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ABSi'ILiCT

Urbanization is, c;cnerally spea.king J a concora tant of econcrri.c deve Lopmcnt

Urban areas, especially large t.owns can be seen to offer envi.r-ormerrt for

economic activities and 2. breeding t~:round for those Ldea s and forces '~1lich al,

needed in any proce ss of devcLojmcrrt 0 i'he implication here is that, they are

cen+re s of innovations, Lnf'or-nat.Lon d'i.se-ri.na t.Lon, emp'Ioyment., service etc.

r:;f
Opposed to this, is the 1J.l1rler-developmcnt"rural az-eas charaterized by undo:

e""plOy~:lentand low econonic p01Jt;r. 'i'h.is is ':~118 basic pr-obLe.n facing the deve-

Lopi.nr- count.r-i.e s , ICe11:ra is no exce ctd.on ,

The existence of this dunliSia' in the economies of the dove Lopf.ng world
has pr-oduced the TTrone t:rpe of urbam.aat.Lon; 'Lh,:; domination of the economy by

a f'etr Lar-ge t.otm s of all t1)G cconomt.c , social and political life vhi.ch '~'lay~

out st.rLp 1:,'1e oppor-turri.tdo s

of social change.

The consequont.overcr.owdi.ng of

:, lo;r offer finally in'tiating '-,
"

these to':ms t.endsfe.pr-e sorrt ssr-Lous prob'Ie..s ,

disorderly process

There is, the:i',~fore:; 2.12 urcmt nee d for provision of c. prop2r interaction

be tveen the urban centres and the sur-r ound'Lng r-ura.I aroas , so t,ha-c there would

be 8. fl01.r of resonrces and benefits b.:tv.reen the tHO s;/stems.

It is in this vim,r t.hat. a nURl)','r of deve Lop.i.ng countries h8.V8 adopted the

1 r·1"Ql"rthPoles' st.r at.egy , se Ioc td.ng a number- of ce nt.re s for conccrrt.rat.ed

io-
n The interfF-.'fle-ndellce bet,'J"Gcmr ur-aL a:cd urban area s [TOTJS in the proce ss

. "-
of deve Lopncrrt and ;:'Tith it CQ,CS ths cnhanccnorrt of the role of t.o-rns as the

producer 0::: foods anc' sor-vi oes and consuner of ar r-i cul.tur-a'L nr-oduc t.i.on , 'l'his
H .-

interaction leads to cU;-,IU12.ti-f8 self-[mst2.ining ~;:lo1tlt.h. Urbaru.zut ion, r-e su'Lt.i:

from expansion of economic oppo:ctuni t \;s, wiD. 'c,hcrGfore be -encour-aged and 1;;-i}l

be seen as co-ip'Lemcncar-y to r-ur-aL devc Lopnerrt in t.ho effort to ach.iove nat.Lonal
1

+eve Lopnerrt p;oalsl!.

This thesis is design(~d to question the alSS1,F,lptionin the IGrm1rth Poles'

strategy. Do the. service centres iu.provc .: regio:,,-si pot.entd.a l for adopting

innovations?, bring a :rG["icns' economic fT01rTth\Thich is f'ast.er , create!' or

Fiore assured t.han ';Joulei' ~ otherwl se have occur-r-ed?



iii

Do they save public and private Lnve stment s 9 provide a more effecient pattern

of service provisions? Do they intercept the wou.Id be Lni.gr-arrt s from the

r'ur'a.L ar'ea s , All these qestions are asked under one s.irnp.Le question, what is

the role of service centres in rura.l deveLopre nt.? Fence the tit 'Le of the

the;! s "Role of Iiur-aL Service Centres in nural DeveLopnent ,"

To achieve this end, the thesis 100ks9 in the introduction, at the govern-

nent.s ' policy on urbanization and rural developnent br-Lefy , CJ:'heFrobl'ems of

the rural service centres and those f'ac.i.ng the rural areas are identified and

anaIy sed in the same section. Evolution of centres and the colonial Policy on

the establishment of centres and businesses as weLl. as restrictions are exami.ner

by time periods in chapter one. Chapter t.HO looks at the factors that havs

encouraged developnent and e.rowth of t.hese centres. It. ;..,tves a brief analysis

on the developnent of centres and the characteristics o.f the retail sales and

services as "Tell as the level of pr ovdsf.on,

The positive and negative roles of service centres in the developnent of

rural areas in the study area are dealt with in chapter 3. Chapter four pro'S"

vides a synthesis of chapter 2 and 3 and tries to answer the question why SOIne

cerrtr-e s are declining thus playinu a negat ive role - Illis-uti lixation of rural

resources - Hastage of capital, land and labour.

The criteria for selection of possible ~~rowthcentres are ;::;ivenin chapter
•.•,6.

C The thesis concLudej'; the finr'ings that., the centres have both positive and

neFative roles in ~ ?-evelopnent of the rural areas. The positive roles have. --
accelerated the develop-nent of rural tre Lfar-e wh.i.Le the negatdve ones are

depleting the rural resources ere,dually a case that needs urgent and mor-e

attention of the decision makers and Planners if rural develop:nent efforts

are not to be wasted. Policy recommedations and scope :Lor :?urther research

are also fiven in this last section on slli;maryand conclusions.
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1 R~public of Kenya: Develorrnent Plan 1974-1978

GovernnentPrinter 1974 p.114.


