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ABSTR AC T

The main o b jec t ive  o f th is  s tu d y  was to in ves t iga te  fa c to rs  

which in f luence  educationa l and occupational asp ira t ions  o f  

secondary school s tu d e n ts  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t ,  Kenya.

The hypo theses  g u id in g  the  s tu d y  were th a t  s tuden ts ' 

social b a c k g ro u n d ,  personal and school re la ted fac to rs  in f luence  

th e i r  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions .  These fa c to rs  

were cons idered  to be im po rtan t since they  have not been 

inves tiga ted  in N yandarua  D is t r ic t .  The sub jec ts  fo r  th is  s tu d y  

were 279 form two s tu d e n ts  who were the f i r s t  secondary 

school s tu d e n ts  u n d e r  the 8-4 -4  education system. They  came 

from f ive  secondary  schools selected from Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

The data fo r  the  s tu d y  were collected from September to 

November, 1987. A tw e n ty  item que s tionna ire  was used to 

co llect the da ta . The  que s tionna ire  was adm in is te red  to the 

sub jects  in th e i r  respec t ive  schools.

The re s u lts  fo r  the  s tu d y  ind icated th a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  the 

s tuden ts  (77.1%) hoped to con t inue  th e ir  education a f te r  

completing secondary  school education (12 years o f  formal 

e du ca t ion ) .  They  had h igh  educational asp ira t io n s .  A b o u t a 

q u a r te r  (22.9%) o f  them did not hope to con tinue  th e ir  

education a f te r  form  fo u r  level o f education . R egard ing  

occupational a s p ira t io n s ,  about ha lf  (52.3%) o f  the respodents  

had low occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  They ind ica ted th a t  th e y  

would like to jo in occupa tions which do not re q u ire  U n iv e rs i ty
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education as e n t ry  requ irem en t. One h un d red  and t h i r t y  th re e  

(47.7%) o f the respondents  had h igh  occupational a sp ira t ions .

T he y  ind ica ted th a t  they  hoped to jo in  occupations wh ich 

re q u ire  U n iv e rs i ty  educa tion .

The resu lts  o f  te s t in g  the  hypo theses ind icated th a t  the re  

was no s ig n if ica n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts ' social 

backg round  fac to rs  (s tu d e n ts ' res idence , marriage type  o f  

s tuden ts ' fa th e rs ,  fam ily  s ize, fa th e rs ' education and occupa tion , 

mothers ' education and occupa tion )  and th e ir  educational and 

occupational a sp ira t ions .  How ever, a s ig n if ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  

was found between s tu d e n ts ' pe rce ived  academic a b i l i t y ,  the 

ty p e  o f school a ttended (s ing le  s e x /m ix e d ) ,  age and th e ir  

educational asp ira t ions .  No s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  was found 

between the th ree  va r iab les  (school t y p e ,  age, s tuden ts ' 

perce ived academic a b i l i t y )  and the s tu d e n ts ' occupational 

asp ira t ions .  F u r th e r  ana lys is  o f  the data revealed tha t the re  

was no s ig n if ica n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts ' sex and th e ir  

educational asp ira t ions .  Bu t th e re  was a s ig n if ica n t  re la t io nsh ip  

between s tuden ts ' sex and th e i r  occupationa l asp ira t ions . “ 'A l l  

hypotheses were tested fo r  s ig n if ica nce  at 0.05 level o f 

confidence.

On the basis o f  the  f in d in g s  the fo llow ing conclusions and 

recommendations were made: P roper gu idance and counse ll ing

serv ices should be o f fe re d  to s tu d e n ts  in secondary schools 

from  as ea r ly  as when th e y  jo in  form one. / Such a serv ice  

w il l  help s tuden ts  in a d ju s t in g  th e ir  asp ira t ions  to tbfci realities so th a t  

th e y  do not get f ru s t r a te d  when th e ir  asp ira t ions  are not ach ieved . Fern
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s tu d e n ts  in secondary schools shou ld  be in formed o f  the k ind  

o f jobs and occupations tha t  e x is t  in the labour m arke t and 

those th a t  they  are e l l ig ib le  to jo in .  T he y  should be encouraged 

to jo in  careers such as e n g in e e r in g ,  m edic ine, law, wh ich are 

t ra d i t io n a l ly  cons idered  as a "m an's jo b " .  They should be made 

to und e rs tan d  th a t  i f  th e y  q u a l i fy  to jo in  in s t i tu t io n s  th a t  o f fe r  

courses leading to occupations in these areas they  w il l  not be 

d isc r im ina ted  by  ou r educationa l system on the basis o f  th e ir  

sex. Teachers and ca ree r masters shou ld  keep p rog ress ive  

reco rds  of the academic achievement o f  s tuden ts  und e r  th e ir  

ca re . Such in fo rm ation  w ill ass is t them in gu id in g  and adv is ing  

the s tuden ts  on the ca ree r choices ava ilab le  to them. I t  w ill 

also help the s tu d e n ts  make rational decis ions on the level o f 

education  tha t  they  can a tta in  and careers  th a t  they  can jo in 

a f te r  formal educa tion .

In conclus ion it  was recommended th a t :

(1) S tudies be u nd e r take n  at i n t e r - d is t r i c t ,  p rov in c ia l or 

national level on the fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  educational and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f secondary school s tu d e n t s . -  

These w ill ensure  a large sample and a broader scope.

Such s tud ies  w ill also shed l ig h t  on the problems 

experienced  by secondary school s tu d e n ts  when th e ir  

asp ira t ions  are be ing form ed.

(2) S tudies be conducted to examine o th e r  fac to rs  such as

peer in f luence , paren ta l income, pa ren ts ' in te re s t  in
/

studei ts schooling wh ich may in f luence  educational and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary  school s tu d e n ts .
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(3) A fo l lo w -u p  s tu d y  should be conducted  when the p resen t 

form two s tuden ts  complete form fo u r .  Th is  should be 

done in o rd e r  to f in d  ou t w he the r th e i r  asp ira tions  w ill 

change o r  w he the r they w il l  be more rationa l as they 

become o lde r in age.

(4) A fo l lo w -u p  s tu d y  should be conducted  to estab lish  the 

career wh ich  s tu d e n ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y  w ill 

jo in  in re la t ion  to  th e ir  secondary  school occupational 

a s p ira t io n s .

(5) More research should be done to in ves t iga te  how asp ira t ions  

are formed and how s tuden ts  can be helped in the form ation 

o f th e ir  a s p ira t io n s .  P a ren ts ,  s tu d e n ts  and teachers should
j

also be in te rv ie w e d .
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

When Kenya a tta ined he r po l it ica l independence in 1963, 

the re  were h igh  hopes th a t  e f fe c t ive  national deve lopm ent could 

be b ro u g h t  about th ro u g h  educa tion . Education was seen as 

a key to national deve lopment (Cachath i 1976:13). F u r th e r  

education was seen by the pub lic  as the best rou te  to ind iv idual's  

upw ard  social m ob il i ty  (Cachath i 1976: i x ) .  For these reasons 

the governm ent invested  a lot o f resources in education  and 

encouraged Kenyans to do the same (Cachath i 1976: x ) .  Th is  

resu lted  in a massive expansion o f education  system than was 

the case d u r in g  the colonial era. New p r im a ry  and secondary 

schools were b u i l t  th ro u g h  gove rnm en t and harambee e f fo r ts  

(Cacha th i 1 976 :34). Thus in the years  th a t  fo llowed 1963, 

the re  was a d ra s t ic  rise in the number o f  secondary  schools 

in Kenya. For example, the re  were 222 secondary schools in 

1964 and by 1972 the number had r isen  to 949. In 1979 the 

f ig u re  was almost n ine times tha t observed  at independence 

being 1711 secondary schools. By 1984 the num ber o f  secondary 

schools in Kenya was 2396. (M in is t ry  o f  Education 1 964, 1 972 , 

1979, 1984 and S ta t is t ica l A b s tra c t  1 980: I96).

The type  o f  education which was o f fe red  in Kenyan second­

a ry  schools was th a t  in h e r ite d  from the co lon ia lis ts  wh ich  was 

e l i t is t  in na tu re  (A nde rson  1970: 151 -  152). V e ry  l i t t le  a t ten t ion  

was paid to the ty p e  o f education th a t  was being o f fe re d  to 

s tu d e n ts .  Republic  o f Kenya (1974 -  78: 403) observes  tha t 

the system o f education was found to have deve loped ce r ta in  

c h a ra c te r is t ic s .  I t  was selective and aimed at p ro d u c in g  few
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in d iv id u a ls  fo r  placement in the modern formal sector o f  the 

economy. Th is  can be unders tood  in the l ig h t  u f  two major 

fac to rs :  th a t  formal education was seen as the most accessible 

route  to in d iv id u a l social and economic development and tha t 

the s t ru c tu re  and con ten t o f  formal education re in fo rc e d  th is  

p a t te rn .  The two fac to rs  were m utua lly  re in fo rc in g .

A key role o f  education p rov id ed  in Kenya was to p repare  

the you th  fo r  employment. Tha t was because at the time of 

independence Kenya was faced w ith  a severe shortage o f  sk il led  

manpower to take up the posts th a t  were p re v io u s ly  held by 

fo re ig n e rs .  Soon a f te r  independence th is  was well achieved 

as the A fr ic a n s  f i l le d  the posts le ft  by  expa tr ia tes  (Gachath i 1976: 

1 3 )G a c h a th i  (1976: x v i i )  confirm s th is  obse rva tion  when he 

po in ts  ou t th a t :

E ve ry  s tu d e n t  who success fu l ly  completed o rd in a ry  
level c e r t i f ic a te  was in v ite d  to wage employment 
in the modern sector o f  the economy.

However, th is  p rac t ice  was sho r t  l ived  as the num ber o f  school 

leavers con tinued  to increase and the jobs le f t  by  expa tr ia tes  

got f i l led  by  1970s . Unemployment among school leavers who 

had l i t t le  o r  no occupation o r ien ted  t ra in in g  s ta r te d  to increase 

(Gaciidthi 1976:34), C oncern ing  the increased num ber o f  school 

leavers leading to unemployment the ILO R eport ( 1972:2) observes

As education expanded fas t,  among a popu la tion  i ts e l f  
fas t e xp a n d in g ,  thousands o f young  Kenyans, w ith  th e ir  
paren ts  and o the r  s u p p o r te rs ,  are beg inn ing  to f in d  th e ir  
c e r t i f ic a te s  almost w o rth le ss ,  a t least fo r  o b ta in in g  jobs.

Thus while education may be viewed as an avenue to upw ard  

social m ob il i ty  as i t  was soon a f te r  independence (Esh iwan i 

1980: 1 ) ,  in Kenya today , ob ta in ing  a good school c e r t i f ic a te
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is not an assurance o f  g e t t in g  a good job .

The rap id  increase o f  secondary schools in Kenya has 

led to a massive increase o f  secondary school leavers. Data 

from the  C entra l Bureau o f S ta t is t ics  (1979 and 1980} ind ica te  

tha t from 1 972 to 1977 the number o f  school leavers have more 

than doubled ( from  26,217 to 55 ,878). By 1984, the number 

o f secondary  school leavers was more than fo u r  times than 

in 1972, hav ing  reached 112,677. The rap id  increase o f  school 

leavers , implies th a t  th e i r  supp ly  in the labour m arke t has 

been h ig h .

The demand fo r  the school leavers in the labour m arke t 

can be unders tood  by ana lys ing  data on unemployment c re a t io n ,  

especia lly  in the modern sector where school leavers asp ire  

to ge t wage employment. A cco rd ing  to the Republic  o f  Kenya 

1979/83 i t  was expected th a t  50,000 persons would be employed 

in the  modern sector e v e ry  year d u r in g  the plan pe r io d .

However ove r the  years  i t  has been d i f f i c u l t  to meet the  ta rg e t .  

From 1 980 to 1981, fo r  example, wage employment went up by 

18 ,500 ,an increase o f  1.8% (C en tra l Bureau o f  S ta t is t ic s ,  1984 

b ) .  On the o th e r  hand , in 1981, about 87,191 school leavers 

were p rodu ced . Assum ing tha t 40% (34, 191 le a v e rs ) ,  o f  the 

leavers jo ined the  form f iv e  or t ra in in g  in s t i tu t io n s ,  the  rem ain ing 

60% (52,315 leavers) ou t-num bered  the  wage employment 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  ava ilab le  (18 ,500).  The s itua t io n  become worse 

when leavers o f  p re v io u s  years are taken in to  account.
i

S im i la r ly ,  the  Repub lic  o f Kenya (1970/74), estimated tha t 

d u r in g  the plan p e r io d ,  app rox im a te ly  70,000 school leavers
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would be in possession o f  form fo u r  education and were expected 

to en te r  the la b o u r fo rc e .  F u r th e r  less than h a lf  o f the school 

leavers would be able to  f in d  wage employment wh ich they 

asp ire  fo r .

From the above f ig u re s ,  i t  is ev iden t th a t  expansion o f  

the education wh ich  s ta r te d  in the  mid 1960g has not been 

matched w ith  the c o rre sp o n d in g  expansion in job o p p o r tu n it ie s  

especia lly  in the  modern sec to r.

The rap id  expans ion  o f the  education system accompanied 

by a re la t iv e ly  slow g ro w th  in t ra in in g  and employment 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  have tended to make a h igh  level o f  education 

an im portan t fa c to r  in d e te rm in ing  school leavers employment 

than i t  was soon a f te r  independence. As a re s u l t ,  asp ira t ions  

o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  shou ld  ad jus t  to th is  re a l i ty .  Thus  

in Kenya today those who gain e n t r y  in to  education system 

asp ire  for h ig h e r  level o f  education  in an e f fo r t  to acqu ire  

the necessary q u a l i f ic a t io n s  needed fo r  e n t r y  in to  va r ious  career 

open ings. Secondary school leavers asp ira t ions  are not usua lly  

matched w ith  the ava ilab le  job o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  leading to s tress  

and frustrations. As noted be fo re , the reason fo r  th is  could 

be tha t  as fa r  as g e t t in g  a job is concerned many fac to rs  seem 

to be at w o rk  today in Kenya so tha t the " idea l"  ( the  type  

o f  occupation a s tu d e n t  asp ires  to get a f te r  a t ta in ing  a ce r ta in  

educational leve l) and the  " re a l"  ( the  job o p p o r tu n it ie s  ava ilab le  

fo r  h im /he r  in the labour m arke t)  are w ide ly  a p a r t .
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The ILO Report 1972:2 a rgues  th a t :

T he re  is not one cause o f  unemploym ent problem  b u t many. 
Most o f  these causes are in one way o r  ano the r  aspects 
o f imbalances -  the imbalances between the g ro w th  
o f the la bou r fo rce ,  the u rb a n  popu la t ion  and education 
and the  o v e r -a l l  g row th  o f  the economy, and the 
imbalances between peoples a s p ira t io n s  and expecta t ions 
o f  w o rk  and the s t ru c tu re s  o f  incomes and o p p o r tu n it ie s  
ava ilab le .

T hu s  there are many causes o f  unemploym ent in Kenya. The 

education  system has been viewed as one o f  the major causes 

o f  unemploym ent in Kenya. In the yea rs  fo l low ing  independence, 

there  had been a debate about educa tion  as i t  re la tes to 

unem ploym ent. However, leaders and scho la rs  have not ye t 

agreed as to what causes unemploym ent. A num ber o f s tud ies , 

such as the Republic  o f  Kenya (1970 -  7 9 ) ,  K ing  (1976:1 ) ,  

M b ith i (1975), Blaug (1979:8), Repub lic  o f  Kenya (1 978 -  83:

38 ) ,  W anjig i 's  re p o r t  (1 982/83 :1 1 ) ,  Cachathi's R eport (1976), 

c ite  causes wh ich  are related to the educa tion  system . For 

example the Republic  o f  Kenya (1979 -  83; 38) c ites  the poor 

q u a l i ty  and q u a n t i ty  o f  school o u tp u t  as the major cause o f 

unemploym ent when it views the problem o f  school leavers^ as 

th re e fo ld  :

F i rs t  the  number of job re q u i r in g  s k i l l  w h ich  s tuden ts  
have upon leaving school is not g ro w in g  as ra p id ly  as 
the num ber o f  school leavers. S econd ly ,  leavers 
a sp ira t ions  are u n re a l is t ic a l ly  h igh  and o f te n  tu rn  down 
rea lis t ic  employment o p p o r tu n it ie s  w h ich  th e y  cons ider 
beneath them. T h i rd ly  g radua tes  may f in d  th e ir  
education  does not p rov ide  them w ith  s k i l ls  needed to 
q u a l i fy  fo r  medium wage o p p o r tu n i t ie s  p ro v id e d  by the 
labour m arke t.
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Blaug (1974:8) p ro v id e s  ano the r example o f  education as 

i t  re lates to unem ploym ent. He d iscusses both the Columbia 

R eport (1970) and ILO R eport (1972) and po in ts  ou t th a t  the 

two re p o r ts ;

take the view th a t  the problem o f  unemployment is 
essen tia l ly  one o f  m is-match between job expecta t ions 
generated by the  t ra d i t io n a l  education  system and the 
job o p p o r tu n it ie s  p ro v id e d  by  the labour m arke t.

He th e re fo re  notes th a t ,  the  two re p o r ts  v iew the problem 

o f  unemployment as caused by  the m is-match between leavers 

a s p ira t io n s /e xp e c ta t io n s  and job  o p p o r tu n it ie s  th a t  e x is t  in 

the labour m arke t.

O ther s tud ies  such as K in y a n ju i (1974), C a ku ru  (1979),

Peil (1971), Hanson (1980). hold th a t  the  problem o f  unemployment 

is an economic one. For example when the  problem o f  unem p loy­

ment among school leavers  is seen as the  in a b i l i ty  o f  the school 

system to produce people w ith  practical s k i l ls ;  and th a t  the 

school leavers (the  v ic t im s )  are  to blame due to th e ir  un re a l is t ic  

asp ira t ions  coupled w ith  w h ite  co l la r  m e n ta l i ty ;  and las t ly  th a t  

the re  are employment o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  school leavers ou ts ide  

the major towns of K e n y a ,  K in y a n ju i (1974) holds a d i f fe re n t  

v iew . Th is  is when he notes th a t  unemployment is an economic 

problem wh ich  needs a r e s t r u c tu re  o f  the  whole economy and 

the d is t r ib u t io n  o f economic b e n e f i ts .  K inyan ju i argues th a t  

such issues as land o w n e rs h ip ,  con tro l o f  local resources are 

all im portan t in c re a t in g  job o p p o r tu n i t ie s  especia lly  in the
t

ru ra l  areas.

C akuru  (1 979) c ites  the s t ru c tu r e  o f  the society and 

p a r t ic u la r ly  the  fa i lu re  o f  the economy to  in d u s tr ia l iz e  and
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modernize at the  rate th a t  absorbs  the e n t i re  labourforce as the 

cause of unemployment problem. To solve a basic problem like th a t  o f

unemployment requires coordinated reorganization o f the socio-economic institutions 

and not isolated education re fo rm s . Thus  accord ing  to G akuru(1979) 

education  is one of the many fa c to rs  th a t  determ ine the  problem 

o f  unem ploym ent. What education system has done is to in te ra c t  

w ith  o the r  fa c to rs  l ike  h igh  popu la t ion  g ro w th  and d is p a r i ty  

o f  incomes. T h is  is why the educa tion  system tends to fea tu re  

out p rom ine n t ly  as a major fa c to r .

One major a ttem pt to solve the  problem  o f  unemployment 

in Kenya has been the r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  Kenya 's  education 

system . In J a n u a ry ,  1 985 the gove rn m en t replaced education 

s t ru c tu re  o f  7—4—2—3 ( th a t  is seven years  p r im a ry ,  fo u r  years 

secondary , two years upp e r secondary  and at least th ree  years 

in the u n iv e rs i t y )  w ith  the 8-4 -4  one ( th a t  is e igh t  years 

o f  p r im a ry ,  fo u r  years secondary , and fo u r  years in the U n iv e rs i t y ) .  

The 8-4-4 education  system is aimed at respond ing  to the challenge 

o f  national deve lopm ent. Th is  is because p rev ious  repo r ts  

on education (see Gachath i, 1976; W anjig i,  1 983;) ind ica ted  

th a t  the fo rm er education system d id  not respond adequate ly  

to the needs o f  the c o u n try  and its  people . The 8-4-4  education 

is aimed at re d re ss in g  th is  sho r tco m in g . F u r th e r  i t  is aimed 

at making the  school c u r r ic u lu m  more re le v a n t  by making it  

p rac t ica l o r ien te d  and one th a t  w i l l  o f fe r  a wide range o f em ploy-
4

ment o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  The fo rm er educa tion  system followed 

by the c o u n t r y  d id  not have a c u r r ic u lu m  th a t  catered fo r  

the  large num ber o f  pup ils  e n ro l le d .  As opposed to the fo rm er
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education  system which p u t  emphasis on academic perfo rm ance, 

the 8 -4 -4  system w ill emphasize on techn ica l and vocational 

educa tion . Th is  w ill e n s u re  th a t  the  s tu d e n ts  g ra d u a t in g  

at e v e ry  level have sc ie n t i f ic  and p rac t ica l know ledge th a t  can 

be u t i l iz e d  fo r  e i th e r  se lf  em ployment, sa la ried  employment and 

fo r  f u r t h e r  t ra in in g  (see M in is t ry  o f  Education  1984:1 ) .  The 

r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  the education system came as a re s u lt  o f 

rea liza t ion  tha t the you th  unemployment p rob lem  was g e t t in g  

out o f  hand. Besides, the economy was not g e n e ra t in g  enough 

jobs in the formal sector, hence a need to t ra in  the y o u th  in to 

sk i l ls  th a t  could lead to se lf  em ployment.

A l th o u g h  as noted earlier, the re  is lack o f  employment 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  in the modern sec to r ,  they  are said to e x is t  in 

the ru ra l  areas. For example, Repub lic  o f  Kenya (1979-74) 

suggest th a t  such o p p o r tu n it ie s  e x is t  and th a t  s tu d e n ts  should 

be encouraged to take jobs in the ru ra l  areas th ro u g h  career 

gu idance . T h is  view is suppo rted  by  Ouko (1986:4) when he
M.

po in ts  out th a t :

Y ou th  o f th is  c o u n try  should be asked to accept jobs 
w h ich  are availab le w ith o u t  choos ing . Kenya has a 
fa i r ly  un ique  s itua t ion  where unem ploym ent ex is ts  
side by side w ith  vacant pos it ions  m ain ly  in a g r ic u l tu re .

On the o th e r  hand Nzioka (1987:9) con tends  th a t  you th  

in Kenya,

seem to despise a g r ic u l tu ra l  w o rk  ancf asp ire  fo r  "w h ite  
co l la r "  jobs which are on ly  ava ilab le  in u rb a n  areas.

F u r th e r  i t  has been poin ted ou t th a t  the  unemployment 

problem cannot be solved by emphasiz ing p ra c t ica l s k i l ls  in
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in the school c u r r ic u lu m  on ly  (see Elkan 1 973, 22; Yambo,

1 986). It is in the l ig h t  o f  the 8-4 -4  education system tha t 

we set out to s tu d y  the fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  educational and 

occupational asp ira t ions  o f  secondary  school s tu d e n ts .

Statement o f the F’ roblem

The issue o f  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

o f secondary school s tu d e n ts  in Kenya today has to be looked 

at in the con tex t o f  severe  shortage  o f t ra in in g  and employment 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  those leav ing  the education system. A f te r  

two decades o f  independence unemployment continues to be 

one o f  the most acute soc ia l, po l i t ica l and economic problem 

in Kenya (see Chai and G o d fre y ,  1979). Among the unemployed 

persons in Kenya are the secondary school leavers (see Weekly 

Review 7th Feb, 1986: 6 ) .  One o f  the major causes o f  unem ploy­

ment o f secondary school leavers cou ld  be th a t  some o f  the 

fac to rs  in f luenc ing  th e i r  educationa l and occupational asp ira t ions  

have not been in v e s t ig a te d .  I f  the  asp ira t ions  and p re fe rences  

of school leavers and occupationa l o p p o r tu n it ie s  availab le are 

at va r iance , th is  could lead to unemploym ent and underem ploym ent 

re su lt in g  in hav ing  too many school leavers , w ith  in a p p ro p r ia te  

sk i l ls  which w ill d rag  the  ra te  o f  economic deve lopment.

While the blame fo r  unem ploym ent o f secondary school 

leavers have been laid upon the educa tion , economic and social 

systems, the Repub lic  o f  Kenya (1979-83:38) blames the v ic t im s

who leave school w ith  a sp ira t ions  th a t  are u n re a l is t ic a l ly  h igh
/

and o ften  tu rn  down re a l is t ic  employment o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  Th is
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s tu d y  is aimed at u pd a t ing  secondary  school s tuden ts  

educational and occupational a s p ira t io n s .

Republic  o f Kenya (1984-88:147) observes;

The a t t i tu des  o f  both p a re n ts  and s tuden ts  to formal 
education as a rou te  to modern sec to r employment needs 
to be changed since many school leavers w ill be fo rced 
to look fo r  employment in the  in fo rm al secto r, non- 
u rban  ac t iv i t ie s  espec ia l ly  small-sca le a g r ic u l tu re  and 
ru ra l non-fa rm  a c t iv i t ie s .

Assuming tha t career gu idance  is o f fe red  to secondary 

school s tuden ts  and because o f  the fac t th a t  the form two 

(1987) s tuden ts  are und e r the  8-4 -4  education system, what 

fac to rs  in f luence th e ir  educationa l and occupational asp ira tions? 

The s tudy  was aimed at seek ing  answers to th is  ques tion .

The education system in Kenya may be viewed not as an 

end in i ts e l f ,  bu t as a means to an end -  the end being the 

improved economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s  (see Odumbe 1 982:1 8 ) .

Assuming th a t  secondary school s tu d e n ts  asp ira tions  are 

formed when they are in schoo l, secondary  school s tuden ts  

are expected to asp ire  fo r  the  h ighes t  level o f educatiojp in 

o rd e r  to attain these ends. However, Eshiwani (1 985:6) states 

th a t  the s t ru c tu re  o f  education  in Kenya is like a pyram id  

w ith  a h igh  a t t r i t io n  rates at the  end o f  seventh year o f  

p r im a ry  education , fo u r th  and s ix th  yea r  respec t ive ly  o f  

secondary school educa tion . T h e re fo re ,  g iven a steep education 

pyram id  and the h igh  s tanda rd  o f  advancement set by the 

M in is t ry  o f  Education th ro u g h  e xam in a t iohs , not all those who 

e n te r  the education system w il l  con t in ue  up to the f ina l s tage.

I f  the aspirations o f  these s tu d e n ts  who cannot con tinue  th e i r
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education are not p ro p e r ly  ad justed to the realities problems 

and f ru s t ra t io n s  w ill fo llow .

In s tud ies th a t  have been conducted in Kenya on educa tion ­

al and occupationa l asp ira t ions  (Somerset, 1970; K a r iu k i ,  1976; 

Rono, 1 982) a number o f  fac to rs  wh ich  may in f luence  s tu d e n t 's  

educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  appear not to have 

been in ve s t ig a te d .  These fac to rs  are s tu d e n t 's  fa th e rs  m arriage 

type  (po lygnous  or monogamous), s tuden ts  res idence (u rb a n  

or r u r a l ) ,  the school a ttended by a s tu d e n t  (m ixed o r  s ing le  

sex) and s tu d e n t 's  perce ived academic a b i l i t y .  T h is  s tu d y  

is expected to f i l l  th is  gap . I t  is aimed at in v e s t ig a t in g  

w he the r  these fac to rs  wh ich  have not been p re v io u s ly  g iven  

a t te n t io n  and o th e rs ,  in f luence  the educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tuden ts  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t ,  

where h i th e r to  no s tud ies  have been conducted on the  fac to rs  

in f lu e n c in g  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  

secondary school s tuden ts  who are und e r  the 8-4-4  education 

system. The sub jec ts  o f  p rev ious  s tud ies  on educationa l and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  have 

mainly been the form fo u r  s tuden ts  who are about to s i t  fo r  

th e ir  exam inations. No s tu d y  appears to have been done on 

educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school 

s tuden ts  us ing form two s tuden ts  wh ile  ta k in g  in to  account 

some o f  the fac to rs  wh ich were not inc luded  in the p rev io us

studies; (see Somerset, 1970; Kariuki ,1976; Rono 1982). Thus the study uses 

form two secondary school students. The form two students were selected to

part'cipate in the study on the grounds that, they were the only s tuden ts  

w ith  the h ighes t level o f  education u n d e r  the 8-4-4  education
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system. F u r th e r  i t  was fe l t  tha t  since they  have been in 

secondary schools fo r  almost two years they  are more fam ilia r 

w ith  the secondary  school system compared w ith  the form one 

s tuden ts .  I t  was assumed th a t  th e ir  educational and occupa­

tional a sp ira t ions  have a lready  been formed hav ing  been in 

p r im ary  schools fo r  abou t e ig h t  years and fo r  nea r ly  two 

years in secondary  schoo ls. O the r forms would have been 

used in the s tu d y  bu t these were not under the 8 -4 -4  

education system .

S pec if ica lly  the s tu d y  a ttem pts to answer the fo llow ing  

q ue s t ions :

(a) What are the  educationa l and occupational a sp ira t ions  o f 

secondary school s tu d e n ts  in Nyandarua D is tr ic t?

(b) Which fa c to rs  in f luence  th e ir  educational and occupationa l 

asp ira tions?

Objectives o f  the  s tu d y

The s tu d y  has th re e  main ob jec t ives :

(a) To id e n t i fy  the social b a ckg ro u n d , schoo l-re la ted  and 

personal fa c to rs  in f lu e n c in g  the educational and 

occupationa l a s p ira t io n s  o f secondary school s tu d e n ts .

(b ) To es tab l ish  w h e th e r  o r  not the re  ex is ts  a s ig n i f ic a n t  

re la t io n sh ip  between s tuden ts ' social b a c k g ro u n d ,  school- 

re la ted , • personal fac to rs  and th e ir  educationa l and
I

occu > tional a s p ira t io n s .
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S ign if icance  o f the S tudy

The s tu d y  is expected to revea l the educational and 

occupational asp ira tions  o f  secondary  school s tuden ts .  There  

is a need to in form  the s tu d e n ts  o f  occupational rea li t ies  wh ich 

c o n f ro n t  them a f te r  school. The s tu d y  w ill the re fo re  be o f 

g re a t  help to s tuden ts  in secondary  schools in Nyandarua 

and o the r  d is t r ic ts  since they  w il l  be able to make p ro p e r  

ad justm ents to the rea li t ies  o f  a ra p id ly  decreasing job 

o p p o r tu n it ie s .

