Newer directions for plant drug research: The need to examine and investigate traditional
remedies for pharmacotherapy of animal and zoonotic diseases.
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Abstract:

Traditional remedies for animal diseases have not been investigated as much as those for human
diseases. Yet, there is a wealth of knowledge available to be tapped from the remedies used in
the treatment of animal and zoonotic diseases. The indigenous knowledge available could be
rationalized in the modern pharmaceutical context and applied directly to field use where
appropriate. Furthermore, it is well known that many drugs have been developed initially
through their use in animals because the ethical issues are easier to handle. It is worth examining
some the indigenous medicinal plants that are used for both human and animal disease treatment,
and determine the practical and cost-effective ways of exploiting the values of these plants.



