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ABETRACT

Urbanization is, cenerally spesking, a concoritant of econcnic developrnont.
Urban areas, especially large towns can be seen to offer enviromment for
econonic activities and a breeding ground for those ideas and forces wiich a
needed in any process of develormmsnt. The implication here is that, they are

centres of innovations, information disemination, employment, service etc.
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Opposed to this, is the under-development, rural sreas charaterized by undel
employment and low econonic power. This is the basic problen facing the deve-

loping countries. FKenya is no excewntion.

The existence of this dualisy 1n the econonies of the developing world
has produced the wrong type of urbanization; the demination of the economy by

a few larpge towns of all tlw

cconomic, social and political 1ifc which may »
present scrious problem:s. The consequent. overcrowding of these towns tends
outstrip the opportunitics they offer finmally 1n§1ﬂ31pg & disorderly process

of social change.

There is, theirefore, an urgont need for provision of & proper interaction
between the urban centres and the swrounding rural areas, so that there would

, flow of resomrces and benefits between the two systems.

It is in this view that a number of developing countries have adopted the
"Crowth Poles' strategy, sclreting a nuwber of centres for concentrated

developrent within & reriorel development framcwork. i

" The interdependence betwesn rural ard urban areas grows in the process
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and with it cownes the enbancencnt of the role of towns as the
producer of poods and services and comsumer of agricultural production. This
interaction leads to cunulstive sclf-susitaining srowth. Urbsnization, resulti
from expansion of economic opportuniti.cs, will thercfore be encourased and will
be seen as complementary te rural developnent in the offort to achicve nationi

developmnant eoals?.

strategy. Do the servic: entres loprove & reglorns' potential for adopting
imovations?; kring a regicns' cconomic growth which is faster, ;reater or
an

more assured than would © otherwise have occurred?.
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Do they save public and private investments, provide a more effecient pattern
of service provisions ? Do they intercept the would be inigrants from the
rural areas. All these gestions are asked under one simple question, what is
the role of service centres in rural developrent?. IHence the tit 1le of the

theid s "Role of Rural Service Centres in Hural Developnent.”

To achieve this end, the thesis looks, in the introcduction, at the govern-
ments’ policy on urbanization and rural development briefy. Thefnanans of
the rural service centres and those facing the rural areas are identified and
analysed in the same section. Ivolution of centres and the colonial Policy on
the establishment of centres and businesses as well as restrictions are examinec
by time  periods in chapter one. Chapter two looks at the factors that havé
encournged development and growth of these centres. It ;ives a brief analysis
on the development of centres and the characteristics of the retail sales and

services as well as the level of provision.

The positive and negative roles of service centres in the development of
rural areas in the study area are dealt with in chapter 3. Chapter four pros
vides a synthesis of chapter 2 and 3 and tries to answer the guestion why some
centres are declining thus playing a negative role - nis-utlilixation of rural

resources - wastage of capital, land and labour.

The criteria for selection of possible ~rowth centres are ziven in chapter
. The thesis concludegzghe findings that, the centres have both positive and
nerative roles in Eﬁe development of the rural areas. The positive roles have
accelerated the development of rural welfare while the negative ones are
depleting the rural resources graodually a case that needs urgent and more
attention of the deciSion makers and Planners if rural develomment efforts
are not to be wasted. Policy recommedations and scope for further research

are also given in this last section on sumary and conclusions.
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