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B TRA T 

This work examines th' \\Otnt'n .m I 'l:nd~r roks in the fisheries sector amongst the 
fishing communi! of Busi,l listt i ·t. I h' study analyzed fishing as a human activity, 
which enables tht: fi hin' lllllllllnit of Busia district to ensure food security and 
enhanced lh l.:ltlwl)d . 1 h · uim < f the study was to look at the socio-cultural and 
structurul fal'll)J' ·. "hi ·h dcJ ri c women opportunities in controlling the sector. The 
results or thts study " rc t c u cd in enhancing a sustainable fishing activity for both 
men nnd \Hmt~:n 

l'he ·tudy population c mprised of adult women and men engaged directly or indirectly 
in tishing acti,·itie for food security and for sustaining their livelihoods. The probability 
und none-probabilit) ampling techniques were used in selecting (I 00) participants. The 
que ·timmaire · and ke) informants guide were used for data collection. This being a 
qualitatiYe tudy: the data was sorted out, interpreted and described in the context of the 
·tudy objective and study questions. 

The re earch findings suggest that towards sustainable livelihoods amongst the fishing 
community of Busia district the roles of man and woman would be necessary in the 
ector. The study found out that women's rights, privileges and opportunities in the 

fi herie sector are subordinated by the society. The traditional and cultural, social and 
religious nom1s and values coupled with political and economic factor contribute to the 
subordinations subjected to women's activities. These have prevented women from 
effectiYe participation equally with their men counterparts in sustainable utilization of the 
communal re ources. 

The tud) recommended that for effecti\e food security and su tainable li\elihoods; 
emancipation of women in the fi herie ector i primar . Thi require I oking into 
gender relation and po. ition to create equalitie in engaging ' omen in dt: elopment 
strategie and p I icy making. organization . in titutionaliz d red it and financial S) stems 
to be beneficial t) \\Omen and men initiative . 
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CHAPTER ONE 

TH B K .ROlJND OF THE STUDY 

1.0 Introdut.'tiou 

This <.:hapli:r inlwdu · · · the ·ubject matter; the gender roles in fisheries as a human 

activity and it· c ntribution to sustainable livelihood. It also addresses the statement of 

the prot km. re ·earch questions. research assumptions, scope and limitations, and the 

ju ·tilication of the tudy. 

1.1 Fisheries as a human activity 

The fisheries sector is an ancient human activity through which people got sustenance of 

their liYelihood. 1waniki (1998), describes fishing as a traditional activity, which 

inYolYed hunting and gathering of aquatic products for food. The author conceives the 

aquatic product to be those. \x.hich provide a food source with vi ible pr tein 

component. In line with this de cription, food ecurit) a the main traditional role of the 

fi. herie :ectoL humba (1991). note that fi hing activity atisfie a vital food need for 

billion o p opl w rld \\ide: therefore. he r ognizc fi hcric ·ect r a· cc nomically. 

i lly an l:Ulturally ignificant a a global dietary a pc t of ustl.!n n c ol lin:lih )()d. 

mit . . 

it. l hum n ti it. p t nti 11. I I 

tn I . 



fish population points to the fact that nature' balance is being altered in all areas of the 

world's oceanic eco-system in an irre' er iblt: manner (PAO 2000; Gupta 1999). Pauly et. 

al. (2001), therefore, affirm th kt..:) sp 'i s namely; Nile perch and tilapia in the 

complex and diH:rse web t)f m.uin and inland aquatic life arc under serious threat. 

lienee: several dt ·ad· ll n 1-fi hin 1 in th(.! major Jakes has resulted in the depletion of 

. Althogh this is a universal phenomenon it however, holds 

signiiictmct? to th ii. hing community of Busia district. This is a threat to sustainable 

food security and economic development for the state and livelihoods that depend 

entireh on the fi heries ector. 

Looking at the relationship between the depletion of fisheries resources and poverty 

indicators; a gender-sensitive approach to livelihood roles at the conununity level is 

rele' ant in seeking solutions. Women and men perform different tasks, which may have a 

direct or indirect effect on sustainable use of fisheries resources and food security 

(Gumpta. 1999). 

1 he depletion of natural re ourc e p cially the ec } tern urrounding Jish~.:rie 

nd dt: rea ing agricultural produ tivity hold an additional burden on gcndt..:r 

nd he lth (World B nk. 2.003a). Women are burden d a they . truggk to se~.:k their 

nd c mmun. 1 role in the hanging ~.:nvir nmt..:nt. 'J he. c impacts < re in ten. t..: 

n m 1 -h ·m I control O\ t..: r 

n tu u ti e rc ur 



1.2 Fisheries development, food security and sustainable livelihoods 

The Kenya 's fisheries department ontirmed that by 1997 about 798,000 people in Kenya 

were directly or indirectly suppl rt~d b th fi shing industry compared to 720,000 in 1995 

(OOK, 1999). 'l he dt.:p 'lrlll\ 'Ill lmth 'r illustrates that in 1995, 560,000 people were 

estimated t{l hll\'l' b1..· ·n ·m1l ) ·din l!nya'-; fishing industry. This accounted for 25% of 

ti1L' l:lHtnlry': t 1tul ·mpl ') mcnt in the informal sector and 14.5 % of the country's total 

emplo) mcnt. ( · K. 1995 

The ti ·herie ·ector nevertheless a significant source of both rural and urban 

lin~liho d for Kenyans as Myers (1997), looks at fish as an important and readily 

a\'ailable animal protein. This is visible among the fishing communities in Kenya. Geheb 

( 199 -) estimates that fish provides 19 % of the total animal protein consumed by African 

people. 1yer (1997) cite further that sea food contributes 50% of all the animal protein 

con umed by human beings around the world more than that which is upplied by beef 

and poult!") combined. 

'I he Kenya fi herie department ( 199") reported that per capita annual fi'>h consumption 

h in r a ~.:d fr m " kilograms in 19 0 to 7.- kilogram · t~n year later. 'I his i inline 

\\ ith Kt.:ny · ti hai~.: dt.:partm~.:nl policy objectives. whi h h Ids a goal of achieving 

per • pita 1i h n~umption throu h the production of IO\\ co t pnHein to) I 

K. 1 



The creation of employment is another Yenue through which fisheries sector provides a 

livelihood to the fishing communit) in Kenya . Thi. provision is in line with the Kenya 

fisheries policy objective, '' ht h h Ids n lOnl f generation of employment opportunities 

and income from lishcri~.:s ·tor throu'h processing and trading (GOK, 1995). This 

policy objeetiv · i · t ·hi.,. · 111m u •h formal and informal engagement in fisheries related 

m:tivitil·s . Th~.: s~.: ·t lt further enhances the living conditions of the fishing community in 

1\..~nyn and th~ir fumilie, by maximizing their economic benefits. FAO estimated that 

a~.:ros, the globe: the livelihood of 100-200 million people, 95% of them live in 

developing countries where they directly or indirectly depends on fisheries sector 

(Kon tapel and oort. 199 5). 

1.3 The problem statement 

The roles of women in natural resource management where fisheries sector is categorized 

ha been acknO\\ledged but valued lower than those of men. The unequal alue is 

occa ioned by lack of sufficient documentation and gender disaggregated data on the 

gender based role in the fi herie ector. Jkiara, ( 1999) notes that in the national tati tics 

the producer n. pe t are dominant: hen e the re earchcr ' attenti n focu e · on male 

pr ducth ~.:: roh.: th. n th~.: female pro e ing and marketing a pect ·. 

in th 

ullu I and tructur, l me hani. m ha' e further influenced th~.: gender difkrcntial 

pr< u ti 

ph n rn n n m 

kn 1 ~ultur, H; ·m tnH:tur. II; llHII1d 

r. \\hi h h limit~.: I '' m ·n p nti 

m n n rr p 11 m tr •in th m th n m h: 



counterparts; an idea, which influences the _ u tainnbility of the livelihoods (Lwenya and 

Abila, 2000). 

Jkiara, (1999) dcmonstrah: th \1 thns ·n 'a' d in fisheries sector are poorly educated as 

only H0 o of' lishl.'t h ,,. · ·lu uic n; ' hile (>5% have not gone beyond basic education. 

Fducalitlll is a k ·y fu 'l\lr. "hich determines the role of women in the society. Women are 

nwnn: or th~ir di:ad\'untage · in educational spheres as their exposure to the outside world 

is limited. factor. '' hich stagnates women fisheries related development activities 

( 1edard. _ooo . 

1.-t The re earch que tion 

1) Are food security and sustenance of livelihoods evident in the fisheries sector? 

2) What are socio-cultural factors, v.hich affect gender differential access and 

control of resources in the fisheries sector? 

... ) What are the ·tructural factors. ''hich affect gender differential acces and control 

of re ource in the fi herie ector? 

-l) \\hat strategie can be empl y by women to sustain their r le-; 111 fisheries sector 

amid t. o io-cultural and structural constrain.'? 

1.5 I h~ · tud~ ohjc tin 

1.5.1 h gen ral oh"Htivc 

mnm 

1 hin mrnuniti 

r r in th n m I li clih 

l. 



1.5.2 The Specific Objectives 

1) To understand if fi herie se tor provid~.:s food ecurity and sustenance of 

livelihoods 

2) To study the so ·io- ·ultu1 II 'OJlStrains, which limit women's access to productive 

ltH.:Iots and , ·j ibl 1 uti ·i1 ati()Jl in fisheries sector 

l) I o ·tully ·tru tm.Jl c n trains. which affect women's access to productive 

rl: 'l)urces in tht.! ti heric sector 

4) To im·e ·tigate on the inter ention strategies, which could enable women to cope 

amid ·t the ocio-cultural and structural constrains 

1.6 The justification of the study 

The fi heries sector has been conceived as an ancient human activity, which plays a 

ignificant role amongst the fishing communities for sustainable livelihoods and a 

contribution to the national economic gro\\th. However, it remains lea t explored by the 

ocial- cienti t pecifically from a gender perspecti\e. 

'I hi ·tudy provide the ·e.· di aggregated information in the fi herie SI!Ct r. "' hich is thl! 

fir t h.:p toward d~o:\ doping gender n.:spon iYc pohcies and pr gram in the -;ector. 

A rdin to m trong "). informati n. "hich provide data on ''omen • nd men· 

to n: our~.:~.: and parti ipation in de i i n mukin • contrihut~.:. t) 

of thi tlld) "ill th r hn~.:. be 

nn ti n th t m. ntri ut t t nnul tti n 



The study further strengthens the women's involvement in fi sheri es sector. Amidst 

vari ous efforts made by agencie to promote fish ing activ ity, there are visible gender 

imbalances. The stud) ''ill mph silt: that \\0111\.:11 arc worth actors in the fisheries sector. 

As Lwcnya et. a/. ( ... 000) rt•m uk that in most cases, men own the fis hing grounds hence; 

subordinates \\'(lllh:n' ill\ 11\ ·m ·nt in the sector. Thus, creation of group organization 

wi II bL' till· :lr nl ·gi · ~)I ti m that may enhance and strengthen women's patticipation in the 

sector. 

1. 7 The study h~ pothe es 

Thi study i guided by the following hypotheses: 

l) Fi heries sector provides food security and sustains livelihoods 

2) Socio-cultural factors affect gender differently to access and control fisheries 

resources 

3) tructural factors affect women differently to access and control fisherie 

re our e 

4 Adequate facilitation of \\Om n's acti\ ities can u tain them in the fisheric 

·ector. 



