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A STUDY _0F SPIRIT ACTIVITTCS Af'D gor'C nELATCD FORNS OF

LOCATIONS OF UKA NOQ HI.

THE A03TRACT

The

u’ao pTrticiilJirl y prompted by sevsral

Some of these

spirit activities

ones at the homo of Nr.

tha n

homo and farm, to go to a very poor piece of land elsemhero.

2According to Mr. D.M.K', ths attack

started on 24th December 1932 at 7.30 p.m and continued

throughout 1983 and into the middle of 1 984, u/hen they

eventually moved away after unsuccessfully trying every

method to stop the attacks*

Among the leading poroonalities who visited Mr. P.N.K’s

some

K.AoN.U National Organising Secretary, Religious and Civic

leaders.

study of spirit 
activities in four selected locations of Ukamhani.
choice of the topic

this is a

spirit activities which toof< place in 1 983.

a family member,

a year eventually forcing him to leave his permanent

home during that time wore the then Machakos D.C.,

Councillors, the

caused natio’.nal concern, notably the

P.H.h', which continued pgr more

D.Os, the area member of Parliament,

MAGIC TODAY IN IVETI, rinnnpT, THLinATJI AND KISAU

As indicated in its title
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in the

appe ndix•

Itembukani Secondary School,

Discussion of this incident appears in chapter four and

also in case study one in the appendix.

Location to Nairobi luhsro their husbands worked because

they were being attacked by some invisible personalities,

The se

attacks cause unhappiness, Fear and panic among many

A Fuller list oF the rcscent spirit activities in

one .

andboth 3.S.

oF Christianity and Western Civilization (See discussion
in Chapter one).
have been on the decline when these two authors wrote.

jthe- country has been given in chapter

people «

Mbiti and G.Lindblom that appearance oF,

Perhaps bclieF in and Fear oF Aimu may

to be closed For a

daughters-in-law hod to run away From their homes in Mbooni

These happenings are related and discussed in chapter

belieF in spirits were expected to cease aFter the coming

There seems to bn a general belioF as expressed by

Four oF this study and also in case study three

while due to spirits* attacks.

other parts oF the country.

only to be Followed there by tho attackers.

also in LIkambani, had

Other spirit activities continued to bo reported in 

For example Mr.
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ths reshows,

resurgence oF sSpirit activities in Kenya

Familiestoday.

have spent sleepless nights and others have lost property

ujorth thousands oF shillings due to ^spirit attacks.

current problem in Kenya uihich does

not seem to be responding to tho traditional method oF

appeasing the spirits through sacriFices and staging oF

This study thereFore set out to investigateKilumi dances.

spirit activities and the nature oF spirits believed in,

magic, witchcraft and oath.

This research employed two methods to analyse the

One oF them was a descriptive method which

involved categorization oF tfie collected data according

to the views expressed, bo Fore reducing them into general

The general statements were then interpretedsta te ments.

and conclusions made.

The other method (quantitative analysis) involved

The selected variables For this studyother variables.

with which belief in spirits was compared were age,

establishing of correlations between belief in spirits and

collected data.

education and profession of the respondents.

as well as related beliefs and practices, particularly

Spirit attacks is a

seems to be a

But as the survey given in chapter one

Students* studios have been interrupted.
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spirits and their ago,
'..'h-?.t that relationship meant

was

and old, educated and uneducated,

spirits. All this has been discussed in tlie chapter on

methodology i.e chapter throe.

Two typos of spirits emerged from this study. They aro

Ax mu and fla.iini. Ainu are tlie ordinary spirits the Akaniba

have always known,
ancestral spirits. other spirits that are
not ancestral, but not many informants knew about this
category.

-This study has not been able to establish concretely

Outa re .

responses given byfrom the it was

Accordingly,

which found their way to the

continued to

penetrate into the interior parts of the East African

this kind ofcountries. spirits which was attackingIt was

people in tho selected areas of study.

spirits (probably of

education and profession.

Arabian or

Coastal region of East Africa and which have

a relationship (correlation)

The two methods showed that the Akariba,

then interpreted and conclusions nrade.

Jia J ini may be defined as oriental 

Persian origin),

both young

It was found that there was

possible to construct a working definition.

Th e rc ma y I3 c so me

botwoon the respondents’ belief in

and the bulk of them are said to be

be 1:’JVC in and fear

t!i(^ respondents,

what ria .ji ni, the second group of spirits really
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Ono of the
Christianity ?.nd proFoosion do

bclioF in spirits and in spirit activities in the areas

studied. The young and the old, the educated and the

unoduca tod , non-Chris tiaris shared

e p i r i t a c tivitie s. was

Found to be true in relation to belioFs in witchcraFt,

magic, curses and oath.

The study recognizees that there is

needs to be done in the area of

in the conclusion on

oF the directions such Further investigations mightsome

t a ke .

beliefs in spirits and in

spirits and spirit activities, 

and some suggestions havf? been made

Christians as u/oll as

a lot more that

not influence

main Findings oF this study was that

education, age,

The same
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

1 . MAGIC

Magic may be defined as

amulets

bad (like killing one’s

e nemy) • Understood this may, magic is then the attempt to

achieve security in and mastery over emperical reality by

means other than those provided by this reality#

The term ’magic’ does not in itself connote goodness

It is a neutral term#or badness# Nevertheless, magic

or or

for instance curing a disease or removing anybene ficial.

On the other hand.type of misfortune# evil or malevolent

We have illustrations of

both types of magic in this study#

may be divided into benevolent and malevolent magic 

according to the purpose for which it is used#

The purpose of using magic is to bring about the 

whether good (like helping a person to get

magic is used to harm the victim#

Thus, good 

benevolent magic is used to effect something useful

desired result, 

promotion in his place of work) or

of gods by the use of certain incantations, rites or 

n 1 
o

"the attempt to control human

actions, natural events and in some instances, the will
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2. WITCHCRAFT

I
Witchcraft is ths pou/er associated with u/itches and it

seems to be inherited* The main category of witches are

said to belong to secret associations of witches called

Each of

these associations are well-organised and with a recognized

leader*

The witches hold their meetings (covens and sabbaths)

They are said toat night in some obscure places.

Atfly in the air to attend the night meetings.
other times they may ride upon horses, goats,
broomsticks, on dogs or at other times on human
beings* And whenever they leave their houses

they are said to disappear through the chimneys.

Witches are also commonly associated with

The traditional picture ofanimal familiars.

The Kikamba term translated witchcraft is Uoi.category.
But this term Uoi though translated witchcraft, actually
refers to evil magic or sorcery. There are however milder
types of witchcraft (which can qualify to be called witch­

term) knowncraft according to the European usage of the
of them is

referred to as Ug^.

From the foregoing description of witches it appears as

covens and sabbaths (not the Jewish Sabbath).

the witch (European) shows her with a black
2cat.

as evil tongue, kyeni and evil eye, but nona

though there are no witches in Ukambani, of this particular
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Such persons have
Accordingly,

person who is praised by a person with an evil tonguea
may become sick or get into some other types of problems.
Similarly, a look from a person with an evil eye may

person looked at.

Parrinder maintains that there is a clear distinction
He writes:between witches and magicians.

work is to harm enemies by magical or material

They may use spiritual or magical devices.means.

sticking thorns in dolls.
poisons which are dropped into the cooking pot.

A witch as Parrinder goes on to point out.
performs no rite, utters no spell, and possesses

An act of witchcraft is a psychic

From the researcher’s studies and knowledge as a Mkamba,
it is quite clear that the Akamba do not have the organised
type of witches known to the Europeans. What they have,
though it has coma to be translated witchcraft is actually
evil magic and sorcery, (Uoi).

spells or charms or immitative methods such as

cause sickness on the child or

There are the evil magicians or sorcerers, whose

Or they may use real

some unusual power in their tongues and eyes.

no medicine.

act.

Other terms are used to describe them.

These magicians do not concern us here, for they
4. .4. u 3

are not witches.
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3. SPIRIT

the

render the Greek term l\ieunia and the Hebrew term Ruah*

to give the following three

meanings:

(a) vital principle in

the breath

(b)

The

person regarded as

entity - the soul.

(c)

as

let
spirit.

employed to

that which gives

Having given

person, as commended to God 

out of the doby, in the moment of death.

disembodied soul of

The soul of a or passing

a separate

man (and animals)} 

life to the physical organism, in 

contrast to its purely material elements; 

of life.

The animating or

The dictionary goes on

a (deceased)

the English Dictionary meaning of spirit, 

us now see how the Akamba explain or define the term

According to 'The Oxford English Dictionary'  ̂

earliest English uses of the word are mainly derived from 

passages in the Vulgate in which spij?itus is

A Supernatural, incorporeal, rational being or 

personality, usually regarded as imperceptible at 

ordinary times to human senses but capable of becoming 

visible at pleasure, and frequently conceived 

troublesome, terrifying or hostile to mankind.



(xix)

(singular limu)*
Unlike the dictionary

But ail the

visible at will#

main groups:
and those which were once humans#

Living dead

died, and who can be easily remembered and recognized by

their living relatives, and the spirits of the long dead.

which he calls spirits proper to differentiate

them from the spirits of the relatives who had died

According to him, after the fifth generation are ce ntly#

because none of•It'

is

of his living relatives and appears to them whenever he

likes#

animals) according to Akamba psychology is not iimu 

(plural A iniu) but Veva (breath of life), 

respondents agree that spirits are incorporeal beings, 

imperceptible to human senses but capable of making themselves

The plural term is more common, 

meaning given above, the vital principle in man (and

The Kikamba term for 'spirit' is Aimu

personality and is referred to as an

the living can remember him/her. But before that time he

not really dead because he still lives in the memories

According to ths Akamba Aimu may be divided into two 

those which were created as spirits, Aimu#

The latter group has

been further sub-divided by Professor Mbiti^ into 'the 

that is, spirits of people who had recently

'Living dead' becomes 'completely dead', loses his
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I n this study

was

elsewhere in the body of the thesis

Another type of 

study is that of the Majini.

spirits which surfaced during this

Ma.iini have been defined

on this type 

of spirits, including their characteristics is found in 

chapters four and five of this thesis.

a case has been given of a man named

Wangutu who had died long time ago, who therefore 

unknown to the living, and he had to introduce himself 

(see chapter four).

as ’Oriental Spirits, 

probably of Arabian or Persian origin, which found their 

way to the East Coast of Africa sometimes in the past, and 

which have from that time onwards continued to penetrate 

into the interior parts of East African Countries, particularly 

Kenya'. Interestingly, the spirits that were disturbing 

people at the selected areas of study were identified 

(during this research) as Ma.iini. Discussion
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CHAPTER ONE

introduction

WHAT LED TO THE STUDY1 .
started teaching, he u/as postedthis researcherWhe n

he ujas
At first some(i.e PaperTraditional Religiori

he had not studieddifficulties were
uhsn he later gotSo,Colleges.that unit

Course, he decided to major inadmission to do a
Religio us

still thinking on what topicwas
While the

on.

thereported in
Thesethe radio.over

the researcher’s attentiondrew
todecision

spirits and in

activitiess

culture
longest reported spiritone

from December 1982 to
Ukambani.in

a Mukamba
and customs

(in 
took place

became, national 
and influenced his

to write/research 
local press 

activities, 
1 concerns ,

of Ukambani as the area

some of which almost

activities
2

mid-1 984)

of magic among the Akamba’.

were also reported else-

experienced because

at his Overseas

Master’s 

anthropology, f -ake up for that deficiency.

to a school where

related forms

research on ’the belief in

researcher
several spirit activities were

and others were even announced

where in the
of study was, firstly, 

and speaks 1 
better

because
Kikamba, understands the Akamba 

than any other culture.

required to teach African 
228/2D).

Although
the choice country,

the researcher, who is

of the
ths recent past) (i.e

Secondly,
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Finally, Itembukani Secondary School, also in Ukambani,

to be closed for

2. RATIONALE AND OUSTIFICATIDN FOR THE STUDY.

have now been occupied by people -

appearance of.

were expected to cease after the

coming of Christianity and ujostern civilization.

There seems to

be

belief and thinking.

Recently it was even discussed in
The following are
activities in Konya.

(i)

recently

Hany of the places previously set aside for Aimu, 
4 

— o

According to both Hbiti and Lindblom, 
and belief in, spirits

f'la ybe 
between '1911 and 1971 when these two authors wrote belief

1980*5,

It Is said that since the arrival of the Europeans,

as the survey given below shows.

Nairobi, were doing so in

the Aj.mu do not appear as often as they used to.

The Akamba, wrote:

a resurgence of spirit activities in Kenya nowadays, 

with a considerable impact on people’s

Professor J.S. fibiti, quoting from Lindblom’s book.

Mr. David Kimacho, of ’Konya Time’, writing on 4/1o/B5, 

said that the spiritsS that were attacking a

some of the recent reported spirit

married couple at Uthiru, 

1982.^

in and fear of Aimu were on the decline, but not so in the

I • X 5
parliament.

where the researcher’s brother was a student in 1983, had 

a while clue to spirits attacks.^
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(ii) the ‘Nairobi Times’, published a story
headed

stones

mystery, kojiu/o sought. tt The report said that the
Provincial Administration had rcFused to grant a perfnit

for Kajiwe

as propagating witchcraft. It also said that
Mr. P.N.K.‘s lot of

IIOn 14/2/03 the Nation quoted Mr. P.N.K.

turned into a show
pie ce• to shun
strangers and not to talk to reports

’falling stones incident
at Mr. P.N.K.’s place’ which had continued for

the Local M.P., Councillors

On 10/6/04 Chege Mbitiru of the ’Daily Nation’, 
wrote an article on tho

more than a

as telling 
reporters and outsiders to keep off his home, 
because he did not want it to be

On 29/1/83,

homestead had been attracting a

He also advised his family members
9 rs.

be seen

year, and mentioned some of the big

"Machakos family terrified by unknown 'falling

report on the same issue was entitled "stone ’s
On the same day, the ’Daily Nation’

including the area D.C., 
and church loaders.

people including senior government officials, 
politicians and wananchi.^

people who came there to witness for themselves

to come to exorcise the ghosts, lest they
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(iii)

(iv)

was attacked
nouj

(v)
’ the

was in Kaheti viJ.lag'?, r 1 ij k u r u i< IR i n i 1 o c a t i o n, FJ y e r i .

(vi) On 31/5/83 the

(vii) On 13/6/Q3,
u Times,

On 14/4/33 the Daily
Hbololo location, 
in *a

That horns
13

It 

Oation reported how a home in

Taita-Tavsta district, 
1 7 stones mystery.»

On 21/3/33 the Daily 

of a spirit attack

had hit a

Hr. Richard Arap Kerror, of the "Kenya 

reported that mysterious stones
Nairobi house at Huthurwa estate.

cs, play soccer

Hachakos, had

It
f.'ation published another story 

at a soldier’s homa in luani

as saying, ’ghosts

On 23/4/33 the Daily F’ation wrote on how 
flying stones had now hit a Nyeri home*.

village, Kalama location, Machakos.

It II
Nation published that Itemhukani

Secondary Sshool, in Tulimani location, 
been closed down because the students were being 
attacked by ghosts,
On 5/6/33 the Sunday Standard reported that ’the 

sexy ghosts are also good at physi 
and are not afraid of light’.
And on 26/6/33, the Sunday Nation" quoted one of 
the victims of the ghost attacks

1 6 taught me physics’.
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(viji)

district.
forces slapped

. . >t ti
Dn 23/2/04 the Kenya Times reported(ix) that stones,

(x) luc re

(xi) On 17/1/85,

were hitting the home of Mr. of Uthiuni
village, Mbooni location, Macha kos. The report
also mentioned that the area D.O.,

in charge

of Mbooni Division,

On 4/9/85,(xii) Tsuma

»» II
the Daily Nation reported that stones

(This

hitting a Councillor’s

” Il
the Daily Nation reported that Mr.

ghosts from Kyangunga Primary School, in Mulango 
location, Kitui.

Dn 5/6/84 the Standard published

water, maize cobs and mangoes were flying at

anotfier home in Kalama location, Machakos.

forces were terrorising two households in Muranga

Washe, popularly known as KajiwG,had oxorcisod

a boy twice, lifted saucers and
*1 n threw them out and hauled stones at women. “

According to a police crime report, the

tho chief, 
assistant chief and the police officer 

21 visited the home.

that stones
20 home in Kakamega.

On 3/7/83 the Sunday Nation reported that mysterious

was a different home from the one mentioned in 
(iii) above).
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1

(xiii). On 6/10/85, reported that

Laikipia district. Mr.
reporter, company of
Mr. B.K. , saw the stones
falling. saw part of a house wall come
off on its
girl, tho main target of the

(xiv)

at their

falling, cooking utensils

a

new residence as
well.

K.N.A. visited his

pie co s.

pouring water outside

(
) I

new home and witnessed
bottles dropping from nowhere

the local sub-chief,
He also

Kip too Kipsangok, 

who visited the home in the

a widow in
it II

Standard

Kenya Times "reported that 

had shifted his family to

It

Times reported that a Kenyan 

Railway employee and his family of 

slept for

On 7/5/86 the "

own and fall onto d twelve-year old

the :aunday Standard, 

falling at a home of

On 1/5/86 the Kenya

stones were

and cupboards were moving from place to place 

spilling their conto nts .

nearby trading centre, 

because ths ghosts had intransifiod thoir attacks. 

But they were attacked at their

Wjeri, who he said was
4.4- I 25 

attacks.

Mr. X

empty 
and breaking into 

A plastic water bucket also flew from 
inside the house and started 

2 5 the house.

seven had not 
a WEJek due to attacks by ghosts 

homo in Goliba settlement scheme, Thika. 
Reportedly, stones were
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(xu) On 10/7/86 the story of

year old girl. also named
Njori (not the

attacks.

3.M0K

it was too late.

By

receiving treat-
And he cause of these it

was felt that

3. Ob.fec tive s

This study therefore set out vjith the f ollowi ng
□bje ctive s.

(a)

the selected

(b) To investigate the forms and

in.

these beliefs take, 

of spirits believed

To determine the extent of belief 

activities and in

appealed 

exorcise the ghosts to 
get in touch with him before

" jf

Standard publishod the

yet another twolvc

in spirit

aoniB related forms of magic in 

areas of study.

that his daughter 

of the attacks.

report, 

from Ndumberi location, 

to anyone who was able to

spirit activities, 

the pfienomenon needed to bo studied.

one mentioned in xiii above), who 

was also the main target of ghost 

According to the her father, Mr,

Kiambu district,

hence the nature

to her grand­

in kiambu Municipality, 

rs followed her there.

was talking to the press, his daughter 

was at kiambu district hospital 

me nt.

He complained that his family had been suffering 

from those attacks for throe months, and

named WJori was the main target 

He transferred her 

mother’s place at Riabai, 

but the ghost attacks 

the time he
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(c) To investigate luhat other basic traditional beliefs

activities and in selected related forms of magic.

(d)

Kamba society is affected by such factors as

(u/esternized )

the foregoing objectives the followingTo achieve

The belief in spirits (Aim u/Ha .j i ni ) is not affected(a)

spirits (a i mu/Ma Ji ni) is not affected(b) The belief in
by the number of years of formal schooling

Ths belief in spirits (Aimu/Ma.jini) is not(c)
affected by one’s occupation.

Background on tho Akamba''I.

(a) The People

The people are Akamba, one of them is a Mukamba, their

land is Ukambani and their language is They live

27
Ki kamba®

style of life.

by age.

education, Christianity and involvement in modern

may be behind the beliefs in and the fear of spirit

hypotheses wore to be tested.

And to examine, how belief in spirits in the present

mainly in the Eastern and South-Central part of Kenya* 

In 1979 their population was about 1.73 million (out of 

15,3 million people of Konya).
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in aridi i,ion

Ukani ba ni.

Kikramha is spoken throughout Ukarnhani M'ith local

variations.

! o th'^ Da ntu

ro r! un-? fl to '."liting by Dr. Krapf in 185^0.

b) Population oP the Akanibu in Ko nya

sither migrated to otiv'r districts and live there permanently

duties.

Ndeti,According to K. one

advanced by KraipP, u/ho stated that their
in the Giriama country, near the

Later they moved toCoast.

of Kilimanjaro and settled there until the Masai drove them

to their present location.

family of Africari languages.

50

the r'=’

S.'jahili and belongs

could not lead a strictly nomadic life and therefore they 
became cultivators.

to the Akamha uho live
29

Akamba origin u/as

In this new environment they

are others who have

ancient home was somewhere
51

There are large settlements of Akamha in other parts

or live temporarily in other places because they either 
own property/do businesses there

Apart from the Alonit'a living in the two districts of

in oth?.r towns and cities outside

Ukambani, Machakos and Kitui,

It was first

It is closely alli-?rl to

a colony in the neighbourhood

or are Just there on official

of Kenya, notably around Ilombana on the Coast,

of the earliest theories on
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He held that the Akamba came

since in Eastern Tanzania there is afrom the South,

Province called Llkamba#

In addition to the foregoing theories of origin,

the Akamba have also a myth which attempts to explain where

In the beginning Mulungu (creator) created the

He then created a man and his wife.spirits•

heaven until they landed on a stone

then called clan ofThose people weremound.

Mulata Ivia•

After they landed on Nzaui, Mulungu sent them

These two were thegoats and sheep.many cows.

first people, male and female. They were vary

happy, filled with the blessings of Mulunqu and

he loved them very much.

After a short while, Mulunqu sent them plenty

there were manyAfter the rains.of rain.

Mithumbi (ant-hills). Those ant-hills had no

Instead of ants.but just the holes.ants,

two people emerged from them.

wife «

a man and his

Those two people were tossed by Mulunqu from
M -55 on Nzaui

It goes as follows:

Another theory on the origin of the Akamba was
32 expressed by ^.W. Gregory.

they believe to have come from.
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These people uiho were tossed from heaven had

sons,

Since the people fromhills had daughters*

heaven had many coius, their sons paid

bridewealth for the daughters of the ant-hill

Their children got married and allcouple•

had children, Their wealth

increased and more rains came.

They sacrificed to Mulunqu at each harvest

season, until one year they forgot to

Mulunqu got very angry, and the

heavens were closed. A famine followed.

The people began to wander from Nzaui going

Some of them remained in

Nzaui, and these are the Akamba people who

retained kikamba as their language.

the preceding myth, traces their origin to a single

(the

sacrifice.

to other places.

meganthropus male being they call ’Yunga Muamba’.

many of them.

clan of ths spirits) or Mbai ya 
Mulata Ivia (clan of Mulata lyia)^^

These are the people called Mbai ya Aimu

Lastly, the Akamba have also a lengend which, unlike

and the people who came from the ant—
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As the lengend goes, he lived on the mountains alone

c

drums. the first

It is not uncommon to hear a Mukamba

Ko miana Yunga^a Muamba? nduvitila mu/anyani usu?

Meaning are

you that big?

(c) The Religion of the Akamba

It is very hard to isolate

one u/hich deals luith

religious belief and practices, as if the other sections

do not. The re fore,

and

no way

exists nee

the paragraphs that follow here below, 

give only a brief information on the beliefs, 

practices of the people being studied, and are in

one section from an

thesis (as in this study) in 'Religious Studies’ 

and say that that section is the

essay or a

tell another one:

for a long time entertaining himself with his giganti 
When he got too old he mysteriously bore

several Akamba, who kept multiplying according to his 
3 7 order until now©

The myth given above expresses in a

Aimu, which seem

more special than the other parts of the thesis©

Are you as big as Yunga-a Muamba?

Can't you pass through that space.

nutshell what the

Akamba think and believe about their origin, 

here on earth, their God and the spirits, 

to act as intermediaries between God and men
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rci tionalizo ths they just assume

In the beginning Mulungu - - •" God, riulunqu is the re fore

seir-OzXistent, needing no postulation. This lack of
speculative spirit among the Akamba
years ago by Lindblom

therefore the creator and
originator of all things.

on

God. He gave them animals and

But the

are to God for

a sacrifice,

kiuita nt ha kame nthi (Lit. To pour blood

the end of every harvest. supposed to

Hence

mention just a feu o

The Akamba follousd the instructions to be sacrificing

expected to shou gratitude

his benevolence by giving

the preceding myth of origin,

Ndeti has rightly observed that the Akamba do not

time they forgot 

thereby forgetting their oun God and

existence of reality :

regularly after every harvest.

and the human beings.

give a feast Mbinqi (Lit.

He is a good,caring 
sent rain as

y they sacrifice and 
plenty) at the birth

the Surpreme Being, as

But one

on the ground) at

and for every

Mulunqij 0

In fact they are 

sacrifice at every important stage in life, 

good gift they get from flulunqu.

Basing his argument on

of a child.

He created both the spirits Aimu.
For that reason,the people depend 

him for sustenance and providence

a result of 
which there was plenty of food for every body.
Akamba in turn,

at initiations and at death, to

a thank offering,

source of life.to do it,

3 9 the first causal principal;

God to the Akamba, is

was oven noticed many 
as observed by Ndeti.
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riulupgu bscame

place s.

the lesson. The y
aliuays sacrifice

good

season• ui het her on people,

sign of God’s displsasursa for which a diviner

medicine is usually consulted.man

he prescribes, as
avert
people. They have

Lindblom wrote:

sacri fi ce s,

o n
which sacrifices ought to be made.

Concerning Abnu, the Akamba believe them to be closer

more powerful than

very angry, and punished them with a famine, 

which caused starvation and migrations to different 

From that time onwards the Akamba learnt

occa s ions
42

(as

me n.

should befall them.

seen as

a worse thing

s because they wore

The Akamba are a

to God and superior to the humans being 

created first and are

Any catastrophe or misfortune, 

animals or land,

end of every 

season, during which God is thanked for the 

harvest and requested to do the same or better next

fJqolano, the women’s grain offering 

ceremony, is a thanksgiving festival at the 

harve st

On the whole, the Akamba are diligent in offering 

and it would be difficult to give

an exhaustive account of all the

like drought, disease or barrenness is

And in most cases, 

a remedy, a sacrifice to appease God and 

any passible danger.

mentioned above) at every important 

stage in life, and try to appease God lest

sacrificing

Theirs is a religion of sacrifices, 
even sacrificed human beings.
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His VI is ho 3

n a r t h • A 3

of any irnponding dcinj'*!?.n And 33 oxocubors of

Cod’s '.uisfjog fclioy punish

A irnuo nn 3 , polic‘d rn^^n. A 3 such

they Irara.ss pnoplo. even bhoc'^ ivho sacrifice to them,

bocau-o they vant to bo re cognr so d and thoir prosonco fc 1 b.

song which expresses this

relationship hcb’vnon ^vniJ end the living.

fol loi"-; ;

no r gra to f ul.

who sacrifices to

also noted by

Lindblom He notes j

hotuo VO r,

expect constant attention

from their living relations, in the form of
The sacrifice is a

n«e o d;

and strengthened. The least . in a1ntion in this

avengedre spe ct by sending off all sorts of13

misfortunes down upon the
diseases of both men and domestic animals, and even
death.-

gift which the Aimu 
by it also connection with thf^m is maintained

y i'^^

Nanyem-aasya ula utja th.-m b ■' a a ,

sacrifices.

