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Abstract: 

The current electoral system in Kenya was adopted at the Lancaster House Conference in 1962 

during the negotiations for Kenya's independence. Numerous laws and regulations that have their 

origins in the current constitution govern the entire electoral process. Despite these the political 

and administrative environment often hinders the conduct of free and fair elections in the 

country, a fact that has serious negative implications for the development and attempts to 

institutionalise democracy in the country. There has been very weak support to the Electoral 

Commission by other key stakeholders such as political parties especially since the 

reintroduction of multiparty politics in 1992.There is an urgent need to re-examine the electoral 

laws and to empower the Electoral Commission of Kenya in order to improve the management 

of elections. The ongoing constitutional review provides a golden opportunity for this. 

 


