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-The forgotten age group

Nobody, a3 the eminent
Professor_ of  Humorous
Anthropology, H F. Ellis,

insigted in a series of treatises
published in Punch. cares for
the middle-aged. They are the
forpoties,  age  group and

Bottom right-hand corner of
this page.

A potes, presumably
after ffareful rescarch,  that
humats are among the fow

types of animal wha Jook after
their old. Humans look after
their young. They look afier
their old. Bat nobody has &
kindly nod for the! middle:
aged.

The young are (00 young 10
do_anything than suck their
milk bottles and, a fittle while
Yater, grow side-boards in onder
1o chase girls in mini-skirs
alter the amusement of clob-
maiden

do anything much but gt in
the way, demand attcation all
the time and grumble about
nothing  being _the  same
becaitse everything is wors.
S leaves only the
.aped 1o do the caring
for all the others, above and
be line. What are the
age limits of the exploited
middle-aged group? Applyng

that

the Law of the Dxcluded
Middie. Prol. suggests
beiween nd 59 though

‘bound

thirds of the workl's
alls (o one-third

These are the harased men

Jogist) and somet
Back with the bitier truth.

These are the mddic-aged,
middic-income,  middlc-class
group who have o slave 10
educate  their families and
ovide for their elders and

ers. There are all manper
clubs and _bencvolent
societies for the old. Whoever

a single institution *

being devoted 1 looking after
the colonels and the majors,
the schogl-teachers and the

of middie-age?

precngrocers
Except the looney-bin.

In his seres of leamed
articks _on the science of
Mediatrics, or the importance
and proper care of the middie-
aged, Prol. Ellis divided the
en group into seven
pories begining about the
time the pyjama jdcket is 0o
Jonger  tucked inside  the
trouser and reaching on 1o the
transitional stage identified by
tendencies to emphasise what
there is amusing 1o be found
in the traits of old age and
akso to brandy.

Crabbed age and youth
cannot live topether”, Shake-
speare wrote, “youth i full
of pleasance, age is full of
are”. Any age o him clearly
meant middicgge.  for  be
never lived beyd it.

There is a bottomiless sca
poetic

of slush_about youth.
The Osford Dictionary of
Quotations gives three columns

of  youthful references, @
column and a half 1o age and
half 10 old

nearly two

ape.  Literature about the
forgotien middle-age is non-
¢ Thes e but four

exi re
entrics. One cadBot be found

wm up the page.
Another is Arnold's bit about
Oxford whispering from  her

towers the last enchantment of
the Middle Age, which is
irrelevant

The only iwo middle-age

mentions have to drag in the
spoiled darlings above and
below the fine. Yeats grumbles
something about _restraining
rockless  middle-age in _the
context of “shaking ~their
wicked sides at youth” What
Bacon has to suy is truly
about wives, who “are young
men's miistcsses, companions
for middle a okl men's
nunes”. Yoo can find nothing
there ahout actively canng for
those forgotien heroes who ren
faster_in_their youth every

row okder and will

1 retire becavse

v must always be doing
something.

I Harry bhad learnt the
devotion 1o others that comes
of muddle-aged toleration, be
would never have made the
most cruel of all cutting re-

ming.
Falstal, the rullianty com-
panion of his raffish days. he
Snapped “1 know thee not. okd

man”
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- Polygamy

The Government is now considering the Report of

the Cogmission on the Law of Marriage and

Divoreg§ Women's World decided to conduct its

own inguiry as to whether or not the Commission's

proposls, if accepted, would give yomen in Kenya
2 better deal:

s wd? $ig HARRIET JILLINUS reports

will it die a n.‘;}tural death?

1 asked & woman member
d
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The first feel of the
aircraft for the winner
of the East African
Standard  Flying Bur
sary. Mark Savage, as
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Wilken Aiation instruc-
tors, Peter Lucas. at

Wilson Airport.
Mark, a Duke of York
schoolboy. began his

course on Saturday and
will be spending three
afternoons a week —
and a few nights with
the necessary books -
learning to fly.
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Police efficiency

An emincatly reasonable
speech about crime in Kenya
was made 1o the Press Club

yesterday by the Commissioner
of Police Mr. Hinga exploded
some misconceptions and gave
Jeads t-comstructive. thinking

One of his chief points was
10 stress the necessity for co-
operation between the police
and the public, & two-way
operation of mutual trust and.
it follows, between the police
and the Press. His views are
endorsed by this newspaper,
esppcially with regard to the
disgetion required in the pub-
Ncafion of details which might
hamper investigations. It is
always

decide where  the
between senving the  public
interest and prejudicing police
activities. In the main, &
workable been

evohed.