These Aimu arc

It "lent as

They Fiarrasg even the one

r-tthem.

here on

) arc also Gori’s messengers and execute

This characteristic fr^aturc of /yjriu v'as

negligent one, such as

Aimu a ya mati muvea

the wrong-do-?rs ;-jnd the negligent

meesf^ngerf; they iiinrn the living, through

The researcher once hoard a

may be •;'ef?n as Mulungu’s

Tho most characteristic feature of Aimu is, 

that they are conc-'iderod to
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In the

about Aimu becau.se it '.I'as
felt, that the bulk of Akamba

X3 uj i t hl

Aimu • He n ce ,

God or the uniuji'se in

briefly is that

fear I’/itchcraft and

both ths oriucate.d and

So,

the divinor—modicino man io
toll whntfier

tho patient has bee or whether it is just the

spiri ts,

occasion

(d) ■The land of the Akamba

The Akamba live
of Kenya; and

area is about 17,436

square

like sicknes.e or death, 

unually called in to

Another thing that may be mentioned here 

Akarnba believe in and

and the

46

concepts regarding Aimu

developed than those regarding 

4 5
gonoralo

live in a

n bewitched

know whether they have

as Mbiti puts it, 

ideas and practices

In most cases

a goat or a

ore more fully

in the tar^terri Province 

their land is called Ukambani, whose 

- 47miles.

the y 

of nn'^iety Inst they shall 

incur the clispl-rjsuro of tlr-^ j'nalous and capricioun

. . , 44s p .1 r 11 s 0

evil magic, including

Christian and non Christian.

The result of these b'-’linf.s

again as a sacrifice

is tliat the nat.tveo never

Ai fiiu. tlia t are not happy. After establishing the 

the peitient. 

chicken is killed for the 

blood poured to the ground ,

cause of the .eickness he treat.s

illi 12ra te, 

whenever any misfortune strikes.

preceding di.ecu.ssion more weight was given to 

tho activities of and beliefs

religious

to be found in connection

sacrificed enough, and so
constant stat

becau.se
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Ukambani liesIn terms

botujGDn 4 minutes and 3 degrees

series of steps asTfie land rises in a

Approximatelycoast to the hinterland.

is botu/een 1000 and 3000tu/o

sea

Ukambani mas

tained after Kenya’s

There are

in the cool

When it is dry, mater is scarce and people andmon ths •
30

to travel long distancos to find mater.animals may have

This

it is felt,to every

the belief

areas

of flachakos District.

re pre se nt

selected for the study mere representative, at least

country (Ukambani) is the

Although it mas not possible to- travel

locations for administrative purposes.

independence in 1963.

tmo rainy seasons (March - July), and tmo
, , . L_ 1. ■ 1 r.0 n

Britisfi occupation of Kenya,

(on the most) >ind

During the

divided up into tmo districts, Machakoo 

Kitui (on the east). These mere then sub-divided into

This structure has

49

39 degrees east.

of geographical position,

south and 37 degrees and

dry seasons a year, 

months in the highlands and 27'^C in the hot

and temperatures range betmeen 10 C
- 0- -

been re

These mere

one mhich mas chosen

one travels from the
thirds of the Ukambani area

n Ile ve 1 •feet above the

for this research.

part of Ukambani, the findings,

systems of all the Akarnba because the
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CHAPTER TWO
literature: review

The earliest luorks on the Akamba mere dons by foreigners,

seen from the list below, who had first to learn

Kikamba and a bit of the Akamba culturo and customs. Ho nee

many of them had either inaccurate renderings of Kikamba

words or unfair representation of the Akamba people.

C.Wc Hobley, for oxamplo, mixes Kikuyu, kisiuahili and

Kimasai with Kikamba . In hisG ve n

74 he gives the term for stomach content as Ta the,page
which is not On page 75, he theuses
terms Mawele and Mbaazi for, mi Hot and peas respectively.

These are swahili words. no t Ki. kamba . In the hesame page

(when it rains) andalso talks of Nvua the Kimasaiya ua uses

word Enqai for God.

xample of derogatory representation of the

Aknmba people (and Africans in general) may be taken from

He writes:Lindblom’s book
meat is shown by the factThat the Akamba like tha b

raw and do not mind
eating animals that have died from natural

attained an advanced stats of
A. Arkell Hardwick relates,

how his Kamba porters eargerly devouredfor instance
de composition.

second book 1922/67,

causes,

Kikamba but Kikuyu.

that had fallen ill and died.an ass

A Qood e

even such as have

as may be

they unhesitatingly eat it
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I

Thn i r

the fact that they rn.eetod nui nea-f ouils ’ fee t

Also the J.anguage he

IS unsympathetic and portrays his
colonial mentality.

When the natives really get into the grip of dancing,
they, especially the young
passion for this amusenont, u'hich beyond all

description. the

interested in. This leads to

unpleasant consoquonces hotfi for those around them and

for themseIves, IJnrje r uch circumstances, 5 t i s
practically impossible for the travellers to get

hearers and thi is r’ifficult e\/en for ths gn\/e rnme nt

sorvice o V/he n the r remedy one has to

thing of »vhich 1 have had

The folloming are t h"' re fore of the pioneer workssome

ethnology of Akamba and o the r

the first hook to bel-’Q r;

folloined by G. Lindblom’s The

1 920, and then Mobley’s
secnnrl hook,

Ga st A fri ca n tri bos

equally derogatory,

any uiay famished is shown, among other things, by
1

1 91 (1/7'1 , 

ii'titten on these people^,

Dancing is then thoir whole life, 

sole thing they are

no other

Akamha in Hritish Last Africa,

own moals and carefully gnavj them clean.

on the Akamba,

He says:

C.W. Mobley’s

men, arc seized by a regular

Bantu beliefs arvi magic 1 9??/67

take bearers forcibly, a 
o

e xpe rie nee ... ‘

uses to describe the Akamba dances

power of eating ail sorts of thing.s without being in

hiave also seen my portfire take the bones after my
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r oW. Hobln y,

Oiitish administrator,

It ’-'.'as during that'Has in charge of dachaho^' dirstrict.tini

Apart From thn‘''^ unrair rnprv.-c, h np tiin Akaniha

fianjjl.-’ and the re, tlr'> s a a r 1 y

a to
20 5 gives ths impression

til l<G tine- to under­

stand the Africans’ ma5' of life. Ho for
running away from

to look fnr Damn (modi cine)
?irig punish'uJ, in mhich

both the C'lropean andcase Had the

he

for trnatment and to

This,

have graatly raducod ths dosi’rtions.

Hoblsy gives a good advice but ho also seems to he torn

hotujeen tu/o morlds: On ho wants to understand

his subjects better and but,

maintain his status

to guide their destiny better 

other hand, he wants to

colr)n.ial gave r nine nt»

Guropean understood the African traditional bf?lief3, 

"jould have given him l':'av' to go home

Akamba better and more

to giv

as a colonist.
on the

to help tiiem govern the

one hand.

VI r i t e r s contributed

a D.fo niKl later a P.C., ’"ho at one

their masters and "lork to go

f fe (J;i ve ly for the benefit of the

he concludes, wo'jld

purpose .seoms t'3 be

and nev/r->r coming back for fear of I

the firct "iriter on the Akamba, was a

lot*.A cacLiol Took at pages 201

tlr? native lose.

to '.he Foregn ad mi ni s t ra tors

otiier small mictak-'‘s h'.?r'’ and

report back for duty immf’dia to ly.

the Africans (here referring to Gikuyue)

some knowledge about the Akamt’a,

tha ; he v.'.a.s calling upon hi-s country 

men (colonist and mio-eionary alike) to

time that he gathered mat'‘rial for his two books, '.uhoce ina5n

example, talks of
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of products nscsssary for tlic Curop'^on "jorld and for

labour supply.

ThAir futur-?bo our rulo.subjo c b
io 30

those authors say about spirits?V/hat than do

spirits into two groups:

(ordinary) spirits of the deadThese areAiinu1 .

Mutnb u,They haunt certain sacred fig-trees,ancostors.

to them that sacrificr’s are offered periodicallyand it is

at the shrines, Na thoiribo.

Aiinu ma Kitombo2

relics of people who have liillcd their neighbours by the

They are said to correspond to thehelp of black magic.
’Shaitani’ and are therefore evil spirits which theSwahili

Supreme Being has banished to the woods wtiere they wander

for them by sacrificing to

These are

Out Mhiti rejects this idea ofmadness to their victims.

spirits being banish“‘d to the woods and accusesevil

Th-

C.W. Hohlny (I9io/71) classifies

the m,

supposed to be disembodied

the rjuestion of our

about without anybody to core

These are

verdict of posterity be 
destiny wisely. *

This i’.J the utilitarian point of

a vindictive crew and cause some kind of

duty to th'-'; races

native races in British colonifvs and protectorates

to it that the

are one of our greatest assets, - bo th for production

view- and apart from this hliere is

Hobley of introducing foreign ideas to the Akamha religion.

that I'.'e have guid id their

in our hands, anti l-jt us
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In describing the * A ifiiu KI I cinbo * , Hobley says tliat

43-5

it anyivherc3 duringcone across

that tha possessed used to demand and be givtsn articles

Put the type was older than her

Lindblom,G.

’spirits other
than Airnu ’ > He gives the following:

t othem.••

girl).mother was a

his own researches.

This is completely foreign to the Akamba,

like chains, Minyoo.

Apart from reading about this type of Aimu from Hobley’s

book, flbiti denies having

catalogueing other spirits which he calls

I have not otherwi.se he^ard of this group of Aimu/

ideas of the hereafter, and Hobloy’s description 
(□p*cit,Q9) is possibly influenced by Nathew 12:

But one of the inf orman ts , Mrs., T.H .M .

woods where they wander without anybody to care for

(originally
from Nukaa location) confirmed that she had heard of it and

par, which his informant had probably heard and 
corrupted.

because it belonged to her mother’s time (that is when her

1920, continues Hobloy’s list by

they are banished by ’the Supremo Being ... to the

otherwi.se
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Th3 30A imii ma Mbevo3.

HbitiGalla and Wanjikao

th«ir victims to hurthuman beings, because they cause

jumpthemselves with knives,
fits etc.

doesAll the same
neitlier doos sheany foreign spirits, groupnot blame

According toHhiti does.foreign Aimu togetherall the as

the victims of nbovo Aimu used to r'^moveho r,

the 'OSO Ives,to warmthe huts and put it into

bo cause

Kikamba word for cold is mbovo♦Thethe [josscssod do it.

He neo ,

authors (notably Hoblny,Three4. Kiesu or Chesu

Lindblom and Mbiti) and informants (such

and Mr. Z.N.K.) agrc’O

wheneverthomse ivo s

kind of epileptic fits.into fires and had a

Mrs.T.M.M adds that
According to Mbitithe wounds they had cut.from

Christian message was beginningterm (Kiesu) shows that the

isHe says that Kiesuto make

her description seems guite convincing.

epileptic

danced by people hoiding knives, with which they also cut 
they got possf^ ssed. They also jumped

races are

Chesu vi f:tims used to lick blood
10 . ,, the

as Mrs.T.MoM.

’undoubtedly an adjectival - noun from Yosu (de sus) * •

that G|->esu was a dance which was

She was big then and sau’

grass from

Aimu which are hostile to

’they were, ve.ry cold’!

admits that there are some

into fires, have

an impact in tho country.

are spirits of the neighbouring
tribes, of Agikuyu, Hasai,

tho fire

But whenever such things happen, Aimu from otlior 
nusually blamed. All the same Hrs. T.H.H



- 27

Hono of this rnssachor’snot give his authority.Hf3 doos

informants .evor

co nf i rmod

it had anything

Concerning the

states that, firs.mentioned by Lindblomanyone’

luhosedifferent dance at a different time.

known as Aimu ma Muviti (seepossessing spirits wore

discussion below) for which a

staged and

term (unless it be granted that people wereorigin of the
misled by Lindblom), T.ri.M.firs •

calls it just Chesu andChristian influence.of

not Kiesu

European spirits,Those wereKiting * oA imu ma5.

country with the They usedinto thewhich came

Buttime of Chesu dance.people during theto possess
interviewed informants had heard about them.of then o ne

□ . fibulainclude Mbiti,Cither writers

and Farouk To pan.

Uo I'j To 3 t a in ent Eschatology in an1969 and thePhilosophy>
A f rican backgroun d ,

categories:

Europeans.

T.M.n.

fJ.J. fiutua.

that was a

kilumi dancG was usually

1971 g

to do t'lith the missionaries or Europeans in general.

the missjonaries or Christianity.

an ox slaughtered.

In hi s t. w o boo k s , African Religions and

Therefore, as regards the

connected the dance with the presence of

One wonders where flbiti got such a strong conviction from.

that sfm saw it being dnneod and never said

flbiti divides Aijnu into two main

firs. T.M.Mo

’irresistible desiro to shake hands with
11

rules out the possibility
1 ?Hoblc y
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huiBans and the ancestral

The latter arespirits.

(that is

and the

bedead rs’-latives,

living relatives) The

to him it is the living-
to the

they want attention
dead which

dance toasuch ac’cab’

e nte r tai n themseIves *

manuscript (typed) o n tit leda
of thecaseConception of

Aimu live in communitiesA kamba"(n.d). that spirits,He says

calInd Itibu according

Ititu,The

Each spirit
the founder of thatI'jho should bele.ade rcommunity has a

buried
otherso mo

These
in those places or

to swell as morecontinuecommunitis s

join them.

Morman 3* I'4utua vjrots

death and hereafter :

sacra d pla co.

influe ncial persons

thf.it their spirits moved there.

spirits of

is, spirits of the recently 

of the

to the Zamani period and those

According

"African

spirits of the long dead belong 
of the recently dead belong

relatives die and

spirit abodes, or

sacrifices are

sacred placer., mathambo, by the commun.i.tioa 
offered there

who can

regarded as
concerned and

or something to

he continues, are also

to their clans or families.

normally medicine men or

3asa period.

distrub the living because 

sfacrifice or just

Mature .spirits, which were never 

further subdivided into the 

forgotten dead people)

The founders arc

who died and were

Aimu proper
living dead (that i

remembered by soma
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s p i r j- fc 3o r thAboo b j, g, 3omn
rormc rbub ro ta in tho

tho maintho round’r spirit lives, 30

for the livingreligious nontroirnll an

harrassmont of thnbh?As forcommunity conce rno d.

t ba t o no

at any spirits* Centro by spirits mho oro no b o no * schacod,

boand could in tor'/on-' saveto

It should be noted b.hab much of uihab Mutua has said
As such ha hasto this rascarchor#far is quite nowso

has not mot u/ith other authors tuhocomment because hano

similar views.share

bhab era heard atc r i c 3Conca rning
Gibber voices of thoMu bun a rasacrari places,

children who died young

"chiJ.drcn who die young continueBub according bo MbibXi

gab married and raise

and birds that are at sacredsoonf\3

a 1 b-' rnabivos » They are ei bherbhr-eg i s

(killed) atsocri f i cud the s 0the

the s p i. r i. bthe ys h r i. no s or

or bhev could ouon be human

of th' a nj ma Is

, Mubuo

which had h'^ ’n

plac"’s

s P i r -i b s )

living, Mutua concludes

spirits asr'Uming physical fnrn-*

tho children*.'-

world (owned hy the

for the animals

rola.bives although one’s

or that the spirits prncroabo.

spirit - relatives 'are o'<poobod

can only be harras.sr’d or

a n i ma 1s

V/hen the communities br'corne

admini strative as

break away and start ner? sites,

ce nbre , whs re

bo aware,

cnu?.d ba onimnls bslonging to

says they

the situation.

to grow and become ndulbs,
.J 3 families
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It has alr^’ady

{\tanimalr harl r

fj on t

ui i t h

i-.A .in h’r□ uHith Nh’jla,

oF Chi‘• biafilhy into.

i nfc'j -t'-'o f'

■' [? i r i. t ■

al.X f^-’nnlo

Hl J b

■V’ardLinrlhloin haH al''O

Ill ha r'l'-’lt on hlioof

north oa-:^t of ICltui tabout thirty hiiom^ tros,

Topan’o PhoD Ttiasi-s, 1?71,/o'.ihOf ail the u.'rit

: tho rclo of? nI;i11 ’'I Oral _ Li t-'^r£LL'ijL-
' ^liun'^hip of riomhana ,

Tho onlythKn nya t cam'?

communityfl^ait ’.vith th'^ Slijahi. li'H f fro rico

orvl hisnot mith thn Ahamha, although in thaof Huinhasa,

'-’jppla m? ntc dL?ackgro'Jn'l information,

tha origins of all ths spirits in theto him,A ccording

myth connected with the prophetworld are
as ho th'? awahili.is knovjn amongSolomon or

it

mountain of flutitu

17
«

s p i r i t s

tJabii Suloirni-^nf

study places

one-lnggud singl^

r o s n a r c h (? r o v i 'J 

this-j stufiy, because ItaJjju-.,

;» n a

spirit o

an a

1 ’’-?iional Ho»iu ,

boon monti orr'd

explciinsd in a

xs a

cock and ;a

j.’ortidly b‘''*n a’'^n«

thu A'illl'l:!

a t-tuii t'J-alali»

ritual US bbirjQ

c|ass 3 f i -Is A i mu

Aci;arrli,ng to b-T lei l;bii!ibi is a general t-rn for

I'ath iml?i fl-iiitu ma tala

and Muviti a

r'-' 3'’a rch' I r ’ s o n'jui «

according to Mutua,

general term for all main

1 S 
t")o kids visited th? home v’hich was being attacked.

that at two of th"*

vias that Tnc'^n

At Ilbooni a dog, a

Th-’sis n t i 11‘-'’d , Pn no tra t ion

It'^'mhukani Girls’ Hostel, 'rifnri ant: and two mn.k.?’? wore 

roportu’cklv'' nonn#

-^gori‘’s: l(a thamhi and f-lu^/iti

are said to com's from the coast.

closes t t- o
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Spirit::

History of thi- ujorlrl. Subtil 1at cJ.’. rCorf^nL i n

'■lurinrj hh'i

alT-o lubo ma^t^r^ Dub bo co US’?111: i r

I'o be llf'd and wf.'roof blufn3  ni'

blieir toil until SolomonQ fchorspunici^K'd •

bo dispersef reobill’ yonr) blnridied , lyc retlioir rnnsber

Tlio most poi'-'orful to•J o r 1 d . o ns s oa mobo all parts of the

blv’y po3oeos‘:’d people andvjhe reF'asb Africa,Pemba, in

of them crossed bo flombara,a ndmo diurns,be cam i

nerliums andalso took upbheyujihc rc

Other writers
f'lidd lo ton a ndof thorn brio fly though.ci tod ho ro, some

1965,hurth^^kao bo rn Oanbu ,rshaiu
spirits is not alwaysassb’rfcecl that thu viorld of thehave

mention t'jo sanctuaries luhorohoujo U3 r,Thoy,localized•

to bo very high. The ythe

mountain rangea

those spirits never like to boAnd becausein Kitui.

th(?m arc said to hoar voicesdisturbed, people going 113 a r

: mho goos there? or mhat doouch as

sacra d no ss, those places arc

Mulunqu orreferred to as

being in the very presonco God.Ofif being thero is

: The central bribes

oh OU bi ng questions

And because of their

so ttlcd there

continued uith

re

concentration of spirits seems

slo’.'/ly some

bo work unrler jolon’on,

you want?

Solomon overniorked th’in,

time of prophit Solomon they luere all brouglib

cr"‘ated l?y Se'd end put und"r different masters

near Kibwozi and Hzambani rock

is a 1J

who also wrote on the Akamba may be

fjciai (Kamba names for God), it

are kyumbe,
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They conclude

trees,

solitaryf'lumbu or in other prominent natural featuresor

places of sacrifice.the re f oreujhich ai?eor pools,rocks

them and cons tantre Cl ui refood off'^red Lo

a tte ntion.

booklet e n J: J. tiedNorman Larliy published aIn 19^^

an bhropolofjis t, according to

niords in thehis own

educational officer.

L'arby has beenwith the Akamba.ssifjn and in contact

thsto elseujhere inro fe rred

t.uho wars buildingoffice r

In hisKusyomuomo primary

’ Lmue rbooklet Larby locates
to theand addsregi one’

famous'

He

o rr'of

religion.the Akainha

book in Kikamt'aKimilu ’.’.'roteDav/id N« aI n

In this

i nho ri ta nee

ma n . . o

The A karnba «>

who supervised the people

the Akamha

other prominent

of r?ommuni ca t.io n frith the spirits

their discussion by stating that Aiinu generally

’Author’s Preface’, but rather an

school at an I the mbo place.

>i’ho sp''’nt seven years in that profe-

ths aHode of ths

preferably fig trees of the species of fluurno

of th^' ir ancestors .

thesis as the educational

He luas not an

They live on

live in

place in

(The typical Kamba man).

book Kimilu discusses

A|<ariiba [r’opl^’, inGluding ini tiai on, gamos and dancns, 

, division of labour, marriage, brideumalth etc.

medicine man or sorn

that sacrifices are usually made

by saying '’-.hat the Thole religion

dead as the

Acccrrling to him God, Muiunqu, has no

'. n t-i. t id riutaiiih^3 i./i'i'i'o
many customs and traditions of the

s I) i r .i o f a

conclude
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many '-jj i ri 1: o u tljurs t;Tth-! as

According to him the Akamba resortedpolitically rno t iva tnd ,

uniting tlioni to Tightto Aimu poossgsioric as

He mo ntioriothe colonio.l oppreccions.

much nioro u/idnsprocid outburst ofof 1906 to 1900,

1 91 1

ho sa ys,

se-'me

Some oT those aspueb.s

a»o re : -

Loss of their land(a)

Torturs from Lannridga,(b)

the

thus causing many to dosort and rolioving himday,
of their labour oxponsao.

Introduction of Poll(c)
aimed at forcing men back to the labour market.’.'J a 3

Kamba cuctomary lam,Pe nmill

customon very manymri to 3

(although ho claiiiior.l to bo

method of flogging his ujorkf?rs just before pay

other officers.

of the Akamba.

o thcr urr iters ) ♦(callf’d fJqai Mania by

information on it is

reaction against certain

1 n
9

Do

"although the

a g-’ i ns t

asfiects of colonial oppression

of colonial oppres.sion which the Akamba must have resented

a missionary) who adopted

a nd a

scanty, it

the Ki jocu

Of the latter

to the European settlers and

a fruit farmer at Mua hills

n.L. Tignor, in his hook The colonial transformation

1951, like Kimilu

to have been p'l.rtly a

tax in 1910, which, he thinks

o f Kn nya , 1976, er?s

a means of
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things hs fliscuos??s

in ca32 of husband’s death, land

and other ordeals etc.

Instdjtute of Africanseveral discussion papers

University of (Jairobi.Studio s,

are :

July 1971.

1 91923th March,

1 97920th March,

He also wrote

1979).

tho Akamba of

hn

Uf special note isfound among

’.vhat ho sayo

hunting leaders.

Kitui, and much of what
ths Akamha of Machakos.

Tn all those papers, Ueda discusses

and custody of widows,

tri be J,

about wa th5. ritual and about the power of

The Wathi ritual among the kamb^,

to the

a project, report entitled A study of

So mo of his papers

Witchcraft and Sorcery in Kitui of the kamba

Tho power of huntinn leaders among the kamba,

Some of the are marriage, inheritance

Professor Hitoshi Urda, has written and presented

Philosophy and CosmoJogy of the Kamba. 

research was conducted from Movember 1977 to September,

nays is at variance w’ith what io

tenure, ki thi tu (oath)

(No date, but the
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Out his irjE3a of

and 3 fcrnngo r thn n a

Akamba of (lachcil<o3»

1 975, fJclotd. publishoc) book ontitlorlfinally, i n

Tbolh<! of this book.purpo<3n

fcbo profac'i, is to obou» hoi’itba author i n c:111 ij ra 1sa ya

plannadp o 1 i c j 3 3 a ro

a nd dia trio .( % Aa auch , the bookprnvi nos3statoo

doal with oithorn o h

that by

19

and i molin'^ n to d

I
a*

in varioun rnornbe.r

roligion or tha Akamba<d o (? o

v»onan is sharod by tho

C LI 11 * J r a a 1 Policy in fan ya .

a man’s riitchcraft being difforont from



36
NOTES

1 920,1 .
1920,Lindblom,G .

to visitfirst fnr^-Tign miosionorytb.oKrapft mon3. Dr.

f-iark luhi chThn Go'^pol of St.1 0^19.tho Akamba in

bill nxtant ntho tranolatorl ini', o

Out Krnpf‘3F.'n i rob i •SocietyBiblnthn

Travoln, Rosoarchns

r^Tst African Langiingon (13 30),

(lyhich

C.M .4 .

13^ fontnotn.1 971 ,5.

1 3<.ci t, pg-Op.6.
rliiri n^c> (Tin 11  i r 1T.n JI, overMm .
h^ rtho Knkuti farni nn

?of-.t-'’orl Arf^n

13<1 971 , PU-3 . S . M b i t i ,3.

inberviovi.T.M-M ,i-lr^.9 c

1 971 , nO’Mbiti,3.3.’ 1 n

1 9*^0, pg-11.

1 ,
1 33

1 3 .
5, calls the m,no. •StnndnrHSund-y1 A.

oridn rs »

1 9.
r‘7Apg*(-i nflb 19m,17. G c

31 9 7<', pg*Tigrior,L.3.1 9 ,
133pg*1< 5. m i 1 u ,DoP.1 9 . Gpe

! c

1971, pg*

nf

rra 3oa rchc r.

Hohloy, 191(1/71,

I..1 ndbl om,

Hohl-^y, I9in/71,

ior.",

Mr.

of Pen ya, 

and Micsionary labours (1.360) and

nij2 viic

0.1.' 0

p r o 3 n n t h o m'"'

G.

* brio

ri.3o , intorvinuj.

I'lac a

0.5. Mbiti,

6 0 yn3jr'',

i n be x'v ioi'fo d on IA/3/36 at

1 3*^ footnote .

hikanba in 1330 ic

location, Machakoo.

0.3. M b i b i,

pa an a 1(3.

pan.' A1 5 .

.1 n the

to b h i 3

page 511

tha Vocabulary cP 

includes kikamba) more not availablr^

G. I. indblom.

1 9^0,



37

CHAPTER THREE

methodology

In this chapter, the methodology used in this study

has been discussed.

1 .
A questionnaire

Spacesfor this research.
The researcher didfornaire

assistants, nor

because many
interviews were personally done and recordedAll thethem.

and

when interviewing
been reported.

rranted the employment of the •story-waTwo reasons
it was discoveredIn the first place,me thod.telling’

neself to the questionnaire. o no

not covered in thesomemight miss

Thequestionnaire

and there, put to the informants by

to

points•
q ue s tio nnai re

of thethe discretion

itse1f or
researche r•

writing down the answers.
did he use any tape recorders

by him.
the questionnaire 

uninterrupted. This digression proved particularly useful 

people from the areas where attacks had

became very necessary to digress from 

let the informant tell his/her story

the researcher.

Such questions

not employ any 

informants seemed quite uncomfortable with

clarify or expand on unclear or omitted

Data Collection.

