
as a concession to Africans under the new plan) opposed
in particuj;ar the specially elected twelve seats and the
and the Council of vtate which they saw as a devieo to
check African power, =122 As a result of the African
political pressure Lennox- Boyd vist ? Kenya again in
December 1959 and called for a con: erence in London to
begin in January 1960, Its purpcse was to discuss steps

A

to resolve the prcblems in Kenya politics. That conference
came to be known as the First Lancaster House Conference,

The aims of the conference was to prepare the way for
henya's independence. The first problem was to persuade
the Luropean community that a new form of government was
needed. Many of these suropeans were born in Kenya to a
position of political and economic dominance and thev could

not survive if the country was to achieve independence.

By the time of the conference the Africans were diviled ¢
into two major purties; the henya Independence Movement

120. Alan kake, Tom Mbova Young Man of New Africa ( New York,
Joubleday and Co., Inc., 1962) p.113,
121, 1bid. p.113,

122, Infromaticn from The henya Mission To The United ..ations.
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led by udinga with iboya as secretary , and the kenya
sational rarty led by hgola. However, at the conference
they were all united and they all pressed for the sare
demaunds; the release of Jomo aenyatta ( who had been the
inspiration of all Lenya African politicians) and irmed-
late measures for independence and an end 1o all racism
in the country.

The conference ran into problems right from the
beginning for the British believed that of al! the countries
that had won independence from Britain since W.v. 1I., none
have seemed so ill-prepared for nationhood as Lenya was,

Yet the British officials feared a bloody resurgence of
Mau Mauism 1f Kenya did not get its freedom. =123

L Y

Kenya's didvided leaders each had their own proposals

for a constitution, henyatta insisted on a strong cent-
ralized government with a one-house legislature and an
elected head of state. K.A.U.U,,under the leadership of
Honald Ngala, called for a 5Swiss style federation of six
largely autonomous regional constituencies, divided alonp
tribal lines, with a two-house federal parliament and a
coalition cabinet.- 124

The Lancaster constitutional conference produced
proposals for a radical revision of Kenya's existing

constitution, and laid down the principle that indep-

W e —

endence was the ultimate objective., It proposel that -
after the general election in 1961 there would be a

legislative council of sixty-five members,

123. At the opening of the conference, Britain's Colonial
secretary Keginald Maudling insisted that 3ritain
would not free the colony unless they could be sure
that they shall be handing over authority in Kenya to
a stable regime, free from oppression, free from viol-
ence, free from racial discrimination. " l.ast Chanc
Conference", Times, February 23, 1962, p. 38.
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Fifty-three would be elected on a common roll and they in
turn would elect twelve national members, cormposed of four
Africans, four Huropeans,two asians(non-muslims), one
Asian (Muslim) and one Arab. Une of the proposals
was that out of the fiftv-three seats allocated,ten would
go to the EBuropeans, eight to the Asians and two to the
Arabs. =125 This would guarantee at least twenty seats
to the minority communities. There would be communal
primary elections for the reserved seats, in order to
ensure that the candidates elected would command su, ort
from their own community.-126

Under the nev constitution the Council of Ministers
would consist of twelve Ministers; with an Arab represent-
ative having the right of attendance. There would be an o |
unofficial majority with four official and eight unofficial :
Ministers., The eight unofficial positions were to be
filled by four Africans, three Lurcpeans and one asian,
Ihe governor would retain the right to appoint Ministers.-127
The most delicate problem that the conference had to deal
with was probably what was called "Mwambao", the coastal
strip of Kenya which the Arabs and a few misled Swahili
people claimed should be detached from Kenya as part of

Lanzibar before independence; meaning that nenya would -

—

enter independence as a land-locked country,

124, K.AN.U.'s strength came from Keaya's three most power-
ful tribes: the Kikuyu, Luo and Xamba, who represented
nearly half of Kenya's entire African population,
K.A.D.,U.'s drawvs most of its support from the Masai,
Balukya and other smaller tribes who,though a minority,
occupya far bigger area than the people represented by
K.A.AN.U, Ibid,p.38.

125, U.S5. sews and world HKeport, June 6, 1963, p.643,

126, In order to qualify certain standards were set down:
ability to read and write his own language, or over
40 years of age; bolding office in a wide range of
scheduled posts at the *ime of registration; or an
income of & 75 per annum, Ibid, p.643,.

127. 1lbid, 643,
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However, the africans declared that they would do every-
thing in their power to retain tlis strip of land, 1t

soon ceased to be an issue in the politics of independence.

The outcome of the"lLondon Conference"astounded and
caused some dismay among the uropeans in Kenya. Although
the EHuropeans dominated the African economy, the luropean
community recognized the need for change and accepted the
general plan of the new consvitution, However, the
furopeans resented the fact that in the future they would
be v sble to send representatives of their own choice to
the legislative council, They actualiy believed that tle
new constitution would lead to an improvement of racial
relations and would create a srable government which was
essential to the expansion of an economy dependent on over-
seas 1nvestment.

Although the first Lancaster House Conference con-
ceded to African demands; such a= an elected parliament
majority, a promise for ifdependence , some African nol-
iticians did not think that was enough and upon the return
of the African elected members from the Londop several
demands were still eminent: The release of Kenyatta, the
sliite Highlands, and the call for an independent African
governnment, which was intended to replace the new constit-

ution.,

The White Highlands, solely for Zuropean ownership,
was to be altered and Huropean owned farms were to be
reduced in size and land was to be expropriated for the
settlement of African peasants, Luropean extremist, too,
were dissatisfied,=-128 The first Lancaster liouse Conference
marked the beginning of a dark period of tribal nightmares
that bedevilled Kenya politics until the dav when h.A.D.U.

was voluntaril dissolved in 1964,

128, Information from the Kenya Mission To The United Nations,
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Chaprer VII:

Nation Building

l'oilowing the iLancaster liouse .onference twu nautional
African perties were forced: [lie nenya airican National
Union( A.A.MN.U,) and the Renya African Uemoecratic Union

(K.A.D.U.), which later came tn dominate pnlitics,

Ked.n.Uayled at rirst by James Gichuru, Tom *bova
and Uginga Udinga, won about 675 of the votes cast and
nineteen of the open seats in the general election of
February 1961.-129 hKh.A.0..., led by wonald Ngala and
Masinde Muliro, gained only 16,4: of the vote, but
eleven of its party members were returned in the contest
for the open seats., They were supported by tle lew henya
rarty ( a curopean liberal party led by liictiael Blundell},
tlie kenya Indian Congress and three independent African
elected members. -130 liowever, 1t displayed signs of
weakness because they willing accepted some unfavorable

policies.

R.sA.D.U, tried to separate members from K.A.\N.U.,'s
parliamentary group, however, despite their efforts the
heA.N.U, members resisted. Disunity had marked the course
of its leadership. The release of henvatta, August 1061,
did not bring about the unity that was hoped for between
the two parties. After a short period Kenyatta assumed
the leadership of K.A.N.U.

129, Foreign Affairs, Uctober 1970, VUL.49., NU.1. p.113
130. luid. p.113.

LA
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fhe fundamental differences between the two parties
dwelled in the fact the K.A.N.U. tended to rapresent those
people and tribes most closely agsociated with an urban
oriented nationalism and who sought a highiy centralized
political system for henya. They represented the larpger
and economically more advanced tribes. While h.A.D.U.
represented a more rural and pastoral proup of tribes
who were afraid of a concentration of power bv any central

government,-131

uring the year 1960 the XKenyatta question became an
increasingly important problem in Kenya politics. The moral
issues of Kenyatta's trial weie no longer debated. His
name was heing used as part of a political campaign. The
African leaders recognized that Kenyatta had become the
symbol of the African people's aspirations. During the
formation of K.A.N.U., Kenyatta was elected as the first
president, but the party could not secure registration
under this arrangement, so James Gichuru nare was used
instead. He was to hold the post until the time of Kenya-
tta's release.~132 Tom Mbova continued to push for Xenya-
tta's freedom. K.A.N.U. made it quite definite that thev
would not take part in the government until he was released,
Tom Mboya announced that he would call for a campaign of

civil disobedience if Kenyatta was not released.-133

131, The political conflict between these two parties tended
to become identified with tribalism since each party
had a nucleus of tribes committed to it. This conflict
led ton the drafting of the "framework" constitution of
1962; whiclhi reflected the issue of centralism vs. region-
alism, ailliam I'. Lineberry,East Africa( \ew York, The
i{.¥, ¥ilsen Co., 1968) p.30.

132, Alan Kake,Tom boya Young Man of ‘ew Africa(N.Y. Doubleday
and Co.,, Inc 1962) ».217.

133, The Nairebi leople Convention rarty,declared that Len. -
atta would be tle first head of a free senva povernment,
"whether tlhie cther communities !ike it or not",

foreign Affairs,July 196., VUL.38. NO.4, p.664,
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A coalition government was estab!ished on april 10, 1962

under the combined leadership of henyatta of L.A.)\.U. and

Roaald Ngala of K.A.D.U.. Tom Mboya was sworn in as the

Minister of Labor., In accepting this position he regretfullvy

resigned his position as Sec. Gemeral of tle Lenya Federat-

ion of Labor, for according to Mr. bova,” it would Lave

been impossible for me to represent the warkers and the

governnent at one and the same time".-134

during the London Conference !ibuva became a well

known figure. !lany believed that he was ‘deliberately

lobbying for prestige and power, however, lLis opponents

concluded that he was too weak at the t:-e to chalienge

~enyatta and that he was just waiting his tire. This

was pure conjecture for Tom ifboya was far too intelligent
to want to split African unity in senva any farther than

it was already separated. The question always arose,

whether 'Mboya's political decisions reflected his own

verscnal ambition or because it was the best thing for

the country. !iboya violently denied that his political

plans were for personal pains, but his critics continually

argued that he was using arguments in favor of democracy to

get himself into the position of a dictator.-135

(I
Young Tom Mboya

His approach was that of a voung rebel who wanted

to change the existing social order. liis ideals were the

ideals of youth, uncomplicated by practical difficulties

and unqualified by respect for paust traditions."-136

134,

135,
1 36.

Alan Rake, Jfom Mboya Young Man of New Africa( N.Y. Doubleday

and Company, Inc., 1962), p. 217.
I1bid, p.217.
Ibid, p.45.
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Mboya was mostly concern with practical duy-to-dav
issues rather tlan abstraet theorizing, which i1s the
practice of many politicans today all over the world,
when he started to work as a trained sanitary inspector,
organized trades unionism soon interested hir as being a
practical manner in which he would he able to convey his
ideals into practice and still achieve some political results,
He believed +hat it wn~ Yetter to act, even in a small way
in his t{%des union, vuaus t1rst to talk and theorize about
politics, %he political world of the Africans was quickiy
changing.

The Kenya African Union(i.A.U.) to the Africans was an
outlet for their political demands( as I had explained in

a previous chapter). Though it was mainly a rural Kikuyu

LA

organization, in its early stages under Kenyatta's

leedership and /tboya influence it gained su.port fron

Africans of all tribes in Nairobi, It was also a early

sign of a possible unification among the different tribes.-138

Meny K.A.U. leaders were drawn from non-Kikuyu tribes
and Lhenvatta was obviously making a genuine attempt to
mode it into a modern political partv where tribal diff-
erences could be forgotten. Tlie demands of the K.A.U.
in 1962 were: They demanded for African seats in the
legislative council, the abolition of the color bar, i
greater amount of farming land and an increased expenditures

for education and medical assistance.

137. 1bid, p. 46,

138, bDuring the trial, Mboya stated that he joined the L.A.U.,
because henyatta was pleased with its aims. It was
trying to unite all Africans and prepare for democracy
and to fight for equal rights of the African people by
constitutional means. They stood for peace and ending
the injustice against the African jeople.- Ibid,p.71.
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According to Alan ltake,the author of " Jom Mboya Young ‘ar
of hew Africa,” these reasonable demands were too far
removod from what the Kenyan goverument of the time was
prepared to councede, that the Africans were driven to the
point of frustration bordering on rebellion.

“iboyas became a memucr of the h.A.U. upon tlie arrest
of Lenyatta. lie focused Lis nctivities solely in the
trades union realm inp building-up the henya Local fiavern-
ment workers Unicn, 1t was hen-atta's arrest that fiually
pushed hin iato participating i . pure politiecs. His 40ining
the union party, ‘iboya wes actively augumenting lLis own
support to those who believed that Kenyatta had been
victimized.

ihe Kenya emergency with all its brutality, injustice
and suffering provided the backgrouns? to Tom Mbova's early
career. In uctober 1953 hLe went to HRuskin Colleg: to study,
where he remained until 1955, Juring that period, like
cenyatta in 1930's and 1940's, he s.ent a great deal of
his spare time appealing to the “ritish on the Kenya situa-
tion and eriticizing the Kenva colonial administration for
their brutality against .ian rau suspects. Tom Mbova was
not exceptionally politically minded in the early davs,bhut
the dramatic eveuts .f tle ermerpgency ‘‘rew him into the
rolitical struggle of his people. No young, educated and
intelligent African could be unconcerned about his country
as 1t wax torn apart in civil strife,

Al times he gave the impression of seeling to out
succyed his rivals in extremism; as a Luo he ray have
felt that he was impelled to su_ port the movement of
ccuyatta as a meaus of gainimg support from the v L RN,
Through his efforts numerous students and unionists lave
bheen brouglt to America. Under the dosge b hennedy louid-

ation, airlifts accounted for several lundreds of students

s
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brought to the 'nited states to study.-139

The real problem in Kenya was to correlate the
vate of political advance with the need for a stahle
rovernrent and the preservation and expansion of an

ecosiormy on which the populace in Kenya are depended on.

111
henyatta

In 1952 nenya was a land of corrosive fear. The
winds of African nationalism had begun to blow across
~enya's lovely highlands. 1t was a land in wlere
-uropeans were fearful of chauge, of losing the rich
farmland they had claimed as tieir own.-140 In an
astounding turnabout, the man who nineteen years ago
vas convicted as mastermind of the Mau Mau is today
regarded as the wise elder statesman of Last Africa and

a block against communism,-141

Kenyatta was horn the son of a iiluyu tribesian and

crandson of a witch doctor, lie was ado ° by a church
Scotland mission at the age of tei; .1 .:ing fror a
deadly si... - disease, They cured hir, taught him knglish

and carpentry and baptized him. As a clild he was called

hamau wa Ngengi. At the rassion schlioll, he was clristened
Johnstone snamau. As a young man in sairobi, he took to
vearing a beaded belt known as a "mucibi wa kenyatta". The

word " Kenyatta" can be translated roughly as " decorative”

or "handsome" and was soon being called Johnstone Kenyatta.-142

uring his stay in Bngland he dropped the Johnstone for
Jomo,

139. "Transition in Kenya", The Mew iiejublic, .iay 29 1961 ,4,6,

140, Carl T, Kowan," The lietamorphosis of Joiwo .enyvatta”,
gader's vigest, March 1966, n,119,

141, Ibid,p.119,

142, 1lbid,p.114.
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He spent seventeen years in turope and many whites
accused hirn of assocliating with a group of Marxist intell-
ectuals, while studying at the London School of Yconomics
and they looked upon his trips to Hussia and his receiving
financial backing from the Indian communists as being
pro-communist, Wwhat is probably true fs that, in seaking
financial and moral support for the African causes he had
to take whatever was available. henyatta urged that
henyans shruld put tleir energies into hard work ratlier
than tribal and racial animosities.

Kenyatta, in his hatred of white domination, became
ohsessed with the superiority of the tribal life, which he
described in his authropological study of the hihuyu,
"Facing Mount Kenya," with the curious and significant
dedication. kis obsession is believed to lLave led to
his so-call encouragement of the Mau Mau rehellion in
serva and hLis own imprisonment. lowever, .. !ter his re-
lease , henyatta believed that revenge was a vicinus cirele
that leads to the ever-widening conflicts. he wasted not
one hour in expressions of bitterness towards the white
man., "It is the future that is living", he said,"the -a«t
is dead".-143

A group of Indians with communist connections
put u; the money and legal help Kenyatta needed to travel
to lLondon and plead the hikuyu case with tle 3ritain's
volonial 8ecretary. The Indians, with a larpger communi ty
in henya than the British, calculated that if Kenvatta
could arrange some advantages for his peonle, they were
bound to benefit as well. liowever, henvatta never pot to
sce the Colonial decretary, instead he became involve ! with
the League Against Imperialisn,-144

143. 1bid, p.120.

144, This was a communist group which lLad headquarters in
London. Lawreice Fellows, "liarambee' savs .envatta [et .
Us All jull Toyethier” The w.Y. Tines sagazine, Nov, 7,14h5,
0112,

A
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Jomo hLenatta, during his travels to Moscew, was given
several introductions to cormunists when he looked up in
Jerlin and then to tiamburg where he plaved a minor role
at the communist sponsored International Negro Workers®
Congress. After eighteen months, Kenvatta's Indian
backer tired of supportiug him, he returned to Kenva in
1930, but only to return to London again in 1931,-145
Ifis communist affliations led some to believe that lie was
ready to transfer his communist ideals towards the itepublie
of Kenyva, 1 tend to disagree because while Tanzania and
Uganda made overtures to the rast, henyatta did %“is best to

strengthen Kenya's affliation with the West, he did not

seec nonalignment achieved best by breaking all the old bonds,

In 1933 he spent four months of his Journev in tle
oviet Union learning a little rore about the tactics of
revolution., Thea back to England where he had establishe!
himself as a symbol of African nationaiism, Upon Lis return
he led the demand for an elected African representation in
the legislative council. lie wanted \frican voters on the
electoral rolls. lie wvanted all manifestations of color
discrimination abolished a1 | he wanted Africars hack in
the "Highlands" preserves, -146

145, ibid, p. 112.

146, when Kenyvatta was tried, the symtol of the hopes and
aspirations of the African people was on trial too., To
the ordinary African, henyatta was a chance to acliieve
political equality and human dignity. W“hen he was
convicted African hopes had diminished.Thousands of
Kikuyu came to know the name of the mar who was the
symbol of their plight and donated what ever thev could
to keep the struggle alive. Alan ilake, Tom ibova

XQ%gf Man of sew Africa ( MN.Y. Loubleday and Co., Inc.,
1962 p.75-

.
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The colonial government was malking no concessions
and while Kenyatta was talking abaut constitutional
alteration, many of his followers were taking sacred
oaths to eliminate the white man, or to scare him 1nto
leaving the country, Mau Mau would not heve had the
success it did if the cath had not been so binding and
if the believers i, its power had not guarded its secrets
80 prudgingly fror Eurcpean and African alike,

Inevitably‘ Kenyatta was soon singled out by tle pgovern-
as the mastermind of Jlau Mau movement and on Uctober 20,
1952 he was arrested. As we have already seen in a previous
chapter on Mau Mau, Kenyatta and Lis six colleagues wvere
tried and convicted in a case that still remains a nockery
of the Britisl Judicial system, Lliey wvere tried under very
harsh circumstances in a rerote Gutpost at Kapensuria where
they were given very little opportunity to prepare tleir
defense and very little importance was attacled to what t! ex
said in their defense. After hie trial he was 'lo.n Ly
airplane to Lokitaung, a tiny desert .nost in nortlern .e'.va,
for seven vears of captivity.-147 When lis sentence wvas
completed, he was removed to lLodwar, ir the rerote north
and lLe was piven a little cottage and even an allowvance wit)
whieh to buy approved newspupers and books. irom Lo 'war
e was eventually rlown to -arabal, a rountain oasis closer

to Mairobi, and then to Riambu, which was his Lhome district,-14x

Un August 15, 1961 Jomo Kenyatta was set free and a
whole entire reneration had grown to manhood without ever S0e-
ing Jowo anenyatta, lovever, they accepted hir as their
leader or their country. lte was to hecone a svribol aof an
emergine nation

147. iawrenco iellows, "iiaranhee! JAVS henvratta Let U. a1
iull Togetier”, ,he noY. Tines LagaZzine, OV, 1965, 0,117,

148, 1bid, ,.117,
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Lxamining ail the available facts in the case one
would imagine that the governnment's inteution was to
eliminate henvatta and his colleajues from Kenya politics
with the apparent Lhope thet,with Kenyatta and Lis followers
removed from henya, there would be peace and a returs to
normalcy. They were looking for a henya where turopeans
would continue to dominate the politics and the econony

of henya , while Africaus played a very lesser rcle.