F:u r th e r  the s tu d y  w il l  p ro v id e  usefu l information to the 

manpower p lanners  who need to know how s tudents  educationa l 

p lans are re lated to the most p ro d u c t iv e  period of his l i fe .

Such in fo rm ation  w ill p ro v id e  basis for a comprehensive 

vocational in fo rm ation  and gu idance  system in the p resen t day 

schools

The fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  educationa l and occupational 

asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  are co u n try  spec if ic .  

The fac to rs  are bound to change ove r  t ime, g iven the dynamic 

ch a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  world  economies. Thus  a s tudy  like th is  

one w ill p rov ide  re levan t and u p - to -d a te  im'ormation on the 

most s ig n if ic a n t  fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts .  Such in fo rm ation  

could be u t i l ized  by po licy  makers in  fo rm u la t ing  educational
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and t ra in in g  .policies aimed at b r id g in g  the  gap between the  

demand and supp ly  fo r  spec if ic  s k i l ls .

Assum ptions u n d e r ly in g  the s tu d y

In p u rsu in g  th is  s tu d y  i t  was assumed th a t :

(a) S tuden ts  would g ive  th e i r  own op in ion  un in f luenced  

and as honestly  as poss ib le .

(b )  The in fo rm ation  p rov id ed  by the s tuden ts  in secondary 

schools was c o r re c t  and v a l id .

(c )  The selected sample o f  th is  s tu d y  was rep resen ta t ive  

o f secondary schools in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

(d )  Career guidance is o f fe re d  to s tuden ts  in both  harambee 

and governm ent mainta ined schools in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

D e f in it io n  o f  Key Terms

Educational A s p ira t io n : re fe rs  to the h ighes t educational level

one would like to a t ta in  in o rd e r  to ge t the job he des ires . 

Educational le ve l: re fe rs  to the  h ighes t s tanda rd ,  form o r

post secondary class a tta ined in school.

Form tw o : re fe rs  to the second year o f  secondary school

level in Kenya.

Harambee: re fe rs  to  the co l lec t ive  e f fo r ts  towards an a tta inm ent

o f  a goal. A good example o f  th is  can be observed when the 

governm ent fails to p rov id e  enough secondary schools fo r  all 

p r im a ry  schoo l- leavers who have done well in th e ir  f ina l exam inations 

in a ce r ta in  d is t r ic t .  The local community may s ta r t  a 

secondary school w i th  minimum assistance from the governm ent 

in term s o f  teaching s ta f f .
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Harambee schoo ls : re fe rs  to those schools b u i l t  by  local '

se lf-he lp  in i t ia t iv e  in response to the shortage  o f  places 

in government mainta ined schools. T h e ir  in take  is la rge ly  

non-se lec t ive  and s ta f f  is ra th e r  poor compared w ith  o th e r  

types  o f schools.

K A .C .E . : re fe rs  to the Kenya Advanced C e rt i f ic a te  o f

Education . I t  rep laced the East A f r ic a n  Advanced C e rt i f ic a te  

Education (E. A . A .  C. E . ) .  T h is  was used as a selection 

device fo r  u n iv e r s i t y  admission. However, th is  exam ination 

was done fo r  the last time in 1 989. A f te r  th a t  the re  were 

no more form f ive  and form s ix  in Kenya. The 7 -4 -2 -3  system 

o f education had complete ly been phased out up  to secondary 

level.

K . C . E . : re fe rs  to  Kenya C e rt i f ica te  o f  Education p repa red

and va lida ted  by  the  Kenya Examination Counc il.  I t  rep laced 

the former East A f r ic a n  C e rt i f ica te  o f  Education ( E . A . C . L . ) .

T h is  examination was taken a f te r  seven years o f  p r im a ry  school 

education and fo u r  years o f  secondary educa tion . However 

under the 8-4-4 education system th is  has been replaced b y  

the K .C .S .E .

K .C .P .E .  Refer to  the Kenya C e rt i f ic a te  o f  P r im ary  Education .

Th is  examination is taken at least a f te r  e igh t years o f  p r im a ry  

education

> re fe rs  to  the Kenya C e rt i f ic a te  o f  Secondary Education . 

I t  replaced the K .C .E .  in 1989 when i t  was done fo r  the  f i r s t  

time in Kenya. T h is  examination was taken a f te r  8 yea rs  o f  

P r im ary  education and 4 yea rs  o f secondary  education .

N a tional schoo ls : re fe rs  to.those schools th a t  re c ru i t  t h e i r
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s tuden ts  from all over the c o u n t r y .  These schoois.make selection 

o f in take  before o the r  secondary  schoo ls and a t trac t  teachers 

o f  h igh  ca l ib re .  They have p h y s ic a l equ ipm ent of a h igh 

s ta n d a rd ,  (see Somerset 1970).

O ccupa t ion : is measured by  ones c a re e r ,  profession or job.

I t  is taken  to mean any form o f income earn ing  a c t iv i ty  e ither 

re la ted to farm o r  non-fa rm  em ploym ent.

Occupational A s p ira t io n s : re fe rs  to  the  ty p e  o f  job one would

like to g e t  a f te r  a t ta in ing  the  h ig h e s t  level o f  education tha t 

one des ires .

P rov inc ia l schoo ls: re fe rs  to those schools th a t  draw most

o f  th e ir  in take  from a small area in com parison w ith  the 

National Schools. They cha rge  re la t iv e ly  low fees and are 

aided by the governm ent.

Secondary School: re fe rs  to an educa tion  in s t i tu t io n  attended

a f te r  p r im a ry  (e ig h t  years o f  formal educa tion ) school in Kenya 

fo r  a minimum of fo u r  or a maximum o f  s ix  yea rs .

The 8-9-4 education system : re fe rs  to  the new education

system in Kenya, whereby th e re  are e ig h t  years or p r im a ry ,  

fo u r  years o f  secondary and fo u r  y e a rs  in the u n iv e rs i ty ,  

f  he new education system rep laced th e  fo rm er system in January  

1985. In the  fo rm er system o f  educa tion  the re  were seven 

years o f  p r im a ry ,  fo u r  years s e c o n d a ry ,  two years  in advanced 

secondary education and th re e  years  in  the  (univers ity  

(7 -4 -2 -3 J .  The 8 -4 -4  education sys tem  emphasizes acquis it ion 

o f  techn ica l and vocational s k i l ls .  On the  o th e r  hand the 

fo rm er education system (7 -4 -2 -3 )  emphasized on academic 

achievem ent.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND THEORY

Th is  chap te r  cove rs  rev iew  o f re la ted l i te ra tu re ,  and the 

theore t ica l f ram ew ork  fo r  the s tu d y .  In rev iew ing  the l i te ra tu re  

a t te n t ion  is f i r s t  g ive n  to re leva n t s tud ies from o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  

be fore  d iscuss ing  s tud ies  done in Kenya. This l i te ra tu re  rev iew  

w ill p rov ide  a se t t ing  fo r  the theore t ica l fram ework th a t  w ill 

fo llow .

Stud ies  conducted ou ts ide  Kenya

A Study by Sewell and Shah (1 968) inves t iga ted  the 

educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  4169 h igh  school 

s tuden ts  from non -fa rm  families in Wisconsin ( United S ta te s ) .

The main purpose o f  the s tu d y  was to inves t iga te  w he the r  the 

educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  these s tu d e n ts  would 

be in f luenced  by th e i r  p a re n ts ' social s ta tu s .  The re su lts  o f  

th is  s tu d y  ind ica ted  th a t  fo r  both male and female s tu d e n ts ,  

th e ir  asp ira t ions  were both re la ted to social s ta tus  o f th e ir  

fam ilies. The s tu d y  showed th a t  n ine ty  percen t o f  the 

respondents  from h igh  s ta tus  families p lanned to a ttend  college 

wh ile  on ly  t h i r t y  two pe rcen t o f  those from low s ta tus  families 

p lanned to do l ikew ise .

The au th o rs  concluded th a t :

The correlation, causa l, the cross ta b u la r  analyses in 
th is  s tu d y  su b s ta n t ia te ,  on the whole, the claim made 
by o th e r  in ve s t ig a to rs  us ing  less vigorous methods and 
less re p re s e n ta t iv e  samples tha t paren ta l encouragem ent 
is a pow erfu l in te rv e n in g  va r iab le  between socio-economic 
class b ackg ro und  and in te l l igence  o f  the ch i ld  and his 
educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  (Sewell and Shah, 1968: 572).

The f in d in g s  o f  Sewell's et al s tu d y  was suppo rted  by



an ea r l ie r  s tu d y  by P o r te r .  P o rte r  (1954) conducted his s tu d y  

us ing  100 w h ite  sen ior boys from the Pennsy lvan ia  subu rban  . 

h igh  school th ro u g h  in te rv ie w .  The pu rpose  o f  the  s tu d y  

was to in ves t iga te  the dependence o f vocationa l p lans and 

pre ferences upon , among o the r  va r ia b le s ,  social class o r ig in ,  

measured by the p re s t ig e  level o f  fa th e r 's  occupa tion . The 

s tu d y  revealed th a t  fa th e r 's  occupation was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  

re la ted to vocational p lans.

A s tu d y  by  Powers (1974) also came to the same conc lus ion . 

Power's s tu d y  in ves tiga ted  occupational asp ira t ions  and expec ta ­

t ions o f 2055 n in th ,  g rade  s tuden ts  in Eastern  K e n tu cky  

(U n ited  S ta tes ).  The research fu r th e r  in ves t iga ted  the degree 

o f re la t ionsh ip  o f these asp ira t ions  and selected pe rsona l,  family 

and school re la ted fa c to rs .  The re su lt  o f  th is  s tu d y  showed 

th a t  there  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  between

( i)  S tuden ts ' se lf  esteem and educationa l asp ira t ion

( i i )  Educational a tta inm ent o f  pa ren ts  and educationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts .

( i i i )  S tuden ts ' pe rcep tion  o f  paren ta l in te re s t  in the s tuden t 

and occupationa l asp ira t ions .

The f in d in g s  in the s tud ies  by Sewell et al (1957), P o rte r  

(1954) and,. Powers (1974) were however c o n tra d ic te d  by  a s tu d y  

conducted by  Richards (1 974). R ichards conducted a s tu d y  

to determ ine the ca ree r asp ira t ions  o f secondary school s tuden ts  

in Jamaica. The researcher also in ves tiga ted  w he the r  career 

asp ira t ions  were s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in f luenced  by such va r iab les  as 

sex, socio-economic s ta tu s ,  school type  and paren ta l occupa tions.

-  18 -
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The s tu d y  f u r t h e r  sough t to relate s tu d e n t 's  ca ree r  

asp ira t ions  to  manpower needs o f  the c o u n t r y .  The  sub jec ts  

o f  the s tu d y  were 607 f ina l yea r secondary school s tu d e n ts  

in Jamaica. The re su lts  revealed th a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  secondary  

school s tu d e n ts  asp ired  to jo in  p ro fess iona l ty p e  ca ree rs .

S tuden ts  asp ira t io n s  were however found to be independen t 

o f  sex, socio-economic s ta tus and occupations o f  t h e i r  pa re n ts .  

R ichards ind ica ted  th a t  the typ e  o f school s tu d e n ts  a ttended 

and the educationa l programme they  were p u rs u in g  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  

in f luenced  th e i r  asp ira t ions .

Krauss (1964) d id  an in ves tiga t io n  on the sources o f 

educationa l asp ira t io n s  among w o rk ing  class y o u th  in Am erica.

He found th a t  one o f  the possible sources o f  educationa l 

asp ira t ions  are  experiences th a t  lead to d iss a t i fa c t io n  w ith  a 

p resen t s ta tu s ,  and in te re s t  in a new one. A c c o rd in g  to K rauss, 

when the w o rk in g  class fa th e r  had not completed h igh  school, 

the  mothers ' educationa l achievement d id  not in f luence  the  

s tu d e n ts 'p o s t  h igh  school p lans . On the  o th e r  hand when 

the  fa th e r  had completed h igh  school, the  m other's  education 

s t ro n g ly  affected the s tudents ' in te re s t  in co llege. Where both 

pa ren ts  had completed h igh  school the  m a jo r i ty  o f  the 

responden ts  ind ica ted  tha t th e y  had p lans fo r  h ig h e r  educa tion . 

T he re fo re  the  h igh  school experience o f  the  pa re n ts  in fluences 

s tuden ts ' a s p ira t io n s .

O the r s tud ies  (S tu b b in s ,  1950; M u ll iga n ,  1957), us ing
/

e i th e r  fa th e r 's  educa tion , fa th e r 's  occupa tion , m o the r 's  education 

o r  fam ily  income as a measure o f  social s ta tus  have concluded
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th a t  s tuden ts  from h ig h e r  social classes have h ig h e r  educational 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions  than  those from lower social c lasses. 

What appears to emerge from these s tud ies  suggest tha t social 

backg round  o f  the s tu d e n t  usua lly  in f luences  th e ir  educational 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s .  R ichards' s tu d y  wh ich ind ica ted 

th a t  s tu d e n t 's  socio-economic s ta tu s  and occupations o f  th e ir  

pa ren ts  do not in f luence  s tu d e n t 's  asp ira t ions  may be as a resu lt  

o f c u l tu ra l  d i f fe re n ce s  between Jamaica and United States o f 

America.

A n o th e r ,  va r iab le  th a t  has been found  to be re la ted to 

s tuden ts  educationa l and occupationa l a s p ira t ion  is s tuden ts ' 

residence ( r u r a l  Vs u r b a n ) .  Sewell (1964) a f te r  ana lys ing  one of 

his studies o f Wisconsin s tu d e n ts  found th a t  there  was a sizeable 

d if fe re n ce  in the co llege plans o f  ru ra l and u rban  you th  wh ich 

are not a r t i fa c ts  o f  s e x ,  in te l l igence  and socio-economic 

composition o f  the sample. He suggested the reason could be 

the :

Greater access to  h ig h e r  education  in u rban  areas, 
however, is not the on ly  educationa l fac to r  th a t  
encourages the h ig h e r  a sp ira t ions  o f  u rban  y o u th .
Urban schools g e n e ra l ly  p ro v id e  a more academically 
s t im u la t ing  climate than ru ra l  schools because o f 
th e ir  b e t te r  t ra in e d  fa c i l i t ie s ,  s u p e r io r  fac i l i t ies  and 
var ied  and cha l leng ing  c u r r i c u la r .  (Sewell, 1964; 37)

A s tu d y  by  Nam and Cowhig (1960) also investigatecf

the re la t ionsh ip  between r u ra l - u rb a n  residence and educational

asp ira t ions  o f  y o u th .  The s tu d y  revealed s im ilar re s u lts .  I t

showed th a t  s tu d e n ts  from  farm  families were- cons ide rab ly  less

l ik e ly  to plan to a t te n d in g  college a f te r  g ra d u a t in g  from h igh

school than were ru ra l  n on -fo rm  and u rb a n  s tu d e n ts .
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A s tu d y  by  B lay (1973) in ves t iga ted  educationa l and 

occupationa l p re fe rences  and expec ta t ions  o f  the  s tuden ts  in 

Ghana, in re la t io nsh ip  to manpower re q u ire m e n ts .  Among the 

va r iab les  th a t  the  s tu d y  in ves tiga ted  was w h e th e r  the re  was 

any re la t io nsh ip  between educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

and the sex, social backg round  and res idence o f  secondary 

school s tu d e n ts .  Results from analysed data o f  th is  s tu d y  

revealed th a t  th e re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  co r re la t io n  between 

educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  and s tu d e n t 's  res idence.

I t  appears th a t  in deve lop ing  c o u n tr ie s  the ru ra l -u rb a n  

residence does not a f fec t the educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts .  In developed c o u n tr ie s  th is  va r iab le  

appears to have a s ig n if ic a n t  in f luence  on the  educationa l and 

occupationa l asp ira t io n s .  Th is  s tu d y  w ill in ve s t ig a te  w hether 

in Nyandarua d i s t r i c t ,  ru ra l  o r u rb a n  res idence has any e ffec ts  

on secondary school s tuden ts ' educationa l and occupational 

a s p ira t io n s .

A n o th e r  fa c to r  tha t has received cons ide rab le  a tten tion  

in the s tu d y  o f  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f 

secondary school s tuden ts  is th e ir  sex. A s tu d y  by C raw fo rd  

(1 975) in ves t iga ted  educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

and expecta t ions o f  Galveston h igh  school s tu d e n ts ,  in Texas 

(U n ited  States o f  A m er ica ) .  Responses to the  s u rv e y  were 

compared by sex, age, e thn ic  b ackg ro und  and school programme 

in which they  were en ro l led . Data was co llected th ro u g h  a 

que s tionna ire  wh ich  was g ro u p  adm in is te red  to selected classes 

in v o lv in g  914 s tu d e n ts  in Ball School in 1974. F ind ings  ind ica ted  tha t
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the e thn ic  g ro u p s  appeared to be more sim ilar than d i f fe r e n t ,  

re la t ive  to th e i r  occupationa l s ta tus  o r ien ta t ions .  While males 

and females were s im ila r  on e igh t  o f  the ten dimensions s tu d ie d ,  

females possessed s t ro n g e r  des ire  to achieve th e ir  educationa l 

goals and des ired  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ighe r  occupational s ta tu s  (o r 

pos it ions) than d id  th e i r  male c o u n te rp a r ts .  However, a s tu d y  

by Nam and Cowhig (1960) showed tha t g i r ls  were less l ik e ly  

to plan on college than  boys . Th is  appears to be the  opposite  

o f the resu lts  from  C ra w fo rd  (1975) s tu d y .  P robab ly  the cause 

o f the d i f fe re n ce  between the resu lts  of the two s tud ie s  was 

the time wh ich had e lapsed . Nam and Cowhig conducted  th e ir  

s tud ies in 1960 whereas C raw fo rd  (1975) conducted his s tu d y  

one and a h a l f  decade la te r .  Perhaps the younge r genera t ion  

was more aware o f  women r ig h ts  than the o lder gene ra t ion  wh ich 

th o u g h t  males are s u p e r io r  to females, and tha t th e re  are 

differences between jobs assigned fo r  males and females and 

th is  could have shaped th e i r  asp ira t ions .  Hence in C raw fo rd  

s tu d y  (1975) females had h ig h e r  desires to achieve th e ir  

educational goals and des ired  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ighe r  occupatioaa l 

s ta tus  (o r pos it ions ) than  d id  th e ir  male c o u n te rp a r ts .

A s tu d y  by  Amadi (1975) con trad ic ted  the f in d in g s  o f 

C ra w fo rd .  Amadi a ttem pted  to inves tiga te  the re la t io n sh ip  

between educationa l programmes and occupational a sp ira t ions  

o f secondary school s tu d e n ts  in form er O w err i p ro v in c e ,  N ige r ia .

The researcher also a ttem pted to id e n t i fy  w hether occupationa l
/

asp ira tions  were s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in fluenced by sex, socio-economic 

s ta tu s ,  ru ra l u rb a n  location and school ty p e .  Q uestionna ire  

was adm in is te red to 649 male and female f i r s t  and f i f t h  year 

s tuden ts  in tw e n ty  schoo ls. Results from the data showed
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th a t  most s tuden ts  from ru ra l  and u rban  sectors s t i l l  asp ired  

to p res t ig ious  occupations and p ro fess iona l,  technica l re la ted 

a d m in is tra t ive  and managerial jobs . The s tu d y  revealed no 

s ig n if ic a n t  d i f fe re n c e  between male and female s tuden ts  in th e ir  

gravitation to the same occupationa l categories .

A number o f  s tud ies  p a r t ic u la r ly  those conducted in deve lop ing  

coun tr ie s  appear to s u p p o r t  the s tu d y  by  Amadi. R ichards 

(1974), Blay (1973) and Ametewee (1979) also have concluded 

tha t the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f s tuden ts  

are not a ffec ted  by  sex d i f fe re n c e s .

A fac to r  th a t  has not rece ived considerab le  a t te n t io n  in 

the s tu d y  o f educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f s tuden ts  

is th e ir  fa th e rs ' m arr iage  type  (p o ly g y n o u s  or monogamous 

type  o f m arriage sys tem ).  In Western c o u n tr ie s ,  many families 

are monogamous and cases o f  po lygynous  families are ra re .

However in most A f r ic a n  co u n tr ie s  the re  are many families th a t  

are po lygyno us .  The p rac t ice  o f  g e t t in g  m arried to more than 

one wife is g ra d u a l ly  d y in g  among the young genera tion  mainly 

due to economic reasons.

In many p o ly g y n o u s  fam ilies, the co -w ife  re la t io nsh ip  is 

expected to be the f i r s t  source o f  co n f l ic t  o r r iv a l r y  The 

a t t i tu d e  o f co -w ives  to each o th e r  a ffec ts  th e ir  c h i ld re n 's  

behav iou r.  No em pir ica l research  s tud ies seem to have been 

done to in ves t iga te  the e f fe c t  o f  co -w ife  r iv a l r y  on h a l f  s ib l in g s  

asp ira tions  and ach ievem ents. However, a -study by  N ukunya  

(1969) on k in s h ip  and m arr iage among the Anlo Ewe o f  Ghana 

revealed th a t  co -w ives  re la t io n sh ip  is an "exp los ive  one" and



noted tha t " in  many po lygyno us  households the co -w ives  are 

neve r  in speaking te rm s" (see N ukunya  1969: 160). The 

husband however is expected to be fa ir  to all his w ives in all 

aspects o f home management. In educa ting  the c h i ld re n  he 

shou ld  p rov ide  equal o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to the ch i ld re n  o f  all his 

w iv e s .

In p rac t ice , the f inanc ia l s u p p o r t  o f  a fa th e r  to  c h i ld re n  

from  p r im ary  school th ro u g h  secondary and college (o r  

u n iv e rs i t y  level) depends upon two fa c to rs .  These are the 

fa th e r 's  f inancia l c a p a b i l i ty  and a ch i ld 's  good perfo rm ance  

at examinations in e v e ry  level o f  educationa l la dde r.  As a 

r e s u l t ,  ch i ld ren  from po lygyno us  homes compete not on ly  to 

reach h ighest education levels b u t  also see th e ir  h a l f - s ib l in g s  

as real objects o f  com petit ion . Successfu l com petit ion o f  a 

ch i ld  would mean v ic to r y  fo r  the mother ove r her co -w ife  or 

co -w ives  whose c h i ld re n  are not so successfu l.  In a po lygyno us  

home co-w ives may th e re fo re  p u t  all k inds  o f p ressu re  on th e ir  

c h i ld re n  to perfo rm  well in exam inations and consequen tly  

con t inue  to h ighe r  educationa l leve ls . I t  would therefore^, 

be expected th a t  c h i ld re n  from po lygyno us  homes would have 

h ig h e r  asp ira tions  than those from  monogamous homes.

A s tu d y  th a t  in ves t iga ted  the  e ffec ts  o f fam ily  s t ru c tu r e  

( th a t  is w he the r a fam ily  is monogamous or po lygyno us )  on 

p r im a ry  school s tuden ts  asp ira t ions  was done by Ametewee

(1979) in Ghana. The purpose o f  the s tu d y 'w a s  to exp lo re
/

selected aspects o f the subjects ' educationa l and occupationa l 

a s p ira t io n s .  The spec if ic  fam ily  backg round  va r iab les
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inves tiga ted  inc luded  fa th e r 's  level o f  educa tion , s ta tus  o f 

fa th e r 's  occupa tion , fam ily  l i fe s ty le  and family s t ru c tu re .  The 

data fo r  the s tu d y  was co llected from fo u r  e lementary schools 

in Ghana in 1975. The sample was made up o f  149 pup ils  all 

o f whom were en ro l led  in classes wh ich were a year p r io r  to 

the grades in wh ich  they  would take the Common Entrance 

Examination ( C . E . E . ) .  Resu lts  from th is  s tu d y  revealed tha t 

there was no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between marriage ty p e  

of s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  and their educational and occupational asp ira t ions  

However, an inve rse  association was found . Even a f te r  the 

contro l fo r  fa th e r 's  edu ca tion ,  fam ily  life  s ty le  and fa th e r 's  

occupation, all s im u ltaneous ly ,  the negative  association remained 

s ig n if ic a n t .  On the basis o f  these re s u lts ,  Ametwee conc luded:

The atmosphere o f  r i v a l r y  and je lous ly  wh ich re p o r te d ly  
ex is ts  in po lygyno us  families may be a c o n t r ib u to ry  
fac to r  in dep ress ing  c h i ld re n 's  asp ira t ions  ra th e r  than 
t ra n s la t in g  the in f luences  o f  the c o n f l ic t -p ro n e  families 
milieu in to po s it ive  t r a i t s  o f hea lthy  com petit ion , and 
th e re fo re ,  the p la u s ib i l i t y  o f se t t ing  h igh  occupational 
goals towards wh ich  to s t ru g g le .  (Ametwee, 1979:1 82)

A lthough the re su lts  o f  th is  s tu d y ,  revealed no s ig n if ic a n t  

relationship between the  fam ily  s t ru c tu re  and educational 

asp ira tions of p u p i ls ,  the f in d in g s  o f  the s tu d y  should be 

in te rp re ted  w ith  cau tion  as the sub jec ts  were v e ry  yo u n g .

At the p r im a ry  school level the asp ira t ions  are s t i l l  in the 

early stages o f fo rm ation  and are th e re fo re  sub jec t to changes 

as the s tuden t g row s o ld e r .  A t  secondary school leve l, 

i t  would be expected th a t  s tu d e n ts ' asp ira t ions  have s tab lised 

to some e x te n t .  I t  w i l l th e re fo re  be o f  in te re s t  to in ves t iga te  

whether marriage ty p e  a f fe c ts  secondary school
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s tuden ts ' educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  in Nyandarua 

D is t r ic t ,  Kenya.

S tuden ts ' perce ived academic a b i l i t y  appears to in f luence 

th e ir  educational and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  A s tu d y  by 

Blay o f  Ghana (1973) revealed th a t  s tu d e n t 's  ra t ing  o f  h imself 

in term s o f academic a b i l i ty  was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  related to his 

educationa l asp ira t ions .  S tu d e n t 's  hopes o f  con t in u in g  th e ir  

education was the re fo re  in f luenced  by  how they  th o u g h t  they  

perfo rm ed academically. No s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  was however 

found  in the s tu d y  between pe rce ived  academic a b i l i ty  and 

occupationa l expec ta t ions .

A s tu d y  conducted in Iv o ry  Coast by C lignet and Foster 

(1966) also supported  the f in d in g s  o f  B lay . C ligne t and Foster 's  

s tu d y  revealed tha t academic s ta n d in g  as measured by s tu d e n t 's  

own ra n k in g  o f  his academic a b i l i t y  p layed a modest role in 

in f lu e n c in g  educational a s p ira t io n s .  O ver 80 percen t o f  s tuden ts  

who had not repeated any class expected  to continue th e ir  

education as aga inst on ly  69 pe rcen t o f  those who had repeated 

one o r  more classes. The s tu d y  also found  perce ived academic 

a b i l i ty  to have some in fluence  on occcupationa l asp ira tions  of 

s tu d e n ts .  The s tu d y  found th a t  i t  was the academically weak 

as well as those from lim ited social b ackg ro und  who chose 

teach ing , as a ca ree r.  Police and m i l i ta ry  careers were chosen 

by the weakest s tu d e n ts .  However, those who rated themselves 

h igh  in academic a b i l i ty  and those from  h ig h e r  social backg round  

tended to re in fo rce  each o the r  w i th  respec t to the choice o f 

a d m in is t ra t iv e  and execu tive  occupa tions . The s tu d y  fu r th e r



showed th a t  tw o - th i r d s  o f the s tuden ts  who ranked  themselves 

in the to p -q u a r te r  o f  th e ir  class had h igh  occupationa l a s p ira ­

t ions as compared to 44 pe rcen t of those who had placed 

themselves in the bottom q u a r te r .

Perhaps a s tu d y  w ith  in te re s t in g  resu lts  was th a t  done 

by Kunza (1982) in Korea. The s tudy  was based on the social 

m ob il i ty  th e o ry ,  th a t  the pa ren ts  posit ion in s t ra t i f ic a t io n  

in fluences the  level o f  asp ira t ions  o f ado lescents. The s tu d y  

a ttempted to also in ve s t ig a te  the impacts o f u rb a n ic i t y ,  socio­

economic s ta tu s ,  mental a b i l i t y ,  academic perfo rm ance, academic 

se lf  concept and s ig n i f ic a n t  o the rs  on h ig h e r  educationa l and 

occupational asp ira t io n s  o f  Korean women. The s tu d y  f u r t h e r  

sough t to f in d  out how th is  impact differs between men and 

women. Data fo r  the s tu d y  was de r ive d  from responses to 

the ques tionna ire  o f  m u lt ip le  choice adm in is te red to 1 828 ju n io r  

boys and g i r l s  in 13 h igh  schools randomly selected from all 

academic and vocationa l h igh schools in all reg ions o f  Korea.

Data ana lys is  ind ica ted  th a t  all the s ix  hypo thes ized  fac to rs  

(s ig n i f ic a n t  o the rs  in fluence ,academ ic perfo rm ance, sex, u rb a n ic i t y ,  

socio-economic s ta tus  and mental a b i l i t y ) ,  th a t  in f luence  occupationa l 

and h ig h e r  educationa l asp ira t ions  o f Koreans were s ig n i f ic a n t  

excep t "academic se l f-co n ce p t"  v a r iab le .  However, th is  s tu d y  

toge the r  w ith  the o th e rs  mentioned above were conducted  in 

o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  and no t in Kenya. T h is  s tu d y  w ill th e re fo re  

in ves tiga te  w he the r  s tu d e n ts ' perce ived academic a b i l i ty  in f luences 

their educationa l and occupationa l aspira tions- in N yandarua D is t r ic t ,  

Kenya.
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Stud ies  in Kenya

Stud ies o f  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts  

have also been conducted in K e n y a ,-  Sommerset (1970) s tud ied  

the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  fo u r th  form 

secondary school s tu d e n ts .  The data fo r  h is s tu d y  came from 

all o ve r  Kenya, s t ra t i f ie d  by p ro v in c e .  Seventeen o f  the schools 

were boys schools o n ly ,  two were g i r ls  schools o n ly ,  and the 

o th e r  two were c o -e d u ca t io n a l. In o rd e r  to cover a complete 

range o f type  o f  secondary schools found in Kenya, add it iona l 

data was obta ined from  o the r  th re e  schools which were ou ts ide  

the main sample. Complete ques tionna ires  were obta ined from  

1 253 pup ils  in the 24 schools in the random and supp lem en ta ry  

samples. Nine h u n d re d  and n in e ty  th ree  (993) respondents  

were boys and two h u n d re d  and s ix ty  (260) were g i r l s .