1.8 The scope and the limitations of the study 

This study focuses on gender and" men' , parti ipation in the fisheries sector and looks 

at the factors, \\hich affe ts tht: \\ m~.:n's p~rformance. This study will thus, cover the 

fishing cornmunities of Busi t listri ·t along Lake Victoria in the Western province of 

Kenya, v. hich i.; ~:mhn\l' I "ith tt IH.:rics resources. To this effect, the study will focus on 

fishing activiti~.;s t)f w m ·n a \\Cil as those of men for the purpose of getting views from 

wom~.;n lish~r C1rk. · a· \\ell as those of their male counterparts. The study will further 

seek \'il'\\S from \\Omen and men employed in the Kenya fisheries department within 

Bu ·ia di ·trict. Thi approach will allow our study to enhance gender representation. The 

tudy. howeYer. looks at the gender and role of women in fishing activity in Funyula 

DiYi 'ion. It would haYe explored this subject in the whole of Busia District but this was 

out of the scope. 



CHAPTER TWO 

Ll RA ftlRF. REVIEW 

2.0 lntr()duttion 

ln this se<.:lit)n th, ·tu h "ill id ntify the socio-cultural and structural constrains that limit 

women'-; a<.:·~· tl 1 r ducth e resources and visible patiicipation in fisheries sector. 

nal) zing the effect· of these constrains on women's roles in the fisheries sector; the 

·tudy will im e tigate on the intervention strategies, which could enable women to cope 

amid ·t the e ocio-cultural and structural constrains. 

2.1 \\'omen and Gender aspects in the fisheries sector 

Ogutu (1988) ob erves that women's population in Lake Victoria fisheries is dominant 

repre enting 70-87 % of fish workers involved in the fish related activities. Lwenya et a!., 

(2000). ob ·er;e that the fisheries sector. around Lake ictoria, demon trate e idencc of 

participation of in le, di' orced and v. idov.:ed women and para ted mothers in the 

·e tor. Hence. the ingle parentho d. divorce and widowhood make wom n vulnerable 

p \ ~.:rt~ nd th~.:reforc e~.:k me, ns f un·ival in the fisherie e tor. hung 199) ). 

n k th t \\ m~::n' dfort ar~ , ffected bv degradation of in hon! marin~.: r~sources . 'J he " ·~ 

uth r 1m1 th t mu h the upp rt r )Ill th 10' crnmcnt and oth~.:r international 

cep- a h hin • \\hi hi r~.: n · o m n. 



Taniela et a! (1995) confirms that women ha\'e central ocio-economic and cultural roles 

in fisheries sector at both ub i tence and mmercial levels. The author further observes 

that through the seeming!) m, r 'in·1\ , •ti\ it of 'leaning, women contribute significantly 

in meeting nutritional nl'L' I u1l h lhl s • '\llity . The state commitment in various women's 

uiTuirs l:SPL'l:lidly in t•t i ·ult\11 II .md fish ·ries development programs therefor holds a 

comprl'hl'nsm: b ·n ·Itt t th ociety. 

l'h~: stud) l)l\ th~ n~\!d [. r in-.:\!rtebrate's conservation in paci lie islands' region , as u 

global d~mon 'tration hows that men are increasingly being drowned into commercial 

ti hing t lathew . 1995). The study illustrates that on the contrast collection of 

inYeitebrate by women i an activity which i n t taken into considerations by the 

fi heries department. Therefore, most women are isolated from the mainstream fisheries 

activities. Thus: Ram-Bidesi (1995) notes that implementation of the United Nation's 

\\ orld Conferenc on Environm nt and Devel pm nt ( ED) guideline., ncourage 

trategie of enhancing women's activities in fi heries sector. This can be done by 

incorporating them in the main tream ector's development a an id al t ol of focu ing 

on their th iti~ . 1 he study note that women arc actiH~ productive agents \Vho hold a 

'i ible r k in th u tainability f th r s ur e . 

ntim1 that th~r arc m. ny po t-h n·e ·t tivitk in th~ li~hin 1 indu tr~. 

hi h mn ntri uti n Ill t ti in I th ir Jj, in• 

ni i ti n 111 1 t-ll'lr\ 

r nh in bl li lih buil th ir r I in 



fisheries sector, women ought to be perceived a necc ary agents for change. Women's 

contribution in the economic. nutritional and social urvival of the family and society 

deserves recognition and statt: · .. upJt'rt. Wl)tnen and I· isheries Network (1995) identified 

the need to pay more 'ltlcntil\ll h' \\()1)1 n's lish~rit:s activities and support the ubsistence 

sector and sustainabk nu 11 onnm a· reasons, which justified the creation of the 

organizuti~m Sclwdt ·I (I -) nfirms that the uniqueness of women's fisheries 

initiative · ha' c to d' '' ith their association with subsistence; domestic production and 

small ·cale rrodu e marketing for livelihood sustenance. Slather et a/, (1995) 

demonstrate that placing emphasis on export-oriented fisheries production at the expense 

of -ub i tence fi herie holds drastic effects on the future of food security, health and 

welfare of the livelihoods. 

lam (1993). indicates that although women are involved in fishing activity, the 

economic returns from these efforts are marginal due to poor handling and distribution of 

fi h. To get higher profit margin . women should be encouraged t impro\C their 

methods of fi h handing. di tribution and marketing. The enhancement of these achieves 

elte ti\'e fi. herie e.·tension education. e tablishment of pilot projects und formation or 

ictie~. 

11 



2.2 The factors affecting women's roles in fisheries sector 

To improve sustainable fisherie related role. of women in the fishing communities; 

Cahilli et al (1993) noted tlnt f1 t ws and onstrnins affecting their ability to carry out 

such roles ought to ht· · 111 i kn:d wi th objectives of d veloping interventional 

mechanism l(l d~.·v ·h,l th •it pa itics. 

The gender none-sensith e p licies and invisibility of women in fisheries related activities 

lwYc been structurally factored issues, which constrained women's contribution in the 

fi ·herie · ector and ub equent food insecurity. Alamu eta! (1995) argued that despite an 

increa ing upply of gender disaggregated data and studies of women's role in 

agricultural production, fisheries sector and food security there is insufficiency in data 

and infom1ation on these areas. The author remarks that women's efforts remain invisible 

hence; not counted in surveys due to the statisticians' conception of such roles as 

unremunerated. The religious and cultural injunctions have strictly moderated the 

women' participation in social and economic activities. The insufficient infom1ati n n 

gender role in the ·ect r limit the polic maker , planner and ex ten i n worker · t 

allow gender per pective in their proceed . Hence, \\C pr p e the \ isible needs for data 

c lie tion nd di emination of informati n on women' role and contrihutions for 

u taina 

m 

mll Ill 

lanike 199-) n tc · that agricultural de,·ek pmcnt p llicy 

nun' 111 n: 111 1~ awan: o crucial contrihution of ''~ll111.:11 

urity: th~.:: a ricultur II 1 olici 

m n in th iti n. 

iti n . I 1i tren th \1 ht i 

io n t 1 I lr~ 

m n n tittll<.: 1 



structures especially in Africa. which have not made basic changes in the constitutions 

they inherited from the pre-colonial patrinr hal stru turcs and those introduced by the 

colonial rule, which privilcgr I mt.:n . 

lht: intL'IIWt sotu r · ( htt ' ://\\ ''" "om~.:n fishcrs.o_rg) on women in fisheries information 

n:wukd that: in th · ., ·m that ' omen's roles and needs in the fisheries sector are 

recognized in polt y. the translation of such policies into agricultural and fisheries 

dcvdopment pr 1gram and planning are often inadequate. The resource further informed 

that agricultural re earchers provide inadequate focus on women in the fisheries sector. 

Oa\'ie et a!: l-000) reports that women and men in agricultural production are often 

re pon ible for different agricultural tasks and products. The researchers are interested on 

the improvement of production and technologies for men's commercial produce at the 

expen e of subsistence products of women· development policies in the fisheric sector 

hme been gender blind. 

The planning and polic) making procedure in the sector do not cern to appreciate that 

"omen and men have different role with diver e need and con ·trains. 'I he polic) 

m ka ha\'e faih;d to addn.: · the ocially . tructurcd subordinati n of women. 'l he 

nati n I a ri ultural poli cu on e:port-oricnted product that arc ignilicant for 

[i r i n c v.hile ant atlcntion i r cu ·d )Jl uh i ten c pr) luct for dom~.: tic 
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that the exclusion o( women's per pectiYe in decision making and leadership in the 

sector ought to begin at the local It~' c\. 

Access and control w 11~) lu ·th n.:~ource~ is essential to improving agricultural 

productivity ol' b~)th Ill n 1111 \\< m ·n in fisheries sector for sustainable rural livelihoods. 

lamu ( !l>ll I). J ·Ju d "omen's crucial engagement in fisheries production. 

lmprtn ement on "omen· s effort depends on upgrading their access and control of the 

natural and prL ducti\ e re ources and subsequent support from the extension services. In 

addition. control and access of productive and natural resources, women have been 

con trained by existing socio-cultural structures, through which, they are perceived as 

ubordinate. Although the position of women in African socio-cultural structures and 

tradition are undocumented; there has been a tendency to use culture and traditions to 

undermine their positions. This has impacted negatively in promotion of the fisheries 

de,elopm nt and food security sector. The cultural factors have been used as the means 

of ignifying the subordinate po ition of women in the house-hold therefore, excluding 

women from property O\\ ner hip. Women have les acce . and control to productin! 

re ource: a· \\ achegc, ( 1992) conclude that the cause · of these arc rooted in g~..:ndcr 

blind de\ dopm nt poli ie and resear he . di criminatory l~..:gislations. and cultun.:s. 

\\hi h bar\ men rom de i ion-making potentials. 

ure pr u tiv r ur t ' 'men an II "ing th m t ntrol u h n: 'lll~.: c 

If it th. n m n. II 

h an ut ut 



8% higher than females but when women acce ed and controlled same resources as men, 

their productivity increased by 2~% high~.?r (. nito, 1994). 

Berry (1989), in a jotunal \11 ,t 't'ss. '{ ntrol and usc of resources in African agriculture 

illustraiL's th·tt lm:k \lr · • 111 ·I l.md ri 'hls limited the prospects of enabling women 

tcdit or the benefit of membership in rural organizations, 

whi~.:h lu~.:ilitatr availability of agricultural inputs and services. Lack of secured tenure 

svstcms limit· the women farmers' incentives to engage in sustainable fisheries 

production. \\'omen ha\e less access and control to land than men due to customary and 

cultural rea 'On . The land tenure systems are based on discriminatory policies although 

agriculture is conceived as a backbone economic development in Africa and vast 

countries recognize the significance of women in the agricultural sector few have paid 

attention on the land tenure systems whose policies are discriminatory to v. omen. Young 

(1993). in planning development with women observed that legislations often affirmed 

women land right but customary practices and laws haYe limited such land right , and 

potential u tomary legislations allowed women to gain acces to land although 

\\ idO\\ h d and divor e would d pri\e prc\'iou acce . Lack of land entitlem nt limits 

\\' mt:n mcmb~.:r hip in coopaatives and coli kr. L which arc indispl!nsabh: for access 

rcdit cilitie . 
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these organizations and cooperatiYes repre ent the interests of the members in relation to 

governments, development poli ) mal--ing and planning at all program development 

levels. The women's optimum p)lt.:nli'lls in prt)dll ' live fisheries sector suffer restrictions. 