There are several questions tlhat African- have asked
themselives ever since the trial of Kenvatta: First: Why

was © %0 little evidence against Lenyatta, When he
WAS A “ed the police took books, parers and files
fro.. 'ie house and found nothing at all inerimin.ting in

them.-149 was it possible that a popular figure could

have lived such an intensive political life without

shiowing anv concrete signe of his 'lau Mau connections,
Second: What nationalist leader would stand up n public
and in court and denounce the novemer. ¢ he was alleged to
have led and erganized. If the Kikuvyu were behind Kenyatta
because he was a ..au Yau, how could the. aver tLrust bim
following Lis 'ublie denunciation in court.Thirdly: ahy

was it that the best planned .av -iay military o.crati 'ns

occurred aiter ..euyaita's wmprisonuent.

The treansformatios of Keayatta's repatation since
the time wheir he was suspected of mmstersindins the -an
Mau rebellion , with its oath-tak mg ard terrifving atroo-
ities, was the most remarkable rhenomenon in present-dav
Africa. Jome Kenvaita wvas enigmatic, but he wes alse a
true pragamatist.

149, Alan Rake, Tem dbava §g§gg Mdan of MNew Afries.\ . ouble-
L) p.
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After Independence Jay ( dJdec, 11, 1963, ),he created a one-
party state to transcend tribalisn, and to build a nation-
al unity that would offer security and opportunity to
xfricaus,lndiuns, Arabs and even Lnglishmen who were pre-—
pared to identify themselves with henya. =150 Kenyatta's
outlook of a one-party system vs., two party syster was:

" We reject a blueprint of the western model of a two

party system of government because we do not subscribe to

the nation of government and background being in opposition
to one another; one clamoring for duties and the other crying
for rights."” He went on to say;" \or are we prepared to
Justify our predilection for a one-party system of govern-
ment by using the fragile argument that parties are the
expression of socigl classes and that therefore there nust

be only one party!51The theory of class struggle has no
relevance to our particular situation here. 1In a one party
state such as lie envisioned politics was a potent tool.

e believed that it was through their political institutions
that they influence economic trends and not the other way
around. henyatta wanted a nation inpervious to the division
which foreigners from East or West would be tempted to

exploit.

henyatta's plans for the counrty was to create a
prosperous semi-capitalist nation which would include
the whites, Indians or Pakistanis providing that thev
became loyal kenya citizens.- 152 e apparently wanted
foreign capital, but whether aenya cab make it as a rac-
ially harmonious and mixed economy nation after senvatta's
death will depend on whether the Kenyans approve of it or

not, and on what happens in the rest of Africa,

150. Lawrence rFellows,"liarambee' ovays henyatta Let Us All ;ull

"

Together", The N.Y. Tinmes Lagazine, MNov.7,1965,,,117.
157, Ibid, p.120;

152. John Chamberlain, National seview, “av 7, 1968,n,150,

ek
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Yiany people who declared democracv consist in liaving
a two-party or three party system asked whetlier a country
Like henya or any of the African states would be able to

maintain democracy after independence, bemocracy, in tleir

terms, 1nvolves maintaining we=tern parliamentary institutions,

since independenee bepan to explode through out Africa,
thirty forner wuroiean colonial territories have become
sovereig. and supposedly democratic states.-153

rhey are forced to live as nations altloupl their lovalties
and oryanization are tribal; torn by all the monstrous
orobleris of backwardness and ignorance. Africa's new
countries have found democracy far too difficult to live
with.

By 1964 eigliteen of the tlirty former ‘ur. .ean colonial
territories etftectively eliminated the onposition and
inaugurate! one-party rule. =154, Huring this tire iri-e
Yiinister Jomo hKenyatta announced that he would ask l'‘arl-
iament for constitutional amendments that would rake ienva a
one-party republic. If Parliarent refuseld, he added, lLe would
call a national referen.ium in MNovember, since his 'i.i.N.L.
party represented the nation's two larpest tribal crours

there was little cha'ce he would lose the referendun. =155

aenyatta advocated Lard work, whicl. he believel was
the way to keej the people out of tlie clutches of the young
radicals., He believed tiat it was the way to political
stability, le didn't want revenge instead lLe appeale!
successfully for all to forget and forgive past deeds on
the attainment of independence., The maturity of renva
people in pgeneral and the Kikuyu in particular has bheen
proved bv their willingness to forgive each other for wlat-

ever occurred during the bitter armed struprle,

153, 7Tonm !lbova, lreedom and After( "“oston, lLittle 2rown and Co.,

1963) p.34

54. Tinme, aujust 2b, 1964, », 27,

155. Xenyatta did not have to worry about purliarent to anv
great extent, which was elected only once 1n five vears

and where su,port ifor hiy was overwhelrming, williar ;.

i.ineberry, Last africa ( s.1.,lhe h.w, wilson Co., 1963,

pe.66,

ek
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Lesser people would have resorted towards reveige.,

fhe cases of the Congo's Patrice Lururba and
henya's Jomo henyatta offered new proof that the least
likely way to curtail a political legend is by imprison-
ment. Un the contrary, a prison cell offers the political

figure the state of martyrdon.- 156

Jomo henyatta had been out of poli.ical circulation
for more than eight vears, In these vears lie had never
made a public political announcement and had hadl only
indirect contact with Kenya's active political leaders.
Lumumba was also in deep political trouble when I'resident
fasavubu imprisoned him in 1960, thus removing him fron
all responsibility and assuring his svmbolic position,
The name of Lumumba had becore a rallying point for

militant nationalists all over Africa.

The belief was that henyatta, just like Lumumba,did
not have to comnmit himself on any controversial issues
and thus could be all things to all men. The had reached
political stability and were the envy of all hlack pol-
itical leaders in Africa.-157 Aobody actually knew what
henyatta stood for in 1961, but one thing was certa‘n, it
would have been political suicide for any henva politician
to have questioned henyatta's predominance. Jomo henvatta
had long been accepted by henyva Africans &nd bv Africans

elsewhere in .ast Africa as the rightful leader of Khenva,

" Kenvatta's County! state!

itobert LCox, tlhie author of
that Jomo Kenyatta's real achievement has bheen to almost
literally reshape his country's collective attitude; which
wvas ouce expressed in the militant rallying cry "uhuru"
(freedom) and later " harambee" ( pull together).
The cries of "uhuru" ended with the paining of freedon,

but the call for " larambee" still exist todav.

156."From vail to iower", {he \ew itepublic, fehruar. 6, f96t, .6,

157, 1bid, ».9.
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Chapter: VIILI

Tribalism and Ethnic Problems
" The whisper of Kenyan unity could be heard, 3y
uniting the country henvans saw economic advantages,
preater security, more prestige and increased oppo.tunity

to transform international power relationship”.-15°%

The basic question regarding henyan unitv was not
should there be unity, but rather, how shall unity be
brought about and how fast. &very henyan politican had
asserted his devotion to the ideal of an united Lenya.
At the core of the controversy were the mechanics and
extent of unification. There were two major approacles.

Une was political and the other was economic.

i'aramount to each was the unchallengeable fact that,
before unity could be achieved, those in position of
authority must be convinced that their interests would be
served by radically altering the established patterns of

the HLenyans.-159

Kenva is a land of great variety; in physical feat-
ures, climate,human tvpes,economic development and pol-~
itical evolution. In henva vou could move from a fully
commercial agriculture to the poorest subsistence farming,
As we had seen before, henva's main concentration of po;-
ulatuion were in the three widely separated centers; the
Mombasa district, the highlands near Lairobi and tle
Ayanza province. kach area also had its own lanjuayges,
tribes and economic problems,

158, william P, Lineberry, uast Africa(h.Y. The H.w», wilson

Co., 1968), p.18.

159, Ibid, p.la.
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It would be quite a task to unite them in a coliesive nol-
itical unit, but such a government has emerped since indep-
endence and has been successful in lessening regional
opposition. This has been illustrated by the effective

existence of a one-party system,

will the fifty odd tribes that make up the nation be
able to worik togethier? The scene is multiracial(hairobi
is 50 , Africans, 35 ,. Indians and 15 o Buropeans=160),
The omnipresence of tribalism can not be seen in .airobi

today .

Let us examine the plirht of the Indians, white and!
black issues and ethnic probhlems: Tribalism was a dist-
asteful word to the educated Africans. It supgpeste! tle

atavistic rears and plared a disproportionate role in

™ Y

the politics of new African nations, Tribalisr was a kev
to many African problems. Elements of conflict were
always present. loth the !.ikuyus and Luos were constantly
quarreling for control of tle country's expanding wealtl,
Neither of the tribes nor any of the other tribes in
kenya brought their frustrations out in the open. - 191
Mr, Jay b. lhakes, instructor in iolitical sScience at
Juke University, illustrated some of tle ironies to R

tribal conflict: rirst, it is facilitated by a factor

assoclated with the mobility which makes possible inter-

tribal contact and competition in urban areas.

AT TN .

160.John Chamberlain believes that multeracialism will he
gone in a generation and that the Indians are on tleir
way out or would be if they lLad any place to go. lie basis
his conclusion upon his interviews with the jeople.
John Chamberlain, jational Review, llayv 7, 1968,;,449,

161, The assassination of Tom 'bova had sparked open fighting.
U.5. Newd'and World heport, Julv 21, 1969,p.10,
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Second, the more success the government has in generating
ecoinomic development,the more intense the competion for
benefits. Conflicts occur betwee:n large tribes and the
numerous smaller tribes. With their greater education

and mobility, members of the larger tribes can take
advantage of opportunities in land settlement and in
business in less developed areas; where the members of
the smaller trites viewed tliem as invaders.-162 This %ind
of conflict occurs in rural areas rather than urban settings,
fhere are ironies to this kind of tribal conflict for
entrepreneurship, normally valued as a spur to economic
advancement and displaved in kenya by the larger tribes,
especially the Kikuyu , was a direct cause of much of the

resentment expressed by the less developed tribes,

what exactly was this tribal problem” It was a two
dimensional problem: The disaffaction of the Luos an! tle
domination of the niiuyus. It seemed like a simple pro-
blem just from the hypothesis stated above. It would
appear that the solution to the problerm would be: the
decline of hikuyu domination would lead to a st.ble
country, and the corallary, anti-Kikuyu feeling and the
increase of Luo inspiration and loyalty to the government.
iHowever, the issues involved are much more compiex than thev

appears.

Ihe Kikuyus are the largest tribe in henyva. Thev were
aggressive, better educated and solidly behind the government

and they had dominated independent henva,

162, Current History, ‘arch 1970, p.156,
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Most Luos blamed the KeA.N.U., the {ikuyus and Kenyatta
for his death and thev all turned to support Udinga's

I .

“tichael Chaput and Ladislav Venva of syracuse Univer-
sity's program of Lastern African Studies did a survey of
the Lenva elite in 1967, In their study thev concluded t!at
the hikuyu were prominant. They found that theyv had more
inhabitants in sairobi, more frequently emploved by the
government and the professions because of their better
education, They were employed by private industry and
teaching career, and as we seen before thev were more
widely represented in lacal and national government tlian
all the other tribes. Because of their experience and their

resourcefulness they were more adaptable to modern wavs,

ek

vne can definitely understand why tribal jeasously existed.

ihe Kikuyu were also verv modern in their traditional
way of thinking. Unlike many other African tribes, tliev
honored a man with a great deal of status for what hLe las
achieved rather than what his ancestors did. This is very
important in order to aclileve a strong sense of motivation
among the tribesmen; which many of the other tribes lached,

"irocession is far more important than reneologyi-167

Their ideology was that their societv was rore epalit-
arian and not authoritarian. Tlere was a great deal of
social mobility and competition among the hikuyvus. 'ir, Meisler i
compares them to the Ibos of sigeria; " People like the
Kikuyus and the lbos are quick to adopt new ways if thev feel
the changes will bring them the wealth that is so admired in

their societies.”"-168

167. Stanley Méisler,roreign Affairs,Vol.49, NO.1, Uect., 1970, pli1f
168, S5tanley Meisler,Foreign Affairs,vol.19, N0.1, ct. OO TR
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for example, if they helieved that Christianity and ed-
ucation and new molern procedures cauld lead to positions,
they would be willing te accept them all., The Kikuyus,like
the Ibos of Nigeria, were true pragmatist.,

The Rikuyus come from the fertile land of Kenya where
the climate is excellant, They also benefite! from their
close contact with the white settlers; for the whites
settled on their territory, therefore tliey had no problen
adjusting to nodern methods. The problem wus tlat most of
the other tribes were quite content with their tnherited

status and applied new ways only witl pessimistic daignity,

To anyone concerned with African unity, tribalism
presented one of the major problems. In \enya it was not
Just a problem of difrferent tribes living within the
countries boundary, but people of different races; sometimes
having nothing in common excejpt their color. This was a

land of virtually none existing Lomogeneity.

Renya consisted of Hamitic, Milotie, somali, and Bantu
ceople full of years of embedded lostility towards one
another. [hLere were probablyv.nine million Africans in aenya
by 1965 of diverse origins, traditions and even lanjuapes,~110
sany of these tribes had resented the minority role that
they were forced to play in the country and thev were also
quite ap; rehensive about being ruled bv a tribe that they

had always hated; the Kikuvus.

169, In all the years of British containment their languagpge
nevesr penetrated too deeply, b.* used for offical use
only. lowever, swahili, a Bantu buased language, and
bnglislh was one of henyatta's instruments to help
forge unity on the countrv. Lawerence Fellows, The \.1i.
Iimes Magazine, November 7, 1965,0.117,
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Can you turi an indolent, cattle-loving,illerate,
easygoing and suspicious tribesman into an industrious,
steady-going, intelligent and meticulous worker. Kven
the Luo tribesren was obstinate and inclined to be sullen
and suspicious, 0 1t comes witl little surprise that

he lLuo tribesman put up the stiffest resistance to the

forward rarcl ot propgress in the agricultural field,

Much money and skill had been put into the land in the
wuropean areas,while,only recently has anv money and effort
been devoted to inproving the African area. "The pgovernment
can show them how to get a bit of flesh back on its bones and
how to nourish it, but in the long run they can't force its
owners to treat it right".-170 The government's view wAaSs
that agriculturalists were technicians who cared deeply for
the land. [fhLey had discovered the tecliniques of reclaiming
their land and had shown the tribes how they can begin to
raise tlieir standards of Iiving. However, to dissolve the
rigid and profound gri; of poverty on these regions appear-
ed almost impossible, and yet, although the country could

not grow rich, cattle was ab.e to thrive on it,

[he probler was not a technical one, but one ot social
and political pandemonium. In 1931, the larges: occupational
wiilte group was in agriculture but were already being over=-
taken by government service and commerce. In 1948, out of tle
total gainfully employed, only twenty-three per cent were
agriculture and fishing., Government service, commerce, tl.c
professions and clerical occupations together accounted for
over sixty-two per cent of the suropean population. Lever-
theless, in spite of the small numbers of people involved in
farming, the land question continued to be of immense im-
portance in henya politics.-171.

170. william . Lineberry, rast Africa ( \.Y. The Wilson Lo

1968), p. 33,

171, 1bid,p.3.

Lk
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wlhiile the white still prospered as farrers, alienation of
the former "White Higllands" formed the basis of race seg-
regation in Kenya, just as the "Land Aprortionment Xct"

did in Soutliern i.hodesia.~-172

It made Nairobi primarily a non-African town and
squeeze.l the Kikuyus hetween two sectors of Luropean land;
into increasing overcrowded reserve. It helped 4o substain
the .au Mau rebellion and had resulted in exceedingly uneven
economic development. It you could overlook the people you
are you are dealing with and to treat the entire region as it
should Le treated; by dividing 1t into segments, the people
would benefit and prosper. The wussians and Clhinese wn'(ld
enact such a policy, but if you believe in individual rights
you could not even contrive such a plan.

There existed positive contributions of tribalism as well
as negative. Tom Mboya believed it was unwise to destroyv the
African structure on interdependence within the community,
particurlarly at this stage of ecoiomic emancipation with
many more Africans moving into the " money economy'.

" There is,"” he stated," i1nherent generosity within a tribe
or clan, From the moment a child is born, he is virtually
the property of the whole clan. He is expected to serve
everybody and also to receive from evervbody." Tribalisr as
a postive aspect provides the discipline, self-reliance and
stability needed in tiie new relations. There is, however,
thie negative forms of tribalism which everyone is concerned

with and which is most harmful in Africa.

The individual who tries to live completely within the
confines of his triba, the Luo who believes nothing beneficial
could come from the other tribes or continuously protects a
man merely because he is a fellow Luo, and the Kikuyu who

believes that it is suitable to meet only other Kikuyu

172.1bid, p.31.

—
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and to disregard merits and abilities in other people only
because they do not belong to their tribe. This= is
negative tribalisi which can not allow for and cope with
unity.-173

In Khenya one could witness the constant fighting among
the tribes: The Masai use! to quarrel with the hikuvus
either for cattle or women and the Luo had boundary clashes
with the Kisu tribemen. Throughout Kenva, and also true
with most of Africa, politicans felt much more comfortable
with political office holders from the same tribe and
therefore had the tendencey of voting that way in elections,

or in oftering promotions in civil servant jobhs.-1741

The colonial powers may liave withdrawn, but the inlier-
itance of colonialism iLLas still to be fought; in tle shane
of poverty, ignorance and disease. The 3ritisl wanted tle
Africans to change the local povernnment svster drastic.1lv
and turn it into the British fashion. The Britis«! -ere
thie first to use tribal authorities, such as in “hana urd
Uranda, as an instrument in their own adrinistration, but
when independence came thev were also the firs® to criticize

tlie continuance of such authorities.-175

In senya, a place where a handful of white residents
lived in a country of millions of .fricans, tle societ: was
experimenting with multeracialism."-176 It was a svsten
that the white goverument of nearby khodesia Lua! reviously
rejected <hen it 3eceded from 3ritain., In tlieorv, ¥enva

people; white, African, Arab and Asians, are all equal,

173. lom !thoya, freedom and After ( "oston, Little ‘‘rowu ani
1463), p.6%.

174, Tribalism was one of the basiec differences bhetween thie
hoA.M.U, and A.A.D,U, and perhaps was the origin of
their differences. h.A.N.U', concede.! tlat tribal sej-
aration existed Liut could hHe eoliminated hv wise lealer-
ship and positive action,

175. de Citey o

176, \Toert .7, exers, " aliates in ‘‘eava: What's ‘hers ate

&‘ ‘2 Jgwe "A“! worid veurt, reh, '4, "?()’\, :n,H._',

6y,

"
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In realty, what was happening was a steadv retreat bv the
white man who had lived and worked there for years.