(with twenty-five questions) was used

were either asked from the

with questions'here

from the story told, depending on

At times it

that by restricting o
imp or ba nt info rma ti o n, 

’stories’ were however, supplemented

were provided in the question-
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The
Ideally, all the questions in the

Butthe
wasit was

tired and
continue with the interview.

researcher
story*

informants were interviewed individuallyMost of the
On four occasions it was different. Onbut not always.

and his wife were interviewed together.man

two students of Itembukani, SecondaryOn another occasion

Of the remaining twointerviewed.School we re jointly

called to introduce thethe second person wasoccasions
but he also participatedinformants,researcher to the

three of them were former studentsThein
of Itembukani

Data2.
2.1
r rom

from 1, representing the lowest level of

belie f,
thenwe re

lU) and given a

the discussions.
Secondary School.

respondents to tell the story in their own words, 
found out that, by the time the questionnaire

re s p o nde nt’s

Pre se ntation.
Formal data presentation.
the answers given, it was possible to scale each 

level of belief in spirits, Aimu. The

unwilling to
would miss the informant* s own version of the

column of their own.

second reason why this method was resorted to was

The scaled responses

scales were
to 5, the highest level.

transferred on to a Master Table (see chapter

to save time•

one occassion a

over, the ma

questionnaire should have been asked first, before inviting

jority of the interviewees were
In that case the



The other

Table •
for the

Summarization’•

ma y
to permit statisticalform,tio ns

address
as

address’average’to compute the
ca nmould of course

from city centre’into ’distanceaddressconvert an
and this number can be

sThe

pe rmit

characteristics mhich mereof thestudy t

reduced to
to 6 and education.numbers 1

coding system,

chap te r

characteristics, by 

statistical analysis,

Theodore Anderson, 

into quantitative

add such numbers or
be meaningless.

first problem,
therefore be, to transform observa-

In this
small numbers

A house

number (such

uias given
0 to 5 etc. (See

according to

a nalysis«

treated

reseacher’

□bervations

The researcher’s

tra ns f orm 
through measursmsnt 

statistical analysis.

through the use of a map 
meaningfully by statistical procedures.

First problem, then may be to
into quantitative form either

as a

which was given
lU below)

However, we

variables like age, education and occupation were 

their own rows on the same Master

39

thereby, to

purpose of

J For exampls, is usually expressed
2605, Riverside Drive). To

or counting and,
1

is known as 'General

This process
reducing them into numbers,

also coded and given
□F scaling responses and oF coding

some
For the purpose of computation

were age, which
number s
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Tousi ng

technically knoiun as tallying*Thelist.

tallied resultsThs

Fre que ncy(f)TalliesCate gory
9nilA
7II5

16
Total

then tabulated and

to become

that is,y,
inde pende nt

feel that the dependent variable

thsthe one
left of the table.at theit

researcher is most interestedwhich theThe
It is this variablevariable•

conditions.various
whose

called independent variable.
the conditions under which the

Its

left of the table andis at the

the

By wides 
de pe nde nt

i nde pe nde nt

compared under

va riable «

which variable
va ria b le

analysed, 
establish the Correlations

□f times eachcounting the number 
counting is 

looked like this:

After all the data were 
Correlation Coefficient method, 

the data were first grouped by

be come 
dependent variable is examined.

the

tallied results were
But before that, it had to be decided.

distribution
pread (but

variable
variable at the

should be
should be placed i

variable in
called dependent 

is

symbol appeared on the

the dependent
Zelditich Or. (1958/68)

researcher is interested in, and that

was to become

that is, the

top of the table.

The 

correlations computed, 

was going 

and which one

Theodore R. Anderson and Morris

summarized, they were

The other
categories

of the
not universal) agreement.

in is
distribution 

variable is
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letter Y is used to identify thetheThat io,
l(?tter X the independentand fchf)

sxaniined ujill

found within thealways be

belief in spirits, (Aimu/Hajini )this research.I n
Cducatiorv age and occupationthe variable beingIS

Theof the
shown below#the onetables looked like

the independent variables.

depcjndent variable

studied.

1-J hen t h i svaria ble• 

conditional distribution to bo
2 colu’^ns of the table.

convonbion is followed, the

respondents are
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TABLE THREE. 1

541 2

■3-420000021
113J130021 00

010005 0212000

-994.1 -44301 0004

63110005
i

.2322-3 2717621 512fx
1

+3+1 +2.1 0-2u

+18 20+2+5.1 0-4fu

735 31 03

.3-5tfv -1+1 0t4

.15 .23.4L'ffv -1 0.3

The formula used uas: r

/
0

n 
L

lb X
Age

9

7.
0 ns 
Belief

=

r-0.647.

9 
A U 

lU

iV

-6 12 !

fOWPIITniOH OF fluE '10B000 ----' SPIRIT'S (fifflll 4 MOIlflj

.12
4-----

3

54

.9
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HYPOTHESES TESTED

kind of objectives suggesting thatset for this study, one

The belief in

affected by age*

notThs belief in

affected by the

The belief in

tested by finding the Coefficientlue re

variable of age and intensity
of Correlation

thatorof
intensity of spirit belief. If aof formal
found between age and spirit beliefispositive correlation
found that the higher the age ofha s

to display a strong spirit
ISbelief. If the

for rejecting the hypotheses.reason
ISIf

thatthat means
strong spirit belief.isthe less likely he

In the introductory chapter

spiri t be lie f, 
schooling and

affected by one’s

spirits (A imu/Ma 
occupation/profession.

spirits (Aimu/Majini) is 
number of years of formal schooling.

^3

the following hypotheses

Hl

to display a

certain objectives were

H2

a Mukamba the more

correla tion

jdjTi) is not

this means

found between age and spiritcorrela tion
the higher the age of a Mukamba

a negative

is no

belief,

were to be tested:

spirits (Aimu/Majini) is not

that means there

These hypotheses
between the

between the variable of length

that one
likely ho is

found to be close to zero,
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hypothesis such as the above

recognized

negative
Coefficient

Statistical

experts have

Forcha ncs•
in theinstance,

fficient from a sample of 17 was

r

tables is

r

that this is
about by merechancefive percent

chance ) •

research it is

level,

There are
and

houjQvsr some

Correlation

Similarly,

spirit belief,

to be able to reject the 
established that, depending on the size of 

Correlation Coefficient

how much chance there is
This is expressed in terms of percentages.

the Correlation between age and

In social
Correlations

signifir^ant’

□f caution in interpreting these

the coe

647, which according to the statistical 

at the 1/u level (There is only 1% 

about by mere chance).

found to be 

significant 

this result came 

sample of 9 is used, and the Correlation 

-.657, the statistical tables suggest 

only at the 5^o level (there is

a Correlation

one * s sample ,

science

clearly significant’ at the 1% 
at the 5^ level.

case of

Coefficients:

a convention to

In the testing of an 
it is, of course, important to follow generally 

conventions about what constitutes 
Which is sufficiently positive or 

original hypothesis.

one can say from the
that the result came about by mere

is found to hs
signif icanu

that this result came

chance that
when the

re gard
simply ’

rule s



- 45

(i) The smaller

9 is

only good

ora

is

be ttuee n•causal relation'a

correlation may be due tofcujo variables.the
third variable which is notthe

In othar words,research design.considered in the
task of interpreting thestill the

conside rable reflection

why areasons
clearly positivei tse1f

It has

All the interviews

himself.

the researcher wentcollected
theAfter

the different re s
the answers according to their

theyco nte n t,

requiring 

Correlation Coefficient shows

da ta p.rese n_taXi°.!l•

rne ntio ned,

reports.

the sample becomes

these levels of significance.

clearly significant positive
found does not necessarily

questionnaire 
this study, and that no

we re

statical data.

data were
, listing down the answers given by 

for each question. Although

2.2. Informal
already boon

, with twenty­
research assistants were employed.

For instance, 

enough for Pilot studies.

five questions, was used for

conducted by the researcher

raw data,

the more difficult

it is to

on the
or negative.

that is, mere field

over the questionnaire
ponde nts 

to group

(ii) The fact that

negative correlation

indicate that there is

The

influence of a

there is

above, that a

trust even

considered a very small sample.

an attempt was

still

made

re ma i ne d



compared uJith other existing 'jjorksnot

they U3r2but ujcrfi pressnted just

i n t G r V i G LU 3 G G .

franGd to most certainthe quecticns LUG reNg v'3 r thle 33 ,
reGcarchor had set out to explore.

lug re :These

/berth of bel.iGfG in spirit, in spirit(a ) theTo de te r'"ine e;

related forniG of magic in theactivities and in some

□f study*sole c ted areas

(b) To investigate

ftelieved in*of spiritsthe nature

basic traditional boliefs(c) To

may be

activities and in

Studies *2.3 Case
basis for thislug reFour areas

Itembukanis t ud y . They were
Uthiuni sub-location

sub-location of Iveti location

^nd Kisaij location;

objectives

investigate what other 
beliefs in and the fear of spirit

location, and the 
oF Hbooni location, Kiandanx

all in i'achakos District.

surrounding area.

They were

these beliefs take, and hence

objectives which the

received from the

oclGctcfl to bo the
secondary school, in Tulimani

the forms

behind the
seloctod related forms of magic.
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0010ctod because spirit attacks hadFirst three wereThe

neutral ground
which would not be

so
the thesis

So it wasuseful information*
• case

three places were quitefrom thoseThe
u na nimous
were

me re

studiesThose

No attempt was
ublishedwith other p

analy^j^Da ta3.
these ction

To do this it was necessary to
the informal data and with what

thecompare Concluding remarks andhaveother authors
inappearrecomme ndations

much that it
and leaving

case
of this study-

interpret themmade to
works.

studies».

provided good material for the 
But they were still raw data.

The information 
could not be 

it out would mean missing some 
decided that it be treated

re spo ndents

that the things

In some of the places

brought there, by luhom, luhsn and uihy.

objectives

researcher’s interpretation of all

majini* 
how the ma ji ni

attacking people there

or to link them up

been reported there.
to give a goneral Akamba world view, one 

distorted by any recent happenings.

separately as

But Kisau location was chosen as a

received from those three places was 

contained in the main body of

the data has

formal
luri tte n.

the last chapter.

In this

been given.

data with

that were

it was even explained
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pR0BLEMS FACED IN THE FIELD AND VJHY REAL NAMES ARE NOT GJVEI4

that luera encountered during this

research.

selected areas
areas.

for study.

be summarised as follouis:

(a)

homes

that luhat they shared mightthe respondents(b)

not be

(c)

Se condary

Researche r * s(d)

section belotw*

Those problems may 
the respondents to talk about their 

lives ) to strangers.
Unwillingness by

( and private

of the government agents to allow 

interview members of Itembukani 

).

peculiar to particular
Kisau Location, the control area had the least

problems.

security in some

Refusal by some 
the researcher to

School ( not rsal nama

as explained in the

There are problems

Soma of the problems were similar in all the 

of study, but there were also problems

Of the four areas selected

personal problems in relation to his 

oircumsta n ce s

Fear by
held in confidence.
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to talk about
least reluctance

check ( interview

feared that such
and hatred in the home.misunde rsta ndings

P»N»K had grown tired ofMr.

the stones started falling.

and taking photographs and
we re

He ,had therefore issued

order that noa n

uje nt the re ,
So when

willing to say what had happenedwereneighboursmembers or
had to spend a lot of time tryinghethe re •

to be

methods were
interviewed*

A nd

disclosed in this report*
true identity

the

The rest of the
researcher*

At Iveti Location,
from the time

For that reason
family members to agree

used to try to induce

stranger

write any report about that family*

writing reports

to take picture 

this researcher

strangers who, 

constantly coining there 

about his home*

should be entertained or allowed

to coax at least some

Several 

including engaging 

did so on condition that their

a go->between*

none of the family

a move

a respondent

where the

s or to

them into talking
those who were interviews

should not be

initials of the informants are given.
information is with the

In almost all the places the respondents were reluctant 
their hones and personal lives to strangers, 

was noted.

about the cause

In Kisau Location, 
refused to allow this researcher to counter- 

) with his uncle what he had told him 
of their family problems. The respondent 

would implicate him and create

That is why only
conf ide ntia1
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to allouj this
researcher luasThestudents#

addition to the

to give the

to the Headquarters
the required authority fromBut even

not satisfied#
the

was
That ismention ths name

of the
lot of timethis exercise wasthesis#

had been wasted#

very important and
Mr#

But he is the one who is

disturbing students of
said to own

So when

So the
is a very

hisre searche r

O.E.O f'^chakos.
made to sign an agreement not to

known if he did 

re s pe c te d 

conducted

why the real name

By the time

Itembukani Se condary 
went to

powerful perso
the m

a.MoK, cited in

nality in Kenya.

iini that u/ere

( mentioned above ).

school in his thesis#

Education Office, 

permit he had# 

authority but referred this researcher

this thesis is a

this researcher

was advised ( by the

not want
( feared )

research quietly and inconspicuously#

man in that area#

over, a

School

interview people in that area, he 

local people ) not to make his mission

to land into prison. Mr# 3#M.K

At Itembukani Secondary School, the Headmaster refused 

researcher to interview any of his staff or 

referred to the District

Machakos, for an authorising letter, in

The D.E.O’s office refused

Nairobi, the Headmaster

He insisted on seeing 'his immediate boss'

At last when that was

after procuring

of Itembukani Secondary School was

required

of the Ministry of Education in Nairobi#

first, that is, 
done the researcher

of that
school has been omitted in this
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personal nature surfaced
researcher u/ent ho the home of Mr □oK.K towhen this

Mr. □ .MoKconduct a

sacrifices to his
Sofeast to as

But when he learnt thatthe re •

the meat that was
declined to participate in the eatinggods ( demons ) he

on this problem isDiscussion
Sixfound in Chapter

for himself what happens
cooked had first been sacrificed to those

participant observation research.
gods ( the Ma.iini ) on every New Year’s

day and gives a 
this researcher decided to use

Another problem which is of a

many people as can come.
this chance to go and see

on religious grounds.
and elsewhere in the thesis.
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NOTES*

& Morris Zeldifcch Jr,AndersonTheodore R•1 .
2.

Jr,
2.

1958/68, page

1958/68, page

Theodore R. Anderson & Morris Zclditch,

102*
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CHAPTER FOUR

A o

pre sr? ntc d •

But ansiunrc to all the questionsused during the research.

Hoiue ver, the

bulk of

for eacli question by different i nte rv 1 enie e sgive nansi’i?-’ rs

tV'OAt t i me spre S'-' nte d .

for them given collectively. Ho

these ansuers at this

Analysis and interpretationda l;a •all rawThey arestage •

uill appear in chapters

1 and 2 dealt uith personal information.Questions

marital status, education etc. All

who answeredthose

told to explain why they thoughtlun re
they did.

Theso (Q

that AijDiigiven to prove

together and the answers

made to analyse

explanations were therefore

respectively»

to be presented.

attempt has been

n.5).

When asked

existed (Q

necessarily going

section,

f j ve a nd six

/Virnu?") without any 

something about A i m u^

whether in their opinion they thought that 

^he respondents said yes.

In this

or throe qunntions may bre grouped

the (questions will be tackled, and the various

are not

such as name,

of these raw data

DATA PRCSENTATIPH : irJFDRflAL 3CCTIRH

findings from the field study will bo

A questionnaire (with twenty five questions)

A imu really
Then they 

folloi^'
really exist.

ag®,
question ("Co you know anything about 
exception affirmed that they knew
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1 . Aimu apparitions

(a) I n shadoujy form

such as dancing grounds,

at homes.sacred places, Mathembo and even

thoir place of dance. Ki tu toni»3.I.K.
He narratedMachakos•

the.story as follows :
finished dancing,

talk with our girl­

friends ,
below thegrass

time we
the dancing ground, We

’people’ advancing towards
could hear

When
butus ,

Kituto, they
they finally

and continued to talk.some timeforstationed there
out very tall shadowy figuresto makeSlowly we began

Theydressed in white.
Wethe i r faces*see

back the waywentla terThe ywe re .

at their home, seated by thelimu
Mr, IM.N.K.

He

own
had been anitknew

could not see 
reached the

at different places

Mr.
in Kiangini village, Iveti Location,

^i3too[< it for his 

^Ging spoken to he

A f te r we
at most, remained behind to 

rest went home•

After s ome

a few of us, about four

Itu toni , a t

V/e sat down on the
or six

on a

used to be seen by the Akamba

Kituto, and began to chat.

saw A imu a t

were so

the other

tall that we could not

Via became scared.

could not even tell of what sex they 

the y had come•

saw a

A i m u « in shadowy forms,

side towards
of the

but the
dancing ground, 

heard voices of 'people' coming from 
Ki tuto.

the voices
anybody.

dancing ground,

f'ire place and working
mother, but when it disappeared after 

I imu.

femals
traditional basket, kyondo.
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in lato from the young people’sIAs usual came
I found that my parents had already

After sleepinggot into bed and slept.slept.
four hoursfor about three or

which was burning,By the fire place,call of na ture.
whom I mistook for my mother.woman figure

not getting any sleep,

fireShe

kyondo.and plait
The fire went out immediately.W-a-a ! !

with so

blanket, and slept till the
bed,

Jifnu, known as

'daughter of Lala), which
early in the morning to fetchveryused to gowomen

’"a ter.

during the season that thethe farmsi n
kuia,

This was
ears •a nd ingreen

traditional
their 

basket, kyon^.

referred to as
the time

disappeared, ushering in total darkness.
much fear that I jumped back into

trends where

Maybe she was

According to Mr. N.3•M. ?
Nthambi/Kathambi, Mwiitu wa Lala (Nthambi, 

used to be seen at wells and riuer

Plaiting a

"“Etching. 

Is ndg r

there is also a tall one-legged

I woke up to answer the

the season for bird

I saw a

dance, wa thi ni•
I too ,

and the woman

At times, Nthambi would be seejn

decided to call.

I was gripped 
covered myself with my 

2 following morning-

All the same I
I though t.

her traditional baske t,

sitting up late.
had therefore decided to sit by the

It was also seen 
^*<amba Tvirida .ya

when sorghum and millet grains were
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(b) In physical form*

Aimu somstimes visit the living in physical form. V/henever
either friendly or unfriendly and revengeful*

According to Mr.
They

seer •

Neverthless,

confrontations luith ancestralujho have
The ancestor appeared

fight the seer concerned.even

the seer’s body sujollen. TheThe public
of the dead relative mho

An aunt of mine had been

with

her personal

, the Ainiu that used to visitBut according
very friendly. The y

They were eitherhuman form.

offered some
time did he see the Aimu eat

or

satisfied by
*<nown to the family*

spirits they
in his

luhich they would gc.
the food offered to them.

by chickens, provided that the visitors
None of the visiting Aimu were

physically 
reprimand, wrestle or

would even see

reported of Ma tima,(seers)

seer would

on the ground) after

always

cases are

always

And whenever they came, his mother 

thorn (threw it

had physical
had angered.

actual bodily form to quarrel,

tell them the name 

him/her and why.

and sfie had often had physical
a seer

be was a

had fought

for many years

confrontations .ith spirit of her dead grandmother,

spirit.

N.n.K.^

Put at no

It did not matter whether the food

have angered them, es

their homo (when

appeared physically m

Msib^mu or Uomen-Ajjnu* 

food to

to Mr.
boy) were

they do, they are

N.O.M., ancestral spirits appear to those who 

pecially to the Matima (seers), 

always appear to quarrel, reprimand and to fight the

“as oaten by dogs
tho gesture.
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Hr.

a groatlirnu ,ua3 both friendly and yst

f olloiuo :Qrandfa thor . He relates as

in

days.• He

the evening and

Tf-jo family u/asmanner.
began to form slouilysudden a figureall of a
few minutes the figure became

the one who had met
He said he was a greatonwith Mr. Mukunuu

Noneof theirsgrandfather

knewliving

II. t/niCGSAimu fires,

1JJ h i h

u/he n

seen at the sacredthat arefires
‘^eatings that psopl®

Sirny the A_ijHU

Akamba know that Aimu exist are

' Auarters and
Hathembo and at can,ct.riea.

B.M.K., reports another story where the visiting 
a distant relative

as Wangutu,

on the wall

a very old man.

on the way

Other ways by 
'^^°Ogh Aimu voices that ar 

___________ i^cnnle

a few

‘I am Wangutu, your great

□f the people 
ago.

A f te r 
revealed himself to them in the following 

sitting by the fire place when

of their house.
vary clear, and both Ji0

He-identified himself
the way.

, and afterwards disappeared.
him for he had died many years

One day Mr. Mutua Mukunuu was returning home, 
the evening when ho met with a figure that looked like

The old man stopped him and gave him

the fallowing message:
grandfather; and I am going to visit you one of those 

went home and told his wife what he had seen 

weeks V/angutu -visited them in

Within e
wife and the husband saw him.

the
heard at sacred places, Mathembo, 

they come too close to the
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According to Mr. 3.I.K
hoard was at

with priconors Prom Machakos,sent a Mr. Norman Larby to go
to Iveti hill and cut down treos there, prepare the ground
and start building an elementary school there. But when the

of them was cutting down branch Proma a
instead oP the usual whiteMukuyu tree when, to his amazement,

The workers.

on

Mr •
immediately sent another group with strict ordersHereport.

But when blood oozed outimmediately and
Peminino voice was heard, the administrativeagain and the same

ordered that ths shrine be Ponced aroundHe
That second sitebeand another place

stands today, assertsprimaryis where Kusyomuomo

fir. a.I.K.

who also mentioned that blood oozed outAnother

ho Parget about their

build the school.

sap, bldiod oozed out oP the cut.

•Nwambuwaia u-mwana nimuunonqa•ungi' (IP you

8
9

hoard saying.

D.J. Penwill was very unhappy with that superstitious

kill this child you will give me another one).

The then area Administrative OPPicer, Mr. D.3.Penwill
9

superstitions and clear the place

oPPicer gave in.

Thon a Peminine voice was

Kusyomuomo .Ithemboni, on Iveti hill, Machakos.

work started, one

cleared Por the school.

, ,10School

7
, one such place whore Aimu voices were

seeing the blood and hearing that voice, Pled Prom there 

and reported the matter to the administrative oPPicer.

inPormant
white men were cutting down the shrinetree when

11Mrs. M.N.
cP a Mukuyu
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rounds up this discussion by saying, ’go no rally,

passed too’luhcnover any person, ma n

shrine.

chased’•

Mr.

Christian cemetery at- the

fires have ceased and a theologicalthoseBut today,flachakos •
B.M.K’s hometlio same ground. Mr.been built oncollege has

and he has aliuays lived there.I .M Missionthe Ais near

says that they too. when heJ.I.K.note Mr.□ n the same
Id) used to see Aimu fireswas young

in an Ithembo
Hofires arehis home.

□Id village.live in the sametocontinues

IM.finally Hr.A nd
these quartersAt

The lights could becould be seen.and firesligh ts
fire couldtationaryeither s

They could be eithernys to riously.appear
the spiritsorfrom the
ofthey willed, any sortasto assume,knownwe re

and wherever they wanted to showwhenevervisible forms
good or evil.beings for any reason,to humanthemselves

says:
(spirits’ quarters) and elsewhere.

almost every
But nowadays those

spirits

or woman.

A light or a

1 5 B.H.K

young or old.

near an Ithembo,

or mobile.

67 years o

spirits themselves, as

reports that when he was young they used to

is now

1 2 Hr. D.N • M

shrine near

he, was either slapped or stoned or

no longer seen.

and falling down from the then

and disappear
the

(he

day at around 2 a.m.

see firebrands rising up
Africa Inland Mission (A.I.M),
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fires seemed bo consumeThe

had seen at night.

clearest proof that Aimu exist is by AjjnuTo the Akamba thsIII.
during Ki 1 urni dance (the

Some

and Kyesu,lue r e

the possessing A imu could be identified
and Hbovo Aimu during which theNqai Aimu

that was thatching theirthe grasspossessed used to remove

to make firehuts
cold • ) The
extraordinary things,

(a) Some

Some
says Mr.

hands withoutbare

on

• because ^they were very

therefore behave differently and do

would not find any effects of the
14

commonest)

possessed

possessions tliat take place

of these other dances during which

neighbour i 

She is now

cold’! (Mbeuo means

as Kyesu Aimu»

fire one

as can be seen below.

flbovoi, Hwambe, Museleku,

the vegetation but on the

and other dances.

among o the rs.
dancers got possessed

Some of

ngssessed persons are insensitive to burns.

hold red-hot charcoal in
of the
of the possessed persons 

their getting burnt, 
 ogveral occasions soen possessed persons

I n3 ® u I *
hold red-hot charcoal, makaa, without getting burnt.

And some of those who wero doing it are still aliue
tLay. Mtuongoli wife of Kinyili used to get

° J.,,-: nr. the flwarnbe dance and then hold red-hot
possessed durx g . , cu tu • j

« 4 n h'^r bare hands. She was then married 
charcoal,
axt door to my neighbour Hr. Kinyili, but has long 

qhn is now married to another man in 
been divorced.

1 5 
Yat ta.

following day one
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Mr. D.NoM.

makaa. in their bareholding red-hot charcoal,

Syuki (deceasdd).

I have on

into the fire

Mr.My uncle,
When so possessed my uncle

during the

ujould
kianqo,

there

there againdance
18it happen very many times!I have seendouun.co me

M.NUl.
But

things (see

(b)
According to

Some

Mr. F.M.M.

offered solutions

kilumi da nee•

burning fire (hearth) and dance

says:
Z.M. (deceased) used to get possessed

sa ys :
several occasions

of the poss
the posse

for the

uiithout getting burnt.

16

unpleasant ones.

seen him do many other strange

persons
hands, but also others licking red-hot iron impliments 

One such person uias Mr. Makau

sa ys:
several occasions seen not only the possessed

act as seers/prophets

his wife Mrs.
admitted having

Some possessed^or^
gssed persons prophesy.

ssed at times foretold events and also

jump into the
for a while, than ascend to the roof, 

floating in the air, and later

denied having seen it happen.

I have on

Mrs. T.M.M.

Lastly Mrs. B.M.K.

seen possessed persons jump
1 7but without getting burned.

although she
below) •
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rcnoiunod Mukamba medicine man namedM r • F.M.M.
Iluvya used to aduiso tho Worrior Akamba on the auspicious
days for attacking the Hasai and raid their cattle. He also

foreu/arned the Akamba of the Masai invasions. One interesting

thing about Iluvya

If the Masai

foreiuarnsd them against the Akamba raids.

her late husband used to tellM.N.M,

to findthem u/here

One

Itbut after aour place,

time and then it disappeared.for someus

We
husband’s Aimu came back toBut when my

to find the lost cow. He told ushim,

cowout •It could not coma
calf of 3 particular colour, andhad given

cow

good health.
He went and foundtheto go

exactly as my

stayed with
looked for it every

According to Mrs.
lost itoms and how to do things to avert

knowledge.

told them the most auspicious days for raiding the Akamba.

a nd b ri ng 
husband had said.

an impending danger.

day some people

few days the

narrated how a

cow came back.

birth to a
and its calf were still alive and in

a gully and got trapped there.

came and bought a cow from

told us where

camo to him for consultation, he also

whore and after two months or so

cattle, and even

the cow

ujQ despaired.

was that he was not stingy with his

that both the
His ctep-brother was therefore commissioned 

animals home.

he

had strayed into

He also told us that the
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family dispute

My

husband showed them where it should be, including the

the gato should be, but they objectedexact spot where

to it and prepared tho shed elsewhere.

the m, s VI

And it happened.will have

So they

reverted to where riiy husband had shown them.

nob all propheciese xpla i ns,MJl.M.But as Mrs. come

predictions do not happen as stated.of theSometrue •

solutions offered b^' the possessed seersof the

calami tie s *do not avert the

and □

Kala

But the opposite

That year it rained very heavily and people

She was therefore declared a

(f\ l<a m ba

the y

falee prophet

Coun’-i-l of*

plant only

hap po ne d. 

had alot of

had not planted.

an<J excommunicated by the king \ole 

cldc re ) .

rain in a particular year, 

sorghum and cowpeas.

(if you r!o not do that a 

died by tomorrow morning).

big number of coiuskitumi*'

On another occasion there was a

new cattle shed should be prepared.