Somerset's s tu d y  had one main question  conce rn ing  s tuden ts  

asp ira t ions  and the o th e r .o n  s tu d e n ts  expecta t ions fo r  f u r t h e r  

educa tion . A p a r t  from these two ques tions , o ther questions 

inc luded  backg ro und  fac to rs  on educationa l and occupationa l 

a s p ira t io n s .

Results from analysed data showed th a t  e ig h ty  percen t 

o f  the sample answered the two questions on educational and 

occupationa l asp ira t io n s  and expec ta t ions  in the same way. O n ly  

f iv e  pe rcen t said they  would l ike  to con t inue  th e ir  education 

to a h ig h e r  level th a t  they  th o u g h t  would have been poss ib le .

The ty p e  o f school th a t  the s tu d e n t a ttended was s t ro n g ly
t

associated w ith  his o r  her educationa l asp ira t io n s .  More than 

two th i r d s  o f  the  s tu d e n ts  from  national schools wanted to
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continue th e ir  education  to h ig h e r  c e r t i f ic a te  and about th ree  

f i f t h  hoped to go to U n iv e rs i t y .  On the o th e r  hand more 

than th ree  q u a r te rs  o f  the s tuden ts  from Harambee schools 

were not aiming at a n y th in g  more than a pass in the  school 

c e r t i f ic a te  exam inations. S tuden ts  from p ro v in c ia l  schools 

were in te rm ed ia te  in th e i r  asp ira t ions ,  b u t  more c lose ly  to 

those o f .  Harambee school's  than o f  national schools.

K a r iuk i (1976) conducted a s tu d y  in th re e  secondary 

schools in Kiambu D is t r ic t .  The s tu d y  focussed m ain ly  on 

parental in f luence  upon educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

o f secondary school s tu d e n ts .  The p a r t ic u la r  va r iab les  th a t  

were inves tiga ted  on w he the r  they  in f luenced  educationa l and 

occupational a sp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  were age, 

sex, re lig ious  a f f i l ia t io n ,  b i r t h  o rd e r ,  educationa l leve l,  paren ta l 

education and occupa tion . Results from analysed data revealed 

th a t  the re  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  between s tuden ts ' sex, 

educational leve l,  fa th e r 's  education and occupation and th e ir  

educational and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  K a r iu k i conc luded 

her s tu d y  by o b se rv in g  th a t :

The role o f  in te rpe rson a l re la t io nsh ip  betwen pa ren ts  
and s tu d e n ts ,  d iscuss ions on educationa l m atters  
too p lay a c ruc ia l part in formation o f  a s p ira t io n s .  In 
o the r  w ords  the k in d  o f m otivation th a t  s tuden ts  get 
from th e i r  pa ren ts  need to be emphasized in school 
and at home (K a r iu k i  1976: 90).

The f in d in g s  o f the s tu d y  by  K a r iu k i (1 976) were suppo rted  

by  those o f  the s tu d y  by  A rap  Rono (1982). A rap  Rono (1982) 

set out to s tu d y  the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

and expecta t ion  o f  .senior boys and g i r ls  in Kericho D is t r ic t .

The ob jec t ive  o f  the s u rv e y  was to id e n t i fy  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  which
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relate to expressed educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

and expecta tions o f  secondary school s tuden ts  in Kericho 

D is t r ic t .  The data used in th is  d e s c r ip t iv e  s u rv e y  revealed 

tha t ce r ta in  aspects o f  home and school environment d id  in f luence 

the s tuden ts  on th e i r  educationa l and occupationa l a sp ira t ions ,  

occupational choices and a b i l i t y  to con tinue  w ith  th e ir  education .

It was also noted th a t  pa ren ts  w ith o u t  formal schooling 

could not help t h e i r  c h i ld re n  in occupational choices. Parental 

encouragement was deemed essentia l fo r  the c h i ld re n  in th e ir  

cons idera t ion  o f c o n t in u in g  education, occupationa l asp ira t ions  

and expecta t ions. F u r th e r  ana lys is  ind ica ted  th a t  parents ' land 

ow nersh ip  and s tu d e n ts ' sex were s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  in th e ir  

a b i l i ty  to con tinue  educa tion . The s tuden ts  perce ived tha t 

land ow nersh ip  may ind ica te  th a t  pa ren ts  were able to get 

enough income from  the farm to enable them to send th e i r  ch i ld re n  

to unaided schools o r  p r iv a te  o r  vocational colleges. P revious 

academic perform ance and perfo rm ance in t r ia l  examinations 

were the best in d ic a to rs  o f  educationa l asp ira t ions  and 

expecta t ions.

Anderson ( 1 968) d id  a research which focused on the 

occupational a t t i tu d e s  o f  school pup ils  in Centra l P rov ince of 

Kenya. He observed  th a t  choices o f  school leavers were re g u la r ly  

cond it ioned by fa c to rs  wh ich  were q u i te  beyond the con tro l o f  

the school. These were s c a rc i ty  o f  land, lack o f in f r a s t ru c tu r e ,

a va i la b i l i ty  o f m arke ts  s u f f ic ie n t ly  la rge fo r  p ro f i ta b le  e n te rp r is e ,
/

lack o f  w o rk ing  cap ita l and number o f  wage and salaried employ­

ment all o f wh ich  were re la ted  to the s t ru c tu re  o f the economy.
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Anderson f u r t h e r  noted th a t  p u p i ls  asp ira tions  also tended 

to be in fluenced by non-econom ic fac to rs  no tab ly  the a t t i tu d e s  

and judgements o f  s tu d e n ts ' pa ren ts .

Koff (1967) examined what p r im a ry  pup ils  in Kenya th in k  

are the purpose o f  th e i r  education  and how these re la te  to 

th e ir  asp ira t ions .  His sample consisted o f  t h i r t y  th re e  p r im a ry  

school pup ils .  Most p u p i ls  were found to view education as 

a means towards social m o b i l i ty .  The re  was a dem onstra ted 

pre ference fo r  occupations w h ich  are linked  w ith  educationa l 

a c t iv i t ie s  because they  o f fe r  chances fo r  fu r th e r  educa tion . 

Thus, pup ils  were found  to p re fe r  c le r ica l posit ions to fa rm in g .  

As to the fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  s tu d e n ts ' career asp ira t ions  

family backg round  and t ra in in g  va lues and expecta t ions were 

found to be s ig n i f ic a n t .  M a jo r i ty  o f  the s tuden ts  ind ica ted 

in te re s t  in formal education  up to  u n iv e rs i t y  level.

Koffs study was conducted  many years ago us ing  a v e ry  

small sample. F u r th e r ,  the sub jec ts  o f his s tu d y  were p r im a ry  

school pup ils .  In primary schoo ls, pup ils  were s t i l l  v e ry  young 

and perhaps th e i r  a s p ira t io n s  were in the process o f  fo rm a tion . 

There  is th e re fo re  a need fo r  a s tu d y  to be conducted us ing 

secondary school s tu d e n ts  and a la rg e r  sample.

The ILO Report on Kenya (1972) dea lt w ith  em ployment, 

income and in e q u a l i ty .  The re p o r t  assessed education from 

the employment genera t ion  po in t  o f  v iew . As rega rds  em ploy­

ment the re p o r t  po in ted  ou t its  causes were o f two imbalances. 

F i rs t  there was imbalance between the g ro w th  o f the la b o u r-  

force (mainly the educated u rb a n  popu la tion ) and the overa l l
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g ro w th  o f  the economy. Secondly the re  was imbalance between 

people 's a sp ira t ions  and expecta t ions o f w o rk  and the  s t ru c tu re  

o f  incomes and ava ilab le  o p p o r tu n it ie s .  The re p o r t  noted th a t  

educationa l t ra in in g  interacts and reinforces the imbalance in 

two ways. F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  the education and t ra in in g  p ro v id e d  

by the system was found  to be o f the wrong k in d  in the  v iew 

o f  the needs o f  the  economy. Secondly, the a t t i tu d e s ,  a s p ira ­

t ions and expec ta t ions  generated and stim ulated by  the  education 

system (namely a p re p a ra t io n  fo r  and expecta t ion  o f  fo rm a l,  

n o n - ru ra l  employment) crea te  a mis-match between job  expe c ta ­

t ion and o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

A cco rd ing  to  the  re p o r t ,  the fac to rs  wh ich de term ine 

in d iv id u a ls  ca ree r choice were o f two types : those genera ted  

by the education system and those associated w ith  Kenyan 's  

economic s t r u c tu r e .  The c o u n t ry 's  education was fo und  to 

produce s tu d e n ts  whose asp ira t ions  were geared tow ards  h igh  

levels o f  formal e du ca t ion .  Tha t was because the c u r r ic u lu m  

did not re late educa tion  to the needs o f term inal s tu d e n ts .

Instead emphasis was laid on academic achievement w h ich  ac tu a l ly  

was the main o r ie n ta t io n  fo r  advancement w ith in  the system .

Maxwell (1969) ana lysed the a t t i tu d e  form ation aspect o f  

the ove ra l l education  fu n c t io n  and its  relevance to deve lopm ent 

process in Kenya. S pec if ica l ly  the s tu d y  was an a ttem p t to 

measure s tu d e n t 's  a t t i tu d e  towards ru ra l l iv in g  and m odern iza tion

movement, to c o r re c t  occupational inc lina t ions  and choices as
/

well as to assemble some ind ica to rs  o f  the level o f th e i r  genera l 

a g r ic u l tu re  in fo rm a t io n .  The respondents were male s tu d e n ts
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in th e i r  second and fo u r th  form  education  in selected Kenyan 

secondary schools. The sample size was 1 855 s tuden ts .

Maxwell s ta r ted  his ana lys is  by  making two p ropos it ions . The 

f i r s t  p ropos it ion  was th a t  a l th o u g h  i t  had been recognized th a t  

a g r ic u l tu re  played a c ru c ia l  role in the development o f the 

c o u n t r y ,  the re  were no s t ro n g  incen t ives  to induce school 

leavers to en te r  fa rm ing  and re la ted  occupations. The second 

p ropos it ion  was tha t the  vas t m a jo r i ty  o f  secondary school 

s tuden ts  viewed education as a way o f  escaping from the 

d ru d g e r ie s  o f  n o n -p ro d u c t iv e  a g r ic u l tu r e .  In o ther words 

"w h ite  co l la r"  p re fe rence  was s t ro n g .

Assuming the s itua t io n  to be as s ta ted above, Maxwell 

ra ised one basic que s tion :  "how can a change in the educa tiona l,  

a g ra r ia n  and economic s t ru c tu r e  be so organ ized as to induce 

educated people to e n te r  a g r ic u l tu re  and re lated occupations 

o f th e i r  own free  w ill and even des ire? " To answer th is  question  

Maxwell analysed fac to rs  wh ich  in f luenced  s tuden ts ' career 

asp ira t io n s ,  th e ir  pe rcep tion  o f  education  and th e ir  a t t i tu d e  

toward  old ways such as t ra d i t io n a l  fa rm in g .  Maxwell estab lished 

th a t  s tuden ts ' fee lings and p re fe rences  about va r ious employment 

o p p o r tu n it ie s  were in f luenced  and formed by such fac to rs  as 

the a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  ce r ta in  jobs, p re s t ig e  associated w ith  an 

occupa tion , parenta l or group o p in io n ,  knowledge reg a rd in g  

renumerations and in fo rm ation  ga th e re d  from teachers.

As rega rds  career p re fe re n c e ,h is  f in d in g  was tha t 

c o n t ra ry  to the view held th a t  secondary  school s tuden ts  have 

a s tro n g  p re fe rence  fo r  w h ite -c o l la r  jobs s tuden ts  seem to 

p re fe r  b lue -co l la r  jobs to w h ite  co l la r  ones.



An O verv iew  o f  Related L i te ra tu re

An ove rv iew  o f  the  s tud ies  th a t  have been ca r r ie d  ou t in 

Kenya show th a t  sex o f  a s tu d e n t  is an im portan t de te rm inan t 

o f  educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school 

s tu d e n ts .  The ty p e  o f  school th a t  a s tuden t a ttends  (n a t io n a l,  

p rov in c ia l or harambee) also may in f luence  s tuden ts ' asp ira t io n s  

(Somerset, 1970). The s tud ies  o f  A ra p  Rono (1982), K a r iu k i 

(1976) c lea r ly  ind ica ted  th a t  education or occupation o f  s tu d e n ts ' 

pa ren ts  is a pow e rfu l d e te rm inan t o f  s tuden ts ' a sp ira t ions .  Perhaps 

the experiences th a t  a h ig h ly  learned pa ren t has and the 

encouragement th a t  the p a re n t  g ives was the main reason beh ind  

the parenta l in f luence s .  However, these s tud ies  were conducted  

many years back , thus  th e re  is a need fo r  ano ther s tu d y  to 

be conducted c o n s id e r in g  some o f  the fac to rs  tha t were inc luded  

in these s tud ies . These fa c to rs  are fa the rs  education and occupa tion , 

mothers education and occup a tion , age, sex, family s ize. T h is  

s tu d y  w il l  in ves t iga te  w h e th e r  these fac to rs  in f luence educationa l 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s  o f  secondary school s tuden ts  in 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

S tudies th a t  have been conducted in o the r  co u n tr ie s  sugges t 

tha t  apa rt  from the  fac to rs  mentioned in the Kenyan s tu d ie s ,  

the re  are o the r  fa c to rs  th a t  can in f luence s tuden ts ' educationa l 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s .  These fac to rs  inc lude: a s tu d e n t 's  

residence w he the r ru ra l  o r  u rb a n  (Sewell, 1957; Nam and C ow h ig , 

1960; Blay 1973), m arr iage  ty p e ,  w hether po lygynous o r  monogamous

(Ametewee, 1979), s tu d e n ts ' pe rce ived  academic a b i l i ty  (C l ig n e t
/

and Foste r, 1966; B lay , 1973; Kunza, 1982). The p resen t s tu d y  

w ill in ves t iga te  w h e th e r  these fac to rs  which have not been 

inves tiga ted  p re v io u s ly  in f luence  the educational and occupationa l 

asp ira tions  o f  s tu d e n ts  in N yandarua D is t r ic t .  The s tu d y  w ill
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fu r th e r  inves t iga te  w h e th e r  s tu d e n ts ' educationa l and occupational 

asp ira tions  are in f luenced  by the  ty p e  o f  school wh ich a s tu d e n t 

a ttends which is e i th e r  mixed o r  not mixed in terms o f sex.

The Theore tica l Framework

Th is  s tu d y  employs both  the socia lization and symbolic 

in te rac t ion ism  theories  to se rve  as the u n d e r ly in g  re fe rence 

po in t fo r  the fac to rs  in f lu e n c in g  educationa l and occupational 

asp ira tions  o f secondary school s tu d e n ts  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

Socialization is a process th ro u g h  wh ich  the society teaches 

the ch i ld  what he needs to know to be in teg ra ted  in to  the 

community, to deve lop his pe rsona li t ies  and to f ind  stable 

meaningful sa t is fac t ions .  Society transmits not on ly  general 

c u l tu ra l  values th a t  de f ine  its  way o f  l i fe  bu t also specif ic  

asp ira tions  (Broom and Se lzn ick 1 955: 86). The in d iv id u a l 

is socialized by many agencies -  the  family, the school, his 

playmates, his occupation and in l i te ra te  society by  the w r i t te n  

word (Broom and Selzn ick 1955: 57). In ch ildhood years the 

family is the major soc ia liz ing  a g e n t.  I t  is w ith in  the family 

tha t  t ra in in g  o f  c h i ld re n  la rg e ly  takes place. W ithin the fam ily  

the paren ts  are the a d u lt  societal agents  responsib le  fo r  socia­

liza t ion . Parental socia lization p rac t ices  are s t ro n g ly  in f luenced  

by the ne ighbou rhood , school, s u b c u ltu re  and w ide r  c u l tu re  

w ith in  which the fam ily  res ides (Mussen et al 1984: 379).

A ch i ld 's  asp ira t ions  are p a r t ly  acqu ired  w ith in  the fam ily  

and p a r t ly  w i th in  the school. In re g a rd  to' th is  the re levan t 

theore t ica l fram ew ork  is sym bolic  in te rac t ion ism  (Mead, 1934;

Cooley, 1964) wh ich  p rov id es  some re le va n t elements o f  in te ra c t io n ,



as they  re la te  to in d iv id u a l ch ild  p e rcep t ion ,  ch i ld  pe rcep tions  

fo r  a d u lts  and s ig n i f ic a n t  o thers  in his o r  he r env ironm en t 

and the e f fe c ts  wh ich  these have in shap ing  the c h i ld 's  

educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions .

Mead (1934: 140) contends:

"T h e  se lf  as th a t  wh ich  can be an ob jec t o f  i t s e l f  
is essen tia l ly  a social s t ru c tu re  and i t  r ises  in 
social e x p e r ie n c e " .

Thus th is  concep tion  implies tha t how one perce ives  h is  or 

he rse lf  must be soc ia lly  de term ined . The concept o f  s e l f  is 

a composite o f  those a t t r ib u te s  o f q u a l i ty  and va lues wh ich  

the in d iv id u a l t h in k  and , o r  perceive the o th e r  people as th in k in g  

and expe c ting  of him and her. Thus, as in the case o f po lygyno us  

families fo r  example where jealous and r iv a l r y  ex is ts  among 

the co -w ives  (Ametewee 1 979), a ch i ld  may pe rce ive  h is /h e r  

mother as e xp e c t in g  h im /h e r  to a tta in  a c e r ta in  level o f  education 

in o rd e r  to acqu ire  a c e r ta in  type o f occupa tion . As a ch i ld  

takes the role o f  h is /h e r  mother, he /she may set h is /h e r  

asp ira t ions  at a c q u ir in g  the  level o f  education leading to  an 

occupation th a t  he /she  perce ives h is /h e r  m other th in k s  i t  is 

a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  h im /h e r .

As s tu d e n ts  in te ra c t  w ith  th e ir  pa ren ts  a t home th e ir  

asp ira t ions  may be set a t a cqu ir ing  the level o f  education  tha t  

they cons ide r  a p p ro p r ia te  in o rde r  to acqu ire  a p a r t ic u la r

type  o f  occupa tion . T h is  s tu d y  inves tiga ted  w he the r
/

paren ta l education  and occupation in f luence  s tu d e n ts ' educationa l 

and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

-  36 -
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The place where ch i ld ren  res ide  can in f lu e n c e  th e i r  

educational and occupational a s p i ra t io n s .  (Mussen et al 1984: 

379). S tudents who reside in  an  u rb a n  a rea  when the  schoo ls  

they a ttend  are closed are l i k e ly  to  in te ra c t  w ith  people who 

have a tta ined differentJevels o f  educa tion  f o r  example, form  

fo u r ,  s ix  or even u n iv e rs i ty .  These peop le  m ight be having different 

types o f  jobs. As students in te ra c t  w i th  these  people in t h e i r  

env ironm en t,  the ir  aspirations may be shaped  i f  they  p e rc e iv e  

o the r  people as expecting them to a t ta in  th e  h ighes t level 

o f education and then acquire p re s t ig io u s  occupa tions . T hese  

s tuden ts  may also have good chances o f  re a d in g  magazines, 

newspapers, lis ten ing to the ra d io  or w a tc h in g  te lev is ions  

than th e ir  ru ra l coun te rpa rts . A ll these may help in s h a p in g  

s tuden ts  asp ira t ions . On the  o th e r  hand s tu d e n ts  who re s id e  

in the ru ra l area when the  school they  a t te n d  are c losed, 

are l ik e ly  to in te rac t with few people who have  a tta ined  h ig h  

educa tion . As a result o f  low educa tiona l leve l a tta ined  b y  

most people in th e ir  rural e n v iro n m e n t ,  who m ight not be h a v in g  

p re s t ig io u s  occupations, c h i ld re n  may have lower educa tiona l 

and occupationa l aspirations compared to t h e i r  u rban  c o u n te r p a r t s .  

T h is  s tu d y  investigates w h e th e r  s tuden ts ' res idence in f lu e n c e s  

th e i r  educationa l and occupational a s p ira t io n s .

The fam ily  size of s tu d e n ts  may also in f luence  th e i r  

a s p ira t io n s .  I t  is assumed th a t  s tuden ts  w ho come from  la rg e

fam ilies w ill have less time to interact w i th  t h e i r  pa ren ts  th a n
/

those  who comes from small fam ilies. T h is  is  because p a re n ta l  

a t te n t io n  is shared among all th e  c h i ld re n .  In th is  s tu d y
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it  w ill be inves tiga ted  w h e th e r  s tuden ts ' fam ily  size w ill 

in f luence  th e ir  asp ira t io n s  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

A s tuden t 's  perce ived  academic a b i l i ty  w il l  in f luence  his 

educational and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  A s tu d e n t rates 

h is /h e r  academic a b i l i t y  acco rd ing  to how he /she  pe rfo rm s 

in the class tes ts .  I f  a s tu d e n t  ra tes h im s e l f /h e rs e l f  to be 

average, above ave rage , o r  below average he /she  may perce ive  

o the r s tuden ts  and teachers  as w an ting  h im /h e r  to a t ta in  the 

h ighest level o f  edu ca tion .  Student's asp ira t ions  may be set 

at a cq u ir in g  the h ighes t  level o f  education leading to a ce r ta in  

type  o f occupation. On the o the r  hand, s tuden ts  who perce ive  

themselves as being below average may set th e ir  asp ira t ions  

at a cqu ir ing  occupations th a t  do not re q u ire  h igh  educationa l 

level. Th is  s tu d y  w ill in ves t iga te  w he the r s tuden ts ' pe rce ived  

academic a b i l i ty  in f luences  th e ir  educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira tions in N yandarua D is t r ic t .

The school typ e  s tu d e n ts  a ttend  as ca te rgo r ised  by sex 

may help in shap ing  th e i r  asp ira t io n s .  As s tuden ts  in te ra c t  

w ith  one another, they  may be hav ing  sex -s te re o typ e d  ideas 

which may help in shap ing  th e ir  educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions . S tuden ts  may have an idea th a t  the re  are jobs 

tha t are a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  each sex. T h e ir  asp ira t ions  may 

the re fo re  be set at a c q u ir in g  the educationa l level wh ich  can 

lead to the occupations th a t  are considered a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  

a ce r ta in  sex. T h is  s tu d y  inves tiga ted  w he the r  th e re  is 

any re la t ionsh ip  between s tu d e n ts ' educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira tions  and the school ty p e  they  a ttend  when ca tegor ised  

by sex.
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T h ro u g h  socia liza tion a p p ro p r ia te  sex roles are t ran sm it ted  

to members o f  the soc ie ty  (Weinreich 1978: 18). As socia lization 

o f  s tuden ts  o f  d i f fe re n t  sex takes places among themselves in the 

schools they  a t te n d ,  each sex may have sex -s te reo typed  ideas 

about the ty p e  o f  jobs th a t  are a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  each sex w h ich  

may h e lp - in  shap ing th e ir  a sp ira t ions  (see Weinreich 1978:20), As 

male and female s tu d e n ts  in te ra c t  w ith  one another each sex 

w ill aim at a t ta in in g  the level o f  education requ ire d  in o rd e r  

to acquire the jobs that are cons idered  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  each sex.

Th is  s tu d y  th e re fo re  inves tiga tes  w h e th e r  sex of the s tuden ts  

in f luences  th e ir  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira tions  in 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

Socialization is an ongoing a f fa i r  wh ich  continues th ro u g h  

the in d iv id u a l^  li fe  cyc le  (G os l in ,  1 962: 2 ) .  I t  is the re fo re  

expected th a t  s tu d e n ts  who are more mature in age than th e i r  

c o u n te rp a r ts ,  though  in the same c lass, have gathered  more 

in fo rm ation  about jobs and the level o f  education req u ire d  in 

o rd e r  to acqu ire  those jobs . T h is  may in tu rn  in f luence  th e i r  

educationa l and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  Th is  s tu d y  

inves tiga ted  w he the r s tu d e n ts ' age in f luences th e ir  educational 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

Hypotheses

In th is  section the major hypo theses generated fo r  th is  

s tu d y  are d iscussed . These hypo theses were d raw n from the 

l i te ra tu re  rev iew  and the  theo re t ica l f ram ew ork . The independent 

and dependent va r iab les  are isolated and then the opera tiona l
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definitions of these va r iab les  is p ro v id e d .  The fo llow ing 

are the major hypo theses in the s tu d y .

HI: The social b ackg ro und  fa c to rs  o f  a s tuden t in fluences

h is /h e r  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions .

The independent va r iab les  in th is  hypo thes is  are the social 

backg round  fac to rs  o f  a s tu d e n t .  The fo llow ing ind ica to rs  

were used to measure the in dependen t va r iab les ;

Marriage type  o f  a s tu d e n t 's  f a t h e r : Can e ithe r  be po lygynous

or monogamous rega rd less  o f  w h e th e r  the fa the r  is p resen t 

at home or not.

S tuden t 's  res ide nce : taken  to be e i th e r  ru ra l or urban .

Student's family s ize : taken  to be the tota l number o f  b ro th e rs

o r  s is te rs  a s tuden t has.

Fa the r 's  edu ca t io n : T h is  re fe rs  to the h ighes t class

or s tandard  attained by a s tu d e n t 's  fa th e r .

Fa ther 's  occup a t ion : T h is  is taken  to be what a s tuden ts '

fa th e r  does in o rd e r  to earn h is l iv in g .

Ametewee (1 979), found th a t  th e re  was a s ig n if ica n t  re la t io n sh ip  

between the s tuden ts ' fathers, marriage type  and th e ir  educationa l 

asp ira t ions .  Scholars l ike  Sewell (1 957), Nam and Cowhig (1 960) 

have found th a t  s tu d e n ts  from ru ra l  and urban  areas d i f fe r  

in terms of th e i r  educationa l and occupational asp ira t ions . 

S tuden ts  from u rban  areas had more educational asp ira t ions  

than those from ru ra l  areas. /

A s tu d y  by Blay (1 973) in ves t iga ted  educational and 

occupational p re fe rences  and expec ta t ions  o f  s tuden ts  in Ghana
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in re la t ion  to the manpower requ irem en ts . Among the va r iab les  

tha t the  s tu d y  inves tiga ted  was w he the r the re  was any re la t io n ­

sh ip  between educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  and s tuden t^  

res idence.

K a r iu k i  ( 1 976), Rono (1982), Sewell e t al (1957), P o rte r  

(1954), K rauss (1 964), Powers (1974) and Sewell e t 'a l  (1 957), 

have found in th e ir  s tud ies  th a t  a c h i ld 's  fa th e r 's  and m other's  

education and occupation genera lly  emerge as p a r t ic u la r ly  

im portan t fa c to rs  in the way ch i ld re n  form th e ir  educationa l 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  O ur s tu d y  aims at exam in ing 

how these pa ren ta l ch a ra c te r is t ic s  in f luence  the educationa l 

and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f secondary school s tuden ts  in 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

F u r th e r ,  K a r iu k i (1976) found in he r s tu d y  th a t  the re  

was no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between a s tu d e n t 's  family 

size and his educationa l and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  Th is  

s tu d y  examines w he the r  the family size in f luences a s tuden t ’s 

educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

The opera tiona l definitions o f  the independen t va r iab le  

in HI are as fo llows:

Independen t V a riab le  in HI

1. M arr iage  T y p e : to  be de fined as the number o f  w ives a 

s tu d e n t 's  fa th e r  o r  gua rd ian  has: A family in wh ich a

man has on ly  one w ife is termed as monogamous. I f  a 

man has more than  one w ife ,  the fam ily  is termed as 

p o ly g y n o u s .  The monogamous or po lygynous  fam ily



s t ru c tu re s  are cons idered  regard less o f w h e th e r  the 

fa the r  is p re s e n t  o r  absent from home.

2. S tuden t 's  R es idence : de f ined as a place where a s tu d e n t

resides when he is not in school. I t  can e i th e r  be in a 

ru ra l o r in an u rb a n  area.

3. S tuden ts ' fam ily  s iz e : taken to be the to ta l num ber o f

b ro th e rs  and s is te rs  a s tuden t has.

4. Fa ther 's  educa tiona l le v e l : defined as the h ig h e s t  class

or s tanda rd  a tta ined  by a s tuden t 's  fa th e r .

5. Fa ther 's  o c c u p a t io n : th is  is to be taken to be what a

s tuden t 's  fa th e r  does in o rd e r  to earn his l iv in g .

6. M other's  educa tiona l le v e l : defined as the h ighes t  class or

standard of education attained by a students' mother.
7. M other's  o c c u p a t io n : taken  to be what a s tu d e n ts  m other

does in o rd e r  to earn he r l iv in g .

Dependent va r iab le  in HI

The dependent va r ia b le  in HI is the educationa l and 

occupational asp ira t io n s  o f  a secondary school s tu d e n t .  The 

dependent va r iab le  is o p e ra t io n a l ly  defined as:

Educational a s p i ra t io n s : Refers to the h ighes t educationa l

qua li f ica t ions  the in d iv id u a l  asp ires  to, in l i fe .

Occupational a s p i ra t io n s : Refers to what the s tu d e n t aims at

accom p lish ing , the occupationa l and professional goal tie o r  she 

hopes to a t ta in ,  as well as his o r  her s e l f - fu l f i lm e n t  p rophesy  

in job m atte rs .

H2: School- re la ted  fac to rs  in f luence s tuden ts ' educationa l and

occupational a s p ira t io n s  '

The independen t v a r iab le  in th is  hypo thes is  is the school 

re la ted fac to rs  wh ile  the  dependen t va r iab le  is the educationa l 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s .  The dependent va r iab le  in H2
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is de f ined  as in H1. The fo llow ing indicators were used to 

measure the independen t va r iab le :

School ty p e  a ttended by a s tu d e n t : The school could be e i th e r

mixed (co -educa t iona l)  i f  boys and g i r ls  school to g e th e r ,  or 

s ing le  s e x ( i f  i t  is fo r  e i th e r  boys or g i r ls  o n ly .