The question that was probably in everyone's mind was
whether a white minority could survive in a country dom-

inated by backward and primitive Africans.

meonomic problems were mounting as fars production,
basis to nenya's national income, dropped. Government and
other services were deterioratving and political failure
was due to strike, In the years Just before independence
henya's white population was 67,000 and by 1966 it had
dwindled to 40,000 while the number of Africans reached nine
miilion., =177 Some whites since independence had lost their
Jobs and their homes,and others unable to adjust to living
under an African government had quit and left the country,
Un the other extreme, many were willing to live and work

with their black neighbors,

fost uncertain were henya's white farmers for, in the
years just before independence, much of Renya's most fertile
lands was reserved for whites and they produced more than
80 /° of Kenyva's cash crops, and about 70 ;> of the countryv's
foreign-exchange earnings was derived from the sale of
farr products grown by the white settlers.-178 The gener-
ations, the colony had been home to the <hite settlers. Jany
had known no other, What was in store for them when the

Africans take over?

The real test fer the white man ir a black country was

to be the coming of independence in Kenya,

I1
" lello have you sold your farm yet". At one time this

was the standard greeting whenever white settlers met.,

177. l1lbid, p.82.
178. Ibid. p.82.
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The " White Higllands" were wlite because since 1939 only
henya's 60,000 Luropean population had been allowed to
lease farms there.-179 For an African farmer who wanted
to move into the "Highlands" would first have to get
financing, then he would have to find a Luropean farrier
who was willing to sell hLis lease to a non- white, and
finally he would have to make a coavincing demonstrating
of his agricultural know-how to an area control board;
which was dominated by Kuropean settlers, -180 This was
quite typical of our modern day segregation found through-
out the United States.

The blacks wanted a redistribution plau for the"slite

highlands? while the whites raised the protest that thev too

.-

were being discriminated agains.. 4e” believe’ it was un-
fair to open the"Highlands"to Africans when white farmers
were not pernitte! to purchase any of the thousands of
fertile acres lying unused in tle African tribal reserves,
wWhy were the whites leaving the land who for nmany were tle

only homes they hnew?

fhere were numerous reason: The white man was being
set against the black man and the blcak tribes against
black tribes. ahite men were .prain being forced to carrv

weapons and uncertainty over the white rian's future in i

"

aenva existed in the liighlands" region.

179. A state of affeirs that has coastituted a perenni &1
political and psychological affront to the colony’
6,000,000 Africans, " Upening the Htighlands", rxmea,
Uctuber 26, 1959, p.26.

150, There was one limitation on the area control board; any
African or Asian who suspecte! that his a; p]xvthnn ha
been refused on racial grounds could a)peal to a
central control board composed of Asians, Africans and
muropeans in equal number, Ibid,p.26,

B
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Many feared the return of the 'iau .iau. oome of their fears
were justified, for as the tension mounted, by the attacks
on whites began t« increase.The "Highlands" were considered
a perfect location because ofeits forest, plains and wild

animals and rich virpgin soil,

some believed that the cause was "Churu", an African
word translated to mean independence. For Kenya it meant
that a black government would soon take over from the "ritish
administrations a country predominantly black and would also
mean a country in which the minority population sustained
more than ninety per cent of the wealth and in where tle

wvhites would be living under blach jurisdiction,

This was a country that contained fifty-two different 1
tribes living in mud huts, spoke different languages and
were constantly fighting amongst eacl. otl.er., It was a
country in where out of the 6.5 million biack henyans,
approximately 2,000 had achieved some education whic! was
in most cases the equivalents of an american grammar-school
education. they had only trained just 23 phvsicians,
7 lawyers and 1 certified accountant. =181 The white man
feared expropriation of his land and the loss of Lis job as
independence grew nearer., This was kenya's predicament on -

G,

the eve of independence.

I11
Kenyva was scheduled to obtain her independence,for =le
was moving closer and closer to that day. The British were
preparing to leave Kenya as she did in Ghana, \igeria, and
3ieria Land, Their imminent departure,however, was creat-
ing many problems. They knew that renyva would =oon be

under black supremacy or rule.

181, "Terror in Kenya- The ilau Mau are back", L.s. NOWS Al

world ikeport, July 24, 1961,p.66,
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fhe white mai. saw themselves veinpg enpulfed in a
society of black African. fhey saw the results as being
an atmosphere full of fear, despondering and hopelezsness.
The whites visualized their future in black Africa drawing
to an end and they feared that Renya would become another
Congo.. Their fears motivated the white farmers, in the
Highlands, to seek a means in order té sell out and to
leave Kenya. lMany fled to South Africa.-182

The white businessmen were also closing their doors
and capital was fleeing from Kenya at the rate of 2.8
million doolars per month., - 183 The white settlers not
only feared economic cataclysm, but also for their lives.
there was also widespread criticism of the United sStates
government, which was accused of having forced tﬂe British
into getting out of their African colonies much too soon,
They blamed the United States for their pressing too hLard
for independence of African countries, and they accused
Aritain for yielding to the pressure. !'any whites declared
that the British had sold then out.-184

In 1960 nearly six hundred business firms in the cities
of Nairobi and Mombasa had failed. Econonic depression
was being brought on ny the uncertaintv of the white man's
fate in Kenya, o»sales of farm machineryv ard most of the
other farm items were on the decline for the farmers
didn't want to buy equiptment when they knew that they
might soon have to abandon everything. Unemployment was
growing steadily and many whites hated henyvatta,-185

Many questions arose; one of them was whether African
leaders realized what Kenya's whites meant to the country's
economic existence?

182. 1lbid, p. 71.
183. Ibid, p. 66.
184, 1 i y Do {38

185. Later,these same people that hated Kenyatta were only
to love and respect him. Ibid, p. 73,

.
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The white businessmen were also closing their doors
and capital was fleeing from Kenya at the rate of 2.8
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only feared economic cataclysm, but also for their lives.
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government, which was accused of having forced tﬂe British
into getting out of their African colonies much too soon.
They blamed the United States for their pressing too hard
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that the British had sold them out.-184

In 1960 nearly six hundred business firms in the cities
of Nairobi and Mombasa had failed. Econonic depression
was being brought on ny the uncertainty of the white man's
fate in Kenya. 5ales of farm machinerv ard most of the
other farm items were on the decline for the farmers
didn't want to buy equiptment when they knew that they
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economic existence?

182. 1bid, p. 71.

183, Ibid, p. 66.

184, 1bid, p. 73.

185, Later,these same people that hated Kenyvatta were only
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The white settlements helped by filling a vacuum and o
by building the colony of Kenya, but they also created
the jolitical, social and econonic problems which the

people of Kenya now are facing.

In the years before the First world war settlement
made fair progress. The problems were dreadful, for
everything related to agriculture lLad to be learned
through the trial and error procedure, The First
world war hit Keaya just when her economy was starting to
increase. The war caused progress in the country to stop
for at this time the Huropean population was about 3,000
in all. This included government officials, women and
children. Of the 3,000, 1,700 served on the armed forces,
therefore there were only a bare minimun population that {
remained in Kenya to maintain some type of governrment and

to preserve the farms. - 186

Between 1928 and 1933 the ;rice of henva's export crons
fell to a third or a half of their nrevious value, |he
Jepression was a hard setback followed by vears of slow
recovery until the outbhreak of the Second World war, when
thousands of settlers,again, Joined the British forces in
fighting the war. It wasn't until the later vears of the

war when Kenya was to witness a margin of profit again i

. -

being restored to the farmers.-187

Since the second world war henya's econory had hegun
to make rapid progress whieh lasted until the outhreak
of Mau Xau revolt in 1952; which imposed an immeasurable
financial burden upon the countr. and ite people, It whole
economy was dependant on the land,

186, M.¥., Hill, Foreign Affairs, July 1960, p. 640,
187. 1bid, p.f4u
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Lelis Brown, Acting uJirector of Apricu'ture in 1060,
believed that if all the land in weiya wer. in African
hands its productivity would be muclh lower than it was
in the hands of the whites. =188 Lenya, as we Lave seen,

depends on world conditions for its prosperity.

The traditional differences between African and
western property titles 1s that ownership; of land in
Africa is vested with the fatlier or the eldest member of
the family or clan instead of with the individual, With
the Kikuyu this was starting to change, but tle old sense
of tribal and family loyaltv remained. African tradition

wae tribal and the tribe, though a social collectivity,

wasn't a state, The hikuyus had a definite propertv sense,-1:9

Land is now bought and sold in the open market and put uj
for security when a loan was sought, but the concurrence
of the family elder was still traditionally needed for a

sale,

The communist's ideals of government owning the means
of production would never have been accepted by the Kikuvu
tribe & ! According to John Chamberlain, an authior for
sational Keview, he stated that: " even the Israeli tvpe
of '"Kibbutz' (where farm lands and property are vested in
a producer-cooperative collectivity), would hardly yo
down with the hikuyu or any otler henva tribes; if the
'Ribbutz' itself did not happen to be a family or clan
affair,-190

188, M.F. Hill, Foreign Affairs, July 196¢,p, 642,
189, John Chamberlain, .,ational Review, May 7, 1968, 2,451,
190, 1bid, p.451.
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fhis is pattern that makes for family and clan freedom, or
what has been described as " tribal individualism,"-191 It
is a pattern that is perfectly compatible with farm
marketing cooperations,or collective groups ownership

of such things as tractors, but the pattern would

resist state expropriation ot its tand,

henya was unique from the other black African countries
which had achieved independence for she had a larger
number of white settlers living on the land and contributing
practically to all of the country's econony. However, by
1960 its white population in the Highlands had decreased
by 4,000 which was approximately 10 4 of the white
farmers. The african population, however, was increasing
at the rate of 2.25 per cent a vear; and by 1961 it Lad
increased by 114,000,0or almost doubled the total nurber
of Huropeans living in Kenya before the great white exodus
began, - 192 It was not only the white furmers who were
leaving: Business and professional men, administrators,
executives and managerial people were piving up. white-
collar workers, craftsmen, transport and cormunication

workers also left.

The whites feared land confiscation because the

Africans charged that the luropeans confiscated the land
that originally belonged to the black tribes. The blacks
claimed that the suropean settlers did not pay for the
land and promised to take the land bv violence if nec-

essary.

1‘)1.Ibid, ])o451

192, Albert !lewers, "Where The White !ian las XNo Iuture",
U.S, News and sorld lteport, August 6, 1962,p. T1.
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As a result of this farr. values had decreased helow
fifty per cent of what thev were worth in 1959, In
1959 the white farus in .enya were valued at a total of
340 million dollars and by August 1962 farms valued at
60,000 dollars were being sold for 15,000 dollars.=193 Many
farmers couldn't find buyers. The white societv of
Aenva was surrounded by an atrosphere of jessinissisn,
Many were willing to stay and fight for their land and
others demanded that the Uritish government, who thev
blared for being there, purchase the land according to
the 1959 prices and leases it back to them as tenants;:
thus granted them the option to purchase it back if the

situation improved.- 194,

The Land settlement 'oard ‘iovernment purchased
land from the white farmers and resold it in srall areas
to the Africans, lowever, tlie existing fears of African
furmers returning to subsistence farming; in which t. ey
would produce soley for themselves or the tribe ratier
than contributing to the country's economy, the way the

rsuropean farmers have done.=-195

henya, unlike many otlher African countries, lhas no
rich mineral resources to be tapped in developing its
economy, It depends largely on its fertile soil to raise
crops that can be sold abroad. since independence, the
henya government had been carryving out a policy of re-
placing white farmers with African, As of 1962 only about

nine hundred white farm families remained. -196

1(’40 lbid, e 72.

195. At Eperton College in 1962, an agricultural school
supported by the henya governrent, by the llockefellor
FYoundation and by the U.5. foreign-aid funds and
affiliated with west Virginia Universityv, fFrom tlis
school graduates would go out to teach africans how
to run the farms. 1bid,p.72

196, william r,Lincberry, cast Africa(iew York, The li.w,
wiison Co., 19Y68), p.140.
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come farrers in the area northwest of Aairobi had been
plagued by lordes of atrican squatters, who moved onto
the white farms, grow a few crops of their own and retfuse
to leave, llany farrmers have had their cattle stolen.Al<o
ritain soon had to recommend a slowdown in the policy

of buying out white farmers and replacing them with
Africans., Funds that was findnced by the world Bank

and tle SBritish Comnonwvealth Jevelopment rund were soon
running short.-197

Ufficially the Kenya government opposed the slowdown
plan, but there was some ovidence that tle African fovern-
ment was secking a means in which to move much slower.

The transition period was hLaving some bad effects on the
economy. henya's rate of growth was not up to expectations.
This was seen as due, in part at least, to economic losses
stemming from the changeover from efficient farming by tle
whites to less efficient farming by the blacks.-198

The country's economy grew by 2 per cent Jduring 1965,
against a 4 per cent prediction., At the same time,

Kenya's population kept increasing by 3 per cent every
year. Under these conditions, Xenyva kept falling behind
instead of moving forward. Also losses in the clangeover
in farm ownership had been apggravated by droughts, drops

in world prices in Kenya's products, plus a plague of

crops diseases. tarm revenue fell from 155 million dollars
in 1964 to 140 million dollars by 1965, Coffee output in
1965 decreased from 43,5000 tons to 36,000 tons. Production
of tea, sisal and pyrethrum, and otlier major exports also
diminished. Corn, henya's stable food and normallyv an

export crop had to be imported from the United States.-199

197. lbid,p.141,
198, lbid,p.141,

'()90 Ibid’po141c
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The henya government is looked unon by American
diplomatic orficials as a friend of the west. It
encourages private enterprise, conderns communism and
counts primarily on Britain and the United States to
provide the help needed to develop the country. The
white population, who at one time despised henyatta, now
looked upon him as the best chance they've got. Many
whites are frightened about the uncertvainty of who could

possible replace henyatta.

As of 1963,the Kenya government had only one white
minister; a South African by origin, who headed the
Agriculture department. In the civil service some 1,500
wvhite men still held important jobs; their salaries were
being paid by the British governnent. liowever, thev feel
that after trained Africans are availabhle thev will be

replaced,-200

In the business world, practicallv,all top jobs were
leld by white men or Asians. llany companies, under pressure
of the goverument, lLad given jobs to Africans. Blacks
were now serving on the board of directors of white conmp=-
anies. Uthers had high-sounting titles, but little res-
ponsibilities. uven the principal hotels in Mombasa now
have Africans holding top positions.-201 without the aid
from abroad nenya would have had little chiance of succeed-
ing, Besides payving the wages of lritish civ:l servants,
dritain pumped an annual sum into the national! bud;et;
provided the money to build roads, schools and hospitals
and paid the education fees for hundreds of Lenva students
in Britain,
200.William 1'. Lineberry, Last Africa(New York, The Li.w.

wilson Co.,1968),p.143,

200 Thidie 143
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The United states also put a preat deal of roney
into henyva( 42 million in grants since 1948). America:.s
teaching in nenyan scliools have their salaries paid for
by the United utates povernient and United states business-
men are looking much more ravoruble upon henya as a Dlace
in whicl to invest., Up to the present, henyva's white
population believes tliev can live lLere without any
serious troubl or have tlie problems that Lad existed in
the Congo. .enya, for all its problems, strikes a
visitor as having a good claunce, under its present govern-
meént, of keepinp racial minorities from being conpletly

subnergedt in s sea of hluck Africans,

1V

indian wxile
" Now on the eve of Lenyva's full independence, tlic
Indians were leaviug., Many were not sure where tliey
would go, but all believed that soon the 'Africanization'
of Lenyva and all of jilast Africa woul! leave tler no  eans
of making a living." Although 70 per cent of tler lLa?
been bhor: in Africa, they could no longer call .enyan t eir

home.- 202

Approximatery four lLundred tlhousand Asians a; plied

for visas for India, Yakistan, lritain, or wherever tley
could find refuge. Fifteen hundred Indians and iakistani
civil servants; who resigned from ..ast Africa Common -service
Urganization which represented workers for the railwavs,
postal services and customs were the first to leave, lLong
established Asian owned companies were in tle ;rocess of
replacing Asian workers with black Africans in order to
obtain a desireable position witl the new government,-203
202,"¥ast Africa: ..xodus,1963,, ..ewsweek, “ovember 15, 1943,

P.50.
203 Thidesne 5.
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Uther jobs, ranging from bank clerks to company
directors, were conming under African control; whose
color or connections were considered much more import-
ant than their educution or experience background. For
the Asians tlie alternative given to them was to leave
or to remain and become citizeus after Independence uav,
thus having to give ujp their Uritish or Indian passports,
They could not be both African and Asian. bDual citizen-

ship could not be allowed,

In Kenya, as well as Uganda and Tanzania, the Indians
had been under pressure from the povernment to " Africanize”,
to find some quick way of handing over their long do-irn-
ation of commerce to the Africans or to suffer the anger
of the people or authorities, or perhaps both, The
government wanted to end the domination of retail trade
by the Indian comrunity and a massive drive “esan against
the Asiai and and by 1968, 20,000 left the country.-204

The henyan government held secret hearings on a bill
aimed at speeding the pace of Africanization in commerce,
{om Mboya warned that unless the Indians opened up their
businesses a serious situation would arise and it did for
for thousands of Indians were being expelled from Kenyva
in 1968, T[he government also ordered some one thousands
Asian traders to close theirbusinessess by June 1970,-205

204, Lawrence rellow, The M.Y. Times :lagazine, ieb, 19, 1967,

p.25.

205. Current history, :arch 1970, p.185,
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‘lany Africars will point to the fact that, although
tle Asians and white men wanted to stav in Kenva and
prosper in their own endeavors, how many Europeans
and \sians were willing to apply for citzenships, The
fipures in Tanzania, so often held up as a mode of race
relations, were not very convincing. After nearly one
year of independence, only forty suropeans and twenty-
five hundred Asians had applied for citizenships, =206

his must have led Africans to doubt the sincerity of
immigrants who continually talked about being Tanzanians.

The same situation was occuring in Kenyva,

They wanted to be botlh curopeans and Asian and at the
same time maintain their privileges in nenya. liowever,
dual citzenship was not going to be accepted bv the Kenvans,
It woul! not aid Kenvan societies to integrate quickly
because many would contain themselves from considering
themselves as being part of one single nation. Thus if an
kuronean or Asian insisted on retaining a dual citzenship,
Africans were apt to think that that individual savs lie is
a Renyan but is really trying to pressure an emergencvy

exist which the black ran in Kenya was not sanctioned to do.2uT

Another problem that existed during the »rocess of
nation building was lhiow long the policyv of "Africanization”
should continue and how soon could it be substituted b a
plan whose criteria would be judged on nerits alone and

not the color o® one's skin.-208

206, Tom Mboya, Freedom and After( "oston, Little “rown and

Company, 1963), p. 105
2()7. Ibid, pn 1‘)50
208, 1bid, p. 108,
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he problems of citizenship alonpg with the problems
of social integration and the nroblems of re-establisling
a status quo of the races,whicli was unleveled during the
colonial period, had to be settled. However, any African
state which wants to obtain a truly loyal and disciplined
public service will insist that the important positions
will have to be controlled by Africans; especially durinpg
the early transitions of the country. wmven the freedon
of the press in a new country has, tlierefore, got to he
limited or controlled because the african leaders are
trying hard to create unity and they soon become very
sensitive to anyone who appears to act as though he
constituted opposition and did nothing but criticize tl.e

goverament's efforts.~ 209

The new states were gaining their inde cudence during
a jeriod of time when great tension existed in the East-west
stfuggle, and the dangers of this struggle towards the
intesrity of a new state had to be forced right awayv.
Therefore they hadl to watch their own image and not commit
themselves to world issues. aenyatta's idea of nonalign-
ment was not as it was elsewher in Africa. His idea was
isolation from sensitive points in the cold war(kast and
West), where they did not affect Kenya. He wouldn't
malie any pronouncements; such as towards the American
involement in Vietnam or the lonminican lepublic. Yet, he
did demand stronger measures from the “ritish against

Rhodesia, which he felt involved his country.-210

209.1bid, p.98.