And some

One seer

would not be any

except in the seer’s home where

(deceased) prophecied that there

and advised people to

worn found dead.
21

"Mwalea kwika uu kuikya nive kukwa ng’ombe

In the morning six huge couis

as to where a

So ho told

medicine woman, called Mrs. Muthikwa
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Somo fc i ms

Another medicine woman namedc r o p o •

Syonguma

inorm

The luorms ate everything,but toThat uias done,

faminesevereUsShering in

to either KituiWeUkambani•

strange desires and unusualhavepossessed personji(c) Some

kilumi dance he saw aMr.
possessed woman

procure d•not rest until it was
left her.that is, the Aim u

24B.M.K.Mrs.
soMr.
This

been passed to the
M . N • M .Mrs .

bofore from their mother-in-lavu.s torysamehad also heard the

describe the mysterious powertocontinuesB.M.K.Mrs . wife used to leave him sleepingHis
to the

tart milking.swas to their hom®

Z .M . , used to grow 
the bed.

outsiders by hot undo's 

confirmed it. Her daughter-in-law

ritually bury the

relates how during a 

who mantod to drink dog's

She drank it and recovered,

in that part oP

no avail.

started to oat the

(deceased) advised the elders to sacrifice and 

(kuthika or kutonya kiinyu).

a very
or Kikuyu to

later army worms invaded our area and

blood, and she would

wife, Mrs.

that her‘uncle possessed.

(in the morning) and go 

and

only gate/entrance that thero

V/hen contacted,

reports

big at night that he almost displaced 
information is supposed to have

25his wife from

abilities.

used to go 
-1 22 look for food.

that, when possessed, her uncle
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she luoLJ.Icl labor see him coming back from

V/hsn contacted,

story before

that horr G .

almost

ujith Munyiva ujas

people,

Mrs. Mbesainformant.

Kaleli
Kaleli used to eat stones!!

possessed •

(d)
KalaKavutaMr.

much food.toostarted eating
and feed him, becauseto cometheKala drewHr •

and appealing for help.

Everyone luho

ikii *orporridge ,
kyanqati kyanga ti

kitethi kya

ninquawa ni
moans

man
later becanio a

continue his cry -

(Kyangati kyangati I

confirmed it.

from their mother-in-lau.

ujhol^ village

He u?as crying 

responded ujith food, especially 

u/ould siuallouj a_ gourdful of porridge,

he ujas very hungry.

heard his cry

He

q^ata.lot of food

surprised people when he

26

.ni uwe) •

us u u.

nzaa-i,
Kyangati moans hunger pangs).

and stopped eating excessive food.

a medicine man (kumiua

ujho was a

Out to her surprise 

knowing u/here ho had passed.

Hor daughters-in-lau had also heard

came true.

Some pjosse^sG^

(doceased)

According to Hrs.

the same

B.H.K. says

And u/hen possessed she used to prophesy, and

But the strange thing

Hrs. H.N.H

Hr. Kala

Ho ujas being

(de ceased)

And whan possessod, Hrs.

tho fields, not

get possessed.

all her prophecies

that, when so possessed she never recognized

childrc n•

am dying of hungnro

medicine

called (by aijau) to

not even her own

elder sister, Hunyiva, used to

And lastly, according to ths same 

medicine woman, used to get
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tho rGGpond(3nbs got divided
jini and Aimu

arose•

flaJini can

Aimu act ontube mas

attack those who go
Dut the other group
bo 38nt, although Aimu arc

Ila Jini •

email psreontage, about 7.3^0a vuryIt was
bo sont to harm somabody.

Ths rest

and that it is

family*

TO ATTACKaimu pan DC SENT
ofsomeare

sond Aimu to attackme di ci nc
be sent.

The Aimu that are sent
Mrs.

another person,
kiika/muviti AimuTho

who die away from their
are spirits

onkeophomes. Those

muviti spirits and send them
these

mad.then

that said that Ai^^l can 
said that Aimu 

the MaJini

spirits.

and can get 

to another person, u’ho

ne vertheless,

actually

attack when disturbed by the humans, 
that aro, and can bo sent to attack

says

or
ujifelces persons

ujandering about aimlessly in
s pi rits

the woods and wasl® 
wandering

becomes

can b(3

or a

or his agent,

Aimu can

a person(s)

are called kiiK^
□f dead

man can
07 M.M.n.' .

sent to attack somebody,

too close
maintained that both MaJini and Aimu can 

not as powerful and as harmful as

According to one group
to attack another parson, mho may bo either 

their own volition and or
near or far,

SOME PODY

the respondents who said that

to their quarters, the shrines.

be sent by a medicine man

A medicine man has tho power

V/hon asked whether Aimu 

and if so by whom (Qn. and 7), 

into two groups, and a difference between ma

The following
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known and practised by ujoman only*

to a shrine andA woman mixes all
of the person she wantsname

to harm.
and attack so and Thisso •kwathiisya.directs them,

( to sacrifice so andkuthomba nqanya,process
After that thesaid to beso) and it is

which must include madness,sick.becomessacrificed•’person
done about it very soon.if nothing isand may,die

Love Aimu can be sent by aAccording to Mr.
is wooing. tomedicine

sister was sent A jmu byHishim . own

(deceased) to persuade her to
her lovf3r.

But when

sustaining their love ended. their

Attemptsbeauti ful•
that need not be published.for roasonsfruitless

CANMA3INI

K.M.,of a Mr.
consulted a medicine man they wore

in that homo.
staying in their home was thethat wastold that the pigf^on

it had been sent. They werebe causedeaths,
kill it and burn it under kerosene.totherefore advised

persuade her to love
Mr. Mbithi Uuio

They later got married.

shrines), which he said is
typos of food and goes

the Aimu powers,
lovo also ended, and ho hated her, though she u,as very 

to contact Mrs. Mbithi for comment were

accept him in marriage.
which were

offers it there, mentioning the
the Aimu from all tho shrine and

man or girl that one

very effective.

to go

his agent to a

narrated how a
became the cause • of two deaths

Cause of the

OQ
D. N. r-1. '■"

She summons all

talked of Uoi wa mathembo (witchcraft of theMr.

SENT TO attack SOf-lE BOD Y

Pirrated liow a pigeon that visited and stayed 
Mr. M • K.

is known as

with the family
When they
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confirmod that tiuo of his
aged three months)children (one in s

tha tbu t de niedtheir home,tocamodied u/hen
fromcameto kill itthe order

said that it wasHemedicine man*any
for the death of hisrncponsitalebird vanlearning that the

children*

the wife conceivedmonth old baby diedthree-theAfter
i tsWhile the baby u/asbirth•again and gave

call oftheand vjsnt out to ansii'ornighto nemother ujoke up
A sclocir and it wasveryThenature•

whichhoard areli'^ving
find you there’)• tookSheva^^! ”said,

of ho rh o u s ohusband from tho co~theheals,to her
rescue*to herto comewife

The
cameHe

foot prints at the
f olloujing

So
voicethe

oftold them that the powe rwhodiviners,tho y still operating.onohadthat theythe bird without firsttheir own,bird ontheTho y
man.

consul ting a

morning they
had boonspot where

went to the

could not see any 
heard the previous night.

When contacted Mr.
tandard two and tho other

sky was
herself she

" M-i nowithie
calling

had killf^f^^
me di ci no

still nursing.

(Let me

K.M?'

out immediately but nothing

she uias

was the

a full moon.

was soon.

voice behind her,

that pigeon

and burn it under keroseno

his own initiative after



- 69

from Voi who advised himmodicino manK.M.Mr •
ofto collofet all types

of clothing, and then deposit them inwith coins and pieces

that whoever picks up anyso
Hetha tof them removes

K.M . ’sthat thoAfterdid that.
solution and chanting somesomeland

sof tly aswords
into the groundmagical substance

After that homa ,1 i ni .beonerny attacks,
That wastreated

day (1937) there has not been
done in

any problem•

ila.iini (pigeon) to'them and
asked who

whose name

from the diviners and
Thisho gave «

the past beenaMr .modici ne mo n.
land.their□ ver

not only to evictpla coK.M. ’sto Mr.
decided to whole family so that he couldkill thebut to

Itnot contacted for comment.
K.M • sBut Mr.
that thatwas

cleansed the home, 
March 1934, and to this

they witcficraft or 
tho members and left.

them from there
land.

uncle wae
would not be

s p ri nkli ng

suggested

had sent the 
mentioned his uncle.

protective
Then he planted

re ve la ti o n
nd his uncle have in

So the uncle had

own the whole

he wont.

a wiso thing to do.

to ward off any future
a protective

why, Mr.

a traditional highway, isyujig.? 

problem (Majini) from their home, 

medicine man went around Mr.

K.M.

i nhorited
quarrelli ng

send Ma.iin_i.

VJ hen

K.M. immddia tely
had come

brought a

cereals and foodstuffsj mix them
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basGcJ at Hachakos,m3 di ci nsTanzanian ma naHr.
confirmednot able to get,researcher u/a 3theo the r namesUjhOSG

and does send them to goHaiini, and that hn can

Hethem to do»hs tellsand do u/hatovor

with enough monayclients had not comeof his
permission the Ha .ji ni we reman’st hewith5 o,for treatment.

home •and bring more money
laps .L'la 3to nV; i t h i n

paid his medicine man
He

divines using his Ha Ji ni and thatsaid that heSimonHr.
togos sL'henever any onedo nothing.them he canwithout

ths

few minutosAfter amat.

Simon, the medicineHr.knoclod at.
thehearso ne

The door isin.to come’ them’tellsman.
but does notroom,• people’offootstepshears

greet thothe Ha jini,’people’,in-comingTheone •
their seats infront of them.they takeas

inpatio nt
when he went there

Hr.

divinaitio'^*for

Jini (had aThe male

the yasleadingwas
man! )are you young(How

|< i .ja na

3ini (feminine voice) said,the femalethat

And he replied

bothto

After

muiananflu” !

reports

dispatched to go 
minutes the money 

and went home.

”Habari

” !

52 
□imon ,

the greetings.

’’ Habari

from the man’s

to sit down on a

when he came

see any

led into ‘a very dark room.

deep masculine voice), uthich

opened and one

entering tho

that he ovuns
cited a case where one

(How are you my child'.).

placed on the man’s

him with a probl';m, 

sanctuary, and made

door being

one is

entered tho room, asked him

Kiswahili,

N.3.H.
how he was greeted,
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that he wasAP trjr
and immodiatnlyHato

me re •
the divination

tho Ha .iini soomedOut to hiG surprisetoHe began
famiiy back atthingsmany

scared.be camethat heKitui,
he hadmhe retold him was Simon,introducedmhoHo JJi.It mas Hr.

the three occasions
a ndmedicine man,the

ho went there.

that Hr*

the
bring left at Hr.N.J.H’s

i to m
11 mas

Theasico d

ca r r i e d
resea rche r

be tmoon
tho

ujont there.
three

Simons•of Hr.colleaguea

voices cannot gotlearnt
It mas

master.
unloss

into a tape f Simon saidHr.
To

boon cominghave
save ra1tha t but latrar discoveredtheir pockets

hiddenco rde rstape-re into the tape,had not gottenV o i co s
that tho The Europeans mould

had
ownhear only

though they
t ho i r

morked boforo
this researcher to Hr.

Among other 
coming to Hachakos.

place , and the I
also

emphaoi-c

occasions

i toms 
docidod that an

Ha jiui.

that point,
to him mith small

the Ha.Iini mere

corivHrsocJ a

that pnrmission-

He vjas

But on tho

lot mith -them.

that of tho medicine man.

to know so

accompanied him on

to pay fifteen

After learning 
from olsomherc,

that [1a.iini Ls

the medicine man, grants

voico3, and maybe

Simon's Ma.iini could talk and 

researcher decided to try them.

(nemspapcr) be 

to go and bring it-.

a tape-recorder mith him to record

I himself and the H_P.j.ini.
always out mith

start the business.
asked what his problems

conversation
he

K e n ya s h i 11 i n g s
started.

Europeans
in

however 9
their

asked, by the Ha
did.

tell them.
about him and his own

things that they
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also learnt tluit fir*11 luas
a

ths sam'J
occasions that this ressarohsr^roatmont•  o,

out with this woman treatingvisited them,
p(2ople •

resaarcher had an opportunity oftheIntorostingly,
On hisdark room,

1 905, ths researcherlast visit to
to theconcluctoclwas

rosearchorthe
and then drop it somewhero where he

tena
not verytold •

A mat wasalamp was
a ndfloor,thespread on

thoro wereroomthe sittingI n
both written in Arabic andwe reThey

translated into
follows:read asfirst oneThe
Koran and his own lifestyle toleft usMuhammad

follow.
said sThe second

andbe worshipped,toisAlah alone
His prophet.isMuhammed

two different sayings
I

that place, 
sanctuary by the

ths wall.
english.

he had any, spit
He produced

on - three

medicine man’s

was asked to produce

on it

very low flame.

hung on

a lantern

imon is an adopted son of

medicine man himself.

was shown.

Mkamba woman also uses

the ma .ji ni were

ccant coin and did as he was

i . o 21 G t  u no ,
the sanctuary.

The room was 
burning, though with 

alot of paraphernalia were seen.

dark that time because.

seeing the

'.j'hile inside.

Hukamba woman working at flachak.os town, and that that

ma .lini for divination and for

a coin, if



73 -

that Mr< vuas

to
This revelationthe ujhole land.QU/n

las t resort.Luas
beating themwascalled in tomas

mho revealed that the animalsKajimeIt mas also Mr.up.
compound, mere actually Ma Ji ni,□ . M . N ’ sin Mr.that appeared

The animalsand kill that family.to go5.M.N.sent by Mr.
goat with two kids.cock and finally amo re

bo asked at this stage, andwhich mayAnother question

thecove rtowhich seems
traditional beliefs may

and theirA imu,
mereToactivities?” •

re ceivGd :

1 . ■ Tho
to Mr.A cco rdi ng

land
Muoki startedthe quarrel Mr.

boundary. A t the sameHe
to swoilftime his

Qt last died.

It has already boon
sent fla.iini by his younger brother□ . f 1 . H . ,

evict him from thoir inherited

Ak?»^ba believe

I.N

hohaving funny* 

stomach began

M. S .

mould bo, "VJhat other 

fear of spirits,

the following ansmers

as a

in
54 

f

after they quarrelled over a

objective of the remaining questions 
be behind the

mentioned (see case study - two)

ho (Mr. 3.M.N) could 

givon to them by Hr. Kajiwo when ho, 

come and roniovo whatever

Was bornitehod by Mr.

Afem days after 

started eating his own foaces.

and it became so big that ho

a dog, a

ajid fear witchcraft, Uoi.
Mr. Josiah Muoki (dccoased)

land, so thatMr. S.M.N,

beliefs in and the
that question
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.(jointly

had ujritton a letter.for uihom he

f l J-1.Mr.VJhe n contacted,

And it has not yet been established

It could bewas

things in the
felt Qhe

of his wife.prose nee

to te11•no IBSpast is
to a moQting•He ujas goinghurry.

minutes that he talked. ho revoalodfeu;

tfiat in 1 968 he
of sickness.becauseCollegeTeache rs’

It was during that timetraining.theback

when he was
certain neighbouring woman

hename
A nda ndnt to her pla ce

Aftor that that woman did notheafter sometime
for long-stay there

away price
to the police convinced peoplethef a i 1 u r e This,researcher was

that she
where

shown the

But during tfie
had to break bis H2 training at Kangumo

But in 1972 he went

exact pl3ce

(whoso

in a

about that incident.
not willing to talk about it.

and went away-

beatings

that he had been

disclosed).
boat her up very thoroughly.

exactly why he 
mbarrassod to talk about those 

Admitting that
Or it may be because he was

ho wo

of the college that it was rumoured

—
was quite reluctant to talk

to report 
had actually

a primary school teacher, was

one has been mad in the

35According to Miss J.K.K. and Mr. M . I< .

no good

bewitched him.
that woman’s home used to be.

and completod
sick and out 

bowitched by a
So out oP anger and desparation.

interviewed), one Mr. M.fl-,
bewitched by a woman

re cove re d.
sold off their land at a throw-The y
Her immediate departure and
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Qfrecbivannss oF magic.bnlinVG in theThe Akamba2.
A JinxKi bhanqonafl hanclio/l<Livandiiya(a)

A mbandio is

his agent placss
It is intended to causeluants to harm*he
just general confusion inor

death,
treated object may also be

tha t home •

A smallharmful.

render the foot

to Mr.According
sujollen and so pain­stub.maize

taken tohad to bethat sheful
dmitted andfor treatment.

home and look forthe nShe wasmonths.
she wasbe causehealers ,traditional

leg was
her

It is a(magicworked upon

is atownI n
Mai nacalled Mr. mbandio

hehowresearcher
hadwhichtown,at Machakos

years•than sevenmore

almost
leg got

person*
believed

fir, flaingi narrated to this 

from somebody’s house,

there

33 
o

that

ally) by

The foot became

Kenyatta National Hospital

timo she
after consulting traditional

stayed there for six

removed a

to contact her

stub which pierced her had been

, Mrs. Muendo was pierced on the

medicine man or

foot by a

She was a 

discharged to go 

not getting any bettor,

riedicine man from Kitui

object can

for comment were fruitless.

.z ^7 
M. I< •

or plants

By the
loft the hospital, the whole

defeated other medicine mon for

of the person
sickness, disagreement 

But any magically
scratch from such a magically treated 

which hits it disabled.

fotieh, which ausually a
in the house, homestead or farm

but only worse*
disabled-

healed •
But

Today she walks like any other

Machakos
Maingi

heale rs ,
Attempts

the maize
medicine man or his agent.
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brick-built houss.of athird roujin thembandiP wasThs
to place alongfrom placethe abilityand it had

it hadThat is whythe wall.
it without causing anyre movedMaingiBut Mr.

wall •

torch at night, andusing a
first thing hethecalled,So ,during the mbandio

tell thetodid was Hetold where
(Theywa s • And becauseto discoveruja nte d medicine onto it.sometorch,out histookhenight,

lie moved theon.the nand until itdirection tofrom onewa y 9
it startedAnd when it did.objectt he

theaHeflickering• the mbandio was.ujhe relighttheujhe re
medicine men hadbe cause

They bu tplace;samei tde tected it.tried to removeback Bhsnsvercomsthen

N . J . MMr. the
adds 9

and lightsownits
torch goss

anHe

man» farm.from aatoupon

there fore
flickered was

all said yes, 
at the

present
mbandio is too powerful,

the dayc

previousplace

anybody

it was)o

again when moved

switched it

s ys tematic

who was
•If the

applied

QIsewhe re•

torch light in a

was •
nnounced to everybody that

i t was a t

taking pl^^®
off on

related
is actually his

Mr. Maingi divxnes 
when ho was 

to show him where

reached where

neighbour’s

a mirror

the same

the other,

when this operation was

owners not

incidsnt in Kitui where
own cousin, was called

it used to move away and

had already been
it on his own-

who
m b a n d i .o_

me di ci ne
remove

to move
defeated other medicine men.

damage to the



- 77

torch going off on itsfclio ownN.3.M witnessed

andtho tnbandio was.light roachod whero
when moved away*lighting again.

Mr. Maingi hogan to arrangethe mbandio,After
to Gvoryono’s disappointment,it when,his

announced thathe

that thejuncture
A ndThat is

first detected*since

telling them not tocalmed them down,
Hestill undfer control*be cause

the n

thefrom
it had been placedbeer

tea (^n case it had been planted by

subdued

to everyone•s
removed the mbandio,ho

satisfaction
and covered withstrings,

horn of a 9°®

wax*

He pullod 

wall to an open place,

the object tied moved away, 

broken-hearted old mother cried:

dig with, 
ge t out of

and then away 
immediately poured

man) and also

spotting

and wonder, 
t, tied with seven

that is why it has
it was

that place.

magical powers.

around it (j-n case

11 was at that

But Mr. Maingi
the situation was 
again, and immediately trapped it using his 

it from the wall into the ground

true my son.

a rusted

who neve r its

a woman)*

It always does that.

where he

boon defeating all medicine men

And sure enough,

Thf? ro , Mr .

it, ho then asked for something to 
village gathered to see what he would

1970, when

there by a

(equipment to remove

Having

All the

worry

1ocated it
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M r s.VJhen contacted,

ufhos^
subsquant

living by the

treatment by Mr
Shecorre ct.

from theirmbandio
mirror to detectthetho day time, so

She alsothe object luas •whe re
had returned

L.K. ujasMrs .

Previously herto her home.
u/ho had been aHer husband.attending-

hasfend for the family.to
helpless

drinking.
nou/ unlike before.and the children.her
family

(h)

useTlie Akarnha

thievesfromtheir property
having sexualwive s

brother and others
F-1 r s -me n - from awhen they

(muu nda,pro te c te d

more ,
and were very hungry,

from ahorn®

of them to go and digthey
farm on to eat-the groupcassavas

got trapped
farm

had not 
back,

glad that at last peace 
children had refused school,

The men, 
hunting

related how her own
toal cassava

husband and children were
tho mbandio and the

magic, to protect not only

s toppsf=^
but also loves

removal of
Maingi, confirmed that the above story is 

added that Hr- Haingi also removed another 
cultivatod land. This time it was during

up some

tried v o s

numbs ring
e xpe dition 
killf^^ anything.

sent one

up to four or

On seeing a cassava

were returning

this o ne .

tliey were

drunkard, l=3aving htir

Hn not only helps in supporting the

medicine man used a

Hjitnessed the removal of

but novj

a middle-aged woman,

because they

their way

for

mbi ngO-,

, hut also to prevent their
intercourse with other

from

M . VJ. K .

uhfaithf ul

restored to good and decent
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He could notfirs t cassava,

his vjay back.no t evensee anything,
and asked:his colleagues

kau kuu nikuie ?Ku kujg nyu

Has

lias happened here?

guessed what had happened and they toldo t he r me nThe

thehim to cove r

sight returned to him.s rioughsure

tfiey went home.and

of protection is On 5th JulyThe other type
published the

1985 and

back, and got stuck to each otherbehind her
be cause

A ccordi ngwith other men.against any
the pressto

Kenyatta

de c ide d

cords officer4:^r .MMr.
that he

brought to the 
discharged

neighbours
to call

had tried in 
the police.

place again and rejoin them.
Ho went and joined them

nikutie, 
come/happensd there because something

still clinging together”.

at the Kenyatta National

anythi ng

story of

sexual intercourse
report, the police rushed the couple to 

Na tional Hospital
vain, to pull 'them apart before they

the woman’s

to dig,

had heard that the two people wore

there was a total black out.

He did, and

a man and a

So he called out to

a re

but as soon as he saw the

and later

sexual.
42 the local pressSth July 1983, 

married woman, who had an affair

The man went and hogan

department of the hospital, treated

husband’s

husband had secretly protected his wife

Hospital, said
ca s ua 11 y
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but advisod this researcher to contactHe did not elaborate,

hospital authorities for further information.the

Provincial Gyna^ecologist, based at MachakosH.Dr. a

incident but also met some

But the most interesting thing

in charge of that section. did not

said theof thesehave tlie names

doctor.

a tco nta c te d , aWho n
who requested anonymity, at firstcasualty departmentthe

had said,othersu/hat the

Bub u/hen the researcherthe people!.□f it but not seen
the neujspapor cuttingwiththe afternoon.

She

looked at the
letter ofwant to

authorization
And because theback.and come

was□ ire ctor
morele t te r , no

to have not only establishedseemsthe pressBut
in

of the hospital authoritiesfrom some

werethat ths couple

We 
immediately available to give the required 

could be received.

repeated

returned in

44 
9

General Hospital, confirmed that he not only heard of the
workers (cleaners), who had

actually seen
"still clinging together".

Nursing Bfficor
patients in her records.

the couples, presence 

received conf

45 
long-serving Nursing Bfficer

"If you

a bit more cooperative .

the woman at the casualty section.

actually treated there.

the man and

straight on ths face and said.

report

the hospital wards, but also to have

that is, she had heard

interview us go and get a
Director of Kenyatta National Hospital

is that the

from the
will toll you more."

referred above, 
researcher

she became

not
information
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hospital toldA

the unfortunato couple

treatment in tho hospital. By yesterdaygoing

had not r?stahli3had uHiat method mas used toevening it

undergoing•

Tl’^e source

unfai thful

told him of tho particular ward
V/he n

had been hospitalized, he promised tothewhere

He could not bede tails

of magic)
Kale VQ (c)

Akamba also

But the

to bo broader in meaning than theseems

hoor
like

to just

povude re d 

administ^ ’̂^^

Contacted for comment', the hospital administrator 

had no knomlodge of the mysterious incident.

re lease s 

thing(s)

Kikaniba 

English ’spell’. 

substance

Hze vu

(miiti mu thio) > mhich tho bewitcher/

into the air in tho direction of tho

intends to harm^

believed to have gone

a witchdoctor, mho had helped him catch his 

red-handed, had not yet returned.

"The

carc-ios with it the idea of a

3 tandard" were still under­

couple

give detaxis after investigating.

traced thereafter.

wo 11-planted source at tho

said tho woman’s husband who was

believe in the power of another typo

"The

to stupefy, or

separate ths coupio or what treatment the two were

It is a spoil, nzevu.

in tho case of wild animals.

to his Ukambani home to consult

of magic

word nzevu.

ps rs o n ( s )

disp®^®®

claimed he

Standard"

The

called Kalgino
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it should do*

pou/er

long time

that uj hero as nzsvu could bo
Tho

to harm others,

luathi) of different dancing groupssya

The ono ujhose kalevo

lua s

traditional dance competitions. A

luas

the

Same of
is a

kalovg.Hutove

Kalevo)

I

during

Akamba dance during which kaleve
good
used much was

dance leader
the kalevq-^

(Muteve

and otiior related activities*

enabling their

inoap o n

G xampl’-

dance compe titions

could for example detain dancers

, forcing them to miss a dance competition, and 

opponents to have an easy walk-over.

used with evil 

always used as

which different people, and in particular

therefore an

on tho way for a very

of Iveti Location, Machakos was a famous 
ya wathi yai mbai) in the l940’s.

used were Muteo kaleve (Trap kaleve), 
I

plant) and Hzuki kaleve (Bees

As he releases the powder he directs it (kui^hiisya) to what 
Kaleve was mostly used during traditional

Kale ve

a sportkaleve was 
or a game, through 
leaders (Ngumii.

demonstrated their prowess.
congratulated most and applauded by the 

accepted offensive

(Ituto )

strongest was

Kaleve was

other difference was 

intentions, that is,

a form of entertainment,

of an
Mbeni dance.

public.
for use

Mr. 3*1
(Ngumii

he
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Ho re la s : (Lit.plantaWg
into ths
they maythat way

fall to the ground
an

remain
• Ryto release them.comes

UjhO 19A2 and detained for a
and I wero

thattrapa

V/G

him I<sh3

and hegoat

used toofisMuteve^
of andanCG rs

The administrant,cause
foaming

his

kale VQ. nave
/a

uul
woothaV-Ua

ikia kumasya ivuyu>n nthi na

nimokilye;
ami i. wa

mtivak^ matonya kukw^a,
kiasa.kUuniiy.

nundy.

trap on the way

that when dancers pass

and be unable
would therefore 

that trap

A_ndiJ_a^
ni ub-Q

used to set up
ground)
be caught

unseen power.
to move

would kiuathii;23S.
nyjonza- na muonz^

mekalg.

the
and kicking 

corked bamboo

another type
opposing

if in fits.
that contained the

i/au nthi.

kijiai*
mevaiuk^

kikuniko.

kikuniko kyu

were being

.12, t.s the price of a

whole

fir. Nzyoka Kyambo.

In the end we paid

They would all 

forward or backward.

a stick

kalcvo which was
team to fall down and begin

about as
container

(Lit. direct) as follows:

freed us.

caught in
had boon set up by one 

brought food there.

