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SOU'l'EERNAF1<ICA

This t.he s i s ar.tcmp t s c'- t.r.ema t i.c analysis of

the poeLry of struggle and resistance in Southern

Af rioa . This.is the pC2try produced by the people

in scuthern Africa inLhe period .i.mmcd Lat.eLy

prececding, and during, ~he R~'m~d struggle for

total liberation. Because this pu.:,·try(amouc

other works - literary and cultural) reflected the

r ejec t i.on of c •....Loni.e Li m r the qrowt.h of n at.Lcr -J.1

sent t rne n t; or consciousness f and the African

cultural and political awareness, the fascist

Po rt.uquese and "3ritish s et.Ll.cr regLmes (in An qoLa ,

Ho?:ambique, South AiJC-ica and Zimbabwe) relegated

the poetry (anj other w0rl~s) to zonal silence and

re Lat i,vc obscurity on t.he COi-~t i.nent; . As 2 resnJ.t

of +n i s .impos ed si Lenr-e and obs cur i ty this body of

creative writing has had less or little critical

The poetic expression of th3t body of

creCltive writing from Portuguese and British
SO'..J.thernJ'I.fri..cdwh i.ch accornp an i.es and is simul-

t.anc.cus Iv accomp.in Le.d by the R'.!<"li:e.rd.ng of eu 1t.uraI
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coJC]lj,J.li::;::!.:L s the sub j ec t of this thesis.

Becu' so of the socia-historically cOMnitted

nature of this poetry I an unde rst.e.nd i.nq of the

Brit{~h and Portuguese presence in Afric~, some of

the features of their colonial policJ and the

African response of struggle and resistance to

this prescnc e and policies, lS ni}.cessaryfor a

f ul.Lor comprehension of the rnotivat.ionarid the

setting of this poetic expression. For this

reason, the first part of the introductjon is

dedi cated to a brief n i st crLco I '!"8snmehigh·-

1 .i.qh ting the colonial pr eseric c and pol icles, and

the colonised peop~cls rejection and struggle

d0ajnst colonialism.
.~ .

Since the aim"of this thesis is u.the~atic

consciousness, aspirations, achievem~i1ts and

short-comings of the armed strugqle. Within the

analysis of these the~es we bring new insight into

t.ha t body of pc et i c cXPr'?SSion cont.r ad i ct i.nq those

who allsgecha t t.ho s ii:uc1t.ionof prates 1: and

arid t.h at; t118 c1bj cc t, 11v e s of Ll:.C! :>eo~-..l,::L11
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Fer a r~0pL2 wh~ nau beon ~~ni2d the right to

ex is l:. and 1 .i.ve in their own i.io t.ne r Land by the

e du c a tLon and cu l.t.u r a I impos:d~i.')D bad (;01T!'2 to

reje~t and deny their Africannes3, rejection of

that colonialism and the gr)wth ~f. African and

CD1 t.u r a L roots. This pl.unq ing tack I pass ion Cltl:;:

'I'he gOin':;, >dCK I:,_·tl "" root.s and thcQ3.

a prodigal ~nd wayvCl~d son to th2 security and

SlE; t.e.nanc e of mother! s bo s s om, itence \\'8 ge t the

mo l.Lf 01:- theme 0:( l\frica 2.5 a ~11ath(.:::rto whom the

poet!.~ reULCE. 'This t.h crne of I, f:r..Lca as i1 mother

is the subject of chapter two.

co Lori i a 1 va lU(~S is a ccompe n t od '::-:lt.h i,n th is theme

by a v Lo La t i on of lal'gu'::.9 _ so that the mode 0f.~
.-

poet i c e xp r c s s ion and pe;::-31,ecti \2 breaks f r om the
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In the struggle for their motherland, the

people are faced with a revaluation and r~aE3essrnent

of life and life-values. Life in the struggle is

the immediate subject; life in the pre-colonial era

is a point of reference and life in the colonial

era is seen as an antithesis to life in the struggle.

Life in the struggle is the croation or birth of a

new life. This, the life/birth motif w i thin the

peetic expression, becomes the subject of chapter

three.

The dedication and imrr.ortalityin death, and

the finaJ transformation of death is the subject

of chapter four. In dedicating themselves to the

toLal liberation of their m~therland, ~he daughters

and sons of Southern Africa had not only to perceive

life as positive and thus channel all their energies

tO~Rrds life giving forces, but they also had to

dedicate their lives in death. This was. to ensure

the ultimate destruction ci death giving and death-

affirming values of the colonial system. The.

dedication leads to a transformatj.on of death from

death as ~ finality to death as the beginning of

life and a g~arantee of continuity.

The above analysis leads to a seri8s of finaJ.
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co~sidcrations and conclusions ~~ich are tr2ated

if' t.he concJ.us2-on,concernins the poetry of

tance and struggle or militant poetry from

Southern ',"friea. It is our sincere belief th~t

this study provides or offers some insights and

understanding into a people1s struggle for

culturaJ and political libeLation as synthesised,

interpreted and recorded in artistic expression.