210.Lawverence Fellows, "larambee 'says llenyatta Let's All
rull Together", The N.Y. Times Magazine, Movember 7, 1965,
Ak 1S,
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For most of the world's new states, foreign policy
1s of secondary importance. Uf necessity, domestie
considerations take precedence. The chief foreign
policy concern of Africa has beeun, and still is, the
anticolonial struggie. cast-West competition touches
on this issue, but to Africans it is not their primary
interest, The cold war is important to African govern-
ments only to the extent tiat it affects and could be

used for their own means.

African leaders have often been critical of the over-
seas press, Une of the dangers in the overseas' paper is
its tendency to judge each African nation and every African
leader in the context of Last-west power politics. Too many
Journalist deplore Africans as either being pro-West or

pro-sast,-211

Une traveling in aenya in the 60's would have sensed
a feeling of insecurity laced with bitterness underlying
with tension and uncertainty., %while tribal problems filled
the newspapers in 1969, economic problens continued;
including land settlement, unemployment and rural develop-
ment problems. Although nenya has achieved great economic
and social progress in her eight vears of indeendence,

many problems were not amenable to easy or fast,

The Huropeans also deserve credit, for although after
independence the races had made some sacrifices in order
to achieve harmonous co-existence and the fact that the
African government deserves some credit for its own restraint
and the restraint it hLal over the African community, for it
is not easy to relinquish power, but those that decided to

stay had done so with prace and dignity,-212

211, Tom boya, rreedow and After( “oston, Little Brown Co.,1963,
e ')90

212, Paul Crane,"Kenya's Achievement",america, August 29, 1964,
p. 216,
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ments only to the extent tiat it affects and could be

used for their own means,
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Une traveling in aenya in the 60's would have sensed
a feeling of insecurity laced with bitterness underlying
with tension and uncertaintv, While tribal problems filled
the newspapers in 1969, economic problens continued;
including land settlement, unemployment and rural develop-
ment problems. Although nhenya has achieved great econcmic
and social progress in her eight yvears of indeendence,

many problems were not amenable to easy or fast,

The EHuropeans also deserve credit, for although after
independence the races had made some sacrifices in order
to achieve harmonous co-existence and the fact that the
African government deserves some credit for its own restraint
and the restraint it had over the African community, for it
is not easy to relinquish power, but those that decided to

stay had done so with grace and dignity.-212

211, Tom Mboya, rreedowm and After( "oston, Little Brown Co.,1963;
Pe "9.

Paul Crane,"Kenya's Achievement”,America, August 29, 1964,
p. 216,
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rYaul Crane, tle author of ai article in America
called " henya's Achievement", believed that without the
leadership of Jomo henyatta tlie country mipht still be
in complete turmoil today. iis approach to Lis country's
problems was healthily pragnatic and free fror doctrinaire
prejudice, whichk could have wreched its future in a

matter of weeks.

In Kenvatta's s .eech at sakuru, some weeks hefore
independence, he gave encouragement for the Huraopean
farming community who staved; that all would live in peace,-21)
Nenvatta, intelligent and shrewl, was fully aware of the
importance to his country of Buropean farmer's contrioutions.,
He was determined to make sure that the farmers would not

be driven off his land.

The number of jobs are increasing because of the
expansion of the economy and the "Africani.ation" progrars.
liowever, although new jobs are being created, thev attract
even more jobseekers to the cities and thus argravate
rather thaun alleviate the unemployment problem . The
governement has also commnitted itself to a policy of rural
development. In its most dramatic implementation of this
policy ( vanuary 1963), the povernment began to require tlat
the two main urban centers; Lairobi and ‘lombasa, transter
halr their receipts from the graduate! personal tax to
the county councils in order to stirulate developrment in

he rural! arcas.-214

213. 1bid, p. 216.

The isuropeans have a place in Africa, just as t.e \egro
Lhave a right to live in America. In the U.3. the Negro
is battling for political, economic and social equalitv
and in many parts of Alrica, the suropeans are fighting
to retain their privileged status, Tom Mboya, " Do ahite
Yien have a luture in henya" The ..Y, Times Magazine,
December 8, 1Y63,p.24,

214, Current history, 'larch 1970, p.156,
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Jay K. Hakes, instructor in Political
Science, buke University, declared that related
to these econonic problems are two factors with important
political ramifications: First, on every issue the govern-
ment is confronted with the people's rising expectations,
wvhich are diffienlt to satisfy and sometimes even contrad-
ictory. Second, there was a iarge gulf between a relative-
ly small elite of Luropeans, Asians and Africans and the
mass of the people. " All members of larliament were part
of the elite because of their relatively high incomes. The
1ssues of elitism aad wealthy politicians emerged as
public disputes in 1969," -215

It can be argued that tle gaps betwe.n the rich and
the poor and between the expectations and the perfcrrances
are more Lasic problems than tribalism in aenva., The
ministers and assistant ministers received gratuities
(usua'ly large sums received upon retirement),whiie
there were people dying of disease throughout the entire
country.- 216

Ul Africa's importance, il.ere can be no doubt, it hLas
grown and will continue to grow bevond recognition, Its
past backwardness can be overcomed by modern methods.,
The British administration dralt with henya's land problems,
Land consolidation provided the African farmers witl some

security.

215. Ibid,p. 156,
216, Ibid,p. 156,
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The establishment of the lLand Board, for the purchase
of certain tracts of Kuropean farmland, has done much
to satisfy the wants of the Nikuyu for land of their
own, lowever, the problem remained that the solution
was not for the Africans to acquire more land, but
rather to help therm learn to use it to the best advant-
age, hxperts believed that the real answer to henya's
race problem was to expand the economy and thus take
the pressure ofr the land problems217 This is just what

1s occurring in Xenya today.

ihe political Beaders.believed that hy making racial
eration worik in Renya they would undoubtfully stimulate
the hope of a mult-racial society existing in the rest
of Africa wk re black domination was feared bv the white

population., However, this remains to be seen.

By 1969 a genuine multiracial state was.in the maiin

with 40, 000 whites and some 100,000 Asians working
together with nearlv ten million blaak Africans.- 2182

COoOp=-

r

However, the road :%“ead is still a hazardous one for there

still remainsg the question of the succession of Jomo Kenyatta.

Pow will risk a puess as to who will succeed him,

217. fFrederick C. Painton, " %Where Whites

Are santed, "ut
U.o. News and world lkeport, Uecember 2}

y 19A3, |.4h,

218, Information the Lenya :lission To The {nite! Lation's

"
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Chapter IX:

More i'roblems

sonalia ever since independence in 1960
has been trying to turn itself into "Greater Somalia",
thus claiming title and sending raiders into the \ortl-
tast frontiers of Lenya- 218 The somali problenm present-
ed one of the most immediate dangers to henva's securitv,
he land that thex fought over was an area lar . er that

England and wales combined.-219

henya's tall somali tribesmen have traditionally
wandered free, grazing their sheep, poats and cattle
and praying to "Allah". The Somali puerrillas, known as
"shiftas"(bandits), were in revolt apainst the government
of henya and received backing from the lepublic of Somalia.-221
The Somalis argued tliat much of fLenva's eastern and
northeastern provinces, where the Uraden and otler somali
tribes have traditionally grazed their cattle, was really
part of Somalia. Thev were angrv when enva received this
territory from Britain as part of its independence agreer-
ent, =221

The shiftas tec!niques were to arbusl arnv patrols,
planting road minds and abducting and torturinpg of village
headnen. Their raids, as recorded, hace killed at least
645 civilians for not cooperating with them, but by 1967

the henyan government had been successfuuly fighting back.=-222

219, " Kenya: War in the Desert", Mewsweek, July 25, 1966,p.46,
220, John DRarnes, )\ <sweek, Se¢ptember 11, 150{,p.46,

221. The independence constitution of 1963 divided the country
into seven regions and the MNairobi. Une region{(north-east)
was unofficial claimed by somalia as part of "ftreater
Somalia"., The majoritv of the people of this region
were Somalis. william ', Lineberry, kast Africa p.30,

:220 sz' cit.")n 460
218, They also sent raiders to the Ugoden plains of Ethiojpia

and parts of French Somaliland, sewsweek, July 25,66,p.46,
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The word " shifta"” to the Soralia rieant raiding and
bandity which has alwayvs been a way of life to them. The
sSomalis were among Africa's toughest warriors; able to go
for days without water, and believed that theyv were too

superior to be ruled by the henyan povernment.-223

In 1962, when the two hundred thousand Somalis in
anenya stresscd a desire to join the neighboring Somali
Kepublic, henyatta urged any somali who didn't want to live
as a henyan citizen to move to somalia. The shifta rebels
responded vielentily with raids on the Kenyan ;olice,

army posts, village stores and government offices .-224

Uefore the new pacification program began in 1967,
many of the rebels tended their herds in the day and
roamed the contry-side terrorizing its inhabitants at night.
The revolt had the complete support of Mogadishu, the
capital of the Somali llepublic. -225 No government that
failed to press for unification of all Somalis could exnect

to survive in Mogadishu.

By 1966 thousands of somalis have been herded into
fortified villages known as " manyattas",which were located
at a safe distance from the somalia harder, In these
" slanyattas" they were quickly registered, issued grazing
permits and required to come hoi.e everv night . Unce they
were settled in these villages, the somalis began to
benefit from institutions unknown in their traditional

way of life. =226

Jomo Kenyatta's government alloted money for tle

for the security and pacification effort and had done a

223.John Barnes, .aewsweek, sSeptomber 11, 10671, 16,
224.1bid, p.48.

225. The shiftas that have been captured have admitte! to
being trained and arred in coralia. {leir flag bears a
five-pointed white star, Two points of that star re;resent-
ed Uritish and Italian Somaliland whose unification in
1960 create! the republic, while the other three served
as a constant reminder that the somali inhabitants of
nenya, bLthiopia and French sormaliland Lave yet to be
incorporated into the fatherland. lbid, p.48,
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a lot to upgrade the nomads lives'; such as schools, lLealth
centers and marketing cooperatives, Taking advantages .¢
tlhe arnesty offere! to them, by Kenyatta, many of tlen
surrended and many had been intrusted wit) vositions in

he army and police department, and by 1967 approximately
eighty per cent of thy Somalia residcnts in henva had been
relocated in fourteen "manyattas", but there still eovist
the possible continuation of the war as long as “opadixhu

continues to have hope of creatinr a Greater Sormalia,-227

iz

sast africa today offers grounds for encouragrement.,
aenya, Tanzania and Uganda by 1968 had restored their corron
mariet and extended their economic cooperation and
lntegration inside a New East African Community. In
addition, Nenya and neighboring Somalia ( as seen hefore)
have agreed to restore peace and securityv alonp their
disputed borders, and Zambia and Stliopia and Semalia
have eac!. expressed interest in assocliating themselves with

*he nevly forned economiec community, =228

In Kenya the legacy of colonialism is being overcome
and tiie white man in Kenva today is far better off than
the black man under "anartheid”" in South \frica. They
gained independence from British colonial rule in 1963 and

the path before therm was far from srooth. The uncertainties
—’2“0 Ibid'lin';b
227, FPresident Kenyatta cordored off one-third of the country

and alloted 8,4 million dollars a year on security
operations. lbid,p.48.

228, William P. Lineberry, East Africa( N.Y.The l.w. wilson
Co.y, 1966),p.3.1In 1968 at the Urganization of African
Unity Conference at Kinshas in the Congo, representatives
of henya, Ethiopia and sSomalia talke! about setting their
border d]fferencxes peacefully,
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numerous, but the whites and blacks are more tolerant

of each other. However trouble was still to come,

henya's trouble began with the assassination of
Tom Mboya, the !linister of Lconomic {'lanning and Develop-
ment and the General Secretary of the ruling henva African
National Union,"He was one of the rare African politicans
who tried to stand above tribe."-229
The aftermath of the murder of Tom Mbova
has mocked what he stood for, Mboya,who
seened to represent all that was modern
in Africa to the rest of the world, always
shunned the appeals to tribal allegiance
that have crumbled political stability else-
wher in Africa.- Stanely Meisler , Nation August 11, 16
liis followers were chiefly derived from the mass of
urban workers feeling for a moder way of survival. Yet
his liquidation unchained profound tribal repugnance. Tlere
was enougl tribal lLatred to tear the country apart. Kenva,
final reaching a state of stability, had by 1969 turned
into Africa's newest danger spot. For much of the last
half of 1969, henya seemed as if it was due to he anotler

Nigeria or Congo in the making. =230

Western observers were especially concern with the
fact that unrest in the country came at a time when much
of Northest Africa was unstable: The Sudan had a new leftist
government, and bLthaiopia was confronted with an uncertain

future after aging bLmperor llaile Selassie left his throne.-231

229. otanley seisler, Atlantic, sarch 1970,p.26.
230, U.S, MNews and horld Report,July 21, 1969,p.10,
231, 1bid,p.10.
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lte was indifferent, tough and suierior and tlat fripght-

ened or exasperated manv of his collmapues.-234

“0w, at stake was a country of 10.5 million
seople who have rmodeled the white settler's econony with
true profection that henya had obtained one of the higl.-
est econoric growtlh rates in blach Africa. ,le had fortile
soil and good farmers unlike any other Africaun country,
Its wildlife was ineredible and has made Kenya the tourist
center of black Africa.-235 However all this was now being
menanced , once again, bv the instability inherent in
tribalism. Une nust remember tlh.t tle Key to the future
of Lenyva was to kee the country's tribes frorm fighting
amongst eacl. otlier, for if tribalism is contained nenva's

irospects will be good.

aenyvatta,after tle assassination,had to carefullv
deal with the turmoil arouse.! by .iboyva's deatl, un suly
24, 1969, lLe ap;ninte.! Joseph Udero Jowi, a luo and close
friend to !boya, to succeed Mbova as ‘linister of .conomic
i lanning and vevelopment. lie then named another iuo to
take Udero Jowi's place as minister representing l.enya on
the Hast Alrican Comrunity. Kenvatta later picked a tlird
Luo as assistant minister for for Foreign Affairs, but
to appease Luo feelinpgs the goverument had to start

appointing more Luos to jpositions in the civil service,-.36

The assassination for .enva was tlhe loss of one of
her most articulate spokesran and ablest political strat-
egists, Kenya also felt the loss of hLis technical! and

organizational skills, =237

234, 1bid, p.107.
235. roreign Affairs, Volume-49 20.1, Uctober PSP 51 ) i

236 Stanley feisler, ~ation, Aupust 11,1969, 5107,

237, ‘iboya was widely accepted as the true u:n1n§strn}ur
ot the government. fhough he fiad many enemies, he
was generally reyarded as corpetent and ,rofgssxnnnl.
lie was very popular in the west and he was vieved as
tLe one man who could have smoaothe! the transition, for
wlhen henyatta would step out of power, L.o5. News and
world Keport, July 21, 1969, p.110,
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lhe assassination crystalized tribal antaponisr,
especially those between Luo and hikuyu. At the funeral
Stones were thrust upon heinyatta's presidential limousine,
At the time of his death, Mboya's chance of succeeding
henyatta as presilent seemed slim. His path was blocked
by an alliance bet.een the voung Kikuyu politicians and
Vice iresident lLaniel arojp oi, a rember of the small

kalenjin tribe.-238

Stanley 'leisler, Arrican correspondent of the"los
Angeles Times"and author of the article in Aat on, reit-
erated that in 1962, Mboya told Lir," {lere is no doubt
that the yound AKikuyu intellectuals are against me." The
problem was that there was no second mau to Lenvatta whom
they saw as the leader of the Likuyus and ..boya represented

a tlhreat to them.

un paper Mboya never really had a clear chance to
succeed henyatta., lle had very few tribal support and had
made too many enemies, but he was the nost intelligent
and capable politican in the government., liowever, if
henyatta had died !iboyva would have been the only minister
capable of handling the job. ironically, the assassines
of sboya unleashed so much anti-hikuyu animosity within
Kenya that, a Aihuyu's cliances of succeeding henyatta lad
grown weaker because ot it, kenya seemed on the verge of a
tribal exlosion and elections were schedule! soon and
iresident Kenyntta was on the move to assert lis wolitical

career ojce again,-239

238. Current luistory, march 197¢, n.154,
3tanley ‘leisler, atlantic, .iarch 1970, .28,

23"- Ibld, Pe 30.
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Looxing at the political! events of the countrv since
tie deatl of ..boya one can understard how tribalis: could
suddeinly take hold of an African country, At the start of
1970 aeciya Lad at least as yood a chance for stabilit. asx

any otlLer country in this inoverished area.

the assassination united the Luos bhelind tdinga, 1
death boya became a great tribal lero to the luos, They
believed that the Aikuyus had murdere’ him, so thev decid-
0 that they rmist support the Luc leader who was a proven
enemy of that government that thev accused of the murder.
They supported uvdinga, a leftist who ha! accepted funds from

the soviets and Chinese communist arents.-240

Most Kenyans vere quite content to ut aside their
tribal and political rivalies and trv to unite, despite
all the problems that occurred. CUringa Gdinpga, Vice
‘resident of tle nation in 1966, and deputv resident of
the h.,a.n.U, political partyv and leader of the jpowerful
«u0 tribe was an exceprtion to the rule, lie disagreed viol-
ently witi. rany of nenyvatta's modern policies and le
wvas accused of inporting comunist arms intc rnenva and
of receiving woney and advice from coruvmunist diplomats,

‘ite also accused rany o: L1s fellow cabinet ministers as

being "imperialist agents."-241
udinga was a constant probic¢ to ..envatta andi las
ded.NeU,s party, ite was accused of plotting with olit-

ians from Tanzenia who shared his pro-comrunist views.

240. Time, Noverber 7, 1969, -, 42,
241, Time, .larch 25, 1966, p.2&.

National Assemblyman Thonrnas ‘alinda charged that arrs an!

ammunition were continuously being simuggled from conm-
uhist countries into henya for the purpose of staging
an armed revolution to overtlirow the goverarient,

Time, April 23, 1965, ».39,



lie was openly sympathetic to comnunist causes.

senya shall not exchange one master for a

new master, We welcome cooperation and

assistance, but we shall not be bought

or blackmailed. we may be underdeveloped

and our people may walk barefoot, but we

are a proud people, proud of our heritaye,

our traditions and ancestry. We reject

communisn because communism was as bad as

inperialism. The only ism the countiry needs

1s nationalism.~- Kenyatta

resident Jomo Keuvatta expelled eleven of Udinga's

communist friends and he abolished Udinga's job as deputy
president and elected eight regional vice president in
his place. This being a very smart political move for all

of them were anti-Udinga.-242

when Udinga left the K.,A.\N.U. he took wit!. hin twentv-
seven other members of Parliament to forn his own oppos tion
party. Although Kenyatta still controlled a majority in the
130-members Louse, Udinga's insurrection mar'ed the first
serious challenge to nolitical unitv on which Xenvatta
based his rule. Udinga had put himself in the position
where he was able to call wildcat strikes. His wenva
reople's Union(K.7”.U.) party inciuded the leaders of the
oil and dock workers' union. lie was soon to be known as
.r. Double U and lhe becare one of the most controversial
political figures in uast Africa.-243

111

The general characteristics of African government
are usually so frapile that thev break-down in structure

hefore thev beconme properly established,

242. Time, March 25, 1966, p.28

243, This was the second political ,artv to be formed by
vdinga for on ilarch 24,1960 he !aunched an entirely
new African oolitical arty called the UhULU (lreelon)
party. 1bid,p.28.
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In continuing our exploration of the aftermath of the
assassination we soon will discover that kenyvatta had no
real intentions of easing tribal conflicts by placating
the Luos. instead, he accused Udinga and his K./ .U. opp-
osition party for the touble. He then enforced a cur-
few for western enva and confined Udinga and some of his
followers into detention and he banned the K.F.U.. The
next expected problem would be Luo riots and boyvcotts,
Instead they were willing to show their strengt. in the

democratic practice of elec'icas,

The government was willing to make the elections
avaiable to the Jucs, although this would appear,at first
to be impossible,since tenyvatta had abolished the o:;osition
party and with only the A.,A.s.U. still legal, the election
would actually be of primary characteristic, To solve
the crisis, nenyatta ruled that everyoue could vote 1n
the K.A.N.U. primary eveu tliose former adherants and
members of the banned .enya seople's Uuion iarty. In
addition, Kenyatta allowed one of udinpa's lieutenants,
.irs Grace Unyaugo, to rurn for purliarent in the henyva

African hational Union primary in isuru,-2144

The iJecember election turned out to be a remarkable
African event. .ven thouypl .enyatta had banned the o p-
osition, the primary election was probahly more derocratic
than that of a two-partv election, The results was that
eighty-two incunbent members of carliament, 1ncluding
five ministers, were defeated, uUne hunired and rift -
eight candidates were electe! to parlianent, tliis meant
that two-thirds of its menbers were newly el-cted, It waa

one of the most successful results .:n any ifrica:. election-_.