As fa r  as the researcher is aware, no s tu d y  has been 

conducted  in Kenya about the fac to rs  in f luenc ing  educationa l 

and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  us ing  

form two as the  sub jec ts  while cons ide r ing  w he the r the schools 

they  a ttend  are mixed or not m ixed. T he re fo re  th is  s tu d y  

will in ves t iga te  w he the r there is any re la t ionsh ip  between the 

school type  a s tu d e n t  a ttends and h is /h e r  educationa l and 

occupationa l a sp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

S tu d e n t 's  perce ived  academic a b i l i ty

T h is  is the way a s tu d e n t ranks  h im s e lf /h e rs e l f  acco rd ing  

to how he /she  perfo rm s academically in the classroom or in 

a class tes ts .  The best perform ance is termed as "above average" 

whereas the b e t te r  perform ance is re fe r re d  to as "ave rage"

On the  o the r  hand a s tu d e n t 's  performance can be below 

"ave rage" i f  he /she  has poor perform ance.
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T h is  hypo thes is  is based on the fact th a t  re c ru itm e n t  in to  

in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h ig h e r  education is re la t iv e ly  open and admission 

in to  these in s t i tu t io n s  is essen tia l ly  determ ined by  perfo rm ance 

on open exam ination . Scholars such as B lay (1973); C l igne t and 

Foster (1966), have found  th a t  s tu d e n t 's  s e l f - ra t in g  o f  h is /h e r  

academic a b i l i t y  in f luences his educational and occupational
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a s p ira t io n s .  However, the s tud ies  b y  these scholars have been 

c on trad ic ted  by th a t  o f Kunza (1982). Kunza's s tu d y  revealed 

th a t  all o the r  fa c to rs ,  th a t  were hypo thes ized  (s ig n i f ic a n t  o the rs  

in f luence , academic perfo rm ance, sex ,  u rb a n ic i t y ,  social economic 

s ta tus  and a b i I i t y ) th a t  in f luence  educationa l and occupational 

asp ira t ions  o f Koreans were s ig n i f ic a n t  excep t "academic se lf-  

concep t"  va r iab le .  Th is  s tu d y  in ves t iga tes  w he the r a student's 

perce ived academic a b i l i ty  in f luences h is /h e r  educationa l and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  in N yandarua d is t r i c t .

H3: Stpdentls personal fac to rs  in f luences  h is /h e r  educational

and occupationa l asp ira t ions

In hypo thes is  H3, the independen t va r iab le  was considered 

to be a student’ s personal fa c to rs ,  w h ile  the dependent va r iab le  

was the educationa l and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  The ind ica to rs  

o f the dependent va r iab le  and th e ir  ope ra tiona l de f ina t ions  are 

as in H1 and H2.

Independent V a riab le  in H3

The independent va r iab le  in th is  hypo the s is  is the s tu d e n t 's  

personal fa c to rs .  The fo llow ing in d ica to rs  were used to measure 

the independen t v a r ia b le .

S tude n t 's  s e x : to be c lass if ied  as e i th e r  male or female.

S tude n t 's  age : to be de f ined  as the per iod  o f  time in complete

years  a person has lived  since b i r t h .

Scholars in deve lop ing  co u n tr ie s  (Amadi 1975; R icha rds ,/
1974; B lay 1 973; C l igne t 1966;) have all concluded th a t  the 

educationa l asp ira t ions  o f  s tuden ts  are not a ffec ted  by  sex



d i f fe re n c e s .  On the o the r  hand scho lars  who have conducted 

th e ir  s tud ies  in Kenya (K a r iu k i  1976; Rono 1 982;) have found 

th a t  the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  s tuden ts  

are a ffec ted  by sex d i f fe re n ce s .  However, these s tud ies  were 

conducted  in Kiambu and Kericho d is t r ic t s  re s p e c t iv e ly .  While 

K a r iu k i 's  s tu d y  was conducted more than a decade ago, Rono's 

s tu d y  was conducted f ive  years back . T h is  s tu d y  the re fo re  

inves tiga tes  w he the r s tu d e n t 's  educationa l and occupational 

a sp ira t ions  are in f luenced  by th e ir  sex differences in Nyandarua D istrict. 

F u r th e r  scho lars  in Western co u n tr ie s  (C ra w fo rd ,  1975; Nam 

and Cowhig I9 6 0 ;)  found sex to be re la ted  to the educational 

a sp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts .  There  is th e re fo re  a need to in ves t iga te  

w he the r  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t  s tu d e n ts ' educationa l and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  are in f luenced  by th e i r  sex d i f fe re n ce s .

Measurement o f  Va riab les 

Levels o f  Educational A sp ira t ions

In th is  s tu d y  the levels o f educational asp ira tions  have 

been ca tegorised as being e i th e r  " h ig h "  o r  " lo w " .  In question
•*»

fo u r te e n ,  the respondents  who gave form fo u r  as the h ighest 

level o f  education they  would like to attain were placed in " low" 

c a te g o ry .  On the o the r  hand those responden ts  who ind ica ted 

th a t  th e y  wanted to attain university education were placed in the "high" 

c a te g o ry .

Levels o f  Occupational A sp ira t io n s

The levels o f  occupational asp ira t ions  have been categorised 

as being e i th e r  " h ig h "  o r  " lo w " .  In ques tion  s ix teen , the 

respondents  who chose jobs th a t  re q u ire d  a n y th in g  academically 

lower than u n iv e rs i t y  education were placed in the " low " ca tego ry .
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The responden ts  who chose jobs th a t  re q u ire  u n iv e rs i ty  

education  were placed in the "h ig h "  ca tego ry .

F a the r 's  education

In th is  s tu d y  "h ig h  level o f  educa tion" was taken to mean 

th a t  the s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  have had secondary or more educa tion . 

"Low level o f educa tion " was taken to mean th a t  s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  

have had less than secondary  educa tion .

Fa the r 's  occupation

I f  a fa th e r  had a job th a t  re q u ire s  secondary school 

education or h ig h e r  the occupation was termed as " h ig h "  in 

terms o f  s ta tu s .  On the o th e r  hand i f  a fa th e r  had a job 

tha t re q u ire s  less than secondary school education the 

occupation was termed as " low " in terms o f  s ta tus .

S tuden ts ' Residence

In question  ten s tu d e n ts  were asked to indicate where 

they  l ive  when the schools they  a ttend  are closed. S tude n ts  

who ind ica ted  th a t  they  live  in Nairobi c i t y ,  w ith in  a m u n ic ip a l i ty  

or w i th in  an u rban  counc il were termed as l iv in g  in u rban  

areas. Th is  ques tion  was th e re fo re  taken to mean th a t  a 

s tu d e n t  live e i th e r  in a ru ra l  o r in an u rban  area when 

not in school.

Family size

A fam ily  w ith  one to  fo u r  children was taken to be a small  ̂

fam ily .  On the  o th e r  hand a fam ily  w ith  f iv e  or more c h i ld re n  

was taken  to be a large fam ily .



Studen ts ' pe rce ived  academic a b i l i ty

T h is  was based on the s tu d e n t 's  own ra t in g  of h im seh/herse  

in term s o f  academic a b i l i t y .  The ca tegories  precoded and 

the score assigned to each were: Those th a t  ind ica ted  were 

exce llen t and above average were assigned a score o f  3. Those 

th a t  were average were assigned a score o f  2. Las t ly  those 

who ind ica ted  th a t  they  were below average and poor were 

assigned a score o f  1 . T he re fo re  the re  were on ly  th re e  

ca tegor ies , above average , average and below average.
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY 

Area o f  the S tu d y

The research was c a r r ie d  ou t in Nyandarua D is t r ic t  in the 

Centra l P rov ince o f  Kenya. The d is t r ic t  covers a to ta l land 

area o f  3528 square  kilometres which is 0.6% of the Republic of Kenya 

and 26.7% of the  C en tra l P rov ince . The d is t r ic t  is bo rde red  

to the no r th  by  La ik ip ia  D is t r ic t ,  to the east by Nyeri and 

Muranga D is t r ic ts  and to the west by N aku ru  D is t r ic t  (see 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t  Development Plan 1989-1993, and also map 

1. )

C lim atica lly  N yandarua en joys a ra in fa l l  o f about 750 mm 

and 1 500mm a n n u a l ly .  Much o f th is  ra in  fa lls  between March 

to May and A u g u s t  to November pe r iods . (D is t r ic t  Development 

Plan 1984 -  1988).

A cco rd ing  to  the D is tr ic t  Development Plan (1989 -  1993:7)

Nyandarua is p redo m ina t ly  a mixed fa rm ing  d is t r ic t  w ith  la rge

scale fa rm ing in c re a s in g ly  supp lem enting the large scale farms

th a t  were found in the d is t r i c t  be fore  independence (1 963) a rftl

soon a f te r  independence. The major c rops  g row n in terms o f

cu l t iv a te d  hectarage are maize, potatoes, wheat, beans, vege tab les ,

p y re th ru m  and o the r  h o r t ic u l tu ra l  c rops . D a iry  fa rm ing  is an

im portan t a c t iv i t y  all o ve r  the D istrFct. Beef ca ttle  are also 
reared as well as sheep fo r  wool and meat.

Nyandarua is one o f  the d is t r ic t s  where settlement schemes

are found in Kenya. P r io r  to independence the d is t r ic t  was 

occupied by w h ite  s e t t le rs  who had large farm s. A f te r  independence 

the governm ent su b d iv id e d  the wh ite  se t t le rs '  farms and gave



— J.

I ^ A K lP iA  btST&ICl
________  . „  x  N YE f t  biS7P) c-T
V ^ A  NY'ANbAftUA b & jK IC , 3  m fLAflbh  l& fM tJ
-------------INTERNATIONAL SooNbNP-i q  /C fixM&U b/STPJ c f _
----------- P A o y iN O iA L - PpUNhAAN S  p /A tL lf^U  hlS>'TA/(-T
--- --biSTPILj &oua/M^-Y
SoyjULE- nyanj>a&ua btsr&cr ̂ evoopa/̂ t plan iqtw -twz



50

them to the landless Kenyans. Nyandarua  is the re fo re  a new 

d is t r ic t  wh ich is composed o f  d i f fe r e n t  e thn ic  g ro u p s .  A p a r t  

from those people who were se tt led  by  the gove rnm en t,  the re  

are those in d iv id u a ls  who have b o u g h t subd iv ided  p lo ts .  K ik u y u s  

form by fa r  the m a jo r i ty  o f  the e th n ic  g roup s  in the d is t r i c t .

Out o f  the tota l popu la tion  o f  233,253, they  number 221,715 

o r  95% o f  the to ta l pop u la t ion .  O the r  e thn ic  g roups  in the 

d is t r ic t  inc lude Kalenjin (1%), Luhya (0.9%), Luo (0.6%), T u rk a n a  

(0.5%), Kamba (0.5%) and o the rs  (1.5%) (N yandarua  D is t r ic t  

Development Plan 1989 -  1993: 18).

As rega rds  secondary schools, in 1978, there  were 28

secondary schools. By 1983 secondary  schools had increased

from 28 to 37 (N yanda rua  D is t r ic t  Development Plan 1984 -1988 :23) 

In 1987 the re  were 62 Secondary Schools in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

(see D is t r ic t  Development Plan 1989 -  1993:234).

Methods o f Data Collection

T h is  s tu d y  is based on p r im a ry  data which was generated 

th ro u g h  the adm in is tra t ion  o f the que s t ionna ire  to a sample 

o f  279 secondary school s tu d e n ts  in N yandarua d is t r ic t .  The 

que s tionna ire  used in the s tu d y  had both pre -coded and open- 

ended ques tions . P re-coded ques tions  were meant to re s tra in  

respondents  from g iv in g  vague answers where prec is ion was 

re q u ire d .  Pre-coded ques tions  were also p re fe r re d  m ostly  fo r  

convenience. A cco rd ing  to Best (1 970: 167) ;

A closed form  ques tionna ire  is easy to f i l l  o u t ,  
takes l i t t le  t ime, keeps the responden t on the 
sub jec t ,  is re la t iv e ly  ob jec t ive  and f a i f l y  easy 
to tabu la te  and ana lyse.
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O pen-ended questions were inc luded so as to take care o f  cases 

where the respondents  personal v iew was re q u ire d .  In question  

16, fo r  example s tuden ts  were asked to  ind ica te  the k ind  o f 

job they  would like to have more than the  o the r  and then exp la in  

the job fu l l y  and spec if ica l ly  to ind ica te  the occupation . A no the r  

example is question  18 where s tu d e n ts  were asked w he the r 

th e y  would like to do the same k ind  o f  w o rk  as th e ir  fa th e rs  

o r  m others . I f  a s tu d e n t ind ica ted  "y e s "  o r "no " fo r  any o f  

h is p a re n ts ,  he was also re q u ire d  to w r i te  down the reason 

o r  reasons fo r  saying th a t .

The ques tionna ire  wh ich  was c o n s tru c te d  in o rd e r  to 

measure the var iab les  in the hypo theses consisted o f  20 items 

(See A p p e n d ix  2 ) .  These questions were re lated to the s tuden ts ' 

social b a ck g ro u n d ,  (s tu d e n ts ' res idence , m arriage type  o f 

s tu d e n ts ' fa th e r ,  fam ily  s ize, fa th e rs /m o th e rs ' education and 

occupa tion) school re la ted  fac to rs  (school ty p e ,  s tuden ts ' 

pe rce ived academic a b i l i t y ) ,  s tuden ts ' personal fac to rs  (age 

and se x ) .  These va r iab les  were im p o r ta n t  since some o f  them 

have not been in ves tiga ted  by  other researchers  in Kenya.

T he y  th e re fo re  formed the basis fo r  th is  s tu d y  and were inc luded 

in the hypotheses to be tes ted .

As a measure o f  s tu d e n ts ' educationa l asp ira t ions  questions 

13 to 15 were used. In p a r t ic u la r  ques tion  14 was used since 

i t  re q u ire d  the respondents to ind ica te  the  h ighes t educational 

level they  would like  to attain. On the  o th e r  hand , in o rd e r  

to measure the occupational asp ira t ions  o f  the s tuden ts  questions 

16 to  18 were used. Specifically question  16 was used since the 

respondents  were re q u ire d  to  ind ica te  the  k ind  o f  job  they
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would like to have more than  the  o the r  i f  they  were free  to  choose.

S a m p l i n g  P r o c e d u r e s  

S e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s

In Nyandarua D is t r ic t  th e re  are 62 Secondary Schools (see D is t r ic t  Develop

meat Plan 19(59-1993:23(tj. O ut o f  these schools, f i f t y  f i v e  are m ixed, f iv e

for g i r ls  and two fo r  boys o n ly .  In o rd e r  to select the schools th a t

pa rt ic ipa ted  in the  s tu d y ,  a s t ra t i f ie d  random sampling approach was

adopted. Moser (1958: 76) states th a t :

S t ra t i f ic a t io n  is a means o f  using knowledge o f  the popu la t ion  to 
increase the rep resen ta t iven ess  and prec is ion  o f  the sample.

He fu r th e r  remarks th a t :

S t ra t i f ic a t io n  does not im p ly  any d e p a r tu re  from  the p r in c ip le  o f  
randomness. A l l  i t  means is th a t ,  before any selection takes place 
the popu la tion  is d iv id e d  in to  a number o f  s t ra ta ;  then  a random 
sample is selected w i th in  each s tra tum . Th is  is almost ce r ta in  to 
be an im provem ent on a simple random sample because i t  makes sure 
th a t  the d i f fe r e n t  s tra ta  in the popula tion are  c o r re c t ly  rep resen ted

(Moser 1958: 78 -  79)

A l is t  o f all secondary  schools in Nyandarua D is t r ic t  was made.

These schools were a r ra n g e d  in to  va r ious  s t ra ta :  B oys ',  g i r l s '  and mixed 

schools. The name o f  each school from e ve ry  s tra tum  was w r i t te n  on 

a separate piece o f  pape r.  A l l pieces o f  paper fo r  each s tra tum  were 

wrapped and mixed u p .  Two pieces o f  paper were p icked a t random 

from the s tra tum  o f  g i r l s '  secondary schools, one from the s tra tu m  o f  

boys' secondary schools and th re e  from the s tra tum  o f m ixed secondary 

schools. The schools whose names appeared on the  p icked pieces o f  paper 

were selected fo r  ’ the  s tu d y .  Thus a to ta l o f  f iv e  secondary  schools 

were selected to p a r t ic ip a te  in t  he s tu d y .  Out o f  the f iv e  selected 

schools, Nyandarua H igh School and Magomano Harambee Secondary School 

Were mixed (c o -e d u c a t io n a l) . N y a h u ru ru  High School was fo r  boys o n ly ,  

whereas Karima H igh  School and Nja-bini were g i r ls ’ schools.



The choice o f  f iv e  schools out o f  the  to ta l number o f  

secondary  schools ( s ix ty  two ) d id  no t minimize the im portance 

o f  o th e r  schools wh ich  could p rov id e  s im ila r  re s u l ts .  The choice 

o f  c ond uc t ing  the research , us ing  on ly  f ive  schools in Nyandarua 

D is t r ic t  was ju s t i f ie d  on the g roun ds  o f  time and resources 

ava ilab le  fo r  the s tu d y .

Selection o f  the Subjects

The u n i t  o f  ana lys is  in th is  s tu d y  is the in d iv id u a l form 

two secondary  school s tu d e n ts .  Out o f  the to ta l popu la tion  

o f  the form two s tu d e n ts ,  a sample fo 279 s tuden ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  

in  the s tu d y .  The form two s tuden ts  were selected on the 

g ro u n d s  th a t  they  were the on ly  s tu d e n ts  w ith  the h ighes t 

level o f  education und e r  the 8-4-4  education  system when the 

s tu d y  was conducted . F u r th e r  i t  was fe l t  th a t  since they  have 

been in the  secondary school system fo r  nea r ly  two yea rs , 

th e y  were more fam il ia r  w ith  the secondary school system compared 

to form ones. I t  was also assumed th a t  th e ir  educationa l and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  have a lready  been formed hav ing  been 

in p r im a ry  schools fo r  e igh t  years  and fo r  nea r ly  two years 

in secondary  schools. O the r forms w ou ld  have been used in 

the  s tu d y ,  like the form th re e s ,  bu t u n fo r tu n a te ly  the re  were 

no form th re e  s tuden ts  in th a t  yea r .  Lack o f  the form th re e  

s tu d e n ts  was due to the fact th a t  in 1985 when the 8-4-4  education 

system was implemented, p r im a ry  school pup ils  who would have 

jo ined form  one in th a t  year a f te r  com ple ting th e i r  s tandard
i

seven (as was the case w ith  the  fo rm er 7 -4 -2 -3  education system), 

jo ined s tanda rd  e ig h t .  Consequently  th e re  were no form one 

s tuden ts  in 1985, no form two s tu d e n ts  in 1986 and in 1987
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the re  were no form  th re e  s tuden ts  in Kenya. The fo rm  fou rs  

who have been the  subjects o f o the r  s tud ies (Somerset, 1971;

K a r iu k i 1976; Rono 1982) on the educational and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  were bu sy  do ing  th e ir  K .C .E .  exam ination . A p a r t  

from th is ,  the  form  fo u r  s tudents  were not und e r the  8-4-4 

education system .

Simple random sampling techn iques was used to select the  

streamfe) o f  fo rm  two class from each o f  the  f ive  schools th a t  

partrc ipa ted  in the  s tu d y .  In schools w ith  two streams o f  form 

two s tuden ts  o n ly  one stream was selected. In schools w ith  th re e  

or fo u r  streams o f  form two s tu d e n ts ,  two streams were selected 

to pa r t ic ip a te  in the s tu d y .  Th is  method was considered a p p ro ­

p r ia te  as i t  was found  th a t  in all the schools tha t were selected to 

pa r t ic ip a te  in the  s tu d y ,  the streams were no t a rra nged  accord ing  

to ra n k s .  In to ta l ,  279 form two s tuden ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y .

The P ilot S tudy

The pilot study was conducted as a pretest of the questionnaire.

The s tuden ts  were  encouraged to po in t o u t  whenever they  

encountered a ques tion  wh ich  was unc lea r,  u n d u l ly ,  b iased, 

l im it ing  or ob s c u re .  By s i t t in g  and w a tch ing  the s tuden ts  

go th ro u g h  th e  q u e s t io n n a ire ,  the  researcher was able to gauge 

the e x te n t  o f  the  respondents  emotional react ion  to the  in s trum en t 

in genera l and to  spec if ic  questions in p a r t ic u la r .  S pec if ica lly  

the p i lo t  s tu d y  was adm in is tered to determ ine w he the r

1» T he re  w ere  am b igu it ies  in any o f  the items

2* The in s tru m e n t  would  e l ic i t  the type  o f  data an t ic ip a te d .
' . ‘ 1. . ■ i ' '

3. The  ty p e  o f  des ired  data would be m ean ing fu l ly  ana lyzed in

re la t ion  to  the  s ta ted  hypo thes is .
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The Choice o f  the Sample

The que s tionna ire  in s trum en t was f ie ld  tested w ith  a sample 

o f  t h i r t y  s ix  form two s tuden ts  from Magumu Secondary School. 

T h is  school was chosen on the g ro u n d s  th a t  i t  is nearest to 

Nairobi compared w ith  the o th e r  schools in Nyandarua D is t r ic t ,  

hence i t  was easy to reach the school. Before the que s tionna ire  

was adm in is te red , perm ission from the  headmaster was ob ta ined . 

The researcher was then in tro d u ce d  to the teachers whose class 

was to be used in the  s tu d y .  The class teacher in troduced  

the researcher to the s tu d e n ts .  In the school the re  were th ree  

form two class streams. One stream cons is t ing  o f fo r t y  s tuden ts  

was selected at random and then used in the s tu d y .

A d m in is t ra t io n  o f the  que s tionna ire  fo r  p i lo t  s tu d y

The ques tionna ires  were d is t r ib u te d  to the  s tuden ts  who 

were selected to p a r t ic ip a te  in the s tu d y .  The researcher 

exp la ined to them the purpose o f the  s tu d y .  The respondents 

were re q u ire d  to answer all the ques tions . They  were encouraged 

to raise up th e ir  hands whenever th e y  came across a question 

th a t  they  d id  not u n d e rs ta n d .  The responden ts  spent about 

25 to 45 m inutes to complete the que s t io n n a ire  a f te r  wh ich  they  

were all co llected.

Several problems arose d u r in g  the adm in is tra t ion  o f  the ' 

q u e s t ionna ire .  In question  14 s tu d e n ts  were requ ire d  to ind ica te  

the h ighes t  educational level they  would like tc attain. In the 

p i lo t  s tu d y ,  the fo llow ing a l te rn a l iv e s  were g ive n :

1. To complete secondary school

2. P os t-secondary  pro fessional t ra in in g  ( e .g .  teacher t ra in in g ,  

nu rse  t r a in in g ,  po ly techn ic  e tc ) .
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3. U n iv e rs i ty

A f te r  conduc ting  the  p i lo t  s tu d y  i t  was found th a t  i t  was not 

necessary to in c lud e  the second a l te rn a t ive  since i t  ind ica ted  

professional t r a in in g .  I t  was the re fo re  removed and the  rem ain ing 

a lte rna tives  were 

1 . To complete form  fo u r  

2. U n iv e rs i ty .

In question  seventeen several ideas were g iven  as reasons 

people have fo r  choos ing  an occupation . S tuden ts  were re q u ire d  

to read the whole l is t  and then mark the most im po rtan t  reasons 

fo r  choosing a p a r t ic u la r  occupa tion . In o th e r  words they  

were requ ire d  to ra n k  these reasons accord ing  to th e ir  o rd e r  

o f  importance. The  fo llow ing  a lte rna t ives  were g ive n :

1. To earn p le n ty  o f  money and be able to buy  the th in g s  

I would l ike  to have.

2. To w ork  in some way  th a t  my c o u n try  needs he lp .

3. To have p re s t ig e  and honour as an im portan t man or boss.

4. To do w o rk  th a t  makes me happy.

5. To earn enough money to live on and have them fo r  m y~ 

own in te re s ts .

A f te r  conduc ting  the  p i lo t  s tu d y  some co rre c t ion  was made in 

a lte rn a t ive  (2) and i t  read " to  w o rk  in o rd e r  to deve lop the 

c o u n try "  instead o f  " to  w o rk  in some way th a t  my c o u n t r y  needs 

help" (See A p p e n d ix  1 & 2 ) .

In the same ques tion  the  word 'p re s t ig e ' appeared d i f f i c u l t  

and unclear to some s tu d e n ts .  The meaning o f  the w ord  was 

expla ined to them a f te r  wh ich  they  continued f i l l in g  the 

ques tionna ire .
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A d m in is tra t ion  o f  the Researc In s tru m e n t fo r  the Main S tudy

Before the sample schools were v is i te d ,  le tte rs  were sent

to the heads o f these schools and a copy o f  the research perm it

was enclosed. The school heads were in formed o f the purpose

o f the v is i t .  The v is i t in g  date and the  classes to be invo lved

were also in d ica ted . A f te r  perm ission to conduct the s tu d y

was g ran ted  by the  school head in each school, the researcher

v is i ted  the schools. One stream was random ly selected from

each form as s ta ted e a r l ie r .  I t  was found th a t  each class

consisted o f  about f i f t y  s tu d e n ts .  The questionna ires  were

d is t r ib u te d  to the selected streams when s tuden ts  were s it ted

in th e ir  c lassrooms. To ensu re  tha t s tuden ts  were not ta lk in g

to each o the r  o r even copy ing  from each o th e r ,  the desks were

arranged in such a way th a t  the re  was a d is tance of one metre

between one desk and the n e x t  in all s ides. The s tuden ts

were then in s t ru c te d  not to w r i te  down th e ir  names on the

ques tionna ires . A f te r  be ing assured th a t  all in fo rm ation  ob ta ined

from them would be kep t co n f id e n t ia l all the 279 selected s tuden ts

who were in the classroom at the  time the researcher conducted
•*»

the s tu d y  responded to the q ue s t ionna ire  indepe nden tly .

Problems encounte red  in the  f ie ld

One o f the problem s th a t  the researcher encountered while 

in the f ie ld  was t ra v e l l in g  fo r  long d istances when moving from 

one school to the o th e r .  T h is  was due to the fact th a t ,  the 

sample schools were not found  in the same locations. A p a r t  

from th is  the research  was conducted  in the 'months o f  September 

t °  November when i t  was the  ra in y  season.
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A n o th e r  major problem wa th a t  a lthough  the  researcher 

had w r i t te n  le t te rs  to the school heads, th ree  weeks be fo re  

v is i t in g  the schools, some headmasters were absent and had 

not in formed th e ir  deputies  about the researchers ' v is i t  to the 

school. In one school the headmaster was away and the researcher 

had no a l te rn a t iv e  b u t  to exp la in  e v e ry th in g  in deta il to the 

d e p u ty  headmaster, so as to be allowed to conduc t the research 

in th a t  school.

In Nyandarua High School, a p a r t  from the national exam inations 

wh ich were tak ing  place among the form  fou r  ( KC E) and form 

s ix  (KACE) s tu d e n ts ,  the o th e r  s tuden ts  had a lready  s ta r te d  

to do the end o f the  year exam inations. The resea rche r  could 

not be allowed to conduc t the research d u r in g  the  d a y ,  bu t 

had to wait t i l l  in the  even ing  when the s tuden ts  were s tu d y in g  

in th e ir  c lassrooms. When the  selected s tuden ts  were g ive n  

the ques tionna ires  some s tu d e n ts  were re lu c ta n t  to f i l l  them. Tha t 

was p roba b ly  because th e y  fe lt  th a t  a lot o f th e ir  s tu d y  

time was being wasted. T h is  could have a ffec ted  the way the 

s tuden ts  f i l led  the q u e s t ionna ires ,  b u t  a f te r  d is c o v e r in g  th a t  

the questions were v e ry  easy and th a t  the ques tionna ire  were 

v e ry  s h o r t ,  they  all agreed to f i l l  them.

Methodological lim ita tions o f  the  s tu d y

Like any o th e r  s tu d y ,  th is  had its  own l im ita t ions .  In 

the f i r s t  p lace, the resea rche r  accepts tha t its  sample size 

is qu ite  small. Out o f 62 secondary schools th a t  are found  

in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  (See D is t r ic t  Development Plan 1989-83:234) 

on ly  5 schools (8.1% ) p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y .  Aga in
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ou t o f  the to ta l 2048 form two s tuden ts  (see M in is t r y  o f  

Education , Science and Technu logy , 1984: 50) o n ly  279 form  

two s tuden ts  p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y .  N o rm a lly ,  la rge samples 

g ive  b e t te r  re s u l ts ,  hence are more re l iab le .  T h is  makes 

genera liza t ion  more va l id  o r re liab le . Idea lly  i t  wou ld  have 

been a p p ro p r ia te  to inc lude all secondary schools in  Nyandarua 

d is t r i c t  in the  s tu d y ,  so as to have a la rge sample. However 

th is  was no t poss ib le  because o f  the lim ited f inanc ia l resources 

and time fram e w i th in  which the inves tiga t ion  had to be c a r r ie d  

be fore  the schools were closed at the end o f  the y e a r .

A n o th e r  l im ita t ion  was th a t ,  th  re was no method by  wh ich 

the researcher cou ld  have determ ined the accu racy  o f  the  responses 

g iven  by the  sub jec ts  in th is  s tu d y .  Some responden ts  cou ld  

have ju s t  dec ided to f i l l  the ques tionna ire  w ith o u t  g iv in g  enough 

a t ten t ion  to e v e ry  ques tion  in o rd e r  to f in is h  q u ic k ly .  A p a r t  

from being assured  th a t  all in fo rm ation  from them w il l  be kep t 

co n f id e n t ia l ,  some responden ts  would have decided not to te l l 

the t r u t h ,  th in k in g  th a t  they  can be d iscovered la te r .

Methods o f  Data A n a lys is

In ana lys ing  the  data both descriptive and in d u c t iv e  o r  

in fe ren t ia l s ta t is t ic s  have been employed. In th is  s tu d y ,  both  

the d e s c r ip t iv e  and in fe re n t ia l  s ta t is t ics  have been ca lcu la ted  

by means o f  a com pu te r .  S pec if ica lly ,  the s tu d y  used the 

s ta t is t ica l package fo r  the social sciences (SPSS) program me 

in com puting  all the s ta t is t ic s  (see Nie et a l, ' 1970).

(a) D e s c r ip t iv e  S ta t is t ic s

These are  simple s ta t is t ica l methods wh ich do no t s u p p o r t  

° r  fa ls i fy  re la t io n s h ip s  between va r iab les ,  b u t  s im p ly  help in
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the desc r ip t ion  o f  the da ta . They  are measures o f  ce n tra l  

tendency and d ispe rs ion .  They  inc lude modes, median, 

percentages and k u r to s is  (see Bailey 1978:78).

