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Abstract: 

Thirty two critically ill patients were admitted to Kenyatta National Hospital with a diagnosis of 
HIV-1 seropositivity on both ELISA and Western Blot between October 1989 and January 1990. 
Sixteen of the patients received low dose oral interferon alpha while the other 16 patients 
received intensive supportive management alone. Of the 16 patients who received low dose 
interferon alpha, 14 were discharged from the Hospital within 2 to 4 weeks of admission in a 
reasonable state of health while two of the patients died after 18 and 42 days from the time of 
admission. All the 16 patients who received intensive supportive management alone were dead 
within 4 weeks of entering the Hospital, their mean (+/- SD) stay after admission being 8.6 +/- 
6.8 days. These results suggest that low dose oral interferon alpha may be of value in the care of 
critically ill HIV-1 seropositive patients. 
 