They
had set up

eithor
thero until the person

vu
■unthi ambisuve

mate okilye _no

so

and detained there by

group
week by

Ont ho
nami-l^n i m_Q
ninau.m

holding
powde r

e i t u 
nlnamaiaJ^

Mnimila
: nqyumya
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at<o bluna esi kyama ?ciu noubnnya kukilyaA bo o

a i ni fiiako

noo bya ba mikandaktt<i 3uv»na(lamina rv.i

ili kana mbui.

(1 inar^iabinaa aau mavalukibokuya Yabba<I molo,

nqi vjo ba , maki bi ka ,fca nyu/a , nakila mundu kavaso,^ na

indi makyukila«Na

there areD vs r

haveI
the n IJ-.iviobocI thia vjay ;ha vaIt is they I

tuiisb the lid.
their livestake nnowhaveI

lid and replacing it ’uith another onethererno vi ng

ijjould fall dovjn and remain thereThose people

moubhe until their leader pleadst h o i. rfrothing 1 n

if they remainhe causethem up,rais’.^toluibh rne
boo longforthe re

loader known.if tlieirDub
hat they continuo dancing.sodancers up,(1 i s

•'d with and given what I demanded,A f ter
T would go with my smallgoat,d r urn s1 i ko
I bought at Tmole, i n

fetish
fallen people with it,

IYattaa

theiro n
and rise*

The?y

bliey may easily die.

being pleas?

( I announce ):

struck them down.

would aUBU-.or

seven young woman and sovan young men.

b'J-’o

(dimunitlvv,) p.hACli 

would touch the

chost, mouth, and then call thorn.

or a

neokaa na kathitu Icakwa nathooeto

kunonfiwa kila

makaender^a na kwina wathi.

that trick, he may raise
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illustration*this
and I woro invitod by tho

I n

in Konya*British Officers

ferry ns*sent to

tlioughinvitod•alsouie mBthor dancers
(probably by my

• killing *of
friond Mr*

to do it inthey askod mebo causethem,’ resurrecting’
d ,i 3 ta n co ,

Sc,their presence*
Immedia holy

choseiij h o m I” c
raise

uh:: re
OnThe ncould not*Out theythem up* dancers fled, leaving allthe other

such a

the

of kalove called
There

used uihon one wantsIS
(bees

the
to disperse and the handlehand,

contained his
theothertheof

follows:
kuathi j-sya

kithui

N i na u t um_a

uja

nili n

nzuhini

seeing

food behind*

vjith one

administrant would

(^unqamiA 

ilite•

is yet 

kale vsj•

Holding

told of my powers 

people and then

This one

bamboo container that

dance rs, 
government doctors

feat,

another typo

onthe mevalaanw*a

q^nak-ajj.

r^jmisyc J<i!ig.i, ^wgi^Lg.

from a

togothor, Lo Fall 

diapatchod to go and try to 

I raised them*

dancing group 

to flairobi, to go and porform

A government lorry was

kaiSJlS.
hand,

then colonial government

It appeared as

(Lit.direct) as 

nthwa

Oyu

bee n

48 
D*N.M.

Kiii-3-
•o .M:ntlii ula ujjjia-Jiaail^ 

kivoko kila

Ms gave

for the

I caused some of my

they had already

a whip in

1942, my

f'Jzuki kaleV-g.
dancers *

kii

ma thi ) •

mg yaumawa*
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nnnQxkuna kithalui
Neo kaaManyaiika

’Thii ! ’

I collected you

from ujas
the dance

sent youI have
loaders ) •

ujith so
unbound

sound with it*□

those

bees.

stung*

After they click on

Go Ibo go
be ckon

rny
boos

Go back

Ki umo. bolioved in and fearedCurse, which is
highly educated.Curse or

this :s

X of MachakosfromMr. He■hadThere
awaswhoDistrict,

educa
are

finge rs,
! and the

location
school teacher.

whizzing

would be dispersed by

kutwila tnabji

Ma nzuki iinyaiika_.

spit

» Syokai!’

the air» a^d with a ■ 

th"* bees bo go back.
49 would disappear.

on my

very highly
were, and still

1

today.

I used to

is another
Akainba, vuhatbar

illustrate
Mr. T.W.’s

and daughters, who

/• P if whereThis swarm (of be-^Jy 

ge nui ne/true,

to go and disperse

and 30 (name of tho danca

the whip that was

ri. K.
retired primary

children, both sons

very important posts in Kenya

was a

that is

Thon I would quickly 

waist, and make 

i™„3diately those dancers

surprisingly, the spectators were never

most by the
story

ted
holdlng

thing
illiterate

disperse
into
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One day,
for her inroom

But hishe r •
But the oldThey told him to leave

to lead his life as hehim alone
man

He refused to go□ducatod them*afterwished ;
home •

another day,

all his childran.
that woman(jeat up

theirWhentheir father alone.
and cursed themfamily meetingto aall his

because of their

VO hi cle s
□f them owning two or

that they

said :he
ikamumina.noyono ye.o na.

Nitokaa
proud of*, arearewhich youof

which will

to theirwe retheyasday,That same aone

husband did notHerthedied on
A week later1901 .inThat was

told them to leave 
all he had

children were
that woman and go home.

social status
had nearly

who n
and daughters, ganged up and

After accusing 

and the many

ten, with some

re turning

□f his daughters had

he took a woman, 

town, and started living there with 

not happy with that behaviour.

both sons

thoroughly, and ordorod her to leave 

father returned, he summoned

1 no mukj^

spot.

because of their

hired a

The n on

the same ones

them of

who had children who were not his,

their father was not tliere,

more cars).

respective places

car accident, and 

die, but became paraly

Ui I T> 1 A d o

These cars,
finish you*

being proud
they had (it is said

childre n

betiaviour .
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o nGAfter

and bruisos*

same

toobut heca r

t ho□ f to r

their father’s
those accidents*
pardon and blessings*

elders, who wore ujorried bythe sametime.At
also

his children. Flo
his

if ho
uncodemanded an

They
to changehad

compensate for the harm theytoeach,
bull for

Theyhad do no• cleansed and

the cleansing accepted his
his

wo ma nHe

concubi ne as

at theuntil his death

and orderedcahedied ,heBut before
liio ma nthato fcare

thorn to be hal<if^9 still stays in the SarnoShedo i t •
s

Up to this day
hsr .

town whore her

burying her,

□ ve r t ur 11'.:^d and rolled.

they 

husband

apology

a c c i d Gnt, 

third accident, 

(mentioned above) that was causing 

back and ask his

accepted back as 
theiJ^

curse
So they decided to go

lied all his sons 
until sho also dies.

accide nts f

ceromony, 

childron*

step-mother.

□nd of 1903.

re co nsi de r 
nditional

required to pay a

month, another son had yet another 
escaped with minor injuries. Bub 

realized that it was

slaughtered a

minor injuries

his mind.

He escaped with

the sons

of his sons was driving back

were also

stand concerning

from his children,

home when his car

Still in the

him to

given amount of money
did. that, and than 

kuujnukwa * They were 

They tn turn, 

stayed with that

these many

village

approached Hr. H.K. and requested
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Kithitu4.
the effectivsness oftheFinally,

much.oa tha n rolGvant towhich seem(pluralof Ithitu

this

□f revenge by the□ sod as(Oath) isKithitu(a )
f co 1who maythose

After unsuccessfullyrights.
deprived □ r aftor failing todobt or
attempting has stolen his

from aidentify who, and thenfe tish fapersonproperty, a follows:as
strikes such and such,of myme

Whoever
kithit uthisma y

of deaths or grave

orthemisfortu ne s kithitu hasthat thesignsureis a
quickly broughtA medicine

to takebegun mo rebeforefamilythsto cleanse the culpritX n
theBut before

is
costs »with

ho had
land disputes>of settlingaas the Akamba.(b)

isThis

Mysterious
within

a weapon
that they have been unjustly

succossxon
amongst the relatives of

family 
taken/stolen

G tudy.

and fear it vary 

of Kithitu) ,

ceremony begins,

dead) must return uihateuer

the lurong-doer, 

offset.

already

two types or uses

or his

ex d
(Oa th)

Akamba believe in

Oatjl
commonest 0*^^^

cleansing

and sudden

family

There are

it a

ma n xs 

lossGs/deaths occur.

(if he

mo s ns
of kithitu amongKithitu

ths

to recover
group/community 

procures a potent 

thiisye.(Lit.directing) 

sf lo/tooI</dsP^i^°d 

kill him/her.

we a k , a nd b y
denied of fchexr 

his/her
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the parties concernedunlike the prnviouc typo,He re , are

ki uhilu has to takn effect it hasAnd if theujoll known.

members of his immndiatc

fa mi 1 y •

kithitu is regareJodAmong the Akamba,

transcends the visiblewhose powercourt of appeal.
kj. thitu has been struck, theAfter a

back and wait for the final judgement fromlitigants sit
is expected to strike theabove •

wrongdoer, ave nge

person whodeath of the swearsA suddeninnocent.

of his immediate family membersthe kithitu orfalsely on

And a medicinesignsure

immediately to cleanse them beforemust bo broughtma n
A well knowndie .membe rsmany more

follows:
misyi

annihilate families.kithitu

to the powerful and shrewd AkambawarningThis
property, find in particular

not to take

if theybo cause
family and theirclear

taker is usuallyki thitua

family and friends,

if he

true, lest

land, 

vjould mercilessly

The re fore ,

Kithitu nikiininaa

(Oath) does

modern world©

An invisible power

the vjoak, and vindicate the right/

is a
other peop-te. »s 

did and the
(kill) such a

not to swear on

is a

specific person or

that what he was saying was

rein tive s• 
cautioned, both by hi

was not sure
all of them into trouble©

on ttne wrong.that he was

to kill a

as the highest

Kamba saying goes as

kithitu is struck, it

the ki thitu

hH plungs3
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DATA PRESENTATION i rORMAL 3CCTI0FJB.

The above Table (Fig.

that were

but in aput to them,

the column on the left hand sideshown inscaled and are

A ge a ndVariables,

Mastsr Table• By comparingthe

between them.existed

SCALING

possible to scale
The grades awarded ranged fromAimu •belief in spirits,

lowest to 5, the highest level of1, representing the

scale (1-5) was adopted.five-point

construct a five-point scale fromtoIt is possible
but this researcher did not do that.

no

belief in the Aimu,

the five-point scale and notchose
Why the

like asny other.
pot very easyis

the belief column 

(independent variables) it

ress archer

threc-point scale,

to explain.

spirits•

From the answers

each reepondent’s

like Education,of the Master Table.

1) represents all the answers

given by the respondents, for different questions 

comproGGsd form. The answers were

are shown in the rows on

belief, a

seven-point scale or

given by the interviewees, it was 

level (intensity) of

were found to have
that is n - 

of the interviewees

2ero , 

becauon nona

Occupation of the respondents 

right hand side of the same

(dependent variable) with other rows

was discovered that a relationship

a ten-point one.
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decision may not beths rcsoarcher’s

this to say:Selltiz and others

a

decide houi many

unless onebe used,
continuousFree torater isthe

rule For determining the1 i no •
A basic considerationnumber

IS

in the

5 or
this is anotherAgain,

maybe
area

that some elements

But an attempt was
oF

unbiased and
made to mal<s

possible•

high as 5 or 4 wererated asujho were

belieF in what they werestrongshows’^ athose who
saying/reporting*

people• 
researcher had to come in.

used or why some
4 and others as

optimal

scale positions

The parameters

chock any point on a

in one’s

is using a

u/here the

And in judging/ratmg 

subjectivity may have 

the judging

As long as some

high like,let us say

□F interest to some 

Judgement oF the

J it is possible
slipps*J in.

graphic scale on which

answers were rated

one must

To say that it was 
very convincing, yet it is the truth, 
order has been followed, the numbor of positions one puts 

scale does not seem to matter very much. Claire 

(1951/65) have 
rating scale,

low as 1 or 2

or categories are to

as objective as

no simple

In constructing

oF course, xs the degree 
measurement*

The respondents

very

There is
oF positions*

oF diFFerentiation wanted
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either been personally attackedu/ho had

when their friends wereprose ntwe re

In answerattacked•

really exist, and if

during arelated how,

blood•
a

in answer to

Kavutapossessed Hr.

satisfied.

The
to the same

Mr.
a

question

beaten byTwo) being

did not know,
who repliedThose

F.M.M.Mr.we reto them,

becan
asked whether Hereplied

6
to the same questioninA .M.

He uias
also said he

u)hnThosn

2>rate d

’ Satan’that
6

rated 2.

witnessed

rso nalitie s•

& 9

9

(Qns.

stBange things.

5.

Ho was 

related how she witnessed

’Kyangati’, deceased ) ,

, in answer

family (see case study
He was rated 4.

She was rated
related how he

unseen pe

that they
rated 1.

attack somebody, and if

so'by whom (Qns.
Mr.

the same question
Kala (nicknamed 

of porridge without getting 
used to get possessed and do 

her possessed.

a possessed

54

why?"

to attack

woman drink dog’s

to the
56 , whe n

in Christian ideas or sounded 
brought i”

Pastor '“hen asked whether

somebody, and if so who sends them 

sends them. He was

drank hundreds of gourdful

The informant also 

researcher has even seen 

„ 55 B.ri.ri.

"Do you think Aimu

Mr. N.I.

Aimu can be
7), anstuered

answer

rated 1 •

©vasivu wore

gent

sent to
that he did not know.

questions put
Aimu

They were people 
by the Aimu/Majini or

to the question,
so why?" (Qns. 4 & 5), 
Kilumi dance, he witnessed

rated 5. Mrs. M.M.M.

was rated 1•
did not know.
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He was
re plied,

rated 2,

thebeingThree,
ha rdes t

stateme nts

in the thought that AijniJ

Aimu uro
convi

The

them*

In5.

wasHe too,

asked whether he thought 
what areas (Qns. 9 & 10),

between strong believers
Those who made

reply
used to possess

rated 5.

Akamba are 

that is why

’’Aimu

Another pastor, 

that witchcraft works

"Death originated

facts or

when

to the same question,

women during the

59Mr. A.M. , uhen

and if eo in

with Adam and Eve".

He was rated
6l

Hr. Z.M.K*

kiiumi dances", ps

fully dead;

and the weak ones, 

of fact

not (non-commital

„=r, asked whether he 
fir. F.M.M. , 

fPns. 4 said:
existed, and if so w libation is offered,

tlnad poopie,
inced that these people are not

libation is offered to

mid-point

to decide.

u/hether they believed 

rated 5.

was 

without showing

facts) were

said,

riod.
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CnPTMG SYSTEM*

nr study).URRTICAL (AREA^I.

Masal<u
Ms

Ifce bani
• I

Kisau
K

Mbooni
Mbo

l-IDRlZONTA_kII.
□ex1Column

MaleM

FomaleFg =

f\g^
2Column A15 - 25

B- 5526
C- 45-^6
D5546
E7056
F70Above

' Occupation
5 1Column Pastor

2Teacher
Houseiuife/l'armBr.... 3



Educa tionColumn 4

fJo school

Primory seven
Se condary ’ 0 ’

level "9
Diploma/si

The olDip •

Typo of school attendedColumn 5
Mission school 1
Govte/Harambee 2
Govs rnme nt

ReligionColumn 6
1Christian
2Muslim
4Traditional

ansiue rs
Column 7

YesY

NoN

I do not knowX

Qn(s )
the questionnaire.

Ye s/No

Question nunifaQr(s) as they

appear xn
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I ve ti1. Mr
location, Machakos

66 years2.

15/1/85.
intervieu/ed onMachakos T.T.C.3.

22/3/85 and

4. Mr •

on
5. Mr •

on
6. Mr.

and

7. F1r
a

8.

of Government
9. He ujas1945.
9. African he ujent to the

District.thealso in
inchargsba coinsto

1944.

10.

11. 16/10/86Mrs.

12.

13.

ujife on

14.

on

intorviewed on 17/11/86
District Commissioner

N0TC3.
J.I.K. ,

Kusyokuomo

M . ?

Mr.

and his unpu

N.M.K.9 years, 
83 years, 

his home in

Headquarters

BoM.K.,

Mr. N. 0.? 

intervieu^®*^ 

unpublishorf

in Kenya.

intervieiued

Iveti location.

22/5/85, 21/6/85

Death and Here after" 

15/1/85. 

12/1/85

Mr. D.O

School was opened in 

xGUjed on 10/l/05

D.O., interviewed on 

interviewed with hisMr. D.N. 11 •

Mr. B.McK.,

Tutor, IBohokoo Tooohorf Collogo, 
I LI b u ,

»Do a th and HoroaFte.r* .

Mr. H. J. M • ,

Mr. N.M.K.

at Machakos

Norman Larby wa^:* 

school, tlaohakos
After 1945,

of African Education

Eis me ntary 
46, intervi 
67, retirod 

jointly

Totor
21/6/35.
interviewed on

67, interviewed at his home in
□n 17/11/86.

interviewed at his home on

Machakos.
□ years,

. Penwill became
■from 1952 to 1955.

the principal 

from 1938

N.J.M.9

blished paper 
interviewed
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15.

not bo
D.NoM,16.

SQttled

on

Mrs . Iveti location.

on intervieujed
more

19.

at her home
Iveti

20.
on

interviewed

21 . on
in her

these
havQ

their

Mrs22.
on

Mr •23.
on

Mrs. old, interviewed.24. thanM . N oM,25. interviewold,
Mrs26. interview.

27. Mrs .
29. Mr.

jointly
in

presence 
that they

husband at
12/1/05.

18.

100 years old,
19/2/87 in the 

who also confirmed

location on 
contacted for

67, interviewed at his 
on 16/186•

viewed at her home in
17.

in-law• 
interviewed at her home in 

17/12/34 and 20/2/87.

his Kalawani home.

Mr. r»M.M, 
location, Machakos,

Mrs. n.oro than

iveti home, MachaKoo

daughtsrs-in-laiu

Mr • 

location, Machakos, 

60, inter 

14/6/86. 

interviswed with her 

Machakos,

D.N.M,

area, Machakos,
B.M.K.,75, 

their home

about 
interview.

62, interviewed
21/12/34 and on 

comment because
home in Iveti

about
Machakos 

intarviowed at

Machakos on
O.M.K., 75. intsrviewad 

than 100 years 
more

from

Kisau location
I.N. ,

Mrs. M.N.M,

at his home in Kisau 
21/2/87. Mwongeli could 

she is too far.

Mr. K.M,

Mrs. ToM.M,

than 100 years old, 
in ivoti location, Machakos, on 19/2/87. 

79, intsrviowod at his home in 
5/1/85.

stories and many more
of her

heard

Mrs.
. m.m.h,
M.M.Mj

67,

mother-
82,

82 years
old,

about
02 years
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K.M’s,
30.

He ishome •

31 .

32

33. Mr. interviewed on
35.

M.M,36. Mr.
onhis home
23,37. a

38. Mr

39.

on
L«K, aMrs*
M .W . K ,41. Mrs •

home
of’The42. re

and of
43. Mr.

H. ,44.
on

nurse,
45. This wasyears

for more

Kenya News Agency
Wanjohi Muttunga.

at Kisau
Standard’

□ Id, visited on 
I 21/6/85.

M.K.f jointly
home, Kisau location.

school teacher, interviewed at

40.

aboutDr.
HQspitai, 

anonymoLis 
than tan

F.M*, 

interviewed

on 26/3/87.

worked in that department 
on 26/3/87.

Mr

and

N.JcM, interview.

j.K.K and Mr.
3 . K . I< ' s

Mr. M.K,

and Tutor at
22/3/85, 1V6/85 

bout 
about 55 years

location, Hachakos, 
5/7/35, pg. 3, 

ported by Mr.
officer at K.N.H,

at Machakes General

medicine man from Kitui, 
14/6/85.

. Willy Maina Maingi, 
College, interviewed

based
Mr. N.3.M,

3,

re cords

interviewed on

40, interviewed 

location, on V/H/s^ 

Simon, about 40 years 

interviewed on

Mr. K.M.,

Miss 
7/12/84 in Miss 

36, Primary 
8/11/8<5- 
i nte rview.

Maingij 32, 

at Machakos, intorvicu^acl on 

about 30, Cousin to Mr 

Machakos Teachers' 

• i and 21/6/85. 

40, intervieiued at her home 

old, interviewed in her 

on 8/1l/86.

pg.

about 40,

at his offico on

42, intervioufsd

who has 
interviewed

Mr. M.k, 
. Willy Maina

23, luas at that time working at Mr. 
currently at Kilimabogo T.T.C. 

and 1o/l2/84.
at his homo in Kisau
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46.

67,□oI.K,Mr.
17/11/36.Macha kcs, o nlocation.

confirmed that he u/itnessed the dance67,48.

Cngli^h doctors could not raiseuj he re

J.I.K,but his Friend Mr. raisedFallen dancersthe
16/10/36.interviewed onthem,

67,given by Mr.
49« All this

Machakosleacin rFormer dancea

o n

be cameHe a
toKale VG
at Nairobi, person

died .treatedthat he
Univeristy graduate.26u/ho IS50.

curse •the

12/11/86.on

on
For Fufcther51.

1 977.Mutungi #

Dontsch,M .5e 111 i 2 952,
^55P9*

inte rview43,53.
interview.82,54. Mrs.

22/1/85 and 30/l0/86.
41B . M . M ,55. Mr .

5/1/85
56.

Pas tor A.M *,57.

Pastor W.M o,58.

tin lie voil

interviewed 

discussion

1951/65,

and handed over the

and a

M .M .M ,

47.

Mr.

inFormation was 

From Tveti location.

in Nairobi,

C.

parapher na tia 

abandoned them

□ .I .K,

aFter a

the subject see

oFFectiveness oF a

O.K.

his younger brother, who

in turn

He was

Mr. Wanjohi Muttunga.

intervicwod at his home in Iveti

17/11/86.

Christian in 1947,

’Ths Standard’ of 8/7/83, pg.

J intnrviswnd on 

, intarvioujod on 

57, intnrvioujsd on 6/12/84 

55, inbsrviswod on

n.Oahoda and S.W. Cook,

Mr. F.M.M.,

Mr. M.I,

Hr. D.M.N,

reported by

T.W . ,
ntaunolily in
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intervinui.
59.

Inberviow*rir.60.
0/1/05.

61 .

I

■fc

Mr.

Pastor A.M p 57p

Z.N.K, intoruinujnd on



CHAPTER FIVE

claba have been

da ta •

linked (where

works•

TABLE V.1

The table given

(correla ti ons)
□nd education of the

respondents*

the results received

intensity of belief in

correlation results and descriptive

Correlation

below shows

the

nF THE INTENSITY OF SPIRIT -

PR0FES510N AND EDUCAT10N.

; CORRELATIONS

R n IEF WIT H EE

computingafter

In this chapter

analysed and intarpratad.

results (sss table below) have bean presented first,

analysed and interpreted, followed by the descriptive

Then the two types of results have been compared/

necessary) with other rslavant existing

analY 3I 3 A ND INTERPR ETATI ON

spirits against age 9 prof^-^i°^
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n=9n=7n=13n:13n=15ns17

r:+,428r:+«048IX.07B>.415r:T«S47

IB

6k=.575ftge

n:10n:7n=11n=12n=15n-.17
r=-;oor:.S20i=s540>545>.8U

I

IB

J.=.575Profession

n:lBn=11n=15h=17
r:..04Br=+.598r=.BS5r=.5B1

ID
=.555Education

n:14 

r:.51O 

=5/.

o4=.497

n=J 
r=+.795

-4

4
£)^-..SO2

r:-.B58

=lj

C^:.8O8
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After the correlation

Qn
number of people

n

r where 1% level
Critical

maybe.
aSbegin,□ r

the chances of thatmeans

that the result

chance •been obtained by

divided into threecan
oftableThe above rouJ

row,namely

Afle row (B)_
begins at

of
N atbegins
• 575 •

begins at

N 17
-1%•575. N 15

Correlation

value

t-g suits 

profe ssion

only

1% level of significance 

obtainocl by

of significance 

.606.

computed the above

i*esult being

level means

or the

significance

.602
level

level
N =

results ware received#

that

out of a hundred. And

coefficients were

rowsp

is one

are

,r.iv 57u chances

Question number

Population/Universc

U,ho ansuicrcd that question.

Coefficient

, that is either 

the case

that there 

received is correct, and

begins at

chance

95% chances

that it may have

be

and Education row.

17
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■^5^ level begins atN .497

^5% level begins at .553N 11

^1% level begins at .765N 8

rnnRELATION SIGNS.V.

correlations in the first

either the

do,Maj'ini as the young people

they grouj older.

believes in and fears

It may not necessarily be.

and very u/illing to tell

Gxpe rienee s

They felt that

if they talked they

Accrets to the outside world.(g)

from the three
accepted to be

where MaJxnA

interviewed •

young people were 

uihat they knew about

they might have

the other hand, were quite closed,

their family

Lit. To take ones home outside.)

place s

of the older folks on 

reserved and generally unco— po rative .

would bo:

During the interviews 

quite open

Aimu/fla.lini and to share whatever

mean that the younger a person 

Aimu/MaJini.

case ?

the family heads.

r = - o 
older people do not believe in and fear Aimu/ 

or that their belief in

row ( i.e
The negative significance

647 and r= - .637) may indicate that

That is why none 
attacks took place

had with them, the majority

It may also 
is, the more he/she

these things diminishes as

Education row (P).

= 14

Exposing 

(Kufnaalya musyi. -

of

But is this really the
it was discovered that whereas the
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1 roFusod to give out any information, 67,Mr.
but his seventeenvisited throeeven after being
gladly gave out theForm One grandson

Similarly,

u/o uld notNr •
intervieufsd*Mr. was

public thetheto(b) Di Aclosing
their positionwliJ-ch could luoaksnmovea

Women whotheir respect.losecause
admit that they areothersbewitch

evil practices.theirhated for

not asthe A kambaBut
theirbe caueecounts rparts ,

able to

evil magic
familymomber of his and or witchcraft.

He does that using a

in

couldyoudid,
etc, be catjse

him.

their
very high Negativewhich

lack
Correla tion, ma y thatthan
anything a

Therefore, 

to be interviewed, 

not meari 

belief

a.M.N.

year old.

Mkamba man

and witchcraft,
who gets 
stronger magic

family secrets.

and one 
harmed, is usually praised.

strongs r

wizards are 
witchcraft is usually protective.

So,
Mkamba may not tn

If he

cannot

and/or them to

but his son.

witches are

r i c he s e t c

a traditional
addition to preserving

11 you

seen only once.

who xs

hated as their women

protect his family from 
who can avenge for any

unwillingness 
resulted in a 

of be lie f, 
of the young people.

witches, because

of his powers, riches

snurcs of their power.

So, a

information after being

P.N.K? u,ould not accept to bo interviewed,

4B.K.N.

but rather, if

to answer questions or

time s, 
2Mr. M.S.^,

the source
outdo him and or defeat
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5,be rated as high asHa.1 ini canby the

that thewould it not be

Ha.ji ni (owners) to

therefore a summary offollowing isThegrade than 5 7 •

first row:results in thethe

□ Id believe in and feararid the1 * Doth the young

A Lniij'/ria .lini-.

willing to talkthe youngTha t whe reas2. .

the

are
have .

wha te ve r

PositiveThe
that the moremean

4-
r

Ce rtainlywhat wethis
research on Kenya’s

Hr.

far back as 1973,

was
whe n ths

found to havewe re
level of education

of the

(although
result as

(i.e

taught physics

actually strangled and

re port

a t tack

educated a person i
But is

Signifi*^^*^^

.793) may

he/she believes in and fears

to 
correlations

15 questions

to the

note

-Aimu/Ma.jini*

Interestingly, 

students 

simil^^ 

press ntad.

fair to assume

others should deserve a higher

one who causes ths

would expect?