(b ) In fe ren t ia l S ta t is t ic s

In con tras t  to d e s c r ip t iv e  s ta t is t ic s ,  in fe ren t ia l s ta t is t ic s  

deal w ith  methods o f  d ra w in g  conclusions o r  making decis ions 

about popula tions on the  basis o f  samples. The basic ideas 

o f d e s c r ip t iv e  s ta t is t ic s  p repa re  the way fo r  in fe rence , hence 

have been ou t l ined  f i r s t ,  (see Wallis and R oberts , 1956: 155).

The in fe re n t ia l  s ta t is t ica l tools tha t are used by  th is  s tu d y  

are ( i )  c ro ss - ta b u la t io n s  ( i i )  measures o f association ( i i i )  c h i -  

square .

( i)  C ross - ta bu la t ion

Cross tabu la t ion  is a jo in t  f requency  d is t r ib u t io n  o f 

cases accord ing to  two o r  more c lass ifac to ry  va r iab les  (Nie 

et a l, 1970: 218).

Such tables s im u ltaneous ly  tabu la te  the sample on two 

or more separate d imensions in such a way tha t the leader can 

see the in te r re la t io n s h ip  between respondent's  score on one 

va r iab le  (d im ension) and his score on a second (a n d /o r  t h i r d )  

v a r ia b le (s )  ( P r e w i t t  1975).

These jo in t  f re q u e n c y  d is t r ib u t io n s  can be summarized 

by a number o f  measures o f  association such as con t in g e n cy  

coeffic ient ( C ) and can be analysed by ce rta in  tes ts  o f  s ig n i­

f icance, such as c h i-s q u a re  te s t .  In th is  s tu d y ,  the  above 

mentioned measure o f  association and the ch i-sq u a re  te s t  o f
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s ign if icance  are used to analyze and to summarize these tables 

which have been employed in chap te r  fo u r .

va r iab les  are re la ted  to each o th e r .  Such a s ta t is t ic  ind ica tes  

to what e x te n t  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f one va r iab le  and c h a ra c te r is t ic s  

o f ano the r va r ia b le  occu r  to g e th e r .  While some measures o f  

associations such as co n t in gency  coefficient on ly  ind ica tes  the 

s t re n g th  o f  re la t io n s h ip  between va r ia b le s ,  o the r  measures such 

as Pearson p roduc t-m om en t coefficient symbolised r ,  g ives 

both the s t re n g th  and d ire c t io n  o f  such re la t io nsh ips .

The fo llow ing  is a b r ie f  summary o f  the measure o f  

association th a t  have been used in th is  s tu d y .

C on tigency  C oe fic ien t (C )

T h is  is a measure o f  association wh ich is based upon c h i -  

square . I t  is denoted by  C hence its  fo rm ula :

I t  can be used w i th  a tab le  of any size, has a minimum value 

o f zero b u t  the maximum value i t  can take depends on the  size 

o f the tab le  (N ie et a l, 1979: 225). The con t in gency  c o e ff ic ie n t
i

is used when bo th  va r iab les  in the tab le  are measured a t nominal
/

level. T h is  fac t makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  use C to show the  d i re c t io n  

o f re la t io n sh ip .

( i i i )  Measures o f  Association

A measure o f  association ind ica tes  how s t ro n g ly  two

C

2 C h i-sq u a rex

N Number o f  cases.
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While us ing  the co n t ig e n c y  co e ff ic ie n t  (C ) ,  th e ir  va lues 

were de fined as fo llows:

0.1 -  02

0.3

0.4

0.5 and above -

weak re la t io nsh ip  

s l ig h t  re la t io nsh ip  

moderate re la t io nsh ip  

s t ro n g  re la t io nsh ip

2
( i i i )  C h i-sq u a re  (x  )

Th is  is a tes t o f  s ta t is t ica l s ign if icance  wh ich helps us

to determ ine w he the r a system atic  re la t io nsh ip  ex is ts  between

two va r ia b le s .  I t  measures w h e th e r  something observed d i f fe r s

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  from something expected (chance ).  The form ula
2 .

fo r  x  is:

x * 2 = ( O -  E l 2

E

Where O = obse rved  f re q u e n c y  

E = expected  f re q u e n c y

C h i-sq u a re  te s t  o f  s ign if icance  assumes th a t  both va r iab les  

in the tab le  are measured at the  nominal level. Th is  c o n d it io n  

is ensured th ro u g h o u t  the s tu d y .  M oreover, the r is k  o f  g e t t in g  

a chance f in d in g  is m ainta ined a t 0.05 (5%) level. Consequently  

any hypo thes is  is accepted as a t ru e  f in d in g  at o r  beyond the 

95% level o f  con fidence  o r  c e r ta in i ty .
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA DESCRIPTION

T h is  c h a p te r  presen ts  and d iscusses the  f in d in g s  o f  the 

s tu d y  us ing  simple tables and percentages. R igorous ana lys is  

o f  the data and te s t in g  o f  hypotheses w ill be the  sub jec t  o f 

the n e x t  c h a p te r .

In d iv id u a l a t t r ib u te s  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts

As s ta ted b e fo re ,  the 279 s tuden ts  who f i l le d  the  

ques tionna ire  were from f iv e  schools in  N yandarua D is t r ic t .
i

The name o f  the schools, and the num ber o f  sub jec ts  

in te rv ie w ed  is shown in Table 1.

TABLE I :  NAME OF THE SCHOOLS FROM WHICH THE

RESPONDENTS CAME FROM AND NUMBER OF 

RESPONDENTS

Name o f  the  school Number o f  the s u b je c ts  R e la t ive

who answered the f re q u e n c y

questions (A bso lu te  (p e rcen tage )

F requency)

Nyandarua H igh School 8D 28.7

Njabini Sec. School 35 12.5

Magomano Harambee

Secondary School 96 34.4 .

Karima H igh School 36 12.9

Nyahururu H igh School 32 II. 5 -

Total 279 100.0



The m a jo r ity  o f  the  responden ts  came from Magomano 

Harambee Secondary School (n in e ty  s ix ) .  Th is  is because 

in Magomano Harambee Secondary School some o f  the streams 

had more than f o r t y  s tu d e n ts  each.

Th is  s tu d y  shed some l ig h t  on the in d iv id u a l a t t r ib u te s  

o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  th a t  were in te rv ie w ed ..  Some 

o f  the a t t r ib u te s  such as age and sex are presen ted and 

discussed here.

TABLE 2: D IS T R IB U T IO N  OF STUDENTS BY ACE

-  64 -

ACE IN YEARS FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE

Less than 15 years 4 1 .4

Between 15 and 17 years 137 49.1

Between 17 and 19 years 128 45.9

Between 19 and 21 years 9 3.2

Over 21 years 1 0 .4

Total 279 100.0

Accord ing  to the re s u l ts  p resen ted in Tab le 2, about h a l f  

(49.1%) o f the s tu d e n ts  were  aged between 15 and 17 y e a rs .  

Th is  is the app ro p r ia te  age fo r  the form two s tuden ts  s ince 

they are admitted in p r im a ry  schools a t the age o f  seven y e a rs .  

Assuming tha t th e y  do no t repea t any class, o r  they  do not 

en te r p r im ary  school la te ,  b y  the  time they  d id  the  K .C .P .E .  

at  the end o f  s tanda rd  e ig h t  u n d e r  the 8-4-4  education sys tem .
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they  were a lready  15 years o ld .  T hu s  when the research was 

conduc ted , about h a l f  o f  the s tuden ts  (49.1%) ind ica ted th e ir  

age was between 15 and 17 yea rs . Four o f  the s tuden ts  (1.4%) 

ind ica ted th a t  t h e i r  age was less than 15 yea rs . Perhaps these 

are the b r ig h t  p u p i ls  who s ta r t  schooling in p r im a ry  schools 

before th e y  have reached the  re q u ire d  age, and they  do not 

repeat any c lass. The  second f re q u e n t  age ca tegory  was between 

17 and 19 y e a rs .  One h un d red  and tw e n ty  e ig h t  (45.9%) o f  

the responden ts  ind ica ted  th a t  th e ir  ages were between 17 and 

19 yea rs . P robab ly  these are the s tu d e n ts  who had repeated 

one o f  the  classes o r  went to school immediately a f te r  t h e i r  

school age. Nine (3.2%) o f  the s tuden ts  who pa r t ic ip a ted  in 

the s tu d y  ind ica ted  th a t  th e ir  age was between 19 and 21 yea rs , 

while on ly  one (0.4%) s tu d e n t  ind ica ted th a t  h is age was ove r  

21 years . Perhaps these are the s tuden ts  who had repeated 

several classes be fo re  they  d id  th e ir  K .C .P .E .  o r s ta r ted  schooling 

several yea rs  a f te r  t h e i r  school age, hence they  are advanced 

in age.

O f the  to ta l sample o f  279 cases, one hun d red  and n in e ty  

th ree  (69.2%) were males wh ile  e ig h ty  s ix  (30.8%) were females.

This finding support the casual observation made in the field 

that there were more male students than females.

Father's education

Table 3 ind ica tes  the educational level a tta ined by a 

s tuden t 's  fa th e r .  T h i r t y  two (11.5%) o f  the s tuden ts  had 

fa thers  w ith  no formal educa tion , while  th ree  (1.1%) o f  the 

s tudents  had fa th e rs  who had attended a d u lt  l i te racy  classes.



A change can be observed between the former older gen e ra t ion  

wh ich  had no in te re s t  in formal education o r  d id  not have an 

o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  f u r t h e r  education  and the  p resen t o ld e r  genera tion  

wh ich  f inds  i t  im po rtan t to  a t tend  adu lt  l i te ra c y  classes in o rd e r  

to acqu ire  formal edu ca tion .  One hun d re d  and f i f t y  n ine 

(57%) o f  the s tuden ts  had fa th e rs  who had completed p r im a ry  

school educa tion . E ig h ty  (28.6%) o f  the s tuden ts  had fa th e rs  

who had completed secondary  school educa tion . F i f t y  n ine 

(21.1%) o f the s tuden ts  had fa th e rs  who had completed form 

s ix  (A  le v e l) .  However o n ly  f iv e  (1.5%) o f  the s tu d e n ts  had 

fa th e rs  who had completed u n iv e rs i t y  level o f  educa tion . I t  

can be observed th a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  the s tudents ' fa th e rs  (69.6%) 

have atta ined no educa tion , have adult literacy education o r  p r im a ry  

school educa tion . On the  o th e r  hand on ly  30.9% o f  the  s tu d e n ts  

fa th e rs  have a tta ined at least secondary o r  more than  secondary  

schoo l-educa tion . T h is  is in l ine w ith  Esh iwani's  (1985:6) 

a rgum ent th a t  the education  system in Kenya is l ike  a py ram id  

w ith  a v e ry  h igh  a t t r i t io n  ra tes at the end o f  seven th  year 

o f p r im a ry  education (now e ig h t  years o f  p r im a ry  educa tion )  T 

fo u r th  year and s ix th  yea r respec t ive ly  o f  the secondary  

educa tion . Perhaps th is  is due to the com petit ive  n a tu re  set 

by the  M in is t ry  o f  Education  th ro u g h  examinations th a t  more o f  

s tudents ' fa th e rs  have completed p r im a ry  school level o f  

education than those who have completed form fo u r  and form 

s ix  level o f  educa tion , and f in a l ly  u n iv e rs i t y  educa tion .
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BY A STUDENT'S  FATHER

TABLE 3: T H E  HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL LEVEL A T TA IN E D

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE

None 32 11.5

A d u lt  L ite racy Class 3 1.1

Lower Primary 64 22.9

Upper Primary 95 34.1

Secondary 'O' level 59 21.1

Secondary 'A ' level 21 7.5

U n ive rs ity 5 1.8

Total . . 279 100.0

Mothers Education ' ' '

Table 3 (b )  ind ica tes  the educational level .a tta ined  by  a 

s tudents ' m o th e r . F i f t y  e igh t (20.81) o f  the s tudents  had m others 

w ith  no formal ed u ca t io n ,  while  twelve (4.3%) had mothers who 

had attended a d u lt  l i te ra c y  c lasses. T h is  is in cons tras t  to 

the educational level a t ta ined  b y  s tude n ts ' fa th e rs .  O f all the  

s tudents ' fa th e rs  o n ly  th re e  (1.1%) had a ttended adu lt  l i te ra c y  

classes. T h is  f in d in g s  s u p p o r ts  the w id e ly  observed p a t te rn  

tha t more women are m otiva ted  and a ttend  adu lt  l i te ra cy  classes 

compared to  men in  Kenya  ( I r u n g u ,  1984). The tab le  also
, i

reveals th a t  o f  the tw o  h u n d re d  and seven ty  nine s tuden ts  

on ly  fo r ty  one (14.7%) o f  them had m others w ith  secondary

■I
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school educa tion . None of the  s tuden t had m others w ith/

u n iv e rs i ty  level o f  educa tion . These f in d in g s  s u p p o r t  the 

f in d in g s  b y  Eshiwani (1985?6) th a t  among the o lde r genera tion  

women were und e r  rep resen ted  among all those w ith  h ig h e r  levels 

o f  education .

TABLE 3B T HE HIGHEST EDUC ATIO N AL LEVEL A f tA IN E D  

BY A STUDENT'S MOTHER

EDUC ATIO N AL LEVEL FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE

Nui ie 58 20.8

A d u lt  L i te racy 12 4.3

L-ower P r im ary 88 31.5

Upper p r im a ry 80 28.7

Secondary 'O' level 36 12.9

,Secondary 'A ' level 5 1.8

T otal 279 100.0

Father's Occupation

Tab le  4 ind ica tes  the d is t r ib u t io n  o f  the  s tuden ts  who 

pa r t ic ip a ted  in the  s tu d y  by  th e ir  fa th e r 's  occupa tion . More 

than a h a l f  (57%) o f  the s tudents  ind ica ted  t h a t  th e ir  fa th e rs  

were small scale fa rm e rs .  I t  can be obse rved  th a t  in 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t  l ike  in many o th e r  p a r ts  o f  Kenya,
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TABLE 4: FATHERS' OCCUPATION OF SECONDARY SCHOm

STUDENTS

FATHER'S OCCUPATION FREQUENCY PERCENTACF

Small scale farmer 159 57

Police /Army 8 2.9

Primary School Teacher 22 7.9

Secondary School Teacher 2 0.7

U n ive rs ity  lec tu re r 4 1.4

Petty T ra d e r 2 0.7

Nurse 7 2.5

Chief 2 0.7

Medical doctor 4 1 .4

Clinical o ff icer 8 2.9

M echan ic /Driver 4 1 .4

Businessman 31 11.1

A rt isan /ca rpen te r 2 0.7

Junior A g r ic .  O f f ic e r /V e t  O ff icer 7 2.5

A g r ic u ltu ra l O f f ic e r /V e t  O ff ic e r 5 1 .8

Surveyor 3 1.1

Others 9 3.2

Total 279 100.0
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m ajor ity  o f the people p ra c t ice  fa rm in g ,  s ince Kenya is an 

a g r ic u l tu ra l  c o u n try  (see R epub l ic  o f  Kenya , 1983:45). A b o u t  

30.5% of the s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  a re  employed in the modern 

sector whereas 12.5% are in the  t ra d i t io n  s e c to r .

Residence o f  the s tu d e n ts  when not in school

S tudents had been asked to ind ica te  where  they reside 

when they are not in schoo l. The  re s u lts  a re  presented in 

Table 5.

TABLE 5: STUDENTS' RESIDENCE WHEN NOT IN SCHOOL

Residence F requency Percentage

Urban areas 60 21.5

Rural areas 219 78.5

Total 279 100.0

The data revea led th a t  more than th re e  q u a r te rs  (78.5%) 

o f the s tuden ts  live in the r u ra l  areas p ro b a b ly  w ith  th e ir  

paren ts  when they  are  not in  schoo l. T h is  is suppo rted  by the 

data in Table 4 w h e re by  m a jo r i ty  o f  the  s tu d e n ts '  fa th e rs  are 

small scale farm ers in the ru ra l  areas who l ive  w ith  th e ir  ch i ld ren  

when they are not in schoo l. R epub lic  o f  Kenya (1983:145) 

also supp o rt  th is  when i t  obse rve s  th a t  the la rg e s t  p a r t  o f  

Kenya's popula tion l ive  in the  ru ra l  areas. However s ix t y  ( 2 1 . 5 %)
t

o f the s tuden ts  ind ica ted  th a t  th e y  l ive  in the  u rb a n  areas when 

they  are not in schoo l. One o f  the  reasons w i . ; _ u. l. ie 

s tudents  live in the u rb a n  areas may be because m e ir  paren ts  

w ork  there or have re la t iv e s  l iv in g  in the u rb a n  ureas.
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M a r r i a g e  t y p e  o f  s t u d e n t s *  f a t h e r s

Table 6 ind ica tes  the  ty p e  o f  m arr iage o f  the fa th e rs  

o f the s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the  s tu d y .  The data 

indicates th a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  the s tu d e n ts  (77.7%) came from 

monogamous fam ilies. S ix ty  two (22.3%) o f  the s tuden ts  came 

from po lygynous fam il ies . On the basis o f  the

foregoing It can be o bse rve d  th a t ,  the p rac t ice  o f  m a rry in g  more 

than one w ife  is d y in g  ou t among the youn ge r  genera tion  

p robab ly  because o f  the  economic reasons.

TABLE 6: STUDENTS' FATHERS MARRIAGE TYPE

No. o f  w ives F requency Percentage

One 217 77.7

Two 56 20.1

Three 6 2.2

Total 279 100.0

The type  o f  school a tte nded  by a s tu d e n t

The data p resen ted  in  Table 7 ind ica te  the school type  

attended b y  students as ca tegorized by sex. An examination 

o f  the data p resen ted  revea led th a t  more than a h a lf  (63.4%) 

o f  the s tuden ts  were  in m ixed schools. S ix ty  f iv e  (23.3%) o f

the s tu d e n ts  were in  boys schools wh ile  t h i r t y  seven (13.3%)
/

o f  the s tu d e n ts  were in g i r l s  schools.
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TABLE 7: THE SCHOOL TYPE ATTENDED BY A ^TUDENT

School T ype F requency Percentage

Boys' 65 23.3

G ir ls ' 37 13.3

Mixed 177 63.4

Total 279 100.0 ,

S tuden ts ' perceived academic a b i l i ty

Students had been asked to ra te  themselve . acco rd ing  

to th e ir  academic a b i l i t y .  The resu lts  ob ta ined a te  p resen ted  

in Table 8. One h u n d re d  and t h i r t y  fo u r  (48.0%) i f  the 

s tu d e n ts ,  indicated th a t  they  are ave rage . One h un d red  and 

s ix teen (41.6%) of the  s tuden ts  ind ica ted  th a t  th e y  are above 

average w h ile  only tw e n ty  nine (10.4%) o f  the s tuden ts  

ind ica ted th a t  they are below average.

TABLE 8: STUDENTS SELF-RATING OF HIS A C /  DEMIC

ABILITY

Academic A b i l i ty Frequency Percen tage

Above average . 116 41.6

Average 134 48.0

Below average 29 - 10.4

Total 279 100.0
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E d u c a t i o n a l  A s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s

Table 9 ind ica tes  the educationa l level asp ired  by ihe 

s tuden ts .  An examination o f  the data revealed th a t  s ix ty  fo u r  

(22.9%) o f  the s tuden ts  ind ica ted  th a t  th e y  wanted to a tta in  form 

fou r educa tion . On the o the r  hand the m a jo r i ty  (77.1%) ind ica ted 

tha t they  wanted to a tta in  u n iv e rs i t y  educa tion . P robably  the 

m ajority  o f  the s tuden ts  want to a t ta in  u n iv e r s i t y  education so 

tha t they  can get well paid jobs . T h is  is in line  w ith  Odumbe's 

(1982) obse rva tion  th a t  education  in Kenya may be viewed as a 

means to an end, the end being the im proved economic o p p o r tu n i t ie s .

TABLE 9: STUDENT'S ED U C ATIO N AL ASPIRATIO NS

Educational level F requency Percentage

Form IV 69 22.9

Uni\ e rs i ty 215 77.1

T o t  al 279 100.0
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TABLE 10: STUDENT 'S  O CCU PA TIO NA L  ASPIRATIONS

O C C U PA TIO N A L A S P IR A T IO N S FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE

Low 146 52.3

High 133 47.7

Tota l 279 100.0

O ccupational A s p ira t io n s  o f  th e s tuden ts

The data p resen ted  in  T ab le  10 indicate s tuden ts ' occupationa l 

a s p ira t io n s .  T he  data re ve a le d  tha t about a ha lf  o f  the s tu d e n ts  

(52.3%) had low occupa tiona l a s p ira t io n s .  On the o the r  hand 

about a ha lf  o f  the s tu d e n ts  (47.7%) had high occuie it ional 

a sp ira t io n s .  These re s u l ts  may be due to the faci th a t  at form 

two level s tu d e n ts  may n o t  be aware o f  the jobs th a t  ex is ts  

fo r  them in the  labou r m a rk e t .  In most schools.c ree r gu idance  

is g ive n  major a t te n t io n  in fo rm  3 and 4 when stu 'ents are 

about to complete th e i r  s e c o n d a ry  education.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The in fe ren t ia l s ta t is t ica l tool used in th is  s tu d y  fo r  

tes t ing  o f  hypotheses was the c h i-squ a re  and con t ingency  

c o e f f ic ie n t ( c ) . While the ch i-square  was used to  tes t fo r  

s ta t is t ica l s ign if icance  between the dependen t and independent 

va r iab les ,  the con t ingency  coe ff ic ien t was used to measure 

the s t re n g th  o f  association between the  dependen t and 

independent va r iab les .

H I: The social backg round  fac to rs  o f  a s tu d e n t  in f luences h is /h e r

•educational and occupational a s p ira t io n s .

The social backg round  fac to rs  in th is  hypo thes is  were isolated 

as a student's fa th e r 's  educational level and occupation, m other's  

educational level and occupation Res idence, m arr iage ty p e  o f 

a student's fa th e r  and fam ily  size.

K a r iu k i (1976), Rono (1 982), Sewell et al (1957), Po rte r  

(1954), Krauss (1964), Powers (1974) have found  in th e ir  

stud ies th a t  a c h i ld 's  paren ta l education and occupation genera lly  

emerge as p a r t ic u la r ly  im portan t fac to rs  in the  way c h i ld re n  

form th e ir  asp ira t io n s .  On the o the r  hand R ichards  (1974) 

has fo und  s tu d e n t 's  asp ira t ions  to be independen t o f  paren ta l 

occupation . O ur s tu d y  aims at exam in ing how paren ta l education 

and . occupation in f luence  s tuden ts ' educationa l and occupational 

asp ira t ions .  However, m a jo r ity  o f the  s tu d e n ts ' mothers (92%) 

were found  to be housew ives. For th is  reason mothers ' occupation 

was not tested aga ins t s tuden ts ' educationa l and occupational 

asp ira t ions .
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Tab le  11 (a) examines the re la t io nsh ip  between fa th e r 's  

educationa l level and s tu d e n ts ' educationa l asp ira t i  >ns.

TA B LE  11 (a ) :  THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN F A THERS'

EDUCATION AND STUDENTS' EDLIC A T IO N A L  

ASPIRATIONS

FATHER'S E D U C /T IO N

HIGH LOW T O T A L

EDUC ATIO N AL

ASPIRATIO NS N PERCENT N PERCEN T N PERCENT

Low 19 6.8 48 17.2 67 24.0

H igh 66 23.7 146 52.3 212 76.0

T O T A L 85 30.5 194 69.5 279 100.C

2
X = 0.08 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 

0.05 level o f  s ign if icance

C = 0.02

When data presented in Tab le  11 (a) were ana lysed by 

means o f  ch i-sq u a re  and tested at 0.05 level o f s ig n if ica n ce , the 

re s u l t  showed th a t  the re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between 

educationa l asp ira t ion  o f  a s tu d e n t  and the  educationa l level 

a tta ined  by h is /h e r  fa th e r .  A c c o rd in g ly  and in s o - fa r -a s  th is

s tu d y  was concerned i t  was concluded th a t  fa the rs ' education
/

did not significantly influence students' educational aspirations. 

The relationship between fathers' education and students' 

educational aspirations was also found to be very weak as
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indicated by the small va lue  o f  C ( 0.02 ) .  Th is  shows th a t  

the re la t ionsh ip  between the  two va r iab les  was not on ly  

s ta t is t ica l ly  in s ig n i f ic a n t  b u t  also weak. The small va lue o f  

C( o.02 ) ,  suggests  th a t  o th e r  fac to rs  e x is t  tha t in f luence 

s tuden ts ' educational a s p ira t io n s  o the r  than s tuden ts ' fa th e rs ' 

education. Th is  f in d in g  fa i ls  to conform  to those o f Sewell 

et al (1957), Powers (1974), K rauss (1964), Porter (1954), 

K a r iuk i (1976) and Rono (1982) b u t  conforms w ith  tha t o f  

R ichards (1974). A l th o u g h  K a r iu k i  (1976) and Rono (1982) 

d id  th e ir  stud ies in Kenya and found  a s ig n if ica n t  re la t io nsh ip  

between fa th e r 's  educationa l level and s tuden ts ' asp ira t ions ,  

K a r iu k i 's  (1976) study is over a decade old whereas Rono's s tu d y  

is over seven years o ld .  P robab ly  paren ts  who are not h ig h ly  

educated have seen the ro le  p layed by education in p ro v id in g  

employment to school leave rs . As a re s u lt  they have encouraged 

th e ir  c h i ld ren  to a tta in  h igh  educationa l levels so as to get 

employment. F u r th e r  the sub jec ts  o f K a r iu k i 's  and Rono's 

studies were from Kiambu and Kericho  D is tr ic ts  re^nec t ive ly  

whereas the sub jec ts  o f  th is  s tu d y  are from Nyandarua D is t r ic t ,  

hence th e ir  backg round  is d i f fe r e n t  from tha t o f K a r iu k i 's  and 

Rono's s tud ies . T h e re fo re  fa th e rs  educational level does not 

seem to in fluence s tu d e n t 's  educationa l asp ira tions in Nyandarua  

D is tr ic t .  Th is  is s u p p o r te d  by  the  fact th a t  at the moment 

th e re  is a high m otiva t ion  o f  educa ting  ch i ld re n  in Nyandarua 

D is tr ic t  as evidenced by th e i r  leading in Kenya C e rt i f ica te  o f  

P r im a r y  Education (KCPE) re s u lts  fo r  the last fou r years 

(1986 -  1989), in the  c o u n t r y  (see Nyandarua D is tr ic t  

D eve lo p m e n t Plan 1989 -  1993: 233).
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When fa th e r 's  educationa l level and s tuden ts  occupationa l 

asp ira tions  were c ro ss - ta b u la te d  aga inst each o th e r ,  the  fo llow ing  

resu lts  came u p .

TABLE 1 1 (b ) :  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FATHER'S EDUCATION

AND STUDENT'S OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIO NS

FATHER'S EDUCATION

LOW HIGH T O T A L

OCCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATION N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 104 37.3 42 15.1 146 52.3

High 90 32.3 43 15.4 133 47.7

TO TAL 194 69.5 85 30.5 279 100.0-

2
X = 0.27 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n if ic a n t  at

0.05 level o f  s ign if icance  

C = 0.03

The re la t io n sh ip  between fa th e r 's  educational level and **• 

s tudents ' occupationa l a sp ira t ion  was not s ta t is t ica l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  

at 0.05 s ign if icance  level and a con t ingency  coe ff ic iency  o f

0.03 showed a weak re la t io n s h ip .  A c c o rd in g ly  i t  was conc luded 

tha t fa th e r 's  educationa l level does not in fluence s tu d e n ts ' 

occupational asp ira t io n s  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  As noted e a r l ie r

(see C hapter 4 Tab le  5) m a jo r i ty  o f  the s tuden ts ' fa th e rs
/

57.0%) were peasant fa rm ers  b u t  m a jo r ity  o f the s tuden ts  

aspired to jobs in the modern sec to r.  Perhaps pa ren ts  who
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were peasant fa rm ers  have realised th e ir  l im ita tions and have 

encouraged th e ir  c h i ld re n  to asp ire  to b e t te r  pay ing  jobs

TABLE 12(a) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FATHER'S OCCUPATION 

AND STUDENT'S EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS

FATHER'S OCCUPATION

EDUCATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS LOW HIGH TO TAL

N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 49 17.5 18 6.5 67 24.0

High 176 63.1 36 12.9 212 76.0

TO TAL 225 80.6 54 19.4 279 100.0

X 2 = 3. 45 w ith 1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at

0.05 level o f  s ign if icance

C = 0.11

Table 12 (a) p resen ts  the data p e r ta in in g  to fa th e r 's  

occupation and studentfe educational asp ira t io n s .  The re la t io n ­

ship between fa th e rs ' occupation and s tu d e n ts ' educational 

asp ira tion was not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 s ign if icance  leve l. The 

association between father's  occupation and s tuden ts  educational 

aspira tion was also found  to be v e ry  weak as ind ica ted by the 

small value o f C (0 .1 1 ) .  I t  was the re fo re  concluded tha t s tuden ts ' 

fathers' occupation d id not in f luence  th e ir  educationa l asp ira tions  

ln Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  I t  is probable  th a t  o the r  fac to rs  in fluence 

the educational asp ira t io n s  o f secondary school s tuden ts  in
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Nyandarua D is t r ic t  b u t  not fa th e rs ' occupa tion . This f in d in g  

is not in l ine  w ith  those o f K a r iu k i (1976), Rono (1982),

Sewell et al (1957), P o rte r  (1954), K rauss (1964) and Powers 

(1974) who found  in th e i r  s tud ies tha t a c h i ld  fa th e r 's  and 

m other's  educa tion  and occupation g en e ra l ly  emerge as 

p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o r ta n t  factors in  the way c h i ld re n  form th e i r  

educa tiona l/occupa tiona l asp ira tions .