wsem  has

Mr. Hinga den

dence. Kenya
betier “crime
many of

still enjoys &

secord” than
them.
pecier of politics since East
and West are both invohved,
are passing through a period
crime  with

ol increased
violence, though the socio-
Jogists, with their statistics,
say they can prove the aboli-
ton of the death penalty has

lowered  the  incidence
murder.

na programmé on
Monday & privale secur-

id the blame for

ment, This cannot be the case,
as Mr. Hinga confirmed.
Uncmployment and  bunger
secount for petty crime of the
socak-thiel varicty. but

for armsd tobbery which is
the well

comunals and recidivise pro-
ns have been  examined
here previously

Several of the most daring
and violent incidents have not
been reported by the VoK.
Therefore, it was surprising 1)
hear the  commentato on
behalf of his producer, appeal-
ing 0 bystanders 1o use ther
cameras il they should wil-
ness hold-ups and hand i
their films for television. In
the same programme VoK
claimed _ creditfor  baving
expunged violence from pro-
grammes. Mr. Hinga seemed

5 al about the effect. In
any event, violent scenes in
television features are in-
finitely less shocking than in
some of the hornfic gangster
and sex films released by the
KFC.
sible for their_produc:
is for their distribution. aod
the same Ministry is_respon-
sible for both the K.F.C. and
the VoK. whose policies in
this matter are irreconciliable.

Kenya will make an impor-
tant advance by joining
Interpol later this year, gain-
ing advantages when dealing
with the international class of
crime, but this wil bave little
impact on the internal scene.
The Kenya police deal mainly
with the preventibn and detec-
tion of crime inske Keaya
and intensive training at all
levels s essential

Outraged by the murder of
and the

armed. Mr. Hinga resistpd the
proposal on the grou
wsolated  incidents

policemen to_danger do not
Justify a genetal arming of all
who are on ‘patrol, though
those on special duties carry

What remains as having the
utmost impartance for the
preservation of law and order
is that police efficiency and
morale shoul

of criminal cygning.

This entails mobility and,

in & country so wide-flung as

Kenya, highly eflficicnt radio

communications. un-

bers earolied. Mr. Moi recently
shor

of 1
rs, with 120,000 miles
ought 0 be
c the flect _of
Z-ype cars ex 7
sums  allocaied  for vehicle

maintenance,  ruaning
replacement have remained
fairly constant during the last
three years.

Statistics show there were
3846 in the Force in 196667,

15,083

this

requirements.  So  has  the
Budget allocation. Last year,
expenditute totalled £5.763,640,
including _a  supplementary
£300,000. This year's estimate
is cut back to £5.625.200, At
this juncture  especially
economy axe should not fall
an the palice vote.

et
|
£

are _ already
hard at work on the
leaders’ agenda. A
journalist,

wsve_bound 10 4.
1 supporting the frse.
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: 3 pand troore from the
Conge there has been great pres

o
ve on other African coungies
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Recently the  OAU
an

dembnarated & measure of wny
M daw budget of
L0000 was agreed to without
a preat deal of trouble, and it
managed 10 so far

more 1

.

{ opinion n
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jon which were 30
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Vi be reploced
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e of
, Sncnie iy har the
2ht befall themselves.
of the Automobile Amocin-
tion of East Alfrica.
In the last two arficks in

my series on Road Safety, |
has  suggesied . various legislative
.'; I“ ) A"“ ot measures which should be
" I mecting 1" e, introduced as soon as possible
ey n e e, “The type of e icsrodoction. of this
Ton= taken vt hodess 18 egiation b not,
o i e it e v o
ot MG AL v Tvablems. The egniation mt be
e 4 Tarly
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tribal customs threatened .by marri
divorce proposals

The reports of the Commis-
sions on Marriage and Divorce
and the Law of Succession
should not be accepted entirely
without serious consideration

these should be gransed the
courts "And. efiected by adminie

tration
ven to some Jong. Wica the divorse has taken
tribal customs. the children

Otherwre, @ would be » preat
dimervice {0 Africans of " this
Counry

A wudy of the two reports
shows that, il they are ado

usially marry apin and_lcave
T il . oo UM their *chiliren 1. their  former
- TNy bkcorseinie 15 husbands.

o in the Lo community, the

| quite agoe wim e rocom.  former husband docy not stivgle
mendatians of the Comm 1o socover his children. It it the
Law of children who like 1o go back to
are concers their real fathers. Thia masopoly
wggestion it something can never be
dies, he given 1o men
b b imo
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