, 5Miller’s

others were also

on the other hand.

secondary school 

interviewed) yielded a

(typed)

If a person

si gni f i cant 

student -

about whatever e;

Aimu/MaJinij.

closed, resorvod 

knoiuledge they may

xperie neo s 

thra older people,

and just keep within themselves

He says:

The response

people are

they might have had with

Correlations in the third row

who admits that she was

+.598 and r =

ths more
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fiftocn questions above,In tu/elvG of* the

a

level of education increases.

thic stud5'J the assumption that

The

□ ve r-all

that the

For the highest

6 and

less

B Sc and B.Ed
into rvlnuirnJ 107

said
Significant

in and fear

Correlation Coe

Causation.
or

be due two. do notto one,

assumption

this

only partially correct.

of this student sample shoujs

educational system in 
direction to

(F orm 
outlook is

educated

(In

towards a Western outlook.

Kenya is giving
the secondary students’

that high 
be not. 
necessarily imply

(e.g. correlation) may 
Nevertheless,

a .Form 2

a Western and

consistent pattern for responses 
traditional and conservative 

6

students, 12 B.A,

St. Paul’s United Theological

beyond a

As UJG

inclined towards a

to be more

addition to secondary
Diploma/s1 
students from

there is

school students. Miller also

have seen in

^he assumption that 
believQ in AimuZLl^^^ii-^ 

has bean disproved by

educa 
and other 

study.

students and 17
Colle ge ) • ^

i nde pe nde nt
7 s t ude nt.

world view as the

education causes belief

innovative
values and attitudes io 

factor profiler 

students leaning 

coplaln undaFinotl point, the mors cons, rvo tl»e, 

that is non-innovatloo, thoy bosoms.

above), a liberal, western, 

likely than in

ciation
^□re factors.
people (Akamba)

related traditional beliefs.

An obser

throe

But can it be

□ f AiffluZllS-iiOi- 
fficients do not

ved asso

more
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a

a

strongly inbelieves veryNa irobi,
He

the pomers

He hasfrom

luhere he

Thefor him.divination

Ma Jini
He gotanticipated.

related to a person whoIS
ZoM.M.Mrs .

owns ria.jini•
oujne r

can do, and of how a

illiterates and thethat thenot mean

1 n
le ss

doe s

a

not be
those u/ho went therewaeShe

the entire
and

believes intoo,and he
isMr.

He blood.
HI orns n

They do.

She related ho^w

But this does

do not

among

uiith her food.

be lie ve

B.A(Ed) holder from the University of 

witchcraft, Ma .jini/Aimu >

deceased) could

villas®

witnossod Ma JinA 
told him much more 

s ca red.

hunper (now

strongly in

15 I .N.

of a medicine 

Mr. V/illy Maina, 

the wall of a house..

posses 
satisfied.

B.Ed graduate from Kenyatta University, 

the power of curses.

drink dog’s

carried

Q d uca te d

Mrs. M•M -M

kilunii dance.

Dip.Ed., 

first-hand information of what Majini 

behaves. (To name, but

A i mu/Ma j’ i ni*

Saw a possessed

Kavuta Kala’s

during a

aod she is an illiterate.

f'or a

a fe w ) .

(the medicine man).
remove a

man, traditional healing etc.
who is a medicine man,

narrated b», 
damand and

was found to
10 

f

has seen his cousin, 
mbandio, (.jinx.) j

Simon’s placealso been to Mr.

kilumi dance, he

and fear Aimu/MaJini at all.

9
Mr. T.W. ,

even after being fed by

Mr. N.3.M.

She has

be lie ve

12

ced Mr.

conduct a

of his past life than he
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Hrs • H.NcM.

husba nd, the verge of becoming a medicineman.u/ho u/as on

very big at night, to be visited by a snake.

to prophesy, and his prophecies

even fflhen the gates andthat is.

the doors

P.III primary schoola

that came to his home and

two children* This was

ctually a 3ini♦ sent to finishQdded that the pigeon

them

of the relative who had sentHe was even
forthe reason
out the 3ini*

who happens to come

is

aHr.
who was

his studies atto

must haveHea
her family took anynorwoman

thefor

uas allowed to stay became

revealed by a medicineman, who

Finally, 

admitted that he beat up 

him
discontinue

believed the story.

me di cine man

have a lot of powers.

He related how a pigeon 

the cause of the death of his

told the name
doing it, and the name of the

P.II primary school teacher, 
said to have

no ithe r

medicineman, 

said to own some Majini.

teache r.

him the Jini, 

who had given

was a

She certainly believes that Aimu
15 . xs

related how her own

came true, and used to

disappear mysteriously,

16
M.H- f

were closed.

The above mentioned

loca tion.

also an illiterate.

used to grow

^rofn the researcher’s

'TRachnrs’ CnllogQ •

^“^tion against him

^Switched him, forcing

H r. I< • H •

a woman

the

beating*
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They also
Instead they

believedmust have

correlations, it has been

and
shown that the it

And from

the
has been shown

in
mean

and the l<’ss

very large proportionand a

also old.d) are

that old peopleshown

the se

do not readily
keeptotheirs

have
othe rs•
tribe to

someseems to have
and education

We asked

of
theira

LIS in thisZaire
thson ficial.

be

ma t te r

found among

Akamba.

sold off' their

that the woman was

the same.

correlations

fear Aimu/Haj'rni.•

that even

And from row 

talk

if they

Pierre

educated believe 

is what these positive 

nrjijcate d.

secrets •

Almost oil tl” 1111‘"“‘” 

of the s,«i-oducoMd (lntor»lo-=

Wholf^ 
quit®

For themp

What 
relevance

e xplai ned

students

re pre se nt i ng

_ to tsll

From the significant positive

Oduootsd poopl" (»!.»'»>

ths examples given above, 

illiterates and the less 

What has not been

for the illiterates

land and moved away, 

a witch.

own region®* 

turned

□ne, above, 

about t'loir 

and

chology

Lubumbashi - 
the people of 

rites in

it was 

bsriefs.
safeguard, not to tell

^ggn admonished to maintain 

the Zaireans

out to

things are

It is

about a
hundred psV

University of 

„3i3 ction 

initiation 

their knowledge 

sups r

Erny
the Kenyan

of the
cross

about
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through those rites, they

f olloiuing
the essence

Conseque ntly,
cannot be

and I ujould

fear •

have

no
about thern

of fallingfear

and the semi-the
Therefore ,

like
in

educated Akamba

doe selse

knowthey
freely

forthe
re se rva tions•

of the
onCorrelation

Si
rrom the

aitsecond row,

jinx might also indicate
Thehousewives.
order

f'ollowed by
the netc.bus1 no some n theisButwive s •

of ths peasSome
hristians?

knowledge

tell whatever

surely, 

ants

He nee , 

the part

For those who have gone

serious experienee 

'V/hat is described here is

of initiation

reason

highly

contrary, 

and believe, without any 

the high positive

the A imu/Ha

educated«

and fear

not to give

the highly educated

this 
ordinary

illiterates
Aimu/Majini,

out that

and

although

gntficant

that pastors 
psasants and ordinary

as shown by the

believe more in

know it is a 

statements;

there is a

ppsar

than .ha Machars,

naaatlva Corrol.tMns

haliaf, •itl’
office rs/administrators/

sants and ordinary house-
, bearing in mind that

are not

Correlations in the

only a general view;

revealocl to just anybody, 

belief involved - 

have passed through
even say a

be lie ve

, they prefer 

On the

take n an

matter who, and this for 

,17

certain

Those who

oath never to speak
these rites

to anyone, 
sick or dying*

of 

M.cherc/cW»“^ 

then by pen

a descending

case

housewives

eve rydoby

to others*

Negative

w oulcl

the
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itsee n

follou/ed byNa Jini,
Qpclinary psssants and houseu/ives •illiterate

order was reversed.this

belie f,education versus rowdiscussion onFrom the
that ths highly educatedshow nthree,

be lie ve xnmore
without any

the less

with somebible 3,
inte rviewe d,we re

onlyIn all.theology®
arguingDiplomahad a

the
From the

more
the A irqu

peasa nts

And eachbelieving.seeing xsthatsaiclbee n
has

areas
theirattacks in has

of Nr®homeformerthetwice visited stones »fallingthe
niigra ted ) washeafter

forhad to flee and then slappedfood
that heIt is said who

by invxsome mo ne y
theofhe had taken

wali*
that the

and each of them 
educational poxnt

/Najini
to believe in 

and housewives.

(he

of view.

compu ta t io n

column 3,from the Coding System, 

would believe least in the Aimu/

soilt3 d , 

demanded to know why

and ujitnesssd

So ,

a b ove

s omo 

church

attacked by Najini.

exception, will be able 

holding Diplomas 

two pastors 

in Theology.

e du ca te d.

offertory
to repair a crack

was assumed that pastors

teachers/clerxca1 officers etc and

than the illiterates and

of the two pastors
respective

isible persona

2n 
Pastor A.N.

pastors are supposec

then by the

was on

than the illiterate

witnessed Na jini
1 Q Pastor W.N.

1 9 P.N.K.

But after the

It has

A s ca n be

the
And all the pastors, 

at least, to read their vernacular 
and others Degrees in

his
had his

Ixtics

mentioned above
of work.

it was
A xmu/Na .lini
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A ccordi ngto return.

presented his

meeting at Taiua
else he

Hiss.J.M.M.’s

ABC Church.

forVJhe n

he
station.

saidby the Ma.iini ,

□ nwhile he was
quicklya nd hewith that story»

the money totha tdisclosedhe
water tank had beenand a

who had donatedbuild that

hostc1
se nt

I<Gd by
beinghome after

from that church or 

aunt is

contacted

but on

leave o
He however

©witched off to something

man
at the adjacent 
residents had to be

abandoned the
to Miss J.M.M's aunt. Pastor A.M., 

Church Council (DiCiC)

e Ise o

District
demanded that he be transferred 
would quit the ministry.

of the Tawa D.C.C. of the

That is when he

comment, Pastor A.M. admitted

sick leave, from March to September 

back he stayed for nearly

Dismissing

report to a
Market and

provided by Mr.
money for buil*^^*^^ 
Itembukani seconda y 

attac

a member

church and fled home, never

r» - r» the interview Durxng tne
U nastoi^s house

church, P
n iz the same 

the gir-la' 

school, tnhoso 

flajini^

re portsd

to ano the r 

after being attacked
the allegations

he

that he

that he

that he was away,
19G3, and that when 
a month and mas transferred

had run away
heard about those thingsonly
looked quite uncomfortable
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intervieujed was
thsBut because

(just mereonly two

low aswhich was as

be 1 ie r , no

cause

betohave

next two groups

toachers
The

belie f s
ofFicials

they

have

they

have
The

The

freely becauseondiscussion
their

be they were justofficials may
family

theirxn
take n that allbe

have
nature of their

be •
or

matter how
This mighthemwork makes

and
ir

denbroo coding system
doto

used« Aimit
order.

inwive s tor s,
then

teache rs

and

outlaoK*

(see discussion 
shared freely what

pro fe ssi ons

and administrative 

with Aimu/

of this

looked for e 

of peoplf3

number of pastors

sampling), forming a percentage 

unlikely that their

' reporting 
jurisdiction* 

administrative 

low

mat be r
high negative

Isewhere, maybe
answered the questions.

It was

bell®''®

pas

so cia1

and

e xpe rie nce s 

above).

bably

ujould

they had no 

wha t
place

not also

had some

majority of

shared their

Linlnss

students may
we re young

may 
that

and experiences
had instructions to keep 

shared their

ujith the

and ordinary house-

ducation 

shared

students

■ random

it is quite

it might have been.

The reason may

have
the peasants

that

educated'(see also

Another

in a way

high 

to interact 

educational

ed thsl

was the

reason 

assumed 

in

forgotte n
formal education no

secrets

be cause
above)•

3 xpo rie nce s 
to hide ;

own areas of

Also the

of different

on ago , 

they knew, pro

e

their mouths
freely

how strong
correlation.

from the way the

had

should

f re e 1 y,

The

because

teachers may 

they were
administrative

It

ofFicial®
it may

with peopls

s ta tuse s.

Ma.jini quite

shut.
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others 2 a nd 1 ) •
just dodged the questions, the

Added to that, some teachsrscorrelation came out negative.
of the study areasoneand administrative

condary school

refused to share

This also havema y

V. -5

scasethreeFrom the

that werethat ths
traditional Aimunot themere

•delected areas

but ato the Akamba,

be
found their way to the

since

into

, (see the

to be defines
hisSalim opposed toasdoe rsbeings;

spiri ts 
of study,

Coastal region of
’Continued to penetrate 

discussion

^nown

DEFINITION OF

officials from
and surrounding area) also 

about A imu/Majini because

Os s not seem
2*^, basing 

tural
vil • ’

new type of spirits known as 
oriental spirits (probably

they had been ordered by the 
increased the

can live on land.
’’water spirits”

tudies, 
attacking people in the

^ountrie s

were rated highest

f’rof.

as 'Suparna 
^Letani. which do n

As such peasants and ordinary housewives 
(that is 3, othars 2 and I)'"'. But because they refused

given above, it was shown

(itembukani se
what they knew 

local chief not to do it.
24 negative trend.

.1 ini_. Ma.jini may

Arabian or

to share their beliefs or

defined as
Persian origin), which

East •«'
ths interior parts of the said

below)*

25 Hefinition of MajiHi "" 
Hr. Mutua’s defm 

correct because rteitni 

the Koran,argument on

of good
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* Arabian Nights*,author of thethe

Ma .jini are
ma .ji ni a re

more ordersG vil •others are
the good ones «evil thanwhich are

Jinni,(sing
isof Jinn

According
some

fromto a tradition
namely.classes;or

The
she ytans

thearelast,
Oinnj

Jann are
to

usedare
ofas
aboveorders

thebad;or
theirsa ta n yis

A nevil Jinn.anyto
is

The Jinn (but.class •
me called by theJinni a re

sp evil Jinn,
are

si9Narahs
assaid to be
istermthisthough

gs nerally 
the whole species

me ntioned),

it is
transformed 

transformed

Pe ris,
29

(including
whether good

(Iblis
used

rful 
ones )

The species 
thousands of years 

the Prophet

Jinn and Jann 
indiscriminately, 

the other

and swine were
however,

name s

consists of five 

the

□f Oinn) Genii, bsing created of fire.

said to have been created

good (supporting Prof.
But from his list there are

like as certain apes
23 me n

According to 
divided into five orders.

Salim’s view) and

before Adam.
27 y this species

He says that some

signify
□vil Jinni! a

The terms

of all), 3inn,
orders
least powerful

Efrits, and Madrids^
most powerful; and the

Efrit is a
madrid, an evil

term is the more

ge ne raliy
Divs;

are
De vils),

nd
commo nly

Pe rsians
(which 

male

common
commonly

powerful
st poue

o vil

the

nii^i®^
females

former
king.) "Sheytan"

Jann (who
(or

added,

□ f the
eakiug 9

most powerful
"males", though they 

)• the good Jinn, 
applied to females.
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: MYTH OF ORIGIN.FAST AFRICAHOWV.
one

Having

to

interior•

useful and relevant.

He u/ro te z

Solomon, or
myth the Swahili.

aS

ted by
UJQ reSpirits

thenthey
worId from the history ofduring

atma s te rs God
the

Out
work exclusivelyto

brought A ndmaster «
thsi^

for the
very

Solomon
whil’^

to theo ne

Andleaning.
on

hisG od f
ahe was Theas

f te raintact even

Then ujoodaiormshi^s

for Solomon fell.

got into

of Solomon,

them

died

the world.

all spi

its

different

during

its tognther 

absolute

a ranee 

snvsn years.

and

community of Mombasa, 

which the present

day.

oriental spirits.

ground by

East African
Farouk Topen’

hard by 
supervising 

fallingted from
he was 

body remained
at work.

prophn t, 

ujorke d

ate

The origins
spirits 

with

”Nabii

researcher

MAPI MI- CAM E .TO

stated that Ma jini are

how they found their way to the

Mombasa and then into the

□f Kipsmba

in ths 

ths prophst

he is known among

God and put into this

serusd diFFersnt

spirits, and indeed oF all 
world are explained in a

ths other

connected 

qiileiman"

the Swahili

day and night. Then, 
his spirits

would then want to know
Coastal region, 

3^^ research among
produced excellent results

spirits were thus 
on working.

This they
the

deceived by 
did

staf*^’

pre ve n
whinh

the

prophe
his

crea
beginning;

places
time

but was 
staff' 

t of
death.

a nd ke p t
apP^ 

about
it away.

Ke nya,
finds
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modiTied version of
The earlier part

the Quran,

‘Compared» The

wind

in the
for him*bra^s

whothoi-'*^

thsm,from
aside from our

me nt
him taste of the

and bou/ls

and very
□ f

Give thanks

When the spirits roalizod that they were free, they 

all over the world.scattered themselves once more

East Africai.and settled among

among
of burning.

for him, Solomon
and imagesJ 
fixnd cooking potse 

few of my

subservient to Solomon;
the morning and a 

and we made
And of

of this myth is a
with which it may be

from the Quran are Chapter

we made

the story given in 

relevant passages

Some of them came to

some peoples and tribes, and in soms places^ 

of them settled on the island

Jinn) made 

nynogoguas 

troughs and 

□avid !

13. They (the 

what he pleased, 

(large) as watering 

0 peopl‘d 

servants are gratefu

The most powerful
31 

of Pemba.

And whoever turned

34:12-14

12. And (we made) the 

journey in 

nvening;
it made a month’s

month’s journey 

fountain of moltnn 

the 3inn^2 there were 

by the command of hi^-’ ^o 

command 

chastis‘d

to flow
worked before him
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clccruod death for him (Solomon)14. Out u/hen luo

So u/hen it fell

HOW PEMBAV.5

luere three main luays

Mombasa•

1.

masf^on from Mombasa
^omba teacher.

fromMedicinemen

Pemba
their

alternatively, to the lesser

to At the termina-

mas

the unseon, they 
humiliating torment.

given a spirit, 
an additional

prase 

spirit to whatever 

"’® di Cine man in Mombasa.

MAJini REACHED MOMBASA.

Ma.jini (spirits) that settled

Dr. Farouk Topan goes

his 
alreadyas a

on to explain how the

Mombasa and became the

through

a practising

naught showed them his death but a creature of 
the earth that ate away his staff.

clearly that if they had known

Having said that the 
most powerful,

Kipemba type of spirits reached 
most popular cult there. There 

which Pemba Ma.jini reached

in Pemba were the

over 0

«t the and of ■" dpa«»lhg ..dial™

usually prosontocl u/ith a Oinni by his

down, the 31nn saw 

would not have tarried in 

33

^®rtain period

f^^dicinemen trainof^

^lon of his apprenti*^*^

^iOni. as a present

he may

ship a

tlombasa, it is =^^id, used to go to 

certain period to learn the 

superiors. Or

to Mombasa for a

for a

from

used to come 

knowledge
the

impart

as apprentices 

art of their vocation 

latter

their

□pacific fee.

trainee

teacher; this u;as 

have had as
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Pemba which got imprisoned2
carried by

into
wat^r across

fcch hold of veryfrom
them inimprisontheir

a

u/ord identical with that
ISThis story 1 inni) found in thea

of the

alsoHbooni were
buried in theweres

Sometimes3. come

againup

the ro •

\i.6
TM

10th
theFrom longed in theAkamba were to

ofsa duringthe ctintocomewhom they

Pe mba , 

underground

WITH

distance

Arabs

their travels.

bottles and throw
□irmi often

fisherman
broke n.

pirits
out again anywhere in 

fjinns) travelled
, and then resided

almost

ivory

conta

cngaQ

UP£DJJNIBX 
century 

trade, specializing 

at Mombasa, with

Intore 

trapped in

’Fishe rman

Arabian Niqn.t •

some

spell, novsr 

the buri

of

Medicinemen

evil spirits possessing
them into the sea.

managed to get out after

decided to remove the cork
the imprisoned

curious passerby or a
bottle getting

to Mombasa

Pemba used to ca

word for

and the Efrit' (

stingly, the majini^caught at 

corked bottles.

ground luith a 

but instead 

and came

or through the

spirits from

into the sea were

COM TA-CT.

nF MOM^^-— 
middle

AKAMSA .

onwards, the

die nts,

□n reaching the shore.

of the
to

iod spirits

at Mombasa

mainly in
had

SomethimBS evil.

bottles and thrown
Island•
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and suggests thattrade contact.
3.S.

Coastal area.Prom the
the Akamba had

of the Akamba before

Traditio ns

Promcamo

flourishing
the latter.

occupation in and
into

La keTanzania as

on
a nd J.LWhe nCoast•

he

that
the Hebo twee n

is with the
states that:

of
Ho
land

for
liaison ivory*
coaSt who

Mombasa in 

but met a

long

1780 and 1850.

Akamba to settle

co ntact

Akamba

nine tee nth

He begins by saying:

luritten history 

nineteenth century.

around Mount Kilimanjaro, 

inclined to. favour

of Kenya,

B.A .

search of ivory 

oriental people 
Missionary 

not only 

of them.

A famine 

at Rabai (in ' 

main

1056 ,
(Tibasa ) 3 

kaniba .

distance trade,

Mbiti goes beyond this 
actually originated

supports 
coastal people’

A kamba 

learnt Kikamba.

I am more 

■trade was already a 

century, the traders

Ogot

caused the
3 tablishing

Akamba became
thus e

There xs no

These

sujahili merchants at the

A kamba’s

the middle of the

or from the
say that they

Coas b•

with the
communltiss 

nee de d

the
the interior

Victoria, particularly in 
traded with the Arabs 

and elsewhere on the

pe ne tra ti ng
far as 

which they 
at Mombasa

Krapf arrived at 
heard much about the 

from whom he1844,
number

56
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such as Machakos touin.

that intermarriage between thePro r •

member

To this dayintermarriage.
One

freely*

may upcountry. and in particular.
V.7

long time there has beenfor a
It has been

Akamba and the
trade and contact

Swahili community

the
noiu

at the coast* and whento
theycamo

the ths magicians
oftunifcy

took

at the c
a

occupy from
iswhichpart of

tribe•

Akamba also go 
tradeformerly

the oppor
peoplf’

deal

there is a 
of the respondents

Swahili parents.

of the present
out of such an 

community in Hachakos town.

The

good

to come

TO ukanoanl*.
shown

be twee n

to Mombasa,

HOl-J W3INI FOUNPUaa^

was born

writes s
the Akikuyu,

of 
with black magic, a

the Giriama

ihiagi no

this contact and
G. Lindblom

westwards, 

caravans 

consulting 

Kikumbuliu seam to

that,

the upcountry

It is therefore possible to

men benefited from

And by 1865^^, concludes Ogot, there were Swahili 

traders operating in the hinterlands of Ukambani,

is a son of 

information quite

gf Mombasa.
Akamba medicine 

skills from their counterparts

Salim^°
Swahili traders took place, and that the grandfather 

of Parliament for Kangundo

that even

learnt

Swahili
□f this researcher, Mr. B.M.K.

He gave this

oast••*•

said
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It is said,

he fears by givinglife of an enemy
41The cockof his cocks.

hut of the manflies to the
out to see

the roof and crou/s.
by means of the

Theinto
uoi pou/e r

what is the matter
they can

medicine men learntAkamba

it could bemo n.
new skills from the

were
now

were given

This
found

way

in thema .jini»who ou/nms nthe

are
So fmen.

The ma JO
the

of
them;

SSJini
Akamba feelthewhat

them.
whothose

and do

the cock moves, 

his body(!).

Mombasa

therefore

, ma .jini.

neither

business

If it be granted

Mombasa

of his master,

discove r

counte rparts 

"“ays through which the 

thair u/ay to Ukambani*

study

that ths

mo d i ci ne 

also given spirits. Majini, 

famous in

flombasa, 
PQmba

could
spiritscoaotal

their
following testim 

laajini are -

for instance, that an expert in Uoi can

wants

and make
ufhoo'^ei'

illustrate

□w n

be one of the

are

po nde nts 

and that they 

. u 43 
them rich.

medicine men nor

Consensus opinion 

bought by 

owners' 

onio^

squally assumed that they
• • 4-e which are

the kipemba spin , i-hPir
to ths “'’"•hasa medicine men by their

man dios unless

with hxm.

VJhen the man comes

take the

was that

what is the matter.

just as

gf them

re s

But surprisingly, 

delected areas of thio 

herbalists. The majority 

the all

are

^niprg VQ

certain instructions to one

indicated, perches on
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like ujitchcraft.they are

may

they canfor business;tricks.

collect luealth from

master in another
and take

pla ce

to

continue
soconditions,certain
for

sorvi ng being*humana
sacrif icing

the richestvuasK.
to theA cco rdi ng he lent money

Kitui inPcjrson in

hadHe
sacrifice histo

heluhe n
lost everything.Son hea sports

his
three ujivesof hisas

mho mas supposedca r

that timefrom

a
of ared mysteriously.Som®

to mons y

K’ s

a

^'^ay from

^he informant was

^itui County Council

the

almost at the

bo sacrificed got 

(1976)

one place
45

tims«

to Mrs.

1970'3.

anyone goes

to be fulfilling

J.H.0*

At one

school*

to
district.

refused

Tmo

daughter

that

example, agree

Tho
j^fgadache

remaining

disappe

da ughte rs•

children ran

Hr.

time 

of all the primary 

also bought his

Ha Jini are

Ma .jini are

salaries

^^^n daughter, 

His Son died in a

heard that mhenever 

t •• i he/she must agree
collect/buy MajiQi 

the Ma.iinA niay

to be

me an either a trick or a

all 

schoolrris^'^

He ma y

They are Syama 9

I have also

s yama, 

f la J i n i. can 

it to their

ma -ji cj:.?

make one rich*

him.

every year

car •

1*9 g ci r

thin day*
And

same
chronic 

the

not like Aimu$

( Kyama P1 s yama , 

miracle)

his

of

School teachers in

But

cd by 

accident.
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nr MA3INI<VoS

the generalBe fore
te stimo nie sto add a.few moreorde rgivs n.

different viewsthetofrom the

held by the Akamba

They arewith oatan*

at the

to kill a person.

spirits ofAimu are
difareMa jini whichtricks,

broughtare
boughtaretheyMaybeUkambani•

theybe cause
areMa .fi ni

to be

usually
^iffcre

are tha tbe cause

associated

Mundu Mue,the ir
a

aforif they ask
theon

iini^ e xe raisingMa bee ngives has
which are

fromthe rn Ma
kept

A rabs,

nia n, 

hand are kept

found/see n

For example.

CHA RACTER ISJICS

charocte ristics

nt«

witchcraf J

50
the re .