T A B L E 1 2 (b ) : RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FATHER'S OCCUPATION

AND STUDENTS OCCUPATIO NAL AS P IR A TIO N

FATHER'S OCCUPATION

O CCU PATIO NAL

ASPIR ATIO N LOW HIGH T O T A L

N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 30 10.8 116 41 .6 146 52-. 3

High 24 8.6 109 39.1 133 47.7

T O T A L 54 19.4 225 80.7 279 100.00

X 2 = 1.35 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at

0.05 level o f s ign if icance

/
C = 0.11

From Tab le  12 (b )  i t  is ev iden t th a t  re la t io n s h ip  between
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fa th e r 's  occupation and s tu d e n t 's  occupationa l asp ira tion  was 

not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t  a t 0.05 s ig n i f ic a n t  level. The 

in fe rence  d raw n  is th a t  in N yandarua D is t r ic t  fa the rs ' occupation 

does not in f luence  s tuden ts ' occupational asp ira t ions . T h is  is 

s u p p o r te d  by  the r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  whereby m a jo r i ty

o f  the s tuden ts  (76.7%) ind ica ted  th a t  they  d id  not w ish to 

do the same k in d  o f  w o rk  as th e ir  fa th e rs .  As ind icated by

Table 4 in chap te r  4, m a jo r ity  o f  the  s tu d e n t 's  fa the rs  are 

small scale fa rm ers (57%) and 12.5% o f  the s tuden ts ' fa the rs  

are employed in the t ra d it io n a l sec to r .  Only 30.5% o f  the 

s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  are employed in the  modern sector. As 

po in ted ou t ea r l ie r  the 8-4-4  education  system emphasizes 

lea rn ing  o f  possible sk i l ls  so th a t  a f te r  completing school 

s tuden ts  can become self employed instead o f being employed in 

the modern sec to r. Since these s tu d e n ts  know v e ry  well th a t

a f te r  com pleting school m a jo r i ty  o f  those who will not jo in

U n iv e rs i ty  w ill be requ ire d  to seek employment in the t ra d it io n a l

sec to r ,  i t  is ev iden t th a t  th e i r  occupationa l asp ira tions  are

not re a l is t ic .
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TABLE 12 (c) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOTHER'S EDUCATION 

AND STUDENT'S E D U C ATIO N AL ASPIRATIONS

MOTHER'S EDUCATION

HIGH LOW T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 12 4.3 55 19.7 67 24.0

h is h _______________ 29 10.4 183 65.6 212 76.0

Total 41 14.7 238 85.3 279 100.0

X 2 = 0.43 w ith 1 d f . Not s ig n i f ic a n t at 0.05 level of s ign if icance

C = 0.04

From Table 12 ( c ) ,  i t  is e v id e n t  th a t  the re  was no s ig n if ic a n t  

re la t io nsh ip  between m other's  educationa l level and s tuden ts ' 

educational asp ira t ions  a t 0.05 leve l.  The in fe rence  drawn from 

th is  .analysis o f  data is th a t  in Nyandarua  D is t r ic t  mother's  

educational level does not in f luence  s tu d e n ts  educational a sp ira t ions .  

O the r fac to rs  may have in f luenced  s tu d e n ts ' educational asp ira t ions  

bu t not mothers education level. T h is  f in d in g  fa ils  to conform 

to the resu lts  o f  research by  K a r iu k i  (1976), Powers (1 974) 

and Foster (1965). These researchers  have found in th e ir  

s tud ies th a t  s tuden ts  whose pa ren ts  had a tta ined  h igh  educational 

levels had also ind ica ted th a t  th e y  would like  to continue w ith  

education to h ig h e r  leve ls .
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TABLE 12(d) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOTHER'S HIGHEST 

EDUCATION AND STUDENT'S O CCUPATIO NAL 

ASPIRATIONS

MOTHER'S EDUCATION_______________

LOW HIGH T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 23 8.2 123 44.1 146 52.3

High 18 6.5 115 41.2 133 47.7

Total 41 14.7 238 85.3 279 100.0

X2 = 0.13 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 level o f

s ig n if ic a n t  

C = 0.02

The re la t io nsh ip  between m other's  education  and s tuden ts  

occupationa l asp ira t ions  was not s ig n if ic a n t  at 0.05 leve l. I t  was 

the re fo re  concluded th a t  s tuden ts ' occupationa l asp ira t ions  is 

no t in f luenced  by mothers ' educationa l leve l. The f in d in g s  o f  

th is  s tu d y  fa ils  to s u p p o r t  the f in d in g s  in K a r iu k i 's  (1976) s tu d y  

who found th a t  mothers educational level had some in fluence  

on s tuden ts  occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  In th is  s tu d y  i t  was however 

found th a t  most (85.3%) o f  the s tuden ts ' mothers had l i t t le  o r 

no education at a l l .  However since Independence in 1963, the 

governm ent has created an awareness o f  the im portance o f  

providing education to all children irrespective o f their social economic background. 

This awareness may have had some in f luence  on s tu d e n ts  educationa l 

and accupational asp ira t ions .
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TABLE 13 (a ):  THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS RESIDENC

WHEN NOT IN SCHOOL AND EDUC ATIO N AL 

A S P IR A TIO N S

RESIDENCE

RURAL URBAN T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 56 20.1 11 3.9 67 24.0

High 163

cfooin 49 17.6 212 76.0

TO TAL 219 78.5 60 21.5 279 100.0

2
X = o.9U w i th  1 d f .  Not s ig n if ic a n t  at 

0.05 level o f  s ign if icance

C = 0.06

When the data p resen ted  in Table 13 (a) were ana lysed , 

the re su lt  showed th a t  th e re  was no significant re la t io nsh ip  

between the s tu d e n t^  res idence when not in school and th e i r  

educational a s p ira t io n s .  The re la t ionsh ip  between the two 

variab les was also v e r y  weak as ind ica ted by the small va lue  

o f  C (0 .0 6 ) .  I t  was conc luded tha t s tuden ts ' res idence when 

not in school does no t s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in fluence th e i r  educationa l 

asp ira tions .

Th is  f in d in g  fa i ls  to conform  w ith  the f in d in g s  o f researchers  

in the Western c o u n tr ie s  (Sewell et al 1957, Nam and; Cowhig 

I960). However the  f in d in g  conforms w ith  th a t  o f  Blay (1973) 

who d id his research  in  Ghana a deve lop ing country and found
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th a t  the re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  between educationa l 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s  o f  the s tuden ts  and th e ir  res idence . 

Perhaps th is  re s u lt  can be exp la ined  by the fac t tha t s tu d e n ts  

are away on ho lidays from  secondary  schools fo r  on ly  th re e  

months in a yea r.  T h is  s h o r t  per iod  which s tuden ts  may s tay  

e i th e r  in ru ra l o r  u rb a n  area may not have a s ig n i f ic a n t  e f fe c t  

on th e ir  educational a s p ira t io n s  compared to n ine months in  a 

yea r  th a t  they  spend in schoo l.

TABLE 13 ( b ) :  THE RELATIO NSHIP  BETWEEN STUDENT'S

RESIDENCE WHEN NOT IN SCHOOL AND 

O C C U P A TIO N A L ASPIRATIONS

STUDENTS' RESIDENCE

RURAL URBAN T O T A L

OCCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 114 40.9 32 11.5 146 53.3

High 105 37.6 28 10.0 133 47.9 -

T O TA L 219 78.5 60 21 .5 279 100.0.

2
X = 0.001 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n if ic a n t  at

0.05 level o f  s ign if ica nce
*

C = 0.002

When the data p resen ted  in Table 13 (b )  were ana lysed , 

the re s u lt  showed th a t  th e re  was no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  

between the  student's res idence  when not in school and h is /h e r
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occupational asp ira t ions .  F u r the rm o re  the  re la t io nsh ip  between

the two va r iab les  was found to be v e ry  weak as ind ica ted by

the small va lue o f C (0 .0 0 2 ) .  I t  was conc luded tha t s tu d e n t 's

residence when not in school does not s ig n i f ic a n t ly  in f luence

the ir  occupationa l asp ira t ions  in Nyandarua  D is t r ic t .  L ike fo r

the re la t io nsh ip  between student's res idence and h is /h e r  educationa l

asp ira tions the f in d in g  o f th is  s tu d y  does not s u p p o r t  those

of scholars in Western coun tr ie s  (see Sewell e t al 1957; Nam and Cowhig.

1960). However the f in d in g  is cons is ten t w ith  th a t  o f  B lay

(1973) who ind ica ted th a t  th e re  was no s ig n i f ic a n t  co r re la t io n

between s tu d e n t^  residence and h is /h e r  educationa l or

occupational asp ira t ions .

F u r th e r  in hypo thes is  1 ( H I ) ,  a s ta t is t ic a l tes t was 

attempted between fam ily  size and s tu d e n ts  educationa l and 

occupational a sp ira t ions .  Tab le  14 (a) and 14 (b )  below 

present the  f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y .

TABLE 14 (a ) :  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAMILY SIZE AND

STUDENTS E D U C ATIO N AL ASPIRATIO NS 

(FATHER 'S CHILDREN)

_________________________________________FAMILY SIZE__________________

_____________________________ BIG_______________ SMALL________ T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL

a s p i r a t i o n s N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 60 21 .5 7 2.5 67 24.0

High 197 70.6 15 5.4 212 76.0

t o t a l 257 92.1 22 7.9 279 100.0.



*

X 2 = 0.40 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 level

o f  s ign if icance .

C = 0.04

The re la t io nsh ip  between fam ily  size and s tuden ts ' educationa l 

asp ira t ion  was not s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 s ign if icance  level and a 

con t igency  coe ff ic ie n t  o f  0.04 showed a weak re la t io n sh ip .  We 

th e re fo re  re jected the h ypo the s is  th a t  s tuden ts  fam ily  size 

in f luences  his educationa l asp ira t io n s  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

T h is  con firm s K a r iu k i 's  (1976) and Fos te r 's  (1965), f in d in g s  

who found no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between the respondents  

fam ily  size and th e ir  a s p ira t io n s .  The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  

fa ils  to conform  w ith  th a t  o f  Cameron (1970) and Sewell and 

Shah (1968) who ind ica ted  th a t  responden ts  from small 

families had h ighe r  asp ira t io n s  than  those from large fam ilies.

TA BLE  14 ( b ) :  RELATIO NSHIP BETWEEN FAMILY SIZE AND

STUDENT'S O CCU PATIO NAL ASPIRATIONS
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_____________________________________ FAMILY SIZE

O CCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATIO NS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 138 49.5 8 2.9 146 52.3

High 119 42.7 14 50 133 47.7

T O T A L 279 92.1 22 7.9 279 100.0

X2 = 1.80 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 level 

o f  s ign if icance  

C = 0.08
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S im ila r ly ,  the re la t io n s h ip  between fam ily  size and s tuden ts  

occupational asp ira t ion  was not s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 s ign if icance  

level. M oreover, the re la t io n s h ip  was quite weak as ind ica ted 

by the small va lue o f  C (0 .0 8 ) .  Respondents from small families 

and large families showed s im ilar occupationa l asp ira t io n s .  We 

the re fo re  re jected the hypo thes is  tha t s tudent's  fam ily  size 

in fluences h is /h e r  occupationa l a sp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  

Th is  f in d in g  is s im ilar to th a t  o f  K a r iu k i (1976) and Foster 

(1965) who ind ica ted  no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between the 

respondents ' fam ily  size and th e i r  a s p ira t io n s .  However the 

f in d in g  d i f fe r s  from th a t  o f  Cameron (1970) and Sewell and Shah 

(1968) who ind ica ted  th a t  respondents  from  small families had 

h ighe r  asp ira t ions  than  those from large fam ilies.

Lastly  in hypo thes is  one a s ta t is t ica l tes t was a ttempted 

between m arriage typ e  o f  a student's fam ily  and his educational 

asp ira t ions .  Tab le 15 (a) and 15 (b )  p resen t the f in d in g s  

o f th is  s tu d y .

TABLE 15 (a) RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MARRIAGE TYPE AND- 

STUDENTS ED U C ATIO N AL ASPIRATIONS

____________________________________MARRIAGE TYPE___________________ •

___ ______________________MONOGAMOUS POLYCYNOUS T O T A L

OCCUPATIONAL

a s p i r a t i o n s N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 48 17.2 19 6.8 67 24.0

High 169 60.6 43 15.4 212 76.0

t o t a l 217 77.8 62 22.2 279 100.0.1
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X 2 -  1.48 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at

0.05 level o f  s ig n if ica n ce .

C = 0.07

When the data p resen ted  in Table 15 (a) were ana lysed , 

the resu lt  ind ica ted  no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between the 

marriage type  o f  students' families and th e i r  educational 

asp ira t ions . We th e re fo re  re jec ted  the hypo thes is  th a t  the 

marriage type  of. s tuden ts ' families influences th e ir  educational 

asp ira tions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

The f in d in g  is cons is te n t  w i th  the  f in d in g  o f  the s tu d y  

by  Ametewee (1979). Ametewee found no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  

between m arriage ty p e  and s tu d e n ts ' educationa l asp ira t ions  

in Ghana. Th is  re s u l t  can be exp la ined  by  the fac t tha t 

po lygynous marriage ty p e  is g ra d u a l ly  d y in g  ou t mainly 

because o f economic reasons. In ou r s tu d y  on ly  s ix ty  two 

(22.2%) o f the two h u n d re d  and seven ty  nine (279) s tuden ts  

who pa r t ic ip a ted  in the  s tu d y  came from po lygynous  families. 

Th is  number was q u i te  small to  have any  s ig n if ic a n t  in f luence  

on the tota l popu la t ion , c o n s id e r in g  th a t  they  came from 

va r ied  social b a c k g ro u n d .
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TYPE AND STUDENT'S OCCUPATIONAL 

ASPIRATIONS

TA B LE  15 ( b ) :  THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MARRIAGE

MARRIAGE TYPE

________________________MONOGAMOUS POLYGYNOUS T O T A L

OCCUPATIO NAL

ASPIRATIO NS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 114 40.9 32 11.5 146 53.3

H igh 103 36.9 30 10.8 133 47.7

T O T A L 219 77.8 62 22.2 279 100.0

X 2 = 0 .003w ith 1 d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.,05

level o f s ign if icance  

C = 0.001

S im ila r ly  in Table 15 ( b ) ,  the re la t io n sh ip  between 

m arr iage ty p e  and s tuden ts  occupationa l asp ira t ions  was 

not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n if ic a n t  at 0.05 s ign if icance  leve l. Aga in  

the  re la t io n sh ip  between the two va r iab les  was v e ry  weak 

as ind ica ted  by  the small va lue o f  C (0 .0 0 1 ) .  The in fe rence  

d raw n  is th a t  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t  m arr iage  type  o f  s tuden ts ' 

fa th e rs  do not in f luence the occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f 

secondary  school s tu d e n ts .

The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  con f irm s  th a t  o f  Ametewee 

(1979) who found no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between m arriage 

ty p e  o f  s tuden ts ' fa th e rs  and s tu d e n ts  occupationa l asp ira t io n s .
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and occupationa l asp ira t ions

School re la ted fa c to rs  in th is  hypo thes is  were isolated 

as school ty p e  a s tu d e n t  a ttends  .w he the r  mixed or not mixed 

and s tuden t^  perce ived  academic a b i l i t y .  These were seen 

as in f luenc ing  a s tu d e n t 's  educationa l and occupational 

a sp ira t ions .  Tab le 16 (a) and 16 (b) p resen ts  the f in d in g  

o f  th is  s tu d y .

TA BLE  16 (a ) :  THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TYPE

OF SCHOOL ATTENDED BY A STUDENT 

AND HIS EDUC ATIO N AL ASPIRATIONS

H2: The School re la ted  fac to rs  in f luence  s tuden t 's  educationa l

TYPE OF SCHOOL

SI NGLE MIXED T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 17 6.1 50 17.9 67 24.0

High 86 30.8 126 45.2 212 76.0

T O T A L 103 36.9 176 63.1 279 100.0

2
X = 4.41 w ith  1 d f .  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 level of 

s ign if icance  

C = 0.12

When the  data p resen ted  in Table 16 (a) were ana lysed ,
/

the re s u lt  showed th a t  the  re la t io n sh ip  between s tu d e n t^

educational asp ira t ions  and ty p e  o f  school they  a ttended

was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 significance level. A c c o rd in g ly
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i t  was conc luded  th a t ,  the school type  s tu d e n ts  a ttend  

in f luences  th e i r  educational asp ira tions  in Nyandarua  D is t r ic t .  

The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  resembles the f in d in g  o f  an ea r l ie r  

s tu d y  by  Thuo  (1983). In his s tu d y  T hu o  (1983) found 

th a t  the  re la t io n sh ip  between educational asp ira t io n s  and 

ty p e  o f  school was s ig n if ic a n t  in fa v o u r  o f  s tu d e n ts  in boys' 

schools. T hu s  accord ing  to him s tuden ts  in boys ' schools 

had h ig h e r  educationa l asp ira t ions  as compared to g i r ls '  

schools and m ixed schools. The o rd e r  o f  p ro p o r t io n  was 

boys ' schools (97.7%), mixed schools (97.4%) and g i r l s '  schools 

(91.8%). The re la t io nsh ip  between educationa l asp ira t ions  

and ty p e  o f  school was established at 0.05 level o f  s ig n if ica nce . 

Th is  re la t io n s h ip  was s t ro n g e r  in case o f  s tu d e n ts  in boys' 

schools. However, Thuo 's  s tu d y  (1983) was conducted  in 

Kiambu D is t r ic t  wh ile  us ing  the form fo u r  s tu d e n ts  as the 

sub jec ts .  F u r th e r ,  the subjects were not und e r  the  8-9-4 

education  system .

TA BLE  16 ( b ) :  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TYPE OF SCHOOL

ATTENDED BY A STUDENT AND HIS 

O CCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIO NS

TYPE OF SCHOOL

SINGLE MIXED T O T A L

ED U C ATIO N AL
ASPIRATIO NS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 51 18.3 95 34.1 -146 52.3

High 52 18,6 81 29.0 133 47.7

t o t a l 103 36.9 176 61.1 279 100.0
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X = 0.36 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n if ic a n t  at 0.05 level 

o f  s ign if icance

C = 0.04

When the data p resen ted  in Table 16(b) were ana lysed 

the re s u l t  showed th a t  th e re  was no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  

between the ty p e  o f  school a ttended by a s tuden t and h is  occupationa l 

asp ira t io n s .  The re la t io n s h ip  between the two va r iab les  was 

also weak as ind ica ted  by  the small value o f  C (0 .0 4  ) .  A c c o rd in g ly

i t  was concluded th a t ,  the  typ e  o f  schoo l. that the students a t te nd  does 

not in f luence  th e i r  occupationa l asp ira tions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .

O ther fac to rs  th a t  in f luence  the occupational asp ira t ions  o f  

secondary school s tu d e n ts  e x is t  ra th e r  than the school ty p e  

they a t te n d .

Las t ly  in hypo the s is  2, a s ta t is t ica l tes t was a ttem pted 

between s tuden ts ' pe rce ive d  academic a b i l i ty  and th e i r  educa tiona l/  

occupational a s p ira t io n s .  Tab le 17 (a) and 17 (b )  below p resen t 

the f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y .

TABLE 17 (a ) :  RELATIO NSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS1 PERCEIVED

ACADEMIC A B IL IT Y  AND EDUC ATIO N AL 

ASPIRATIO NS

2

PERCEIVED ACADEMIC A B IL IT Y  
BELOW ABOVE

AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE T O T A L

EDUCATIONAL
ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 22 7 .9 33 11.8 12 4,3 67 24.0

High 7 2.5 101 36.2 104 37.3 212 76.0

TO TA L 29 10.4 134 48.0 116 41.6 279 100.0
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X 2 = 54.62 w ith  2d f.  S ig n if ica n t  at 0.05 level 

o f  s ign if icance

C = 0 . 4 0

The re la t io nsh ip  between s tuden ts ' pe rce ived  academic 

a b i l i ty  and educationa l asp ira t ions  was s ig n i f ic a n t  a t the  s tu d y 's  

set decision c r i te r ia  o f  0.05 s ign if icance  leve l.  The s t re n g th  

o f the  re la t io nsh ip  was also moderate as ind ica ted  by  the  va lue 

o f C ( 0.40 ) .  I t  was the re fo re  concluded th a t  s tu d e n ts '

perce ived academic a b i l i t y  in fluences th e ir  educationa l 

asp ira t ions  in N yandarua D is t r ic t .

The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  supp o r ts  th a t  o f B lay (1973) 

whose s tu d y  revealed th a t  student's perce ived academic a b i l i t y  

was s ig n i f ic a n t ly  re la ted  to h is /h e r  educational a s p ira t io n s .  

A cco rd ing  to B lay (1973) s tuden ts ' hopes o f  c o n t in u in g  th e i r  

education was in f luenced  by how they  th o u g h t  they  pe r fo rm ed  

academically. F u r th e r  th is  f in d in g  resembles th a t  o f  C l ig n e t  

and Foster (1966) who conducted th e ir  s tu d y  in I v o ry  Coast. 

T h e ir  s tu d y  revealed th a t  academic s tand ing  as measured by  

s tuden ts  own ra n k in g  o f  his academic a b i l i ty  p layed a modest 

role in in f luenc ing  educationa l a sp ira t ions .  However, the  f in d in g  

o f th is  s tu d y  c o n tra d ic ts  th a t  o f  Kunza (1982), conduc ted  in 

Korea. Kunza (1982), ind ica ted th a t  all the  s ix  fa c to rs  he 

had hypo thes ized  (s ig n i f ic a n t  o the rs  in f luence , academic 

perfo rm ance, sex, u rb a n ic i t y ,  socio-economic s ta tus  and mental
l

a b i l i t y ) th a t  in f luenced  occupationa l and h ig h e r  educationa l 

asp ira tions  o f  Koreans were s ig n if ic a n t  excep t academic se l f  

concept v a r iab le .  P robab ly  the d if fe rences  in the f in d in g s
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o f  these s tud ies  are due to c u l tu ra l  d i f fe rences  between the 

two areas where the s tud ies  were conduc ted .

TABLE 17 ( b ) ;  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS PERCEIVED 

ACADEMIC A B IL IT Y  AND OCCUPATIONAL 

ASPIRATIO NS

PERCEIVED ACADEMIC A B IL IT Y
BELOW ABOVE
AVERAGE AVERAGE AVERAGE T O T A L

OCCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCE NT N PERCENT

Low 20 7.2 69 24.7 57 20.4 146 52.3

High 9 3.2 65 23.3 59 21.1 133 4 7 .7

TO T A L 29 10.4 134 48.0 116 41.6 27 9 100 .00

X 2 = 3.73 w ith  2 d f . Not s ig n i f ic a n t at 0.05

level o f  s ign if icance  

C = 0.11

The re la t io nsh ip  between s tu d e n t 's  perce ived academic 

a b i l i ty  and his educationa l asp ira t ions  was not s ig n i f ic a n t  at 

0.05 s ign if icance  leve l.  The re la t io n sh ip  between the two 

va r iab les  was also weak as ind ica ted  by the  small va lue o f  

C ( 0 .1 1 ) .  • A c c o rd in g ly  i t  was concluded tha t s tuden ts ' 

perce ived academic a b i l i t y  does not in f luence  th e ir  occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  O the r  fac to rs  th a t  in f luence  

s tuden ts ' occupationa l asp ira t ions  e x is t  ra th e r  than  s tu d e n t 's  

perce ived academic a b i l i t y .  The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  fa ils  

to s u p p o r t  th a t  o f C l ig n e t  and Foster (1966) who found  perce ived
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academic a b i l i t y  to have some in fluence  on occupationa l asp ira t ions  

o f s tu d e n ts .  The d i f fe re n c e  between the f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  

and th a t  o f  C l igne t and Foster (1966) could be a t t r ib u te d  to 

the period o f  time w h ich  has passed between the c o n d u c t in g  

o f the two s tu d ie s .  C l ig n e t  and Foster (1966) conducted  th e i r  

s tu d y  more than  two decades ago, hence the re  are bound to 

be changes in the way s tu d e n ts  form th e ir  a s p ira t io n s .  However 

the f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  is in line w ith  th a t  o f Kunza (1982), 

a more recent f in d in g ,  th ough  from  a s tu d y  conducted in a 

d i f fe re n t  c u l tu ra l  e n v iro n m e n t.

H3: The s tu d e n t ’s personal fac to rs  in fluences h is /h e r  educationa l

and occupationa l asp ira t ions

The student's personal fa c to rs  in th is  hypo thes is  were 

isolated as s tu d e n ts ' age and sex. These were seen as 

in f luenc ing  a s tuden ts  educationa l and occupational a s p ira t io n s .

S tudents  sex was examined aga inst h is /h e r  educationa l 

and occupational a s p ira t io n s  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  Tab le 

18 (a) and 18 (b )  con ta in  the f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y .

TABLE 18 (a ) :  RELATIO NSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS' SEX

AND ED U C ATIO N AL ASPIRATIONS

SEX

MALE FEMALE T O T A L

OCCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATIONS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 45 16.1 22 7.9 67 24.0

High 1M8 53.1 6U 22.9 212 76.0

T O T A L 193 69.2 86 30.8 279 100.0
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X2 = 0.07 w ith  1 d f .  Not s ig n if ic a n t  at 0.05 

level o f  s ig n i f ic a n t

C = 0.02

From Tab le  18 (a) i t  is ev iden t th a t  the re la t io n s h ip  

between s tu d e n t 's  sex and h is /h e r  educational asp ira t io n s  was 

not s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  at 0.05 s ig n if ic a n t  le ve l.  The 

re la t io nsh ip  between the  two var iab les  was also found  to be too weak 

as ind ica ted  by  the low value o f  C (0 .0 2 ) .  T he  in fe rence  

d raw n  is th a t  in fJyandarua D is t r ic t ,  sex o f  s tu d e n ts  does not 

in f luence  th e i r  educationa l asp ira t ions .

The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  is cons is ten t w ith  th a t  o f  o th e r  

scholars who conducted  th e ir  stud ies in deve lop ing  c o u n tr ie s .

Such scho lars  as Amadi (1975), R ichards (1974), B lay (1973),

C l igne t (1966) have all concluded tha t the educationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts  are not a ffected by sex d i f fe re n c e s .

However th is  f in d in g  is not in line w ith  th a t  o f  Rono (1 982) 

and K a r iu k i (1976) who conducted th e ir  s tud ies  in Kericho  

and Kiambu D is t r ic ts  re s p e c t iv e ly .  A lthough  the  two s tud ies  

(K a r iu k i ,  1976; Rono, 1 982); were conducted in Kenya, a 

deve lop ing  c o u n t r y ,  th e i r  f in d in g s  d i f fe r  from the  f in d in g  

o f  th is  s tu d y  p ro b a b ly  due to time fa c to r .  As the  years  go 

b y ,  s tuden ts  have tended to d is reg a rd  th e ir  sexes as fa r  as 

educationa l asp ira t io n s  are concerned. G ir ls  now see themselves 

as being equal to  boys and can compete in any educationa l 

ach ievem ent, hence th e re  is no sex d if fe rence  in ' te rm s  o f  

a s p ira t io n s .  F u r th e r  the re  are more g i r ls '  schools than  i t  

used to be soon a f te r  independence (1963), hence th e re  are
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more o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  h ighe r  education  fo r  both  sexes. The re  

is no sex d ic r im ina t ion  in the selection t o ’the in s t i tu t io n s  o f  

h ig h e r  le a rn ing .  T h is  p ro b a b ly  does no t create the d i f fe re n ce  

in asp ira t ions  fo r  both sexes.

TA BLE  18 ( b ) :  RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENTS SEX 

AND OCCUPATIO NAL ASPIRATIO NS

__________________________________________________ SEX______________________

__________________________ MALE_____________ FEMALE______________ T O T A L

O CCUPATIONAL

ASPIRATIO NS N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Low 87 31.2 59 21.1 146 52.3

High 106 38.0 27 9.7 133 47.7

T O T A L 193 69.2 86 30.8 279 100.00

2
= 12 .28 w ith 1 d f . S ig n i f ic a n t at 0.05 level o f

s ign if icance . 

C = 0.21

The re la t ionsh ip  between s tu d e n ts '  sex and occupational 

asp ira t ion  was s ta t is t ic a l ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 s ig n i f ic a n t  leve l.

I t  was concluded th e re fo re  th a t  students' sex d id  ac tua lly  

in f luence  th e ir  occupational a sp ira t ions  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  

The f in d in g  o f  th is  s tu d y  fa ils  to conform  w ith  the  f in d in g s  

o f  the scho lars  who have conducted  th e i r  s tud ies  in deve lop ing 

co u n tr ie s  (see Amadi 1975; R icha rds ,  1974; B lay 1973;) who 

have concluded th a t  the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions
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o f  s tuden ts  are not a f fec ted  by  sex d i f fe re n ce s .  However 

it  s u p p o r ts  the f in d in g s  o f  the s tud ies  th a t  have been 

conducted in developed c o u n tr ie s  (C ra w fo rd  1975; Nam and 

Cowhig 1960).

TABLE 19 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT'S ACE AND 

EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIO NS

ED UC ATIO N AL ASPIRATIO NS
LOW HIGH ------ T O T A L

ACE N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Less than 15 years 1 0.4 3 1 .1 4 1.4

Between 15 and 17 y rs 26 9.3 111 39.8 137 49.1

Between 17 and 19 y rs 34 12.2 94 33.7 128 45.9

Between 19 and 21 y rs 5 1 .8 4 1 .4 9 3.2

O ver 21 y rs 1 0.4 0 0.0 1 0.4

Total 67 24.0 212 76.0 279 100.0

2
X = 10.43 w ith  4 d f .  s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 level o f  s ign if icance

C = 0.19

Ana lys is  o f  the data shown in Table 19 revealed th a t  the re  

was a s ig n if ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  between a s tuden ts  age and educational 

asp ira t ions . On the basis o f  th is  f in d in g s ,  i t  was concluded 

th a t  age o f s tuden ts  in f luences  th e i r  educational a sp ira t ions  in 

Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  These re s u lts  tend to concur w ith  S ilvey  

(1969) and Ametwee (1979) who found  th a t  the age o f  s tuden ts  

can in f luence th e ir  educationa l a sp ira t ions  in his s tu d y .  O lder
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s tuden ts  are expected to have li fe  experiences wh ich 

ass is t them in fo rm ing  asp ira t ions  compared to yo u n g e r  s tu d e n ts .  

In ou r  s tu d y ,  i t  was obse rved  tha t  the number o f  young 

s tuden ts  (17 years and less) w ith  h igh education a sp ira t ions  

was s l ig h t ly  g re a te r  than  th a t  o f  o lder s tuden ts  (ove r  17 

yea rs )  who had h ig h e r  educationa l asp ira t ions  (35.1%). The 

l i fe  experiences o f  o ld e r  s tu d e n ts  may have had some in f luences  

on th e ir  educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  They were s l ig h t ly  more 

rea lis t ic  in th e i r  a s p ira t io n s  compared to the yo u n g e r  s tu d e n ts .  