Therefore that lack of rnlit ft ·ilitils is ·1 r~sult of women's lack of access and control 

over land nnd tnL·mbi.·t hi1 in (or ·nltivcs and community based organizations. Land is 

n:quitL'd 1:{111 tlct,ll t~'t I 1,m : "hilc at the same time, credit schemes arc often chatmeled 

throu~h communit~ ba ed rganization and cooperatives to their respective members. 

This i · un 1b ·tacle to improvement of women's fisheries productivity in terms of 

proYi ·ion of inputs uch as improved technology. Men and women engage in roles related 

to fi herie ector and subsequent agricultural production for sustainable food security. 

The~ need equitable credit allocation for sustainable production in fisheries development 

e tor: it is in trumental for women to achieve both access and control over the use of 

credit. 

The decrea ·ed availability of arable land, coupled with increa ed population pres ure and 

a grO\\ ing em ironmental dilapidation occasions de rea d ustainabl produ ti\ it): 

h n c a Ct: to appr priat agricultural input and tc hnol gic become significant. 

m n' n 

men in fi. hcric . ~.:ctor to agriculturally approved inputs and technologic is 

credit and member. hip in community ba t.: I 
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women often lose their land users rights \\'hen value of the land is increased through the 

introduction of new technologic u h n. ad\'" need irrigation systems. The author further 

complements the discus ion that intn lu~til)l1 of k ·hnologies, which are easier to manage 

would ensure \\OnH:n 's hi •hu rd ·ntion rates of their land users rights as their 

agricultural prodw:ti\)1\ i l 1 i for sustainable food security. Gittinger (1990) states that 

WOJlll'll's pil)du ·tivit) in the fi heries sector can be fully enhanced through developing 

appropri,1k kchnoh. gy in ti ·h processing, storage and marketing. 

2.3 Facilitating" omen' activities in the fisheries sector 

The inadequate facilitation of women's activities in the context of cultural and structural 

pheres: limits their optimum potentials in agricultural and fisheries development. lienee, 

proposing the following interventional mechanisms, which commits the women's role in 

the national economic statistics as a result, capacity building through education and 

training makes an ideal tool in facilitation of women's activities. 

Adekan) e 1999 , argue that pre entation of women economic role in order to create a 

data bank. \\hich quantifie their role and labour in terms of DP, prO\ ides a guide ~ r 

inYe tment in rural dc\l:lopml!nt and t:r\'c a a useful rdcr~.:ncc in monitorinl!, and 

. Improved \\Omen ace s to productive rc~ourc~.:. u h as land ~.:n:Jit 

hn It i~:: lU produ tion nd · urity in " t rd· n~o:~.: 

'th th y t 11 'iatc hun cr. 1 h n.: 'rt: thl:l h ull l imJ 1 '~.:d 
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and development of agricultural technologies for women in order to support fisheries 

production in harve ting, post-han esting and marketing activities. 

Fi\0 (1994) encourages pr lll1tHi 111 t)f so ·ial- ·ulturnl measures to support women 's ro le 

in Agricultun.: and nu.d 1·, c:h'Jilll.'tlt v.her' fisheries sector is included. This involves 

incrL·ast:d iti\'L'stnH.:nt 111 • lu tion. training and literacy programs for girls and women 

and nl~1pc:rati~)n 11 C"'ndl.!r pl.!rspcctives in the agricultural education curriculum. 

KiJ:jan1inc:in t 1995 ). c mplements that development and reinforcement of research on 

gender t Jb.nced information gathering exercises at community based levels allows 

con ·ideration . \\ hich affect the performance of women's role in the fi sheries 

development. 

Developing training, sensitization and information activities on gender issues, which 

focu on both women and men allows the promotion of shared responsibilities in 

agricultural and fisheries development. Tedla (1983), argues that technologies 

appropriate to rural women are developed and effectively prompted a a re. ult of 

·en itizati n of re earcher and xtension workers on gender i ue through cffectiv~.; 

communi ation. 

ait that through encouraging in titution m nati nal agricultural and 
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Therefore, creation and inclu ion of women in the fisherie sector cooperatives also 

provides services to the membtr~ su h • s marketing and processing activities. The 

cooperatives create platforms ll)f nt 't tiatit)I1S with rt:spcct to women's rights to access 

credit and land n:soun:t. 

2A Thl·on.·ticul F•·umcn r 

2A.l The ndroccntri m Theory 

This ·tudy ".1· guided by ndrocentrism theory. The theory was proposed by Charlotte 

(-000:3-f.f) \\ho notes that androcentrism, which is the men's privilege, insists on the 

maintenance of the talus quo. According to Charlotte (2000:344) the androcentri m is 

u ed in reference to the favours, which men achieve for the reality of being men, and the 

ub quent male experiences and perspectives. This enhances the reality where men are 

the main and dominant characters in the human dynamics around which all 

ac ompli hment in life re\ohes. Charlotte (2000:344) notes that the outcome of 

prejudice ompels men become the natural leader and the occupant of the public sphere 

in culture '' hile women are ubordinated and marginalized. 1 his thcor) helps u. to 

under tand th t o io- ultural and in ·titutional tru ture . con ·tr ins stru tural policies. 

\ hi h limit \\Omen . participation in development and p !icy making potentials. 

.I 
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The Socio-cultural barriers are the ocietal and cultural ideologies on women's and men's 

identities and sex roles. The e arc propagated in the form f cultural taboos and social 

mannerisms expected of each ·c 1lll kr di ision of labour is primarily exercised and 

practised at the famil ' 1 n:l \\ hik m n's hasic role is that of a breadwinner, women's 

role is perceiwd :ts th tl lll 1 ll win 1 and rearing children, and being a homemaker. 

The Stru ·tmal t ani r · c mpri e institutional policies and practices that are detrimental to 

the position and r le · of \\Omen in the society. Among these institutional policies are 

·election I rocedure . employment requirements, role allocation, promotion procedures, 

and pa~ -related training. Institutional practices include lack of role-models, 

organi ational climate that 1s not conducive to women welfare and exclusion from 

informal networks. 

ociali ation comprises the way boys and girls are integrated into the family and society 

life m general. The Luh)a community expect b y to belie\ c and internali the impulse 

that potentially the: hold leader ·hip role in the ocicty. lienee, e pccted to be 

autonom u.. ~.:rtive. authoritarian. aggr~.:ssi' e. adventurous and dcci. ivc: as a n.:sult, 

th pn: tigiou onccpt, ·warrior' and ·hero· wen: ucd in refcn.:ncc to boys. ''ithout 

rr ndin 1 tam or 1irl .. On the contrast , girls \\Cr~.: e. pe ted to he pa siw. 

ub nt em ti Ill their ~li proa h to li c l "ltkr hip 
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2.4.2 Conceptual Model of Androcentrism 

The process of 
socialization and 
enculturation 

lh~: \\ m11 .. n's aspirations 
t \\ 1rd:s isibility in the 

fish 'ri 'S s~ctor 

l 
Androcentricism 

The status quo: men aspire 
to maintain their positions 
and subsequent privileges 

The socio-cultural 
constrains: Taboos 
and mannerism 

Litth: or no value accorded to \\' 
eff rts lr le i.e. in th fi heric · 

•· 

Structural factors: 
Gender policies 

' 

men' · 
ector 



2.5 The operationalization of the variables 

2.5.1 Dependent variable 

Fishing: the art or activit · invoh ~.: i in han dtin 1 and gathering marine products for food 

and commercial putposc. 

2.5.2 lndcpt·rult:nt' tri thk' 

Lin·Jih(H)d: 1 mc,m 1 ·una li' ing 

Food sl·curit): a c 1ntinued upply of foodstuff products for consumption. 

Gender: the ·ocially giYen attributes, roles, activities and responsibilities connected to 

being a male or a female in the society. 

ocio-cultural factor : ideologies and determinants derived from societal taboos and 

mannen m 

tructural factor : determinants derived from the institutional policies. 

2.6 Conclu ion 

In summary. the literature re\'iew analyses the situation of women in fisheric sector, the 

oci -cultural and the tructural barrier . \\hich ha\e con trained women ustainahlc 

de\ lopmt.:nt and leader ·hip in tht:: . ector. In general women in fisheries ector are still 

th 

d 

tor. Women arc undcr-rt::prc-.cnh.:d in 

of the polick rdated to ft hcric t.:ctor. "hich inlluenc~.: thdr 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3.0 lntroduttion 

ThL' ~tudy und ·r im · ti :~uti n attempt· to look at structural and cultural aspects, m 

n:lalil)ll t~.1 "t)m n and gender participation m fisheries sector for sustenance of 

liYdihood ·. 1 hi· chapter de cribes the research methods and design, which was used in 

this :tud~. The re earch tte. population, sampling techniques, data collection methods 

:md the anal\ ·i are di cussed. 

3.1 The re earch site 

Funyula di\'i ion lies in Busia district, which is one of the di tricts that form We tern 

proYince. Bu ia di trict is bordered by Butere-Mumias district to the ea t, Bungoma 

district to the north-ea t, Te o district to the north. iaya district to the uth ea t, Bondo 

di ·trict to tht: outh and the republic of ganda to the west (G K). 1 he distri t c \Crs an 

\\ 

m 

q. km). Thi include an area of 137 (sq. km).' hich i. under pcrmam:nt 

ht: permant:nt wakr urfacc i that fLake ictoria 1 K . 'I ht.: district 

i ·a lmini trativc divi ion namely Budai, ng'i , I utula. hm~ ula. tata~t)s , 

hil th 

l m ul 

urthcr di\ idcd int l 0 It <.::ati m and l > uh 
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respectively (GOK). The division with large. t land . urface is Funyula with an area of 

264.2 (sq. km) (GOK). 

3.1.1 The physiological 111 I n:\tuml ( onditions 

llusiu distril-t I dl "ithiu I 1k • \ i toria basin whose altitude varies from 1,130 m. above 

Sl:il kvd l'll tht ·h '• · I' Lake ictoria to 1,375 m. above sea level in the central part 

(C,OK). l3utula and ambala occupy a plain area characterized by low flat divides; these 

arc oih:n capped by laterite and shallow incised swampy systems (GOK). The pene­

plain haYe fertile soil suitable for growing maize, Robusta coffee and sugar canes 

( OK). The outhem parts of the district, which covers parts of Matayos division, 

Funyula division and the northern part of Budalang'i division are covered by a range of 

hill compri ing the Samia Hills, which run from northeast to southwest culminating at 

Port Victoria (GOK). On the extreme south of the district is found Yala swamp , which 

fom1 a colony of papyrus grO\\th broken by irregular water channels and occa ional 

·mall lake with gra ·) islands (GOK). 

3.1.2 The climatic condition 

r l\\ l n~ rain cason in the di trict: the long rain. and the short rains. 'I he.: long 

rain n t rt in tar hand ontinuc into 1ay \\hih.: the short rain sea t n stnrt in 

nd ntinut.: int Ot:toh r. 'I h dr.: pcll art: from Dt.:c..:l...'mbl.:f throu 'h 

'Jut;. "i h m an annu, I r, in , II tht.: di trict 1. lO mm. "ith mn t 

I I mm m 111 nnu H un ., l 



mean annual rainfall in Budalang'i and Funyula divisions between 1,020 mm. and 

1,270 mm . 

3.1.3 The fishcril' · l'l'tor 

'I h~ disttict is "rll 'II I'" ·d "ith lish~!ri~s resources both aquaculture and capture. 