«a
gu/ahili

dead pe opie,

houses 

originated u^ith

Fch peuP^^ *

re spo nde nts, 

y about Ma .ji ni_ •

other

men, Aju^y 

fulfilled.

in
49

Ma .jini originate
Coast, not upcountry.

but God does

(710 d i ci nois where

and A imu

but Halini 
rocent happenings

at Mombasa.

of Ma .jini can be

Ma .1 i ni ca n be

Aimu are

never used

by 3?

it seems

They

sent

T 48 
not harm people.

and fed by
Mosgues

locked.

bougkt

Aimu and M a.

with
wishes

goat

quite in

illus brate

the m*

M u s 1
and

. 51

us ua11y

and

1 i n X
modioinn

am
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if youspiritsThey are

took a
Aimu are also

in

seen mostlybo cause

a nd a t time s
someto tieThere seems

reAkamba, astheamongcontradictions,
the areas u/hereofs omeare

Na .jini •

be
b from both thedifferenare

Some say

thatOthers say

arethat theyL n

spiritsthat are

Others say ' tricks, syama 1

dead peopleof

for business.

both MaJilLt and
that

Still others thing.
and the

oneare

whereareas

There are
rich.onemaketo can

that
Tho y

the general

see mThey also

The folle’^'t'^0

de tec bed.

of dead people because

the following day

only AAGUi 

being

grave yard.

they are

witchcrart

tha t

with

would

and Hajini are similar 

□f dead people.

iinni u;oman

both AJjP-2 

both spirits

other

you would wake up 
spirits of dead people

, 52
at shrines , Mathc^211*

to your home,

agree•

all agree

they are seen

efl Uni under 
„ put ESUita

uncertani ty may 

that MaJiGi.

Aimu and the witchc-a

it i^

unce r tanity

gards the nature of

co ntcnd

same
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thersforH been summarizedfolloufing points haveThe
i nte r vieu/ee s and from the

scanty literature available. on

(a ) fla.jinI are

Fn 11-2 fl (hara(b) thoThey ara
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old, 

8/11/86.

had to

tsachers’

liQi ’ 

ved by

grandson

-[ ol*^>

gffSCtS

T.M.M, over 

intarviawed on

, about 68 years, 

8/11/86.

Mr. M.S, 17 ysars 

Mr. 3.M.N. 

interuieuiad oh 

onfirm

T.«, 2"
InWrvl’”'’ <■'' '■

ha beat up 

beiuitched him.

26/^

,gd that the na 

them were

discontinue 
college for 
and that

Intervx--
- Confirmed

studies
because

3 woman

at a
□f sickness,

had allegedly
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of History,53e

54,

but whose
Others

missingrecords are

Gaenacologist, MachakosProvincial
55.

because

a□ f nibinqQ>

Ke nyattaclerk at the

togcthsr y

them.
but he

he had

to the

of the couple 

National

heard of 

casualty

College

Interviewed on 

luho were

that was 

hospital

Prof. O.K.

Law, University 

of Arts, 

5/11/95.

interviewed

56.

departme

did not see

Mutungi, Department of Commercial 

of Nairobi and Principal,

Mr. M, 

National 

_ He also 

the couple 

nt of the

Prof. Salim, Department 

University of Nairobi, interviewed 

on 1/11/95.

Dr. H, the

General Hospital.
. „B confirmed that ha hoard 

that «aa brought to Kenyatta

1 still clinging together 
hospital, stii-t

type of magic.

also

include:

a record’s

Hospital.

confirmed that 

brought

clinging
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at the
57.

more
hospital

/

t

I

authorising

before

casualty department 
had also heard

of Kenyatta

□f that couple, 

letter from the

she could give

A long serving nurse

National Hospital 

but demanded to see an

Director of Kenyatta

information.
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appendix one

).General’A’( Sectionquestionnaire

is
I am

going uiitchcraf t*

much as

We at ths

some this

Aimu-

weThat is

topeopls
of the

I

the

Date
Household

of NoSample,ofName

Name

Village

activities

around

^f-,e permissie^
be gra

has

ujould therefore 
following questions.

Good morning/afternoon. 

student from the 
asking

University 

a bout 
interested m 

but also for 
this place 

about AimjJ»

Location •••

Sub-Locati*’"

This research 
President* 
could answer

Head
□f Respondent

□f Nairobi, do not know as 

ths phenomena called spirits, 

gaining this knowledge, 

later generations.

asking
for ourselves

are going

us what they know

□f you do

And we are

of the Office 

teful if

not only

why

tell

of Nairobi-
concerningI am a

My name

University
H this are askinil people quest!around this ai

Aimu, najini and even
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) Sex
StatusMa ri ta 1)

Monogamous

Education

OTHERuniversityU-VI1-lV5-71-4NO SCHOOL I

School
School( f )

Private •

Christian
Religion2.

Other .

aboutknow3. ■ Do you

Mission 
Gouernment

(b) Age ...
(i) Single

(ii) Married

- (i)
(ii)

(iii)

(i)

(ii) 

(iii) 
(iv)

Polyganious .«>•

(iii) Separated

(iu) Divorced

Occupation( d )

)

anything

Aiimu? Yes/No

( a

(

( c

Mosleni • • • • • 
Traditionalist
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think Aiimu really□tun opinion, do youIn your4.

exist?

(b) No
(a) Yes

If yes Why?(a)5.

them?imaginethink peopleIf No, do you(b)
(ii) No

(i) Yes

then whatthem,imagine
(c) If you

makes
• • o * *

« • • •

• • • • •

(i) e

Sadness •
• • •

stories
religionnoHaving

(b) No
(a) Yes

Alcohol
Heard

(ii)
(lii)
(iv)

(ui) Other 

••••••

think people 
them imagine?

Illness eg. Madness

..........
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If yes, who sends them?7.

8.

A Traditional Healer

A Medical Doctor

Why?

witchcraft works?9.
(b) No(a) Yes

does it work?If yes, in which areas10<
• «• • •

11.

(a)
(b)
(c)

If all your cows are dying one by one, and or, if 
child became mentally sick, whom

Do you think

your brother or 
would you consult?

If no, why?
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(b) No(a) Yes

(c) If yes how?

(d) If No why?

?

(d)^If

12. If a person is being attacked by Aimu can he/she 
get rid of them?

no why?

13. Do you think Aimu and witchcraft are different?
(a) Yes ...............  (b) No 
(c) If yss how
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- SECTIONquestionnaire

took place )incidentsujhe re( Near the places

falling at
14. Did you hear

P.N.K’sMr.

disturbing the
school?

(b) No(a) Yes

think about it?around here15. What did people

to fall?stonescaused thesethink16. What do you
• * 9 • •

(b) Witchcraft
(a ) Aimu

they?17. What
• • o o did the Aimu whyIf thrown by18.

o • ♦ •

. . . • •

19. If it was

the spirits>

we re • •
o

♦ o • •

stones that were

Aimu that were

(c) Other 
kind of stones were

20. But
of spirits

witchcraft, explain . • •

the spirits,

about the 

home or the spirits,
students at Itembukani Secondary

. © • • •

if thrown

throw them?

Aimu what kind
by

they?
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from?
VJhere21.

reside?Where do they22. .1.

they now?Where are25.
oo that spirits,knowdo people

By24.

Aimu are
9 9 • •

• . O • 0 •
. • o • * *

treat.How can we25.
caseA spirit(a)

• • e . •

. • e •

caseA witchcraft(b)

what other ways 
there? ••

O O .

© • . • O

did thosa spirits coms
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ONECA3E STUDY

[/. and the haoini story

ORIGIN.^

sick with awas
M. N. M

to behad come
with ancome Those toto it.andvery shrinewould

step-
During
ins ti tute there •

healed.would beIf that was

of his two

of a

twenty

one

to Mombasa.back each of theblood in
likeIgSSO-S muslimindressed up the oneto

in ahouses
must haveitpriests;

priests
mothers (he has 

that celebration

□f them a 

shillings.

step-mothers

cowrie

snd of 1971 it was
At that time he came

at each house, 
the remaining

black goats, 
and carried

spread

whenever he came
done he

killed two
the houses

simil^^
Arabic.

sprinkled
with them

worship places
home he

a mat,They
Arabs, and prayed 1 

used by

1alleged that Mr.J.M.K.
to

A PPCfJDIX TWO

so that

the shop of Mrs*
from Mombasa

Arabian medicine man.
big party and invite many paopl^ 

attend the ceiebration .ouXd inciode dancers,
and eiders, bis uncles and aunts, bis mother and 

tmo step-motbers), and bis sisters.
they mould bless bis gods and 

(mathembo) 9
would be worshipping/praying

. the housesOn the appointed day he
U- mndicine man and placed in each with the Arabian modicin

u a hundred shillings andshell and notes nf a bun

MR. 3. M.

They
blood in

language
been

Towards the
mental problem.

2 , informant, and told ber that be 
treated by bis father. He had

He was going to throw a
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where theymother’s house
From shell anda cowrie
killed the the otheras
money room□ • !<♦

sane
to be usedfrom

all the

dinners•for

their
at a

as

to
first set upone,the

to
It was

of fig(a typsMukuyu
fjthengenx

Its

is verysite

there they
third black

then on going
From then on

one, 
cultivated

metres
because

north
ferred

of the rooms,
took up one

tified, and in

was 
concealed

went to his own
goat and placed

they had done in
(from his mother’s 

which he kept

pre sent

under 
hundred metres

later trans

Tthembo
smalls r

(Ficus

(Ficus
next to one 

family name

hundred 

transferred

which were

his yearly dinners, 

that room, particularly women, 

collecting utensils

houses.

house), which he

utensils

for cooking and serving

allowed to enter
looted cooks when

under a
I / • ’

except his specially se 

the yearly

was at
Horaceae), about one

at Nthengeni Village, 
in a river,

in one

tree

south af’ his

its original plans

, inconspicuous and

step-mothers 

kwa mbaa ’K’sj 

»l<’s family)*

home/houses 

rificial places, 

become his

was sot up

sacrif ice
Hathsmb-O, that were 

personal shrines. One 

Vumbuni tree.

at Kanzui village

they went out to

by the
that belongs

farm
place, and is known

Ithembo (the 

the other one,

another llJnibjJ_trQS.
of his main homo

3 4-n its present site,

tree) about three

It was

no one was

Having
and to ins

from

1 home.
too opsn*

from the

with the
the two sac

to

Then Mr.
specially

finished
titute

then on going
□f them, the major

(loraceae), in
of his
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1st JanuaryThe researcher
but at no

time Ulas

close

uie re
This then, is how tli-

A bull and
instituted.

Blood wasshrines.

and aunts,

afrair.

animals were

they
ca

feast Nr

A bin firn was 
killed and

1965 and 1st January, 

foot of the main shrine at

made merry.

uriced the following:

visited these two shrines on

1987,

s h ri ne s, f'la U-iemb_o, 

made at each plfice,

sacrificed at each of the

Dressed in lessos and under

and

That was on 1st January,

1985,

sprinkled.

Arabian priest, prayers 
the Arabian priest

It was a

4

rried 

mere skinned 

staged, and people

JoM.K. anno

incantations were

planted some magical substanceo

While all this mas happening tlr.
by his Father and his thr-e wives, hrs unolos

and local priests and cinders. It ’Jias a public

1 972.

the direction of the
made in Arabic. Then

at each shrine, Ithemtio.

was accompanied

After the sacrifienc, the claughtersd 

back to his main home at fJthengenl, where 

and the feasting began. Kilumi dance was

During that merry-making

2nd January

he able to get to the

Yumbuni. because it is in their cultivated land, and too 

to the houses, about Fifty or sixty metres away.

a black goat were
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From

the beginning

bo be
to any one.

to

io
haVG

my

this dayAnd from Thewas

rosearcher
m.

nrVFLOPMFljTg.LATF.n

AT SCHOOL.(a)

and unn

5. n

u/ent to

months

were

will he hosting a party at

the first

in progress 

around 2.30 p.m.

uniterrupted

1983 when

s^^akwoL)

started

Even this year 

went there on 

; at around 3 p

day of oyp-ry year.

relatives 

of invitation

invited by word of 

invite people, 

That is what

5

mouth;

who might be far, 

gods

. O.M.K’s yearly parties 
outside world

students at

All of you

and friends for the 

will be sent

studsnts

to invite your

party, but no letters 

People have

announceme nt 

not allowed.

directed.

today onwards I 

□r every year, that is on 

will be required

then to

(198?) the party

1nt January, 

It had not yet

continued
until mid- 

Itembukani
V/hen the

six

reports 

secondary

researcher
later, those problems 

learning peacefully.

even radio

that party has been there, 

still held.

1937 and found it

Mr
oticed by the

about attacks on
school appeared

ponduct his
had been

gi rl
the local press.

studies there, about 
dealt uith and the
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that what had been

disturbing

Mr a

ma
CRrtificate,

the refore
ma

at
some

forcingschoolf

beds butthe girls’on
lizardsThe We X tthe omners.

on
auiay

6
tocame

for a
hostel left

came

of the same of
hit!

ujhe the r
day?

the attacking

of the things

it to

hostel 

(matelembu),

did not run

safari

uihich app

the girl-^

Hoi'J come

the

compound

did not

b usi nes sman

remo^^ed by KajiwG»

KajiwG ’s

had actually removed

found lying

seeing

filled the entire

M i- s s M . f 1 • K

and colo^'’^J

Put some

died when

visits (to the girls' 
such as lizards

bite them,

M.3 7

claimed that she

with the matron, certifying 

I'ini*

that happened

close douin, at least for

tar ted with

from lesser animals

(niiijiu), and snakes.

follouJing are 

Itembukani secondary 

a while.

were

immediately

ants, 
According

them alone, hut 

bit them 'both 

in number, 

differs nt

. J.n.K, 

jini had long been

had actually seen 

that he

The problem s 

compound)

safari ants

days, and were 

the snakes

they

the ants

Miss
day and night'* Th -n 

size 

killed.

actually 

following

He was however, told by respondents

the students w.rc majini belonging to one 

based at Mombasa, and that the

One informant

few day3.

theyso

said ths ants

the snakes, three

earsd on

vjondered
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Those

Mi ss 3 • K♦K

not to talk

ths
students were

same
She was

was

candle

She

like

Miss N.N saw aday
and strangled her.bedinto her

was

walking bottom it was

other students

She was then

had gone to swallowsunable

the school 

11 in the

loft her.

not experienced anything

Still on another

outside hear them.

The other

3102 ping
small whirl

a thing
strangled 
for sometime-

had been woken up by the
still sleeping.

strangled by a
be attacked.

when her assailant

for help, but could 

bed-mate (they

Later they began 

scratched on and knocked, 

several days and then, 

® complained that she 

ntire chapter of 'pressure* by 

' them* , the students, 

She

went to Wakuru, on excursion, 

hostel when she saw 

of ths douhls-He'^lor bods. The 

but at the

taught physics on the s

an invisible teacher, uiho admonished 

loudly lest those 

invisible teacher.

On another occassion, 

’man* dressed in white.student was
Miss H.M.k’ the next to 
rising to light a candle to study

her.

was not

to hear huttings, windows being 
things continued for

one morning a student by the name 
had been strangled and

so badly

a girl

pouncO.d 'on

not, until her attackors

sloop in doublo-dockors) had

that and mac sleeping comfortably.

10..... . mhirl mind mhich thrc-.u her

bay when

tried to scream

Her

On a

named Miss

on top

fcocogni^adle 

that all the 

left.
told her

had been
a woman.

to Nakuru

a figure 

upper part

The figure

J she alon-- 

that she was
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returning her plate

From

the but
headmaster

more

vjas

in one

Some

where
The

sata.ni

shook the

who wore
u,ho werethose

und.those

whole place !

standing

after supper,

front of her*
she said she

so
I tncluding 

seated

0 i ndn 

nioro)»

got to heaven 

moment something

singing 

wi mu

who never

Then they
their matron*

were

out to Join 

we reinside

„tani uJconttliE
will h'3 no

thquake 

the girls
and even

i foil to the gro

satan’s

a shadowy
was one day

, when she saw 
to fall down,

like a

violently
who were

I doublG-dsckor

figure in

and when she got up

then on many

including the Christian
14

another girl Miss M.M.

strangling reports wars trus.

matter to the a
advised them to

That night many

power
mighty

that both
arriving, •

beds

to no vail*

uthoritiss
sloop with

students were

12Another girl Miss K.M
at about 6 p.m

A force made her 
had been stranglsd.

more girls wore stranglad ssclyight, 

union leader, Miss 3.K. and 

belisved that those

decided to forwa 
The I

on the

no prep. Th^ 9^"^” 
Their lady teachers 

I with the matron.

About

The folloiuing day there 

□f their dormitories 

also came but remained outside

Of the girls did not joxn 

of them decided to remain in 

.indo, of tho Pla’’ 

knocked tvjice.
rost.n As they .9re going 

the song ■•TwaviM^tunJuti^^

" (when W3

At that

to sing.

talking

in the singing.

the other dormitory to 

those six girls

They got scared and- ran 

in, the girls

chat.
sitting

the

through
the lights on, 

strangled.
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loudly

lyhcro

them.uiho mor-)

luors

the

the ciroumstancss15 sums upbook report
Follo'JJs:that school asof

luhich led

Form

by

are
theirthem onpressing

them*

the

night*

20/5/83

23/3/83 Report

the matron

fours only

been brought

female figure 
and a lady

that they attracted very many 
at first

teacher have
Lights to remain onafraid.

because of this

Folloujing day, and thn press

Trip to Nakuru, 

from girls’

that some

Hhan they got up

but uihen they at

The log

to ths closuro

rushed out to the

coming to rescus

alloujsd to go home

paoplo

they could not see

last did, they all

met ujith the public

incident the girls

camo

attacking

ujas seen*

hostel has

mysterious persons 

the girls at night by dotun 

beds and chocking or

strangling

Some voices iL'cre heard and a

The headmaster, deputy 

addrossed the girls not to be 

throughout

to know about it.

They screamed so 

from the village.

the door mas, 

main gate where they

And
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24/5/85 A person

The
the Board oFsummoned

leaders

25/5/83

Governors

26/5/83 There wasit was
girls

like an
so

ca me Ahall-

houso

Board of GovernorfoF the
The executive2b/ decisions:
has

the
Due1.

whil® a

2.

[■

hostel is worsening.

some thing

The 
disturb the girls 

heard (mysterious

to the 
should be

is being

to intensify, 

oF Board oF
The mysterious 

office

Governors, 

to meet on

people continue

and chairman

mysterious people 

as s

whole village
The girls

bated above.
person) teoching physics 

headmaster has

shouted
Tor rescue.

night at the
was also

was
on topic of pressure.

an urgent meeting of 
administration, security and local 

26/5/95.

met and reached the
foars among 

sent home
sought.
I the matter.

continue to appear and

spent the

teacher’s 

mysterious porson^-

at the girls'

terrible.

fell down and
around

committee

folloi^^^S
hostel residents, 

immediately

The situation

Last night 
earthquake

that theloudly
rjothing was seen.

dinning

attacked by the

D.H.E.O.’s
informed.

students
solution

k fnr DC's advice on To seek ror
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chairman and
27/5/03

to SOlV’J

not noticed or

tuere

the

for Madaraka
school ha-"3

to half-term
e

holiday*

2/6/83

were
camo

evsn

that the maTold

happenings 

the hostel

in company 

chief have left

'called back 

back they were :

celebrations

Classes

Told to sleep 
if there was

and forget

a.ny thing

and that
.17

ujhich ore

will be re

ths past, 
removed.'

Hr.

adjourned

xtendsd

sumed on Monday.

of the
for Machakos to
to a conclusion 

hostel.

about
it had been

The mysterious 
gxpsrienced at

□ n how

6/6/83 and 
.16 thay cameThe students

; through radio

.. 18
Uni had been removed by Kajiue.

back on 
announcement.

wore 
after the girls 
under Mr. M.M,

entire

in efforts to come
the problem at the girls'

sent home- 
deputy headmaster.

J n H E.O. visits the school Deputy D.n»

The school 1^

The headmaster 

area assistant 

399 the D o C.



-187

(b) AT Hcric
at Itsmbukani secondary school

After

3 . M . l< ’talk on Mr.the

brothersyounger

DoO.to the area
from theirthem

that hethem and
houses.his ounand puth o us e emothers’

the family
started uith an

The
ue rsmothers

oneA • M • K 0 iMrs •-in-law.
and down and

heard sounds a She

others talking, But when the

the
day,

same
vjho-ui fa 9matter to her elder co

huikaauneano
andujiajjj'iilli^hwiw’atwo sa33 syeQ.M.Kc

na m o

we
V'ewIiHrv’ver

histhose arc

nd nois^^-'-^

still others

should be

thorn in

talking,
20

no thing«

wome n.

proble m

First the three

tlv’

their daughters

.qhou5.d

woke, up, opened 

thing happened

members in 1985o

attack on

attacked and then

of the step-mothe rs

ma.1 ini were

family
;i first to tho chief and then 

disturbing

raised up again by the 

complained -------

brother’s

i3u ni noai syak22.^

the disturbances

majini died down until it mas

Hr. J.H.K's

g|qg reported

running up
her door.

that their
told to remove

(3.M.K-

not be

a nd

the door, but saw 

f olloviing

told her:

hear people

g rj d s ) o
said,

bothered,

of pcopln

knocked on
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AJJ.K
At

to her washappening

told her.because they

They heard

Next

knocked on

doors.

Then
would come

in uihibe gown

time s
s They

the

the

vja s
Uli th

council was held.
tomeasures

following

ujard-off future attacks:

’ V i s i t D r s ’those
1 .

the

oneto

at the

that time Mrs.

also happening

and the

shrine .

l-ls

week kill

attacked.

and down in

offer any 

their father.

Then

a.rbK.

the

their *

beds and put

their

bill a'-, obh'^r

down on

learnt that what was

to the other women,

would be

announced uhe

Some personality

beds, and

From their

sounds and voices 

compound, othors taikino,

Mr. 3.M.K0

Father-should 

colour,

tho daughtsrs-in-l^w w-r-

of poopl^ running up

□nd still others

Xifted up
screamed and 

not able to
the matter

atrango happened.

to their

V/he ne ver 
following day bn krll’-ng

Ils should kill 
eaten by p^opl'’’-

. kill another
following

come ,
goat

some th ing
(kanzu)

the y

mothers-in-law
husbands

summoned

Floor.

who were

took up

and a family

hie

oT one

it at one

shrine

other

rLished to

solution.

Mr.
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killing shouldthat the
Only he

not
da te s

22nd.1ike 20 th ordayseven

to
Hhe never3.

Int US say
shilling onadd oneshould alwayshe

121 etc.101 ,51,^1,11,that is

thevje re
asAnd as soon

ujo reThereproblem stopped.

their .own
ujo rebrothers

liio re :Theyto observe#
rule s

smokedrink orNot supposed to(1)

inoncethanmore
(2)

otheru/ith ujomensexual interooursa

theirthan

amount,

with their mivss

hie

10/_, 20/-,

some body

taken,

like 11th,

The younger
also given

and regulations

father has to give money 

50/-, 100/-, -120/- etc, 

top of tha t

should observ/e

no more

21st or 31st,

a month

bR done on

Not to have sox

Not to have

mi ve s.

the se precautions
disturbances.
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but

At

brothers took upto u/hy the

to
According to this

In 1901 Mr. O.H.K
version,

to the area

were
they were

And because
tu/o agree

he

(4)

(5)

up together

their mothers houses.

D.O., Mr. K.I.M, the brothers 
but according to
brothers,

had all his young

Mombasa forjailed at

u/as because

mere violent.

in the cold.
attacks that ail the younger 

and demanded that he remoues 
They complained

Never to quarrel with their wives, no matter what happened.
Not to eat sheep’s meat or pork, not even beef, 

21 to be eating only goat’s meat.

version/reason as 
the government 

for them.
22

Nevertheless, the 
23

The brothers were not able to keep these rules, 
first they tried, but slowly they began to break one by 

And because they broke them, the attack 
this time it was

According
accused of stealing his money, 

Mrs. Z.M.M, wife of one of the young 
accused of plotting to kill Hr.

that the brothers were jailed, 
had them jailed, enmity started.

Another
this Family squabble
Mr. J.MoK proved too strong

the problem began in 1901.
brothers, their wives, and his cousins 

allegedly stealing his money.

one secretly.
from the unseen personalities resumed, 

They wore beaten up by unseen personalities.
And instead of their wives being lifted up and placed on 
the floor, they would now be carried and placed outside. 

It was thoroforo because of these escalated 
brothers of Mr. 3.M.K ganged 

his ma.Uni From
to the area D.O.
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majini□.H.K’s

brothers
in

some

of every
and On

thatto discuss
thenIt wasto knowcame

orhis moneyeither
behind bars#them put

from, his firmsresigned
were•. When they that theirthey

medicine man
Butfromma 1ini

This was

in

so
brought

he

other
above• This is

the
very

beingmeretheyujhen
the

man
mys

businesses

uihere they were

told him to have his 

of his

brolbhers.

bedrooms

happening

brought

uihole

, 1984/85

1
I

resign

of them managers.

brothersthese younger
that the party 

sacrif ice

and supervisors
asked them to

with them a 
their home.

their 

r<kanSJi)-

wives

visited

white go“'

familys

to harass

the years

that their

hosted at

Around 1981 

elder brother 

the beginning 

hearing that the 

3.H.K

stealing

another

iini

that he

to his gods.
information, and Mr.

that he accused them of

kill him, and had,

stronger
tated

bad for

dressed in a
by a

ma
majini)j 

would die

(removal
even thought

year was a

plotting to

Around 1979 Mr.
and cousins as managers

\\3 accordingly
working and ho omployed them, making 

somebody informed
had ma jini

aS s

brother
from Mombasa, u)ho remo

j.M.K. replaced them
Later, that is.

man from Pemba

And for

was

And because
brought

Mr*
1981/82.

medicine
their home.
3„M.K became

vived.
sick

That is when
the

time
terious

roleasod they
had learnt

Hence

of the

in

and camo home-
owned majini. they 

ved the

immediately*

in 1984 the brothers
, who, agai-^ removed all the
that reason fremoval of

that it was
heMr.

but he sur
m.ajini uhich began

during

brothers met
about it.
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the

chaired the first
Accompanying

Police Boss
and the assistant

On the
the eldest son

Theand their tu/o mothers*

hospital*
chairmanship the same

uiasclan.man of Ethanga

COMPLAI NT
elder brotheraccused their(a ) All the brothers

them.

is done at the(b)

all of them and neighboursThat he makes(c)
through

he had beenThat(d)
ten year. to cleansefrom the D.D.they(e )

athe home

wanted a permit
Ndundu oath.

meeting to try 

the government side were, 

(O.C.S), chief inspector B.M; the chief, 

chief for that area Nr. D.N.

On 21/7/86 the area D.O., 

and solve that family dispute, 

the Divisional

beginning of every year, 

a party for 

bewitches them.

more than

The same group met again on
0.0., hut at that time the chair- 

also present.

Nr. O.M

the father; Nr.O.N.K,family side were 
and the accused; all the six young brothers, 

third mother was then in the 
28/8/86, under the

Nr. K.I.N,

the D.0. on

fir. P. N • ,

So, Nr. J.M.K's brothers had no alternative but to report 

matter to the government for redress.

Nr . S.N•

Mr. O.M.K, for bewitching
They said that the bewitching

Therefore
and administer

which he
hosting that party for
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(a)

administered.oath to be
from their

(b) The

father’s

a.M.K ujasMr.
ujithout

the party
(c)

the D.O.a
be

The chairman(b)

asfirst gave
to theclan to take up
stated above

in future.ma t te r

brothers were

land and buy theirs

told to move away
if they felt that

requested that the case 
and taken back

them.

removed from the go 
Ths D.O.

Ths D.O. refused to grant permission for the ndun.d^

That in future
letter from

of the clan
vernment offices

his ruling,

bewitching
should'not be given

the clan.
and alloiiJsd the
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CA_S£ STUDY - TWO

3.M.H* AND THE MA31 Ml STORYMR.

when

lumps of

the

also hit and the

mischievous boyseither some

could steal.

them.

stones
Such an

man.