O the r  s tud ies  such as th a t  o f  K a r iu k i (1976) d id  not show 

any s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts  age and th e i r  

educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  The d if fe rences  in the f in d in g s  

may be due to d i f fe re n c e  in time fac to r  when the  two s tud ies  

were conducted .

TABLE 20 RELATIO NSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT'S ACE AND 

O CCU PATIO NAL ASPIRATIONS

OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIO NS
LOW HIGH T o t a l

ACE N PERCENT N PERCENT N PERCENT

Less than 15 y rs 2 0.7 2 0.7 4 1 .4

Between 15 and 17 yrs 71 25.4 66 23.7 137 49.1

Between 17 and 19 yrs 66 23.7 62 22.2 128 45.9

Between 19 and 21 yrs 7 2.5 2 0.7 9 3 2-

O ver 21 y r s 0 0.0 1 0.4 1 0.4

Tota l 146 52.3 133 4717 279 100.0
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X = 3.49 w ith  d f .  Not s ig n i f ic a n t  a t 0.05 level o f

s ign if ica nce

C = 0.11

The data re la ted  to  s tuden ts ' age and occupationa l 

asp ira tions  was p resen ted  in Table 20. The data in the  Table 

revealed no s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between s tu d e n ts ' age and 

th e ir  occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  These f in d in g s  are cons is ten t 

w ith  the resu lts  from  a s tu d y  by  Ametwee (1979) who found 

no s ig n if ic a n t  d i f fe re n c e  between age and educationa l asp ira t ions  

o f  p r im a ry  school p u p i ls .  The s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in th is  

s tu d y  had more re a l is t ic  occupationa l asp ira t ions  compared to 

th e ir  educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  Only one h u n d re d  and t h i r t y  

th ree  (47.7%) had h igh  occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  One hun d re d  

and fo r t y  s ix  (52.3%) had low occupational a sp ira t io n s .  The 

d if fe rence  in num ber between those w ith  h igh  and low 

occupational asp ira t io n s  was on ly  th ir te e n  (4.6%). The young 

s tuden ts  (17 years  and less) who had h igh  occupationa l asp ira t ions  

were s ix ty  e igh t  (24.4%) while  the o lde r s tuden ts  (above 17 years 

o f age) who had h igh  occupationa l asp ira t ions  were s ix ty  

f ive  (23.3%). On the  basis o f  these f in d in g s  i t  was th e re fo re  

concluded th a t  th e re  is no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between 

s tuden ts ' age and th e i r  occupationa l a sp ira t ions .

2
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CHAPTER SIX

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The main ob jec t ive  o f  th is  s tu d y  was to examine some of 

the fac to rs  wh ich in f luence  the educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t ,

Kenya.

In te re s t  in th is  s tu d y  emanated from  the fac t th a t ,  h i th e r to ,  

no s tud ies have been conducted in N yandarua  D is t r ic t  to exp lore  the 

fac to rs  in f luenc ing  educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  

o f  secondary school s tu d e n ts .  M oreover e x is t in g  s tud ies  th a t  

have been conducted elsewhere in the c o u n t r y  tend to show 

th a t  s tuden ts ' sex is an im po rtan t de te rm inan t o f  educationa l 

and occupational asp ira t ions  o f  secondary  school s tu d e n ts .  The 

type  o f  school th a t  a s tu d e n t a t tends  (N a t ion a l,  P rov inc ia l 

o r  Harambee), also may in f luence  s tu d e n ts  asp ira t ions  (see 

Somerset, 197 0). Education o r  occupa tion  o f  s tu d e n ts ' pa ren ts  

have been ind ica ted  to be a pow erfu l de te rm inan t o f  s tuden ts ' 

a sp ira t ions .  However these s tud ies  were conducted many years 

ago, thus  the re  is a need fo r  ano the r s tu d y  to be conducted 

cons ide r ing  some o f  the fac to rs  th a t  were inc luded in the 

previous studies. These factors are father's education and occupation, mother's 

education and o ccu p a t io n ,age, sex and family size. Further, studies that 

have been conducted in o the r  c o u n tr ie s  suggest th a t  apa rt  

from the fac to rs  mentioned in Kenyan s tu d ie s ,  th e re  are o the r

fac to rs  th a t  can in f luence  s tu d e n ts ' educationa l and occupational
/

a sp ira t ions .  These fac to rs  in c lud e : a student's res idence whether rural 

or u rban  (Sewell e t al 1957; Nam and C ow h ig , 1960; Blay 

1973); m arr iage ty p e  o f  s tu d e n t 's  fa th e r  w he the r  po lygynous
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or monogamous (Ametewee, 1979); s tu d e n t 's  perce ived 

academic a b i l i t y  (C l ig n e t  and Foster 1966; B lay , 1973; Kunza , 

1982). T h is  s tu d y  th e re fo re  inves tiga tes  w he the r these 

fac to rs  wh ich  have not been inves tiga ted  p re v io u s ly  in f luence  

the educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary 

school s tu d e n ts  in Nyandarua D is t r ic t .  The s tu d y  f u r t h e r  

in ves t iga tes  w he the r  s tuden ts ' occupationa l asp ira t ions  are 

in f luenced  by  the ty p e  o f  school tha t a s tuden t a t tends  

wh ich  is e i th e r  mixed o r  not mixed in term s o f  sex. While 

the sub jec ts  o f  the p rev io us  s tud ies  in Kenya have been the  

form fo u r  s tu d e n ts  (K a r iu k i  1976; Somerset, 1970;) the 

sub jec ts  o f  th is  s tu d y  are the form two s tuden ts  in N yandarua 

D is t r ic t .

I t  was hypo thes ized  in th is  s tu d y  th a t  s tuden ts ' 

social b ackg ro und  fa c to rs ,  school re la ted fac to rs  and personal 

fac to rs  w il l  in f luence  his o r  her educationa l and occupationa l 

a s p ira t io n s .  The student's social backg ro und  fac to rs  th a t  were 

taken in to  cons ide ra t ion  inc lude fa th e r 's  education and 

occupa tion , m arr iage ty p e  o f  student's fa th e r ,  student's 

res idence and fam ily  size. Student's schoo l-re la ted  fac to rs  

were cons ide red  to be the school type  th a t  a s tu d e n t a t tends  

(m ixed o r  no t m ixed) and s tuden ts ' pe rce ived  academic a b i l i t y  

(below ave rage , average , above ave ra g e ).  Student's personal 

fac to rs  in th is  s tu d y  inc lude his age and sex.

The data fo r  th is  s tu d y  were co llected in Nyandarua 

D is t r ic t  in September to November, 1987. T h e 's u b je c ts  fo r  

the s tu d y  came from form two s tuden ts  who were the f i r s t
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secondary school s tu d e n ts  und e r t h e  8-4-4 education system .

T h e y  came from  Magomano, N ja b in i ,  Karima, Nyandarua and

N y a h u ru ru  secondary  schoo ls . N ja b in i  and Karima

were g i r ls '  secondary  schools. N y a h u ru ru  was a boys secondary

schoo l, while Magomano and N yandarua  were mixed secondary

schools.

A tw e n ty  item q u e s t ionna ire  was used fo r  the co l lec t ion  

o f da ta . The  q u e s t io n n a ire  was adm in is te red to the sub jec ts  

in t h e i r  classrooms at t h e i r  respec tive  schools. The que s t io n n a ire  

g e n e ra l ly  took  between 25 to 45 m inutes to complete. Items 

in the  q u e s t io n n a ire  were  both c losed-ended and open -ended .

S ta t is t ica l ana lys is  o f  the data  involved com putation o f  

f re q u e n c ie s ,  pe rcen tag es ,  and means. While the c o n t in g e n cy  

co e f f ic ie n t  was used to  measure the  s treng th  o f  association 

between v a r ia b le s  in the  sample, ch i-square  was used to tes t  

fo r  s ta t is t ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  between the dependent and independen t 

v a r ia b le s .  A n a lys is  o f  the  data was done using the com pute r 

in s ta l led  a t  the  In s t i tu te  o f  Computer Science, U n iv e rs i ty  o f  

N a iro b i .

Summary o f  f in d in g s

A n a ly s is  o f  the  data  revealed;

1. V i r t u a l l y  all the s tuden ts  hoped to continue th e i r  educa tion  

a f te r  com p le t ing  th e i r  . fou r years o f secondary school 

e d u c a t io n .  M a jo r i ty  o f the students (77.1%) ind ica ted  

th a t  t h e y  wanted to  continue to u n iv e rs i ty  education  a f te r  

form f o u r .  However 22.9% indicated th a t  they  hoped to 

c o n t in u e  th e i r  educa tion  u p to  form fo u r  level.
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2. Un like  the h igh  educationa l a s p ira t io n s ,  about h a l f

o f  the s tuden ts  (52.3%) ind ica ted  th a t  they  would like  

to jo in  occupations wh ich  re q u ire  educationa l level o f  

less than U n iv e rs i ty  educa tion . These s tuden ts  were 

considered to have low occupational asp ira t io n s .  One 

hun d re d  and t h i r t y  th re e  s tuden ts  (47.7%) however 

ind ica ted  th a t  th e y  would like to  jo in  occupations th a t  

re q u ire  u n iv e rs i t y  educa tion . These s tuden ts  were 

considered to have h igh  occupationa l a sp ira t ions .

3. No s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  was found  between s tuden ts ' 

social b ackg ro und  va r iab les  ( fa th e r 's  educationa l leve l/

occupa tion , m other's  educa tion , s tuden ts ' res idence, marriage 

type  o f  s tu d e n ts ' fa th e rs  and fam ily  size) and th e ir  

occupational a sp ira t io n s .

4. A s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  (a t  the 0.05 leve l) between 

s tu d e n ts 'e d u ca t io n a l asp ira t ions  and age, school ty p e  (s ing le  

sex /m ixed )  as well as t h e i r  perce ived  academic a b i l i ty

was found .

5. No s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tudents ' pe rce ived  

academic a b i l i t y ,  school ty p e  and age and th e ir  occupationa l 

asp ira t ions .

6. No s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  was found  between s tu d e n ts '

sex and th e ir  educationa l asp ira t io n s .  However, a 

s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  was found between s tuden ts ' 

sex and th e ir  occupa tiona l a s p ira t io n s .  '
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CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

Based on the re s u lts  o f  the tes ts  o f  the  hypotheses and 

answers to research ques tions  in the s tu d y ,  the fo llow ing 

conclus ions have been d ra w n :

Fa the rs ' Educational Level and Educational and Occupational 

A s p ira t io n s  o f  S tudents

The s tu d y  p rov id ed  conc lus ive  ev idence tha t the re  was no 

s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  between fa th e r 's  educational level and 

s tu d e n ts ' educational and occupationa l asp ira t ions .  The f in d in g s  

o f  th is  s tu d y  re in fo rce  those re p o r te d  e a r l ie r  by B lay (1973) and 

Ametewee (1979) in th e i r  s tu d ie s .  The two stud ies in ves t iga ted  

w h e th e r  fa th e rs ' education level in f luences  educational and

occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts  in Ghana and N igeria  re s p e c t iv e ly .  

The results o f the  two studies revea led no s ig n if ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  between 

fa th e rs ' education anu s tuden ts ' educationa l and occupational asp ira t ions  

among the sub jec ts  in th e ir  s tu d y .

F a the rs ' O ccupation , and Educational and Occupational A sp ira t io n s  

o f  S tuden ts

The f in d in g s  of the s tu d y  d id  not s u p p o r t  the hypo thes is  

th a t  th e re  was a s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n sh ip  between fa th e rs ' occupation  

and educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  the s tu d e n ts .  P robab ly  

the socia liza tion process o f  c h i ld re n  at home has helped in shap ing  

th e i r  asp ira t ions  such th a t  th e y  no longer want to do the same 

k ind  o f  w o rk  as th e ir  fa th e rs .  These f in d in g s  stand in c o n t ra s t  

to re la t io nsh ips  found  between fa th e rs ' occupation and educationa l 

and occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  s tu d e n ts  in Western societies (P o r te r  

1954; S tu b b in s ,  1950; M ull igan 1957). However, s tud ies  conducted  

in A f r ic a  (B la y ,  1973; and Ametewee, 1979), supp o r ts  the f in d in g s
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o f th is  s tu d y .  The v a r ia t io n  in re s u lts  may be due to increased 

awareness o f the im portance o f  education among A fr ica n  c h i ld re n  

and paren ts  ir re s p e c t iv e  o f  th e ir  social backg ro und . In many 

A fr ic a n  c o u n tr ie s ,  gove rnm en ts  have also encouraged all pa ren ts  

to take th e ir  c h i ld re n  to schoo l.

Family Size and S tu d e n ts 1 Educationa l and Occupational A sp ira t io n s

No s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between fam ily  size and s tu d e n ts ' 

educational and occupa tiona l a sp ira t ions  were ev iden t in the 

s tu d y .  Th is  hypo thes is  was based on the assumption th a t  i f  

a fam ily  has a la rge  num ber o f  c h i ld re n  the parenta l a t ten t ion  

g iven  to  in d iv id u a l ch i ld  would  be less compared to a family 

which has fewer number o f  c h i ld re n .  I t  was also assumed th a t  a 

la rge  family would expe r ience  more economic problems or 

co n s tra in ts  than a small fa m i ly .  T h is  may d iscourage ch i ld re n  

from large families from a s p ir in g  to  h ig h e r  educational and 

occupational leve ls . However, the s tu d y  d id  not s u p p o r t  th is  

v iew . P robably  the  in te ra c t io n  between s tuden ts  and th e ir  pa ren ts  

did not in f luence  th e ir  a s p ira t io n s .  I t  was the re fo re  concluded 

tha t family size has no s ig n i f ic a n t  in f luence  on s tuden ts ' 

educational and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  These f in d in g s  conformed 

w ith  the resu lts  from an e a r l ie r  s tu d y  by K a r iu k i (1 976) who found 

no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts ' family size and 

th e ir  educational and occupa tiona l a s p ira t io n s .

M arriage T ype  o f  S tu d e n ts '  Fa the rs  and S tuden ts  Educational 

and Occupational A s p ira t io n s

l

The f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y  d id  not s u p p o r t  the hypo thes is  

tha t s tuden ts  from p o ly g y n o u s  families have a h igher educationa l 

and occupational a sp ira t io n s  than  those from  monogamous fam ilies.
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The hypo the s is  was based on the assumption th a t  the je lousy  

and r i v a l r y  wh ich is usually observed among co-w ives in 

p o lyg yn o u s  families would be a source o f  development o f 

com pe tit ive  s p i r i ts  in ch i ld re n  from such fam ilies. Such 

hea lthy  com petit ive  s p i r i t  would show in s tuden t^  educationa l 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  However in ou r s tu d y ,  s tu d e n ts  

who came from  po lygynous  families were on ly  s ix ty  two (22.2%) 

o f  the two h u n d re d  and seven ty  nine s tu d e n ts .  Th is  num ber 

was q u i te  small to have any s ta t is t ica l s ig n i f ic a n t  e f fe c t  on 

the  to ta l sample o f  s tu d e n ts .  I t  is however no tew o rthy  th a t  

o f  the s ix t y  two s tuden ts  from po lygynous  fam ilies, more than 

two th i r d s  o f  them (43) had a h igh  educationa l asp ira t ions  

and abou t h a l f  o f  them also had h igh  occupationa l asp ira t ions  

On the basis o f the f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y ,  i t  was concluded 

th a t  m arr iage  ty p e  o f  s tudents ' fa th e rs  has no s ig n if ic a n t  

re la t io n s h ip  on s tuden ts ' educational and occupational a s p ira t io n s .

S tude n ts  Residence When Not in School And T h e ir  Educationa l 

A nd  O ccupa t ional A s p ira t io n s

The s tu d y  d id  not p rov ide  resu lts  which suppo rted  the  

hypo the s is  th a t  the re  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  between 

s tu d e n ts  res idence when not in school and th e i r  educationa l 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .  The data revealed th a t  more 

than  th re e  q u a r te rs  o f  the s tuden ts  l ive  in ru ra l  areas w h ile  

on ly  21.5% o f  the s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y  l ive  

in u rb a n  areas. I t  was however noted th a t  o f  the s ix ty  s tu d e n ts  

who l ived  in u rb a n  areas, f o r t y  nine o f  them had h igh  

educationa l asp ira t ions  while tw en ty  e ig h t  had h igh  occupationa l
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a s p ira t io n s .  The number o f  s tu d e n ts  who l ived  in u rban  

areas was about (21.5%) o f  all the sub jec ts  in the s tu d y .

I t  was ev id e n t th e re fo re  th a t  they  could not have a s ta t is t ic a l ly  

s ig n i f ic a n t  in f luence  on the  educationa l and occupational 

asp ira t ions  o f the s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y .

I t  was th e re fo re  conc luded th a t  s tu d e n ts ' residence when not 

in school d id  not have any  s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  to th e ir  

educationa l and occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  As poin ted ou t e a r l ie r  

(see page 85), s tuden ts  are away on ho lidays fo r  on ly  th re e  months 

in a ye a r .  P robably  the  pe r iod  o f  in te ra c t io n  between s tuden ts  

and members o f th e ir  u rb a n  o r  ru ra l  communities is too sh o r t  

to  a f fe c t  s tuden ts ' a s p ira t io n s .  As a result,socialization of students regarding 

jobs and the educational level re q u ire d  in o rd e r  to ge t these jobs 

d id  not take  place. These re s u lts  s u p p o r t  the  s tu d y  by B lay 

(1973), who found  no s ig n i f ic a n t  c o r re la t io n  between s tuden ts ' 

res idence and educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  in a s tu d y  

conducted  in Ghana.

A lth o u g h  s tuden ts  social b ackg ro und  fac to rs  d id  not have 

any s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n sh ip  on th e i r  educationa l and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  in th is  s tu d y ,  o th e r  s tud ies  have shown such 

s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  (Ametewee 1979, K a r iu k i ,  1976; Sewell 

et al 1957; Somerset 1970). However a major d i f fe re n ce  between 

those s tud ies  and th is  s tu d y  is the  educationa l level o f  s tu d e n ts  

who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y .  In most o f  the  p rev ious  s tu d ie s ,  

the sub jec ts  were form fo u r  o r  s tu d e n ts  who were about to complete

th e ir  secondary educa tion . The sub jec ts  fo r  th is  s tu d y  were form/
two s tu d e n ts  who had o n ly  two yea rs  o f  secondary educa tion .

They  were the f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  secondary  school s tuden ts  in the
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new 8-4-4  system o f  education  th a t  has ju s t  been in trodu ced  

in the c o u n t r y .  The educationa l and occupationa l asp ira t ions  fo r  

most o f them may s t i l l  be in  the process o f  fo rm a tion . Blay 

(1973), found s im ila r re s u lts  to th is  s tudy  w i th  p r im a ry  school 

pup ils  in Ghana.

T ype  o f  School A t te n d e d  A nd  S tu d e n ts 1 Educational A s p ira t io n s

Data from the  s tu d y  revealed th a t  the ty p e  o f  school a ttended 

by a s tu d e n t  (s ing le  sex /m ixed )  had a s ig in i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  

to s tuden ts ' educationa l asp ira t io n s .  The re s u lts  o f  the  s tu d y  

ind ica ted th a t  30.8 per cen t o f the s tuden ts  from  s ing le  sex 

schools had h igh  educationa l asp ira t ions  in c o n t ra s t  to 45.2 per 

cent o f s tuden ts  from  mixed schools. Socia lization process among 

boys and g i r ls  from  mixed schools may promote com petit ive  s p i r i t  

among them. C onsequen t ly  s tuden ts  from m ixed schools would 

be expected to have h igh  educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  T h is  may exp la in  

the s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n sh ip  found between the  ty p e  o f  school a ttended 

by s tuden ts  and th e i r  educationa l a sp ira t ions .  The re s u lts  o f  

tes t ing  the hypo thes is  p ro v id e d  a basis fo r  the  conc lus ion  th a t  

the type  o f  school a t tended  by a s tuden t had a s ig n i f ic a n t  r e la t io n - -  

sh ip to  th e ir  educationa l asp ira t io n s .

Type  o f  School A t t te n d e d  And S tuden ts ' Occupationa l A s p ira t io n s

The f in d in g s  o f  the s tu d y  d id  not s u p p o r t  the hypo thes is  

tha t th e re  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  between ty p e  o f  school 

a ttended (s ing le  se x /m ixe d )  and the occupationa l a sp ira t ions  o f

s tuden ts .  Data from  the s tu d y  showed th a t  52.3 pe r cen t o f  all
/

the s tu d e n ts  (18.3% from s ing le  sex; 34% from  mixed schools who 

Part ic ipa ted  in  the s tu d y  had low occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  These 

resu lts  c le a r ly  ind ica ted  th a t  some o f  the s tu d e n ts  who had h igh
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educational asp ira t ions  may not have been aware o f the va r ious  

occupation e n t r y  re q u ire m e n ts .  P robab ly  these s tuden ts  were 

not well socialized in re g a rd  to occupationa l e n t r y  requ irem en ts .

Hence they  ind ica ted  p re fe re nce  to jobs th a t  d id  not re q u ire  

u n iv e rs i ty  educa tion . The f in d in g s  from the tes t ing  o f  hypo the s is  

p rov id ed  the basis fo r  conc lus ion  th a t  the ty p e  o f  school a t tended  

(s ing le  sex /m ixed )  d id  not have a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  to 

s tuden ts  occupational a s p ira t io n s .

Perceived Academic A b i l i t y  and S tude n ts ' Educational A s p ira t io n s

Ana lys is  o f  the  data from  the s tu d y  revealed tha t the re  

was a s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts  perceived academic a b i l i ty  

and th e ir  educational a s p ira t io n s .  Th is  f in d in g  can be exp la ined  

by the fac t th a t  i f  a s tu d e n t  pe r fo rm s well academically, he s tands  

a good chance o f  g e t t in g  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to continue his educa tion . 

However, i f  a s tu d e n t pe rce ived  his academic a b i l i ty  as low, he 

w ill cons ider his chances o f  c o n t in u in g  education as low. Th is  

would be re flec ted  in his educationa l a sp ira t ions .  Th is  obse rva tion  

tends to exp la in  the s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  observed between
•*»

perce ived academic a b i l i ty  and educationa l asp ira tions  o f  s tuden ts .

Those who perce ived themselves as academically able showed 

h ighe r  levels o f  educationa l a s p ira t io n s  than the less academically 

able. P robab ly  symbolic in te ra c t io n  among s tuden ts  and th e ir  

teachers has helped in shap ing  s tuden ts  educational a s p ira t io n s .

On the basis o f  these f in d in g s  i t  was concluded tha t s tu d e n ts ' pe rce ived  

academic a b i l i ty  in f luences th e i r  educational asp ira t ions .

Perceived Academic A b i l i t y  and S tuden ts ' Occupational A s p ira t io n s  

The f in d in g s  o f  the s tu d y  d id  not s u p p o r t  the hypo thes is  s t u ­

dents' perce ived academic a b i l i t y  was s in g i f ic a n t ly  re lated to
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occupational asp ira t io n s .  A t  form  two level o f  educa tion , s tu d e n ts ' 

knowledge o f e n t r y  requ irem en ts  to va r io u s  occupations may be 

lim ited . I t  is the re fo re  possib le  th a t  s tu d e n ts  who perce ived 

themselves as average o r  above average in  academic a b i l i ty  may 

have ind ica ted th a t  they  asp ired  to  occupations th a t  do not re q u ire  

u n iv e rs i t y  education . T h is  v iew is s u p p o r te d  by  the  data wh ich  

ind ica ted  th a t  52.3 per cen t o f  all s tu d e n ts  who p a r t ic ip a ted  in 

the s tu d y  had low occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  On the basis o f  these 

f in d in g s  i t  was concluded th a t  s tu d e n ts ' pe rce ived  academic a b i l i t y  

has no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t ionsh ip  to th e i r  occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .

Sex and S tuden ts ' Educational A s p ira t io n s

The s tu d y  d id  not p ro v id e  re s u lts  w h ich  suppo rted  the hypo thes is  

th a t  the re  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between the sex o f  s tuden ts  

and th e ir  educational a sp ira t io n s .  The conc lus ion  d raw n  from 

the f in d in g  o f  th is  hypo thes is  is th a t  in Nyandarua  D is t r ic t ,  sex 

o f the s tuden ts  does not in f luence  th e ir  educationa l asp ira t io n s .

A possible exp lana tion  fo r  th is  obse rva tion  is th a t  since 1963, 

when the  c o u n try  a tta ined  her independence , the gove rnm en t has 

encouraged paren ts  to educate th e i r  g i r ls  u n l ik e  be fore  1963 when ^ 

boys were g iven  p r io r i t y  in education  by p a re n ts .  The gove rnm en t 

has since 1963, increased the num ber o f g i r l s  secondary schools, 

adopted the po licy  o f n o n -d is c r im in a t io n  on the basis o f  sex in  

the selection o f  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h ig h e r  lea rn ing  and in late 1960's 

and ea r ly  1970's g i r ls  paid less school fees in  secondary schools 

compared to boys. A l l these measures have encouraged g i r l s  to 

rega rd  themselves equal to  boys in  educationa l m atters  and hence 

have adopted sim ilar educationa l a s p ira t io n s .  C onsequen t ly ,  s tuden ts
h -

have been socialized in such a way tha t ,  t h e y  have no s e x -s te re o ty p e d
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ideas as fa r  as educationa l asp ira t io n s  are conce rned . The 

f in d in g  o f th is  s tu d y  conform s w ith  the re su lts  o f  s tud ies  done 

ea r l ie r  by Amadi (1975) and Blay (1973).

Sex and S tude n ts1 Occupationa l A sp ira t io n s

In our s tu d y ,  s tu d e n ts ' occupationa l asp ira t ions  were 

s ig n i f ic a n t ly  re la ted to  th e i r  sex. Male s tu d e n ts  showed h ig h e r  

occupational asp ira t ions  than  female s tu d e n ts .  Out o f  the  e ig h ty  

s ix  female s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y  on ly  tw e n ty  

seven (9.7%) o f them had h igh  occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .  However, 

o f  the one hun d red  and n in e ty  th re e  male s tu d e n ts  who p a r t ic ip a ted  

in the s tu d y ,  one h u n d re d  and s ix  (38.0%) had h igh  occupationa l 

asp ira t ions . The lower levels o f  occupationa l asp ira t ions  expressed 

by female s tuden ts  may be exp la ined  by  the fac t  th a t  occupations 

which re q u ire  u n iv e rs i t y  education  (such  as eng in e e r ,  a rc h i te c t ,  

u n iv e rs i ty  le c tu re r ,  law yer e tc )  have t ra d i t io n a l ly  been considered 

as "a man's jo b " .  These occupa tions  usua lly  re q u ire  long per iods  

o f  schooling and female s tu d e n ts  may be d iscouraged  from  jo in ing  

them because o f the time re q u ire d  fo r  s tu d y in g  them. Perhaps 

th ro u g h  socialization process female s tuden ts  have acqu ired  sex 

stereotyped ideas th a t  th e re  are jobs th a t  are su itab le  fo r  th e i r  

sex. On the basis o f  the f in d in g s  o f  th is  s tu d y ,  i t  was concluded 

th a t  s tuden ts ' sex in f luences  th e i r  occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .

Mothers' Education and Educationa l and Occupational A s p ira t io n s  

o f  S tudents

Ana lys is  o f  the  data from  the s tu d y  revealed th a t  th e re  was 

no s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n sh ip  between mothers ' educationa l level and 

s tuden ts ' educational and occupa tiona l a s p ira t io n s .  T h is  f in d in g  

was a t t r ib u te d  to the  fac t  th a t  most o f  the mothers o f  s tu d e n ts  

who pa r t ic ip a ted  in 'the  s tudy  had v e r y  low educationa l leve ls .
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A b ou t 85.3% o f  all the  s tuden ts  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in the s tu d y  

had m others ' whose educational level was p r im a ry  education o r  

less. S tude n ts  whose mothers had h igh  educational level were 

v e ry  few to  have any in f luence  on the  whole sample. On the 

basis o f  these f in d in g s . i t  was th e re fo re  concluded tha t  m others ' 

education is not re la ted  to secondary school s tuden ts  educationa l 

and occupationa l a sp ira t ions .

Age and S tude n ts ' Educational and Occupational / ^ p i ra t io n s

Data from  the  s tu d y  revealed th a t  s tuden ts  age had a s ig n i f ic a n t  

re la t io nsh ip  to t h e i r  educational asp ira t ions  b u t  n o n -s ig n i f ic a n t  

re la t io n sh ip  to t h e i r  occupational a sp ira t ions .  The lack o f  

s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between s tuden ts ' age and occupationa l 

asp ira t ions  was a t t r ib u te d  to th e ir  lack o f  knowledge o f  ca reers  

th a t  are ava ilab le  a f te r  completing form fo u r  and h ighe r  levels 

o f  educa tion . A t  form two level o f  educa tion , s tuden ts ' have 

a lim ited know ledge o f  job requ irem en ts  and a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  employment 

o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  P robab ly  these s tuden ts  had no t been socia lized enougl 

as fa r  as jobs are concerned as ind ica ted  by Tab le  9, since th e y  

th o u g h t  th e y  were academically able and tha t th e y  were capable o f  

g e t t in g  jo bs .  On the basis o f  these f in d in g s  i t  was conc luded th a t  

the re  were s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t ionsh ips  between s tuden ts ' age and 

educationa l a sp ira t ions  b u t  n o n -s ig n i f ic a n t  re la t io nsh ip  w i th  occupationa 

asp ira t io n s .

RECOMMENDATION * I.

The fo llow ing  recommendations were proposed or\ the  basis 

o f  the re s u lts  o f  th is  s tu d y :

I. P roper Guidance and Counselling serv ices should be o f fe re d

to s tu d e n ts  in secondary} schools from  as e a r ly  as when th e y
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e n te r  form one. Such a se rv ice  w il l  help s tuden ts  in a d ju s t in g  

th e i r  asp ira tions  to the realities so th a t  they  do no t ge t 

f ru s t ra te d  when th e ir  a sp ira t ions  are not ach ieved.