Fishin • is mainly unJ ·n·tk ·n in Lake Victoria, River Nzoia, Yala swamps and other 

1arsh~ ar~a ·. 1· i~h farming i practiced in Nambalc, Butula and Funyula divi sions, while 

fish ca~ ture i · cone ntrated in Budalang'i and Funyula divisions. Some of the major fish 

caught include ile-perch. tilapia and omena (GOK). The fi shing activity is currently the 

major income earner in Budalang'i and Funyula divisions (GOK). 

3.2 The tudy population 

The study population \Vas derived from the umverse. According to achmias and 

nachmia ( 1997)~ the uniYerse implies the total population of the study subjects. The 

population of Busia district was 370,608 in 1999 (G K). This population comprised 

174."'6 male and 196240 females (G K). rO\ ing at the rate of 2. 9 % per annum; 

thi: population i ·e. pectt.:d to increa e to 4 5.047 (22 .211 male- and 256,816 ft.:maks) 

by the en f the ~car _00 K). It i ·anti ipatl.:d that th~.: rate of populntion incrcas~.: 

''ill rem in 
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electricity supply, trading center . chool , health infrastructures among others. This 

universe can not be adequately and entin:l ' studied, hence; the need for sampling 

procedures. 

3.3 Tht· f(.'\l'lll't'h tlt•,j 'II 

This stmh w 1s 1 I· · ~Ji ,tiYc ur e in which both women and men in the fisheries sector 

in Busia di ·ttict "~r, engaged. s Muganda and Muganda (1999) conceive a descriptive 

n:senn:h de ·1gn as :m attempt to collect the data from the population under investigation 

in order to detennine the current status of that specific population with respect to one or 

more 'ariable . Thi choice \vas intended to obtain information, which describes the 

exi ting phenomena of women and gender roles in the fisheries sector. 

3.4 ampling techniques 

Thi tudy engaged both probability and non-probability sampling procedures. Funyula 

administrati\ e division was de\ ided into the following location ~ ambuku, ambo bot , 

~ango ia .. \gen·a. 'anguba and Bwiri from \\hich '"'e purp ively selected the [i lltming 

thn.:e lo at ion : B'' iri. 1 anguba and diado for our tudy. Thi sdccti n \\a. based on 

th ir lo r pr . ·imity to Lake \ ictoria. io Ri' cr. dam . mar hy grounds and markets 

'' h r fi h ri 

li\ lih 
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subject under investigation notably: chiefs. as i tant chiefs, village elders, teachers, 

fisheries marketing agents. worn n nd m n in the fi shcric sector, leaders of women 

groups, government official t:'-p~.: ·ia ll~ those li·om the fisheries department. These 

comprised our samph.: fram ·: h~.n ' 1.'. th • sampk size was obtained by assigning numbers, 

which WL'tl' t ' lndllllll) ·I· t ·I. 1 h • I 00 research participants were selected. This sample 

~ in: "a · mkquat· ,\ it p •tmittcd pertinent issues at stake to be put to the study. 

3.5 The data collection method 

The foliO\\ ing primary and secondary data collection methods were used to avail 

information for thi tudy: 

3.5.1 The econdary method 

The e included library based study where published books, journals, theses and the 

government official publications were looked at. 

3.5.2 The un·ey 

Thi method \\a· admini tered through structured questionnaire with pen ended 

que tion . 1 he que tionnaire was utilized to eek in[i rmation on cultural and tructura\ 

'Cndcr d\ namic in fi hcries ector for u tainabl livcliho d. I he relevant tran ·Iation" to 

the I allan~ua~e \\ere adequately di cu ed \\ith the rc carch assi tant.. 

:\,5.3 'I he Kc~ Inf rmant Int n ·i " 

hi m th d dat c lk til 11 invohcd intcniC\\ing pcoph.: \\ho \\Crc thou,ln oflunin' 
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fisheries sector, village elders. as i tant chief~, chief: and the personnel from the fisheries 

department. 

3.6 nata Analysi 

'I he printat) dat t drt j, ·I lttlJll thl.' fi ·ld interviews and the key informant interviews were 

sortl'd {)tJl, and intl'q d d de criptively in the context of the research objectives, 

quesli{)Jl · ·md h)~ the l' . Towards the enhancement of the validation; the data was 

further eros ·-checked with other information gathered by different researchers on the 

·ubject under inYe ·tigation. The content analysis, quotations and selected comments from 

the informant upported the analysis of the data collected. 

3.7 The problem encountered and their solutions 

\\'e obserYed the problem of suspicions from the respondents on the role of the re earch 

ll1 ociet). In such a situation that our work v .. as under suspicions· the researcher and the 

a i tant made their comprehensive introduction and the intention of research a purely 

academic. Thi allowed the re pondent to be confident in the re. earch pursuit and 

parti ipation. 

a probkm due to poor ondition. or thl' road during tht.: rain 1:'1 l)Jl : 
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that our research was voluntary. Thus; th researcher engaged the research assistants 

from the local area to limit chance of the language problem . 

3.8 The Ethical ls~ut•s 

The field work a lhl't I ll' til dhi al observations typical of the social science researches. 

Thl' initial pl'nnissi '11 \\US • ught from both the governmental authorities and the 

rl'spondents. Proper introduction and explanation of the research theme and purpose was 

done to enh•mce ethical considerations. 

The participation in the research was purely voluntary as the researcher protected the 

rights and dignity of participants. The participants' identity and notable particulars such 

as names, age. and locality among others were rendered confidential. Incase of future 

publication of the research outcome; then pseudo-names shall be used. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA ANALYSIS 

4.0 Introduction 

This chapter C(HKI:t ns th · anal~ ts of the data. The study has adopted descriptive method 

of analy:ting the datu. "hich i largely concerned with the study of distribution of the 

variable . De cripti' e method provides profiles of work groups, persons and other 

subject on any of a multiple characteristics such as compositions, size, efficiency and 

preference . 

The general objective of this study is to find out gender roles in the fisheries sector for 

sustainable livelihoods amongst the fishing communities of Busia District. Sustainable 

development is built on sustainable livelihood for development to yield lasting benefits . It 

must offer the world's population a means of making a living that does not lead to the 

degredation of environment, the loss of bio-diversi ty, disenfranchi ement, and 

marginalization of large group of people, the deepening of equality gaps, the pread of 

poverty or the weakening of the in titutions on \\hich human securit) depend . F 

( 198 ) ob en e that u tainable livelihood i the capa it of people to make a li' ing and 

improve their quality of life without jeopardizing the li\'elihood option of oth r . lhe 

fi hcrie. e tori critically imp rtant a a vast people depend on fish for their li,ehhood 

parti ul rly in the sm II- calc fisheries ector. 



4.1 Food security and sustainable livelihood in the fisheries sector 

The survey and key informant · intervi w illustrated that activities related to fisheries 

sector to sustain food security and li\ dihoods in Jude ~ fishing, hawking, fish farming, 

sand mining, bout making nnd r 'I air. )thl!rs include fi sh trading, retail shop and hotel 

business. I· ish is use l as a s~)UICl! of food . Fish has protein which improves health status 

of the communitY. fhc.: m, me generated from fisheries resources is used for education of 

children. pro\'i i n of ba ic needs, and other needs of the family. As the study informant 

aid: 

Boat building, repair and paddling across the lake are important 
fisheries related activities, which enable us to earn a living. The income 
received from these is used for education of our children, providing 
food for the family and other basic necessities. Other activities include 
fish loading and unloading, fish broking, fish counting, grading and 

recording. 

The additional activities related to the fisheries include sand selling, 
subsistence farming, small scale enterprises, weaving and basketry and 

animal husbandry 

The study further revealed therefore; that fisheries sector provides self-employment 

amongst the fishing community for instance boat making and driving, fishing activity and 

trading. As a result, the fisheries sector lead to economic growth and market 

deYelopment for the fi h indu ·tries. impro ed infrastructure. \\hich avail acce to market 

fisherie re urces. The ector builds the communal capacity on trade, and \'alues, \\hich 

enh::m e common g od u h a o-opcration. 

'I h • fin in :J in thi tudy rc.:n:akd that man ha • chil:' cd ustainabk: lh dil1l d and 

d c urit m . in fi hcrh::~ -.:ctor en blc the IIJ1in, 

mmunit t en Ill ti\ iti \ hi h ·n bl th Ill t lih Ill 



ensure food security. Amidst these opportunitie in the fisheries sector in which women 

and men engage to earn a living and food ecurity, women's role has been sidelined. 

The information gatht:rL'd fwm \..~:~ informants' interview revealed that food security and 

su tainablc livelilw{lds 'lr • thn: ·n~..·ncd . lhc development of fish processing and marketing 

industry i · dosdy rdatl.!d t the rapid gro'A>th of demand of the fisheries resources. The 

Jilleting factorie are thu competing to secure sufficient raw fish. These factories 

compete for fi h with the traditional fish processors, traders and consumers. A respondent 

in the key informant interview noted that: 

We live in the neighbourhood of the lake yet we can not get fresh fish 

directly from the lake. To get the fish we need to go as far as Busia 

to\.\<TI or alternatively to Funyula market. It is because the Asian fish 

traders come with big trucks to buy the entire fish harvested at very 

competitive prices and later distribute to factories, industries and to 

retail traders. Fish is our resource yet we can not get it directly. It is 

very difficult to control the beach business without governmental 

interventions right now our food security and survival means are 

threatened. 

This competition is realized as traders have been displaced from trade, a factor which has 

threatened their food ecurity and livelihoods. Women are most affected a thi tudy 

demonstrated that women trader would be tanding far off perhap buying competitive!) 

what may have b en r jected by the factor) truck. . In effect, the fi herie e tor ha been 

tran fi rm~::d from sub 'i tcnce into a large!) ommercial acti ity. 1 hi · ha contra ted the 

traditional upply of local fo d ne~.;d ·. lienee mo t of the catch is process~.:d into exp rt 

pro u t l r ingr~::di~::nt of animal feed. 'I hi. ha d~::pri\ ed the poor pe pie ofT r~::ady ,1cces 

t th ir trnditi nal ur 



This study also revealed that the recent change in processing and marketing of fish 

frames from which fillet is extract d hold nt.:gative implications to local food security 

and livelihood. That the increa. d ust.: of lramt.:s in the (i h meal industry means that most 

of it is now not availabk f lf lire t hunwn onsumption, the factories remove much more 

flesh off uvuilable fram . h n · ·. 1 ducing its value as food. Informant that: 

The start 11' sian bu iness in the fisheries sector provided diverse 
lci1over · lik.e mg ng -\\aLi (fish frames), which were earlier depended 

011 lw the local community especially the poor as food for survival. 
Thes~ days the; are all taken by the Asians or alternatively go for 

competitiYe co t . 

The demand for the fish frames has consequently increased the retail prices of frames. 

Jansen (1996) notes that a poor man's food, which many people would not consider 

eating, the fish frame has increased the price that poor consumers often cannot afford it. 

Another ca e observed during the field study was dagaa, which was previously used 

mainly for human consumption and a reliable source of protein for the community. 

However, a significant proportion of this fish now goes into making fisluneal. 

4.2 The ocio- ultural factor and gender differential acce · and control of fi herie 

re ource . 

cc rding to thi tudy culture ha a role in det m1ining ac ss and ntr 1 of fi ·heries 

produ ti\ re oun.:c .. 1 he gcnd r concern ar rooted in the cultural pattern f pt.: pk 

,, hich influcn ~.: tt.:rcot) pica! attitud~.: '' ithin th~.: fi hcrics ector. ·1 h~.: fishing a tivitic. 

\\ ith it n c n iv d h; the culture t l b pr~: l mimntly 

m ·n ,, rk . h , m n r th u ht t nl: 1 in I l t-h n t , •ti\ itic . 