One day a

home there•
goingshe was

were trying
But when they

the month of November, 1984, 
started to fly in through

inside •
So he left

the problem
Problem started in 

earth and other objects 
wall and the roof, and landing onto 

corrugated iron sheets were
the space

chilren’S beds.

doors knocked on.

to the

of the area's

through and to

On the way she passed at the 

tell him the troubles

child of Hr. 3.M.N mas hit by those 

and its mother decided to take it

neighbour'

employed 

unauthorised

them away so that they 

things intact

grand

invisible personalities

divisional dispensary.
assistant chief to

leave her bigger son

was too

and make sure
their door or threw any stones at 

In the evenings the watchman 
knocked but on flashing

At the sametime• himself
on his torch he 

would still be
QXperionce 

that job and ran away. .

or thieves
At first they suspected

to scare 
found all their

s place, they
a watchman

the night at a 
All the same they 

that no

after spending 
changed their mind, 
to guard their home

either knocked on
did not help.

doors being
anything.

roof and the people 
scaring for the watch-

between the
Later the

person
But this
would hear the

would not see 
hitting the
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aside to rsliovQ himseir
the head so hard that

The mother had
Thistherefore

to the
her own home.

chief’s mo the r

Theinvisible

followed there

Yet

and never

back.came
it mas the daughter of Hrto Hr.

hit.

the

situationto assess

t mentioned above, 
the home of Hr.

could render

stone from noivhero, hit him on 

and bleeding.

the complaint ...
isitod

luhat help they

neighbour of hers, though not very 
relating her story, her bigger 

But while he was doing

3.H.W.

close o

used for rolling up 
servant girl

□ f the daughters-in-law went to the 

beatings and seek some 

there, waiting to

them to the hospital.

researcher by the assistant

on another day

On another day one 
report about the

But while she was 
knocked down by the same 

other daughter-in-law went 

But she too, was

son went

While the woman was

it, a
he rushed back screaming 

to take both of

The assistant chief is a

place to

Following
administration vi 

and see

so hard that, she, 
This was disclosed by Mr.

M.S.2^ ,

information was given
who saw it happen in

the stick
chapaties rose up on its own and hit thexr 

like the watchman, ran away
M.N.^^Sut according

□.M.N who was

police station to 
help from the police.

she was slapped and

divisional
the

be at bended, 
personalities.

seek refuge.to her parent’s

and beaten.
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discussingthere,
According toresumed•

Thehit at this time.tuas
Mr

family being bsaten

They

J.M.N’sof Mr.its own

And agrand

and hit

beating upbe seen
was

of thealthough none invisible
was

they
attackers. andas

and witnessedthere

B.M,theMr •these

the O.C.S; Mr.

assistant chief. among

from

took their
But even

ujent to
were

and

with razorcut
Theykerosene.and also

beatings were, 

P.M., Senior 

others.

A.A., 

chief and Mr.

28

blades,

failed to get help 

in-law 

husbands work.

there, they 

attacked.
had their

had no peace

But while they were 
if to mock them, ths beatings

J.M.N’s daughter
witnessed the

helpless
suggestion

yourselves

The government officials

the government, 

children and

29Mr. J.M.N’s

Nairobi, where
followed by the

stoned, pierced
food soiled, adde^d^ pepper

even there.

a shoe

with the family, as

invisible personalities 

with needles.

a lump

Mr. M.S,

administration
The only 

..look into that matter among
I. 27 they left.

administration group 
invisible personalities. for example, saw

and hit one 
rolled itself up into

Sticks could

who were

then 0.0.J Mr.

B.M.M, the

They were

up by the

brush rise on
table-cloth

another member of the family.
people, and others being slapped, 

outsiders was beaten. But the 
before those

could give was,

a family",

children.

Having

two daughten­

ths ir
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united their forces to

At last one of the sons
but none mas

Mr.
him a horn

He

and
"I want

Mr. K.M
And

home
1985.

at around 6 p*m,arriving

Mr
them what wasto tell

around the
That day

received.was

the ma.jini >

The

The

the

tree-top
but he came 

corked

by Mr* 

informant

K.M, travelled all the way 

found him at fJamanga. 

it and tell 

and told it,

Kajiwe gave

it what he wanted

them.

Saudi Arabia

in a

but he was sure

After that Mr. K.M

Kajiwe.

told him to spit on 
dons. Mr. K.M spat onto the horn 
ths harrassment of my people to 

immediately it stopped, 
morning, when hs said it and the 
Mr. M.S., the informant, did not know 

that it in the month of february, 
brought Kajius home with him, 
in the month of March, 1935.

disturbing them the
they never slept before
With the help of his magical poiuer 

number, and started interrogating 
that they had been brought from 

3,('l,fJ’s younger brother.
when the Majini mere caught 

and found the four majini

. T.„. •’ “J*"'

homestead and promised 

fallowing day at 3 a.m. 

that information 

he caught

stop immediately".
It was exactly at 10 a.m. in the 

beating stopped, 
what date it was,

Mr. a.M.N*s family therefore
They contacted several medicine menlook for a solution.

able to help them.

to Tanzania to look for

was
following

bottle.

four in

m^ini said

g.M.N, that is

52 pot there

day
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All the fourThe bottle was
Threeblack in colour

at the bottom of thehad by then
wide as theabout 2 cm.bottle•

nip
and was swimmingstill alivewas

Mr.
to diealso going

ma.iini
Mr. Hewith honey.trading

from sent the ma.iiniHe

inheritated
tohome

the
land so that he of

it luasrefused to move,
killed, sobeJ.M.N and theirMr. to inherit

there
S.M.N.Mr.brother,

his property

Tsuma
removingAfter

of Hr.the homeat

peopl®
whe n

he

home •

peopl®

some

that the two sons

that when the

filled half-way with water.

and looked like sticks.

THEY HAD COME
had brought the

remainedVJashe 

months, treating

But

about

old man finally died, 
except his younger

HOW AND WHY

brother

Saudi Arabia 

wanted ths rnaj.ini to make

□uict them

whole place.

his presence,

(tip) of a

jinni was

ma.jini were

and

up and down.

no one

the ma.iini Mr.

J.M.N for about three 

witchcraft paraphernalia.

(particularly Mr- S.M.H) conplaln.d

IPft and »ant back to hl.

They were 

kilometric ball pen.

, looked slightly bigger 

Tsuma Washe assured them that the Irving 

and it did.

famili®®

would be

died and were lying
long and as

Ths fourth one, which

j.MoN’s younger 

when he was 

him rich.

from their

But when he
to his brothers

could own

decided
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TWO

S. H. N

Nairobi.
co mo

The

and the
on

door These

door he Thenknock.
day

Butthe door.
Hs uias

and abow, arrows
took ahe

before

therestanding

humanHe saw

theF rom down

hard
Ho

cheek
j^it him on

he
down •

swollen.

his Email
allseeing

ser

man.

they
On

thonThey

they?ujoe koneAfter it at
and

trapset a

vantsJ

and rescue

procee

using

this from

Mr. Mutua,

the old

their

chie^•
I
I

hs was

ured down.

like by

caught

first repor

ded to

their
mid-night.

tall fire­
downwards

the home

magical pouter

his name

opening

being 
mould not see i 
time, but one 

called.

One day as

food po 

scratched
a dog

ted to the area's

□ F

could be

jaw was

the jiDHi-

outside.

being; two legs 
and grabbed xt.

home, 

ju,r. Muiariti

arri^nl

Mr. Kajiwe, who was
Hachako. sent his three 

3nd Mr. Bhakari to come

With Kajiwe*s

another jinni- This time 

daughtew-in-laa had not yet 

cooking, the sauce pan was

At night ho would hear his

J but on opening the 

disturbances continue 

hs heard

like figure

it looked like a
Mr. O.M.N put 

the ribs so
and he fell

decided to send 
to finish Mr.

that it

V/hen he

his-arms

screamed.

rose up

mads out.

hit it by
the

it again, but hisIt then
bid not see

£XDRCI5H JI 
departure, Mr.

the aim was
back from

ouerturned,

a very
waist

anything.
it was a

told to open
sword.

assistant
Mr. 3.M.N.

for

for some
being
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which
corked□

It

was It
Hl

tuj o Theyfind dovin*
was

when it wasnot bherf5
the

caught butman,

from the

than

ge rvanfcs

After

gpemy

He tree

et intopot 9
went

bAlo«^

it no

family and 

witchcraft

around the 

that a

Informant, 

but wae

far much

2 inches

thumbs•

active, swimming up 
34 

Ka J J-wn .

removing 

protected

attacks-

the
the

for

tree,

the home, 

kids was
forest and 

rssearcher

stream.

and bite

or it®
gnvo ral

sent.

very 

their master, Hr.

oTjiOlJSlISWilS

against rutura

,,, „.nn,v did not give op. 
tpe

bigger
35 

long.

f le w 
It also 
down a ® 
x«<3 shown waa »'•

treated the 

ma.iini end

S3'." it,

Mr. Ho 5.,

a gont 

-through 

, is below

the Qoaistant chief was sent for. 

bottle of fanta,^ 

(manukato)• 

wido as

on top

3.M.N, but it could 

ted members, 

and then 

flying

contained some per 

black in colour,

It looked like

It only

disappna’^®'^’

ched

because

of all

The following morning

Ho found tho jinni P'"-

run,nd liquid nubstance

about 3 inches long and as 

fish and had whiskers.

took it to

s uropea n

This one was 

It was about

sent a dog to como 

the protected home 

homestead

Aftnr that a cock wan

□ r gons eucalyptus, 

uld not get into 

ujith its two 
eucalyptus 

forest. This 

qet and the

their

Even then,

and povor

It looked like a 

ujaist upward.

tho first four.

times

It came

their

it also

SB pt.

Last
red 

whinh 

the eu

home •

away* 
disappp^-

treaf^>
both

was

bold that:

visible only

and P^^’’

And
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THE ANIMALS WERE SENT TO ATTACK

MR. 3>

were
did.

attacks#protectednow

home •

researcher

there• is givsn to
himself has even fear,brother Mr#

to him.for

he found one
The children are

been told to

him by his younger 
nothing can happen

eat whatever
3.M.N, without any

They said yes.
animals but ma 

could not do

From that time
The family

When they later
whether they had seen

told them that those were
□.H.N’s

not ordinary
family members, but

against ma.iini

school.

there has been no othier 

even those
ma.1 ini attack.

who had fled to 

visited their home on

of the daugfiters-in-law 

a ttending

Then Mr. Kajiwe
jinx sent to attack Mr.

the family was

first question was

to this day
is living in peace;

When the
on 28/11/06

so because

When these animals uerc appearing, Kajiwe’s servants 
still there and they saw them, just as everybody else 

went to their master, Mr. Kajiwe»s 
those animals.

Nairobi have come
6/11/86 and

and her children
Mr. 3-M.N

MHW IT WAS KNOWN THAT.

ri, fj>s FAMILY.
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CASE STUDY - THREE
K, AND THE MAJINl STORYMR, P> N.

They heard
The stoningstones

time for about

It started at
This

6 a.m. and

lumps

tuff came
time •

at night#or

mischievous passersby#

are an

no longer 
for exampls> be

being hit, not 
the door included

opposed to
been 

but where the volcanic

ORIGIN

Problem started on 24/12/82 at 7.30 p#m.

P.N.K’s house.

On 25/12/82 and

(There 
home #)
effort to

innocent boy who

after their house

So they
catch the culprit#

At first 
at least two main 

decided to conduct a
On 26/12/82 they caught 

happened to be passing by when 
had been stoned.

restricted

they o

in the morning

hitting the roof of Mr.

an hour and stopped.

stoning changed.

or so and stopped.

time the door

The objects that were 
□f broken pots 

the quartz (ordinary 
hitting the roof. There

the roof.

of earth, pieces 

(building stones), as 

stones) luhich had previously

stones in that area, 

From then on the stoning was

They could,

continued for half
26/12/82 they were again stoned at the same 
half an hour each day.

they suspected some
-in foot paths close to their 

secret research in

But on 27/12/82 the
continued until 7 a.m. 

□f their house was the one
hitting

and volcanic tuff

a very
pened the door

are quartz
from nobody knows.

to any particular 
stoned during the day, early i
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innocent and ignorant of what they were

asking him*

sometime theyAfter
inwho

but nothe home,

to

too manyrc por ters,

These many

down\/isitors seemed to be

incident was
solution to the

information
fivefour or

away.
did not give the

months 
indifference

The boy pleaded
He was let go.

stationed their men

arreste were

Everyday some

enquire how they

even broadcast over the

broadcasting corporation, London

ordered his family not to
( , 4- i-hore aboutthis researcher w-.

he' me t wi th a 
family members.

interested in popularizing 
stoning problem.

Voice of Kenya
36

were
of K.N.A., Machakos

continued to
friends and neighbours

faring, and they were
published

pooplo flocked into that home.

omborrassing questions, the family

family any room

hit the homo.

would come 

toldo But when Hp. Mbugua 

the story, folloued by other

And

want there
lot of reeistance and

37

because of
stopped giving 

trampled 
for privacy.

the matter
The sanie 

and by the British
Therefore, Hr.P.H.K 

to anybody.

informed neighbours and the police, 
the coffee plantation around 

made although the stones 
sympathetic

the too many
information

and

So when
later,

from the

out any
the crops

They only
without offering any
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Among the

M.P, with

th 3

his co

□ecrebary
that V

Among

e.g

ujhi ch

said but to
ujcnt there.

uia ll<s

no

. KajiwG

Hr.D.C.
with

accom
to gi^°

At the same

to come
son,

which he

Kajiuie

were.
Then he

way some

the

one
was

would
From

that was

Mr.

strippat^

both flachakos 

included school

class,

unciliers;

and V.0. K

the then

went there

neighbours 
the permit 

time they
and help them,

teacher, Mr 

and vjananchi.

pleading

did not work-

to comi3

the groups

. Mumbuni High 
with their 

insitutions

that Family during

O.C.P.Dj Machakos; Mr.

Mr. N.M; the

parties, 

want there

choirs, theologf^^l 

of life, also 

, 38 
vail*

bs brought to deal 

p,M, reFused to 

throe times, sometimes 

and friends mho

J but on each 

were also

stones
and others

homes
dressed up

then on 
disturbing

secretly
sont his own

that time were
fj.f], the then area

K.A.N.U National Organising
and Nairobi.

that way.
tead, sprinkling

and addressed
thousand peopl°,
„ P»c., W
39 them.

It mas suggested that Mr 

the matter, but 
Mr . P • N’ 

thising

He removed

distinguished personalities mho visited

Mr. P.M, D.C. Machakos;

staFF From
isited that home

School 'A' isvel C.R.E.
H.M.K; churches,

From all

'Jhcn he came
rooF where the 

some this

give permit.
panied by symP^ 

pleaded mith the D.C. 
occasion he refused.

with Mr. Kajiwe
Instead Kajiwe 

and do it* 

naked and climbed onto the

all the stones, throming

Climbed down and went 

herbal concotion.

I the gathering, which 

told them that 

the thing

Prayers were

Kagwe
himsslF

around
that he

than
AFtor

not isss
there
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But after a feui days the stoning resumed.

the majini more

P.N.K. and

her son.

food soiled.

soiled•

stoned and mereOthers were
Mr. N.M.K

chief, Mr.T.H.H

how

Ils
the

it and

stone.quartz

N.H.K and Mr. H.M.K,

above

the women

his meals under a
Even then he was

one
sexual intercourse

also present when the
A1

attacks were reported.
particular ths daughter of Mr.

, her son used to eat 
have his

targets and in
According to fir. 

table, fearing to bo stoned or 
stoned and had his food

handed it over
carried it away

soiled, when a
assistant chief.

to the Voice

with them.

the
43

happened

momen used to disappear

njaJini), leaving their husbands in

of nr.P.N.K's daughters-in-law denied having had any

luith the spirits.

was in
to eat it.

the kitchen 
stone hit one 

collected the stone and later
of Kenya staff, who photographed 

It was just an ordinary

It bas also been said (by Mr.
and others) that the majini used to play sex with 

in that home, including any visiting women who
to spend the night there. And that at times the

at night (perhaps carried by
the bed. But Mrs.M.K,

After Kagwe’s failure to remove
This time women were the main

family members were being harrassed.
th.lr .t.. being e.ll.d .0- h. .dvi.ed th..

On another occasion the area chief, Mr.T.H.H 
investigating how their food was being 

of his officers, Mr.W.M.N,
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stoned*Both family

but was not hurt as

was •

to

stonsd soHe wasstone any one.

a
Mr.

too
was
and on

denied

being

* place

□f thesebecause
fromto migrate

has been peace.

attacks, ths family decidsd 
consulted a Mombasa

that place.

assured thsm

twenty shilling note

N.H.K, who

Therefore,

then 

and fifty cents 

He was

But Mr.
the ma 

wealth (including

was stoned

so ha rd

This information
H.M.K on 

(jointly) on

Mr• B•K.N,

that he had to go to
Hr. ■

was given by Mr.
, & Mrs B.M.1^5 

that he saw any money 
admitted that

ran back home.

members and outsiders wars 
P.N.K, admitted that he 

several times, but was not hurt as much as his father
According to him, his father was hit on the head 

Machakos General Hospital
T r ■ of D.C's office, Machakosbe stictched. Mr. J.k, j 

believing that the ma.iini could actually
hard that he immediately

ma iini can
to your home.

came there not

On another day the majini dropped 
(kshs.2O) infront of the family members. 
... pr...nt then, .coked th. jaJiii 
t.o .hllUh,. .nd nrt, cent. (.h..2/50) .h-c t..nt. 
Shilling ma.ii.ni note was. He was stoned so hard that e 

. hnmp This information about money that decided to go home. mi. i" 
.. . hv Mr. H.M.K on 8/11/84 

dropped by ma.1 in 
2D/1/85 and by Mr 

N.H

son of Mr.

They 

that if they migrated there

And sure enough, from mid-1984, when theymedicine man who 
would be peace.
migrated to this day, there

12/1/85.
thrown by the majini.- however, 

transport wealth (including money) from one
He is uncle to Mr. P.N.K's wife.
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shillings for his advice

At that time

But the
ujould be paidhe

six
failure Mr.

M r •and was
but she

whole wbrld’.
• whowith

VJA S ATTA CKIJiGWHAT
PoN.K’s familythat Mr.

All behalf ofB . N« K , o nMr.
thatmen

the
Kagwe

the recame

be i nguje re

ofnone
But

answer.cleara

answers

forme rM.M,That Mr.(a)

hisawa y
else .

whoM . KMr.elder
That Mr.(b)

forauja y

wo ma n Ga
come

hewhe n
in

s to nings 
naked by the

, who had been 
refused to go

target of the 

had been seen

brother y

(possibly 

deserted her

that

the medicine

y said that they

agreed

( co

only two

when asked why
seemed to have

also given

hero
back home.

sent him

p . N. K ’ s

additional

daughte r

somebody

KagwQ Kajiwe
P.FJ.K’s daughter

ma.iini.*
jilted woman

a ma n

they had snatched 
married to

had sent them maJijji. because 
wife and son, and got her

the interviewees 
summarized as follows:

husband of P.N.K’s

there to remove

can be

the main

was being
family said that

, including Mr.

attacked by ma.ijjji..*

He promised to come 

gods allow him. 

twenty shillings, 

thousand shillings,

TMEM AND WHY?

the ma.jini

had been

had married

decided to
retaliation

47
9

in Tanzania)

medicine man was paid

was paid

those ma Jini

The
nsultation fee).

whenever his

the interviewees 
attacked by ma.1 ijlk* 

almost all
Kajiwe

many years
but later

Therefore

attacked them.
Their
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visited himfemale jirini,said that a
P.N.K’sHr.of the

Hr. H.Kbtacked because

in theHe was staying
had no

uji thsame
ma ji ni_

p. N. K(c) turned

That

what
ujncd ma

admitting H.Hfir.them angry*
had done withhe

fornow
Hr*

not treating

at the beginning 

thereforo

to make

that they bought 

p.N.K was

w h y >

a btacks•

home was

family of his own.

PUJ.K’s family*

i and that for some

a gai ns t
is probably

that he o

compound

that Hr*
- * i well•

ma.iini together ’ 

suffering

being a

ho opted to go

iini and revealing

was

It is even

heard saying

p.W.K and

his majini.

reaso ns

him and s

himself owns

best known to him,, his nSJilli 

tartod attacking his family.

away instead of

That Hr.



209 -

based atbus!passman10adi ngi.M.K is aHr.1.
allngod

Mombasa.

which hefor

gf every ysar.

ons
She2.

andtwice,

vias

3.
terrorizing ths ywhs n

school

beingwe rs of ths
thisHoweve r,

(

one.stronga
this

4. on
i.e

her.

what her
did

If to
Hr. M.N.M byormembers to Hrs.

wa s thers.
This5* godsone asHrs.

are

10/12/04.01or onm>J£

1905of
Miss6.

It is 

hosts a party

shrine.

though

aijaU

i)

chief informants 
family*

g j.

that the ma
I te mbukani 

.that is>

not have 
gj-l.h himee

interviswad

uiho ga'^n

tolling
to any

, 55,

□ r Mr. g.II.K's 

l/l/05,

Mrs. M.N.Mo

data on
■7,1^/y/^'^ depending

Ths

step-no

family

anri a momber 

interuinnerl on

iini. that mere 

go condary

Sometimes

sya

vorifyresearchsr

said

students nt

J « I- hhi 3 time J escaped at thi^ 
transferred to

is just one

that he owns majini, 

,, at the beginning

Thn respondent 

different date, 
informants family

the date.

It has been

1/1/85 ga^'n
on

od to
ode.

ths new

views,

(nsai
fl, M . K •»

information 

rt.M.K.
of 11’^’

reforr

gimply

of the

Bxts ndad

vjo rc
access
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1985 class jointly
7.

interviewed on
interviewed,

vjas given3. K. K ’ sHiss8» who

including She
strangled

s
who9. as one

men the

on
by

7/12/84N.N’s nameHissID.

Hiss11.
E.U. I 'l 0 ri 10/12/84nd by Hissa

Hiss12.

Hiss13.
see

7/12/84.Hiss

Hiss14.
r

studentsThese

afterbecause

Someaway.
and townscities

to

that school,for entries
ois

or15.

onnotes

respondents

firmed during

□f them go 

different

H.H.K ori

3,H.H and

were

10/12/04.

of

his deputy.

of those

interview

Log 

entered 

taken

studies

their far away
to look

.H and Miss M.O both of

3,1<, I< and others.

3.K-K on

attacked.

complo ting

back to

fficial 

headmaster

was given

luas given by Miss 

10/12/b4.

by Hiss

co n 
taught physics.

was another

ti.H’s name was given 

could not be 

their

was first
firmed that she was 

Interviewed on
tudent whose

Hiss J.M

by Hiss
cached for co 

they went
homes

Hiss H.H.
tioned by many

□he con

and others 

employ'"®''^' 

the

name was

H.H's name

3.K’s name

H.3. (jointly),

name

the uncooporative 

and later

by all those

as the onestaff, 

taught physics.

actually strangled and later

7/12/84.

3.K.K on
mmsnt

was given

by Hiss
K • H’s name

was given

above»

book

only by the 

24/1/95



211

16.

24/1/85
intervicuj.17. 10/12/84,

18. f
ssid that sheuiho

thenfirmed that she saw
J.K.K onHiss19.

ce
A.H.K herself,

Hrs •20.
interview,

Interview21. 6/11/86

22. brothers.
and Hrs.

that problem

in 1981. and cousinstheir wivesZ.H.M adds.Hrs.23.

to see histo the prison

24. on
of the

of Mr.neighboura25.
□ n O.H.N, interviewed onof Hr.H 0 8 o,Hr.26.
28/1l/86. this

AssistanttheB.H.H,Hr.2 7^ ujhichthat groupinformation
n. n.

rtificate.
H.N.H heard this

and cousins.
first interview

B. H. H

O.H.N, interviewed

started

’including
The informant.

by Hiss H.H.K on 

shown Kajiwe’s

Hiss O.K.K,

This information was given
and Hiss 3.K.K were

ce r tif ioa te •

Chief, >“ho gave 
had accompanied

3/'\/^7 co

Miss J.M.r4 and Miss H.3, jointly intervismod on

interviewed on

was in

Hr. M.N,
22/1/85.

grandson

fiance
This information mas given 

Assistant Chiof, Hr.

on behalf

who was not

Both the D.O, Hr.
Z.H.H, wife of one 

21/1/87, agree

from Hrs.
of the researcher.

during an

with Hrs. H.N.H.

K.I.H, interviewed on 

of the young

who were in HombasaS

yet married, used to go

and met these other wives

during the

22/1/85.
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28.

V/hen the29.

on
to Nairobitheir children and gonelatu had carried

ujhe r e
onInterview with Mr.30.

interview.
31 .
32.

On33.
which wasof Mr.

said it- was
by Kajiwe

theB.M.M,Mr.34.

3.M-N, interviewed onMr •35.
28/11/86

B.K.N,given by Mr.36.
P.N.K on 1934,in November,

Ths37* of Mr.
P.N.K’s family1 o a r n bit wasbecauseaway rela tive •afterwas

Januaryin

Chief during the interview.
visited the home of Mr.O-M.N

first appeared in the Daily Nation of 
area’s Assistant

30/10/86
M.S., grandson of Mr.

This information was
1 05
first visited that area

P.N.K and went

from his clieni-s*
Assistant Chief, second interview,

3.n.N,

xntsrvisu'od

20/11/86.

17 years, grandson 

grandson, interview.

at the home

mourning
,585 and - n . no™

son of

He camo again

These names

Mr. M.S.

Mr. M.S.

their husbands work.

M.3, grandson of Mr. J.M.N,

of Fir. J.M• N,

17/1/85 and were also given by the

Mr. M.S,

23/11/86 this researcher saw a heap

covered with a white cloth, 

the witchcraft items collected

22/1/35, it was learnt

researcher first

that his two daughter-in-

Mr.
researcher

three neighbours

that Mr-
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38 .
P.N.K,8 . I< . N,and by Mr* son

39 .
aH.M.K,Mr40 .

P . N. I<□ f Mr.

and undo to Mrs.P.N*K,
41 ..

42 .
in— laiy of* Mr*P®N»K

53 .. ujith them.

J.K was
44

Mr.

& Mrs.Mr45 •

Mr.46 •

Mrs •

Mr.47 •

Mr. in
twenty-

but said he

as a

This48 .
the interview.

vKRsjrr w f^^^moiKr

of Mr.

14/1/B5. 

alleged

Information given by Mr.

of Mr.

interviewed on
55,

neighbour 
and 20/1/85.

66 ,

N.M.K,
P.N.K, -interviewed

72, and unmarried
bee n

interview.
condary school teacher and 

, interviewed on 8/11/84

M.K,
M.K* denied having 

had lived for

Information
H.M.K during the first intsrvieu,, 

B.H.K, 83 and 75 respactivsly i
Interviewed on 

and uncle to

neighbour
15/1/B5.
chief, interviewed on

But Mrs. M.K, one of the daughter- 

denisd that ths wajini played

Intsrvieiued

that Mr.

T.M., the chief, on 17/1/85 
on l0/l/85.

38, so

are close 
, 12/1/85.

Mr. N.M.K,

Mr. R.K.N,

neighbours of Mr. P.N.K.
66, also a neighbour 

on 15/1/85.
; intsrvie’oad on 

to Tanzania as 

four yaars

Mr. T.M.M,

Mason. , . „hv Mr. H.M.K, during cas given by
, Mr- P.N.K s*neighbour

hit was given by 
o n 8/11

Uganda
i nf orma ti o n

He is a


