
Evaluation of a proposed clinical case definition of paediatric acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome 

Abstract: 

OBJECTIVE: To evaluate the proposed criteria against the laboratory parameters and to identify 

the clinical features with the highest predictive value in the diagnosis of paediatric AIDS. 

DESIGN: A cross sectional study. SETTING: Kenyatta National Hospital, Nairobi. RESULTS: 

More than twenty three per cent of the children studied were seropositive and 14% were 

diagnosed as having AIDS. Almost 70% of the children studied were below 24 months. AIDS 

was significantly associated with mouth lesions, both ulcers and oral candidiasis, skin lesions 

especially eczema and generalised pruritic dermatitis, prolonged cough, prolonged fever and 

generalised lymphadenopathy. The WHO criteria had a sensitivity of 60%, a specificity of 94%, 

positive predictive value of 60%, and negative predictive value of 94%. The Nairobi diagnostic 

criteria had a sensitivity of 80%, a specificity of 79%, a positive predictive value of 38% and a 

negative predictive value of 96%. CONCLUSION: The Nairobi Diagnostic Criteria are superior 

to the WHO criteria as a screening test due to their higher sensitivity, 80% against 60% for WHO 

 