Cultural forces were used to keep women away from the fisheries sector. Such cultural 

laws were informal regulatory mechani. m put in hapc to determine the access and 

control of the fishcrie resource-.. Rc.J )11 knts in the field survey noted: 

The culture prohibits \\lHn 'n from rdating closely with men for fear 
that they \\Otild t'll '·'''.1.! in asual sex and prostitution. Instead culture 
cnwura •cs \H)Jllcn l~l takr carl! of domestic duties at home. Men are 
culturally allo\\~d to d fishing because they arc considered by the 
culture to l ~ brJ\ e. tr ng and courageous to engage in tough fisheries 
dutic · lik.~ ·ta) mg out o\er-night, boat riding, and net pulling among 

other ·. 

Amid t efforts of fisheries agenctes m promoting fish farming amongst the fishing 

communities. the gender imbalances have been noted m determining the differential 

acce and control of the fisheries resources. Men are the owners of the fishing grounds 

and ponds while women manage such grounds. The study showed that for women to be 

involved in ownership of such resources, groups and organizations have been the 

strategic option. As a participant in the field survey noted that: 

Funyula Women Fish Mongers Association earned shares in a 
cooperative scheme and was loaned to start the aquaculture practice in 
Mudoma and Wakhungu viallges with the support of per onnel from 
the fisheries department. Sio-port Beach Women Group and amia 

yasio Women Group have boats on the shores fLake Victoria. 

The tudy observed therefore that cultur con iders men a m re intelligent and 

kn wledgeable than women in i sues related to fisht.:rie rc our e . 1 hu men arc 

believed to be spe 1a!ized in hane ting and ontrolling fishcrit.: rcsour e ,,hile \\Omen 

rc considcrc.:d to be a subordinate party. 1 h~.: study shm\~.:d that men play \'i. ihk role, in 

the ti ht:rit: t:dor to ustain communal livclih )nd ~ . 'I he men rn< ke repair and ro\\ 

b mrollin' ph~.:r~.: . A k~.:\' in ormant 

n t th t: 



Society defines men as heads of famili and the same happens in the 
fisheries related activities. Men command the greatest interest levels 
hence; control and influence the industry. The ociety has endowed 
men to be in control of land undLr "hich fi hcries activities take place. 
Therefore; men make de ·isit)ns on land usc on behalf of the society. 

The women's role is subonltn.ttc a th an! engaged in post-harvest activities. Women 

arc seen as u source l'r l.tb 11 for thi c crcisc; hence the men fi sher forks aspire to marry 

as man , "in:s as po ·sit le in rder to secure reliable source of labour as the study 

indicated. The culture limit women to their reproductive roles, ranked low and not 

allowed in a ·phere re erved for men. The key informant findings noted that: 

The number of women participating in the fisheries sector has 
continued to gro\ in the recent past, however; as an emerging 
phenomenon sometimes women are forced to come to the sector 

especially when they are widowed, orphaned, fall victims to unwanted 
pregnancies or fail to get formal employments. 

The findings reveal further that there existed socio-cultural limits and ideologies, which 

influence the gender differential allocation of roles in the fisheries sector. These are 

propagated inform of cultural taboos and mannerism expected of each sex. The study 

thus, answers the research question on the socio-cultural factors affecting in gender 

differential access and control of fi heries resources. 

In conclu ion the culture and ocial etting ha\ e led to gender differential acce . and 

control f fisherie rc'.iource . H \\C\er, worn n are compelled to take role. in the c tor 

due to the higher p vcrty level . as thi study reveal d. 



4.3 The structural factors which affect Gender· differential access and control of 

resources in the fisheries sector. 

The fisheries sector pre ent lender disparities in the area of management and 

administration, v .. hich hoi Is ' I h,ltl i in pl)li y formulation and implementation. This has 

affected the difkn:nlial m:' 's · and control patterns of resources related to the fisheries 

sector. The r )lc )r '' )111 n in the ector is evident especially in the post harvest activities. 

Women in management and administration allow men to take part in important decisions 

affecting their role in the sector. The critical decisions and changes brought about in the 

ector affect women more differently than they affect men. A key informant noted that: 

Women in the fisheries sector can only operate under the wings of their 

male counterparts. Those women have to wait on the beaches for the 

fishermen to land their catches before they take up their role as fish 

cleaners, mongers. For those who may have inherited boats and fishing 

gears have to be content with whatever they are brought by the men 

they hire as boat riders and fishers fail to get what is rightfully theirs, 

an issue, which stops them from acquiring security and possible credit. 

Women do not enjoy the decision- making potentials on family and community affairs. 

The literacy levels among women denies them the opportunity to vie for positions in the 

fisheries sector, which would allow them to be in decision making position hence, 

influence the fi heries policies and recognize their presence in the organizational base. 

There is need thu to de\ elop a comprehen iv ducation, training an ex ten ion ) tem 

for the fi herie ctor to addre h rtage of women in th management f the sector a. 

thi study demon trated. 

L k ility ha it din thi tltl)' 'l · I t )r I . I ·1 
• l " 11 1 contn 1Ulc to 'en kr 

n ntr I fi h ric re ur e . \\'l m n h tvc limit l c mtt \1 0 , ~:I 



funds generated from fisheries sector inespective of their important role in production. 

This study indicated that limited control O\'cr resources has limited women's ability to 

access credit facilities. This fa tor h. s restricted women's ability to exploit economic 

opportunities by boost in r thL·ir lu. inc~s a tivitics. On the contrast men hold a high shares 

in the fisherie s ctHJPL'I\tti' ·s ~md in most cases get loans to develop further their fisheries 

enterprises. n:spondcnt onfirmed that: 

Land i · O\med and controlled by the headman. Men are the heads of 

the hou e-holds: hence own and control land. Women act as the 

a si ·taut· to the men in the society and house-hold. They have little 

control and earnings from the communal resources. At the same time· , 
women do not enjoy much decision making powers on family and 

community resources. Women lack control over land as security for 

expanding their enterprises. 

The study considered lack of legitimate access to land as a major issue in controlling 

fisheries resources and power to utilize it. Security of tenure regardless of sex is directly 

related to investments in land and input use. Saito (1992) observed that the greater the 

security of the land tenure the greater the productivity of the lands. The study noted that 

due to gender customary Jaw women have limited access to land becau e they are not 

recognized as beneficiaries in terms of inheriting land. Although custom dictat that they 

are allowed to u e land; their land user's rights are re tricted . These factor create 

ignificant obstacle for women to inYe t and control land on fi . h pond . The stud~ 

revealed that Jisherie. e. ·tension en Ice cxclu ively target men; \\ ith an a sumpti n that 

there ''ould be a tricklt.: d0\\11 effect for women. 1 he e ~ rvicc. thus n.:lated din:ctly to 

men' fLh farmin n u h a pond c n truction maintenance and the t) pe of 

hr ulturt: I. 

7 



Thus for effective, extension services the need to target particular categories of client to 

meet their needs through probl m ident ifica tion and solution process. The design of 

extension services to benefit \\'Omen 11mn 'rs require understanding of constrains, which 

women face, the local trndititH1,ll 'ultttr , human resources and institutional organization. 

A key in!'ormant IWII.:d thut : 

Womrn \\Oti-.mg a indi\'iduals face a number of constrains; it would 
thus be . een that working in groups could help them to over-come 
them. Women ha\ e thus taken initiatives to form groups, which enable 
them to be "Upported financially. They have also formed SACCOS that 
offer them credit facilities and soft loans to expand their enterprises. 

These ob ervations respond to the research question that structural mechanism have 

impacted men and women differently in accessing and controlling fi sheries productive 

resources. 

4.4 The effect of socio-cultural and structural factors in limiting women 's potentials 

over men in the fisheries sector. 

The above evidences provided by this study affirm that despite food security and diverse 

su tainable livelihoods derived from the sector amongst the fishing community; the 

socio-cultural and structural mechani ms ha\ e impacted negative! on women than men 

in the ector. The following ob en ations were made: 

Wom~:n fed un-welcomed in the ·en-going fi hing sub-sector and probably hold littll! 

inh.:n: t in u h participation. 'I he ocialization models in the fish in , ommunities h,l\ e 



affirm that deep-sea fishing earn support from the government and international 

agencies (William, 1988). 

That women feel discriminat~.: I a 'ainst in aquacu lture though to a larger extend they are 

represented nnd itWtlh ed ,1s thi. stud revealed . The fish processing is a sub-sector where 

women nrc ovcr-n:pre ·en ted. mainly because socio-culturally women predominate in 

low-grade ani un- ·k.illed carders. This study considered fish processing to be a 

responsibility role, which holds fewer career prospects of women. A woman who 

pruiicipated in the interview said: 

Men are our rulers and from childhood women are trained by our 

parents to respect and regard their d.ecisions. There is always harmony 

in the environment where men decide for us and we are comfortable 

with their decision making role. 

The respondents generally agreed that decision making domain was un-debatably 

reserved for men. Thus major decisions regarding the access and control of the fisheries 

resources were a men's reserve. The decision making capacity has structurally influenced 

women's involvement in the management and administration of the sector. The tudy 

further confirmed that despite significant inroad attempts into this segment; women are 

generally not repre en ted at the higher le\ els. 

'I he ·tudy n!' c.:aled that more men than women earn higher economic margins in the 

fi hcrie e tor. A a rc.:spondcnt noted that: 

mall bu in carril:d out hy \\omen in ompari m to tho c of 
k thc.:rn tl n.::-pay lo n . In a llition the.: c.:ct lr olkrin, 

o th 'lppli • nt in bu inc 
u ti ln , n I tr tinin • th \1 , men 



Jack, whereas; men are more acquainted. As a result, the women's 

enterprises narrow down steadily. 

The economic engagements of'" omen in the fisheries sector arc small scale; hence, not 

recognized as economical!) pw lu ·ti\ '. lhis is aggravated by the fact that women are 

primarily engaged in su!1sp;f ·n' J\llhe1 than commercially oriented activities; hence, 

culturally fcnwk lubom 1 · u ·t marily classified as reproductive and un-paid. Lack of 

recognition of women· · r le in the sector as productive has limited their contribution to 

statistical figure· to\\ards national output. This has reduced the women's economic and 

profit margin constraining access to loans and other credit facilities for higher business 

activitie and subsequent profit margins. A key informant revealed that: 

Whereas men are the fish harvester and determinants of the market 

price; women work under the men authority where they clean the fish 

products and sale in the local market. This does not guide women 

through in exploiting their potentials in the fisheries sector. 

4.5 The strategies to counter socio-cultural and structural constrains of women over 

men in the fisheries sector. 

The economic potentials and significant efforts by women to sustain socio-economic 

wellbeing have been compromised in the fisheries ector despite women' role in the 

ector. Thi tud) re' ealed that the con equence leading to the women's compromising 

situation in the fisherie ector are as a r ult of ocio-cultural and tructural factor 

depriving "omen·. effort . 'I his work re' caled therefore that women in Busia district' 

fishing mmunitic employ the following tratcgic to countl.!r ocio-cultural and 

tru tum! n train in the 



4.5.1 The women's fisheries groups/clubs 

The study revealed that women in the fi. hcries. ector in the area under investigation have 

formed women groups/club . \ r~spl)ndcnt in th0 survey interviews revealed that: 

Women in 1hc fishing 'llmmuniti ·s have formed women groups. These 
groups cnabk them s' ·h. financial assistance through group 
contributions. Sl1111 • of th · women groups include: Samia Nyasio 
Coop~:mtiw \sst ·iJti n. 1 unyula Women Fish Mongers Association, 
Sio-port eu ·h \\ men roup, Mary-go-round Women Fishing Group, 
and rwoto \\' men roup. 