244, otanley .eisler, Atlantic, .wrch 1970, .32,

2"3. Ibid.:’.}z-
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sithin the Luo tribal areas, the voters overwhelmingly
elected .irs, unyango and defeated everv Luo incumbent,.
{ribalism was definitely not prevalen* in this election.
In fact this surprising election results led many people
to believe that the outcome reflected a turning point or

a steppinp-stone in henya's history.

The future stability of Kenva depended on the resol-
ution of two issues; the first of whieh was the question
of hikuyu dominance., Kenyatta gave representation to all
the rajor tribes of henva, including tle Luos. Two vouns
Luos were named Minister of iealth and Ninister of \at-
ural iesources, however, the most prestigious cabinet

positions remained in the control of Kikuvus,-246

The second question concerned succession, The deatl
of Kenyatta concerned all for his death could produce a
chaotic period in which the fighting would start all over
again. In the event Kenyatta dies, his successor will he

named by rarliament to serve until the next national

election. Under President Jomo renvatta, tlie hero of ..enva's

struggle for independence fror. Britain, the countrv seecned

to be achieving considerable economic and social progress,

while the countryv was struggling to settle its own
domestic problems outside influence were ready to prev
upon her. The cold war wasn't quite so far away as tle
fenya leaders would have its people believe. The Soviets
had armed the Somali tribesmen during the crisis of a
"Greater Somaliland"; which involved the heated border
disputes. South of Kenya, in Tanzania, the ited Chine.e

continue:!d tu impress iresident .yerere.

246  1bid,p.32.



They had helped in the building of the railroad from Dar es
Salaam to the Zambia copner belt, however, henva denounced
Peking for trying to corrupt Kenyan school children by
distributing its propapanda.-247, When Chou=-En-lai first
visted Africa (December 1963 to Februarv 1964), China's
prospects in Kenya and the rest of Africa appeared good,

itecently it seemed to have lost some of its appeal.- 248

mvents invelving henva, both internal and internation-
al, have been strongly unfavorable to China's cause,.
Tue Kenya:n government would expell any person whose outlook
may have been contrary to the interest of national security:
wang Te-ming, sairobi correspondent for the"\ew China \News
Agency", had utilized his journalist position to cover
up more sinister activities. He was a pavmaster for groups
sponsored by the lted Chinese that sought to overthrow the
moderate regime of Prime Minister Jomo henvatta. Wang Te-
ming was also accused as peing the leading figure in
July 1965 in an attempted cou,. Twenty-seven Kenyans tried

to take command of the K.A.N.U. headquarters.-249

wang's expulsion from henva was a serious setback for
China. A stroag movement was already developing in the
henya rarliament to shut-down the Chinese Lmbassy because
of the so call undersirable and dangerous activities.
Kenya had on several occasions complained about chinese
intrusions-in their internal affairs, (‘hinese funds and
aims were found on its territorv that were intended fer

the political opposition in the country., =250

47. John Chamberlain, sational iteview, MNav 7, 1968, p.450.
248, lbid,p. 450,

249, Newsweek, august 9, 1965, p.45,

0 W e
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The Catliolic Churct also began to take a real
interest in polities and other churches grew concerne!
about the country's economic and social problens,

Today the social orpganizations of the various clurches
are well established and have increased i1nterest in
nany aspects of the country's life. However, the future
is goiug to see increasing resentment among Africans of
any further white rissionaries, .lanv blacks want to

see the clurches Atricanized as rapidly as possible,
LAast Arrica was alrcady witnessing a nurber of African
bishops in the naking in nenya and an Africar cardinal
1n [anzania, Africar politicians also wante! the clurci
to recain se arate fron the state ant to coucern itself

soley with religious ;roblerns.- 251,

i |

African socialisn war on tl» rise, "V'e practice of
African socialisi: involved the attemnt of using viat wac
relevant and ;jood in tlie wav of African custo = in orler
to create new values, in the changing worid of tle monev
economy, in order to bhuild an econorny whiel: would reflect

the thinking of the great nmajority of the people,~252

The clallen;e of .frican sccinlism is ton use tra'l-
itional tlinhing as a neans to find a wav to build a
society in which there is a place for all ..envaus, wliere
all will share bot!: in .overtv and in prosperityv, and
where emphasis i placed upon production hv everyvane; with

security for all, =253,

251. The African who has accepte! Christian teacling in his
own society finds, when he encounters white snciety,
that Christian princi;les are bv no means genernlly
prac* sed, There 1s tlerefore a tendency amongst
Africans to consider Jhristianity as nothing more
than a group relipio. of white people.Johin Hateh,

frice [(oday and Tomorvow, (M.Y. Jrederici A, J/raever,
1960),p.72 Iunformation irom the aenya Mission to l.'.
252, Information frorn the henva 'isxion to the United ‘ations,

253- Ih'd. 1970:0
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Afriean sucialis: Lhad & entireis afferent Lhistor.
irer .urepeai suciulisr, wdivpeai socialies.. wan hura of
the agrarian and tndustrial revolution, vhiell !livyled
seciety Juto the landewiors and tie capitaliast on one
ctie, and the landiens ani the indus.rial prolitagiat o
tihe vther.- 2%4  [lere is no divimion inty =ue. classcs

\irica,for we have witnesse ' the groving of staten
hesug! Ahe forces of rass rovement and governments
compose ' of leadera from the worters an'! .eanants and
Ret from the noble cinan thnt Liad ruled 1n Mroj e,

\frican suctalinr 1m vn practice not tlheory,

in a country sucl, as henva, there needs te he povern~
rent participatio., Government needs to lav out an econ-
ente plan that will be effoct,ve and rust i TO uce energy,
provide education and lealtlh an! social facilities,
buitlding roads aind orvanlsing sarkets, Governrent also needs
to establish bilaterial or even multiiateral trade ArTeoen-
ents, There are certain facilities w! ic! need to be ratio

alized in the public i1nterest, =295

There were two tvpes of hilateral aypreerment which a
newly indenendent state could follow: The first wauld he
with the furmer colonial power; for nearly every new
African state ha! retained certain economic and trading
agreements with the ex-colonial autlorities, In henva's
case the agreement would be nade with eitler the British
Comiionwealtl or the French Communit: (The Common ‘larket).
ltowever, the newly create.! states were tempted ta feel that
this type of arrangement wer» rilled with fear and suspicion
of neocolonial powers,.-256

254,1Tom Mboya, F;ggdg% and After(“oston, Little Hrow:. and Co.,
Inc., 1‘)63), ‘)11 .

«55.1pid,p.171,
Zsﬁ.lbzd,pJ?Z.
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fhe second type of agreement would have to be made
witl the non-colonial powers., In seeking economic and
trade agreements, an African state should lean towards
1ndustrialization, buring the colonial peried Kenva
was regarded as a nroducer of raw materials, however,
after independence one of the immediate chores was to
transforr: Kenva into manufacturing,.-257

Kenya had problems in putting African socialisr
into practice because of its regionalist constitution.
In 1962, at a conference in London, it was agreed tlat
a central Laud Board should control settlement in tle
part of the former "White liighlands” whicl was being
bought for transforiation into African farning areas.,
fhe Toard nerely selects and buys the land for settlement
and supervises or adninisters the loans teo the new settlers,
‘his rreated a two rold probler:: (Le first was tlat ther:
existed the risk tihat some regions would select settlers on
tlie basis of tribe instead of need. The second probler.
wvas that land distribution k' to be selective and evenly
distributed for lan! w~ Lsenyva's rost sicnificant natio: -
al asset., In -~ ler to rapidly increase their national
sToduscion and their ex,orts to the worlid riarket, aenva

)

coulfn't atrford to Lave l.und being unfer-utilized.- 252

257 .1bid, p.103.

258.1bid, p.177.
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llection of 6Y

henva has made dramatic economic and social DrOPress
in her eight vears of independence, but many nroblems
are not arenabie to quick or easy solutions. The
assassination of [om ‘thoya i July, the detention of
opposition party leader uginga Udinga in Uctober and
the national elections in lecember establisled 1060
as the nosu dramatic vear in the politics of .enva since
independence in 1963, The assassination, letention and
resulting tribal animosity threatcned tie ,solitical stah-
ility and economic prowtl that aenya enjoved under sres-

ident Jomo lenvatta,

che election accounted for a laryre turtover in tle
membership of the .ational Asserbly despite tle absence
of an opposition party, so th:t by tle ecnd or the vear
tensions were substantially reduced, ilie general elections
were see:. by many obeervers a< a teans to trouble, for
the fear existel tlat a one- arv elecrion could ossihlv
internsify tribal adirosities a.d possible violence., JhLis
clection was probablyv tle rost critical! moment in the
country's history <ince the tyve of independence. .veryv-
one was reminded of the horror of .iperia and was awaiting
some Kind of tribal warfare. Instead, the ienyvan atnos;h-

ere was calin and tranquil,

It 1s not c¢xuctly clear why this Lappened, but several
reasons carn be usel to explain the situation.: First,
Africans lived in tribal societies that res ected aut. rit:
in an unco:nipronmising way and made it clear they would cont-
1nue to do so. Jecond, tle Luos have a tribs' persan . lity
that allows ther to accept adversity in a fatalistic wav,.
Althougl: their grievances were strowng, tlev did not fig!t

for revenge. Third, the; were not like .a<tern ~igeria.
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tnlike the grieving Ibos, the Luos did not have a govern-
ment or even a radio to rallv the people and tliey there-
fore arrived at the reali<ation that they could do verv
little to change the political situation., (he Luos could
not break away, even if tliev had wanted to, Finally,

the incarceration of Udinga allowed a grouj of younger,
better-educated and more moderate Luo leader to take com-
mand of the opposition, The Luos had to unite thermselves
with the government and not to fight against it. udinga

was only leading his people astray.- 259
Y 134 1 1 Y

The elections were significant for there were 158
seats avallable and the results was that 32 incumbents
were defeated, including five of ‘.envatta's nineteen i in-
isters and fourteen assistant ministers. Llection weré also
quite important, for although tribal lovalties undoubedly
played a part in the election, most KNenvans seered to he
concerned with sucl. issues as housing, educaticn and riedical
facilities. Many of the two million voters were veryv dis-
contented with the standards of living, ‘hev were unhappy
witl. the quality of people holding public office and one
of the common cries at the time was ;" what have you done

for us"?-260

The election of "69" went remarkable well. Kenya,
with only a one party system, had an election that was
mere democratic than many had expected, The election could
be compared to a free-for-all primary. Anyone could vote
in it, even members of the opposition party. There were no
rigid restrictions compelled upon the people, The govern-
ment even allowed members of Odinga's banned party to run
for office. rhis illustrated Kenyatta's political robility

and an election without discriminetion ariong the tribes.-J261

259, stanley !leisler, loreign affairs ,
260. Newsweek, Jecember 22, 1969, 1,50,
241. Meisler,op, cit.,p.115

Volume 49.7\G,1.p.114,
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According to the election results this election
-ermittesd the voters to send newcomers into two thirds
of the seats in parliament. Many political scientist
believed that if there had been a two-party election,
fever incumbents might have lost. They based their
conviction on the fact that if there lLad been a twon-
party svster, with two primaries, many Kenvans who had
voted apainst the incumbents in the ¢ -vernment 's
Asashels primary, crhaps,would have reduced the number
of incumbents that lost in the primary. it was belicve!,
that 1n a general eclection, tle hoiohol. ca.lidates might
bave lind a simoulier time 1u defeating the h.l'.U. party
everywhere exce 't occourse in Luo territory. lnstead,
beciuse of the one-party primary, everyone rui:. on tle sare
party platforn and were tlherefore considered supporters
of the government, -262 This was a jyoud derenstration of
unity, lLowever, the jolitical racliinery !id Lot leave r¢o-
for un o poueut for the presidences. The results bherag tie

autonatic re-eclecting of (einv.tta as nresident.,

the election hnd giveu nenva a new berining, Yenva
now hLad, because of its political marhinerv, the clance tn
settle its awesome tribal »robler witliout fear of vinlence.
viany believed that tle new hone for the Luos rested in the
hands of the -oung, moderate and intelligent i.uos who were
elected to iarliament during the election., The lLuos knew
what Lal to be done., Thev must help themselves to prosner,

Althougl the election marke! progress towards unificat-
ion and democracy the air was stitl surrounde! witl jears
and anxieties for tle every oresent question rema. ned; the
roblern of succession and t!'wt probiers thet it will bring
witl, it. l.ewvatta, altloup! lie is a st-ony leader, is over

eigl.ty vears of aye and his dominance 1il) <onedav end.

~92.5tanley l.elsler, roreign Affairs, volume 49 0.1 p. 116
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Lnder tieir coustitution, dJaulel arap Moi, the

vice president, leader of the Kaleunjin tribe, would serve
as acting president tor a period of ninety dayvs, uring
this tire his powers would be limited while the governrient
made preparations for a national election, There i also
the inevidible fact that the a.d...U. nominee wou' :
automatically elected because the constitution provides
that a candidate will be nominatet! by a politi... parte
and if there 1s only one political partv, as Kenva has,

then hoA.N.L. would retain the presidency, =263

fhe next president would not onlv come tiom the il.A.N.U.,
but would most likely come from the hilkuyu establishnent:
The ministers that surrounded henyatta or the vounger
aliruvus; 2ften wealthy and popular in their lome district,
Their political affiliation with otl.er tribes have been
far stronger thar those of the establishment. In a primary
they raght be more successful ot victory in a national
e'ecction thai members of the establishment would, It is
telieved that their jolitical loygic would be to eliminate
tribal identification in their campaipning and to sell
themscelves as militant socialists wanting to offer a better

deat to all common men; that includes ai! tribe atfiliations.s264

The country probably could not continue to exist
withiout the N\ikuyus, vet they are probably too insipid
numerically to govern without the patronage of u jood
number ot other tribes. Kikuyu isolation, in any forn,
would make poverning difficult; hikuyus attempting to govern
without the popular support or the other tribes tryving to

establis!. a gov. nment without the allerence of the Niluyus,
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\nother problem that existed is that of the many who
have aspired to leadership , thev do not possess the hroad
vision of Kenyatta, nor do thev share his belief that tliere
is room in Lenya for Europeans, Asians or anvone else
who wants truly to he a henvan., =265 The best insurance
for stnbility after nenvatta would be some tvpé of an
arrangement between the Kikuyus and the Luos about his
successor,

There is also the strong contention on the part of the
people, that if anti=-Kikuyu resentment becomes too strong,
the hikuyus,as a compromise, might support the '~~der of
A sraller tribe in exclange for his Iledge to ..eep the
Nikuyu establishment in power, - 266 henya's political
existence would lLerefore depend on the need for stubility
and for tribal compr. 11:e, vase! on barpga uing and satron-

u.in;:.

il

i.ocal Government

henya is divided 1nto sevei regions: Coast, Lastern,
Central, .1ft Valley, \vanza, Western ani the former “orth-

t*n istrict and the MNairobi area.

Local povernrient matters are exclusively r. erved
to the repgional asserblies, whiclh are elected by uniwv. 1
adult suffra;e and healed bv nresidents who are electe. R
two-tliitrds majoritics of assc.blyv we -bers, There arc two
tyres of upper loeal authorities; muniecr mlitios and coun'y
councils a:nd four ty es of lower autlorities; urban council, :

township authorities, wrea counctl and local council, “any

of the councils raie: tLiedr owi revegues by, construct

vnd maintain roads, carr  oat aghl e valth  ecasuyres,con-
struct auad 1mprove lousiny, « atiih te t. thep cont of
education and  rovide aei1vi1cws fo at, 1 v raculture
and sociral welfaurte, Jir wirto ' . ARILRAGEAL R
city council, 1« tle frgect yo R P e cetral

Fovernnent =267
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i.0oKiny bach at tle countries political bistoryv, oanec
must rember that the first Arrican elections were first
held in darcl! 195', after whick time changes in the
composition of Xen a's govern:ent care considerably fast,
3y 196U the Legislative Council had an african majority
{ 33 of 53 constituency seats), for the first tire in
the country's histcry. Jhree years later ( June thy A S
-enva had acuieved internal self-government. General
elections had taken place earlier in iav. 1In .Jecerber

of tlie saie ear, the countrv attai:ed inicnendence,

tn Novenber 10,1964, the o; osition party, the {.A..0.0,
was voluntarily dissolved by its leader, Mr ionald \,ala,
in order to join the government side, thus introducting
tl.  one-party syster for the first tire. :arly in 19606,
however, a new partv was formed v a s 211 splinutet ~rou .
led by the former ‘ice-iresident, ir. ringa tidinpa, tie
senya Peoples Urion which won nine of the twentv-seven

seats contested during the election of 1966,

n.i'wU. was dissolved on Uctober 30,196 becanse the
oarty had been too subversive, both in its nature arnd in
1ts objectives. nenya had returned to only one jolitical

party.

