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ARSTRACT

This thesis attemplis to identify the wojor underlying
factors that make Kenya the largest recipient of Japanese
economic assislance in Sub Sabharan Africa. Based mainly on
current secondary literature and interviews conducted with open
ended questionnaires; this study identified RKenya as a major
trading partner of Japan in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Being preocenpied with ecconomic recovery and development
efforts in the post World War 11 period, Japanese policymakers
targeted countries svch as Kenyn, which were important as export
markets or raw material and energy import sources, as the major
recipients of their economic nssistanc,

Whereas in the short term this aid was meani to contribute
positively to the economic stability of Lhe recipients, ils

nltimate and overriding aim was to secure commercial benefits t

o}

the Japanese privale seclor. Henece, Lthe {irsl and major

determinant of Kenya’s position as the most prominent recipient
of Japanese aid in Sub -Saharan Africa i= the Fact thal Kenya is o
major export market of ‘“traditional’ Japanese producis in the

region,
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The second and more recent factor delermining Kenya's

position as the major recipient of dapancse aid in Sub -Saharan

Afriea is political in nature, In the ecarly 1985 when Cold War
tensions between the United States and {the Soviel Union and their
respective allies intensified in the Middie Faslt and Lhe HHorn of
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Africa, the United States demanded of hevr major allies,
especially Japan, to boost their economiec assistance to

strategically located Third World allies

Being a strong pro-Western as well as American military
ally, Kenya became a natural targel of such ‘slrategic’ aid from
Japan, especially from the early to late 19B0s.

As Cold War tensions easced in Lthe Tate 19R0Os, however,
Japanese aid to Kenya continued to increase, indicating that
while strategic mobtivations had deciined, the traditional
economic interests once again took an upperhand.

These B(\.iﬂ;{ our fTindings, {he study ends with {wo policy
implications for both Kenya and Japan. For Kenya, the study
suggests thalt instead of asking for more aid Lo redress the huge
trade imbalance she bhas with Japan, she should use her position
as a major export market for Japan in Sub Saharan Africa to
negotiate an economic package deal in which Jpan would open up
her market for Kenyan’s major agricullural and processed products.

For Japan, the study suggests that Japan should follow the
S lead in her foreign affairs more coultiownsly than before. With

the United States emphasizing politically sensitive 1ssues such

<

as democratic pluralism as Lhe crileria for theiyr aitd allocalion,
1
and also hinting that other donors might also follow their lead,
Japan should realise that bheing move vreoeliant on evogenons {faclors
for her survival than the United Stalea is such a1d policiens
could be detrimental to her hilateral velalions and cventuoally

-

her hard attained prosperity.
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