These women gr up club help them to talk as one voice towards improvement of their 

financial ba e. They include the table banking popularly known as mary-go-round; these 

enable vvomen to access financial resources that allow them to sustain their role in the 

sector besides accessing soft loans from the members. This is confirmed by (Taniel et 

al., 1999). that women have essential socio-economic contribution in the fisheries sector 

at both subsistence and commercial levels. Thus; the seemingly marginal activities of 

women contribute significantly in meeting nutritional needs and food security for 

sustenance of livelihoods. 

4.5.2 \\'omen and aquaculture 

Aquaculture i the farming of aquatic organi m uch a fish, hellfi h and even plant .. 

The . tudy finding re\ ealed that more recently: women group· in small-scale fisheries 

haYe be orne il1\ oh ed increasingly in fish farming in Busia district. 1 hi . participation of 

women in the aquacultur~ a the study demon trah:d c. tends to C\ cry a"'pl:<.:t or fish 

pr -paring of Ji h l:l:d . fl: lin' of the fi!)h, clcanin, thl: l:ll\'ironmcnt 

th p n l . i •nili Ill~.:· in l:Jl kt toh:s: 

m n· h m in •niz l 11 h 



women since it does not require them to be away from their homes; subsequently causing 

them to neglect their reproductive role . Th study further revealed that the activities 

related to fishing activitie su has pn:paring li. h feeds and feeding fish among others are 

often perceived as c 'knsion ofth~: \\()Jl1~n ' s house-hold chores. Thus women through the 

aquaculture arc abk lt~ sup1 kmcnt Income earning activities while at the same time 

engage in house-hold and repr ducti e chores. The aquaculture allows women to access 

fi heries exlension en ice against the socio-cultural and structural factors. Hence; 

\Vomen' s ncti ,·itie are u tained in the fisheries sector. 

4.5.3 The women's informal roles in the fisheries sector 

The results from this study revealed that the unpaid work by women in the fisheries 

enterprises have been conceived significant as those, which sustain them in the sector. 

They include post-harvest activities that include fish preparations, preservations, 

marketing, and book keeping among others as the study results indicated. This 

observation is confirmed by Geheb (1997) that women are seen as the source of labour 

for the successful fisheries exercise hence. men aspire to marry a many wive as 

possible in order to secure a reliabl labour force. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSIO , 0 1 lJ, ION AND RECOMMENDATION 

5.0 INTRODUCTION 

The main objt:ctive or thi · ·tudy wa to investigate on gender roles in fisheries sector for 

su tainable liveliho d among t fishing communities of Busia district. The results of this 

study were t be used for de eloping a sustainable fishing activity, which would provide 

ustainable food security and livelihoods. This chapter thus provides discussions and 

conclusion derived from this study. The chapter further provides recommendations with 

respect to issues affecting women and men differently in the sector. 

5.1 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

This study confirmed that women and men amongst the fishing communities of Busia 

district engage in diverse activities related to fisheries sector for food security and to 

u tain their livelihoods. These activities include un-loading of fish from landing canoe , 

fi h processing. fi h marketing among other . \\hich form the link between production 

and on umption. The tud} pr vided the data that worn n con ·titutt.: ab ut half the 

population a tively invohed in th fi h ric de\t!l pment a tivitie ·. pr gram . and 

proj~.: t . IIO\\ e\ er. the soci - ultural and tru tural fa tors have uf!e ted ,,. men and men 

dil and ontrol resour ~.: r~.:htcd to lish~:ri~.: rcsoun::l: . 'I hesc 1~1 tors 

n than m n in . ·plorati m of 1i h~.:rie rl: UfCl:S, 

rc olt n bia hm rd nll:n. 



hence; the involvement of women in planning and programming is limited at both local 

and national levels. The fisheries policie and program addressing the specific issues of 

women arc virtually non c. i. tt:nt 

The educational status llf \H m ·n in the fisheries sector compared to men is limited· thus 
' ' 

women lack · p~.:cial !~'~·gram· [! r their training in technological improvements. Women 

lack access to credit and financial merit, which limits their potentials of expanding their 

activities. The tud) re\ ealed that structural and socio-cultural factors hold out-standing 

effects on women than men. The v,:omen are thus challenged to counter these effects . 

This requires empowerment, motivation, active involvement and organization. The active 

participation compels that the ultimate beneficiaries of programs and projects participate 

in determining their needs and priorities, hence contribute to the sustainabi lity of such 

actions and initiatives. This reqmres that beneficiaries are organized and form an integral 

part of the information gaining system. Women are not fully involved in decision lacking 

process and their le\el of organization and respon e to their pecific need are limited. 

The emancipation of women in fi heric ect r in term f free!) e:-..pre ·sing their need . 

a piration. and eftt: tiYely hnping their future i yet to be realized. In final analy is. the 

tudy n.: ult furth r n tt.:d that dc:spitc the \\ omcn. t:ll£31.!t:mcnt in the fi hcries e tor 

t i viti ,\\ mn 0 ratil n arc ' ten mall . a fa tor \\ hich ha • ft~ctcd thcir 

m Ill th t i mp r th ir m n Ulll art . \\ mcn in th~.: 11 hu k 

n u rm m Ill rm it. hn m tr tin in'· . 



inadequate market and transport. In comparison to their men counterparts, women do not 

have access and control to distant market ; compelled by their reproductive roles woman 

may not be socio-cultural allowt:d tr:l\ din 1 and trading their products. 

5.2 RECOMMEND TIO S 

With respect to thi · sulj '·t f di ·cussion, the following recommendations are proposed: 

5.2.1 The need to revive and promote co-operative fishing and marketing. 

The co-operati\'e' need to be promoted and encouraged not only for socio-economic 

development but to promote collective bargain and provide useful channels for the 

government to propagate ideas to the grassroots. This study revealed that men are often 

the most beneficiaries of these co-operatives due to their active voice in decision making 

potentials. In addition women's organizations need to be promoted as these provide 

women with their own space to optimally exploit their talents and potentials. Women in 

Busia district fishing communities where such women organizations are weak as the 

study revealed need to be strengthened. 

5.2.2 Education and training 

Increase investment in education. training and literacy initiatiYe for girl and women, 

incorporat~ a gend~r perspective in the educational urriculum. 'I he education ,,ill help 

improve tht: participation of ''omen in the fish~ries ·~.:ctor . 'I his will •nable them acce .. 

, ten i m 1 the tisht:rk ector and upgnH.It: their knowled 'C a11d k'll · 1 < I S 111 t 1C 

t hni I kill u h fi hin • t hniqu . 



5.2.3 Creation of the Fisheries Board of Kenya. 

The fisheries board of Kenya will be en iomxi with responsibilities to research and 

disseminate information in areas tlrlt in -lu it.: tht.: role of fisheries sector and aqua-culture 

to rural and urban food st•curity nn I :ustainabk livelihoods. The study proposes that the 

Board woulu cvnluafl· nnc.l i icnti ry approaches for conserving bio-diversity in the lake 

and river n.:gions to en· 1urage em•ir nmental sustainability. The Board would integrate a 

gender-proactiw approach at all levels in the fisheries sector. This approach would be 

enhanced by a gender trategic plan which includes a structure with budgetary 

allocations. And further to focus the fisheries policy to put greater emphasis on food 

security and sustenance of livelihoods. Finally; the fisheries sector is still open to further 

research from sociological and gender perspective. Hence, there is need for deeper 

research into many aspects of the sector. This will provide a more informed opinion and 

formulation of subsequent interventions. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

ADEKANYE, T. (1999) "Economic ie;n(ficance and impact of women's work on 
agricultural development and rural economy-forma/ and i11(ormal sectors ", un­
published paper pre cntcd at the scminar on the economic role of women in rural 
and agricultural deH;lopmcnt: th promotion of income generating activities. 
Athens, Greece, 18- . , 'tt' l u ·. 

ALAM, S.O. (1991 ). " I "I..'' \llll'llf o women's contribution to fishing industry and fish 
market ill!!. in A.alll/1 lakt! ha 111" Vol. 1990: 184-190, Atmual report: National 
Institute for heshwater Fi ·heries Research, New Bussa (Nigeria), 

LAMU. '. . p99.) ). The role of women in fish mongers on commercial fish handling 
and markeTing in Jeba lake basin, annual report: vol. 1992: 152-162. National 
Institute F r Fre"h \\ ater Fisheries Resource, New Busa (Nigeria), 

L 1 . . and ldaihli. M. (1995), "Socio-economic survey of women in artisana/ 
jlsherie in Kainji lake area: a case study of Wawu. ", Annual report: National 
Institute for Freshwater Fisheries Resource, New-Bussa-Nigeria. Vol. 1994: 195-
203. 

A 1 TRO 'G. P. and Amstrong, H. (1983) Beyond sexless class and sexless sex: Towards 
feminist Jfarxism. Studies in political economy. 10:45-72. 

AU AID (1997) . Gender and development: Australia's Aid commitment. AusAid Public 
Affairs. 

BosERUP. E. (1970) Women 's role in economic development. George Alien and Unwin: 
ew York. 

CAHILL. M. and 1artland, . (1993), Women in eHfoundland fisherie : Department of 
fi heries and oceans Ottawa-Canada. 

CH 'G, M. (1995) Linking population, environment and gender: The ca ·e of , uva 
harbour, Fiji. In . Iizabeth Matthews (ed.) i hing for an wer : women and 
fi. herie in the Pacific i land , ceania Printing Ltd: uva iji. 

L ·AVER. . and chn:iber (1994 "Rerening the piral the populatwn. agriculture and 
tin t m 1ronmull in .\llh- ahara Africa," he World Bank Report: \ ashingt n 
I 

harl 71z ) •1/cm Hall-paper and orh r writine;.\ . l:W York: 'I hl: 1odcrn 

Rural lil' lilzood an I dil r it) in d ,. IOJ in , ozmrri Lm ton: 
I r 



FAO (1994) Women in agriculture and rural development, a synthesis report of the 
Africa region. FAO: Rome-Italy. 

FAO, (2000). The state ofworld.fisherie. an I Aquaculture: Rome, Italy. 

FRANKFORT-Nachimias, D and ,, himias, . (1987) Research methods in social 
sciences, Mmiin Pr~ss. In' ' York. 

GEI!EB. K .. \997 . 'J'hr Regulltrll'. and rhe re~ulared: fisheries management, options and 
(~} 'IW/1/iC\' ill 1\l'/1\ 11

,\ r Ike Victoria Fishery. Unpublished D.Phil. Thesis. 
University of Susse .. Bri12hton. . ~ 

GEIIEB. M.T. 'meh. (Ed .. ~002. Broaching the management impasse: perspectives on 
fisheries a11d tlze1r management from the inland waters of Africa. pp. 137 - 167 . 
. Fountain Publi hers Ltd., Kampala. 

GlTTI GER, J.R. (1990) Household food security and the role of women. World Bank 
Di cus ion Papers No. 96. Washington DC. World Bank. 

Gu lPTA A.K. (1999). Fishing in troubled waters: Recognizing, respecting and 
re 11·arding local ecological knowledge and practices concerning diversity. In 
R.S.V. Pullin, D.M. Bartley and J. Kooiman (eds.) Towards policies for 
conservation and sustainable use of aquatic genetic resources. ICLARM 
conference procedures. 

lKIARA, M. (1999). Sustainability, Livelihoods, production and effort supply in a 
declining fishery: The case of Kenya's lake Victoria fisheries. Amstardam: Thela 
publishers. 