265,  {he Luos ¢ould be an unsettling force if they decidod
‘ to resist any aiauyu or hihuvu suported candidate,
ibid, . 120,

266,05 Tbad o pe 1200

.:(’70 Il)i(i' fte 11“-
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thien, on december 6,1969 preiininarv eler~tions were
held. .lore than six lundrea car.didates ran for the one
hrindred and fifty-eighit seats of the \National Assembly,
un vanuary 29,1970 .eayatta took oat! of office for las
second tern as iresident of the Republic. Kenva achieved
internal self-government on June 1, 1963, aud bec .mes an
independent sovereign state on ‘lecember 12, 1463, un
her first anniversary of Indenendence she became a lie-

public.

fhe ..epublican Constitution of aenyva containe! in
schedule 2 of the aenya Independence urler in Council
1963, as amended by tle constitution of henvi {(Amerdent]
Acts number 26 and 30 of 1964, No. 14 of 1965 and lo,16,
17 and 1o uf 1966, =263

The Hepublican Constitution declares .cnva to he
a soverelgn aepublic, and mukes provision regarding
citizenshin, protection of the tundamentanl riphts and
treedoms of the individual, the iresident, the Cabinet
and sarliament, the Judiciary,the Judicial service Cornr-
ission and the Courts, the isublic service, .0'..e and tle

iubtic sesvice Lommission, and also rakes provision for

Yrovincial Councils and for the sare ruarding of Trust land,

fhe iresident is tle liead of otate and Coil.mander-in-
Chief of the Armed rorces. lie is aided and alvised b a
Cabinet of iMinisters wlo are appointed by the President

from among the members of the National Assembly,

The President, who must be a citizen of Kenya, an
elected member of the National Assembly and not less than
35 vears of apge, is normally elected at the (General
Election whieh foll ws a dissolution of Jsarliament,
Parliament must be dissolve! every five years but rav be

di1ssolved sooner by the {'resident,
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At a ueneral .lection every voter, in addition
to casting his vote for the candidate of his choice
for Lis coustituency, casts a vote for the :residential
candidate. wach political party taking part in the
ueneral .lection nominates one candidzte for iresident.
~onination of such a candidate shall not be valid unless
it is s« _.orte! by not less than onec thousand persons
regsistered as voters in elections to the ational \sserbly,
sliere only ore candidate for President is valtidly nominated,
and that candid.te is elected as a memtuvr o the ‘.ational
Assenbly, he shall be declared to bhe electe! as i'resident,
If more thai one candidate is validlv nominate', a woll
shall be taken in eac. constituenc ror tle election of
a i'resident (whether or not « pot!l is required to be takewn
for an election to the .ational isserbly in that constit-

ueney !,

I tle Ufrfice of the .resident hecomes vacant bv
reason of the leat! or resipaation of tle ‘re~ident,
or by reason of uis ceasing to hold orfice while 1t 1s
beang determined wiether hLe has been validly electel as
sresident ot niembers of tie National \sserblv, an election
oi « srestdent siall be held within the jperiod of ninet-

darvs 1miediately rollowing the occurrence of that vacarncey,

varliament 1s constituted bv the lresident and tle
@wivional asserblv, fliere ire 15 .lected ‘embers of
the ~ational Asseubly, elccted bv universal aduit sufr-
rage to represent single-riember constituencies, ‘There
are also 12 s.ecially nlected .lembers. 1!e Attorne:-
ueneral 1s an ex--fficial member of the Assenpiy, e
ltouse elects the »pealier and Jeputy speaner. A candilate
for election to .atioaal Assembly must be a ..enva citizen

ol 21 vears of ape, and rust be a registered voter,




(137)

In the aepublican Constitution, xecutive ard
Lezislative powers are divided so as to rive eftect
to three main priaciples, namely, that strong national
leadership should exist and be an)arent tn the people,
that the I'resident and his Cabinet should bhe collectivelx

responsibie to :arliarent, ani that sarliament should
be supreme.

Strong national leadership is assure’ by the
election of an executive .resident, who viti. his Cabin:t
soverns with the su,jort of the rajority in .arliament,
fiie suprenacy of iarliament i~ assure: 1n that the
idresident must resip., or dissolve carliament if e :annot
comrand its support, in that .iarlisment is tle onls law
making body, and in tlhat the caitrol of public finance is

exercised by Jsarliament,

the Lo jubliecrn Constitution sateruards the inlen—

enience o tlhe Juliciary and the Lule of lLaw,

Judicial oystem: The judicial svster of lenyva con o
a »u;reme CLourt, reyular courts and periodic ce ~°
African courts w!ich have limited but incren:
ion in cases chncerning Atfricans,
The suprere Court sitting at Nairobi
~lsumu consists of a c!iel justice and pu
contains both civil and criminal jurisdic
frorm 1ts deci=ion mav bhe taken to tl.e Co
for cast Africa., The repular and periad
presided eover by resident ma;;istrates ar

istrates.

268, Constitution tasen from the Inf.:- m the Kenya
“dission to the United liutions.! ..
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In the rural areas the district office: < are

re nonsible for the work ol the courts in tleir district
and the provincial cotrmissioners are empowered hy the
itovernor to Lear appeals from the districsy Commissioners
vourts. The Court of iieview hears appeals on matters
arising fror. African Customary law on cases fror the
rrovinicial Commissioners, istrict Commissioners and
African courts. This modern day society las moved away
frorm the days when the chiefs and headmen were ernipowered

to try civil cascs or disputes,
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Chapter \l:

nconomy of a L.ew Nation

The typical Arerican businessman used to come lLere

on safari and leave. Now a lot of them <ho come here as

tourist get interested in business orospects ar start

loohing ar und,"-=267

sairobi is still a starting out jlace for safaris
and the white hunter in busl jackets cai -till be seen
striding througl the Mew stanley lotel. MNairobi is
becoming kno n for bigger and Letter adventures suc! as
business enterprises. This is because lenva is one of
Africa's nost stable countries and a magnet for many
Un.ted s>tates' companies. We have already talked about
~cnya's political ,social and some of her econonic
problems, In this final chapter we will discover the
remarkable ;rogress that was made b. this new country,

inspite of all tlie problems she had encountered.

my

to natural cecographical divisions. All the maj-r nrobloems

of enya stemed from the fact that she is a multirancial

¢ nlurat societyv. The tropical! coast, with its mixture

.f Arab and ‘ortupuese is separated frur the hipghlands hy

a wide strip ~f rocky, tangled and semi- barren cou.try.

the nortlierr frentier district is a desert whiclh is »)en

to thie Somalis, and the ljasai herdsmen who wvandered across

the Yenya-Tanzania border with no concern for j;olitical
tounderies, following their cattle to whatever pastures
were greenest and |.ving apart from rore agricultural

tribestien on a di -t of blood, iiilk and cow's urine,-.6h:

.‘

267. Business week, oeptember 2, 1967, »,.103,

26+, John Cliamberlain, Mational leview, ~ay 7 ,1968, ;, 45

rie Yritish creuted henva oripginally - ithout regards
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Chapter \l:

sconomy of a ..ew Nation
" "M s 2 2 2
the typical Arerican businessman used to come hcre
on safari and leave, Now a lot of them +lio come here as
tourist get interested in business prospects ar start

loohing ar und,"-=267

sairobi is still a starting out place for safaris
and the white hunter in busl. jackets cai -till be seen
striding througl. the Mew stanley hotel. MNairobi is
becoming kno n for bigger and Letter adventures suc! as
business enterprises, This is because !lenva is one of
Africa's nost stable countries and a magnet for many
Un.ted states' companies. We have alreadv talked about
~cnya's political ,social and some of her economic
problems, In this final chapter we will discover the
remarkable ;rogress that was made b. this new country,
inspite of all tlie problems she had encountered.

fi.e Yritish creuted Lhenva originally - ithout repards
to natural ccographical divisions. All the maj r nroblem:
of Kenya stemed from the fact that she is a rultiracial
« »nlurai society, The tropical coast, with its mixture
. Arab and ‘oriuguese is separated frur the hiphlands by
a wide strip ~t rochy, tangled and semi- bharren cou.try.
rthe nortlierr frentier district is a desert whiel is 2pen
to tlie Somalis, and the .iasai lierdsmen who wvandered across
the Yenya-Tanzania border with no concern for j~olitical
voundaries, following thear cattle to whatever pastures
were greenest atd | ving apart frorn rore agricultural

tribesren on a i 't of blood, ilk and cow's urine,-.2hi

267. Business week, oseptember 2, 1967, p.108,

265, John Cliamberlain, National leview, »av 7 ,1968, 451,
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henya contains some of the lest agricultural land 1in
Zas1 Africa, althougl. mere tharn half of the eountrv 1s
arid, witl little ;ctential for irripstion. Asrricu!tural
rroduction is centered in tle -.are hurid seoutl, on the
cool plateau in tae bake Victoria basis and alone the
tropical coast. The southwestern repion ¢ .ntairns reet -, -

tiie oyulation wlich is 97 per cent African,-2¢0

suropeans, who at first were _us*ly P ers aa’ ail) -
inistrators, i rec- it vearg turne ! (o e oamreopcg it
industry in the urban ceaters, It 14, Lovever, aoite
d1rticult for the wiure eans, who .ave broupht %l eir tecl-
nical, nedical and educ.viona’ inowled;e fror : -« ~der:,
sophisticate! corn' i1 vat, te nscce,t p ninoritv sosition,
It 1a8 equally dafficult for tae Arricans tn acepnt tie
political, econunic a.d sucial :ltomination of an . lien
rinority wlor, thev “elieved te be prinai il inspired he
tne Jdesire to se1ze turir hicredrtivry la.'-, Un the ot er
s1de the asians and arabhs were not willing tn acee -t ! «
hogtality of Lotl Luregcans ud AMrica s, whicl tlev el
nay lea. tu the destruction of the c¢o: - erci.l businesses

that thiev Lo e established, in sumiation, the nai.. pro-

blei: 1av seny . 1s that eaci. .ace 1f se arute and apart and

thinhs flist as "africans,” ".uropesns,"” "Asi1ana," or

"Aarabs" anud net at beinpg "aenvaus",

1t is, ol course, a pross over=sinm lification to
consider anv of tlLese comuunities as bHerne Lo oprenenus,
The 10,673,77VU A’ricans are Jdiviled between ten major
tribes. as in many nther african territeries, tliere lLad
also Jdeveloped anongst the Arrican considerabl - ten-icw
betweer. those who =till live! the oid African life in
tribal society, and those whn ha ¢ become detribal.zed,

269, william P.Lineberry, nast Africa \ The H,», Wilson Co.,

New York, 1968),-,101,
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among the Asiuans,too, there were considerable
divisions, [Lere was, first of all, that scparation
whicl. 1. s develojpe! amongst the Asian communities all
over Africa between the hindu and oslenj; with lovalties
generally directe! towards India and rakistan respect-
ively., The Luropean and Arab communities were ;raobably
nore homogeneous although thev too had their differences.
liowever, there has been quite a change in both mood and
substance due largely to the politics of senya's Jomo
Renyatta.

lie has remarkable nersuaded lLis countrvmen to put
aside their tribal and racial differences and to wor
for national unit “estern businessmen operate in Kenva
without fear of nationalization, in shar; contrast to
nearby Tanzania whicli earlier in 1967 nationalized for-
eign owned banks and some foreign owned conp.onies, !iowever,
there does exist today some pressure to " Africanize"

business and povernment i1s growing more intense,-=270

anenyatta Lad drawi up an econoriac development | lan
that stressed hotl. public and private enternrise and whiel
set a growth goal of 6,3 [ a vear through 1970, however,
this poal ap;ecare! to be on the conservative side because
in 1966 lLenva's pross domestic product grew at an 8 ~ rate.
sanufacturing increased at a 7 7 rate.-271 To maintain this
growth record, nenratta was countiiy on plenty of help fror
the outside; both from aid( whicl. comes largely fror Uritain)

and in foreipgn investments.

“envatta's lib-~al 1nvestment proprar was desi~ned to
bring in businessrei froin everywlere, not just Britain,
‘Le ast African tooperation Treatv ( .enva, Tanzania and
Upsanda) was designed to encouray< more companies to nove
tl.eir sale offices to \airobi frorm such cities a- .lone
and Be.rut and fror the Unite!l otate.-272.

270. Business Weeh, osepterber 2, 1967,5,108,
271. 1bid,p.103.
272. libid,p.1 3.
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srosperity id not evolve too e.sv for .fricans.
If we discuss ti.e proposal from the colonial dayvs we will
see the problems that existed: Tle demands of wSII, upon
hast Africa gave rise to new interterritorial bodies and
councils to direct, regulate and cvordinate the economy

and nanpower of Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.

" To foster .ast .frican econonic development, the

dritish gavernuent publishied ( Jecermber 1945), the "white
paper" proposing a new interterritorial organization in
sastAfrica. "= 273 [lLe proposals cnvisaged the creation
of an Bast African high commission consisting of the
governors of Kenya, Tanzania and Upanda, with a permanent
secretariat to adninister interterritoral services.
Criticism of the proposals revolved almost entirely around
the principle of equal representation of .ast Africa's
tliree major racial groups. <(he most deternmined criticisn
came fronm the henya usuropean corsunity, whiech reprarded tle
priuciple as a threat to the ideals of white settlerment .l

its political predoninance in tlie affairs of the colony.=27

in a nove towards re;rional cooneration the Hrineisal

of equality was considered an nbstacle., Ule Enclisl snea =

ing states o Last Afriea liave a long tradition of conp-
eration in econonic matters, uring the vears of Britis!
cclonial administraticn, maayv important economic functions
were perrormed jointly for henva, Upanda .nd Tauzania, Tra.'e
flowed freely witlin the area and tle currenecv in use in

all these countries were i<sued by a centralize! institution,

In 1948 the ..ast Africa Ligl Commission, whicl became the

.48t Africa: Common ocrvices .r:anl1zationy ..A.Cosete) 05tubil=

-

ished its headyuar _ers ii sairobil, =275
273. Cus's Rirby, Bast sfrica: ..l. David shite, 1963)n,1.,
274. 1lbid,p.48.

~750 Ibld"ndsc
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foday the common currency syvstem is being dismantle!,
while the mast African Comison darket is undergoing severe
stresses, Ihis weakening of the important economic ties
between the states stemmed from the failure to reach
agreement after independenceon the formation of a political
nast African Feleration, partly due to fears of demination
by Kenya, themost economicially advanced member of the
trio., It would seem logical th:t a combined single potentieal
market of aproximately 30 million pe .ple instead of three
separate markets would appe:r nore advantageous to industries,
ilowever, tle problem was tlat Kenya always receivel a preater
shure or the cdventure for Nairobi had what investors a; eared
to desire; transportation and cormrunications facilities,
space, water, pleanty of available labor and pleasant livinge
conditions, The results were tl.e -eparation of their
currency and the establislhment of .n independent monetary
authorities because of their differences.=276

In Kenyva, one tuiks about unemployment , about the
lack of ca ital aivl the neel! tor overseas investiient and
jndustrializations 7The two nain resources were land
«nd labor, which were abundant .n¢ far from being il
exnloited, It is estimated that there is five-in-=half
milli n acres ofgood but undeveloped because of the
attitude of the poople and a new spirit had to be created so
that the people would feel feel that they were profiting
from their work .na not that somecone else was benefiting,
henya necceded needed tlie leelin; of patriotisu, whicl is
natural and healthy and what a ran needs to identity with

ones country.-277

fhe economy is dependent almost entire)> on agricultural
production. Althougli there 18 a growing aud valuabie
tourist trade anl a relatively small supply of minerals,

the importance of agriculture can hardiy be exaggcrated,

276 1bid,:.157.
277 1hid,p.157.
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Before World war II industrv was on a small scale
and aimed at satisfying only ‘ocal needs. Secondary
industrial development has grown rapidly since the war,
tlie chief innovation being the refining of supgar, the
milling of flour, the making of clothing from imported
fabrics and the manufacture of cement. !Most manufacturing
was on a smal! scale because of the limited demand result-

ing from low per capita income.

since the advent of political independence tlhie economy

has recorded continued growth and expansion and the year
1965 has been one of significant progress in all sectors
of the economy. ilany new industries have been set u; and
growing investments in various projeets have transformed
and disversified the economic base. The results of these
changes are visible in every sphere of economic acticity,
specifically in trade and industry, transport and corm-
unications, irrigation and power,agricunlture and social
services, ror the first time in the historv o1 Kenya so
many development on a big scale have taken place in a

short span of time.-278

In the last 2} vears existing industries have ex anded
and several new industries liave been established, Nairobi
remains the chief industrial center :nd is still the head-
quarters of many comrercial orranizations operating through-
out kast Africa. Anong the more i1mportant industries
established in Nairobi are: bhrewing, s<nft drinks, flour
mills, pharmaceuticals, small textile and hknitwear factorieos,
cigarette manufacture, clothing and footwear, foodstuff
manufacture, light engineering and soap-making. fihere are
a1so meat and fruit canning factories, shic factory, a sisal
and ro.e factorv, & paper factary, lirdes and siins, tanning
factory, cement factory, timber rills, coffee and ;roce <1t g
factories an! a textile factors a few riles fron hairobi,-27

ava from the leuva ission to the Lnited vations.
S

7y ibid.
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iatially industry was based on the processing of
agricultural coimodities for export, but the Nritish
built up .airobi to be a center of sast Africa finance, trade
anl transortation. !lombasa and ,.airobi are the two
principal distribution centers for imported goods. They
are linhed by reil and higlwavs to the snal. interios
towns in their 1miediate areas, <The main olfices of all
tiie leading import wnd ex rt firms, not only for .Lenya
but for all of sast .frica, are in both [dormbasa and .airobi.
iliere are over seveuty U.o. companies with offices or slants
in henya compared to the year 1962 when tliere were only
20 U.s, investments in lenya. The Hritish controlled 80
of the investments and the U,5. Controlled 15 =280

Long-term crelits were given Jor the urclase of land,

pernanent improvement mortages, purclase of livestock,

implenents, fertilizers,etc. short-term loans were rrarted

for seasonal farrm expenses. The Nairobi stock Ixchange

deals in governrent securities and t!e securities of rany
private conmpanies. 1t Las also been approved by ani accent..!
by thie London s5tock iLxchanpge as an associated exchanse,
Insurance companies have also been establislie!, They rust

be registered and licensed, (hey are required to i.ahe securitv
deposits witl, the {reasury, rile annual financial reports,

and obscrve otlier government regulations. Most of the

large British, couth African and Asian companies are represent-
ed 1n ..ast Africa through brokers or ageiits, Ilhese Insurance
companies have made consideiable investments in aenyva,

particularly in real estate in .airobi.-281,

In 1961 there were 559,391 nversuns of all racee in naid

employment, of whom 529,386 were Africans, 37,721 \sians

and 22,184 ,uropeans, Tlese Tigures re:resente! a decline

by more than 5 ~ over the 1960 fijyures and were at tleir
lowest level since 1954,-2082
280, dusiness seeh, .cpt. 2, 1067,,.110

281, ibid,p.117

282. |bid,p.117

e
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buropean large- scale agriculture and forestry was
tlie largest employer of Afric.n labor with over 47 '
of the total or 249,764.There were also 52! Asians and
1,634 Luropeans employed in this area as well., srivate
industry and commerce employed 134,089 Africans, 24,973
Aslauns and 11,66Y nuropeans, while the public services
employed 145,533 Africans, 12,220 Asians and 2,£81 .juroreans.
Labor movements in aenya was largely confined to orpanizations
among the African working force, althoupl. there were a few

Asians and Luropean er.ployee unions existing.-283

Domestic electricity production was based on imported
fuels and had to be supplemented by supplies originating in
Uganda and Tanzania. Flans were under way to develor hyvdro-
electric power resource$ to augment domestic generating
capacity. Ahenya despite the lack of full resources has
become tlie most important manufacturing and business center
in nust Africa. Tolay there are electricity supplies
available in \airobi, Nombasa, hisurnu, hericlo, Nakuru,
Naivash, Thika,\yeri, anyuki,hldoret, itale,Kamameya, irbu,
amd .ieru as well as in extensive rural areas ,-284

11

aenva's most important cash cro.,s are coffee,tea,sisal
and pyrethruis. As a result of planning and of work carried
out in recent years, coffee vields are likely to double.
In fact , tea, sisal and pyvrethrum will also double.
There is considerable scope for cotton and nineapple product-
ion and these will, in the future vears, rank amongst the
top exports crons. JSupgar cane is also beinpg expanded. ienyva
is almost self-sufficient in rice and further expansion
will result in entering the export market,-235
283 Information from the aenya Hission to tle U.\.
284 lbid.

28 Ibid.
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Kenya has a large expanding livestock industry;
Much of the country is suited to ranching and there

is an impottant dairy industry in
rainfall., oairv products such as

the areas of highe:
butter, cheese, milk

are exported to Uyanda and Tanzania as wel! as several

foreign countries, Thc rearing of woo! rep is bhe-

coming increasingly important, and woc = also exported

Production is now expanding to meet local neceds and the

export rnarket., The

pig industry normally provides all

local rejuiremen:s topether with a surplus for export,.