2. Female s tuden ts  in secondary  schools, shou ld be in form ed

o f the  k ind  o f  jobs th a t  e x is t  in  the labour m arke t and those 

th a t  they are e l ig ib le  to jo in .  They  should be encouraged 

to jo in  careers such as e n g in e e r in g ,  medicine, and law, 

wh ich  are t ra d i t io n a l ly  cons idered  as a "man's jo b " .  They  

shou ld  be made to un d e rs ta n d  th a t  i f  th e y  q u a l i fy  to jo in  

in s t i tu t io n s  th a t  o f fe r  courses leading to occupations in these 

areas, they  w ill not be d isc r im ina ted  by o u r  education system 

on the  basis o f th e ir  sex.

3. Teachers and Career Masters shou ld  keep p ro g re ss ive  reco rds  

o f  the  academic achievement o f  s tuden ts  und e r th e i r  ca re .

Such in form ation w ill ass is t them in g u id in g  and a d v is in g

the s tuden ts  on the career choices availab le  to them . I t  

w i l l also help the s tu d e n ts  make ra tiona l decis ions on the 

level o f education th a t  they  can achieve and careers th a t  

th e y  can jo in  a f te r  formal educa tion .

Recommendations fo r  f u r t h e r  research  1

1. T h is  s tu d y  was lim ited in  scope to on ly  one d i s t r i c t .  I t  is 

recommended th a t  a s im ila r s tu d y  should be conducted at 

i n t e r - d is t r i c t ,  p ro v in c ia l  o r national leve l.  Th is  w il l  ensu re  

a la rge  sample and a b roade r scope. Such a s tu d y  w ill also 

shed l ig h t  on the problems experienced  by  secondary school 

s tuden ts  when th e ir  a sp ira t ions  are being fo rm ed.

2. S tud ies  should be conducted  to  examine o the r  fa c to rs  such 

as peer in f luence , pa ren ta l income, pa ren ts ' in te re s t  in



116

s tuden ts ' schoo ling , wh ich  may in f luence  educatioal and 

occupationa l asp ira t ions  o f  secondary school s tuden ts .

3. In the  v iew th a t  the educational level o f  s tuden ts  in f luence  

the educationa l and occupationa l a sp ira t ions  o f  secondary 

school s tu d e n ts  as has been found by o th e r  s tud ies (see 

Somerset, 1970; K in g ,  1968; and K a r iu k i  1976 ;) ,  a fo llow ­

up s tu d y  shou ld  be conducted when the p resen t form two 

s tuden ts  are about to complete form fo u r .  Th is  should be 

done in o rd e r  to f in d  o u t  w he the r t h e i r  asp ira t ions  w ill 

change or w he the r  they  w ill be more re a lis t ic  as they  become 

o lder in  age.

4. A fo l lo w -u p  s tu d y  should be conducted to estab lish  the career 

which s tu d e n ts  who p a r t ic ip a ted  in the s tu d y  will jo in in 

re la t ion  to  th e i r  secondary school occupationa l asp ira t ions .

5. More research should be done to in ve s t ig a te  how asp ira t ions  

are formed and how s tuden ts  can be helped in the form ation 

o f th e ir  a s p ira t io n s .  Both p a re n ts ,  s tu d e n ts  and teachers 

should be in te rv ie w e d .

6. National exam ination re s u lts  should be used to estab lish  

w he the r s tu d e n ts ' academic perform ance instead o f s tuden ts ' 

pe rce ived academic a b i l i t y  in f luence  th e i r  educationa l and 

occupationa l a s p ira t io n s .



117

BIBLIO GRAPHY

A n de rson , J .  The S t ru g g le  fo r  the Schoo l. Na irob i:
Longmans, 1970.

A n de rson , J .E .  "P r im a ry  Schoo l- leavers  in P rogress ive Rura l 
Areas o f  K e nya " ,  Teachers  E d uca t ion ; V I I I  3. 1968, pp  201 -  
214 .

Amadi, N .J .O .  "A n  In v e s t ig a t io n  o f  the  Relationship Between 
Educational Programmes and Occupational A sp ira t ions  and 
O p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  Secondary School S tuden ts  in ( fo rm er)
O w err i P rov ince (N ine  D iv is io n s ) ,  East Centra l State 
N ig e r ia " .  (U npu b lished  Doctoral D isserta t ion , Ru tgers  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  New Je rs e y ,  1975).

Ametewee, V .  K. "Fam ily  B a ckg ro und  and Pupils ' Perception 
C orre la tes  o f Educational and Occupational A sp ira t ions  o f  
a C roup  o f  Chanian E lem entary Schools P u p ils " .  U npub lished  
Doctoral D is s e r ta t io n ,  Wayne State U n iv e rs i t y ,  D e tro it ,  
M ich igan , 1979.

Bailey K . D. Methods o f  Social R esearch . New Y o rk :  Free
Press, 1978.

Best, J . W. Research in E d u c a t io n ; Englewood C l i f fs ,  New 
Je rsey : N. J . P ren t ice  H a ll ,  Inc , 1970.

B laug , M. Education and T he  Employment Problem in 
Develop ing C o u n tr ie s .  Geneva: In te rna t iona l Labour
O ff ice ,  1974.

B la y ,  S. K . "E d u ca t io n a l,  O ccupational Preferences and 
Expecta tions o f  S tuden ts  and Manpower Requirements in 
G hana". U npub lished  Doctora l T he s is ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f 
W iscousin, Madson, 1973.

Broom, L. & S e lzn ick , P. S oc io logy . A T e x t  w ith  Adapted 
Readings. F o u r th  e d i t io n .  New Y o rk :  Harper and Row,
1955.

C ra w fo rd ,  H. B. "E duca tiona l and Occupational A sp ira t ions  and 
Expecta tions o f  Galveston H igh School S tu d e n t" .  U npub lished  
Doctoral D isse r ta t io n ,  New Mexico State U n iv e rs i ty .  1975. in 
D isse r ta t ion  A b s t ra c t  In te rna t iona l X X X V I,  November, 1975, 
2526A.

Cameron, J .  The Development o f  Education in East A f r ic a . .
New Y o rk ;  Columbia U n iv e rs i ty  Teachers College Press,
1970.

C entra l Bureau o f  S ta t is t ic s ,  S ta t is t ica l A b s t ra c t . M in is t ry  o f 
Economic P lann ing and Development, Na irob i:  Government
P r in te r ,  1980.



-  Yifl -

C entra l Bu reau  o f S ta t is t ic s ,  Economic S u rv e y . M in is t ry  o f  
Economic P lann ing and Development, Na irob i:  G overnm ent
P r in te r ,  1984.

Cooley, C. H. Human na tu re  and social o r d e r . New Y o rk :  
Schocken Books, 1964.

t

Elkan, W. .“ Out o f  School Education and T ra in in g  fo r  P r im a ry  
School Leavers in Rura l Kenya11. ILO , EmploymentHn 
A f r ic a ,  Some C r i t ic a l Issues . Geneva: In te rna tiona l Labou r
O rg a n iza t io n ,  1973.

Esh iwani, C . S. A S tu d y  o f  Women's Access to H ighe r Education  
in  Kenya w ith  a Special Reference to Mathematics and~Science 
EducatioT?11 N a irob i:  1985.

Foste r, P. J .  Education and Social Change in G hana. T he  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f Chicago Rress, 1965.

C a k u ru ,  O. N. Employment Creation in the  L igh t o f  the New 
Report o f  the National Committee on Education , O b jec t ives  
and Polic ies. (W ork ing  Paper Number 349), U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
N a iro b i :  In s t i tu te  fo r  Development S tud ies , 1979.

Chai, D. 6 G o d fre y ,  M. (eds) Essays on Employment in K e n y a , 
N a irob i:  Kenya L i te ra tu re  Bureau, 1979.

Coslin , D. A .  (e d ) .  Handbook o f Socia lization, T he o ry  and 
R esearch , Chicago: Rand Me Nally 6 C o .,  196*2.

Hanson, J .  E. " Is  the  School The Enemy o f  Farm" Development 
o f  Economics 1980. (A f r ic a n  Rural Economy Paper Number 
2?) M ichigan State U n iv e rs i ty .

Helen W ein re lch , 'Sex -  Role Socia lization ' in Jane C h e tw ynd  and 
and Oonogh H a rtne t t  ( e d . ) . ,  The Sex Role s y s te m, (L ond on : 
Rontledge and Kegan Raul, 19781 

In te rna t iona l Labour O ffice. Employment, Incomes and In e q u a l i ty ^  
A  s t ra te g y  fo r  In c re a sing P rodu c t ive Employment in K enya . 
Geneva: In te rna t iona l L.abour O ff ice ,  1972.

in m m i  P To Evaluate The E ffec tiveness  o f the Locational A d u lt  
Education  Committee in Kiambu D is t r ic t  from I980 to I984 
U n pub l ished  S tu d y ,  I985.

K a r iu k i P. W. "Raren ta l In fluences Upon S tudents  Educational 
and Occupational A s p ira t io n s " .  U npub lished M aster's T h e s is ,  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f Nairobi"; 1976.

K e r l in a e r  F. N. Founda t ions o f  Behavioura l Research (2nd  e d .)  
New Y o rk :  Holt R h ineha rt  and W inston, I n c . ,  1973.

K ing  K. "Jobless in  Kenya: - A S tudy  o f  Educated
' U nem ployed", Kenya tta  U n iv e rs i ty :  Bureau o f  Educationa l

Research, 1976 . ' /

K inyan iu i P .K .  "O p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  School Leavers Outs ide 
the  Major Towns o f  K enya",  D iscussion Paper Number 188, 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N a iro b i:  In s t i tu te  fo r  Development S tu d ie s ,
1974.



K rauss ,  I .  "Source o f  Educational A sp ira t io n s  Among W ork ing  
Class Youth '! ASR December, 1963, 867-879.

K° n  -D ’ Education and Employment Perspective  o f  Kenva 
P r im ary  Pupils'^ in Education Employment and Rura l 
^ e y d o p m e n t . (e d )7  James R. S he tt ied , Na irob i:  East
A f r ic a n  Pub lish ing  House, 1964, 390 -  412.

‘ Kunza, Shin "A  S tudy  o f the  Determ inants  o f  H ia h e r l
Educational A sp ira t ions  o f  Korean Women. U npub lished  
Doctoral D isse rta t ion , U n iv e rs i ty  o f  P i t ts b u rg ,  1982.

M axwell,  R. "Occupational Inc lina t ions  and A t t i tu d e s  T ow ard  
Kenyan Secondary Schools", East A f r ic a n  Journa l fo r  R u ra l 
Development ( I I ) . 1969, 60 -  75.

Mead, C. J i .  M ind, Se lf and Society f r o m the S tandpo in t o f  a 
Social B e h a v io u r is t . U n iv e rs i ty  o f  C h ic a g o ~ P re s s .T h Ic a a o :
1934. a

M b ith i ,  P. "Y ou th  Employment Problem s. (C ommonwealth 
You th  Programme Occassional Papers Employment Series 
N o .2 ) .  London: Commonwealth S e c re ta r ia t ,  1975.

. '  '  ’ v-

Moser, C .A .  S u rvey  Methods in  Social In v e s t igation London, 

Heinemann, 1958.

M u ll iga n ,  R. "Socio-economic B ackground  and College E n ro lm en t" ,  
American Sociological Review ( A p r i l ,  1957), 788 -  796.

Mussen, P. H . f Conger, J . ,  Kagan, J . & Huston A .
C h ild  Development and P e rson a li ty . 3 rd  ed it ion ,  New Y o rk :  
H a rpe r 6 F’ ow, 1969.

Nam, C. (3. I  Cowhig, J . D. Factors Related to C o llege A ttendance  
o f  Farm and Non-Farm High School G ra d uates. W ashington 
D. C . ,  1960.

Nie, H. Norman, et a l. S ta t is t ica l Package Tor the  Social,
Sciences. New Y o rk :  MacCrow Hill Book 'O pm pany ,< j976.

N u k u n y a ,  C .K .  K insh ip  and M arriage Among the_An!o_hwe 
London:. JThe A th lone  Press, I969.

N yandarua  D is t r ic t  Development Committee, .Nyanda rua D is t r ic t  
Development Plan 1984 -  8 8 . ,  N a irob i:  M in is t ry  o? Finance 
and M in is t r y  of P lanning and Development, 1984.

N yandarua  D is t r ic t  Development Plan 1989 -  1993. N a irob i;
M in is t r y  o f  P lanning and National Development, 1988. •

N z ioka, C . B . K .  "The  Youth  Unemployment Problem in K e n y a " ,  
Paper Read at a Workshop on Social Problems in  Eastern 
A f r ic a ,  A ru s h a ,  Tanzania from  10th -  14th A u g u s t ,  1987.

O dum be, C .O . "Post Secondary School C aree r and T ra in in g
Decis ions in  Kenya".  Unpublished M aste rs ' T he s is ,  U n iv e rs i ty  
o f  N a iro b i ,  1982.



1 2 0  -

O uko , R. "Y es te rday  in  Parl iam ent" Da ily  Nation Na irob i: Nation 
Newspaper L im ited, 1986.

Pe il,  M. "Education As An  In f luence  on A sp ira t io n s  And
Expecta tions". U n iv e rs i t y  fo  Sussex: Conference on U rban
Unemployment in A f r ic a  (P am p), 1971.

P o r te r ,  J. R. "P re d ic t in g  Vocationa l Plans fo r  High School 
Senior B o ys " ,  P e rsona li ty  and  Guidance Journa l X X X I I I , 
(December 1954T 215 -  218. ~  '

Powers, B. C . "T he  R e la t io n s h ip  o f Occupational A s p ira t io n s  
and Expectations o f  S e lec ted  Personal, Family, C om m un ity  
and School Related F a c to r s " .  D isse rta t ion  A b s t r acts 
In te rna tiona l,  X X X V ,  (4 ) (O c tobe r  1974), 2137"- A .

P re w it t ,  K . " In t r o d u c t io n  to  Research Methodology: East
A fr ican A p p l ic a t io n s "  (Occassiona l Paper No. 10) U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  Nairobi: I n s t i tu te  fo r  Development Stud ies, 1974.

Republic o f Kenya. D eve lopm ent Plan 1970 -  1974, N a iro b i:  
Government P r in te r ,  1970.

Republic o f Kenya. D eve lopm ent Plan 1974 -  1978, N a iro b i :  
Government P r in te r ,  1974.

Republic o f Kenya. D eve lopm ent Plan 1979 - 1983, N a iro b i :  
Government P r in te r ,  1979.

Republic o f  Kenya.- D eve lopm ent Plan 1 984 - 1988, N a iro b i :  
Government P r in te r ,  1984.

Republic o f  Kenya. M in i s t r y  o f  Education  Annual R eport .
Nairobi: Government P r in te r ,  1 964 .

Republic o f Kenya. M in i s t r y  o f  Educa tion  Annual Re p o r t .
Nairobi: G overnm ent P r in te r ,  1972 .

Republic o f Kenya.- M in i s t r y  o f  E d u ca t ion  Annual R e p o r t .
Nairobi: G overnm ent P r in te r ,  1984. ~~

\

Republic fo Kenya .R e p o r t  o f  t he National Committee on
Educational O b jec t ives  and P o lic ies , N a irob i:  G ove rnm e n t
W in te r ,  19761 (G a ch a th i R e p o r t )

Republic o f Kenya. R e p o r t  on P re s id e n t ia l Committee on 
Unemployment. N a i r o b i :  G overnm ent P r in te r ,  1983.
(Wanjigi R e p o r t) .

R ichards, A .  L . "T h e  C a re e r  A s p ira t io n s  o f Secondary School 
Students in  Jamaica in  R e la t io n  to Education Programmes and 
Manpower Needs", U n p u b l is h e d  Doctora l D isse r ta t io n ,
Rutgers U n iv e rs i t y :  T he  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  o f New J e r s e y ,
1974.

; . * /

Sewell, H 6 Shah V .  P .  " P a re n ts ’ Education  and C h i ld re n s '  
Educational A s p ira t io n s  and  A ch ieve m en ts " .  Am erican 
Sociological Review X X X I I I  ( 2 ) ,  1968.



1 2 1

Sewell, W. H, H a lle r,  A . ^ O .  & S t ra u s s ,  M .A .  "Social S ta tu s  
and Educational and  O ccupa t iona l A s p ira t io n s "  Am erican 
Sociological Review X X I I  ( I ) ,  (Feb 1957). 67 -  7*

Somerset, H .C .A .  "F d u c a t io n a l A s p ira t io n s  o f Fourth  Form
Pupils in  K enya",  (D is c u s s io n  Paper Number 117). U n iv e rs i t y  
o f N a irob i:  I n s t i t u te fo r  Deve lopm ent S tudies, 1970.

S tubb ins , J . "The  R e la t ionsh ip  Between Level o f Vocational 
A sp ira t ions  and C erta in  Personal D a ta " .  Genetic Psychology 
Monograph 91 , 1950 pp , 327 -  408.

T hu o , D. M. "A  Comparative S tu d y  fo  the  Relationship between 
a tt i tu des  towards Mathematics and Mathematical A tta inm ent 
in Mixed and Single Sex Secondary  Schools in Kiambu,
Kenya". Unpub lished  M asters  T h e s is ,  U n ive rs ity  o f 
N a irob i:  1983.

Wallis, W. A .  6 R obe rts ,  V .  H. The N a tu re  o f S ta t is t ics ,
New Y o rk :  The Free P ress , 1956.

Weekly Review: F e b ru a ry ,  7 issue: Stellascope Ltd ,
Nairobi: 1986.

Weinreich, H. "Sex-R o le  Soc ia l iza t ion" in  Jan Chetwynd and 
Oonogh H a rtne lt  (e d ) .  The Sex Role System, London: 
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1978.

Yambo.M. "Techn ica l T ra in in g  and W ork Experience in Kenya 
Final Report on the  T ra c e r  S tu d y  o f  the  leave rs  o f Llarambee 
In s t i tu te  of Techno logy and Y ou th  F’o ly techn ics , 1986/



- .1 2 2  -

APPENDIX 1

Q UESTIONNAIRE FOR THE PILOT STUDY

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS' QUESTIONNAIRE 

DIRECTIONS

Please pu t a c irc le  a round  the a p p ro p r ia te  number o r  f i l l  

in the  b lank space p ro v id e d  as honestly  and accu ra te ly  as possible 

abou t yo u rs e l f .

e .g .  A re you a boa rde r  o r a day scholar?

(1) Boarde r (2) Day scholar

C irc le  (1) i f  you are  a boa rd e r.

1. What is yo u r  sex?

(1) Male (2) Female

2. What is you r  age in  years? Ac tua l age ______________________

(1) Less than 15 yea rs .

(2) Between 15 and 17 y e a rs .

(3) Between 17 and 19 y e a rs .

(4) Between 19 and 21 y e a rs .

(5) Over 21 yea rs .

3. What is yo u r  fa th e r 's  h ig h e s t  education tha t he atta ined?

(1) None

(2) Lower P r im ary  (S ta n d a rd  1 - 4)

(3) Upper P r im ary  (S ta n d a rd  5 - 8)

(4) Secondary School ( 0  -  level)

(5) Secondary School (A  -  level)

(6) U n iv e rs i ty

(7) O ther (s p e c ify )

5 (a ) What is you r  fa th e r 's  occupa tion  ( I f  you r  fa th e r  is 

dead, g ive  your g u a rd ia n 's  job)
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(b )  Did y o u r  fa th e r /g u a rd ia n  have any k in d  o f  educa tion / 

o r  t ra in in g  (e .g .  in a T rade  School, Secre ta r ia l School, 

Teacher T ra in in g  e t c . )

(1) Yes (2) No

I f  yes exp la in  b r ie f ly

6(a) What is y o u r  m other's  occupation? ( I f  y o u r  m other is 

dead, g iv e  yo u r  g u a rd ian 's  job)

(b )  Did y o u r  m o th e r /g u a rd ia n  have any o th e r  k in d  o f

e d u c a t io n /o r  t ra in in g  fe.g. in a N u rs in g  School, Teacher 

T r a in in g ,  Secre tar ia l School e tc . )

(1) Yes (2) No

I f  yes exp la in  b r ie f ly

7. How many wives does y o u r  fa th e r  have?

(1) One (2) Two (3 )

(4) Four (5) Five or more

(6) O the r (sp e c ify )

8(a) How many c h i ld re n  does y o u r  mother have in c lu d in g  you? 

(W rite  in num bers)

(1) Number o f  boys _______________________________________

(2) Number o f  g i r ls  _______________________________________

(b )  What o rd e r  o f  b i r t h  are you among y o u r  m other's  ch i ld ren?  

( In d ic a te  w he the r 1st b o rn /2 n d  bo rn  e tc ) .
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9. How many c h i ld re n  does y o u r  fa th e r  have?

(W rite  in num bers) leave b lank  i f  y o u r  fa the r  has one 

w ife .

(1) Number o f  boys ___________________________________ _

(2) Number o f  g i r l s  _____________________________________

10. Where do you live when the school is closed?

( i . e .  d u r in g  school ho l idays)

(1) Na irob i c i ty

(2) W ith in  a m u n ic ip a l i ty

(3) W ith in  an u rb a n  council

(4) In ru ra l  areas

(5) O the rs  (s p e c ify )  ____________________________________

11. What is the name o f  y o u r  school?

12. Is y o u r  school a s ing le  sex o r  mixed school?

(1) Boys school

(2) G ir ls  school

(3) M ixed school

13. Do you hope to con t in ue  y o u r  fu l l - t im e  education a f te r  

you have completed yo u r  secondary  school course?

(1) Yes

(2) No.

14. What is the  h ighes t academic level o f  education would you 

l ike  to atta in?

(1) To complete secondary school
/

(2) To jo in  pos t-seconda ry  pro fess iona l t ra in in g  (e .g  

teache r,  t r a in in g ,  nu rse  t r a in in g ,  po ly techn ic  e tc ) .

(3) U n iv e rs i ty .



Looking re a l is t ic a l ly  at y o u r  fu tu re ,  how would you 

regard  yo u r  chances o f  c on t in u in g  yo u r  education a f te r  

secondary school?

(1) Will be c e r ta in  to con tinue  my education.

(2) Have a good chance o f c o n t in u in g  my educa tion .

(3) Will not re a l ly  be l ike ly  to continue my educa tion .

(4) Will c e r ta in ly  not be able to continue my educa tion .

(5) O the r ( s p e c i fy )  _________________________________________

I f  you were free  to choose any job tha t you w ished , what 

k ind  o f  job would  you l ike  to have more than the o ther? 

Exp la in  the job fu l l y  and spec if ica l ly  ind ica te  the occupa tion .

The fo llow ing ideas are reasons people have fo r  choosing 

an occupa tion . Please read the whole l is t  and mark the 

most im po rtan t reasons fo r  choosing a p a r t ic u la r  occupa tion . 

In o th e r  w ords  you shou ld  rank  these reasons acco rd ing  

to th e ir  o rd e r  o f  im portance.

(MARK EACH ITEM. USE NUMBERS 1 TO 5)

(1) To earn  p le n ty  o f  money and be able to buy  the

th in g s  I would l ike  to have ___________________________

(2) To work in some way that my country needs help __________

(3) To have p re s t ig e  and honour as an im po rtan t man

or boss ________________________________________

(4) To do w o rk  th a t  makes me happy __________________

(5) To earn enough money, to l ive on and have time

fo r  my own in te re s ts ____________________________________ _
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18. When you complete schoo l, would you like to  do the  same 

k ind  o f  w o rk  as y o u r  fa th e r  a n d /o r  mother?

(CHECK ONE ANSWER FOR YOUR FEELINGS ABOUT YOUR 

FATHER'S WORK AND ONE ANSWER FOR YOUR FEELINGS 

ABOUT YOUR MOTHER'S WORK)

(a) Father (1) Yes (2) No

My reasons fo r  say ing  th is  a re : (W rite  in reason

o r  reasons)_____________

(b ) Mother (1) Yes (2) No

My reasons fo r  say ing  th is  are (Write in reason 

o r  reasons) _________

19. How would you ra te  y o u rs e l f  in terms o f y o u r  academic 

ab il i ty?

(1) Above A ve rage

(2) Average
(3) Below A ve rage

20. In wh ich  pos it ion  were you d u r in g  the last te rm ina l 

examination in y o u r  class?

(1) F i rs t  Q u a r te r

(2) Second Q u a r te r

(3) T h i rd  Q u a r te r  ,

(4) F ou rth  Q u a r te r

TH ANK YOU FOR P A R T IC IP A T IN G  IN THE STUDY
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APPENDIX 2

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE MAIN STUDY

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS' QUESTIONNAIRE 

DIRECTIONS

Please p u t  a c irc le  a round  the app ro p r ia te  number o r  f i l l  

in the b lank  space p ro v id e d  as honestly  and accu ra te ly  as 

possible about y o u rs e l f .

e .g .  A re  you a boa rde r  o r  a day scholar?

(1) B oarde r (2) Day scho lar

C irc le  (1) i f  you are a boa rde r.

1. What is yo u r  sex?

(1) Male (2) Female

2 .

3.

What is y o u r  age in years? Actua l age ____________________

(1) Less than 15 yea rs .

(2) Between 15 and 17 years .

(3) Between 17 and 19 years .

(4) Between 19 and 21 years .

(5) O ver 21 y e a rs .

What is y o u r  fa th e r 's  h ig h e s t  education tha t he atta ined?

(1) None

(2) Lower P r im a ry  (S tanda rd  1 -  4)

(3) Upper P r im a ry  (S tanda rd  5 - 8 )

(4) Secondary School (O -  level)

(5) Secondary School (A  -  level)

(6) U n iv e rs i ty

(7) O the r ( s p e c i fy )  _______ _____________________________

5(a) What is y o u r  fa th e r 's  occupation. ( I f  y o u r  fa th e r  is 

dead, g ive  y o u r  g u a rd ia n 's  job)
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(b )  Did y o u r  fa th e r /g u a rd ia n  have any k ind  o f  educa tion /  

o r t ra in in g  £ . g .  in a T rade  School, Secre tar ia l School, 

Teacher T ra in in g  etc .)

(1) Yes (2) No

I f  yes exp la in  b r ie f ly

6(a) What is yo u r  m other's  occupation? ( I f  y o u r  mother is 

dead, g ive  y o u r  g u a rd ia n 's  job)

(b )  Did y o u r  m o th e r /g u a rd ia n  have any o the r k in d  o f

e d u ca t io n /o r  t ra in in g  (e .g . in a N u rs ing  School, Teacher 

T ra in in g ,  Secre ta r ia l School e tc .)

(1) Yes (2) No

I f  yes exp la in  b r ie f ly

7. How many w ives does y o u r  fa th e r  have?

(1) One (2) T wo (3) Th ree

(4) Four (5) Five or more

(6) O ther (s p e c ify )

8(a) How many c h i ld re n  does yo u r  mother have in c lu d in g  you? 

(W rite  in num bers)

(1) Number o f  boys ______________ ________________________

(2) Number o f  g i r ls  _____________ _________________________

(b )  What o rd e r  o f  b i r t h  are you among yo u r  m other's  ch i ld ren?

( In d ic a te  w h e th e r  1st b o rn /2 n d  born  e tc ) .
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9. How many c h i ld re n  does y o u r  fa th e r  have?

(W rite  in num bers) leave b lank  i f  y o u r  fa the r has one 

w ife .

(1) Number o f  boys _____________________________________

(2) Number o f  g i r ls  _____________________________________

10. Where do you l ive  when the  school is closed?

( i . e .  d u r in g  school ho l idays )

(1) Nairobi c i t y

(2) W ith in a m u n ic ip a l i ty

(3) W ith in an u rban  counc il

(4) In ru ra l  areas

(5) O the rs  (s p e c ify )  ___________________________________

11. What is the name o f  y o u r  school?

12. Is y o u r  school a s ing le  sex or mixed school?

(1) Boys school

(2) G ir ls  school

(3) Mixed school

13. Do you hope to con t inue  y o u r  fu l l - t im e  education a f te r  

you have completed y o u r  secondary school course?

(1) Yes

(2) No.

14. What is the h ighes t  academic level o f  education would you 

like to -  atta in?

(1) Complete form fo u r

(2) U n iv e rs i ty
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15. Looking re a l is t ic a l ly  at y o u r  fu tu re ,  how would you 

rega rd  yo u r  chances o f  c o n t in u in g  y o u r  education  a f te r  

secondary school?

(1) Will be c e r ta in  to con tinue  my educa tion .

(2) Have a good chance o f  co n t in u in g  my educa tion .

(3) Will not rea l ly  be l ik e ly  to con t inue  my educa tion .

(4) Will c e r ta in ly  not be able to con t inue  my educa tion .

(5) O the r (s p e c ify )  __________________________________________

16. I f  you were free  to choose any job th a t  you w ished , what 

k ind  o f  job would you like to have more than the  o ther? 

Exp la in  the job fu l l y  and spec if ica l ly  ind ica te  the occupa tion .

17. The fo llow ing ideas are reasons people have fo r  choosing 

an occupation . Please read the whole l is t  and mark the 

most im portan t reasons fo r  choosing a p a r t ic u la r  occupation . 

In o the r  words you should ra n k  these reasons accord ing  

to th e ir  o rde r  o f  im portance.

(MARK EACH ITEM. USE NUMBERS 1 TO 5)

(1) To earn p le n ty  o f  money and be able to  buy  the

th in g s  I would l ike  to have ___________________________ .

(2) To w o rk  In order to deve lop my c o u n t r y . _____________

(3) To have p re s t ig e  and honour as an im po rtan t man

o r boss ___________ ___________________

(4) To do w o rk  th a t  makes me happy __________________

(5) To earn enough money, to l ive  on and have time

fo r  my own in te re s ts__________  _____  ________
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When you complete school, would you l ike  to do the  same 

k in d  o f  w o rk  as y o u r  fa th e r  a n d /o r  mother?

(CHECK ONE ANSWER FOR YOUR FEELINGS ABOUT YOUR 

FATHER'S WORK AND ONE ANSWER FOR YOUR FEELINGS 

AB O U T YOUR MOTHER'S WORK)

(a) Father (1) Yes (2) No

My reasons fo r  say ing th is  a re : (Write in reason 

or reasons)________  ________________

(b )  Mother (1) Yes (2) No

My reasons fo r  say ing th is  are (W rite  in reason 

o r  reasons) _____

How would you rate y o u rs e l f  in terms o f  y o u r  academic 

a b i l i ty ?

(1) Above Average

(2) A ve rage

(3) Below Average

In wh ich  pos it ion  were you d u r in g  the last term ina l 

exam ination in y o u r  class?

(1) F i rs t  Q u a r te r

(2) Second Q ua r te r

(3) T h i rd  Q ua rte r /

(4) F ou rth  Q u a r te r

TH AN K YOU FOR PA R TIC IP A T IN G  IN THE STUDY