KIRJA v AI -E • L. (1995) ''Gender perspectives in formulation of rural development 
policie : need , con trains and potentials", un-published paper presented on the 
seminar on: the economic role of women in rural agricultural development: the 
promotion of income generating acti ities. Athens, Greece, 18-22, ctober 

Ko TAPEL K and 'oort. L. eds. (1995). "Fi heries in developing countries: toward. 
u. tamable u e of livmg aquatic rewurces " ectoral policy document f 

deYelopment cooperation. \1ini tr) of foreign affair . The Hague, etherland . 

LAKE VICTORIA I H RIE R ESEARCH PR JE T (19 9). Pha e II: marketing stzu~\' hy the 
0 io- conomic data m>rkinR woup, LVI· RP I I. 99/02. 

\\ E 'Y . an l R. A hila (_000). 1he (,end r role in j/,h proce,\.\i11'< and trading 
1 r 1 ti e in L 1k J i tori a, Klll) a. 

( Clld 'r, g/obafi:atiOil WI/ I h ric ,\ \\'OI'k\/Wp. ()-\2 



MATTHEWS, E. (1995) The needfor invertebrate concen•ation in the Pacific island region 

In Elizabeth Matthews, (ed.) fi hing for an wcr : women and fisheries in the 
Pacific islands, Sura Fiji: Oceania printing Ltd . 

MBEGA , C.A. (1999). Informal pvH cr Uenda, ~lobalization and fisheries workshop 6-
12 May, 2000. St. John.· ., I 

MEDARD, M. (200 I) ( o 111 11/l~t llll'llf in .fisheries: Obstacles and incentives for 

enl'irOIIJJI<'I1tal cone ·rr aion and management for Lake Victoria, Tanzania. Un­
published M.l hil . lm ni\\.~r ity, Eldorct, Kenya. 

MEDARD. M. _QOOa. Community-based organisations on Lake Victoria: A lesson from 

thc {H't•yambc Fdmg Enterprise in Muleba District, Kager Region, Tanzania. 

Paper presented at a workshop on Gender, Global isation and Fisheries. 6-14 May 
_ooo. anada: Uni' ersity of ewfoundland. 

J\1EDARD. J\1. 2000b. Han·esting and marketing of immature Nile Perch (Lates niloticus): 

A threat to the national food security and poverty alleviation initiatives-The case 

of Lake T'ictoria, Tanzania part. A paper presented at the National Workshop on 
Harve ting and Processing of Immature Nile Perch. Organised by L VEMP­
Fishery management component. 9-10 August 2000, Mwanza. 

MEDARD, M. and Wilson, D.C. (1996). Changing economic problems for women in the 

'ile perch fishing communities in Lake Victoria." Anthropological, 38:149-172. 

MUGENDA. 0. and Mugenda A. (1999) Research methods: qualitative and quantitative 
approaches. Nairobi: Acts Press. 

M TORO, B. A. (1997). Women working ·wonders: Small-scale farming and role of 

women in T'ihiga Di trict, Kenya. A ca e study of orth Maragori. trecht 
University. \ agningen Agricultural niversity. Phd. Thesis. Arrnstadam: Theta 
Publishers. 

1WA. 'IKI. D. (1998). Jnformarion pro,·ided in the Video inter\'iew in "Big fish , Small 
Fish socio-economics of the Lake T"icroria fisheries (Video), I ' _ AR _ 

airobi. 

1YER . 1 ~. 1997). J\farine fisheries: l~ro mac:ro-comrraints, en\'1ronment and 
devt?lopmel1f economics. 2 1997): -93. 

0 H IB • P.B. . 10 h~n 1. and Pollinger U. 1991 . "EcoloRical cham~es in Lake 

r; Ioria a i r inn•nion of Vile 1 erch (/are' niliricu.,): the catclm;ent, H'aters 

qu liry m I 1\h ri ·' llltllll ' m 111, " In proct.:ssin, from 
u ultur I hi t Cl\\ rk Ill ting 111 lanila. \Vashin 1\on: 

D .Phi lip in . 



OGUTU, G.M.A. Ed. (1988). Artisanal fi heries of Lake Victoria, Kenya: Options for 
management, production and marketim;~. Proceeds of a workshop held in Kisumu, 
Kenya. Shirikisho publisher for the artisnnal fisheries (Kenya) project Nairobi. 

OGUTU, M.A. (1988). The role c~f'wumen and cooperative societies in fish marketing in 
western Kenya P. 11 -117 ln 1 1A. Ogutu (cd.) Artisanal fishereies of Lake 
Victoria, Kcnyu: Options r I 111\ll1:.llCJ11CI1t, production and marketing. Reports of 
u workshop hell in Kisun\ll 1--.~.·n a. 

PAULY. D .. h' )l'~t: P .. l iu. I 1 and lycdmcrs, P (2000). Down withfisheries, up with 
aquoculture lllljliwrwm of global trends in the mean trophic levels of fish. 
Paper pn: ·l'nted at . - ponsored mini-symposium. The aquaculture paradox: 
Does tish farming upplement or deplete world fisheries; San Francisco. 

RAI\1-BIDE 1. \ . (1995 . Changes to women's roles in fisheries development in Fiji, In 
Eli::abeth J!atthe\\'S (ed.) fishing for answers: women and fisheries in pacific 
i land . ceania printing: Sura Fiji. 

GOK (1994) Sessional paper, o. 2 of 1994 on National food policy. Government 
printers: Nairobi. 

GOK (1997). Development plan 1997-2001. Government printers: Nairobi. 

GOK (1999). Economic survey 1999. Government printers: Nairobi. 

SAITO, K and Spurling, D. (1992) Designing and implementing agricultural extension for 
\\'omen farmers: technical notes for women in development division, population 
and human resource department, World Bank, Washington, DC . 

SAITO. K. (1992) Rai ing the productivity of women farmer in sub-Sahara Africa (Vol. 
I) 0\'er\'iew Report. Population and human resource development department: 
World Bank, \Va hington DC. 

-\ DO '. o. 1. ( 1999). Training hard: Gender, globali:ation and fi heries workshop 

CHOEFFEL, P. (199 -) Women in the pacific i\land. In Eli:abeth .Hat thews (ed.) Fi. hing 
for an -,rer . \1 omen and fisheries in Pacific 1 land\ ccania printing Ltd: ' m a 
Fiji 

'L TIER, . l 9 -) "1· or ood or ore iRn exclum 'e: suhsistence fisheru! \ and the 
conmwrci I han· .\tim~ of marine re oun.e. in the Pacific," In I Iizabeth 

latth~o:\\ (~.:d. ti _hing or ans\\l.:f : Wom~.:n and fisht:rit: in tht: Pac1fi · islands. 
nia rintin Lit: Suva I iji. 

"om 11 in 7 anzania 1 hill • ,o, ietv. rh , a of 
mv it) 1 r-1 :. - nh m. · 



TANIERA, T. and Mitchell, J. (1995) 1otes from Kiribati (august, 1992), In Elizabeth 
Matthes (ed.) Fishing for an wer : women and fisheries in Pacific islands, 
Oceania printing: Suva Fiji . 

TEDLA, G. (1983). Women ami C:OOfJt'rarh•es : lntemationa/ Cooperative Association 
(ICA). Moshi, Tan1.aniu. 

WACIIEGI\ P.N., ( )()(. ) .. 1/d ·c111 \1'011/L'II liheration: A man 's perspective. Nairobi: 
Industrinl Publishin • ln.: . 

WOMEN A I I· IS II 1 11 o.; r1 \\'ORK (1995) . "Not just talk: the discussion that spawned the 
11 '011/CII and ji,hcnc' network " In Elizabeth Matthews (cd.) Fishing for answers: 
women and 1i ·herie in the Pacific islands. Suva Fiji: Oceania printing. 

You G. K. 0 99 ) Planning development with women: making a world of d(fference. 
Basing toke Iacmillan Education: 

Internet: http: / / W\\ '". womenfishers.org 



Appendix I 

PART 1: THE BASIC INFORMATION 

1. Age .............. ... . 

2. Sex ............ ..... .. 

3. Marital status: 
Married 
Single 
Widov.cd 
Divon:cd 

thcrs 

4. o. of dependent famil, members 

5. Educationallevel: 

Primary education 

Secondary 
Post -secondary 

Others 

6. Monthly income 

PART II: LIVELIHOODS SUSTENANCE AND FOOD SECURITY 

7. Which activities related to fisherie sector do you engage in for sustainabl 

livelihood? 
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' \\ i h ther, tivitics do •ou cnga 'C in to ustain your liYclihood '? 
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9. Which roles do the fisheries resources pin in sustaining your livelihoods? 
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11. Which fisheries related cooperative society do you belong? 
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12. How do such cooperative societies support your fisheries activities and other 
developmental pursuits? 
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13. What are your main source of food? 
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l r u tainahlt: livdiht o I and h n I 



Disagree .......... .................... . 
Strongly disagree 
No idea .. .. ......... ......... .......... . . 

(b). Fisheries sector provide u tnin hie livdihoods and economic development 

Strongly Agree . . .......... .... .. 
Agree...... . .. ............... .. .. 
Disagree ........................ . 
Strongly l)j~.;a 'I~.:~ ................... .. 

No idL·a ....•...•..•...................... 

PART Ill: SO 
ACCE S NO 

RAL FACTORS AND GENDER DIFFERENTIAL 

16. Does the culture have a role in determining access and control of fisheries related 

re ource ? Ye .............. No .............. . 

If ye ; probe 
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17. Who controls the fisheries resources? 
Men ........................... . 
Women ........................ .. 
Society elders .................. . 
Young members ............... .. 

18. What are the social cultural factors affecting your choice in (Q. 14)? 
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19. What role do womt:n play in fi hcrie ector to u tain their livelih od 7 
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21. What roles do men play in the fi sherie sector to sustain their livel ihoods? 
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• • 0 ••• 0 •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••••••• 0 0 •• • ••••• •••••••• • 

•••••• ••• •• ••• ••• •• • 0 •• • ••••• • ••• •• ••• ••••••••••• • •• ••• ••••• • • • •• 

22. Jiow arc these ro!t.:s. fli: ·tt: I h. th ' socio-cultural factors? 

• 0 0 ••••• 0 •• • •••• ••••••••••• •••••••••••• ·-· ••••••••••••••• ••• •••• •• • •••• •• ••••••••••• • •• • •••••••• 

. .. .. . .. . .. . ... ... ...................... .. .. . .. .. ... .. . .. .. ... . . . . . . ............... .. .. .. . . .. . .. 

. . . .. . . .. .. ..... .................... ... .. . .. . ...... ... .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . ... . .. ... . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. .. 

... . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .................. ... ... . . . .. . ... . . . ... .. ... . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . .. ··· ··· ......... . 

. .. . . . ... . . . . .. ... ............ ...... ... .. . .. . . . . .. . ... . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . ... . . . . .. .. . . .. . .. 
• •• •• • •• • ••• •••••• •• ••••• •• •• • •• •••• ••• ••• •• • •• • ••• • •• • •• •• •• • • • • • • • •• •• • • • • • • • Oo ••••••••• •• •• 0 0 

0 •• •••••• ••••••• •••••••••• ••• 0 ••• 0 •• 000 • ••••• •• •••••••• Oo ••••• 0 • ••••••• • • 0. 0 ••• 00 •• ••••• •• ooo. 0 0 

•••• ••• •••••••••••• 0 0000 •••••••••••••••••• o ooooooooo •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 • •••• •••• 0 0 ••••••• 

• ••• • • • •• •• • ••• •• ••••••• ••• •• • •• 0 0 •• 000 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •o •• 00 •• ••• ••• ••• 

2"'. HO\\ are the e women· s roles rated/ranked by the society? 