The future will =.e n big exploitation of Kenyva's irrig-

ation potential in ._ti tlLe I wrer

wlver projects,-286

Tana and l.ower [ana

today wenya's apgriculture is sufficiently diversifie!

enough to produce virtually every

basiec arricultural foo!-

stuf't, Lnly certain nmineral tood and luxary jyoods Lave to he

iriporteid. Not only is aenya able

to produce foodstuff to

rmeet its own neelis, but it helps to a considerable role to

ensure tlhe sclf-sufficiency ot the Last African Comron

Harket,

" ahere there has been racial
ended, “here there has been tribal
furnished., Let us not dwell u,on

sass. I would rather look to the

hatrel, it rust be
anirosity, it will he
thie bitterness of tle

future, to the rood

new henva, not to the bal old davs, If we can create

this sense of national direction and 1dentity, we shall

have gone a long wav toward solving our econoiric !:rohle~=s,

se hold out no empty promises of aclieving utopia overnLt.

nlat we hol! out to eve.r ecirtzen 1

Justly rewasds,”" = sono henyatta

s tle prospect of wori and

1 feel tiat the above quotation taken from n speeci

made by Jomo henvatta can be used

256, lbid,1972.

in concluding the Jet . .iled
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examination of Lenya. <The future of HLenya looks hright;
politically, socially and economically, The People of
kenva have-learned to live togetlier and to work topetliar
bringing about the prosperity of the country and gnswering
many of the wislies and desires that henyatta, Liimself,

) ‘n his speecl., Whether the countrv will
continue to prosper and whether racial harmony can
exist after nenyatta 1s gone , no one can honesty
predict the future, but while this pgreat leader and statesrman
is still ruling henya can look forward to remaining as
one of the leading African countries and a fully developed
state.



(1)

A lirier liscussion Un leoples Of Kenya

Phis discussion does notv ‘eal in det it, wity
any tride, but merely ni, )i, l.ts sore of the .nie
picturesque .s ects of life in Kenva, It slioul!
be born in rin., however, that especially in tlie
tovis a growing number of henyans hLave nequired the
standards ir Western civilization vhile otlers ! .ve
bejun to luy a-ide the customs of tleir foref.thers.
fet, in spite ol these cl nges, it is not necessarv
to travel very far froo the town<+o see the Kenyans
in their tribal environment. The policy of the
Governme.t ! 8 .ee.. to e¢.sure t.“t what is best in
tribal customs nd colture will survive the ir pact

of Western civilization,

According to the 1969 jopulation census, tlore
were 10,942,705 people living in the country, ‘en-
yrns of African origin numbere' 10,673,770, The
reraining 268,935 were non-Africans rma o uj, as
follows:
uropeasans: 40,593 it whom 3, 39 were Keinyan citi-. :
Asianss 139,037 oi w.om 60,994 were citizens of .-iag
Arabs: 24,1%9 Keirya citizens out of « total of 27,86

Arabs.,

son-henyan: 59,432 mestly Tanzauiaus, Ugandans, dwandese,
Barundi, somalis, sthio.i .ns, sudancse a:d

Africans: X
Congolese.

Uthers: 1,987,
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heiy ns oi African origin cun be classified Ly
tleir language. Tlere are four . uin laigu.ge groups:
The Baintu, the .ilotic, the Nilo-Hamitic und the Hamitic.
The largest group is the Duntu, nade up of numerous
tribes wlo praetice agriculture., Mucl of the rost

fertile land in Kenya is cultivate! by therm.

The hiistoric:l migration of Dantu peoples are
not known for certain, but accepted theory is that
there were tow irajor migrations, one from asest and
aid Centrul africa, ..d the other from Lkast and
Nortl. Africa. while the laiguage of these groups
is similar, the plhysical characteristics of tle
Bantu vary a good deal r'ro: tle rotles tall 1d prou!
Haluhya people Lear Lake Victeiia, to the short

itroverted Nvika of the LCoast. A char.cteristic
o1 ro~t Bantu peoples 1s tlLat they cultivate tle
slopes ol ..enya's m.ny mount.ins: the Embu, Meru
and Kikuyu around the vase of Mount Kenve, the

Baluhya tribes surrounding .lount Kilimanj-ra,

The Nilo-Hamitic peoplc¢s are corpose! of the
several! Luo tribes on the shores of Lake Victoria,
stretci:ang fro: Uganda borler well into Tunzania,
Their migrati.n route w.s the sile Valley. Leir
oaigin can be tr.ced bHy langu .ge .nd culture to

sudan,
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The Lilo*uaritic peonle are, from tle visitor's
point or view, tle rost picturesque. MNilo=Hamitic
1s a misnom:r, as it imnplies a mixture of ANilotic,
but therc is no evidence to support this, nor lis
tle lanyu~ge .ny cirilarity to thuat of the M\ilotes.
The term is used, liowever, to describe that ¢ snplex
of p.storal o, les which inciudes the (tnsai, Nandi,

Kinsigis, i'okot (5uk), Samburu .nd Truhana.

The Haritic-speaking grou,s .re foun! in Lorth-
ern Ke.va, the largest Yeiny tle oomali, witlh its
closelv related prou, - of . a- , Urm., Rendille

arnd Boran.

A fnsecinatin, remnant are the wandorobo, wlo
originally occunied tie for rst in tle rountain
areas of Kenyva, but are nov riostly ibserhed by
other tribes, Tlese were tle i1 'ij;e ous forext

hunters of ' ..nya.

——

BAMIU

KIAUYU

Kenya's largest tribe, t}e hiluyu, nurbering
2,201,632 people, inhabit the tertile lun  around
the sloves of ..ount Aew.ya aid the eastern Aberdares
to the north of .airobi, wit tleir tribal "cousin."
the zZmbu ind Meru, they originally c .me with tpe
Bantu imnmigr .nts up the Tana River, settling in

the Fort Lall pistrict.

‘he hikuyu are rich. in trival legyend and
steeped in the .vstic betiefs, rituat ' ~itcheraft
of tleir foruer cultures. Legend Las it th.t *le

tribe orinin ted on ount henva (Kiriivags.),
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Mlen tle sikuyu ocecupied what is now Fort Hall

they found the wandorobo hunters in fuirly luarge

numbers using tie area for gathering hLoney,

The first white settiers tound the Kikuyu and
Masal engayged in constant raiding an' wairf.re and
at the end of last century nuch of the aurea was

decimuted by rumine and amallpox.

buring the unsettlied social .nt! ,olatic.l
contitions whicl eccorpanied the strugpele for
independence, the hikuyu awakened to the ecounornic
poteitinl of tleir tribal luands which lie to tle
norti of XNairobi, bounded by the Aberdare loun-

teins and Mount Kenya.

An entirely new land tenure svsten, invelving

indtividual ownership, w.s ilntrodrced during tle
1950s,

The lan! occupied by tne Kikuyu is extremely
fertile «nd covers the  resent-day districts of
Kiarbu, Fort Hall aid ANyeri, Mueh op it is ricl,

red soil lLavin; tie greatest sotential of ny

area in Keiuya. Un it grows a vaiiety of casli crops,

including corffee, tea (at Lipher altitudes), wattle

pyrethrurm and fruit, Hore and more Kikuvu fariers

are steadily irpreving their c-ttle,

|
|
|
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The Kikuyu are avid for education and tlere are
many Government and mission schools dotted all over
the three districts, one of the best known being
tle alliance High oclivol, at Kikuyu village not

far from Nairobi,
~LBitU

The lauguage of the Meru is sufficiently like
thaet of the Embu and Kikuyu for membersof these
tribes to understaund one anotier. In 1969, tlere
were 655,386 peoc le of Meru tribe in Xenya. The
tribe ..as developed, however, a more eficctive
indigenous political system than tle other two.
The tribal councils, or Njuri, still exercise

strong influence on tie life of the people.

Meru land on tlhe ecastern slopes of Mount
Kenya is exceedingly fortile and yields sore of
the finest coffee in the world at tlie rate of
two crops a year, while the plairs country beyond
is dry and unsuited to intensive cultivation.
Meru on the plains have large herds of cattle
and live more like their Kamba neighbors in Kitui
District.,

The Mbere section of the Meru are f :ous for
their drunmers to he seen on special occasions in

Nairobi, where they are always a great attr.ction,
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I
!
In recent years tle “eru lLave rale rapid jprogres §
in tleir agricultural ‘'evlepment and, si‘e bv side I
with this, tliey Lave advance cousiderably in the

1

commercial field,

Closely reluted to tie Kinuru, the FErbu occupy
land on the lower southern slopes of ‘ount herya,
extending trom the dry Mwea plain u; to *he torest
belt at about 8,000 reet. Their pusher wa« 117,999
in 1969,

In recent yvears tle poiicy ol necavri;y. g 4«
introduction ot «¢. ! crun. YW &8 ¢ vars <u- eesful
in the mmbu Jiscrict . therr are powianv thriving
coltee co-o0 eratives proges-.ng 'he colise bevries
grown by thesmallliolders, Tea 1. u mva cro. whic:
a nurmber ot btmbu are cultivatiag succeasfully., It

is also ¢stahiishe’' in the ‘oru cuuntry,

some excellient d. ¢lupy *cars re sti1ll to he
fou..- 1n arts 9! the wmbu istrict, anlthau,h -ome
dances .re beesmiin: rare ..d in d knper @of beiny
tergoticer. by  thie uouager yeneratiia, Aach a dance
18 the pitl-hat luice, erforry. hy ol ‘er =en and
seen only o1 r.are oc.avirois, The stijt tance ix
nlibt, er iautevestiny dance to e aper. 1o tie -mbu
District, Fer this, tle 4 ..cers wear i 1-ter

biaock gloaks ardd 1=z 9! w!1ti 11 | akin,
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WAKANE &

The fourth largest tribe in Kenya, wakamba,
numbering 1,167,712 inhabit the nills and plains
to the east of Nairobi. For many years the wakamba
have been the backhone of the Army, Frisons and the
Police forec and even today there are many more
applicants for service among the Wakamba than can

be accepted,

More recent has been the Wakambas emergence as
a progressive farmer. Not many years ago, the
countryside around Machakns began to ~egsemtle 5 desert
after sucessive vears of drought and over-cultivation,
brastic measures taken by the Government were at First
resented by the wakamba, BRut with acceptance of the
new techique, a startling chanre socon came over the face
of the country, so much that a Eritish writer has
ciscribed the event as like the “"greatest miracle in

Africa”

Machakos is one of the two tribal districts
ingabited bv the Wakambha., Some 690,613 tribesmen
live in this 6,000 snquare njle district and another

333,808 in Kitui.
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Machakos might have become the capital of Kenya
in place of Nairobi, had the railway from Mombasa
to Ugarida passed this way instead of farther south.
It was for centures an important point on the caravan

route to the interior,

The Wakamba are an independent, cheerful people
who love to express themselves in song and dance,
Their dancing is among the most spectacular of any
African tribe and has been descirbed as "acrobatic
dancing®, featuring double somersaults and other

difficult egvrations,

As hunters and warriors, they are skilled in the
use of the long bow, and use deadly poisons, but with
the revolutionary progress in their agriculture, the
industrious Wakamba have long since laid down their
arms and taken up instead the hoe and the plough. As
wood-carvers tne Wakambs of oné areéa possess con-
siderdble skill and their wooden animals find a

ready market both in Kenya and oVerseas,

e I ———
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POKOMA

The Pokoma, who inhabit the banks of the banks
of the lLower Tana River, are allied to the Coastal
Bantu or Nvika group which include the Giriama,
Digo and Duruma and some lesser tribes, The entire
eroup trace their origin to the legendary city of

Shunegwayva, believed to have heen near Somalia,

The Pokomo, farthest north of the grdup, have a
close relationship with the River Tana, for thev depend
upon its floodwaters twice yearly to irrigate their cood
crops of rice, cassava and maize, the non-Muslims
supplémenting this diet with fish and the occasional

hippnopotamus or crocodile,

Some 35,181 Fokomo live in a dis*rict of over
Q9,000 sauare miles, but thev ingabit only the river

banks.

Dug-out rcances, hollowed from solid trees, serve
asn the Pokomo's chief menas of transport, althourh more

»aads are being built to serve in the drv weather,
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They are benefiting from the cotton-growing scheme
under irrigation at the District Heacdquarters at

Galole,

TAITA and TAVETA

The Bantu Taita who live in the cluster of hills
rising out of the arid bush-country around Voi, on
the railway from Mcmbasa, have a close affinity with
the Nvika people nearer the coast, but over the
years b=vp gauired some of the customs of the Wakamba,

ineluding the navit of filing their teeth.

Mogt of the Taita, now numbering 114,51& live
in an area onlyS500 square miles in extent, made up
of one merin mountain mass, a smaller one adjoining it
and a separate mountain community on Sagalla, some
distance away, Within the same district are the
Taveta -~ A tribe of ferest dwellers, who, although of
the name ethnic group, have widely differing customs

from the Taita.

The Taita, who have become one of the most
progressive agricultural tribes in Kenya, etill retain
many tribal customs, including the preservation of
ancestral skulls, The farmers in the Taita hills have

displayed great ingenuity in managing their fertile,

e

-

S —

S —
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clayey loam and irrigation is an old art, formerly
achieved by miles and miles of “pipes® made from

banana stems,

The white - kilted Giriama women are an integral
feature of the coastal scene nortn of Mombasa, Their
national ccstume, the hando, consists of 40 vards
of white cloth, reaching from the waist to the knees.
The men have mostly replaced the waistcloth of
similar material with the two-piece clothes of the

Swahili,

Like the Pokomo, the Giriama come from the north
and were earlier settled at the mouth of the Sabaki
River, but were forced to move further south and they
now occupy land in the Kilifi District, cultivating
cotton, cashew nuts, some tropical fruits, cassava,
rice, milet, sorghuml and eleusine. The great herds
of cattle they once possessed have long since been

lost to Masai raiders.
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They are the traditional manufacturers of a
deadly poison which is sold to other trives, and used

mainly for killing animals.

Betwaen the Giriama and Mombasa there are several
smaller sub=-tribes including the Ribe, Rabai, Kauma,

Jibana and Kambe,

DIGO _and D'RUMA

To the south and inland to the west of Mombasa
are the lands of the Digo and Duruma people, both of
the Nyika group. It appears that they travelled to
their present territory after the Giriama had settled
down in Kilifi District and Duruma legend tells of a
hunter tribe, the Asi, who guided them through the

Giriama countrv,

The Digo and Duruma, have much in common, except
that the latter are the only people anong the Nyika
group to possess large herds of cattle which somehow
they managed to preserve from the Masai raiders.,
Today the supply of milk to the collection center
at Mariakani for sale in Mombasa is an important

factor in Duruma economy,
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Among the Duruma, as with the other Nyika peoples,
the drum holds great significance and there is a sscred
frietion drum which no one may set eyes upon, excepnt a
privileged few, The dance is their national pastime-

many nights are spent in dancing.

ABATUHYA

Abaluhya is the collective name given to the
large groups of Bantu-speaking people who irhabit the
high ground above the Kavirondo Gulf of lake Victoria
extending up to the foot of Mount Elgon. Their is
bounded on the west by Uganda and on the east by

the Nandi Escarpment,

Politiecally, and for the purposes of administrationr

there are 16 major divisions of these Eantu peopnles,
Today, however, intermarriage is common and the
political divisions are becoming less important. While
the people themselves claim to have a common origin, it
iz obvious that thev are made up of numerous immigrant
groups and that the common denominator was their Bantu
language which, over the vears, has lost many of its

differencen and todav is becomming standardized,

-
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All belong to a seties of Bantu invasions which
entered Kenya quite independently of the Bantu settled
to the east of the Rift Balley. It is believed that
the Nyanza Bantu, who include the Kisii of South Nyanza
as well as the Abaluhya, came into East Africa from the
Lake Chad region of the Congo. legend has it that they
originated in Asia., Theirs is certainly the oldest

known form of the Bantu language in East Africa,

Today the Abaluhya number around 1,453,302,
Largest tribes in the group are the Fukusu, Maragoli,
and Junyore. The smaller trives being the Isukha,
Tkakhr, Kabras, Bunvala, Marama, Wanga, Kisa,

Bukhayo, Marach, Butsotso, Tiriki, Nvangori and Itesio.
Although of Nandi origin, the Nyangori are today much
more closely identified with the Baluhya, while the
I[tesio are part of the Nilo-Hamitic Teso tribe which
separated when the borders of Uganda and Kenya were

fixed,
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Extensive tribal warfare resulted in splitting off

the Kissii to the South from the remaining groups
of Abaluhya., The maragoli and Nandi were night
raiders, who harrassed the Abaluhya from the east while
the Iuo fought in mass phalanx by day from the west,
forcing the Abaluhya to the higher ecountry. At that
time the Abaluhya lived in fortified villages for
protection, The ruins of hundreds of these villages
ran be found today extending from the slopes of Elgon

to the Kano plains near Kisumu,

The fertile countrv of the Abalunya provided amply
for their dav-to-day needs, Small effort was needed to
produce two crops a year and because of this they did
not acquire modern skills in cultivation until com-
paratively recently, While maize, milet, sorghum and
beanec had been their staple crops produced in surplus,

cash crops of coffee are how being planted. It is

potentially a very wealthy area and in the northern sector

agricultural progress has been remarkable., However
the southern section near Kisumu contains the highest
density of population anywhere in East Africa,and

land shortage is their serious problem,
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The Abaluhya have a great thirst for education
and they have a large number of schools. In the Maragoli
and Bunyore areas the figure of children attendinge
schoo)l stands as high as 80 per cent of tho e
elegible and, unlike most other African schools in
kast Africa, there are usually as many girle as

boys to be found in the primary'elasses..

Education has had the effect of chaneing tribal
customs more rapidly than in other areas and few, if
any, of the more spectacular tribal ceremonies survive
toda;s Ancient crafts have been lost, but today there
is an effort teing made to revive an interest in the
ancient crafts of basketwork, pottery, tribal dances

and ceremonies,

Although they entered what is now Kinva with the
Adaluhya trives now living to the north of Kisumu,
the Kisil eventually made their way to the very fertile
hill country of South Nyanza, after a series of clashes

with the Kipsigis and probably later with the luo.
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The Kisii, numbering some 701,679 have earned
4 reputation as good farmers in a very favored
agricultural area which produces a good income to
those who have adopted modern methods of agriculture.,
Coffee is destined to be one of the main economic
factor among the Kisii, although pyrethrum and tea,
together with a large quantity of maize, is produced
in the Kisii Highlands, Cooperative societies have

proven most successful.

The Kisii have produced several remarkable
athletes, Nyandika Maiyoro, the long-distance
runner, has achieved international status. Both
he and Arere Anentia, who is also a Kisii represented

Kenya at the Olympic ecames,

The tribe has many craftsmen skilled in wood

carving and pottery.
NILOTICS

LU0

Professor E.E Evans-Pritchard, the first professional
anthropologist to study the Luo people, once described
their migration pattern as being like a line of shunting
railway wagons, each wagon representing a tribe which

pushed and forced similar tribes backwards and forwards

in the struggle to establish themselves along the shores
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of Lake Victoria., Not only did the Luo fignt the
Abaluhya, Nandi, Kipsigis and Kisii, but also fought
each toher. Their skill in warfare is renowned,

They fought in tight-knit phalany, protected by a
wallof huge shields and lons spears which were nor
thrown, but thrust at the enemy, Nc¢ tribe in the ares
could survive a day raid by the luo. They were not
night fighters, however, and the Kipsigis and Nandi
reaped revenge, often with drastic consenuences to
Luo during the night. Many elderly people can
remember the sight of viliages blazing at night, when
the huts of the Luo were burned down over their heads

by the Kipsigis and Nandi,

There are over 1,521,595 Luo in East Africa, Mostly
in Kenya, The word "Luo" means "swamp" and these
swamp dwellers originally lived in the swamp lands
(Sudd) of the upper Nile Valley. As fish eaters they
have perfected methods of drying fish of all kinds,

producing an extremely palatable product,
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In modern times the Luo have produced several
prominent political and trade union leaders in Kenva,
Their natural solidarity and family etructure teaches
the voungest Luo to work with pecple., He is eminentlyv

successful, therefore, in urban environments,

The land tesnure system of the Luc is based on
his family system and each family, clan and tribe has
land which it calls its own to the exclusion of all
other families, clans and tribes. A Tuo, therefore,
is able to migrate to the towns without fear of losing
his ingeritance, but this customary method of tenure
leads to excessive fragmentation of holdings. At
any given time over half of the adult male Luo are far
away from their homeland, working in the towns and on

the farms in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania,

Many are working in Nairobi, where they are
settled with their families as urban workers, especially
onn the railways. Still more are working on farms, sisal,
tea and sugar platations while a number travel to far-
of f Mombasa where they are employed in large numgers in
the port. A few even travel bevond the borders of Kenya

to work in Tanzania and Uganda.

——
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Many Lueo travel far from their homeland because
it is expected of a yvoung man with & reputation that
he Bhould earn enough money to ,2ay his taxes and
buy a few cattle for his father. Young men like to
spend a few years of married life in th towns before
settling down to farmine work at home. Also there
is the important questicdn of earning enough to nay

the all-essential "bride price",

But the Luo, although they may wander far over
the face of East Ffrica, nearly always come home to
their shambas (farms) in Nvanza by the shore of Lake

Victoria.

NILO - HAMITES

TURKANA

The Turkana occupy the whole 6f the north-west
of Kenya which lies in the Rift Vallev between the esc-
arpment of the liganda border to the west and Lake Rudolf
to the east, The Rift Valley at this point is more
than 2,000 feet lower than the surroundine country,
Their neighbors are the Nilo-Hamitic Suk to the south
and south-west and the Samburu to the south-east. They
are a tribe of the Karamojong cluster - a Nilo-Hamitic
speaking group of tribes extending inte Upanda and the

Sudan, There are now abou. 03,177 who seldom leave



their triba)l area, but a few are to be found in

employment on the farms around Kitale and Laikipia,

Historically the Turkana split off from the Jie
tribe on the Ethiopian escarpment to the north. Treir
legend tells of a voung man who, in search of an ox
wandered into the Tarash Valley where he met a woman
of his own tribe. There were so impressed with the
rich, empty country, its grazing and its profusion of
wild fruits and berries, that they returned to their
gomeland to encourage a company of young men and

women to join them.

The women of Turkana society have a high status,
those of the Bantu and Nilotic Tribes. The young
women dress in superbly made bead and shell ornaments.,
The chief ornaments are heavy metal ankle rings and an

ostrich-shell-adorned leather girdle.

The Turkana do not circumcise as other Nilo-Hamites,
but have a very intricate and efficient system of age
groups based on an initiation ceremony to manhood in-
volving the killing of a bull by the initiate with his

[arear.
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The Turkana are cattle people and each man has
several animals which he venetrates as if they were
deities, He regards them as intermediaries between
his soul and that of his ancestors. He sings songs
of praise to them at the warrior dances, depends on
them for marriage, wealth, feasting and security,.
The chief food of the Turkana is milk from sheep,

goats, camels and cattle.

MASAT
When Joseph Thompson, the first Eurovrean to walk
from Mombasa to Lake Victoria, encountered the Masai
on his epie journey in 1883, he found them a pastoral,
nomadic tribe, living only on meat, milk and blood and
grazing their flocks and herds at will over a vast
territory. Their once-dominant position over most
other East African trives was due to their effective
military organization, for their tribal system of age-
grades enabled them to have a standing army of young
warriors, moran, not unlike the Zulu impis. Nilitary
service was compulsory for all youths of the tribe
from the age of 17 to 30, but the advent of the Pax
Eritennica deprived these warriors of their raison

d'etre,
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Today Masai Morah still blood their spears on
lions which attack their cattle., In 1011 the tribe
moved into a unified area of some 15,000 sauare miles.
Today the tribal population, men women and children,
is some 154,906, Tt is estimated that they own about
three-quarters of a million head of cattle but, despite
this huege land unit and small population, the Masai
problems of today include overgrazine around the
1imited watering points since much of the country is

arid,

Big strides have heen made in recent years to
show the tribe the benefits of keeping fewer and
better cattle and stock sales are now a repular fea-
ture of district 1ife. The tribe is becoming keen on
educational facilities, both for men and women and

several girls schools have been opened in recent vears,

The Masai have much natural charm and inspire
ereat affection with those with whom they come in

contact,
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NANDI

There is a large sub=group within the Nilo-
Hamitiec group known as the Kalenjin, after the language
they have in common. The Kalenjin include the Nandi,
Kipsigis, Elgeyo, Marakwet, Pokot (Suk), Tugen,

Kamasya, Sapei and Kony.

All the Kalenjin people today live in the western
part of Kenya, some along the western rim of the Great
Rift Valley. They claim to have roiginated from

Mount Elgon on the uganda border.

They have much in common with the Masai and,
although much of their wealth is still counted in stock
a number have become cultivators. The Nandi are
pethaps the best known to the group through their
associations with early Kuropeans travellers in the
days before the advent of the Unganda Railway.

This former warrior race has made some headway in cult-
ivatine their land, but still retain many cattle in
their country, which consists of a well-watered

plateau 5,000 and 7,000 feet.



KIPSIGIS

The Kipsigis, the most southerly of the Kalenjin-
speaking peoples of Kenya, occupy the fertile land
above Take Victoria south-east of Kisumu and centred

around Kericho, "place of the medicine man*.

In vears gone by the Kipsigis lived like the
Masai with large herds of cattle, the Kipsigis
frenuently clashed with their Masai and Kisii neighbors
to the south and est., The coming of the Rritish put an
end to the tribal warfare and, after a sericus wave
of stock-theft, the Kipsigis settled down to a more

static life,

In recent years the Kipsigis have made rapid
progress in agriculture until today their reserve
is a model farming area, well fenced, paddocked
and with an increasing number of good quality cattle.
Many of the farmers are also going in for cash crops,

including cattle, tea and pyrethrum,

For those Kipsigis still in search of adventure,

the Army and police attract many recruits.
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Culturally similar to the Turkana, but ethnically
separate, are the Fokot of north-west Kenya. They
originated by a mixture of Nandi and Karamo jong. One
section has taken to agriculture, while the other has
remained purely pastoral. The Polot recognize this
difference themselves and call the hill people who
cultivate - Pi Pa Pax - Pi Pa Tic - "Cattle people".
The Kenya Pokot number more than 93,437 and there are

nearly 20,000 in Uganda,

The Pokot and Karamo jong have fought for seceral
decades over grazing rights. In spite of the increased
missjonary influence, the Pokot remain untouched by

western society,

Unlkie most pastoral people, the Pokot were great
hunters. Their chief diet, however, remains milk,
blood and meat, Millot and maize meal are becoming

increasingly important in the Peko+ diet today,
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Marriage amone the Poknt e literallv untid death,
there beineg no means of divorced, Children born of a
women after her husband's death are regarded as his own
children, Polygamy is practiced widely and ten or

more wives are not uncommon.

Tiie pokot practice circumcision and have an age=-
set structure which is mueh less rigid than the Masai
or Turkana and has no specific warrior (moran) group,
It is a compromise, a two-fold are system, the Nand i
tvre of evele-recurrent age set, called Pen, and another
ceremonial age groups called Sapana, derived from the
Karamo jong, The men wear ivory 1lip plugs, often a
metal nose plate and the style is of the traditional red
ochre and mud similar to the Turkana, except that it
is mueh longer and often reaches down base of the
neck and ostrich feathers feature as ornaments in the

mud and dung "pigtail”,



(28)

SAMBURU

The Samburu tribesmen of northern Kenva rall
themselves "the world's top people" - and they believe
its They cling tenaciously to their won way of 1ife,
but have accepted the Governments advice on animal
husoandry which has put them in the fecrefront of Africa‘s
noradic cattle people. Today the 54,796- strong
Smaburu own 350,000 hump back cattle which produre

gond heef,

Their land is, for the most part, inhospitable
in the extreme and, save for the high country, it is
simi-desert with 1ittle or no water. The choice
portion of Samburu country is the Ieroghi plateau
and the country around the district headaquarters of
Maralal, but most of the Samburu have to make do with
the 1ow sun-scortched plains which makes good cattle

country, but is extremely tough for humans.

The warriors of the Samburu, colorful characters
in red-ochred pigtails, are a rugged company who are
showing signs of giving up their wayward life of unity
and idleness to assist tin the important task of

cattle management.
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Age-groups anong these Nilo-Hamites are all important
and social 1ife stell revolves very much around the
tribal ceremonies which are the mile-stones in life,

starting with initiation at an early age.

Samburu women, like Masai women, love to adorn
themselves with all mannet of trinkets and beaded
finery. The Samburu, who have some of the most handsome

men in Africa also have some of the prettiest rirls.

Samburu tribal customs have changed little over
the centuries, and these nomadic cattle-people,
whom the Masai have dubbed"butterflies” because of

their constant movement, are well worth visiting,

Their toughness is legendary, It is nothing for
a young warrior to walk 60 miles without food or

water or tackle a lion witn only his spear.
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ELGEYO - MARAKWET

This group of the Kalen jin-speaking people inhabit
the steep western wali of the Rift Valley wrich drops
from the cold windswept grasslands of the Cherangcani
hills about 10,000 feet aboce ses level, down to about
3,000 feet, WHile their district has some of the most
impossible land for cultivation, there are patches of
highly fertile land on the top of the escarpment where
progressive African farmers cultivate Food crops of

wheat, pvrethrum and vegetables,

A feature of the lower areas is the high degree
of skill which the tribesmen have shown in irrigating

the land.,

The Elgeyo and Marakwet are two of the few tribes
in Africa which do not have a system of bride-price
in marriage; the custom 8till survives where a

a marriage is solemnized only after pregnancy,

The heights of the Cherangani where the Marakwet
have their livestodk are thickiy forested and form the

last haunts of the bango,
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TUGEN and_ NJENFS

Although the Tugen and Njiemps today live in the
same district of Baringo, in the Rift Valley, to the
north of Nakuru, they are tribes with different origins,
The Tugen are nill people of the Kaleniin group who
have settled on the fertile ridees of the Kamsia
Hills and on the steep slopes, where thev graze their

stock.,

The Tugen (their name means "hill dweller") are in
two groups - the northern beins largely agriculturalist,
eultivating on a system resembling that in use in the
early Anglo-Saxon period of England. To the south, the
other group are large stock-owners., Like their neigh-
bors the Klgeyo and the Nandi, the Tugen make good

athletes,

The Njemps are an offshoot of the Masai who fled
after a heavy defeat when they lost all their cattle,
They are the "Wa-kwafi", known to the early caravan
travellers in the Baringo area, who have become cultivater
ugine water for extensively irrigatine their land, A

century ago this area was renowned for its crops,
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HAMITES
SOMALI
Somali is the name of the branch of the Hamitie
race living in the so-called "Horn of AfricA". The limit
of the Somalis southward penetration is the Tana River
and, except for some traders, the ma jority of the

Somali in Kenya live north of the river,

The word "Somali" which covers a number of
separate clans, is said to be derived from the two Arabic
words' zu mal, meaning "possessors of wealth" and, like
most of the nomadic peoples in northern Kenya, their
wealth is in their herds of cattle, sheep and camels
which they move from place to place to find the best

grazing.

Although the tribe has long been converted to
Islam, the Somali women do not follow the custom of
living in seclusion (purdah). Most Somalis are useful
with their hands, man; younger men being employed in the

towns.,
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HSORAN and ORMA

Both the Borsn and Orma belong to the Galla group
with their origins in Ethiovia. The Orma form the mos t
southerly penetration of Hamites living in the country
on either side of the Tana River, The Foran, driven
southwards by pressure from the Somali peoples, stel)
roam over a wide area but there are concentrations

around Marsabit, Garba Tulia and Movale in the no. th,

The Orma have a permanent source of water for their
cattle along the Tana River anc Uaso Nyiro provides a
supply for the Boran, but those members of the tribe
away from the river have to depend mainly upon the wells

during the dry weather,

For both tribes cattle is the principal form of
wealth and the breed evolved by the Boran has a
reputation for hardiness which makes them popular in
other areas of Kenya. The Orma, who share the Tana
River District with the Bantu Pokomo, have for many
Fenerations practiced an enlightened cattle breeding

policy. Both are largely Tslamized.
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RENDILLE and GABBRA

only the fittest survive in the harsh, inhospitable
desert country of Kenya's north. The Rendille have
adapted themselves completely to letely tc this arid
land of lava rock and sparse scrub shich supports

less than one person to the sauare mile,

Camels, which provide them with milk and meat, also
with transport, are their mainstay, but today they have
an almost eaual number of cattle, sheep and reats and
life is one continual search for water and grazing,
Camels are still the chief form of "bride wealth"

among the Rendille.,

The tribe is thought to have entered Kenya from
what is now Somalia, in flight from the Somali Oeaden,
After settling for a time near the Lorian Swamp, the
Rendille moved to Marsabit Mou.tain around 1900, but once
again they moved only to be balked finally by the
shores of lake Rudolf and today they inhabit most
of the Marsabit District as far south as the Ndoto
Mountains and Mount Nyiro, borderine the Samburu

country,
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From time to time they have suffered seriously
from rajds by the Boran and the Ethiopian Gelubba
and only the vigilance of Kenya's security forces
prevents further attacks from the north, with the
wanton killing of men, women and children., Tn are
Also Hamites like the Rendille and closely related,

despite the bitter fueds of the past.
A feature of the dress of the skin-clad women i=
the crest of ochre-colored mud which is worn on the

heads of married women who have born a male child,

OTHER TRIBES

DOROBO

The Dorobo are a people of forest-dwellers and,
like the Bushmen of Southern Africa with whom they are
believed to share a common origin, thev are small in
stature and live by hunting. The Dorobo of Kenya,
Lacking any language of their own, have borrowed

the languare and customs of their neighbors,
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There are only about 900 pure Dorobo familes left
in Kenya at the present day. Others having become
mixed with the races with whom they traded their skins
and honey. A Masai legend says that at the beginning
of the world a Dorobo gave birth to a boy and a girl who
issued from his shin bone and they became the ancestors

of the whole human race.,

Living close to nature in the forest, the Dorobo

hunters have an intimate knowledge of animal life,

EL MOLO

The E1 Molo must number among the smallest tribes
in the world. These people live on the inhospitable
shores of lake Rudolf in the far north of Kenva -
about 300 men, women and children, They have eclung
to this home for centuries and stubbornly refush to

leave for more congenial surroundings to the south.
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Not a blade of grass erows on the shore of the
Take and the land within 20 miles of the shnre baked in
furnace-1ike heat, consiste nf bare lava rock., The
water, whipped up by the almost constant wind, is
highly alkaline and is responsible for many of the
ajilments which trouble the tribe. However, it
supports plenty of fish and this forms a monotonous

diet.

Little is known of the E1 Molo's origins, but anthro-
pologishts do not think thev are related to any #ther
Kenya tribe, but believe they may be survivals of the
primitive race which réopled East Africa long before

the arrival of the Nilo-Hamitic and Bantu tribes,

EL KOVY - (EFLGON MASAI)

This offshoot of the Nandi-Kalenjin eroup lives at
what is probably the highest altitude of any tribe in
Africa., Their home today is above the forest line on
the upper slopes of Mount Elgon about 11,000 feet above

eas level,
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Their proper title is E1 Kony, although they are
commonly, but incorrectly, called the Elgon Masai.
Formerly they lived in caves in the forest a few
thousand feet lower down Mount Elgon, an extinet voleano

on the Kenva Uganda border.

This hardy group of elephant hunters inhabits
the arid scrub of the coast hinterland bordering on the
Tsavo Park. Some authorities believe they are
related to the Dorobo and other indigenous inhabitants
of Kenya and, except that the Dorobo are forest dwellers
and the Waliangulu live in the open game country, they
have much in common. Other sub-groups closely related
include the Boni, Asi and Sanye. All are expert marks-
man with the how and arrow, using powerful poisons to

kill eléphant and other big game.

TENDE - (KURIA)

The Tende are a fragment of the Kuria tribe of
Tanzania, living in a portion of the southern part of
Nyvanza, close to the bhorder. They are an offshoot of
the Masai who gave up their nomadic habits some time arco

for more settled customs; their fly-inhabited country



(39)

being traditionall, unsuited to cattle-rearing on any
scale, The Tende are renowred for their dancing, the
men performing some dances with wooden blocks strapped

to their feet to provide small platforms,

BAJUN

The Bajun are a branch of the Swahili people with
2 large admixture of Arab blood. They inhabit the
islands around Lamu and to the north and are found in
in many of the fishing villages of the Kenya coast,
They 1live almost entirely as fishermen and saijlors,
They are also actively engaged in the mangrove pole

(Boriti) industry along the coast,

MODERN AFRICA

A erowing percentage of Kenyans living in the
urban areas of Kenya are becoming detribalized, having
little or no contact with their compatriots in the

reserves,

Kenya citizens of al) tribes and races occupy nearly
all leadine places in egovernment services. While some
assistance from abroad is still required in a few
technical fields, far-reaching training schemes are under

wayv for loea) people,
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Similar progress can be recorded by some of the
large commercial companies who have given increased

respensibilities to suitably qualified Africans,

Kenya women still fall behind their menfolk in
this progress, but they too, have been making headway,
In the field of medicine, for instance, the stream of
African girls coming forward from secondary schoosls to
begin trainine as fully-qualified nurses is helping to

raise the standards throughout the country,

Valuable work is beine done by the "Women's Progress"

movement., Women sit un moat county councils,
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FOPUTATTON OF KENYANS OF AFRICAN ORIGIN

(Hased on returns from the 1969 pooulation census)

Bantu

Kikuyu 2,201,632
Meru 55“.256
Embu 117,969
Pokomo/Riverine 35, 181
Giriama,/Duruma and

Digo (Mijikenda) 520, 520
Abaluhva 1,453,302
Kisii 701,679
Kamba 1, 197,712
Taita and Taveta 114,818
Kuria 59,875
Swahili/Shirazi . 9,97
Tharaka/Mbere 101,130
Total 7,068,045
NILO-HANMATIC

Masa i 154,006
Samburu 54,796
Turkana 209,177
Nandi 261,969
Kipsigis 471 ,L59
Pokot 93,437

Elgeyo and Marakwet 190,621
Tugen and Njemps 136,775

Tteso 85,800
Total 1,662,940
HAMITIC

Somali 266,037

Rendille and Gabbra 73,292

Total 339,329
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NILOTICS AND OTHERS

Luo 1,521,595
Ban jun 24,387
Eoni/Sanye 3,972
Sabaot 42 68
Dorobo 21,034
Total 1061301‘;6

TOTAL_KENYANS

10,673,770

POPULATION BY RACE 1911 - 1962

RACE CENSUS YEAR
e 1911 197 1663
Africdan’and- -Somali - - B,365,942
Non-African:
Asian 115787 43,623 176,613
Furopean 34175 16,812 55,759
Arab 9,100 12,166 34,048
Other 69 1,346 3,901
Tntal non-African 24,141 73,947 270,321
Total - - B,636,2613

f{ﬁ*it‘ﬁ******%l’i**i*%{i#l**i‘**#Q***iﬁ-*’l**é*i#**#*“*%
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