•••••• • •••• ••• • •• • • 00 •••••••••• 0 000 0 •••• •• • ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• oo ••••••• •••••• •• •• •• •••• • ••••• • 

(Use these concepts to rate: high, moderate, low) 

24. How are these men's roles rated/ranked by the society? 

••••••••• 00 0 •• • •• 0 • • ••••••••••• •• •• 0 ••••••• 00 • •• ••• 00 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• • • 0 ••• 

25. Based on the culture, do men express resistance to work with their female 

counterparts in the fisheries sector in the fisheries resources? 

Yes ............. ... . .... .. No ........................ . 

If yes; probe 

•• ••••••••• •••••• • ••• •••• 00 ••• 0 ••••••• ••••••• ••••••••• 0 •• • • • Oo ••••• 0 • ••••• 0 •••• ••• ••••• •• •• 0 •• •o 

• • • •• 0 •••• 00 ••••• •• •• •••• ••• ••••••• 0 •• ••• • 00.0. OOooooo. 00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 •• 00 ••o 

••••••••••••••• 0 • •••••••••• •••••••• 0 000 • ••••• 0 0 oo oo 00 0 ••••••••• •• •••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••• • 

••• • •• 00 •••• 0000 ••••••••••••• 0 • • 0 •••••••••••••• •• •••••••••••••• • ••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 • • • oo ••••• • 0 •• • •• 

26. How do the culturally based reproductive roles affect women's engagement in 

the fisheries ector? 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 0 0 0 00 •• ••••• ••• 00 •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• ••••• ••• ••• ••• •• • •• •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 00 ••••••••••• 0. Oo •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 

••••••••• •••••• •••• oooooooo •••••••••• 00000 ••••• ••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Oo. •••••o •• 

:.1. ·i-i~·,~: ·d~. ~h·~. ~·l;i~~~~·li~:. b·~ ~d. ~·;~d·~~~i~ ~. ~~~~~ . ;[[~. ~· ~~~~·:. ·~~~;~· ·~ · ;;; ·i·~· ·ti;~ 

li. herie. , e tor? 

.. .. ..................
..................

..................
. •••••••••• •••••••• ••••••••••••• ••oo ••••••• 

.................
.................

.................
.................

... 0 ..................
........... . 

··································································································· 
.................................................................................................... 



PART IV: THE SOCIO-CULTURAL EFFECTS IN CONSTRAINING WOMEN'S 

ROLES IN THE FISHERIES SECTOR 

28. Are decisions made about ne\\ n 'livitit.: in the fi sheric sector? 

Yes.... .. ..... ........... 0 ................ . .......... .. . 

If ye ; who arc invoh t.xl in thl: k ·isi()n-maki ng process? (use concrete instances) 

••••••••••••••••••• •• •• ••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 

0 0 00 00000 00 0 I 00 tOOIOIItttottltltlttttiiO 000 OOO O OOOO O Oo O OOo 0 Oo o 0 0 0 oo oo o ooo Oo o o 00 oo o o o o oo o OOo O 
0 0 

I oo 

•••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 0 0 

••• •• • •• • •• •• •• • • •• • • •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0. 0 •• ••• • •• • •••• •• 

... 9. Do such d~ ·ision · 1 ut tnt considerations the place of women in the sector 

Yes.......... ............... . o ................ ........... . 

30. lf yes: probe 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• •••••• •••• • •••• • • •••••••••••• •• •• ••• 0 • ••• •••• 

• ••• 00 •• o••• ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• •o. ••o ••••• •• •• ' 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••• oo • •••• ••••• •••••••••••• 

•••••• •••••• ••• ••• •••••• ••• •••• •• • •• ••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••• •••o 

31. IfNo; probe 
••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••• •••••• •
•••••••••• 00 ••••• 000 ••••••••••••••••••••

•••••••• Oo •••••• 

• •• • ••• • • •••• •• • •• •• • ••• ••• ••• • •• ••• •• • •• • • • • ••• •• • • • • • •• • 0 0 •• •••••••• ••••• •• • •• • ••••••• 0 ••••••• 

• •• •• • •••••• ••• • •• ••• ••• ••• • •• ••• •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ''' •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• ••••• 0 

•••••• 000 ••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• •• •••••••••••••• • •••••••••••• • •••• • 0 •••••••••••••••••• oo ••••• 

32. To what extend do women and men access the fisheries resources based on the 

culture? 
Women 
•• •••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••• •••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 ••• 0. 0 ••••••••••••• oo • 

••• • ••••• ••• •••• •• •••••• •• • •••• •• ••• ••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• oo •••• 

. ········ ................................................................................ .. .... . 

. .. . ..... ... ... . .. .. ..... .. ... . .. ... .. ..... .. ... ..... .. .. ... .. . . .. .. .. .. ...... .. . . . . ... . .. ... . . ... . 

1en 

••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••• Oo ••••••••••••••••••••

•• 

••••••••••••••••••••• •• • ••• • • ••••• •• ••• • •• •••• •• ••• •• •• •• ••• ••• ••• ••• • •• •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• •• ••••••• oooooo •• oooo ••• ••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• oo •• 0 0. 0. 0 oo 

••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •o •••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 

33. \\hat an:: the ultur. I explanations on the gender differential role in ntrolling 

tht.: fi heric re ur e.-? 

··································································································· 
··································································································· 
................................................................................................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
··································································································· ................................................................................................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



PART V: THE STRUCTURAL FACTORS AND GENDER DIFFERENTIAL 

ACCESS AND CONTROL 

34. Suggest ways through '' hich tht: 'tWcrnm~nt upports the women's fisheries 

pursuits 
0 ••••••••••••••••••• • •• •••••••••••••••• • ••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••• ••••• • •••• • 

•• 0 •••••• 0. 0 ••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •• ••• 0 •••• •••••• •• ••• •••• 0 •• 

•• • • • • 0 •••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0 0 0 ••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 • •••••••• •••• • •• '0 •• ••••••• 

••• • •• 0 •••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

• •• • • • ••• ••• •• • ••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •• •• • •• •• •• • 0. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 ••• ••••••• 

35. llo" arc the ,,·omen·· fi ·heries activities affected by the governments support? 

••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••• 0 ••••• • •• •• 0 ••••••• 0 0 ••••• • 0 •••• 0 ••• ••• •••••• 0 0 • 

••• • • • • ••• • • ••• •••• •••••• •• •••••• •• • ••••••• •• • •• •• • • • • •• • ••• • 0. 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••• 

••••• ••••••• ••••••• •• •• •••• •••••• •• • ••••••• •• ••• •• • 0 • 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 •••••• 0 • 

••••••• ••••• •• • •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• •••• • •••••••• ••••• ••••••••••• 0 •• • • •••••••• •••••••• •• 

••• •••••• ••• ••• • • • 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 . 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

36. To \\hat extend do women in the fisheries sector benefit from the from the 

related women groups? 

••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••• oo 

••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•• • 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 000 •••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 0 •• •• •••• 

••••••• ••• oo ••••••• ••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• ••• •••• •••• Oo •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• ••••• 

•••••••••••• 000 o•O •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0000 ••••• 0 0 •• • •••• • 0 ................... 0 •••• oo •••• oo 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·•o•• •• ••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• Oo 

37. Which constrains can you identify in relation to the access of the credit facility? 

••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ' ••• 0 ' 0 ' ' ' •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••••• ····•o •••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••• •••• 0 ~ ••••• ••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 0 • 0 • 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

... .. .. ... .. ... . . . . .. . . . . .. ... ... . .. ....... .. ... ... . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. . . . ... . .. .. . . . . ... . . . .. . . .. ... .. . 
••••• •• • oooo ••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••• ••• ••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••• • •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

•••• ••••• ••• ••• ••••••• ••• •• •• ••••••• ••••••• •• ••• ••• ••• • 00 ••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• • ••• 

PART VI: THE EFFECT OF TRUCTURAL FA TOR I LIMITIN 

\\OMEN' POTE TIAL I THE FI HERIE E TOR 

3 . How do \\Omen acce market of their fi herie product? 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·••o •• oOO••••· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.....................
.... ........... •• •••••• • •• ••• •••• ••••• •••••• ••• • 0 ••• ••••••• • ••• • 0 ••• • ••••••• ••• • 

......... .......... ............ ..... ... ............. .................... .. ·············· .... ..... .. . 

·············································································. ···· ····· ············ 

······················· ············································································ 
th g \ t:rnmcnt upport thc u ten, nee or thc 1: market ? 

••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••
 0 •••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ....... 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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40. How does the government create enabling environment for women's fisheries 

activities? 
•••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• • ••••• •••••••• •• • 0 0 0 ••••••••• ••• • 

•• ••• • •••• •• •• 0 ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 0 • 

•• • 0 ••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0 ••••••••• 0. 0 ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 
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PART VII: STI Tl•.GUS fO 0 NTER THE SOCIO-CULTURAL AND 

STRUCTlJR L 0 , Tl \1 . OF WOMEN IN THE FISHERIES SECTOR 

41. ccording t) ) u. i · there a need of seeking interventions to support the place of 

women in the ector? Yes ................. No .................... .. 

42. Probe your po ition 
•• 0 ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••• 
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43. Which aspects do you suggest for improving the women's roles in the fisheries 

sector? 
•• 0 0 ••••• 0 ••••••• 0 000 ooooooo 0 •••• 0 00 0 ooooo ••• oo o •••• ooooo. 0 • 00 0 000 •••••• 00 ••••• 00 •• 0 0. 0 •• 0 ••• ooo ••• 
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•••• 00 •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0. 0 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •••• 00.0 0 •••• 

• 0 •••• 00 •••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• 0. 0 0 ••• 00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 •••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 •••• Oo. 0 •• 00 • 

•• • OoO ····•o 0 ••••••••••••••••• oo •••• ooooo•• 00 00.0. 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 00 •••• oo 00 •••• 0 •••• 0 ••••••• 0 0 ••••• • 
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0. 0 •••••••••••• 0 •• 000 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 0. 0 0 0 0 0 •• 0 ••• •• ••• 0 •• 0 ••••• • 0 •• 

44. ugge t other \\ays of improving the fi heries sector 
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Appendix II 

THE KEY INFORMANTS l 'TERYl • .. \\ , lJIDE 

I) Is there a way that the ltvdth )()ds of the fi shing communities in Busia district can 

be sustained? 
2) To what cxlt:ml ·an th' lishl.!ries sector be said to be enhancing food security and 

economic gr )\\ th',, 
3) llm\' are women affected dtfferently by the socio-cultural and structural factors to 

access and contr l fi ·heries related resources? 

4) I low are men affected differently by the socio-cultural and structural factors to 

acce and control fi heries related resources? 

5) Are the e effect (discussed above) influential to the performance of women in 

the fisherie ector? 
6) Which strategies do women employ to sustain their role and place in the fisheries 

sector? 
7) HO\ is the gender situation and related policies in the fisheries sector? 



APPENDIX III 

A MAP OF BUSIA DISTRICT DRJ\ \VN TO SCALE. 
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A MAP OF FUNYULA_ DJ'{ISION NOT TO SCALE 
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